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ADVERTISEMENT 



I Captain Wilkes' Narrative of the United States' Exploring Expedition was printed at 

ithe expense of the American Govemmeut, in five imperial octavo volumes* It is a very 
beatttifully illustrated book, Tmt it it a dear one— Coo dear, indeed, for tihe larjge majority 
of readers interested in the subject, and too laijge in sise for the cabin collection of many 
who would wish to give it a place in a seaman's library. The price of tlie American 
edition is e^ht guineas ; the cost of tlie present condensation, containing the pith and 
marrow of die book, only Aaff-o-yuinea, or one-sixteendi part of that snm. 

In condensing Captain Wilkes' Narrative, we have endeavonred to retain, in the first 
place, all that is new, or likely to be of use to seamen navigating the same seas ; and in 
the second place, to retain all that is attractive to the general reader interested in the 
advance of Geography and Natural History. We have reduced in certain places the 
minute detail of the position of certain vessels composing the squadron, and omitted the 
; large appendix of instructions to bis oiBcers, printed by Captain Wilkes in vindication 
of his own conduct. These instmctionB compose very nearly a fifth of the whole work. 
Freed in this way fhntn all tedious matter, tihe book in its present shape will invite die 
penisal ot ni.iny hitherto restricted by tJie expense of the previous publication, by its 
bulk, and by the minuteness of its detail. 

It is much to be wished, that die United States* Government may equip before long a 
second expedition to the Antarctic Continent, to complete the discoveries made by 
Captain Wilkes, and detailed in the Ibliowitig pages. Expeditious of this description 
interest the world at laige, and. form in themselves a kind of debt due from the inmates 
of the New World Co the inhabitaats of die Old. 

LoNDon, 13th Oolober, 184A. 
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INTRODUCTION* 



The cxprditifni, a nrrrrntivp of ihr> oprrntinriH nf whirh in ncAv lai'-l before the public, tliv first, 

and is still the oniv uue fitted out iiaiuinal muiuliceuet: fur ^ciciititlc objects, th^t lias ever ieit 
oar shores. 

I Whatevw otlMCs Me diafOMd to think, I am iaelined to belUve, that tho ori^iiiAtuiff, p^^itg nn» and 
{ getting off A fint mitloinl expedition, is m wvA of no anmll diflealtj, and this is nnien inereassd ojtlM 

I publie- tluuking, talking of, ^iiiil interfering too much with it. I ffU tlila mvpclf, although it diil nut 

cause me much difficulty. Tbe veiy state of thitigD that brought the expeditiou into general diitrepute, 

was of great advantage to me, fior I was left to perform my dntMS mmiolested. 

In the following narrative, it may perhaps be neceasary to state, that although otir time was limitel to 
I a few days at sume uf the places we visited, yet the number of officers and gentlemen engaged under my 
! command, enabled me to have every thing worthy of notice examined. The result of our obser- 

vayoDS^ I am satisfied, will giro « laithfiil xepiesentation of the oomitriea and ialand^ diuing the peciod 

of our visit 

I received every facility for obtaining information from our consuls, as well as from missionaries and 
American residents abroad. Some of them famiabed me with interesting documents, connected with 
the pest end pneent stete of the coootrles whefe tiiflf xeride, and procured from the diffwent govem- 
moits many valviable official paper^t. Tndr'M], the faeilttiee met with have efineed a deaiie m «U to 

further the undertaking with w hich I was ciiarged. 

1 > the Governw of New South Wales, Sir George Gipps, my acknowledgments an particularly do^ 
for his generous liberality in ordering me to be furnished by the Colonial Secretary with all the docu- 
ments published, not only at the time of our visit, but since. The latter have been kindly forwarded by 
our consul, J. H. Williams, Esq., to whom the expedition is also greatly indebted. From all these docu- 
ments I liave been enabled to draw much valuable information, which I hope will be interesting to the 
genend reader, as well as nsefiil to our hiterests ahroad. 

The reader who shall look to this narrative for my version of the developments which were elicited 
by the proceedings of the courts-toortial, will be disappointed. 1 shall make no allusions that I can 
possibly avoid, to any of the subjects of a personal character that eame before tribunals, after the return 
of the expetlition ; nnr will the following narrative embrace any personal matters or tUfficnltics that may ' 
have taken place witli the officers, for the reason that 1 do not regard such details aa relevant or 
interesting to the general reader. The attempti^ to throw imju-dimeuts in my way were unsuccessful, 
and I fully believe, that from whatever motive they may have arisen, those who caused them are now 
desffons that they should be fcvgotten. My countrymen will see tiiat my duties were nnfteiently 

[ ardiK us v, ;thuut having other difBculties to contend with, and I haTO the gntifisetim of Ibdiiig that 

! tlioiie duties have, becu performed, and the resultb fairly obtained. 

I The performance of those duties is the best refutation that can be given to the many mis-statements 
! that have been circulated to the prejudice of the expedition, but which, T tni'^t, ^viil now be set at rent. 
I have never had any persouol feeling iu the matter, except that which naturailv arises from the wish 
to overcome all impediments, of whatever nature they might be. I can, therefore, have no d^ire but 
I to give the tme version of eveiy droomstanoe of a public nature that may concern the expedition, and I 
I hope that I sliall he afete to do it with impsrthility and justice, touching as lightly as possible on the 
j faults of individuals, aiid bestowing praise wheri ' t r it is justly due. 

I was called upon, iu a few cases, to exercise the meaus in my possesion to punish aggressions. Yet 
my aim has been tlironghout the orxdae, so to conduct the duties devolving upon ttie squadron, that it 
would carry with it the force of moral [irinciple. All the regulations and < rnti ns wwr made to tend 
to this end. I considered this as one of my tirnt duties, and in it I have been well supported by CaiUain 
Hudson and Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold, and by most of the officers of the expeditfon. I feel 
great satisfaction in having leoeived testimonials from the different missionaries, that my eonrse liaa 
been fully appreciated by diem. Indeed, I have reason to rejoice that I have been enabled to carry the 
( moral inHucncc of our country to every (piarter of the globe where our flag has waved, and 1 trust that 
the expedition will compare advantageously with any other that has preceded it, in its moral and correct 
deporknent. 

CHARLES WILKES. 

WiisiiiNUTOM City, November, 1844. 

• VMixad to the edition in Ave volumM, hnyolal Svs., pilnisd si FhBsdslphls Is IBM. 
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NARRATIVE 

Oi' THE 

UNITED STATES' EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 



CHAFTER L 
UADEIRA. 

VMUkwrnm vmoM trb vititko iTATsa-^iror&ra to wADstmA-^ABrntvAi av tvireirAti— atrabawob ob maobib* 

FROM THE SEA — lASri-o \t KirN CH * L — V 1 HIT TO THB riVIt. ASn MTI.IT\IIY GOVERNORS STnEETS, AND MODJ 
OF TRAMBPORTATIOM — caiMINAtB AND PaiSONt— V ILLA OP CARTALBAL — COHTKKT— niDXS IN MADEIRA— CCRKAL 

^xcvmaioii towards vmm uut bWd or ns nLAVB^ronnunm m XABMftA-»«niB«<4orBBBifBiiV— 

CBABACKBm OB «BB tWSABlVABTt— BB«»^BWBlUllM~KOiPB OB TRATBSinM— BXBIiOVnan OB *BB BBOBU 
— WINB^KAXIBO— MirBB CtAMBt AlCBMB OB BICO BVITO— BABOKA& llUtpBY— «B1B«A OiB MB. BBAV— BBBAB* 
VOBJi ntOtf SABBIBA. 



The command of the Exploring Expedition de- 
volved upon me, by orders from the Hon. Mahlon 
Dickerson, then secretary of the navy, on the 20th 
of March, IBM. On my arrival at Norfolk, I 
fouad every tiling ii\ a htate of forwardness, and 
the squadrons in Hampton Roads, wbitbortilflyhBd 
drmpped down ou the 8th of Anguat. 

On llie 17tli of August I reeeiTed ray sailing 
instructions*, and final ()r(lLii) to put to sea the 
moment I w&s ready. The signal was accordingly 
made tbitk fhe squadron ww under sailing orders, 
and at 11 a.m. all hands were called to muster, 
and divine service was performed. The day was 
beautiful, the sea smooth, and the wind li<;ht I 
shall never forget the impressions that crowded on 
me during that day in the hours of service. We 
were admonished in the discourse to iv [ ( ,s. ( [iH- 
deoce in the aid and protection of Him. whom all 
hands had been called to womhip, and the admo- 
uition was well calculatrf^ to do ns good. 

Our squadron was composed of the following 
vessels. The Vincennes, a sloop of war of 180 
tons, originally single-decked, but in eonsequenoe 
of the intended cruise, a light deck was put on her 
for the protection of the men and to afford more 
room. The accommodations thus became those of 
a small frigate. 

Tlic Peacock, a sloop of war of 650 tons, orii^i- 
nally built with a deck like that of the Vincennes. 
^ii 111 made t«N> CKuisea previous to her sailing 
ill itm. 

The Porpoise, a gmi-brig of two-and-thtrty tons; 
the tender Sea-Gull of 1 10 Iodh; the tender Flying- 
Fish of 96 tons; and the Relief, a new vessel, ori- 
ginally intended as a store-ship for tiie navv. She 

was built for carrying, and her hIuw rateOl SaiUng 

made her ill adapted for the cruise. 

• Dated ntb A««iut, 1838. 8m ApjmuUs A. 



Orders were nnw given to rendezvous, in case of 
sepaniiion, at Madeira. It was soon found, in the 
trial of the saQini^ qualities of the bcsmIs, that the 

Tl< Uef was unsmted to act with Uie re st without 
gi-cat detention, and after four days I determined 
to part com|iany with her, giving her orders to 
prottsed to the Cape de Verdcs. 

The novelty of our situation was quite enough 
to interest all; free eonmiunieations were had, and 
endeavours were made to excite a general interest 
in all the objeets that were passing about na. It 
was amusing to 8co nil entering into (he novel 
oecupaliuu of dissecting the fish taken, and to hear 
scientific namea haadied aboak between Jaek and 
his shipmates. 

On tne 25th of August our winda became favour- 
able, and we were enabled to lay our course towards 
Madein. 1 continued to keep the direction of the 
Gulf Stream towards the Westom Ishnda. We 
felt its inflncnce until we reached the longitude of 
4B° W., and found it to set for the last few days 
to the northward «f east. The winds had been 
l^ht and the sea smooth, indicating no other im- 
pulse than the flow of the stream. The tempera 
ture gradually deerea.s<>d from 83° to 76*. 

Ou the night of the 2tith we parted company 
with the Peaeoek and Plying-FiA in a squall, and 
did not again meet them until we reached Maiieira. 
Tlie dth of September, being near the reported 
shoal of St. Anne, I detennined to pass over its 
poeitioa. 

On the 6th we passed over it, the sea was 
Buiootli, the horizon clear, and the day beautiful. 
At 8 A.M. the look-out cried out, "Rocks or s 
wreck on the starboard bow !** whieh at onee 
created an excitement on board. We stood for it. 
It had at fu'St every appearance of a rock, then 
that of a wreck with the masts gone. It proved, 
however, to be a larga tree of ootton-wood, one 
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Pttodiri. VoloeftjafinTm. MADBIRA. 



hundred and twenty feet in length, and fourteen 
feet in circumference at the height of five feet 
above the roots. It had been a long time in the 
watvr, was full of barnacles, and much eaten by 
the teredo navalia. Groat quantities of fish were 
about it, conaisting of dolphins, sharks, &c. We 
did not, howerer, auoeeed in tatdng any. In rough 
weather it might easily have been mistaken f<>r a 
rock, particularly if j>at5sed iu twilight, or at night. 

In consequence of the wind being from tlie 
southward and westward, I was compelled, after 
making the Peak of Pico, to go to the northward 
of St. Michael's. I am satisfied, however, it is 
much better to keep to the aoathward, as the wind 
will be fonnd steady and etxmger. BeHdee, 
the current, at that sea^^on of the jew, aeto tO the 
westward aiuoiig Uie islauds. 

As we passed St. Michael's, we amused oonelves 
by a view, tlimugh our glawoBi of ite viHei^gfovee, 
and cultivated fields. 

On the night of the 13th of September we laid 
by, juat after paasiDg tiie north end of St. Miobaers, 
in order to examine tiie poeition of the TuUock 
Reef hy dayliglit. We pasHcd witliin a mile and a 
half of its reported position, but saw notliing of it, 
•Ithoiigh the sea was running sufficiently high to 
have made a heavy break on it, if it did pxi«^t. 

Uu the 15th, as wo wer© making sail, lieorgo 
Porter, one of our niaintop-mcn, in loosing the top- 
gallant sail, was caught by the buntline, and dragged 
over tiie yard, where he wm wen to hang, as it 
were quite lifeleii^ iwiqpug to and fro by the 
neck. 

On the ahan being given, two men mn aloft to 

his assistance. It now became doubtful on deck 
whtithta- they would not be all dragged over hy the 
weight of his body, until several others gave m- 
siatance and relieved them. It caused a breatliless 
anxiety to us all to sec a fellow-being in the mo- 
nicntarv expectation that he would bo dashed to 
the deck. He was fortunately i>escued and broiwht 
below yet living. Here he speedily eame to nis 
senses, and recollecting tlutt the drum had rolled 
to grog just before his accident, he, sailor-like, 
asked for his portion of it. It was truly » provi* 
dential escape. This young man died on our way 
home, in the China seas, of an inflammatory fever. 

On the 16th we made tlie island of Madeira, and 
having a atroi^ westerly wind, I detennined to 
peas to Ftmefaa^ on its eonthem ride. This may 
be done at this season, but vessels bound to that 
port usually prefer going round the easteru point 
of the iatana. When off the western point of 
Madeira we experienced a very long heavy swell, 
which gave me an opportunity of trying the velo- 
eity of the waves, by noting the time the same 
wave was passing between the vessels. The resnlt 
gave twenfy-three miles per hour, but I was not 
altogether satisfied with it. It was difficult to 
measure the correct atiglc subtended by the Por- 
poise's masts for the distance^ cm aeeoont of the 
indion of both vessels. The measurement of the 
height of the waves I found still more difficult, and 
the re.sult.s varied too mucli to i)lace confidence in 
them, piincipally owing to each succeeding swell 
or wave being lees than the preceding one. The 
different observations gave from twenty -five to 
fourteen feet; the widtlt of the wave, from the 
same causes, was equally variable, and each suc- 
cessive result varied £rom that which preceded it. 



Before suuaet we cast anchor in company with 
the Porpoise and Sea-6ull, and were the next 
morning joined by tlie Peaooekand FIj/iag'Fiab, 

Shortly after comuig to anchor, we were boarded 
by the health officer, with tlie captain of the port, 
who, on being asaiured of our good health, gave us 
pertniMloii to land. The United Slalee* consul, 
Henry John Burden, esq., also c:inie nn board, and 
kindly offered us all the attention that lay in hio 
power. 

The first appearance of Madeira did not come 
up to the idea we had formed of its beauties from 
the glowing description tif travellers. It e.xhibited 
nothmg to the distant view but a bare and broken 
roek, of huge dimensions, which, though grand and 
imposing, is pecviliarly dark and gloomy, and it was 
nut until we had made our way close under the 
land, that we eotild discover the green patches which 
are every where scattered over it?^ dark red amlf 
even to the tops of tho highest peaks. 

The mountain verdure was afterwards discovered 
to bo owing to groves of heath and broom, which 
grow to an mctraov^nary height, as|)iring to the 
stature of forest trees. In ad litl n to these groves, 
the terraced acclivities, covtred with a luxuriant 
tropical vegetation, change on a doser i^pioadh ito 
distant laiTcn at^Motlnto MM of extreme bcan^ 
and fertility. 

The most striking pecniiarity in the mountain 
scenerv ia the jagged outline of the nim^ the zudely- 
shapea towers and sharp p^Tamids m rock, which 
appear elevated on the tojis and sides of the high- 
est peaks as well as on the lower elevations, and 
tho deep precipitous gorges, wbieh ent tiirough 
the highest mountains almost to their very hvtsi\ 

The shores of tho island arc mostly lofty cliffs, 
occasionally facing the water with a perpendicular 
front one or two thousand feet in height. The 
cliffs arc interrupted by a few small bays, where a 
richly cultivated valley approaches the wat<?r be- 
tween abrupt precipices, or surrounded by an am- 
phitheatre of rugged hills. Tliese narrow bays are 
the sites of the villages of Mrr^i irn 

As we sailed along fnnn its western eud, wc oc- 
casionally saw, in 1 1 1 1 - 1 qtuet SOd peaceful situations, 
small white-walled villages, each with ite little 
church at the outlet of the gorges. We were par- 
ticularly struck with that of the Camera de Lobos, 
a few miles to the westward of Santa Cm/, hill. 
This is the largest, and is the most intwesting of 
any, from ite having been the first point i=r(;lt 1 l y 
Europeans. The high precipices were new to u.s 
Americans : so diftVrrnt from what we are aecus- 
tomed to in the United States. Tho scene was still 
more striking, and our attention was more forcibly 
arrested, when |>aS8ing under cliffs of some sixteen 
hundred feet above ua. We w&n so near them tliat 
the sound of the surf was dlstinetly heard. The 
whole effect of the view was much heightened by a 
glowing sunset in cue of the finest climates iu the 
world. 

Off the eastern cape of the iBland, many isolat^'d 
rocks were secu Beparnted from the land, with bold, 
abrupt sides and broken outlines. The character 
of theee rooks is remarkable; they stand quite de- 
tached from the adjmntng cliffs, and some of them 
rise to a ^rord height in a slender form, with ex- 
tremely rugged Hnrfaces,and broken edges. Thn)ugh 
some the waters Imve worn airche<l w &ya of large 
dimensionBk which i^Bord a Dsssase for the breakinff 
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saxif and would aeem to threaten en long their 
destraoUoii* 

Similar needle-form rnrk.^nrc Boeii cifT the north- 
ern Deserts, an island l^iug some luiles ea»t of 
UUdeira. One of them is often mistaken for ftflhip 
nnder sail, to which when first Been it has a eon- 
stderable resemblance. It stauik like a slender 
broken column, several hundred fset in he^^ on 
& Immm aoMtif larger than its summit. 

Fnadud has a ycry pleasing appearance from 
the sea, and its situatioti, in a kind of amphitheatre 
formed b/ the mountains, adds to its beauty. The 
eontraafc of tiw white Iniildiiigi and villas with the 
^een motratAins, forrnn a pirturf' ^vhich is much 
iieigbtened by the bold quadrangular Loo liook, 
with its embattled mninit onmmndiBf tho hatbonr 
in the for^;ronnd. 

The idand throughout it toa^ and monntamons, 
hut tin- St- ( j s -in ( I thed with rich and luxuriant 
Terdure. Terraces are visible on every side, and 
•very spot that the ingenuity of man ooald make 
atailable has been apparently turned to advantage, 
and is diligently cultivated. These spots form an 
interesting aoeoe, particularly when contrasted 
with the broken and wild background, with tho 
white cottages clustered at the sea-shoro, and 
gradually extending themselves upwai-ds until the 
eye rests on the highest and most strildqg 
building, that of the oonventof Noitnt SeAoim do 

Monte. 

Through the w^ttem half of the island runs a 
central ridge, about five thousand feet high, on 
which is an extensive plain, called Paul de Serra, 
which is mostly overgrown, and is used especially 
for breeding mules and .horses. The eastern por- 
tioD vi tiie island, though quite elevated, ia lew so 
than the western. 

The valleys usually contain a strip of land of 
extreme fertility, through which winds the bed of a 
streamlet that becomes a neontain torrent in the 
rainy neaaoiit, bat it nseriiy or qnito irj In aniii- 
mer. 

TIm hading at Funchal is on a stony beach, and 
is acoompani^ with aome little difficultgr, pwtly on 
account of the eurf, but more from tiie nola^ eon- 
fusion, atid ii; I iLir made by the native boatmen in 
their efftirts to drag their boat up on the beach, 
nib operaUoo they however undentead, and are 
well accustomed to, and those who dadVO to buid 
dty, will be wi»o to employ them. 

On the 17th, we paid our reifaeli, with a large 
party of officers, to the dvil governor the haran 
de Lordello, field-marshal in the army, and admi- 
nistrator-gencrnl of the province <>f Mmleira and 
Porto Santo ; and also to the military ^vemor 
^oee TbinMCft RcibeUo, colonel in the army, and 
commandant of the district. 

His excellency iMiron Lordello resides in the 
government house or palaoej which is a large 
quadrangular building, occupied in part aa bar- 
racks. His suit of apartments fironta the bay, 
and enjoys a beautiful view of it ; they also have 
the enjoyment of the iubat or sea-breeze. They 
are very large, and bat meageviy liiniished. 
Around tho anteroom are hung the portraits 
of all the civil, ecclesiastical, and military go- 
vernors, which form an imposing array of hard 
outline, stiflf figuea and b/oea, with a variety of 
amusing eoetume. ThoM of falter yearo whidi 
hm been hniig n^are net ealouhited to |^ve veiy 



exalted ideas of the standing of the pnaent Portu- 
guese edhotri of portrait painting. 

His excellency the baron Lordello received us 
very courteously. Our aodieiico, however, wa&«x- 
tamnely formal ; the whole Itamiture and appear- 
ance 01 the rfKim HfTvpf? to make it so. We all 
found it difficult to school ourselves to cereuionies, 
having been ushered as we were through dilapi- 
dated and impoveviahed eoorta and vestibules. 
His exeelleney ^ baron apeaka English remark- 
ally well, which I undcrstoid he had acquired 
whilo acting as interpreter to the British staff in 
Portugal, during the Peninsalar war. Re had 
been no more than a week in charge of the go- 
vernment, having just arrived fh>m Portugal. 
After a few monosyllabic (Questions and answers 
we took our leave, and he did ua the buoour to stto 
oa thrOQgh the uiteroom to the hall of entrance, 
where '.v< pivrtcd with njany bo«8. 

Our next visit was to the military governor, 
Senor Rebello, who occupied a small apartment at 
the opposite end of the huilditi^'. Tliis was not 1 
Urge enough to accommodatti us all, and cluum 
were wanting for many. The manner and ease of the 
oeeupant nuuie full amends. Ceremony and form 
were laid aside ; he seemed to enter warmly into 
our plans and pleetOMii* and ovineed » great «idre 
to do us service. 

The eireeta of the town are veij narrow, with- 
out sidewalks, and to our view like alleys, hut their 
nanxiwut^ pixHluoes no inconvenience. They are 
well paved, and wheel-eairiages are unknown. 
The only vehicle, if so it may be enlled, is a sledge, 
of Home six fuel in length, abuut twenty inches 
widi>, and only six or eight inches high, on 
which are tranaported the pipee of wine. Two 
strips of hard wood are ftiatened together for rmi- 
ners. 

This sledge b dragged by two very small oxen, 
and riipe easily on the pavement, which is occa- 
sionally wet with a cloth. It i"^ nn doubt the best 
mode of transportation in Fuiicliii], for their wine, 
on account of the great steepness of Uieir streets. 
Smaller bnrthens are transported on men'a ahouU 
ders, or in hampen and bodtets on the baoba of 

donkeys. 

I was surprised to learn that all uiL^demeanours 
are r e fa ired for trial to Portugal, and tliat persons 
having committed '^mnll crimes are kept for years 
without any disposition being made uf them by 
those in authority. They are maintained at the ex- 
penae of the oompkiinant, eanaequnitly crime ia 
aearoely noticed or eomplwned uf. Chi the one 
hand it makes the punishment very severe, and on 
the other, persons are inclined to take the law into 
their own hands against petty thefts. It is unpos- 
sible to avoid many painful sights in passing tlie 
prisons. Caps on sticks are Uiruat tlirougli tlie 
iron gratings, and requests are made for alms, first 
in beseeching tonee^ and afterwards^ if nothing is 
given, one is pained with hearing cnea of execra- 
tion. The occupants are in keeping with the pre- 
mises, and did not fail to excite both our com- 
miseration and disgust. 

The rides in Madeira arc beautiful. The roads 
are well made, easily and safely travelled on a 
Madeira pony, with a pony- boy or burroqueiTo. \ 
One ia at a lose to which to impute the muet 
dMQgth ef mind and endnmmee^ tho pony or the 
bogr. Thew boyn keep constantly near the nder, at 

b2 
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time<« tiolding on to the tail of the pony, then be> 
stou ing repeated b1o^«8 with their long stiekn, and 
ever and anon urgini; liim on with llieir singular 
tunes of voice, so that the rider is compelled to 
ailow himaelf to be carried along, contented with 
pasHing Kiifcly over so novel and ((O bint) ap- 
parently so impassable a roadway. 

On proceeding out of Punehal, fruits, flowers, 
and vegetables seem crow^g upon the sight ; in 
the lower portions, groves of orange and lemon 
trees are niingli 1 ' 'ih the vineyards, the frees are 
loaded with fruit ; then, as one mounts higher, 1 
bananaa, figs, pomegranates, &e., are bomi, and | 
again, still higher, the fruits of the tropifs are 
interspersed with tl«oae of the temperate zone, viz., 
apples, eumoitB, pears, and peaches, white the 
ground is covered with melons, toniatoes, egg^ 
plant, &c. Farther beyond, the highest point of 
cultivation is reached, where the potato alnno , 
flouriahee. Then the whole lower portion is spread 
before tbo eye. Vineyards, occupying every spot 
that is susceptible of improvement ; and one rides 
through paths hedged in with geraniums, roses, 
myrtles, and hydrangeas. These plants, which we 
had boon accustomed to consider as the inhabitants 
of our parlours and green- houses, are here met 
with in gigantic fonns, and as different from our 
suiaU, sickly specimens as can well be imagined. 

Every one who visits Madeira should see the 
r il. It Is a very remarkahio spot, and it is 
ditiicult, if not impossible, to give an idea of its 
beauty and grandeur. This place is approached 
by the nsual ascent from Funchal, through the 
narrow roads, or paths hedged with roses, &c., the 
view gradually extending beneath, over the ter- 
raced vineyards. Just before reaching it you 
mount a small ascent; you are then on the summit 
or edge of the Curral, and tht v li 1» j^cene sud- i 
denlv bursts upon you. The eye dt^ends to the 
depth of two thoussad feet, Into the innnense 
oha.sm below, and wanders over the ragged and 
brokon outline of ibo many peaks that nse from 
its very bottom ; then upwards, following the gray 
precipitous rocks, till their summits are Tost in the 
clouds, which are passing fitfully across it, occa- 
sionally permittini; the sunbeams to glance to its 
very bottom. The whole looks more iiko en- 
chatttment than reality. The shape of the Curral 
and its perpendicular sides give the idea zatllBr of 
a ^rge than of a crater. 

The ifllauds of Madeira and Porto Santo, under 
the new oonstitution, promulgated iu 1836, were 
included in one district, called ** DtstrictoHidniinis. 
trativo do Funchal." It contains ten councils, in 
which are forty-hve parishes. The population, ac- 
cording to the census taken in 1836, amounted to 
115,447 i^ouh. The English popuUtioO tO 108 
families, uuuibering 324 souia. 

The revenue of the island is stated to be about 
210,000 dollara per annum. That portion which 
is derived from the eustomi^ Is abont one-balf, or 
1 10,000 doUnck The remainder fa flrom tages and 
tithes. 

There are about five thousand pro]>rietor8 of the 
soil, of whom no more than six hundred and fifty 
live on their rents; and there are about four hun- 
dred who receive government salaries. 

MendieantB are nonmeus, and one is much tor- 
mented wiA them from iiie r«ey momentcf landing. 
It is surprising to find them so importttoate ki eo 



fine an Islaadf and where the n ccema r i ea of iifa 
ought to abound. 

Wine is the staple commodity : the produce 
during the year 183? was 14,150 pipes. The export 
the year previous to onr visit amounted to 8435 
pipes, of which about 3800 pipes went to the United 
States. The inhabitants of Madeira are much alive 
and justly jealous of the reputation of their wines, 
which are generally the engrossing topic of conver- 
sation. An amusing excitement existed duiing our 
visit. A London pajjer ( Fin Times) had usst^rted, 
that foreign wine had fre<^tu;uUy beeu introduced 
into Madeini, and afterwards expoitod as the ge> 
nuine article to the United States in particular; 
and what gavp more force to the story, it was stated 
aaafaet, that 70 pipes had lately been entered, at the 
expense of 1000 dollars, and remanufactured. Every 
body was up in arms. The commervial association 
of Funchal passed resolutions denouncing the pub- 
lication iu strong terms, as designed by certain in- 
terested penons to injure the reputation of flie 
wnie of >iadeii'a. So strict are the laws to prevent 
frauds, that even genuine Madeira, after being once 
shipped, cannot be returned to the island. I heard, 
however, of an attempt, and but one, to smuggle in 
Teneriffe and Fayal wines, which was discovered. 
The casks were broken, the wine destroyed, the 
boats confiscated, and the smuggler condonned to 
be transported to the coast of Alrieft. 

The people are industn'oiiR, sober, and civil, and 
nl [hough ignomnt, i should think happy. There is 
little, if any, mixed blood among them. They are 
of the old Arabian stock. Free negroes are seen. 
Dark hair, eyes, and c<imi>lexion, are most common; 
but much diversity in form and ft ature, and in the 
colour of the hair, exists. The character of the 
features of the inhabitants is usually rather a 
broad face, high check bones, and pointed nose, 
full lips, good teeth, and retreating chin. The 
men are rvey muscular, rather above Ae atiddie 
height, strongly l>uilt, and capable of enduring 
great fatigue. We all agreed that the women 
were particularly ugly, which fa to be imputed 
in part to the hard labour required of them. 
The two sexes do not appear to belong to the same 
race. 

The men of the lower order are dressed in a 
kind of loose trousers (eneeas), descending as far as 

the knee, with a f^liirt or jtcket of a gaudy colour. 
Both sexes wear a kuid ot cap (earapuca), of very 
Binall dimension!*, tied under the chin. Its use is 
not readily conceived, as it is only a few inches in 
diameter at its base, and terminates in a conical top, 
like an inverted funnel. 

The women wear bodices, with short pettiooats 
of a variety of eolonrs, in stripes. They baTo 
usually sbnr^ aii i ' toekings, but tliey generally go 
barefooted, ■with these articles tied in a email bun- 
dle, to bo put on when they wish to appear fine* 
The children are poorly dad^ have but one gar- 
ment, and that dirty. 

The habitations i)f the lower order would be 
called huts iu our country. They are composed of 
walls of stone, about five or six feet high, with a 
roof rising on all sides to a central pole; arc 
thatehcd with straw or broom, and contain only 
one room. The only aperture for light and smoke 
is the door. There is but little necessity for chim- 
neys, as fire is seldom reqnired. It is said that in 
the northern part of the ishind, some of the pen. 
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sants make their hahitatiou tu cavca or excava- 
tiuas on the hill-dde. 

In tlii> f nvu of Funclial there arc tminy elegant 
fstabiisiiiueiits, and much luxury aniung the higher 
classes, but the poorer classes are lodged misei-a- 
bly. The houaes ace generally of one stury, of 
which the exterior is wSl kept, being neatly white- 
washed; but till' interior is any thing but comfort- 
able. They have but one entrance. The floors 
•m pftved wHh rmuul stones, and the walls are of 
rangh BfoTie, prcf^'titing no better an appnaranco 
than our woyd-cellai-s. The furniture is iicauly, 
and of the coarsest kind. 

Travelling is performed in sedan-chairs. This 
mode is always considered tlie safest for ladies, 
|iarticularly in crossing tlie mountains. Horses 
and mules are seldom used. On leaving Fuuchal 
ftm the oountrj, it is one eontintied aseent between 
liigli stone walls*, these forming abutments to the 
terraces, which are covered with vines, and aiJ'wi*d 
proteedon from the san. After reaching' the hills, 
one enjoys a dcli^;htfiil view of the beautiful gar- 
dena. The road-bides are lined throughout with 
flowers (to us those uf the green-house), among 
them fuehstas, digitaliSp rose geraniums^ punica 
granata, roes indica eoeeinea, hydrangea hortemtis, 
mixed with box-trees, myrtles, &c. 

The valleys are covered with the belladonna 
lily, and the monntdn-patsea cannot be compared 
to any thing more appr«)priate than to a ricli 
flower-garden left to grow wild. Added to all 
this, a elimale wliieh resembles cur incat spring 
weather. 

Sneh of the peasantry as do not gain a snbsiBt- 
ence in the viueyards have usually a small patch 
oi ground which they cultivatCi raising grain, coiu, 
potatoes^ and the tare (arum eaenleDtum). in qaaa- 

titles barely sufficient to rkc ont a scanty living. 
The cultivation is commonly performed by haud, 
altfaoag^ a plough of very simple eoiurtrueliea is 
sometimes used. Many of the peasantnr are em- 
pl«>yed as carriers, and one is much strack by their 
nun\bers when entering Funchal early in tin* 
morning, with sheep-skins filled with wine on their 
sboulden, that look at a distsnoe mine like the 
I live animal than a filled sliin. Thew skins are 
I preserved as entire as possible, even the legs of 
the animal being retained. They are generally 
kept steady by a band that passes over the fore- 
head, which supports a great part of the weight. 
About twenty-tive gal!i>nH, weighing more than 
two hundred {MHUids, is a load. They move rapidly, 
and cany ^is load live miles for m mere trim. 
T'l us, (Mr nf the most r i rnriikable features in tlie 
population was to see a female uot only thus em- 
ployed, but a sfeont mountain lass trudging np a 
steep path with ease, under a load tliat would have 
■t»6KBr©d one of our labourers, even for u short 
distance. 

The maimer of ezpxessing the juice I have no 
where seen partienlsriy deserilied; and although a 

description of it may not add a ri li h to the cup, 
yet it will show the manufactnre as conducted ac- 
cording to the old custom, at the preeent day. A 
firiend of our consul was obliging cnongh to show 
us his works, and the machinery for expressing 
' the juice from the grape. It was in a rode sort of 
ahe«L On cor approach we heard a sort of song, 
with ft eontinoiHrihimiping, and on enterinig mw 
six men stamping videiitfy in * vat of lix fMt 



square by two feet deep, tltree un each side of a 
huge lever beam, their legs bare up to the ^ighs. 

On our entrance thry redoubled tlieir exertions lil! 
the perspiration fairly poured front them; the vat 
had been filled with grapes, and by thdr emrtionB 
we were enabled to see the whole proce#>s. After 
tlio grapes had been sufficiently stamped, and t lu- 
men's li gs well scraped, the pulp was made into 
tlte shape of a large bee-hive, a rope made of the 
yoong twigs of the vine being wound aroond It. 
The lever was then used, which has a lar^.' stone 
or rock attached to it by a screw. Xlie juiee t\uw» 
off, and is veoeived in tubs. The produce of the 
press is oa an average abotit fifty gallons daily. 
Each gallon reijuires about ten buslielH of gra|>e8. 
The taste is very much like sweet cidi r. The 
prooess is any thing but pleasing, and endeavours 
nave been made by English residents to substitute 
machinery, but the prejudices, voxatlnns, and dith- 
cultieR experienced have caused them to give up 
the attempt, 'i'he general average is from one to 
three pi|>es of wine per acre finnnrtily. 

The south side of Madeira, as is well known, 
although not the most fertile, produces the iinetit 
wines. Evesy point which can be cultivated sue- 
ce^fully is attended toi, and earth is brought to 
iiK n 1 . the soil from other parts. The kinds of 
gi'ai>ut» are various, and the wines manufactured as 
numerona. The common Madeira is obtained from 
a mixture of Bual, Vcrdelho, and Negro Mollo 
gmpes; the Malmsey and Scrcial from gra)K.b of 
the same name. TlteM is ft great difference in the 
spots and peculiar eanosure where the vine grows; 
and different binds of wine are produced, accord* 
ing to the state of maturity to which the grapo is 
allowed to arrive at before being gathered. After 
being expressed, it is put into easM, undergoes the 
process of fermentation, is claiificd with gypsum 
or i.->ingla8S,and a tsuudl purtiou of brandy in lulded, 
two or three gallons to tlie pipe. 

The deportment of the lower chisses is a mixture 
of politeness and sen ility. They invariably noticed 
us in passing by Uiking off llio cap; and on re- 
ceiving any thiiig, kissed their hands, or made 
some other respectful sstntatiun. 

The langnngo spoken in Madeira is Portu- 
guese, but with a rapid utterance, or rather, 
clipping or abbreviating of their words and mipieB* 
sions. 

The ignorance of the common people seems 
great. Few can read, and still fewer write. It is 
said they are acc^uainted with no more than three 
coins, all of which are Sponmh, namely, dollars, 
pistareeus, and bits, and that Ti-iniiy kinds of Por- 
tuguese coins current at Li«l>ou will not pass in 
Madeira. The want of ft amall deafiripiimi of 
money is much felt 

I (Urected a party of officers to make an excur- 
sion to the top of I'ico Ruivo, in order to ascertain 
itM height, and that of the several points on their 
way up. They remained ftmr honn on the anm- 
I mit, during which time simultaneous observations 
were made at tho consul's house by lieutenant Carr 
and myself. They ascended hf the Santa Anna 
road, which is the only one now said to be practi- 
cable. Punta d'Empefio, the highrat point of cul- 
tivation, was found to be four thoosaad ono hun- 
dred feet above the sea. 

The magnetieal obaervaitiMia Ibr dip and inten- 
aitjr mttt also made, and tlie longitatto by chrono> 
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meter was found to be 16° 54' 11" W. Latitude 
by observati..!!, 32' .38' 11" N. 

The marketa are well supplied with meat, poul- 
try, fish, and 1^ kinds of vei^etables. 

The Imt noticed by Bowdich was the only one of 
the nuunmalia seen in a wild state. Of birda^ two 
species of hawks, the linnet, the canary, tiie gdd- 
Kiich, tho yellow wagtail, and the swift, were all 
that were seen. Sea-iisli are abundant; but nut a 
single trace of a fresh-water fish was seen or fuun l j 
in tlie efeceanw. Many apeeiaiaiui of anetacea, 
tnseets, and moUuBoa were added to our eollee. 
tions. 

The ride to the Quinta of Mr. Beau at Comancba 
is floe of tike prettiest the island affords. It is 
towards the east end, and some eight or ten miles 
from the town of F unchal. For variety of scenery 
and the beauty of its grounds it is not exceeded by 
soy oo the ialsndy and it gives a good ide* of the 
elnet of Englfsh taste wlien atpplled to the seenery 

sod fine cliniaU of Madeira. Th road to it is 
the same that has been before described, paaaing 
through the gorges and around the di£Riffeot spurs, 
which gives great variety to it, and present"? mnny 
Hue views. Having a note of introducUun from 
our OMMniVws Slopped at Mr. Bean's gate, and sent 
the aervwit in, who returned, informing us tliat 
Mr. Bean was not at borne, but a kind invitation 
to enter was aeot to us firam his lady. W« did wa, 



riding through hedges of fnehsiaa and myrdes 

twelve feet high, when a beautiful littli t tLiL;e on 
a small level spot burst suddenly upou our view, 
with its TMnndahs embosomed in ereeping vines; 
and from tho notes of varioas kinds of birds, one 
could aloKiSt liave fancied oneself in an aviary. 
Several small lakes were partially seen, their 
dimensions being ingeniously hid from view. On 
one of them was seen a tiny fleet safely moored, on 
J aiii ithcr waterfalls, &c. ; the banks of othera were 
surrounded with aquatic plants^ among which was 
the ealla Ethioflea in fidl Moom. Then again we 
were Htriu k with the dahlias, geraniums, mst h, 
and jasmines, and the varieties of trees aod »brubs 
from the tropics, besides willows, oaks, elms, &e., 
tliat were familiar to us. A view through the 
trees down the gorge uj the distant ocean was 
beautiful, bringing before ua all the bold scenery 
of Madeira: tnily it was sn enehantiag qpot. The 
gronnds are extenriTe, and laid out witii great 
taste, and each Bpot appeared in keeping with the 
whole. The hill behind the house was foond by 
the sympiesometer to be two tbooHnd md olnety- 
eiglit feet a^ovr tho Invel of tho sea. 

After a stay ot a week, wc had made ail our 
recurs and amngemouts which were neaqpnnry 
in oonseqnenoe of our defective outiita, reeruited 
the offioera and men, and prepared for oar de- 
parture. 



CHAPTER II. 

CAPE D£ V£iiD£S— RIO D£ JANEIRO. 

■QUAORON SAir.s VHOM MA1h:i;\ i-, r. R I N 13— BEARCn FOR snoALS AND VIG I A - — A RKl VAt AT ST. JAfiO — APPBAM- 
AHCE OF THS ISLAND— TUWN Of FOaiO FSAYA — ITS POPULATIOM— LAMGU A6JS — VISIT TO TRK QOVSaMOB^ 

pvsue vovvTAn— XASKSf— vai&a ojp mscawixa naawma— catMato— saaTse— sassa— asraBfoas vaoa 
reato raaTa— nnnasa aaaacB vea saoar,a isairaa ac aio JAsaiao^ 



On the 25th of September, havhig completed all 
that was deemed necessary, we sailed from Ma- 
deira, and stood to the southward. Intending to pass 
over the localities where shoals wen supposed to 
exist. 

After passing the Canary Islands, we experienced 
a carrait setttnr north-east by east» of about ooe- 
foorth a mOe an hour, until we readied the 

latitude of Bunavista, one of the Cape de Verde 
Islands. This somewhat surprised me, for i had 
Ibrmed the idea that the set of tlio cuiniik should 
ha VP hvc-n in the direction of our course ; but 
many careful observations with the current-log, 
and the difference between our astronomical 
ofaewrvatioDS and dead recluming, gave the same 
roBulU}. 

It \vag rny intention on leaving the TTnitt il States 
to pass from Madeira tiirough tho Sargasso Sea, in 
evoer to ascertain something definite in relation to 
this unexplored and interestuiu 1 i cality.and to gain 
some iuformatiou relative to the fucus natans, or 
gulf-weed, the origin of which has remained so long 
in doubi. Deep soundings in this part of the oeesa 
t deemed would be veiy interesting, and afford sn 
opportunity of settling the origm of this plant, which 
is spread over the whole ocean; but my time did 



not pennit me to make this deviation from our 
direct course, and I hoped on my return to have 
ample leisure for its exploraHon. 

On the 2Rth of September we passed into dis- 
coloured water, ae green in appearauoe as that of 
fifty fathoms' depth. On entering it, the thermo- 
meter fell one sad a half to two degreea. The 
distanes run in it wn about Ibur hundred and fifty 
miles. Repeated casts of the deep sea lead were 
had in from two to three hundred fathoms, but no 
bottom found. The water was partlenlarly exa- 
mim-d f i- uniinalcula', hut none were rir^teeted. On 
leaviiig it, a rise of temperature took place of two 
degrees; and much phoflphoraseeiMSS was Seen when 
we had naaaed out of it. 

The mut shoal searched for wis the Maria Rock, 
said to be in latHmL^ 19° 46' N., and longitude 
20° 50' W. In its ueiehboorhood our position was 
carefully ascertained. The vesssls were Aen spread 
ui open order, and a course sailed to pass directly 
over the spot. The surface of the ocean visible 
was not less than twenty milee in Utitude, with 
evenr oftpovtunity which elear we^lier eould afford. 
Good look-outs were kept at tiM mast-head, and 
there waa a suffiriint swell to cause breakers on 
any shoal within fifteen feet of the suriace. We 
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ntn over tho locality without pcvrceiving any thuig 
that indicated a shoal. 

Thp cittmtinn of tho Bom Fflix Slioal, laid down 
about teu leagues to the south of the above, vvaa 
passed over in the same manner, sounding re- 
p«ftt«dbr far bottom trith throe ImndEed fitthoow 
of fine, ontoo aiipeoraiiee of adioal wu ohoervod. 

The reported {wsition of the I? u- tta Rocks 
next claimed our attention, in latitude 10" 32' N., 
and loaaftude 20° bf W. After this locality had 
been wdl examine<K n <'onrsf' wna 8teerc<I over its 
supposed b<»uing from BonaviHta, one uf tlio Capo 
de Vevdo lilands. The Tessels of the squadron 
soundiDg ovary half hour during tho nigh^ which 
was clear and bright moonlight *. 

<i[i lliL' night of the 6th of October, we hove to off 
the island of St. Jaco. Seldom have we seen tlte 
sea oxluhit ao wmSa pliMphoresceiiee. Its bril- 
liancy was so great, that it might truly be salcl to 
have the appearauco of being on fire. We nmdc 
some experiments to ascertoin the depth to which 
these phosphorescent animaleutsB extended. After 
many trials, they were not found below eighteen 
fathoms. The temperature of the water at that 
depth was *t the suxlaoe 00°, and at one hon- 
dred firthoms depth 08*. The mean temperature 
of the air from Madeira until our Ann val off this 
poit, was found to have increased from 69° to 7(f^, 
wUlo the diffaraieo in the water was from 71" 
to 81". 

On the morning of the 7ih, we anchored in Porto 
Praya bay. The island of St. Jago preHent^ a very 
different appeaianoe from Madeira, particularly the 
aonfh-eastera portion of it, though ita furmatkni Is 
km :\vti t ) l u -iinilar. Thric iU i" many high peaks 
and mouutaius in its ceuti-o, which afford a fine 
hadcgrmmd tor Uie barren and nnintereeting eoaat 

acenrry. 

The lime of our arrival was just after the rainy 
season, the island consequently presented a more 
▼erdani appeaianoe than it doea at other aeaaona ol 
the year. 

Our consul, F. Gardiner, i ^ came on hoard, 
and made na welcome to all the island afforded. 
An offiflcr waa deapatehed to call upon his excel- 
lency the govnTtnr. to rppoT-t finr nrrival, who 
proved to be a black man. Knowing that the re- 
gutatioBa leqairad permission for vessels to depart, 
the request waa made doling the interview, whioh 
he readily granted at any boor we eboee. 

The town of Porto Praya is prettily situated on 
an elevated piece table luid, and looked well 
from the anchorage. 

Tlic bay is an open one, but h not exposed to the 
prevailing winds. There is genei-aily a swell 
aetting in, which makes the landing unpleaiant 
and diffieult. The only landing-place ia a email 
rock, some distance from the town, and under a 
high bank, on wliic h there is, or rather was, a forti- 
fication, for it is now entirely gone to decay. It 



* iiaes ear eztndosdoo, I have leen a letter ftrom the 
Aswriean eonsnl at Porto Praya, F. Gardiner, esq., detailing 
the wreck of the British ship Charlotte in 1841, and v!'>tin^' 
this shoai iu latitude 16° 17' N., longitude 22° 21' ^V . 84' 
in longitude and 15' in latitude from the position I se.irclu d 
for it in ; whence H appean that It t» tbs Mme reef on which 
the Magdelalne waa loM. I have no kind of doubt but that 
i tlir) ought ill to be refimwl to the Hartwell Bcefl The 
I same geutleman waa eonfident St Uw ttme I asw Mm that 
tbe Hudalaiae had lM«a kwt «B tlM iMf of tbat 



commands the bay, and is situated about two hun- 
dred feet above the am, Tho horizontal stratiftea- 
tion of the red and yellow-coloure l sai. Kt me shows 
muiit conspicuously iu this clifi', iind tonus one of 
the most remarkable objects on this part of tho 
island. It ia <tf tacttaiy iucmation, and eontaina 
manyfteaib. 

On landing, a stmi ;:* r '.^ innnediatt l v ai - 
rounded by numbers ol the inhabitants, witli fruit, 
vegetables, chickens, turkey's, and nMrnkevs, all 
pressing him with bargains, aju! willing to take any 
thing for the purpose of obliging their customers. 
Many of them aooltoi a to mllow until tiuy meet 
with aoma new eostomer. 

The aoil, roeks, and every thing around on the 
surface, show imequivocul marks of volcanic origin. 
The rock above the tertiary forraatiou is a thick 
bed of cdhUar lava, with fragmenta of the aame 
strewn in every direction over iU A thin and 
poor soil gives but little sustenance to a light herb- 
age. Goats and aaaeoara found in great nnmbers 
grazing upon it 

The walk from the landing to the town is exceed- 
ingly fatlguinj^, and the road deep with sand. The 
first view of the town on entering it ia any thing 
but etriking, and all the ideaa fanned in ila fltvour 
are soon dispelled. The houses are whitewashed, 
and in general appearance resemble thoee inhabited 
by the lower orders in Madeira, but tiiejr are much 
inferior even to them. The north-cast part of the 
town is composed of rough stone houses, covered 
witli palm leaves. The streets ore wide, and in the 
centre is a large public a^uare^ the middle of which 
w ooeupied by a email wooden monument eaid to be 
emblematical of royalty ! A chapel, iail, ami l ar- 
racks constitute the principal public buildmgs. 
The fort, which flanks the town, is almost entirely 
in decay. This is the case with almost every thiny 
we saw here; tlic place ia, indeed, little better tluiu 
an African town. The houHea are of stone, one 
etoxy higbjpartl;^ thatched, and othera tiled. Their 
bitnfaof pVMenta only a few articles of abeoluto 
neeearity. Of comfort and cleanliness, in our sense 
of the words, they have no idea. The houses and 
streets are filthy in the oxtrBme ; and in both of 
them, pi^P, fowls, and m-^tiltt yp npjifar to claim, 
and really possess, ec^ual r^jlit^ with the occupauls 
and owner. 

The popnfaktim ia made np of an intermixture of 
deaeenaanto kom the Portngaese, natives, and 

negroes from the adjacent coast. The negro race 
seems to predominate, woolly hair. Hat uui»ei>, and 
thick lips being most frequently met with. The 
number of inhabitants in St. Ja^jo is ab<»iit thirty 
thousand. Porto Praya contains two thuuj^d 
till > iiundred, of whicu number one hnndrod are 
native ii'ortugucse. 

The language spoken la a jargon fimed by a 
mixture of the Portuguese and nogrt) dialects. 
Moiit of the blacks speak their native tongue. Mr. 
Hale, our philologirtf obtained here a vocabubury 
of the Mandingo language, and found it to agree 
with that given by Mungo Park. 

The officers of this garrison were, like the 
govomor, all black. Tim latter made a brilliant 
appeaianee^ dressed in a military frodc eoat, red 
iMish, two large silver €[>:iulrtfi h, and a military 
cross ou his breaat. Ue wa« guud-lookiug, although 
extremely corpulent, and apeaks both French and 
SpaniflbweU. He waa very civil and attentive. 
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Fruit, bread, cheese, and wlnee were handed about. 
Some of the wine vrnn made on the iHUnd of Fogo, 
and resembled the li^lit Italian wines. The cheese 
also was made here from goats' milk, and resem- 
bled the Spanish cheese. After doing ample jus- 
tiae to hi« exeellcncy's good fare, we proowded to 
view the lions of the place. 

The first and greatest of tliesc is the fuuntun, 
or common watering-place of the tctwn, above half 
a mile distant by the path, in a valley to the west 
of the town, and aUiiost immediately under it. The 
fountain is surrounded by a variety of tropical 
trees, consisting of datee^ eocN)»-nat8» hananasj pa- 
payas, sugar-cane, md tenumnds, with grapes, 
oranges, linieH, &c. fee, and when brought into 
comparison with the surrounding hinds, may be 
termed an enchanting «pol | but what adds pecu- 
liarly to its effect on a stranger, is the novelty of 
tlie objects tliat are bronght together. Over tliu 
spring is a thatched roof, and round about it a 
group of the moet remarkable ohieete in human 
shape that can well be ooneeivwL On one ride 
blind beggars, dirty soldiers, and naked children ; 
on another, lepers, boys with monkeys, others with 
fowls, half-dreaeed women, asses not bigger than 
sheep, and hogs of a mammoth breed ; to F^y 
nothing of those with cutaneous disorders, that 
were wdezgotng ablution. All conspired to 
form a scene pecoUar, I should think, to this semi- 
African population. Here sailors watering and 
washing, chatting, tilking, and laughing ; tliere a 
group of far nieiUe natives of all sizes, sliapcs, 
and colours, half dothed, wiA tiulMBed beads and 
handkerchiefs of many and gay colours, tied on 
after a different fashion from what we had been 
accustomed to, the shawls being reversed, flMtir 
ends hanging down behbd instead of before, com- 
pletely covering the breast and one-fourth of the 
face. This well barely supplies the wants of the 
inhabitants and shipping, and they are now about 
rob. The 



building a reservoir. The ^ole of the vfeone for 

it was prepared in Portugal, and made ready for 
putting up. It is to be of marble, and the water 
for its supply is brought two miles in iron pipes. 

A market is held daily in the morning when any 
vessels are in port The square in which it is held 
is quite a large one, wiili a cross in its centre. 
The market is not of much extent, but a great 
variety of tropical findts, of tiie kinds before enn- 
merated, are exposed for sale in small quatititii s, 
as well as vegct;ibles. These consist of cabbage- 
Icnvsi^ beans, pumpkins, squashes, OOm, potatoes, 
yams, mandiooa, &c. All these were spread out 
on the large leaves of the cocpa-nut tree. No kind 
of meat was for sale. The only articles of this 
description were chickens four or five days old, 
tied up in bunelies, and some eggs. In oraer to 
obtain beef, it is necessary to buy the cattle at the 
cattle-yard, where, on previous notice being given, 
you may choose those that suit for slaughter. 
They are in general of small size, and dark- 
eotoured. Those we saw were from the interior of 
tile island, where they are said to thrive well. 

The morning drill of the recruits which was 
witn essed wss amoring. They were cleanly 
dressed, but the rattan was freely used by the 
sergeant j and what seemed characteristic or in 
keeping with appearane^s immnd, the sergeant 
during the drill ordered one of his men from the 
ranks to bring him some fire to light his cigai- ! 



No trades were observed, and hut cMM Small car- 
penter's shop. A few shops were snp^ied with 
cotton, hardware, Ac. There were nkewise a 
niiinliLT of 1 it (!>; wine shops, wh'-Ti^ ihvy also sold 
fruit, which they usually have in great plenty ; but 
all iSmr crops depend nmeh upon the vnm, and 
the inhabitants have also become indifferent or 
careless about raising more than for their own 
supply, ftom the heavy exactions of government 
made upon every thing that is cultivated. The 
demand fur shipping has of late years very 
much decrea.se<l. The improvement in the sup- 
plies and comforts on board of vessels on long 
voyages, now make it unneoessaiy totoneh in port, 
jis was formerly deemed unavoidable. 

Porto Praya is yet visited by whalc-ships for 
supplisa. Ahhough the soil is poor, and the crops 
\ery uncertain, yet the tropical fruits and some 
vegetables can always be obtained here. Theyajre 
usually, if time is allowed, brought from the in- 
terior. The inliabitants have at ttmes suffend 
almost the extremes of famine^ in eonseqnenoe of 
the droughts that ]n vail for Successive yt ars, and 
especially during the one that took place in 1832. 

The exports from these islands are salt, some 
ordinary wine, hides, front"?' s!<ins, and orchilla. 
The latter is a government raouopoly. Ninety 
thousand mifarees were paid by the company for 
the yeariy crop, and it ia said at that pvke to yield 
a handsome profit. 

The climate of these islands is said to be healthy, 
though exceedingly warm. It is subject to fevers, 
which generally take place during the rainy numths 
of July and August. Tliere is an indistinctness in 
the atmosphere that 1 have not experien<»d else* 
where, which causes every thing to be iU-dslinad, 
although the day may be fair. The same appear* 
anee was observed after a shower of nin as before. 
The temperature of the air wat finuid hsn to ba 
75*7', and of the water 8V. 

I^vea are imported from the ooaat of Afnea, 
and settlers or heads of families ai'e not allowed to 
bring w ith them more than ten slaves. There was 
one at the consul's, recently impoorled from the 
Foolah district in Africa, who was purchased by 
him for one hundred and fifty dollars. 

The costumes liere are so various, that it scarcely 
can be said that atny one of them is pecuUar to the 
isfamd. The men generaDy ifrear a wlitto durt and 
trousers, with a dark vest, principally the cast-off 
clothing of the whites. Others go quite naked, 
excepting a straw hat; others aeain are in loose 
shirts. Tlie women have a shawl fastened around 
them, with occasionally another thrown over them, 
covering the mouth and bust, and crosiung behind* 
The children for the most part go naked. 

The Rdief not having arrived, I deemed it an 
unnecessary dcti iitioii a vait her here. There 
w-2ts great necessity of reaching Rio de Janeiro as 
soon as possible^ in wder to complete our ontfito, 
and put t}\r vfssels in fit condition to meet the 
Autai'ctic eiuisiug as .soon as possible. I Uierefore 
determined to proceed thither forthwith. The 
store-ship did not reach Porto Piaya until the 
18ch, after a passage frrnn Hsmpton Roads of 
sixty days. Nothing more truly illusti-atea the 
necessity of navigating in the prevailing winds, 
than this passage of the Relief compared with that 
of the squadron. We took the route by Madeira, 
over one thousand miles greater in distancOy re^ 
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mained there a week, and yvt wts arrived at Porto 
Praj-a eleven days sooner. The Relief, pursuing 
the direct rontf^, hml li^lit battling winds during 
her whole passage. Although something is un- 
doubtedly due to her dull sailing, yet the differ- 
i enee ii too gi««t to be entirely Attributed to that 
otaK. Hie winde were genenlly fiMmd by her 
from the north war 1 an 1 ri fv ard, and southward 
and eastward, whilst we, iu a higher hititnde^ bad 
tliem from the south-west and the westward. 

On the 7th of OftnVrr ^vr l-ft ]'nTto Pmva, and 
stood for Patty's t>\erlalis, as laid dowu on the 
chart, in latitude 11" N., and longitude 24*» 26' W. 
We lost the trade winde the atky after we left 
Porto Praya, the 8th of October, in latitude 12° N., 
and h)njxitude 2"J° 30' W. The winds then be- 
came variable, and squalls of rain ensued. The 
upper eionds had atill a qiiidi motion to the west- 
ward. 

On tite i^tb we reached the supposed position of 
Patty's Overfalls, and were beeauned cloHe in their 
proximity fur furty-eigbt hours. NoUting was 
seen of them. If any had existed, we most have 
lieen made aware of it during the time we were 
becalmed, for we remained nearly in the same posi- 
tion forty-eight hours. Thence we stood for Wari- 
ley's Shoal. The weather had the same indistinct- 
ness that we bad first observed at Porto Praya, 
It miglit he termed a dry haze. 

The 24tb we reached the position assigned to 
Warley's Shoal, in latitude 6' 4' N., longitude 
21' 2o' W. \Vi sed over the Bupposcd locality, 
but saw no appearance of shoal water, or danger of 
any kind. 

We now ran for the French Shoal, In latitude 
4** 6' N., longitude 20P 36' W. Here the wind 
inclined i>> the soutliward, and we prooscded as C&r 
east as lonj^itude 13° W., passing over the two 
positions hud down by the French and English 
hyd nigra jdicrs, but saw nothing of it. 

We now tacked to the souUiward, to cross the 
equator in longitude 19* W. The weather had 
changed, the rains which we had experienced at ' 
iiiglit ceased, and Uie extremely indistinct atmo- 
sphere which at times had prevailed for the last 
fortnight disappeared. It is difficult to describe 
the peculiar effect this haziness produced. It 
seemed to me an effect the opposite of that of 
looming^ apparently diminishing all objecta Al- 
thoogh the nwiaon was seen, yet the esa and sky 
were so blended together, that it was difficult for 
the eye to fix upon or detine it at any moment. It 
was impOMiUe to use the dip sector. At the same 
time it was perfectly clear over head, with a bright 
sun, and the upper cirroua clouds, when seeu, were 
in rapid motion to the westward. 

The nights were now beantifol imtil near morn- 
ing, when it generally donded vnr, and remained 
rjvcrcast with flying clouds until evening. The 
zodiacal light was onoe or twice observed, but the 
prcnenco of these doads fbr the most pari pre- 
vented it from being seen. 

On the 29th, in latitude 3° 40' N., our obscrva- 
tiims gave a cuiTeut of ten miles in twenty-four 
hours, to the nortlu Until the Sd of November 
we had light winds; the upper stratmn of eionds 
was now seen moving from ilu- cast. On the 4tli 
we had a cry of breakers from tha ma.st-heaJ. We 
immediately changed our covrse and mn for the 
appsMMKW^ bat it iwoTed on Bearing it to have 



l)cen one ot ihe niaiiy optical iliusions fieen at soa, 
from the effect of light and shadow. 

On board the Peacock, ou the 30th of October, 
in latitude l"" 30' N., longitude 18° W., they wit- 
nessed a remarlcable appearance, resembling the 
■nrarabocealii^ radiating fram the wnrth-weet point 
of the heritoD fai diflRsnnt difeeHans, and extend- 
ing from south-west round by the north to the east- 
ward, at an altitude of from 10" to 60^; afterwards 
reaching to the zenith, and passing over tiie meea'fe 
disk, encircling Ikt with a faint halo of twenty 
d^rees in diameter. It continued an hour, and 
al&aqgh it was bright moonlight^ the pbsMOMOon 
was Tery distinot and beautifal. 

On the 6ih the winds drsw to the sonth-soath- 
ea«t, and we crossed the lino, as we had intended, 
in longitude 17° W., which enabled us to pass over 
and examine the supposed locality of the Triton 
Bank, in Icngitude 1^ 46' W., latitude 32' S. 

We had now heavy deposits of dew, on several 
fine and cloudless evenings. Indeed tlie sun had 
scarcely set before the ship was qnite wet with it. 
One of the essential requisites supposed necessary 
by Dr. Wells for a dejjosit of dew was certjiiniy 
wanting iu this case^ viz. that ** the temperaiure of 
the body on whieh It was depositsd shovud he eon- 
sider;ibly lower than the surnniiiding air:"— the 
temperature of the air and ship having rcmauu'd 
the same for sevstal days at about 78": all objects, 
hammock-cloths, spars, sdls, and rigging, so far as 
could bo ascertained, showed the same. And at 
the time when the dow was observed to be mojit 
copious we had a fine breeze, it has generally 
been supposed thai dew never IkUt off soundings. 
This at least is .in old saying among seamen : but 
oui' observations are at vanaiice with this uotiuit; 
for as far as every indieation went, both by sound- 
ing and blue water, we certainly IumI no bottom. 

The supposed position of the Triton Shoal was 
now pa^^ed ovt r, and examined carefully in the 
same uiauuer as her^ofore deaoribed, sounding at 
the same time with two and three hundred fiidioms 
of line. Noiliing of the kind was perceived, nnr 
was there any indii^tiou of soundings iu the dis- 
coloration of the water, or any ehaage in its tern- 
peratiire. 

On the 7th November nt noon we were in longi- 
tude 18^ 20' W., and latitude 3° 30' N. I then 
stood fur Bouvet's Sandy Isl^ w its reported posi- 
don. We saw nothing of it whatever. I was very 

desirous of continuing my s*t-areh farther to the 
west, from the report i had seen of variou.s vessela 
having e^|<erienced diocks of i artittjiiakLH, imd the 
belief having been entertained that shoals iniglit 
have be«n formed by them. The equatorial cur- 
rent having been felt, I was a\vare tliat iu getting 
farther to the west, I should lose the opportunity 
of examining the wieaiity where that distinguished 
navigator, aumiral Knisensteni, supposed he saw a 
volcano. I therefore gave up proceeding further 
to the westward in this httitnoe, and haoled np fur 
its position. 

It was now the 0th of November; we lutd de- 
lightful weather, and modsisle hreeasa firom the 
south and east. 

An amnsing eirenmstanee occurred tihis night. 

In our course we passed very near a large sail, 
which, from the night being dark, the officer of the 
deck of the Porpoise niiHttwk fwf flie Vincennes, 
although sailing on a difiecent eoorfle^ He imme- 
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diately, agreeably to hi» orders, foUuwed tim vcmvlf 
and oontmued after her until morning, when, to 
hia surprise, he discovered that it was a Urge 
Dutch ship. Fortunately I had perceived the ship 
pass, and conj<^cturcd, wlicn wc found tho pDrpoiso 
WM Qui iu sight at daylight, the nature of the mis- 
taks. I HMnfoM velnuwd my steps, and in aa 
hour or two we again canio in ^i^Iit of Iier, then 
tacked and proceeded on our cuurbd. Ou tlin next 
day, the tfaM Iwfaig very favourable, we hove-to, to 
get a deep-sea sounding with tliu wire line, and ran 
out one thuusaud six hundred futhums of it. Ou 
reeling it up, the w iro parted, and we lost nine 
hundred and sixty Uthoms of lin^ with our oonnd* 
ing apparatus, Inelnding one 

ing thermometers. The ^'.I^c WM btdUy fsvpuvd 
and ill adapted to the purpose. 

On the 11th we fannd ourselveB near the loca- 
tion of Kruppnstorn's f^nppn?fd slioal, ran over the 
position iu parallel liue», and satiafied ourselvca of 
its non-existence. 

On the ftfternooa of the 23td of NommiMBt. we 
took ft ^ht wfaid from the eovth-ewt, and wim all 
sail set stood in f tlit magnificent liarbour of Rio 
Janeiro. Our attention was drawn first to the high, 
fantastic, and abrupt peaks of Qavia, the Sugar 
Loaf, and Corcovado on our !cft; ivhllBt on our 
right we had the bold point ot Santa Cruz; then 
before us the city of San Salvador, and iii>- to vua 
of Sao Domiiigo, with Praya Gtande opposite, and 
the fahads niul fleet that hty between them deck- 
ing this beautiful expanse of water. These objects, 
with the pumaclee of the Organ Mountains for a 
baokgroimd, fttnn eneh ft scene that It would he 
rlittiruk to point out in what manner it could bo 
improved. The life and stir created by the number 
of veseelfl^ boats, and steamei's uf various forms and 
of all sizes passing to and fro, give great ftnimation 
to tho whole. 



Titt: niouittaius pre^eut a very peculiar appear- 
ance. Their tops and sides have a rounded or worn 
surface, deetitate of verdure, with the exception of 
here and there a yellowish patch, produced by the 
'l illandsias, which m places covers the rocks. The 
abruptness of the Sugar Loaf mopntain, an(|^ those 
imroedinteiy hehhid Saata Cruz, strikeB the epee- 
tator verv fur ihly. 

The shippmg do not form as in other places a 
'»re8t of masts. There being no wharves, 
they arc obliged to lie at anchor, exhihiting tlu ir 
proportions and symmetry to great advanUige. 
They are usually seen grouped together, with their 
dtffmint fiaga flying, forming » pietore that a 
pointeir woald delight m. 

There is a feeling of security on entering the 
harbour of Rio, that I have seldom experienced 
elsewhere^ not even in onr own waters. The 
mountains seem a-s it werft to afford complete pro- 
tection from the winds and ocean. We anchured 
near E^xados or Hospital Island, and fbond the 
PflftOQch had nrrived here three d^ys before us, and 
tiuU the WM prooeodhig widi her vepeifs rapidly. 
The ves» Is b. Ing altogetlier unfit for the southi'rn 
cruise, it became necessary to effect the requisite 
repairs aa qieedily as possible. 

We are indebted to the Hon. William Hunter, 
our chargif d'affaires, and uur consul, William Sla- 
cum, esq., for many kindnesses and attentions 
received during onr stay at Ilia Through their 
intercession, I obtained the use of the smul island 
of Enxados, which was well adapted to our pur- 
poses. The instrumenta and stoi-es were allowed 
to he landed there free of Inspection, nod every as- 
sistance wc could desire was afforded us by the 
government and its officerii. How different a policy 
and treatmanft from that pursued towards captain 
Cook some seventy years before, under an ignonnt 
and jealous colonial government ! 
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Thk city of San SaWnrlnr, bett<;r known aa Tlio de 
Janeiro, has been often described. At the time of 
our visit, a great change appeared to have taken 
place within a few years, as well in its outward 
appcai-ance :us in its government and institutions, 
thus giving to the whole a different as])oct from 
that it formerly wore. Under its former monarch, 
Dmi Pedro the First, H had all the aspect of a 
0 iiii t i^esidence; now it is the very revera*!. I 
shall therefore give my own impressions, and sketch 
a picture of its state as we fonnd it in the latter part 
of the year 1838. 

Republican funns, habits, and customs, arc gra- 
dually creeping in under its new and reformed con- 
atittttion. It 18 not to be denied that tho people 



now appear to be much hotter off than fonnerly, 
and more at liberty to carry on tiieir lawful pur- 
suits. Cbimnerce and intercourse with foreigners 
are cvcrj' day making liberal advauce.s, Evei*j' one, 
ou his first landing at lUo, will be struck with the 
indiscriminate mingling of all classes, in eveiy 
place, all appearing on terms of tho utmost eqna* 
lity;— oftoen, soldiers, and priests, bodi black and 
white, mixing and performing their respective 
duties, without regard to colour or appearance. Tho 
only distinction seona to be Aat of freedom and 
slavery. Tliere are many wealthy free bUcks, 
highly respectable, who amalgamate with the white 
families, and are apparently received on a footing 
of perfect equality. The polioei too, eonststing of a 
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oatioDAl guard, has taken awajr tkuoe fumw of 
niliteiy fMurmde that fcomerly ambImI. An afr of 

independence^ h (creeping in even among tlie work- 
ing daues. Any little service that is required, 
aim for whidi fliqr are well iiaid, ihejr appear to 
consider as a favour donp yon. The Tntchanical 
artB are at least half a century bebiad thi.se of ouv 
own country. The churches, which are numerous, 
are fiJiing into decay, wliidi givaa a dilapidated 
look to die txty^ its ralgioos eeremoaiea are dis- 
pensed with, and to crown all, the slfps of tlie 
church^ are made a market-place for the sale of 
sboep, pigeons, IMt, Ae: To judge ftnm appear- 
ances, and the attendance on its scr^Iree, there 
exists little religious feeling towardtj the Roman 
Church. It is true, the same oon»tant ringing of 
bdb oocon that ia to be heaed in all Catholic coun- 
tries, and ofhmr ontward afgiwaMitill kept up; but 
the priesthood are Tiat regarded with sach awo as 
Uiey formerly were, and society seems to be break- 
ing through die trammels that have so long en- 
slaved the female portion of it. Religion is a mere 
uame among the youth of BraziL The aged are 
still observant of its ceremonies, but little or no 
attention is paid to the Sabbath. The stores and 
die workshops are open the same as on other days. 
A few are seen going to worship in the morning of 
that dayj but a greater number aUend the bil> 
Hard'tabtea in the afternoon, and flie theatres at 
uight. 

We saw Rio de Janeiro under its most favour- 
able aspect, that of the holidays, when the chnrcb 
had put on all her finery and decorations, and every 
one, slave as well as master, seemed intent upon 
enjoying himself. The Christmas week or holidiiys 
give a respite from all labour, and various are the 
SBweneato. Th« ebuvebea are deoked, and tfie 
services extraordinary. 

The neglect of the public walks and roads shows 
a want of proper attention, and strikes the visiter 
as different from the usual order of things around a 
court So far tm cleanliness goes, Rio, I am told, 
is not much improved. It has every advantage to 
make it a clean city, but the inclination aMieu*8 to 
be tnmting. Although the goveromeut m doing 
little, one sees the sjuiit nf enterprise among the 
citizens. Many private dwellings are being erected, 
and I understood HtuA vaaay other hnprovenients 
were taking place. 

The houses of the city are strongly built of stone, 
cemented together with clay; this is used in oon- 
sequenoe of the scarcity of lime^ wbiefa i» mly ob- 
tamed by boming shells fisbed up trtm the bay. 
The liLuis* s ;u'o plaster' il on the outside, and have 
a pretty appearance and colour. The floors, beams, 
and roofb are made of Hut hard wood of the coun- 
try, of great size and strength, %vhich arc indeed 
necebsary from the heavy tile roof they have to 
bear. Very law of the houses have yards, cellars, 
or gardena; eonaeqnently the dweUeca are atill 
greatly inoommoded from Ae want of water-elosete, 
detrimental l ufli to health and comfort, and not 
only an annoyauce and inecmvenience to the inha- 
bitants themaelvee, but ahttted by tiw atnuiger hi 
passing through the streets. 

We of course saw all that was to be seen in Rio. 
The efaurehea ebimed our first attention. They 
are riehly daeorated in the interior, with masaive 
gold ud aQTer 4>niament8. (kk aooM of the altars 
« tiia aahtlB it it die praetiee to anapend the 



diseased parte uf the b«Mly in wax, in hnanar of the 
enre supposed to faave been efl^etod by the ninti^ 

intercession. Tlie sight of tfii si- i^^ tmly di-<:n"ting, 
although they are far from being well executed. 

The Miserioordia has now become much out of 
repair, and I understood liad falleu off in its 
charitable usefulness, but it still shows tliu remains 
of its former splendour. Few monks were seen 
about, and dead bodies were laid out in the Green 
Honse. At iStue time we iMted H tihere were eight, 
t!i( LTt ater part of whom were negroes. A monk 
was seen saying a hasty prayer over the bodies, 
which weve at once thrown into the trench, when 
tliey were sprinkled witli lime, placing one layer 
over the other, until the hole, about six feet square 
and as many deep, is filled or level with the sur- 
face. After one of the trenebea la filled, another 
is dug by the stde of il The crowded alate of 
this place of infi nu iif is hut tOO evident from the 
number of skuHs and bones lying abott^ aome still 
with portiona of lleah adhering to then. 

On the same evening, whilst this scene was still 
fresh in our minds, and as if iu strong oontrast 
with it, we met tlie ftmeial of a person of distinc- 
tion. A blaek hearae^ ornamented with bUck 
plumes, was drawn by nrales. The driver had a 
cocked-hat and black ])lume. The coffin was 
oovered with a scarlet pall ornamented with silver. 
About twenty altar>l>oya, in thdr ehurdi dreea, 
preceded the hrnrso, which was surrounded by 
about the same number of black servants, in livery, 
all carrying lighted wax candlea. The body, on 
arriving at the imperial chapel, was removed into 
it, and all who entered the chapel were fiimislied 
with lighted tapers. Mass and the funeral service 
were performed by the priest, and some delightful 
nrarie by a fnU choir. The body was then taken 
into the Canipo Santo, a kind of amphitheatre, 
with high walls, a short distance from tlie uliurcli. 
About a thousand vaults are built in the wall. One 
of them was opened, the body interred, and the 
wall Luilt up again. The centre of this sepulchre 
is laid out in a flower-garden, and ia about one 
handred feet in diameter. 

Deeember 2A waa the Urthday of die emperor, 
Don Pedro the SucoinI, who then was thirteen 
years old. It was celebrated with all due pomp. 
Great preparationa bad been making fur many 
dajs. He was to pass into the city from St. Cliria- 
toval, his usual residence, in procesijiou, and to 
hold a levee at the city palace. The streets were 
atrewn with orangu u>d other leaves* a triumphal 
ardi ereeted, &e. But a description of his pro- 
gress will give a better idea of it. 

Having left St. Christoval, he entered the city 
about noon, preceded by a large troop of horse. 
He rode v ith liis sisters, one sixteen, the other 
fourteen years of age, in a splendid jt^ndish car- 
riage, with bronze and gold mountingp^ oiAwn by 
eight cream-eotomred horses, gaily eapariioned, 
wRh flQver-monnted harness, the aervanta in rich 
liveries. Three carriages, drawn by six horses 
each, followed, containing officers of state and his 
hooaehold, the whole surronnded by the emperor's 
guards, and above five thousand military follow- 
ing. Great crowds of people had assembled to 
witness this parade. As tlie carriages passed 
under the balconies, g^anda of flowers were thrown 
upon them. They entsred the prindpal street 
thvou(^ » triuv^ial avdi, beautiful^ deoontad 
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with natural fluwen, ou which were placed two 
little boya, drawni in blue and pink, with wings to 

represent angels, each liolding a baeV.r-t nf fluwers, 
which they threw on the yuunj^ monarch as he 
passed, ^e houses in the etn-ets through which 
the {ffooesfllon moved were hung with satin damask 
drsperies of the richest tints. These I understand 
are kept expressly for such occasions. At short 
intervals national flogs were suspended across the 
etnels. The emperor moved on, receiviof; the 
same marks of afToction from his subjects until he 
reached tite great squai'e and palace, where lie 
•lighted. The troops forming aimmd As square 
soon came to order, and a general pause ensued, 
until the firing of the feu. de jo'u began, one of the 
most doaft'iiiii^ I ever hfurd. He tiiiished this 
public exhibition by showing himself to the nmlti- 
tade beh>w from the baleomes of the city pnlaco, 
and was received with many r/r<(^. 

He then htld his levee, which the Hev. Mr. 
Walsh has so well described, and whidi dosely re- 
sembled the one at which he was present, with this 
difference, that this was much more of a farce, in 
consequence of tlie boyhood of the emperor. No- 
thutg can be more ridicutous than to see »U the 
dignitaries and old men, «he niitred Iridiop, the 
h,i r lipluniatist, and the veteran soldier, ushered 
into tlie (iresence, and out again, without saying a 
word, or turnin<^ their backs on tilS young mo- 
narch. Mr. Walsh has, however, said nothing 
about the scene iu the aiuemom ; to mc it was the 
most ridiculous of all. The arranging the order of 
entrance to the prawnce, with due fom and eti- 
quette; the examination by each diplomatist, that 
lie h:\« hi-^ order of precedence; their anxiety 
to gatlier their suites around them, not imlike 
a hen with her efaiekens, to make the ftillest 
show ; all prepares one for the ridiculous scene 
that is to follow. The oldest resident minister 
always takes the lead. At night tlM city was 
iUamiiialed. 

Rio n now well snpplied with water. Aqueducts 
Iiave been fi;)isliMl within the hi.st two vtars, wliich 
briu^ it from the Corcovado and Tejuca mountaiua^ 
a distance of six or seven miles. Tliere are a 
number of public fountains in diF rmt parts of the 
city. All the water for tlic supply of families is 
transported by sUves. These fountains liave nn- 
raeruus jeti^ and some have pretty edifices over 
them. During the day, there are seldom less than 
fifty to one Imndred, Iji th iiklIl .unl fi m ili , waLer- 
carriers around them, iiUing their ius, with which 
they are seen moving about fwised on their heads. 
Near the large fountam called IIafari7,in the square 
of Santa Anna, are two large basins, about fifty feet 
long and twenty-five wide. These SM oommonly 
filled with about two hundred negro women, who 
daily assemble to wash. Numbers of them are half 
naked, standing up to their middle in the water, 
l>eating and thrashing the clotlies tliev are em- 
ployeiTto el«m against the adjoining walL 

Few articles are trauaported in any other way 
tlian by slaves, and it is extremely riu e to see a 
c ir; liawn by any benst of I ui i n. Antique 
looking carringea and two<wbeeled oalescas are 
generally seen. 

The museum is open twice a week : it is quite 
credital>le to the city, and well worth seeins. It 
appears to attract more attention from the inhabit- 
ants of Rio than I should hnve been Isd to expsst. 



It is extremely rich iu its native cullectiuui^ and is 
well taken eare of. 



The theatres, of which tlier^ 



are 



three, are sel- 



dom t)peH on week-days, but always ou Sunday. 

The buy is very beaotiful and is usually covered 
with small boats, feiuoca rigged, without decks, and 
generally about twelve tnns' bturdim. These boats 
are rowed by blacks. The oars are large, the men 
row in a standing posture, and thus add the weight 
of thtir bodies to weir streimitli. At times tin bay 
seenis nli^■r' ^vith thr iiniubcr of these vessels, and 
of 8n«all canoes, each made of a biugle trunk, which 
are used in fishing. Many of these vessels aiealso 
engaged in the coasting trade. Foreigners are 
usually employed to take charge of the latter, 
which sail under the Brazilian flag. Steamers are 
l>egiuniug to be used. One pUes between Kio and 
Santos, and during our stay, anotber left the har> 
hour for Moiite Vi'li m. Ttir L'l-eater part of tlit ws- 
sels in the bay art* uudur foreign flags, and I was 
much surprised to observe bow few comparatively 
are English, and bow ffliny are from the north «( 
Europe. 

The harbour of Rio may be considered as not 
extoiding fortlier than £nxadoa laUnd, above 
whieh few vessels Bsu The front of the city is not 

well adapted for wharves, and none consequently 
exist. There are some stairs, but they are nut 
well protected from the sea, whioh at times renders 
lauding almost impossible. 

In Rio, the vegetation seems to fix the attention 
abo%'e all other things, especially of those situated 
aa ws were in the hariMur, hnviug it oontiuuaUy 
belbre one's eyes. 

Here, as in all tropical climates, tlic tni'li uf ihv. 
remark made by a botanist, "that every tlw^ 
grows into shrubs and trees,** is obvieus. Herlia- 
ceouB plants are rare, and annuals may be said to 
be almi»>t wanting. The fruit trees are generally 
seen bearmg hwA uA flowers at die same time. 



This was tlie case, as observed by one of our 
party, even iu the cultivated apple on the Tejuca 

mountains. 

Tiie botanic garden is in a flat situation, backed 
by a high ridge of mountaittoos land. In front is 

a lake < f I t it lci li water, which forms a consider- 
able bay, aud communicates with the sea by a 
n«rr«iw uilet The entraaes to the gstden has a 
mean appearance, and does not correspond with 
the broad promenades within, which are planted 
with trees ou each side. The whole is laid out in 
the old Dutch style; seats, arboursi, and houses are 
eut outof aibor vitsB {Thuja oriMloKt). In ths 
fr-tttre of the garden was a small fciintaiD, noar 
which gr«w some fine specimens < f tlie splmdid 
bougamvillea bracteatea, in full tiuwer. There is 
also a fine collection of orcbides, which arc culti- 
vated on decayed tnmks of trees. The brtad-fruit 
trees {artooaryus inrisri and integrifolia) succeed 
very well. There were some trees of both kinds 
forty feet high, and tlie fruit of the latter as large as 
an ordinary water-melon. Sr^, < nil groups of bam- 
boos had a good effect among tho other trees, but 
their stems bore evidsDce of a propennty to the 
carving; of names, lu? a memento of the persons* 
visit. Among them I was glad to see the names 
of many Europeans, which serves to jtrove tliat thb 
habit does not exist among Americans al<me^ Hers 
an attempt was mads some yesrs Hneeto tntooduM 
the tsa^lsnt, with nslivsa of China to enltivale it. 
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The plautatiou api>eared tu oui' ix>taiiical geutlcMicii 
in a sickly state. 

The great and distinetive chankctertstic of Rio 
may be said to be its slaves niid slarety. This 
evil contimially presents it.sr lf to the observer, and 
he cannot, if he would^ divert his atteuUuu from the 
many sights whteh keep it before his mind. 

'I'hi^ slave poptrlation is stated at five times the 
niiinbcr of that of the wliites, and notwitlistauding 
the existing danger of maritime capture, the supply 
Ktill seems equal to the demand. Although many 
slavers are taken by the English cruisers, brought 
in and tried by tlie mixed coniniifision, agreeably 
to treaty, yet means are found to introduce the 
dsv«a. Two daTera were lyiug in charge of the 
En<^Iisli squadron while we were thi rr On board 
of tliein, though qmte small vessels, were two and 
tfme bmidnia negfoes. It is dithcult to imagine 
ereaturcB more emaciated an 1 nii« ralile. Nor 
will it fsiil to excite surprine, that they should be 
kept thus confined by those who affect to establish 
their fiwedom andameliorate tbsir ooniditioiD. These 
Tflssds it is enderstood liad otrtitfiied their Ttetfans 
on the eastern coast of Africa. 

Slaves are almost the only carriers of burdens in 
Rio Janeiro They go almost mksd, sad are ex- 
ceedingly niimorons. Thoy appear to work witli 
cheerfulness, and go together in gangs, with a 
leader who carries a rattle made of tin, and filled 
with stones (amilar to a child's rattle). With 
this he keeps dme, causing them all to move on a 
dog-trot. Each one joins in the monotonous cliortis, 
the notes seldom varying above a tliird from the 
k^. Tho words thejr use are frequently relative 
to their own countn-; sometimes to what they heard 
from their master, as they started with their load, 
bat the sound is the same. 

These slaves are required by their masters to 
obtain a certain sum, according to their ability, it 
is said from tv iity-live to fifty cents a day, and to 
pay it every evening. The surplus belongs to 
themselves. In defknlt of not gaining the required 
sum, castigation I am told is always inflict' 1 

It is said that the liberated negroes \^ li o ami 
slaves are particularly severe and cruel. Tlio 
usual load caivied is about (wo htindred poundis 
weight. 

Vast numbers of slaves have been and ai-e still 
imported anaually into this market; and as very 
many of the same nation or tribe associate toge. 

ther, they retain their own language, even after 
they hav« been in tlie euuntry for some years. It 
may lie seen by the most cnxeory exandnation that 
they art! marked in such a manner as to serve to 
distinguish their different races. Some have little 
of the distinctive negro character, and othecs more 
of it than any human beings we had seen. 

The negroes of Braail who have keen hroaght 
from Nortii and South .Africa an? divided into two 
distinct and very dissimilar cla.'ises. Tliu natives 
of that portion of the continent known under the 
general name of Upper Guinea, include the coun- 
tries in the interior uh far as Tinibuctoo and Bor- 
nou, being the whole of that region lately explored 
by the Dngiish expeditions. The sUves from this 
quarter, though of Tariovs nations and languages, 
have yet a general likeness, which stamps them as 
one race. lu Brazil they ai'e kuuwa uuder tlie 
Jume of MiHM, 

'Sim Mines slaves tie said to be distinguished 



from otherb by their bodily and mental qualities. 
Tiiey are generally above the middle hmght, and 
well formed, and betray little of the lOTIty ttWially 
ascribed to the negro race. 

In Brazil thoy occupy the highest position that 
slaves are allowed to attain, being euwloyed as 
eoofidenlial servants, artisans, and smaD toaders. 
They look down upon, and refuse to have any con- 
nexion with, or participation iu, the employment 
of the other negroes. Many of thmn write and 
read the Arabic, and nil can rrpeat some scntcnecs 
of it. The greatest number of slaves who pur- 
chase their freedom belong to this race. 

Tbope is one singolaribr which seems to be com* 
mon to the inhabitants of both regions, and which 
mny compared with the prru ti< - if tatt ooing 
winch prevails throughout the tribes of I'olyijesia, 
viz. custom of cutting or branding certain 
marks upon the face and body, by ivhicli tlic indi- 
viduals of one tribe may be distinguished from 
those of any other. This practice is general among 
ail the Miimsi, and also prevaile along the Eaitem 
or Mocambiqne ooaat of fioo^em Alifea. Among 
the Western or Congo tribes it does not appear to 
be universal. It will be readily understood that 
these marks are of great servkse to the slave- 
tradf rs, and all that have ranch to do with native 
Atncans soon learn to distinguish them; and the 
price of a slave in depressed or enhanoed aceord- 
ittgjy. 

The Mines are held in much fear in Brazil. 

They arc extremely numerous at Bahia; and it is 
understood that during a late insurrection, thoy 
had fully or^niaed tbeni8elv«s, and wwe deter- 
mined to institute a regular system of government. 
Tiiey iiud g»ne so far as to circulate writings in 
Arabic, exhorting tlieir fellows in bondage to make 
the attempt to recover tbcsr liberty. 

Tattooing, or marking, docs not prevail among 
tlic tribes of Lower Giiitn ii ti> any great « \ttMit. 
The Kambindas, who border immediately upon the 
Minas, appear to have bonowed from them the 
c tistnn-, but employ it rather for the purpose of 
ornament than as a mode of distinguishing their 
origin. The marin or figorea with whi^ thqr 
brand themaelveB are varioua, and aometimee oiriia* 
mental. 

The Mundjola, a savage tribe, living in the inte- 
rior, beyond the Loango district, are esteemed the 
least valnable of all the blacks imported into Bra* 

zil, being stupid, ferocious, and Intractable. In 
Africa they are stigmatized as man-eatei-s by UlO 
Other negroes. The Mundjola luk\e the 
negro fieatuns^ with somewhat of a Tartar i 
sion. 

The Benguela blacks have a much higher cha- 
racter as i^ves than the other nations of Lower 
Guinea. They avs next in eetimatioo to tte Mina^ 

being steady, industrious, and intelligent. They 
make excellent husbandmen. They are generally 
of good height, with features having less of the 
negro stamp than those of the Congo: the forehead 
tolerably high, the nose not much depressed, and 
the Hps moderately full. 

Many disgusting objects nmy be seen among the 
slave population at nio, but I do not recollect 
having met with a beggar. I have understood 
that they are not mffer^ to appear in the streets. 
This is the law {a almost all dtici^ but here it b 
rigidly observed. 
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The Btreets of the city genemily croas each other 
at right anglea. Some few of them h«vo tiide-wtlki, 

but tney art' narrow and badly pavpd. Tbp gutters 
are in the middle of tin; sti%et«, wiUi a stream of 
water which emits a Bmell by no means agreeable. 
Those most frequented are the Rua Direita and 
Ouvidor. The former, containing the pahice and 
cathedral, is the broadest in the city. In the latttr 
are the principal ahopa, and it is the gayest. The 
MMete ftro |>»wl hlneks of sUme. What 
gives Rio its principal ctianu, are Its suburbs and 
the smali quintas around it. Nothing can exceed 
the beaaty of those around Gloria and DoUifogo. 

The amusements of riditig and iiHhing, with 
water excursions, are freijuent, and of the moat 
aj^recable kind. These and other advantages of 
s(i fine a climate bomi render a rcddenoe at Rio 
qnite desiraUa There is much plesMmt' foreign 
.s»)ciety, eompnwd of the diplomatic corps, many 
retired gentlemen, and generally th*^ ufllv«i-8 of tlie 
seveml men-of-war of different nations. 

There nppr nrM to he bnt little intercourse between 
tlie Brazilians and the foreign society. Tlie female 
sex particularly is still much restricted in this re- 
spect; and althoagh greftt improrement has iakaa 
place, yet they seldom mix in aoeial futereeime 
with foreigners; T am told that even among tHem- 
Helves they are seldom seen except at ceremoaious 
parties. Th^ are Teiy miaeh as one would expect 
them to be, reserved, retiring, and wanting in 
education. They dress after the French fa»hion, 
and are usually covered with finery, often dis- 
playing splendid jewels, without taste. There is 
none of that ease and gflicty which exists where 
the fair sex is conj^idererl on an equality with the 
other, and there is a total absence of that tone 
whidi s eonscMMisnesB of their vtiae gives to 
society. Their u-ual place of resort during tlie 
afternoon and evcuiug is the b&lcunies of their 
houses; some of them are occasionally seen at 
church. It 18 said they soon lose their beaatjyySII 
early age being considered as tlieir prime. 

Among the many places to which we had the 
honour of an invitation was one of their monthly 
halls, the white-jaeket ball, at Prays Orande ; so 
called in consequence of a request !ieing made on 
the card of invitation, that the geutlemen would 
come in white jackets, and the ladies appear with- 
out brilliants or other jewels. We gbdljr aeoeptod 
the invitation. 

On reaching the anteroom we were met by the 
committee of grattemen or maaagexa^ and kindljr 
greeted vHthout oereroony, making ns at once feel 
at our ease. We were shortly after ushered into 
one of the most splendid ball-rooms i ever saw. 
There were upwards of three hundred present, all 
dressed in pure whit«, without any finery whatever. 
The room was brilliantly lighted. We were shown 
around, and introduced to a great maiqr penoos of 
both sexes, who all seemed bent on amusement. 
It was truly a iatu iouct meetiDg. Seldom havo I 
seen so much good taste as was displayed in the 
arrangements, or bo good a tome of society. A 
good hand of mnsl^ au Bnudliaiis, played traltaes 
and marches alternately. I was told thcro were , 
many distinguished persona, senators, reprcsenta- ' 
tives of the eopgreSB^ &c., preaeol 

The langoMS generally spoken was Portuguese, 
though some few of the ladies, and many of the gen- 
thnwiyspdts French. I was not much stamok with 
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tlie beauty of tlie ladies. Thecreat eliann thrown 
orer the whole was the unafneled mannara and 

naivOi exhibited by the whole company. 

On the 27th of November the Relief arrived, 
after a passage of one hundred days, from the 
United States, the longest ever made. On requi- 
sitions bemg made for her stores, I was greatly 
and vexaliously disappointed to receive a report 
that they required a survey, as all were considered 
defeetiTe, Inehidfaif even flio hread and flour. This 
report, after a careful survey ! y prvrn officers, 
proved to l)e true. I had been infonned before j 
taking command of the squadron that these provi- i 
sions had bef 11 iiipprctr-d, and underBtood them tu 
be in good order, and that they would last over a 
year. 

We redoubled our exertions, and the Relief was 
despatched at the earliest day possible, the I4lh of 
December, in order to enable iier to reach Orange 
Harbour, in Terra del Fuego, the place I had 
fixed upon as a rendezvous, supposing she would 
take at least fifteen daj's more than the other 
vessels to reach the place at the same time. The 
boats towed har down the haxhunr, and gave her a 
&ir atari. 

Our repaita in Rio were extenrive, partienlarly 

those on the Peacock. Ainontj; other tliinps, the 
head of the mizzeu mast had to be cut off eighteen 
inches, In eonsequenee of a delt»et in It, which it 
appeared had been filled up with rope-yams and 
putty, and painted over, at her outfit. The defects 
about the vessel were so glaring, that in going to 
the high latitudes, it would have been impossible 
to secure the crew from great suffering and ex- 
posure. Even in tlie state in which the squadron 
was now put, I had every apprehension of the 
greatest dnasteis. The Psacoat, partionlarly, was 1 
wholly unscawnrthy with respect to such a cruise. 

My object in giving these details is not to im- 
pute blame to any one, however satisfied 1 may be 
of the gi-eat neglect in all the outfits, but to let the 
country know what were the difficulties we had to 
encount^^r. 

It is alwa^ difficult to calculate upon the delays 
that may ooeur hi a foreign port, particularly when 

it is nrcrssary to employ foreign workmen. Their 
houi-s, habits, and uuuuier of working are so dif- 
ferent fjpom our own, that great patieooeis required 
in those \vlio . m|ili>y t!jt m. The manner in which 
the calkers of Rio work, would draw crowds around 
them in one of our own cities; to see many of them 
engaged on a single seam on the outside of the 
Tessel, striking flie mallet at a signal given [ y tin i r 
leader or overseer with his whi.slle, is amusing. 
They are generally blacks rprobably slaves), and 
the leader a white man. The impresuon made 
npon us all was, that they were an indolent set : 
yet they are baid to understand their business well. 1 
I cannot, however, bear favourable testimony to 
their work; the calking of mj ahip waa certmnly 
badly done. 

The uncertainty of the length of time T sluntld 
be detained, rendered it impossible fur me to allow 
long abieneea llrom the amp. I was anxiena to 
have made some measurements of the Organ moun- 
tains, and that our parties should extend their re- 
searches beyond them to the Campos. 

Dr. Pickering and Mr. 3n«kenridge sn ee e sded 
in making the trip to the Ofpn meantsfam en • 
botaniealexeaiBian; but the entftts and duties eon- 
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neeted with tlie veaseb and observations, made it 
impca^le for me to spare any officers to make the 
measurement of their height, or to go myself. 
These gentlemen set out, having taken passage in 
the usual freight-boat (felucca rigged), for Ks- 
b«Ua, embarking tlieir haaea and mulea in an- 
other. Theie boate are not decked, and are of 
s'lffir i nt tonnage to inrilce them Bafe aiul convo- 
uient freight-boats. They generally have four or 
five slaves with a padron to numage theni. 

A little incident that occurred to tliese gPTitle- 
uieii will allow the difficulties to be encountered in 
obtaining specimens. They liad observed for a 
few days a beautiful jellow floweiiqg tree, that was 
very eonspieaous in tho forest Mlloving tbat it 
could be easily corae at, they VMlde the attempt to 
reach it, but without success, flndmg it, instead of 
bong low, a high and iDaeeeesible tree. They tben 
directed their steps to others, but were disap- 
pointed again. Determined not to be foiled in 
their pursuit, they again went off in search of 
others in sight; these, to thetr surprise, were on 
the opposite side of a river. Nothing daunted, 
Mr. Bracken riJge crossed it, though deep, and 
endeavoured to scale the tree. What had ap- 
peared near tihe gronnd, now proved a tree of some 
sixty feet in height, with a sniooth and slippery 
bark; and he rt^turned to his couipauiou empty- 
handed. Dr. Pickering next made the attempt. 
After crossing tho stream vnth difficulty, he 
reached tin; dcairod object, and cudcavourod to 
climb, but after reaching some forty feet, was 
ebUfed to acknowledge himself vanquidied. 

A few days befnre oar deportnre, we made atrip 
t«) the top of the Corcovado. The naturalists who 
i wore of our party observed that alinuat a total 
I cbiDge bad wken place in tlie plants since their 
last visit, about a fortnight before. I took with me 
the necessary instrunienis to measure its height, 
•ad we att amnaed oosselvaa with coUeeting planlai 



inseclB, lizards, A:c. W e took thu road that turns 
off near Gloria, and even before we began to 
emerge from the city, several novel kinds of ferns 
were observed growing on Uje house-tops aud wiUls. 
We soon entered coffee plantatiouH, groves of bana- 
UMf tamarinds, mangroves, and orange traeo. A 
vast variety of pbnta were pointed otit to mo by- 
Mr. Brackenridge, among them fVi 1 auliful 
vochysia, with its splendid yellow blottsoois, show- 
ing conspicuous among the rest. After afiitiguing 
walk we rt n -In 1 the top. The ?:ist fpiarter of a 
mile, or thu huit ri^ to it» summit, eau8e^ one to 
become somewhat breathless in a hot day ; but 
when the top is gained, it is worth all the labovr of 
cfimbing, and amply repays for the exertion. 

The whole of the magnifioent harbour, the city 
and environs, lay beneath our feet. A bird's-eye 
view is had of every tiling, grouped in tho neat 
pleasing variety; and nothing strikes one so for- 
cibly the while sandy beaches of Botofogo and 
Praya Grande, witli the beautiful blue of the sea 
wasliing on them. The many lakes, the castellated 
p«>aks and the variously-sliaped, craggy, and broken 
hills, arc all softened by the liglit and airy green 
vegetation, creeping up their sides so as to melt 
them ahnoet into one. The day waa beantifolljr 
clear, and the refre^^hing sea-breeze ju.Mt what we 
could detiiro. To form an idea of the beauty of Rio 
and its environs, it ia neoessai-y to mount to the top 
nf tho Coroovado^ or some high peak in ita neigh* 
bourhood. 

After finishing our obscr>'ations, and fully satis- 
fying onnelvee with the beaatifal soene, we de- 
scended to the Belle Rne, where we enjoyed a rest 

and lunch. We returned totlio t ity by the way of 
the aqueduct late iu the afternoon^ all greatly de- 
lighted with our day's jaunt, whioh» beside the 
amnsoment, had proved .» profitable one in the way 
of collections. 
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DuuRo my stay at Rio, I had an opportnnlty of 

seeing several intelligent gentlemen who had long 
been residents of the country; I am tndobted to 
them for much information relative to the political 
state of this empire. Brazil, though quiet at the 
thus of our visit, will long hv. dcsdned to outbreaks 
and alarms, either from local oppression or ^omo 
•light political movements. The people, for the 
most part, take very little intoreat In poUnoL or in 
the gsneial welfiupe of the state. Aa^e^tiieiirliablto 



them averse to mental exertions, and they 
generally prefer their own ease, which precludes 
them from euga^jiug in political excitement. They 
are not yet sufficiently advanced in civilization and 
educaUoo, so far aa regpurda the maai of the popu- 
lation, to rise firoin the meotil degnadatioB whieh 
the poiiey of the mother counter entailed upon 
them. 

The BrazUianB, from Ihe eharaetav I htm 
ceived of them, are vezy 
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tllioua, susceptible of flattery, suispicious ^tt cour- 
teous, Bclfish, cunning; assuming frankness and 
^cncrn<?ity, timid, unsteady in pur|Ni««^ and witlioat 
any large and oomprefaennTe Tiewa. What is 
claimed from tliem as a right in a boU! mid con- 
fident manaer, is raadtly ^Ided, while often 
through Ibeir ignofftnoe Aejr beeone presamp- 
tuous. 

The people are further .idvaiiced in morals and 
intdligence than their government, but as yet they 
are not sufficiently enlightened to know their power. 
They are slow to act, and appear very patitnit under 
oppression. Long eodnrmee of despotim fan made 
tbem so. 

The new eonstitatioo mm adopted hi 182fi. This 
secured the legislative power from further inter- 
ruption, and achieved a complete victory over the 
bayonets and tyraimy of Don Pedro, by forcing 
him, through tne threats of the people and his 
fears, to grant a more liberal constitution. Poli- 
tical freedom sceius to have made rapid advance- 
ment through the freedom of the presa; but the 
advantages of a fteo and freqnent IntevehaDge of 
sentiments are almost entirely uuknov n. A lon^' 
time will probably elapse before there will be any 
political struggle among them. Tbey are prosper- 
ing in tlicir private conr» rn« ruul contented, with- 
out any anibiliou to advance lUemscIves in political 
knowledge. 

Every exertion ia making to rave the jroong em- 
peror a good education, and his talenta are well 

spoken of. 

The administration of juatioe is confided to two 
high tribunal!, which are open to tiie pablic, and 
where causes are decided on appeal by a najoiity 

of the judges. 

These tribunals are, fint, the rd^ho, of which 
there are two bi'anchcs, one at Rio and the other 
at Bahia, each composed of eight judges. Second, 
the supreme tribimal of justice of twelve judges. 
The inferior courts are those for the Urial of civil 
anderiminal cases, an orphsns* eonrt, and a court 
and judge of findings nn 1 l ivings, the last of 
which i^ not yet abolitihud, however obsolete it may 
have become. Great corruption existB in them all, 
and no class of people are so unpopular as the 
judges. It is generally believed, and the belief is 
acted upon, that to obtain justice, all classes, in- 
cluding priests and la^-men, lawyer and client, legis- 
lators and people, regents and ministen, must sub- 
mit to great imposition ; that it is next to impossible 
to recover a debt by law except through bribery. 
If a debtor has money or patronage, and refuses 
to pay, it is difficult to obtain the payment even of 
:in acknowledged note of hand through the pro- 
cess of the law, and it generally tana years to 
accomplish. 

It is, however, greatly tti the prafas of the BvazO< 
ians, that it is not often necc.«sary to have recourse 
to law for this purpoae. The greatest injustice 
occurs in the orphans' eourt; but the court of 
findings and losings is one of the luost singular 
in this respect. It takes charge of all things losst 
and found, making it the dutv of a person finding 
any thing to deposit it with the judge. The loser, 
to prove property, must hare three witnesses to 
swear that they s rv him lose it, and three others 
that they saw the finder pick it up, otherwise it re- 
mains in deporiL To show the working of this 
system, n geaHenum of Rio found a bank>nots of 



four huudred niikxcs (about 250 dollars). The 
owner went to him and claimed it, proving satisfac- 
torily to the finder that the identical bank-note was 
h'lti, upon wMch the finder gave it up. The judge 
of findings and losings heard of the circumstance, 
sent for him, and asked a statement of the case, 
which the finder unsnepeetingly related. The 
judge praised his honourable conduct, and was 
punctihously polite. The next day, however, he 
issued an order for the deposit of the money found; 
and because it was disregarded, the finder, a re- 
spectable foreign merchant, was arrested in the 
street and sent to prison, to be confined with com- 
mon criminals. The jailer, however, having private 
apartments tor those who eoold pay for them, he 
became his guest, and was preserved from the dis- 
gust of being a close prisoner, and the companion 
of degraded and depraved wretches. Before he 
could regain his liberty, he had to pay the amount 
found, the decision being the forfeiture of a like 
sum, together with the jailer's fees. 

The justices of the peace for each district are 
elected by the people, four at a time, to ser^ as 
many years by turns, substituting one for the i tliur, 
wlieu sickness or other circumstances prevent 
either from serving. They have final judgments 
in amounts not exceeding sixt^rn milrees. In 
coses of civil process, tbey act as mediators to 
eflcct a compromise and reecmcile difficulties. Their 
political attributes are to preserve the peace in case 
of riot or disorder among the people; and they have 
a right to call on tlie national guard or military 
police to aid tliem, who must act under their direc- 
ti<m. There b no civil police, and no imprisonment 
for debt. Trial by jury was at fimt limited to po- 
litical oHuuces and violations of the liberty of the 
press, but it Is now extended to criminal c as e s , and 
ui some instances to civil suits. Sixty persons 
compose the jury, and forty are necessary to try 
causes. The juiz de decrito (judge of law) site 
with them in court, acts as i>rcsidint, and applies 
the law to the eases the juiy may dodder Jury- 
men servi fi r r i,.' y. ru-, and are chosen in the fol- 
lowing manner. In each district the vigairo( vicar), 
a justice of the peace and a member of the muni- 
cipality, select from a list of ma! • parishiouers 
those 4ualified iii their judgment for jurymen, and 
submit the names to the municipality, who, assisted 
by the vigairo and justice oC the peace, purge the 
Iwt «f sn<m as may be eonrfdered improper ]iei-Hons. 
It is then officially comnu iiir , it. d by the munici- 
pality to the justice of the peace, and posted up for 
public inspection in the office, and on the doons cS 
the parish churches throughout the district. 

To entitle any one to vote at an election, he must 
have an income of two hundred milrees per annum, 
irom property, trade, labour, or employment of any 
kind. Tne vigairo sits with the judges at eleetiaiHi 
to decide on the qualifications of y^i' -rB. Friars or 
members of religious fraternities arc not entitled Ut 
a vote. Free blacks have all the civil rights, and 
vote at elections the same as white men. 

Tiie attorney-general of the nation is tiie accuser 
in all criminal caasa, Criminala liavs the right of 
counsel. 

It may be said that there is no standing army in 

Brazil, for the few troops do not merit that naim 
A military staff on a large scale is supported, with 
a large corps of military police, and a national 
guard. The national guard is oigaaised by law. 
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and in it all males from eighteen to forty-five years 
of age are enrolled. They are equij)pcd at tlicir 
own cost, the nation fumiflhin^ arms and ammuni- 
tkm only. Delaohment* of thu fi^nard are on duty 
dutjr at the pdaoe and publie offlees. 

The navy is not efTective; tlu-y want scatnon, and 
are not likely to have aoy. A naval academy is 
crtaMMied for the edaeatiiMi of eadete or midship* 
men. Mere they enter at twelve years of aj;e, re- 
ceiving itume of the first rudiments of educatiou, 
and remain Hmr yeaca. After passing an exafnt- 
nation, they are sent to sea, serve there four years, 
and if found qualified are then promoted to second 
Iieat^aants. 

The military academy they enter later, remain 
■even years, poi^sing tiirough varioos oottvaea of 
study, and if found competent, they are made lieu- 
(eoiinLs. I'ntm wiiat i understood^ the system of 
education is very imperfect. 

Schools for educating the people have been 
established, and the female sex are now allowed to 
be educated. 

Agriculture is extending; and the slave- trade, 
riaee the treaty with Ilngland, has been prohibited; 
but large numbers of slaves are still easily smug- 
gled, by the connivance of the authorities, and 
^though many are captured by British emisers, 
yet it is said that more than one-half of tlie vessels 
escape, and smuggle tlic slaves into the small 
rivers and harbours, bribing the collectors, who 
permit them to be landed. After landing, the 
slaves are driven into the woods, wliere they are 
secreted until thegr are sold to the planten in tite 
interior* 

The dbnree do not inereMe, as proerestion is 

prevented as much as possible. The two sexes aro 
generally looked up at night in separate apart- 
ments. The number of ebives imported into Rio 
and R.thia previous to the prohibition of the slave- 
{j:ade in 1830, was about forty thousand a year 
for tbe fonner, and ten tiiooaMia iior the latter, aa 
foUom: — 

alOw BAUIA. 

1828 4I.QIS . . 8,860 

1829 . 40,015 . . 12,808 
IMO bstfytsx M,77r . . 8»MS 

About one-third of tliese were lost by I'li, 
leaving two-thirds as an accession to the labour of 
tiie oonntiy. 

The ntimber nimually imported since 1830, con- 
trary to law, is estimated at seven to ten thousand. > 

In speaking of the apprehension of a rise of the 
blacks in the provinces, tlie well-informed seemed 
to entertain no kind of fear of such an event. I 
was told that Bahia was tlie only point at which 
insnzreetitms were ever likely to ooeur, and this 
was from the prevalence of tne IfinaB mTee, who 
are very inf(^lliL''-nt., fitul ciprible of forming orga- 
nized bodies, which they occasionally have done. 
!nie dnvee of the other provinces are of a mixed 
character, incapable of any organization, and from 
having been taken from different tribes on the 
coast, they are more or less hostile to each Other, 
and would be opposed to any such unioik 

The Brazilians have great respect for foreignera 
who are not Portuguese. The latter are detested. 
Thejr iiave a strong bias in favour of the United 
States and the American government generally. 
They tliink the time is approachhig which will 
unite the people of this continent in a distinct 
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national policy, in oontraFdistinetion in that of 
Europe, and iu rivalry to it. They are vaiu of 
their own country and its institutions, and firmly 
believe that a high destiny awaits BraziL The 
government, in its political relations with other 
crnmtries, is seemingly confiding and i il. 

The popuUition the empire, taking the last 
returns of the membae of the Chamber of Depu- 
ties as a guide, is estinuited at five m !'i i; . No 
ceubua lias yet been taken, but it is tliougiit to 
exceed tl)is number. The scrutiny formerly exer- 
cised by the government into their domesti - .ifrriii-s, 
it is said, caused them to conceal the actual uuui- 
Ix'r of persons in their &niilies. Of the above 
number^ about two miiliona are alavee. The popu- 
latfon of Rio in 1810 was esthnated at forty thou- 
sand, in 1836 it wan two hundred and fifty thao> 
sand. 

The national debt of Bnudt anoonte to one 

hundred million milrees, or sixty million dollars. 
The revenue was about sixteen millions of dollars 
for 1838. It ia derived prindpaUy iinun cxporla 

and imports. 

The imports amounted to over twenty millions of 
dollars, but the amount of exports is variously 
stated. Coffee is the great staple, and more than 
one hundred and twenty miUionB of pounds were 
exported in 1838. It is derived from tli. central 
provinces, and the exports of it have niuru than 
doubled within the hwt ten years. The exports of 
the southeni province*^ are mostly confined to hi<le9 
and tallow; those of tlie uortkcru, to sugar, cotton, 
and tobacco. 

The trade with the United States has greatly 
increased. Within the last few years, from one 
hundred and sixty to one hundred aiul SL'venty 
American vessels take and bring cargoes to and 
from the United States, and some foreign vessels 
are engaged in the same trade. The consumi>tion 
of American flour in Rio and the neighbouring 
country has been, during the same year, about one 
Inm Ired ami twenty thousand barrels. 

i he delays in Rio had no effect upon the general 
health of the squadron, although I was fearful 
such might be the case, not only from the heat of 
the dimat^bot the copious draughts of aguardiente 
with which the f(ir-'iL:iii'rs [h..- sailors. 

On the dth of January, 1839, the I'onpoise was 
ordered to drop down near a ebtver, on board of 
which it was reported some of our men had been 
smuggled, to form a part of her crow. She was 
boarded, and thouf^ the captain denied that they 
were on board, after a search two were found. One 
of them was a black, who had himself been a slave, 
yet he had been induced to enter for tlie pnrjiose 
of carrying on this nefarious traffic This was the 
brig Fox, and though nndonbtediy fitted for a 
slaver, she snili cl under English colours. It was 
given out that she was bound for New Zealand. 

On the 6th of January, every thing being ready, 
we weighed anchor, and dropped dawu &e har^ 
bour. 

There m no diflRculty, I may add, in beating out 
of the harbour of Rio, with a ship of any clasa, 
although vessels sail generally in the nunming, 

with the land-breo/.f. 

The winds proved light and variable during our 
passage to Rio Negro, and we occasionally expe- 

rieneod a south-westerly current, of little strength. 
On the 18tl» of January, when seventy-eight mdeii 
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diitonk from the mouth of the Bio ]» Pl*ta,we 
paued thruugh the dSaootonred mtter of dwt riv«r. 
Its temperatuM WM 4P kv thftD thftt id the «ar- 
rounding sea. 

On the 26th we diaoovered the ooaat, which is a 
line of low sand-hills, without trees, and it exhibits 
little appearance of vegetatioih la the evemug 
we aiichund off the bar, in eight fiUhoma watery 
just after which we experienced one of the remark- 
able squalls of this coast, that rose from the south- 
ward and westward: it was attended with much 
Ugbtuiug and thunder; ^uantitiea of sand and iu- 
aeeta were blown off finm the land; tmt little nun 
felt. The barometer indicated this sqiull by a de- 
pression of two-tenths of an inch. The wind soon 
ehanged and brought fine weather, the thermo- 
meter falling six dcf^recs during the change. 

Having been led tu believe we should be boarded 
by pilots on our anchoring off the bar, I was a 
good deal Rurprised to find none, and no endeavour 
making to board us, although the sea was quite 
smooth. The only appearance uf inhabitants which 
we could see with our telescopes were » few horse- 
men, suspieiously xceonnintring us from tlie flag* 
staff on tlie top of the hill. I then concluded to 
despatch the S«a-Gull under lieutenant- command- 
ant Ringgold into the river, for the purpose of 
havin;? communication witli the town, dii-f-cting 
hiiu t<) take the chajinel ImUiug to the northward 
and westward, as shown by the only chart we had, 
whilst I followed in the Flying-Fiah, with the 
eetentifle gentlemen ; it proved to be the wrong 
one, and on the tide falling ;li eliooners botli 
grounded. Our sitoation was not the most agree- 
able; for, in the event of the sea rising, we should 
have been exposed to all the fury of the surf, with- 
out any escape from tlie numerous sand-bars. It 
became nectjs-sary, as the tide tese, to make the 
river. The Sca-Gull liavinfj pot off, I put tlie 
scientific geullenieu on board of her, and ordered 
lieutenant commandant Ringgold to piXHseed in, 
keeping m what the chart pointed out as the eban- 
nel-way and deepest wiUer. He finally succeeded 
in getting into the river, after thumping hi i\IIy 
over a sand-bar, with some fears on the part uf 
the passengers, bttt without injury to the vessel, 
and anchoiEed, after darl^ nbont half n mile np the 
river. 

During this time an amusing occurrence took 
place in the roadstead. I had du'^cted lieutenant- 
commandant Ringgold, in case of accident or re- 
quiring aid, to make signal, that I might order 
boats at once to his assiatanoe* When the night 
dosed in, the serial was seen; when the requisite 
Hignal was made from tl»e Flying- FLsh to the dif- 
ferent vessels to send boats to aKsist. The eoni- 
mandmg officer's mind being somewhat impressed 
with an idea of the hostility of those on shore, he 
concluded the boats were required tu repel au 
attack, and had diem fully armed; in this state 
they woe met in n dbort time exertuig themselves 
to their fnllest strengUi at the oars, to be in time 
to take part in the expected fray, and appeared 
greatly disappointed when it proved a false alarm^ 
and that none was to take place. 

Shortly after the eelioonur anchored, a voice was 
beard from the shore, ordering a boat to be sent 
immediately, when a pai'ty lauded, but no one was 
found to receive them. Seeing a light nt a dis- 
tance, they proceeded towards it : it proved to be 



the pilot's house, a king,low, bam-Uke building; 
bnt no inhabitents were visible, and none mudu 

their appearance until our party bad taken a survey 
of the premises. The furniture was of ^ rude and 
scanty deseription ; a table, bench, two or three 
bunks in one comer, and in another a number of 
arms, cunsisting of cutlasses, carbines, and pikes, 
in good order; in the others, Tarious accoutre- 
TTients. The two pilots, one an Englishman and 
the other a Frenchman, with u negro, then made 
their appearance, and unravelled the mystery, by 
informingthem that the vessels had been mistaken 
fw the French sqoadron, and much alarm hnd 
been created by our visit; they also said that the 
guard of about thirty Goachos were in ambush 
near whoe th^ landed, with the intention ef cut- 
ting our party off; but hearing them speaking Eng- 
\\&hf they found to their satisfaciiou tlmt they were 
not French. They also stated that all the iidiabit- 
ants living near the mouth uf the river had fled to 
the town, and that most of the women and children 
in the town were hurrying off to tlie interior. 
They were likewise employed driving off the cattle, 
and preparing to liie die country, the nanal mode 
of warfare, and were njoioed to identiiy vb an 
Americans. 

All this accounted for the reconnoitring that we 

had observed, and onr not being able to obtain a 
pilot. What siill inoi<e klarmed them was the dif- 
ferent vessels firing whilst surveying, and our 
making the attempt to force the passage in the 
email vessels. 

The captain of the coast-guard now afforded all 
fj&cilities, and a pilot for the schooner was sent on 
board to take her up dm w«e, and haraca and 
guides were fnmiahed fur n putty to viiit the 
town. 

The next morning » detachment of hnoers ar- 
rived from the governor, with or<len5 not to allow 
uur vessels to proceed up, and that the pilot should 
come on shore, which effectually put a stop to oor 
plans ; when lieutenant-commandant Binggold de- 
termined to go by land. 

It caused much alarm to the pilot, who entreated 
the officers to intercede with the governor in his 
behalf, and for tbat of the captmn of the eoast- 

S;nard, stating that their lives would frfiit'd 
lor havmg attempted to pilot a vessel without the 
governor's orders. After some delay, a party pro- 
ceeded to Carmen, under the escort of Guachos, 
to wait on the governor or comniaudaut. On their 
way they met with a cordial welcome fr<»m all they 

eBssed, as the minds of ail were now entirely re- 
eved from fear, and great delight was exprMsed 
at K I the Nortli Americans. 

TheBo Guachos are generally well made, tall, 
and muBcular, with swarthy eomplexions. Mack 
eyes, and long hair, very largo mustachios, and 
remarkably small feet. Their costume is a red 
striped shirt, and white drawers, large, louse, and 
fringed at the bottom of the leg, called calzoncillas. 
Their trousers {ehilipa) consist of two yards of 
scarlet cloth, which is sometimes ornamented at 
the comers; to form this into any thing like a gar* 
ment appeared strange enough ; yet, when it is on 
tlu! wearer, it has the appearance of a pair of 
Turkish trousers. The mode iu which it is put on 
is to confine the ends ruund the waist by a girdle 
(frian/lo), the middle nf the cloth passing down 
bflweeu the leg«, while the ends fall over the 
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1 girdle. On the hond wa* wom A red conical cap 

I surmounted hy a tasseL 

I Their riding boots or leggbigA are made of the 
hide fivim the leg of a horse. This is stripped ofl" 
and put on the leg while yet green, where it is 
suffered to dry, and remain until worn out. They 
fit verr closelj to the foot, like a Stocking. The 
I two largrst toes of eadi foot were tuicov^«d, for 
the convenience of putting them into the stirrup, 
which is only large enough to admit them. A lung 
knife in the cirdle oomptelee the dress. 

The Rio Negro is navigable for bont» to the 
Tillage of Cbic^ula, two hundred miles from its 
mouth. 

Tlie distance across the country to Buenos Ayres 
is but five hundred miles, yet it requires fifteen 
days to communicate with it; the governor had re- 
ceived no advices or information for the last two 
mmiths from that phoe. The route is very un- 
certain, nwinj;^ to the hordes of hostile Indians. 

Grajn, fruit, and vegetabies thrive well, and with 
prt^ier industry might be produced in abundance. 

The climate is aeli;;htful, and cold weather is 
/ seldom felt, although ice hhn occasionally been seen 
a quarter of an inch in thickness. 

Bullocks and horses are the principal articles of 
trade; indeed they constitute the legal tender of 
I the country. The fonner are worth fi-om five to 
ten duUars^ aooording to age; wild horses, two or 
three dbilun, and if broken to the saddle, ten or 
fifteen. 

The tariff of duties is the same as at Buenos 
Ayres, but the kite reduction of thir^-three per 
I cetit. duriog the hleckade did not extend to this 

The Indiana that »X9 •OCastomsd to vinit this 
place (Carmen) for the purpose of war or trade are 
of four diiferent tribes; viz.. Pampas, Ancases, Te- 
builiches or Teheulehes, and Chilen'>s. The two 
former ooeopy the territonr to the north of the Rio 
AegrossfsrastheRmGolondab The TshuiBehes 
are from the nKiuntuinH to the sonAySnd Ae ChOe- 
aos from the sonth-wcst. 

Dormg the infancy of the settlement, and until 
of late years, these Indians were extremely tronhle- 
some, making descents upuu the piace, and ravag- 
ing the outposts, waylaying all who were not en 
their gnard, killing them, and retreating rapidly on 
their wild steeds, with their booty, to the pampas 
and monntains. The Spaniards frequently reta- 
liated, and hy the aupetiority of their arms and 
ftbeipKne, inflicted sommary punishment on diem. 
The lagt attack of the Indians was made in 1832, 
j when they met with such an overwhelming defeat, 
J Hm* they have not ventured to make saouer; yet 
the garrisoD is shnqn k«pt in anidetgr to fear of 
attacks. 

The weapons nsnal in their warfare are a long 
lance and the ballon, mich as is used in taking the 
ostrich and thruwin;^ cuttle, which they use with 
great dexterity. This consists of a thong of hide, 
I four feet in length, with a leaden ball at each end, 
which the haneman grasps in tfie middle, and 
gives tlie halls a rotary motion by whirling them 
above his bead, tfaen dashing on to the attack, he 
throws it when wftldn range with unerring aim, 
and seldom fails to disable his enemy. The Indians 
who are most feared are the Chilenos. The Tehui- 
Iwhra, notwithstanding their immsMS site, are 
cmisidsnd little better than cowards. 



All the informatii n eTiiied here tended to con- 
firm the general impression that the Teluiiliches 
or Patagnnians are above the ordinary height of 
men, generally above six fe<'t; and the minister 
ass'Tted that he had often seen them above seven 
Eii'^liah feet. We had not any personal oppor- 
tunity to verify this statement, the Indians being 
only in the habit of visiting this post once a 
vear, to obtain fsupplie.s, viz., in the month of 
^larch| at which time a vessel usuxdly visits the 
place. 

The few Indians who inhabit the hnts or toldos 
on the opposite side of the river are eonverted, and 
are termed Indios ICaasoe; they are a mixture of 
all the tribes, and so much change<l in habits and 
dress from their former condition and mode of life, 
that an accurate idea could not be formed of their 
natural character. They were none of them above 
the middle height ; their Umhs were usually fiill and 
well f rried; their complexion a brownish copper, 
with coarse straight black hair, growing very low 
on the forehead; this is rafTered to grow long, snd 
hanpR down on both sides of the face, adding much 
to the wildness of their appearance. Their fore- 
heads are low and narrow towards thd topf their 
eyes small, black, and deep set. Some were ob- 
served with their eyes set Chinese- like. The re- 
Hemblanco was somewhat increased by the width of 
the face, which was a particular ctiaraeteriatie. 
The nose is usually a little flattened at the root, 
and wide at the nostril.M, the lips full, and the chin 
not prominent. The expressions of their counte- 
nance beti^ett neither intellect nor vivacity. The 
men were penerallv docked out ir. inw <^ry fitiery, 
partly after the Spanish fatihiun; the women had 
only the chilipa to cover their nakedness. 

Of the Ancases very little appears to be known ; 
they live towards the north, speak a peculiar lan- 
guage, and are inferior to the rest in stature. 

The Chilenos sre derived from the western side 
of llie eontinent, and are |iredatory handa «f the 
great Araucanian nation. , 

The Peulchee, including the Pampas and Tehui- 
liches, Falloier, in his account or this country, 
describes as inliablting the portion south of the 
Rio de hi Pkta, and to the east of the Cordilleras; 
thi^ are scattered over the va^t plains of the inte- 
rior. Those to the north of the Rio Colorado are 
generally known under the name of the Pampas In- 
dians; they call themselves Chechehets. Those to 
theaoath of that river are termed TehuiUohesi they 
inhabit tiie table-land between the Cordillerss and 
the desert plainn of the coast. 

These people are represented as of gigantic sta- 
ture, and it is mH by the residents, that those from 
the south are genemlly tailor than those from any 
other part; and Indians are said to have been met 
with who are distinguished for their gigpoilisheigihfc 
and well-formed limbs; but tiiis rests on Tagoe au- 
thority. 

The Guachos and Indians are of course good 
horsemen, being trained to it from their infancy. 
Indeed they may be said to live on biwsebadt, and 
it is very 1 1 m that thefsn Been to watlcaiir 

distance, however short. 

Their dress, although unoonni and ill-aRanged, 

is comfortable, and picturef?que when they are on 
horseback, particularly when at fall speed in search 
of a bullock to lasso. The ease and nonchalance 
with which a Guacho mounts his steed, arranges 

c 1 
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liin^srlfln the sadJIe, <ju"i t!y trotting; off, lasso in 
hand, to select bis victim, and detach it from the 
herd; tiben the eager duMe,«hefari«iiu speMl of the 
horse, the flying dress of the Gimcho, with tipniiscd 
firm wliirling hi^ lasso, the terror of the auiaial, 
the throw of the lasso, and instaTitaneoua overthrtiw 
of the bullock, all tlie work of .m instant, excited 
both our admiration and astonishment. Nothing 
can exceed the animAtion of both bone and rider 
ou these oocaakmB. 

Mr. Waldron, our purser, mate an endcaToor to 
purchase some vegetables for the crews from an 
estancia on the riverside, of which an old Spaniard 
was the ownw, thus affordmg him an opportunity 
of dispoeiiig of many of them; but the conditions 
were, that the articles must be on the beach in a 
few hours, wMeh wa^ ample time to have dug up 
an acre. As soon, however, as he learned these 
terms, he shrugged his shoulders, and declared the 
thing impossible, twik down his guitar, seated him- 
self in front of his house, and began to play a lively 
air, whieh his two aotia accompanied with their 
voices. 

The coast and the banks of the Kio Negro are 
composed of aand-hills, of from thirty to fifty feet 
in lifi^'lit, ctivered with a srattered growth of 
graJMi, which j)revent8 the mmd from blowing away. 
These gnulually rise to the height of one hundred 
feet, except to the si>uthward of the river, where 
the bank is perpendicular ; at this height the 
ground stretches away in a level prairie, without a 
single tree to break the monotony of the scene, 
and allbrde a view as nnintemipted as the ocean. 

The only verduro on thepniirio is a small shnih, 
which when the lower branches are trinmied off 
serv<>s a useful purpose. From an optical illusion 
(the effect of refraction), they appear, when thus 
trimmed, its large as an ordinary-sized apple-trcc, 
and one is not a little surprised to find tiiem, on a 
near appcoaeh, no higher than the surrounding 
shmhs, fmar or five feet. Shrubs are trimmed in 
this manner at distanci's of about half a mile from 
each other, and are used aa guide-posts on the 
pndriet A nmilsr optica] elTeet is spolcen of by 
travellers on the steppes of Russia. 

Game is most plentiful, consisting of deer, guana- 
coes, and cavias, cassowaries, pertridges^ bustards, 
ducks, &.C. .'\rniadillos wero cnmmon, and the 
ostrich was frequently seen; porcupines are said 
also to be found. The cavias were seen runniuji; 
about ia single file, with a sort of baiting gait 

The width of the river is less than a &ird of a 
mile; it lias a rapid cuiTent, and a large body of 
water is carried by it to the ocean. The ordinary 
tide is about eight feet rise^ sad the spring tides 
fourteen feet. The current is mostly downward, 
although the tide is felt about ten miles above itn 
mouth. The ebb sets off shore some three or four 
miles, and may be known by the discoloration of 
the water, which just without the bar is compara- 
tively fresh. Tiie d<'pth at liit^h water on the bar 
is two and a half iatbonu, and the bar is a changing 
one. 

No springs were observed In the vicinity, or a>iy 
trace of running water, except in the river. The 
water from the ndns coUeets in the deprosrions, 
and forms hry^e ponds, covering MMS of groond, 
but only a few inches in depth. 

The time of our visit corresponded in season to 
onr midmmmer months, and the mean temperature 



w an found to be 73°. The winters ;ir<' ri pres*Mited 
as very mild; snow does fall, but it disappears in a 
few hours. lee is seldom seen, though froeta 
appear to he frequent in the winter. January, 
February, March, and April, are the least tempes- 
tuous months. 

The vegetation of the uplands bears the marks of 
long-continued droughts, in an absence of ti-eeSjSnd 
the roots of plants penetrating vertically. The 
stunted appearance of the shrubs, branching from 
their base, their brsnches dense, rigid, and impene- 
trable, usually growing into spines; the smallness 
of the leaves, and their texture which is dry, 
coriaoeoiis, and hardly deciduous; together with 
the general brown aspect of the landscajx", all 
denote a vegetation adapted to endure or escape 
drought. 

There was formerly some trade here with Boston 
and New York, in hides, horns, bones, and tallow, 
in exchange for cotton and w oollen goods of a warm 
fabric, hardware, crockery, boots and shoes, a few 
srtieles of fbvniture, spirits, and tobaeoo^ aU of 
which are bartered at an enomioim prctfit. Consi- 
derable ijuantities of salt are shipped roxmd to 
Buenos Ayres. Tessels discharging or taking in a 
cargo here, pay twflve and a half cenf? per ton. 
Vessels stopping witiiout diHchargiiig jiay Imll duty ; 
vessels for refreshments are permitted to remain 
twenty-five daj-s free of duty, after that time they 
pay half duty. This dnty includes pilotage and aft 
otlter charf^es; hut the mor seems fd have 
the power to exact the full duty whenever he thinks 
proper. 

El Carmen may be termed a convict settlement; 
for culprits and exiles ore sent here from Buenos 
A\Tefi. The garrison is composed of about two 
hundred soKliei-s, priiici]ially .African and Brazilian 
slaves brought here during the Banda Oriental 
war. Among them we found a person who called 
himself an American, from Rhode Island, by name 
Benjamin Harden, junior, who was derirmis of 
claiming our protection. Ho was of small stature, 
slender make, and a light complexion, with a mild 
expresdiott of coaitmsnee, and about thirty ynirs 
of a>;e. His story was, that he had been by chance 
in liuenos Ayres at the time when the government 
was ill want of troops, and that he was seised and 
com|)elle<l to enlist. On inquiring, however, of the 
gt>vernor, it proved that he had been engaged in a 
riot at Buenos Ayres, in which he had killed two 
or three men, and committed other outrages, for 
whidi he had been condemned to death, bat on the 
intercession of a friend, tlio si i ti tire was commuted 
to that of exile as a soldier at this place. His fur- 
ther history is, that not long since he formed the 
plan of deserting with another convict, by seizing 
an English trading vessel, in the absence of the 
captain and part of the crew, and making off with 
her, which he was fully able to aoomnplish, being 
an excellent sailor. The night however befbre the 
day fixed on for the execution of this plan, ] < u'ot 
mtoxicated, discovered the whole design, and re- 
ceived the severe punishment of twelve hundred 
lashes, at three different times. 

Un the morning of the departure of the schooner, 
he effected his escape from the town, and swam off 
to the schooner. He was recopnlaed by an officer, 
who knew hi;* history in part, namely, that he had 
become a robber and a murderer, and had been an 
outcast from his father's house for fifteen years. 
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He waa told that he eonld not be received on 
board, and a boat landt'd him a^jaiii. 

On the 3rd of {'ebraar^ we got under way^ aad 
were glad to leave an exposed and anpleamtit 
anchorage. 

Oa the 4th aixi dth we experienced a heav^ sta 
from the sou tli ward, with nnich wind. 

On tile 6tli tlie weather bepan to moderate, and 
the wind to haul to the westward. Shortly after- 
wnrds we had strong winds aceoiujiniiied with nun. 

On the 8th we had a Midden fall of ttie baro- 
meter to 29*500 in.f but without any change in the 
weather except fog and mist. On the ll(h tlie 
wind hauled to Uie south-wcat, when t]>e barometer 
began to rifle, and the weather to dear off. On 
the 12lh tho liarometrr apnin foil, and in a few 
hours we Iiad heavy e^^ualU, with hail nnd rain, 
Ibe weather becoming sensibly c<ilder. The lu xt 
morning we made Staten T>aiul, and soon after- 
wards Cape St. Diogo, Tornv del Fucgo. The land 
was broken, high, and desolate. The Straits of Le 
Maire wm before ns: we were joat in time to 
take the tide, and with a fetr wind we aalied 

f rapidly through the strait, pas-sin^ its whirls and 
eddi^ now miite smooth, but in a short time to 
beeome vexed and fretted by the xetuming tide. 
The squadron glided along with all its canva-s 
spread to the breeze, scarcely making a ripple 
under the bows. The day was a remarkably fine 
one for tliis climate, and the sight Ixnmtifid, 
notwilhstaudiug the desolate appearance of the 

I ahores. 

I I cannot see why there ahonld be any objection 
I to the passage through the Straita of Le Miure, as 

1 it <»ive8 a vessel a much better chance of making 
I the passage round tho Cape quickly. No dauber 
exists here that I know of. A ▼esBH with the tide 
will pass through in a few hours. As for the " raee 
and dungtruus sva," I have fully experienced it in 
the Porpoise on the side of Staten Land; and am 
well satisfied that any vessel may pass safely 
ttirough it, at all times and in all weathers, or if 
not so disposed, may wait a few hours until the 
sea BidiudeB and the tide changes. We were only 
three .houiB m passing through. We e n teKed the 
Straits with .studding-saila Mt^ and lef^ thcm under 
doee -reefed topsails. 

Tbe eoaat of Terra del Fuego presents the same 
general character throughout, of high, broken, and 
rugged laud, which appears of a unifoitn elevation 
«f about one thoufland or fifteen hundred feet, with 
here and there a peak' or mountain oorered with 
snow, rising to some four or five thousand feet. 
I The whole wears a sombre and desolate a.sjtect. 
It may be said to be iroa-boMod, with many high 
and isolated rocks, that have heoome detached 
frtim tho lai. l npparently by the wear of ages. 
Numerous unexpected indentationa occur all along 
th« eoaat, many of them forming harhoom for 
email vosf<pl«, nnd some of tliem very safe oiiw. 

On Captain ivmg's report of Orange Ilai Luur, I 
had determined to make that our place of rendez- 
vous previous to our lint antarctic trip, and ac> 
eordingly all the vesseb were ordered to proceed 
thither. Wo liad his directiouH, aUhou_;h \s • ^'W^ 
without the chart. I felt coufident i might re- 
pose IhU rrifanee in Aem, fran his well-^mowB 
ability ; and I now offer an ncknowledgmettt of 
their value and general accuracy. 

The diaiinelB formed by the ialaada are deep. 
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Anchor la OnagiB Harlwar. 



with no anchorage except in the coves near ilie 
roeks ; but a ves.sel is generally safe in passing 
through, as there are no dangers but those which 
show themselves, and wherever rocks are, k< l|i 

'^ill I < f i:nd growing upon thcin. To jtsiss (lirough 
the kelp without previous examinatiou is not safe. 
It borders all tlie shores of the bays and huiwan, 
and effectually points out the f^hoal wafer. 

It was my intention to psuaj within or to the 
north of tho Hermit Islands into Nassau Day, hot 
the wind did not permit our doing na. I'liis bay 
forma a large iiidenturo in the 8<mihcru ctiast of 
Terra del Fuego, a few mileH to the northward of 
Cape Horn; it is about thirty nnJea eaat and west, 
by eight milee north and south, and is somewhat 
protected frotn the heavy si a.s by the H< niiit 
Islands. Around the bay are found some Imr- 
boura sheltered by huiall islands, and surrounded 
by precipitous rocky shores, with occa'^innnMy n 
small ravine forming a cove, into which streams of 
pure water discharge tliemselves, affording a safe 
and convenient landing-place fur boats. 

In passing the Cape, tho weather was delightful. 
Wc Railed within two miles of this dreaded promon- 
tory, and could not but admire its worn and wea- 
th«^beaten sidea, that have so long been invested 
with nil the territrs th.'it ean beset siiilors. 11. re 
we first encountered tho long swell of the Pacific, 
but there was scarcely a (ipple on its surface. 
Although the landscape was covered with mmv, 
the lowest temperature we had yet experinu-. d 
was 40" Fahrenheit. 

The Forpoiae, just before night, made signal 
that she wished to speak us, and sent on board a 
tub filled w ith a lar;;e medusa, for examination by 
tho naturalists. Its dimensioos were nine feet in 
eireamferanee; the faraehisa seven foet ]«ng. It 
proved to be the aeslqpha oednsa pdagia of 
Cuvier. 

We continued beating info the passage between 
the Hermit Islnnds uud False Cape Honi, and 
found great ditticulty in passing Point Lort, from 
the very strong outward set of the tide^ which we 
fomid to run with a vetodf^ of five miies an hour. 
We were not able to make way against it, though 
the log <,'ave that rate of sailing. After beating 
about in this channel a long and dark night, witii 
all hands up, we made sail at daylight, and on the 
17th of February, 18.39, at half-past 6 a.m. an 
chored in Orange Harbour. Here we found the 
Relief and tenders, all wslL 

The Relief had an opportunity of proving the 
positions and sailing directions of Captain King,R.N., 
and it affords me great pleasure to Siiy that all his 
observations tend to show the accuracy of the posi- 
tions, and the ears wiCh whidi that officer has 
compiled his sailing directions. 

No navigator frequenting this coast or passing 
round Cape Horn should be without the sailing 
directioiiH for East and W^cst Patagonia,and he will 
prize them as highly valuable after he has once 
used them. The admirable surveys and exertions 
of this officer and those under him on this coast 
entitle him to the rewards of his country, as well 
as the th iul:^ of the civilized world. 

The day the crow of the Relief landed, no nativea 
were seen, hot nany marks of a reoent vnit were 
evident on the beach and in the deserted huts. 
On the morning of the 22ud, at daylight, the natives 
appenrsd oo tlm beadi, shouting to tham to land. 
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Lieutenant-Commandant Long delayed his d* par- 
ture for a few houn, and landed with a number of 
the officexB. As the bo&ts approached the shore, 
the nativee renewed their ehoutinff, and advanced 
towards tlicrn on tht'ir hinding without fear, exhi- 
biting a pleasant air, and apparent!/ with every 
feeling of eonfideooe: they were all tmwmed. An 
old man, who was the chief, came forward to sahitc 
them, first by patting his own bi^east several tinies, 
and then tliat of each individual of the pertyt 
tnaliinfj use of the word at ch<ir-l'i>\ dwrlling on the 
iirbt ft^llable, aud accentiug the last, iu a whining 
tone of voice. The meaning of cu-chardie it was 
impossible to divine, for it was used for every 
thing. After this ceremony tlioy returned to the 
thicket, and hrouirht forth their hows and arrows. 
These people were admirable mimics, and would 
repeat «I1 kinds of sounds, ineluding words, with 
great accuracy: the imitation was often quite ridi- 
culous. They were naked, with the exception of 
a guanacoe-ekin, vhidi eovored them mm the 
shoulders to the knees. 

The party of natives were seventeen in number, 
and with a few exceptions they were above tliu 
European height. Theehie^wbo waa the ohlt^t 
man among tneni, was under fifty years of age, 
and of comparatively low stature; his son was one 
of the tallest, and above six feet in height. They 
had good figures and pleasant-looking eoante- 
nanccs, low foreheads, and high cheek Vio!Tr3, with 
broad faces, the lower part projecting j their hair 
was coarse, and cut short on the crown, leaving a 
narrow border of Imir hanging down; over this 
they wore a kind of cap or band of bkiii or woollen 
yam. The front teeth of all of them were very 
much worn, more apparent, however, in the old 
than in the young. On one foot they wore a rode 
skin sandal. 

Many of them had their faces painted in red 
and btaek stripes, with day, soot, and ashes. 

Their whole appearance, together with their in- 
flamed and 64<re eyes, was ftithy and disgusting. 
They were thought by the officers more nearly to 

approach to the PataRonians than any other na- 
tives, and were supposed to be a small tribe who 



viiiit this part of Terra del i uego ui tiie summer 
months; they were entirely different from the 
Petchecaifl, whom we afterwaxda saw at Orange 
Harbour. 

None of till Ir .. ornt n or ehildren were seen, but 
they were thuuglit to be not far distant iu the 
wood, as they objected to any of onr people going 
towards it, and sliowcd much alarm when guns 
were pointed in tltat direction. They seemed to 
hat« ft knowledge of fire-arms, which (hey called 
ev, or spirit ; and kai-eu, whieli they fremiently 
uttered wiili gestures, was thought to indicate 
their Great Spirit, or God. 

Thev had little apparent curiosity, and nothing 
seemed to attract or canse them surprise; their 
principal characteristic seemed to be jealousy. 
Though they are a simple race, they are not want- 
ing hi conning; and it was with great diffletilty 
tliat t^icy could be prevailed upon to part vith 
their bows and arrows in trade, which they how- 
ever did, after asking permission from their chief: 
tliis was always necessary for them to obtain beforo 
closing a bargain. They have had cummunicution 
frequently before with Europeans; pieces of many 
articles of European manufacture were seen in 
their pOBSeflsion, sneh as glass-beads, fte. They 
reftised tobacco, whiskey, bread, or meat, and were 
only desiroua of getting old iron, nails, and pieces 
of hoop-iron* 

Their food consists principally of fish and shell- 
fish. Their fishing apparatus is made of tlie dorsal 
fin of a fish, tied to a thin slip of whalebone, in the 
form of a barb ; this serves as a pood hook, and 
with it they obtain a supply of this food. Their 
arms consisted altogether of bows and arrows. 
The natives had the common dog, which they 
seemed to prize much. 

>Tr. Rich employed his time m botanical re- 
searches: the jprominent plants were berberes, 
winteriia, vaedmnm, andromeda, compositee, (some 
woody,) cruciferse, umbelliferte, &c. A number of 
these were just putting forth tibeir flowering buds. 
Scurvy-grasses and wild celery abounded. 

On the 17th of February, as btsfore stated, the 
Relief was joined by the rest of the sq^uadrou. 
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Oranob Harboor is Ml tha wsstsm toAe of Nanan 

Bay, separated and ptvteetod firom it hy Bamt 
Island. It is nearly land locked, ami is the safest 
harbour on the coast. The hills on each side, after 
sevsiral midttlation^ rise into conical peaks, and 
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the naked rock is every where broken into a 
jagged outline, with no creeping plants to soften or 
take off its harshness. Every thing has a bleak 
and wintry appearance, and ia in excellent keepiDg 
with the cUmato; yet tha sesnsiy «bont il is plMS- 
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inz to the eje, bounded on all aides by undulatiog 
bills, which are oovered with evergreen foliage. 

Distant mouiiUuns, some of which arc cappt d with 
enow, eliooting up iu a variety of forms, seen 
beyond the extensiTe faaya^fDnn a fine haekgroond. 
From the vl'ssoIs, the bills look like siiKJoth Jtmns, 
attd it it were uot fur the iuciemeucj aud titfulness 
of the weadiMr, diey might he conlampkted with 
soiTic plensnrc. 

The hills are covered with dense fure^u of 
beech, birch, willow, and winter-bark. Some of 
the former treea are forty or fifty feet high, having 
■n their tepa bent to Oie nordi«eaHt by the pre- 
vailiiif; south-west winds. They are rein:irkably 
eveu aa to beigbt, having more the look, at a dis- 
tance, of heath mm ef IbNat treea. 

The whole const has the appearance of being of 
recent vuk-aiiic rocks, but all our investigaiioos 
tended to prove the contrary. We no wliere found 
any cellul.-u- lava, pumice, or obsidian, nor was 
there auy granite or uther primitive roek seen, 
though reportetl by Captain King aH existing. The 
fock WW tmehyticjor of trap fbrmation, apparently 
having midergone more or lem action by nre. 

Immediately on our arrival at Oraiifje irarhour, 
active prepara^ns were made for a short cruise to 
Uie antaretie. Althoegh the seaeon was late, I at 
least anticipated pottiiii^ some experience am 
tlie ice; aiid I supposed that the latenetts of the 
season would have aI)owe<l it to detach itself from 
the ^^hores of Palnior's Land, and would per- 
uiit as near au approach an putuiible to lUi main 
boUy or huviMr, m the viemity of Cook*a Ne PIna 
Ultra. 

Agreeably to ray instraetions, such disposition 
was nmde of the squadron us seemed best calcu- 
lated to obtain the nece^ary reeolts in the different 
departments. Captain Hudson, with the Peacock, 

and the Flyinj* Fi.sh, under Lieutenant Walker, 
aa a tender, were ordered to the wehtward, as far 
as the Ne Plus Ultra of Cook. I went in the Por- 
poipe, Lientenant-Commandant Ringgold, accom- 
panied by the Seu-Gull, Lieuteniint Jfthnn^n, to 
pass to the south, for the purpose, if ]H>ssibl0, of 
exploring the south-east side of Palmer's Land, oi-, 
should an opportunity offer, of proceeding; further 
south. The Relief, Lleutenant-Coniniandaut Lont;, 
was ordered into the Straits of Magellan, through 
the Breeknock Passage and Codcbum*^ Sound, 
with j)art of the gentlemen of the Bcientific corps, 
in order to enlarge our field of upemLiotui. Mr. 
Peale volunteered to go south in the Peacock. 

Tilt; Viucennes was safely moored in Orange 
Harbour, and left under the uh&rge of Lieutenant 
' ] :iv> 11. t I ' urry on the investigations, surveys, 
Olc. inc. Messrs. C(mthouy end Drsytcm, of the 
Bcientilic corps, remained in the IFIneennes. Lieu- 
tenant Carr was put in charge of the observatory. 

In making the changes necessary for tiiis cruise 
to the aoudi, I regretted extremely being compelled, 
from the want of junior officers, to supersede tem- 
porarily both Passed Midshipmen Reid and Kuox 
in command of the two tenders. These officers 
had not their superiors in the squadron for the 
situations they occupied ; but the duty I owed tlie 
expedition and country compelled me to do it, and 
also to refuse their ap|dication to be transferred 
from the tenders, for I was well satisfied, aa Ion;; 
as they were on board, the vessels would be well 
taken care of. I had a very high opinion of Mr. 



Reid, from tiie experienee I had bad of him ; and 
as respects Mr. Knox, I feel it my <luty here to 
acknowledpe hf>w much the expedition is indebted 
to him for his services on board the Plying- Fish. 
He not only had the ability, but the necessary per- 

severaner in ! riinbillon, to jierforrn hin duties well. 
St) arduous wei-e they, tiiat 1 was for a time 
obliged to transfer him to my ship on account of 
his heahli. The moment his health permitted it, 
he was again put in command of the Flying-Fish, to 
the great advantage of the service. Iu according 
thus much to his industry, ability, and zeal, I am 
well satisfied that I but speak the opinion of every 
officer in the sfjuadron. 

The veeaela were well supplied with fuel, provi* 
sions, and various antisoorlmtios, for ten montin. 
A spot for tlie observatory was fixed upon, and 
orders left for the duties to be performed during the 
absence of the aquedron. 

During our stay, we had at vnrinu'* times visits 
from the nativeii. They were all at tii-st very hhy, 
but aftt r they found OUT friendly di-'i'osition to- 
wards themf they became more sociable and con- 
fiding. 

Btfore our deparfni'e from Orange Harbour, a 
bark canoe came alongside with an Indian, his 
squaw, and four children. The tiilie to whidi thsy 
belonged is known hy tlie name of the Petcherai 
Indians. They were entirely nuked, with the ex- 
ception of a small piece of m;ai-i>kin, only sufficient 
to cover one shoulder, and whicli is gen<rally 
worn on the side fnmi which llie wind blows, 
affording them aonw little Bhdtor apumt its pien- 
ing influence. 

They were not more than five feet high, of a 
light co}>per coloiir, whiili iiiucli concealed bv 
smut and dirt, particularly on their faces, whioi 
they mark vertically with diarooel. They have 
short faces, narrow foreheads, and high cheek- 
bones. Their eyes are small and usually black, the 
upper eyelids in tiie inner etnner overlapping the 
imder one, and bear a strong resemhlance h) those 
of the Chinese. Their nose is broad and Hat, witli 
wide-qwead nostrils, mouth large, teeth white, 
large, and regular. The hair is long, hmk, and 
black, hanging over the face, and is covered with 
w iiite ashes, which gives them a hideous appear- 
ance. The whole face is compressed. Their bodies 
are remaxkable from tiie great development of the 
chest, shoulders, nii ! v i-tebral column; their anna 
are long, and out ot proportion; their legs small and 
ill-made. There is in fact little difference between 
the size of the ankle and leg; and when standing, 
the skin at the knee hangs in a large loose fold. In 
some, the muscles of the leg appear almost wanting, 
and possess veiv little strength. This want of de- 
velopment in me mnsdes of the legs is owing to 
tbi ir ■. vistaiit sitting posture, both in their liuts 
and canoes. Their skin is sensibly colder than 
ours. It is impossible to fimqr eny tidng in human 
nature more filthy. They are an ill-shapen and 
ugly race. They have little or no idea of the rela- 
tive value of articles, even of thoee that one would 
suppose were of the utmost use to them, such as 
iron and glass-ware. A glass bottle broken into 
pieces, is valued as much as a knifo. Red flannel 
torn into stripes, pleases them more than in the 
piece; they wound it around their heads, ae n Und 
of turban, and it was amusing to ase tildr Mtisfiie* 
tion at this small acquisition. 
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The rhiltlriMi were (juiU' Hniall, ami nestled in 
the bottom of the canoe on some dry gmsa. The 
woman vnA eldest boy pftddled the euioe, the nuui 
bcinij cniployt^d to ball out the water and attend to 
the fire, which is alwa^'s carried in the bottom of 
the eaooe, mi » few atoiMS and asheiy whieb Hw 
water surrounds. 

Their csiuoes are cunstructed of bark, are very 
frail, and sewed with shreds of whalebone, seal- 
skin, and twigs. Thejr **e sharp at both ends, and 
are kept shape as well aa strenfthened by a 
number of stretchers lashed to the gunwale. 

Theae Indians seldom venture outside the kelp, 
by the aid of whidi they pall themselyea along; and 
their ]iadd1e8 are so small as tn be of littlo nae in 
propel lini; their canoes, unless it is calm. Some of 
the ofheei-s tliought thcy recognised a party on the 
Honnit Islands that had been on board ship at 
Orange Harbour. If this was the case, they must 
have ventured across the Bay of Nassau, a distance 
of some tea or twelve miiea. This, if correct, 
would go to pmre that then b more integreonne 
among them than thrir finil barks wonld lead one 
to expect. 

Their huts are generally found built close to the 
shore, at the head of some small bav, in a secluded 
tipot, aud sheltered from the prevailing wind^. 
They are built of boughs or small trees, stuck in 
the earth, and brought together at the top, where 
they are firmly bound by bark, sedge, and twigs. 
Smaller branches are then interlaced, forniiii;^ a 
tolerably compact wickcr>work, and on this, grass, 
turf, and bark are laid, making the hut quite 
warm, and impervious to the wind and snow, 
though not quite so to the rain. The tisual dimen- 
sions of these bnta axe seven or eight feet in dia- 
meter, and about four or five fwt in height. They 
have an uval hole to creep in at. The tire is built 
in a small excavation in the middle of the hut. 
The floor is of clay, which has the appearance <tf 
having been well kneaded. The usual aecom- 
paniuient of a hut is a couical pile of mussel and 
limpet shells opposite the door, nearly as large as 
(he hut itselfc 

These natives are never seen but in their huts or 
canoes. The impediments to their communication 
by land are gteat, growing out of the mountainous 
and rocky character of the country, intei-sected with 
inlets deep aud impahsablc, and in must places 
bounded by abrupt precipices, together with a soil 
which may be termed a qoagmir^ on which it is 
difficult to walk. This preruto on flie hilb as well 
as in the plains and valleys. Tlio imjH;netrabIo 
nature of the forest, with the dense undergrowth 
of thorny budise, renders it impossible for them to 
overcome or contend with these difficulties. They 
appear to live in families, aud not in tribes, and do 
not seem to acknowledge any chief. 

On the 11 th of March three bark canoes arrived, 
containing four men, four women, and a girl about 
sixteen years old, four little boys and four infants, 
one of the latter about a week old, and quite naked. 
The thmniiineler was si 4fi" Fahrenhdlt. They 
had rude weapons, viz. hliugs to throw sti ti. s 
three rude spears, pointed at the end with boue, 
and notched on one side with barbed teelh. With 
this they catch their fitkh, which are in great quan- 
tities among the kelp. Two of the natives were 
induced to come on board, after they had been 
aldngside for upwards of an hour, and reeeived 



many presents, for which they gave their spears, a 
deg, and some of their rude native trinkets. They 
did not show or express mrpiwe at any thing on 

board, except when w^eiuf; one of the carpenters 
engaged in boring a hole with a scrtiw-auger 
through a plank, which would have been a long 
taHk for them. They were very talkative, smiling 
when spoken to, aud often bursting into loud 
laughter, but mstantly asltling Into tbnr aaftniBl 

seriouH nud SObCT CSSt. 

rti y were found to he great mimfes, hotli hi 

gesture and sound, and would rej>eat any w ord of 
our laneoage, with great correctness of pronuncia- 
tion. Their imiCationa of sounds were truly aeto- 
ui?hing. One of thorn ascended and descended thr 
octave perfectly, fulluwing the sounds of tiie violin 
correctly. It was then found he could sound 
the common chords, and follow through the semi- 
tone scale, with scarcely an error. They have all 
musical voices, Bpeak in the note 6 sharp, ending 
with the semitone A, when aaking for preeenfe^niid 
were oonflnually singing. 

Their mimicry became at lenj;fh annoylnj;, and 
precluded our getting at any of their words or ideas. 
It not only extoided to wurds or sounds, but ac- 
tions also, and was at times truly ridiculous. The 
usual mauapr of iuterrogating for names was quite 
unsuccessful. On pointing to the nose, for in- 
stance, they did tlie samOb Any tiling they saw 
done they would mimic, and with an extraordinary 
degree of accuracy. Un these canoes approaching 
the ship, the principal one of the iamily, or chief, 
standing up in his canoe, made a harangne. Al« 
tliough they h.nve been heard to shout quite loud, 
yet they caimot endure a noise, and when the drum 
beat, or a gun was fired, they invariably stopped 
their cars. They always speak to each other in a 
w hisper. The men ai'e exceedingly jealous of tlieir 
women, and will not allow any one, if thcg^ can help 
at, to eatcar their huta, partieulazly boys. 

The wflinen were never sufrered to come on 
board. They appeared modest lii tlic presence 
of strangers. They never move from a sitting 
postore, or rather a squat, with their knees dose 
together, reaching to their chin, their feel in con- 
tact, and touching the lower part of the body. 
They are extremely ugly. Their hands and feet 
were small and well-shaped, and from appearance 
they are not accustomed to do any hard work. 
They appear very fond and seem careful of their 
young chthlreii, though on several oceasionB they 
offered them tat sale fbr a trifle. They have theur 
faces smutted all o\ i r. and it was thought, from the 
hideous ap^earauce of the females, produced in 
part by then* being painted and smutted, that they 
had been disfigured by the men previous to coming 
alongside. It was remarked that when one of 
them saw herself in a iooking>glass, she burst 
into tears, as Jack thought fron pn» mortificar 
tion. 

The men are employed in building the huts, 
obtaining food, aud providing for their other w ants. 
The women were generally seen paddling their 
canoes. 

When this party of natives left the ship and 
readied the dMwe, the women remained in their 

canoes, and the men began building their temporary 
hut.s ; the little children were seen capering quite 
naked on the beach, although the thermometer was 
at 40^. On the hut being finiabsd, which ooeupkd 
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abont an hour, tho wonu-n went on shore to take 
poeBeiicuuu uf it. They all seeinud quite happy and 
contented. 

Befon' tlioy left the nhip, tho prontor pnrt of 
them were dressid in old clothes, tliaL Uad been 
given to them by the ofUcers and men, who all 
allowed th»maelve« eactremely anxioos ''to make 
tbeni eonfortable.** This gave rise to maeh roerri- 
mentjAB Jack was Dot disposed to allow any difTicul- 
I ties to interfere in the fitting. If the jackets proved 
too tight aestMB fheshonlders, whiiA they invirlably 
were, a slit down the back t fleotually roniodied the 
defect. If a pair of trousers was found too siuall 
around Ike iMnsty the knife was again resorted to, 
and in aome cases a fit was madti by sevcvi!!'^ rhv 
legs. The most difficult lit, and the one whicli jutj- 
duced the most raerriment, was that of a woman to 
whom an old ooat was nvem T^im she concluded 
belonged to her Bethw un(ib«» and no signs, hints, 
or shouts, could correct lier mistake. Her foot were 
thnist through the sleeves, and after hard sqaeez- 
ing she sneoeeded in dnwbf them on. With l^e 
skirts br<jnght up in front, she took her scat in the 
eaiiue with great satisfaction, amid a roar of 
laughter from all who saw her. 

Towards evening, Messrs. Waldron and Dniyton 
vliiited their huts. Before they reached the shore, 
the natives were seen making a fire on the beach, 
lor their reeeption, evideuUy to avoid their entenqg 
dieirhots. 

On landing, III >f the men seemed anxious to talk 
with them. He pointed to the ship, and tried to 
express many things by gestufw; then pointed to 
the sonth-east, and then again to the ship, after 
wliich clasping hii^ hands, as in our mode of prayer, 
he said, ** Bloah, Eloah,** aa dioa|^ he thoeght we 
had come from God. 

After a little time, they gained admittance to the 
but. The men creeping in first, squatted them- 
•elfea directly in front of the women^ all holding 
oat die small pieee of iwakfcfti to alloir tiie heat to 
reach their bodies. TIm Women were squatted 
three deep behind thenMB, the oldtet in &ont nest- 
ling the infants. 

After being in the hut, Mr. Drayton endeavoured 
to call the attention of the man who bad made signs 
to him before entering, to know whether they nad 
any idea of a Supreme Being. The same man 
tlien put his hands together, repeating as before, 
" Eloah, Eloah." From liis mumer, it was inferred 
that they had some idea of God or a Supreme 
Being. 

Their mode of expressing fri ii lship is by jump* 
iag op and down. Tliey made Mebars. Waldron 
and Drayton jump with them on tho beach, be- 
fore entering the hut, took hold of their arms, 
facing them, and jumping two or three inches from 
the groatid,iniUuiigtnem keep time to a wild music 
of their own. 

All our endeavours to find out how they ignited 
their fire proved unavailing. It must be exceed- 
ingly difficult for them to accomplish, judging from 
the care they take of it, always canrving it with 
them in tli' ir canoes, and the daiigcrtiiey thus run 
of injuring themselves by it. 

Their food consists of iimpets, mosBelsjand other 
shell-fish. Quantitief? of fish, and some seals, are 
now and then taken among the kelp, and with 
berries of various kinds, and wild celery, they do 
They seldom coolt their food much. 



The nhell-figh an? d< *a !i- 1 from the shell by heat, 
and the fish are partly ruusttid in their tikius, with- 
out being cleaned. 

When on board, one of them v as induced to sit 
at the dinner-table; after a few Icaiions, he handled 
his knife and fork with much dexterity* Hi- - 
fused both apixits and wine, but was very fond of 
sweetened water. Salt provisions were not at all 
to his liking, but rice and plum-pudding were agree- 
able to his taste, and he literally crammed tliem 
into his month. After hia appetite had beoi aatia> 
fied, he was in great good humour, singing his 
Hey meh leh," dancing and laughing. His 
mimicry prevented any ealisCutory iuqniriea 
being made of him relative to a vocabulary. 

Same of the officers painted tho fnceu of these 
natives black, white, and red: this delighted them 
very mneh, and it waa quite amusing to see the 
grimace* made by them before a looking-glass. 

One of these n;itiM remained on board for op- 
wards of a week, and being washed and combed, 
he became two or tinree eludes lighter in oolonr. 
Clothes were put on him. He was about twenty- 
three years of age; and was unwell Uie whole time 
ho was on board, from eating andi qoantitiea ef 
rice, Sic. His a-'^t<^lli.Hhraent was very great on 
attending divine serv ice. The moment the chap- 
lain began to read from the bool^ his eyes were 
riveted upon him, where they renuuned as long aa 
he oonthiued to read. At the end of the week he 
became dissatisfied, and was set on shore, and soon 
appeared naked again. It was observed on pr»- 
sento being made, that thoie who did not receive 
any begrm a sort of whining cry, putting on the 
mobt doleful-looking countenances imaginable. 

They are much addicted to theft, if any oppor- 
tunity offers. The night before tiicy left the bay, 
they stole and cut up one of the wind-sails, 
which had hem aembbed and hwig up «n ahon to 
dry, 

Altiioogh we had no ahsoiato nmef cf it, we 
are hiclined to die belief tbsfc they hwy theur 
dead in caves. 

There is a b1ack«coIonred moss that coven the 

ground in places, giving it the appearance of having 
been burnt. Many &iuall ponds are met with, as 
though the peat had been dug up from the place, 
and the holes filled with water. There is great 
plenty of scurvy-grass and wild celery close to 
the beach. 

At Orange Harbour the tide was foimd to have 
fonr feet rise and fidl. High water, fhll and diange, 
at 4 P.M. Among the Hermit Islands it seems to 
be atftfcted by the winds in the otting. The flood 
sets to the east. 

On the 2othof Fchniary, 183!), having eompleted 
tlie ari-augemcuts for the souUieru ci u i> , and pre- 
pared instructions for the ecmtinuance of the duties 
of the expedition in ease of my being detained 
among the ice, the signal was ordered to be made 
for the vessels t(j get un If i «:iy, when I joined the 
Por^ise. Very many of my crew were desirous of 
following me, and expressed regrets and disappoint- 

ment thnt llie \]nri nnes was not going p^nitli. All 
I could do, was to promise them enough of nnt- 
aretie cruising the next year, and I believe they 
arc now all satisfied that I kept my word. About 
7 A.M. we left the h&rtwur, \> ith a light breexe 
from the north, having the Sea-Gull, of which 
vessel Lientcnant Johnson was in charge, in corn- 
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|>any. On pasung the other veaseLa of the squadron, 
we reoeiTM tliree bearty ebeeni) which were duly 
returned. 

At the mouth of the Iiarbour, Captain Uudsuu 
and the few oificcrs who had accompanied us, took 
thfir leave. 1 imist own at that moment f felt 
greatly depressed, fur 1 was well awaj c that wc had 
naajf very many dangers to encounter before meet- 
ing •paa» But th€ve i« a feeling produced by the 
kind of aerviee on which we were engaged, that 
gives a stout heart, braces it for mectin;^ almost 
every emergency that may happen, and causes one 
to look forward wiUi hope to overcome the dilftoal- 
lies that may lie in the path. After a short time 
we siiw the Peacock and Flying-Fish under sail, 
following us. 

Tlic wind continued light, with fine weather, 
until the aftcraoon. The whole scenery around us 
was viewed to great advantage, under a mild state 
of the atmosphere, taking away from it the usual 
gloomy a-Hpect which a el^, overcast and boiitennn, 
gives. A dense bank of cuuiuli in the suuth-webt 
foretold that we were not luug to enjoy such mode- 
rate weather. About 4 p.m. a heavy squall atmiek 
uf^, -vh'vh soon took us clear of theialaDd% oa our 
course to the southward. 

On the 26th we discovered a sail, which proved 
to be the whale-ship America, from New Zealand, 
bound to New York, and afforded us an opportunity 
of writing home, which we gladly availed ourselves 
of. The master of the America informed me that 
he had experienced eonstant heavy wind^ and Lad 
lieen thirty-five days from New Zealand; that the 
ship was very leaky, but having a full cargo of 
thive thousand «ght hundred hwreb of oil,he was 
in great spirits. I hare seldom seen at sea a more 
uncombed and dirty set of mariners than his crew. 
How they preserve any tolerable state of health I 
know not ; and it is not at all surprising that the 
ra\ ages of scurvy should be felt on board of some 
vessels belonging to the whaling fleet, if this 18 the 
nsaal state in which they are kept. 

After delivering our letters, we bore away to the 
south-east, the wind inclining to the noith-west and 
blowing heavy, with a high and i-euiarkably regular 
flea following. This afforded me an opportunity I 
had long desired, for making observations to deter- 
mine the height of the waves, together with their 
width and velocity. It is obviously very difficult to 
do this with correctness. I shall therefore state 
the means which I adopted, in order that it may be 
]>erceived wh»t xdianoe ia to be iilaoed m tlie 
results. 

The Porpoise was directly ahead of die Sea- 

Gull, and but tv i v ives apart; the rate of sailing 
was about eight knots au hour, both vessels being 
apparently very steady. In heaving the log, I 
found that tlie ehip, in drawing in the line. v.n>, 
when on the top of the next wave astern, disiant 
by line three hundred and eighty feet, equal to one- 
sixteenth of a mile, and the schooner being on the 
next wave, was twice the distance, or one-eighth of 
a mile. The time occupied for a wave to pa-ssfrom 
the schooner to the brig was thirteen seconds, 
taking tlie mean of many trials, firom which none 
varied more than a second and a half. This gave 
about twenty-Hix and a half miles in an hour fur 
their apparent progressive motioil. In order to 
get their height, 1 took the opportunity when the 
schooner \\m iu the trough of the t>eu, and luy eye 



on board the Porpoise in the horizon^ to obeerve 
where it ent the mast. 

This gave me thirty-two feet. Tli<* ivavps ran 
higher and more regular on this occasion than I 
have aeen theu at any other time during the 
cruise. 

We had many albatrosses hovering about, and at 
times resting as it were immovable in the storm, 
some gray petrels, and Cape pigeona in numbeia. 
The weauier becoming tbiek, and the temperatwe 

of the water liaving f^len to 32% I deemed it pm> 
dent to heave-to during the darkness. 
At daylight on the Ist of March we bad snow in 

flurries, and the first icp-islands were made. Tfiey 
excited much curiosity, and appeared to have been 
a good deal worn, as dKNi|^ theses had been wa«h- 
hig over them for some time. They were of small 
size in comparison witli those we aXterwards saw, 
but being unused to the sight, we thought them 
magniiioent. At noon we made land, which proved 
to be Ridley's Island. It was high, broken, and 
rugged, with the top covered witlisnow. The rocks 
had a basaltic appearance, and mauy wci-e de- 
taehed from the miun body of the island, with nu- 
merous high pinnaclcR, very much wom by the sea. 
The surf wasit>o great to attempt a landing for the 
purpose of procuring specimens. As we closed in 
with the land, we lowered a boat and tried the cur- 
rent, which was found setting to the north-north- 
west, two fathoms per hour. 

At 6 P.M. we had several ice-islands in sifhtyCape 
Melville bearing 8outh>by.eaat (true), we now 
had light winds from the south-south-west. 

The north foreland of King George's Island was 
in sight, and found to be well placed on the charts. 
The appearance of all this land is volcanic; it is 
from eight hundred to one thousand feet high. The 
upper part is covered and the valleys filled v ith 
snow of great depth. Before night we had several 
other Islands in sight, with many bergs and mach 
drift-ice. 

On the 2nd, at daylight, we made O'Briens and 
Aspland's Islands to the eastward, with many ice- 

ishuids, some of a tabular form, and from half .t 
mile to a mile in length. Through the fog and 
mist we got a sight of Bridgemau's Island, and 
stood for it, with tlie intention of landing on it. 
The fog cleared off as we approached it, and we 
could ]>erceive distinctly the smoke issuing from its 
sides. We made it in latitude 06' sad longi- 
tude 5r 10' W. 

This island is about six hundred fest highland of 
the 8baj>e of a flattened dome. 

On the Srd we HUed away at daylight, and stood 
for Palmer's Land. The birds now had very much 
increaiied. Cape pigeons, with the gray and black 
petrel, and occasionally penguins, swimming about 
us in all directions, uttering their discordant 
screams : they seemod astonished at encountering 
so unusiial an object as a vessel in these frozen 
seas. At 6^ 30^" we made land, which I took to be 
Mount Hope, the eastern point of Palmer's Land. 
By a A.M. we had penetrated among the numerous 
tcebeigs, until we found it impossible to go further. 
I have rarely seen a finer sigbt. The sea was lite- 
rally studded with these beautiful masses, some of 
pure white, others showing all the shades of the 
opal, others emerald green, and oceasionaUy here 
and there some of a deep black, forming a strong 
contrast to the pure white. Mcar to us, \ve disco- 
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vered three small islets, and gave them the name 
of the Adventure Islets; while beyond, and above 
all, rose two h\gh niouiitains, ore of which was 
Mount Hope. 1 place tlie eastern extremity of 
Palmer's Land, or Mount Hopc^ in lopgitnide 6>T 
66' Utitude 63* 35' S. 

The whole arm ww itiMlded wi0i ieeberga, wbieh 
it now became necMiHcy to get oIomt of, if poui- 
ble» before night set in. 

It was % &y of great excitenient to alt, for we 
had ice of all kinds and descnptions to encounter, 
from the iceberg of huge rpiadraiigular shape, 
with its stratified appearance, to the sunken and 
deceptive mass, that it was difficult U> perceive 
before it was under the bow. Our ritnatton was 
critical, but tlio weather favoured us for a few 
hours. On clearing these dangers, we kept off to 
the eonthward mid westward, tinder all muI, and at 
8 P.M. we counted eighty large ice-islands in sight. 
AfterwardH it became so thick with mist and fog, 
as to render it necessary to lay-to till daylight^ 
l)eforo which time we had a !: ivy •■iiow-stomi. 
The temperature of the water liad lalica to 20"; 
air 2ff. At one hundred fathoma depth we found 
the former 29°. A stnmg gale now set in from 
the southward and westward. The brig's «leck 
was covered with ice and snow, and the - i it'i r 
became excessively damp and cold. The men were 
snflTertng, not only from want of snffident room to 
accommodate the numbers in th<; vessel, but from 
the inadequacy of the clothing with which they had 
been anppHed. Although pardiaaed by the go- 
vernment at great expen5w», it was found to be 
entirely unworthy the service, and inferior in every 
way to the samples exhibited. This was the case 
with all the articles of this desonption that were 
provided for the expedition. Not having been 
able to satisfy inyself to wlutm tlie bluiue is to bo 
attributed, contractors or inspectors, I hesitate to 
give their names publicity. The deception is in 
my opinion to be attributed to both. 

On the 5th of March the cale had increased. 
The tender Sea-Gull being in dose eompany, both 
vessels were in imminent danger. At 3 *.m. we 
narrowly escaped several icebergs. At, 4 a.m. it 
blew a very heavy gale from the south-weHt; the 
temperature of the air feU to 27°, and that of the 
water was 29^; the iee formed mpidly on the deek, 
and covered the rigging, so mu li to render it 
difficult to work either the brig or schooner; 
dangers beset na in every dtrsetton, and it reqnired 
all the watefafulnesB we were pc a s esso d of to avoid 
them. 

From the state of the weather, the lateness of 

the season, and the difficulty of seeing around us, 
not ouly duruig the several hours of the night, but 
even in the day-time, the constant fogs and mist in 
which we had been for several hours every day 
enveloped, rendered oar exertions abortive, and 
preelutled tbr {.nssibility of doi;: ^ htiy thing more 
tfian to attend to the sailing of the vea&els. Thene 
ressons determined me to give up the endeavour 
to proceed further south, feeling convinced that the 
i>ca^a for such exploratiuus had gone by. 1 
therefore ordered the Sea-Gull to return to Otamge 
Harbour, well knowing that her situation was much 
worse than our own ; directing her to touch at 
Deception Island on the way, while wc proceeded to 
the ncffthward to examine some of the other isUnds. 
When w« bom away, I had the mfsntion of 



passing towai'ds the assigned situation of the 
Aurora Isles, but I found the evew ho much en- 
feebled by their constant exposure, whilst some of 
them were affected with incipient scurvy, that I 
concluded it was better to rsComtoOrN^ Har- 
bour as soon as possiblai 

We eontinned under easy sail, enveloped in 
fogs, and fal'iir^ in 7 i (i iif dly with icebergs close 
aboard, from wiuck at times we escaped with diffi- 
culty. 

On the f; th f March the wind shifted to the 

northward, with snow. 

On the 7th, while making all way to the north- 
ward, the fog lifted, and high knd was reported 
wiihhk a short distance of us. A few moments 
more, and we should have been wrecked. This 
proved to be Elephant Island. We found from its 
position that we had been set upwards of fifty 
miles to the eastward, in the last four days, by the 
current. We passed to leeward of it. Ttie sea 
was too high to attempt a landing. In the after- 
noon it cleared, and from our nb8ervation<; wo 
found Cape Belsham, its enst4.-ni point, well placed. 
Wc passed between it and Com wal lis Island. The 
Seal Hocks were also seen and observed upon. 

We now stood to the northward, and on the 
16th we were off the Straits of Le Maire, where 1 
a|pun tried the deep-sea temperature, with a wire 
sounding-line, which parted at three hundred and 
forty fathoms, and we lost the apparatus. I then 
made a second experiment, wifli a line of rope four 
hundred fiUhoms in length. The temperature of 
the surface was 44 , of tlu- water below I?" ■ This 
was about sixty miles to the i a>it\\ard uf the place 
where I had sounded bofare, on the l&th of Feb- 
ruary, when passing aroond Cape Uom in the 
Vincennes. 

March 17th, we had light winds from the east- 
Ward, and a smooth sea, with delightful weather. 
There was, however, a heavy bmfc of eumoK to 
the south-westward, and after a few hours' calm, 
the wind came fironi tliat quarter, aud began tu 
blow fresh, aoeompMiied with heavy squalls. We 
did not succeed that night in reaching New Island, 
where it wait} luy iutt^utiuu tu have uuchured and 
rode out the gale. We in consequence found our- 
selves the next nKuning thirty miles to the east- 
ward of our porition on the previous evening, hav- 
ing drifted at the rate of thi-ee miles an hour. 
From appearances I inferred that the gale had set 
in for several days; I therefore determined to 
malce for Good Succe.ss Bay, and await the break- 
ing up of this storm, being satisfied we could make 
little progress to the westward during ita eonthia> 
ance. 

We anchored in the bay early in the aflemoon, 
when we took our boats and went on shore for a 
few hours. There was but UtUe surf when we 
luided, but it rapidly increased, and one of the 
boats in attempting to pasf? through it filled, and 
after several ineffectual attempts, did not succeed 
in getting off. A boat was sent to assist, but re- 
turned with a repoi"t that no relief could I r ren- 
dered them, and tliat they had deternimed to 
remain imtU morning. 

In the rooming the surf had veiy mueh in- 
creased. The sea setting in the bay rendered our 
situation uncomfortable, and somewliat dangerous, 
as we were exposed to the force of it and the wiud, 
wludi had hauled to the south-east. 
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At I P.M., being desirous of sending provbious 
to the party no Bhore, LieutmuuDt HarMria was 

ordered to m] r < liarge of two boats, to GOminillU- 
cate with tlieiu, aiid give them Rupplies. 

My intention was to effect thin by having a line 
floated on shore by whicli to haul the seal boat or 
yawl, having provisions bushed in her, thmuf^h the 
surf by the party on shore. Instructions to this 
effect weregiven to Lieutenant Hartstein, who wm 
enjoined not to risk the lives of the men. We 
watched them attentively with our ghisHi-s. Shortly 
after they had anchored their boats outside the surf, 
we pereeived Lientenant HaHstein and three men 
strapping on their life-preservers, and preparing 
themselves for a landing in the boat. I felt under 
great i^iprehensiuns of aorident. Placing, however, 
great confidence in that oflRcer's judgment, I was 
assured he would nut risk tlie lives of the men, 
and hb own, on such an occasion. It was with 
great anxiety we watched their proceedings; in a 
few moments afterwards they were separated from 
the other boat, still appar«'ntly making prepara- 
tions. In an instant they were borne on the crest 
of tiio rollen) and immediately diaappeared. Some 
few minatea after, the boat was ^^een bottom np 
among tbe rollers. Presently the other boats 
crew were seen pulling in haste towards a person; 
one was picked up, then another. We lo<jked in- 
tently fur the rest, but no signa of thuiu were Been. 
We then endeavoured to count the party on shore, 
and we thought it had increased, hut the constant 
motion of tiie Tessel rendered it impoesible to Iceep 
our glasses fixed on them for a sufKeient length of 
time to ascertain their number. We now saw the 
boat retomittg; it eoon reached the Teesel, and 
Lieutenant Hartstein and Samuel Stretch proved 
to be the two that had been saved. Both w<>ro 
maeb exbaested. The persons in tho boat, while 
yet at a distance from the brig, to relieve our 
nn.vifcity, gave us the joyful intelligeuce that Wil- 
liams and Moore had reached the more in safe^. 

Lieutenant Hartstein, on xeeoTering from his 
exhanstioD, informed me, that on arriving at the 
'11 f in 1 anehorujg the boat, he found it inipos.sible 
to carry into effect the intention of getting a line 
on shore. He then eondeded flrnt in the stnf- 
boat, with oars, and a line from the boat outside, 
they might land in safety. Samuel Stretch, John 
Wuliams,and Samuel Moore, volunteered to ac- 
company him. They strapped on their life-pre- 
servers, with wliich they were provided, and were 
preparing themselves for the trial, when a wave 
curling without them, carried them forward with 
rapidity; in an instant the hnatwaa Arown end 
over, and they found tin ins- Ues struggling for life 
in a furious surf. Had it not been for the life- 
pte acf v e rs , they most aH have been drowned. The 
under tow assisted in bringing Stretch and himself 
out, (neither of whom could swim,) together with 
the boat, ^raiiama and Heore awam to tlie 
beach. 

The night proved dark and stormy, and the 
squalls were furious. 

The morning of the SIst dawned with no better 
prospect All oar endeaTonrs to get a supply of 

provisions to the party ( n In. re by kites, &.C., 
failed, and it was now duomed advisable for the 
safety of the brig, to slip our cables and go to sea 
on the making of the flood, which sets out of the 
bay. Previous to this time, we were employed in 



supplying the yawl with provisions, intending to 
kave her as a buoy to our cable and andiar; and to 

prevent her fr in sinking, our IndiapittUlMr Uh" 
spars were lashed uj her. 

We did not again reach Good Success Hay until 
the niglit of tiie 25th, after five days' absence, when 
we found the party had gut the )»i-uvit>iuus, and 
were all well. At daylight on the 26th they came 
on hoard. On the 27th wo recovered our anchor, 
and on Uie 38th set sinl for Orange Harbour. 

On the evening of tbe 29th, Imving entered Nas- 
sau Bay (it being quite dark), as we were standing 
as we supposed over for Oiange Havbonr, we heai^ 
the surf, and suddenly discovered that we were 
dose in and among tho kelp; we immediately an- 
chored in six fathoms. 

At daylif;ht we found ourselves in a snug cove of 
WoUastou's Itilaud, and discovered that it was the 
false pack-saddle to the southward of the islai^ 
which had aerved to mislead us. 

We were here virited by a canoe with aix 
nativr-, t A o old women, two >"Uiig men, !ind two 
children. The two women were paddliug, aud tbe 
fire was burning in the nsnal plaee. They ap- 
j roached the vessel, singing their rude song, " Hey 
nieh luh," and continued it until they came aloug- 
side. Ilie expression of the younger ones was ex- 
trenifly prepo8.sessing, evincing nmch intelligence 
and good immour. They ate liara and bread vora- 
ciously, distenduig their large mouths, and showing 
a strong and beautiful set of teeth. A few stripaof 
red flsnnel distributed among them pndooed great 
ple.ifiure ; they tied it aruund their heads as a sort 
of turban. Knowing tliey were fond uf music, I had 
the fife played, the only instrument we could muster. 
They seemed much struck with the sound. The 
tuue of "Yankee Doodle" they did not understand; 
but when ** Bonnets of Blue" was played, they 
were all in motion keeping time tit it. The vessel 
at this time was under way, aud no presents could 
persuade them to contume any lunger with us. 
Theio was some disposition in tiie younger ones, 
hot the adults refused to betaken where tne fickle* 
ncss of their climate might subject tin lh ( • ]ie 
blown off. We found them also extremely iuxi- 
tadve^ repeatii^r over our words and mimicking 
our motions. 'I'hey were all cjuite naked. 

1 haves seldom secu so happy a group. They 
were extremely lively and cheerful, and any thing 
but miserable, if wc could have avoided contraating 
their condition with our own. 

The colour of the young men was a pale, and of 
tbe old a dark cupper colour. Their heada,were 
covered with ashes, but tlwir exterior left a pleas- 
ing impression. Contentment was pictured in their 
countenances and actions, and pn>duced a moral 
dTeet that will long t>e remembered. 

On the 30th we reached Orange Harbour. While 
yet off the port, we made signal for the boats, and 
were soon joined by them, and learned witli much 
pleasure that they were all well. The Sea-GuU 
iiad returned safely. Lieutenant Craven having 
entei tained some fears of the safety of the launch, 
which had been absent on a surveying excur* 
sion, bad despatched that vessel in pursuit of 
her. 

The Sca-Gull returned to Orange Harbour from 
the southern eruiae on the 92nd of March, having, 
after parting oompany, vlj^ted, aa dtreeted^ Decep- 
tion Island. 
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The plan of Penduluin Cove Lieutenant Ken< 
dally of the Chmndeleer, with which I ivrnished 
liieutcnant Jchnson, was fimiid accurate. Ou tlii-ir 
huiding, the bare gruuiiU that was seen was a 
looee black eMth. The beds of the ravines and 
the beaches were of a black and ri'ddish gravel, 
much reHembiiug pumicc-stoiic in appearance. Pen- 
golni were seen in countless numbers, or, as he 
expmses it, ** covering aome hnndrede of «<»«« on 
the bill fude.** It was then the monl^g aeMon, 
and tliey were seen busily occinned in | ii l injf off 
each other's feathers. It was an amusing bight to 
M0 diem awodbited in pain, Utivm employed, and 
the eagerness with which the sailors attacked them 
with the oars and boat-hooks. They were not 
ineliDed to enlmilt traklly to this intmnoo, and in 
some instances readily gave battle. Their manner 
ill duing it was to seize the aggressor witli their 
bill, and beat him with their flippers. Their 
bearing wm quite ooungeotts^ and their retreftt 
digniiied, M far as their ridicnloufl waddle would 
permit. They were show^-lookiug birds, with 
yeUow tt^kufrta, and are known as the aptenodytes 
cliryeeome. 

As an accompaniment to these pen{»tiins, a small 
white pigeon (chironis or sheath-bill) was found 
here, qmie tnnM. These were easily taken in 
numbers. They are not wcb-footed, have red legs 
and bills, with perfectly white though not fine 
plumage. They seem to live entirely on tlio dung 
of the penffuin, and their flesh is black, coaraOj and 
nnfuiJatabra. Sailing u]> the bay, they deseried a 
s' rv It • j ard (the phoca kopardina jam), which 
\ Lieutenant Johnson succeeded in taking; but by 
an anaeeoontable mistake, the bWuI], ftc. were 
thntwn overboard. Its dimensions were siso 
omitted to be taken. 

Knowing that Captain Foster, in the Chanticleer, 
had left here a self -registering thermometer iu 
J 029, 1 directed Lteatenant Johnson to look for it, 
and note its stJindin^. luiniediiitely on Hicnrin;^ 
the tender he proceeded to search for it, but uot- 
wlthstMHiing we partiealar dliectioiifl, he did not 
find it. Since my return home, I have received a 
letter from William H. Smiley, master of a i»eaiing 
vessel that touched there in February, 1842, stating 
that be had f( uriil rlic tlifrmoTnotor, and carefully 
noted its luiuiiuuni temperature, which waa 5" 
below zero. 

Lieutenant Johnson, in oomMny with Assistant- 
Surgeon Whittle, Tinted an ola crater, at the head 

of the bay,wherf ;t l' ntle ascent of about four 
hundred feet brought them to the edge of an 
abrupt bank, some twenty feel high, surrounding 
the crater on the bay ade. The crater was aljout 
fifteen hundred feet in diameter, from east to west, 
bounded en the west <>r further side by lofty hills, 
with many ravines, which had apparontiy been 
much wa-slied by heavy rains. This led to the 
belief tlmt the water found within the crater would 
be fresh, but its taste, and the incrustation of salt 
fonnd on its borders, showed that it was not so. 
Near the cast end of the cniter, the water boils in 
many pkces, sometimes bubbling out of the side 
of a bMik, at othen nesar the water's edge, with a 
hiwinj^ noise. The snrface water was found to be 
on a levt;! with the waters of tlte bay, and to be 
milk-warm. A few inches below, it was pereqtUbly 
eolder. No thertnometrie observatiens were ob- 



tained. The ground near the Boiling Springs 
quite hot In Ae vieinity were lying quantities of 

cellular and scoriaceoua lava. Tit mly sign of 
vegetation was a lichen, growing in small tufta, 
around the mouth of aeveiml sniallerateBB,uf thi-ee 
or four feet in diameter. From tliese a heated 
vapour is constantly issuing, accompanied by much 
noise. Before they returned to tlie tender, they 
were overtaken by a violent snow-stonn firom the 
north-east, and with difficulty readied the oove 
without the boat, having been compelled to leave 
it at the opposite side of the bay, for the force of 
the wind was aodi as to render all tbdr elforls to 
pull against it useless. This weather continued 
with much snow for three days, when it ceaised 
snowing, but still blew heavy. It was the inten- 
tion of Lieutenant Johnson to carry over the yawl, 
for the purpoeo of sounding in the crater, to ascer- 
tain its depth, and get its temperature, which it is i 
to be regretted was not done. On the 17tli uf 
March they sailed ftrom Deception Island, having 
left a bottle cncIof?ing rc|)ort«, tied to a flag stiift'. 
This was afterwards found by Captain Smiley, who 
mentions in Ms letter to me, that in February, 
184*2, the whole south side uf Deception Ishuid 
appeared as if on fire. He counted thirteen vol- 
canoes in action* He is of opinion that the ishuid 
is undergoing many changes. He likewise reports 
that Palmer's Land consists of a number of islands, 
between which he has entered, and that the psft* 
sasM are deep, narrow, and dangerous. 

The Sea-Gnll, after a stormy jmrnt/ffif reaehed 
Orange Harbour on tlie 22nd, with all hands much 
exlmusted. She was despatched by Lieutenant 
Craven the next day, oa before Stated, in search of 
thr Ia ;;!r !), ^which had been absent eleven days,) 
on tile route she had been ordered to pursue. 

In imssing over from Hermit Island to that of 
Evout's, during a brisk gale and heavy sea, the 
launch, in towing, filled, broke adrift, and was 
lost. The men had all been previously ordered 
out of her, and most of the articles removed. The 
Sea*Gull again i^eached Orange Harbour on the 
5th. 

Ou her an'ival, finding the launch had not com- 
pleted the duties pointed out, I again despatched 
the Sea-Gull lender to finish tlicm, particularly to 
cxannue and survey a tiarbour on the eai>t side of 
Wollaston's IslamL She aecordingly sailed the 
next day, and sneeeeded in performing the re- 
quired duty, having surveyed a very safe and con- 
venient harbour on the east side, and ascertained 
that the so-called Wolkston Island formed two 
islands. Leaving to tibe ensteramost the name of 
Wollaston, 1 have given to the western the name 
of Baily, after i'raiicis Baily, Esq., the well-known 
ifice-pi^ideut of the Royal Society, as a small 
memento of the obligation the ? yppHftion and 
myself arc under to him, for the great interest ho 
took in the equipments, and the kindness sho\Nn 
me while in London when procuring the instru- 
ments. Ttie harbour that lies between these two 
islands was !iamed after the Sea-rJull. A chart of 
it will be found in the iiydrogniphical AUas. 
Lieutenant Johnson was again transferred to the 
Vincennes. On the 12th, the Flyir<,'-Fish arrived, 
bringing news of the Peacock and their opcratioiw, 
which will be detailed in the foUowing ehaptsr. 
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At 10 A.M., on the 25tli of February, (he Peacock, 
witli the tender Flying-Fish, got under way, aud 
bI«o received ))arting cheers from the Vincenoes 
and Tielief as they ]>a.sse<l out of the harbour. The 
^slnd, as with the Porpoise, wan light and variable 
until the BftemooiiyWlieil they likewise encountered 
the heavy squBU from the south-west, which with 
the thick weather induced Captun Hudson to re- 
gain the outer nncliorape of Orange Harbour, and 
reouuD there during the continuance of the gale. 
The next morning, the weather pTovbg more fk* 
vour;il)le, tht y again got under way, and stood down 
the bay, with all sail set, aud a fine breeze from the 
northward. 

The heavy bank of cumuli that had been per- 
ceived in the west, by uuou Le^^n to develop it- 
self, and by three o'clock they were under their 
storm -saite. The harometcr, which was at 29*21 in., 
lie;.Mti to rise as it came on. This gale lasted 
twenty-four hours, and during its continuance the 
tender Flyiog-Fiah was lost sight oL Captain 
Hndeon in h» initruetioiiB to Lientenant WaJker, 
notified him that the Pencoek would wait twelve 
hours in or near the situation where last seen; 
which he now did; hot no tidings being received 
of the tender, he bore away for their firet rendez- 
vous, having taken the pi'ecaution to fix fuur phicea 
of meeting. 

Duriag the last gale^ from her bad and defective 
ontfits, no vessel eoald be more uncomfortable than 
the Peacock, and although every precaution was 
taken to make the porta tight, yet from their 
wortcUi|(, it wan found inponible to keep there so. 

On the 7th they agun had squalls of sn -w :n id 
rain, with strong gales. On the 9th, althougli the 
weather had moderated, yet the sea was very 
heavy, and the ship tossed and tumble I nlnut in 
every direction. William Stewart, cai>uiu of the 
main-top, was this day knocked ofiT the yard, and in 
his fall stmek the main rigging, but he canted and 
Ml overboard, when he was seen to lie quite inseu* 
sible, feet up, supported by his exploring boots, 
which were suppoeed to have occasioned his fall. 
A bowline wm thrown over them, and he was dex- 
tenmsly drawn on board again. The ship had but 



little lieadway, and it would have been im p .s-t*>le 
to lower a boat on account of the ruughne^ ot the 
Kea; his lescue was tlierefore almost miraculous. 
Every care was taken of him, but it was soon found 
that the violence of the coiicu6biou had been so 
great that his lungS had become gorged with blood, 
and little hn{>eH were entertwn«lof liis recovery. 
After lingering to the llth,hedied. He was greatly 
regretted by both ottieers and men, for he had 
proved himaeif an excellent man, and was well cal- 
culated for the SMTvice. On the same day his body 
was eommitted to the deeip^ with the usual eere- 
moniee. 

This day they made the first {oebei|;. The only 

indication in the air or water on approaching it, 
was a fall ot two degrees iu the temperature of the 
former, and one degree in the latter. Their 
position was in latitude Qi" and longitude 
80° W. 

On the l4th, Captain Hudson remarked a great 
and strikiogchauge in the weather since tbey 
passed the 62** of south latitude, it having become 
much more settled, and freefroni the sudri* n s-jiilU 
auii constant gales they had experienced since leav- 
ing Cape Horn. Sevmd birds were shot this day, 
iuehiding an albatross and many penguins. Petrels 
aud Cape pigeons were seen. They now began to 
fall in with iosheqgs in numbers. The tempera- 
ture of the water and air had isUen to 33" and 
32». 

Tliey encountered, during the 17th, and part of 
the 18tl), the heaviest gale and sea tbey had exne. 
rieneed since leaving the Uiuted States. The ship 
was coni{)Ietely coated with ice, even to the gun- 
deck. Every spniy thrown over her froze, aud her 
bows and deck were fairly jmcked with it. The 
crew suffered much from the gun- deck being con- 
stantly wei; aiiJ a being now covered with ice, the 
ship was damp throughout. 

On the 18th, the gale continued, with a heavy sea, 
the winds prevailing more from the south and south- 
south-east. There were many birds about the ship ; 
among them a shealb-bill, which Mr. P^e made 
every exertion to take, hut without success. A blue 
petrei was|, however, caught. Seversl icebergs 
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were in sight, mid at aigiit they had u beautiful dis- 
plajr off the aurora austi-alis, extending from south- 
MU^weii to euL, Tbe sm were of many oobnuiB, 
nbdiftting tnwwrtii flin miiiith, mil nurhmfl in ilti 
tuJe of 8OT«na bcilliaiit nwtoon vi«ir» also 
observ^L 

Hot coffee wu noir aerved to Ae crew at nid- 

night, or at rcUeving of the watch, which proved 
exceedingly acceptable. The temperature of the 
au: had fallen to 22% and of the water to 28°. 

On the IMth iliey bad another display of the au- 
rom, iiiid It exhibited a peculiar cfiVct. lu the 
southern quarter there was an appearance of a 
dense doud, resembling a shadow oaat upon the 
tky, and forming an arch, about IflP in altitude. 
Above this were seen coniHcations of light, render- 
ing all objects around the ship visible. From be- 
bind fluB doad* divergtuj^^ rays frequently shot up 
to an aUituiie of from 25° to 45". These appear- 
ances continued until day dawned. The night was 
lumarivably fine, and many shooting stars were ob- 
sorvfd. The barometer stood at 29 77 i'l- Dnring 
the afceruouu of this tkiy, a fog-hank was perceived 
ia the south-western quarter, and they were a 
short time afterwards completely enveloped in a 
fug so dense and tliiek, tlwt they could not see 
twice the length of the .shij). Fortunately, before it 
closed in, they were enabled to get good bearings 
of the different icebei|pi in sight, ^d particularly 
of those which closely surrounded them. 

On the 20th, they had moderate weather, with 
fo:js. They had now readied the lonfritude of 
9<f W., latitnd.! GS" S., and obtained a sight of the 
vcv barriei'. Tlio fog becoming dense, they were 
■)bliged to heave the ship to; the sea being smooth, 
they took the opportunity to sound with the deep- 
sea line, with the apparatus for temperature. The 
line bein:; of copper wire, they succeeded in getting 
out eight hiiudired fathoms of it; but when they 
began to reel it up, it parted, and the whole was 
Jc^;. The noise of the sea beating on the icebergs 
n-jui freqoeutly heard close aboard, and several 
loud sounds resembling thunder, which they im- 
puted to the breaking asunder and turning over of 
large icebergs. 

During the whole of the 21st they could not ven- 
ture to run, in consequenee of the dense fog, which 
lasted all day, with the exception of about an hour. 
Mr. Peale having shot one of the petrels, of the 
same kind as seen the day before, a boat was 
Wwesed to piek it up, of widen advantege was taken 
to tr\- tbe current. It was found setting one- 
third of a mile per hour to tlie north- west-by- 
west 

On the 23rd it partly cleared, and the fos having 
bein succeeded by a snow-storm, the wind haulM 
to the west, with a heavy bank of clouds in that 
quarter. The barometer showed no indication of a 
gale; the weather turned out tiiick, and prevented 
them from seeing any distance. They had Kome 
severe squalls, accompanied with .snow. On the 
24th, the wuid banting to the northward and west- 
ward, brought snow and thick weather, with some 
heavy squalls. Many icebergs were met with, 
which were fortunately avoided. A sharp look- 
out was kept for them, and the ship put in 
readineas to perform any manoeavre that might 
be desirable. .Some of ■i i I -ebergs were two 
hundred feet above the surface of the water, 
and ot % pinaaete shape. The snow continued 



to fall fa-st, rendering the ship micomfortably 
wet. 

On the 2&th, the fog continued until near meri- 
dian. Many birds were seen about the ship, and 
many fin-back whales. They obtained a meridian 
observation, the first for the last six days, and 
found the ms e l irss in the latitude of 68^ S., longi- 
tude 97** 68' W. Here, in the evening, to their 
great joy, they fell in w ith the tender Flying-Fish. 
On her near approach, all hands were turmd up, 
and gave her tiireo hearty cheers. Lieutenant 
Walker came on board, and rejxirted to Captain 
Hudson that he had visited all the a})pointed ren- 
dezvous in hopes of iidJing in with the Peacock, 
but without sneeess, having encountered very 
severe and boisterous weather. On the 18th they 
left the fourth rendezvous, having passed tiie J 7th 
in ite vidnfty. They then turned towards tbe 
south for Cook's Ne Plus Ultra, and continued 
their way to the southward. The weather wat> at 
times vefy thick, the ice-islands became numerous, 
and they occasionally passed a little floating iee. 
On tlie 18tb tiiu ice became abundant, and llualed 
in large masses around them. At 4 a.h. the water 
was much discoloured, and some of the ice also 
having the iqipeanuice of being but Jately detached 
from the land. They obtained a cast of the lead, 
but found no bottom at one hundred fathoms. At 
eight o'dodc the fog lifted, and diseovered, to tihe 
amazement of all, a wall of ice from fifteen to 
twenty feet high, extending east and wetit as far as 
the eye could reach, and spreading out into a \ ast 
and seemhigly boundless field to llie south. Their 
latitude at this time was about 67° ^0' S., longitude 
106** W. The weather becoming thick, they stood 
to the northward, and soon ran into blue water. 

On the Slst, at 7 a.m., they saw the iee extend- 
ing in broken ranges from south -by -ea'^^t ; n rtb- 
east, and the sea extending round to the westward. 
At eight o*dock the watsr was i^n nrneh dis- 
coloured, and many large icebergs were around. 
At meridian their latitude was 68° 41' S., longitude 
108* «M' W.f when they again stood to the south- 
ward, nnming among tbe ice-islands with a fair 
wind, flattering themselves that they should before 
noon of the next day get further south than Cook 
had. In tins, however, tliey were disappointed; 
far the weather became thick, and they were in 
consequence obliged to lieavo-to. 

On the morning of the 23rd of March, their lati- 
tude was 78^ S., Imgitude 100" 10' W. Tbe wea- 
ther proved clear. In the afternoon they again 
stood to the southward and eastwrn-d fur three 
hours, when they observed the appearance of land, 
and discovered large masses of ice and numerous 
icebergs. At midnight the southern horizon was 
beautifuliv illuminated with the aurora australis. 

On the 24th they had a heavy fail of snow; 
passed many icebergs, and large ({uandties of 
floating ice ; got sudd' ril\ into large fields of 
packed and broken ice, extending as fai' as tbe eye 
could reach, in all Erections, which, with the ac- 
cumulation of snow, appeared to be rapidly becom- 
ing solid. They lost no time in forcing their way 
out. All on board were of opinion, that within a 
short time after they desred it, it became a firm 
fidd of iee. The latitude observed was 09* 00' S., 
longitude 96° 50' W. 

Having on two occasions narrowly escaped being 
dcoed in by the ke, Ltentansnt Walker bad de- 
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tcroiined to return, ami was lacking IiLm way to the 
north when he fell in with the Peacock. 

The nights himiw become kog, with til* inter- 
ruptions oeowioned hy fogs and saoW'StomtB, 
afforded but little tinit? for innning the vessels 
araong the icebergs, whose utunbers rendered the 
navigation mtramety IwuxidouB. The aondition 
of tlio Peacock for a winttr's campaign was mise- 
rable, and on boaid tbo Flying-Fish there was no 
protectioii in the event of being frozen in. The 
positive nature of his instructions, combined with 
the report of Lieutenaut Walker, convinced Cap- 
tain Hudtton of the necessity of turning tht> ves- 
seb' beads towards a more temperate climate. On 
boldinjpr * conncfl witb his officers, he fonnd them 
al! if till < |iinion that tin ?i ason for active opera- 
tioiib in Uiusti Utitudes liad paBsed, and that it was 
advinable for the walo to prooeed without dehy 
to tlie north. 

The vessels accordingly steered to tliu north- 
ward. 

The weather, during the cruise aonth, was ex- 
ceedingly unfavourable; f< r, with few exoepticnis, 
during their stay in tin ai tLirctic circle, they we»"e 
enveloped in dense fogs^ or found onl^ occswonal 
relief from fliem in lalls of snow. The crew daring 
tlie whole time enjoyed an unusual degree of 
health, whieh is not a little surprising; for since 
leaving Orange Hurbotir, the state of the ship had 
been such a.H to promote disrate The precau- 
tions and eudeavours to keep the men dry eulirely 
failed, from tbo wndition of tho «tai^ hnotnfore 
referred tOk 

The weather proved Aiek on the 98th and 29th, 

and they h.iii little opportunity of making progress 
to the north, against the north- west winds, which 
were Bght On this night a new danger beset 
them, wat of being consumed by fire 1 At mid- 
night, on the 29th of March, they were aroused by 
the smell of burning and smtdte, imuing from the 
main hold. The usual orders were given relative 
to tlie magazine. The drum beat tu quarten*. On 
opening the main hatch, smoke issued out in 
volumes, and fire was disoovered under it, pro* 
eee^g from a bag m full blaze. Tii» was soon 
pss-'ied on deck, and the fire extinguished. It was 
fortunately discovered in time, and was found to 
proceed from a quantity of c«>ffee, which had been 
put below in the bag, after it had been bumi or 
roasted, the previous afternoon. 

On tlie Ut of April, m latitude 60* 12' S., longi- 
tude 84" 20' W., Capt^n Hudson despatched the 
tender to Orange Harbour, with his reports to me, 
and continued his route to Valparaiso. On the 
evening of the 19th they made the land of Chili; 
and on the 91st the Peaeoek arrived in ValparuM), 
where to their snqirlse they found our store-ship 
the Relief, which had aiTived at Valparaiso fwme 
days previous. The hist icebergs seen were in 
latitude 62" 30' S , longitude 87^ 41' W.| the 
tempenitnr© of air 33"; of water 35 ^ 

The Tlelief left Orange Harbour on the 26th of 
Felffuary, for the purpose of visiti^ various places 
in tlie Stoaits of Magellan, to arord an opportu- 
nity of making investigatioiiH, and opening a larger 
field for uur tiiituralists during the fifty or sixty 
days they were to bo detained on the coast. Most 
of the scientific gentlemen were accordingly trans- 
ferred to her; and she was ordd'cd to enter the 
Br eck no c k FiMsg^ and thence into Cbdtbura 
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Sound, of which we had King's valuable chart; 
and I thought that the passage into the strait was 
more feasible, and might be sooner accomplished 
by timt route Ann by taking the eastern passage, 
particularly as the wind wa>^ fa- irable. T also 
thought it would enable theiu to explore more 
parts of the straits, and those which had been 

least visited. 

Various difficulties prevented her reaching the 
entrance to the Brecknock Passage, principally 
that of keeping too fur off the coast on k»g taclw to 
the southward. 

On the 17ih of March, after being at -sea twenty 
days, they approached the coast, and a»lo ensuing 
from the eonth-west, Lieutenant-CxmimandaBt 
Long, on the followin:^ ilny, il, ti rniin-''? to n;n in 
and anchor under Noir Island, which is -spoken of 
by Kingaa an excellent harbour. The wind was 
blowing ^ r^^'f* fi in the Routli-west, with thick 
weather and haii-sij^uails. Noir Island was disco- I 
vered under the lee, judged to be about twelve 
miles distant, when they steered for it. It becom- 
ing thick, they did not discover the Tow«r Roeks 
until they were almost up with, and just had time 
to clear them. These rocks presented a magniti- | 
eeni and fcarftil sight, the sea breaking completely I 
over them. Three anchors were prepared. They 
rounded the south-east point of the island, and 
stood in for the bay. At about five o*ck>ck they 
anchored in aeveuleea fathoBMi^ and the anchor 
took effect. 

On the rooming of the 19th, the highest point 
of Noir Island waa aeen, capped with snow ; the 
wind had abated Mwnewha^ but not enoogh to 

permit of their landing in a snug little eove abreast 
of them. In the afterno<m the wind again in- 
creased, and another «»^r was let go. There 
w as mueh sea, and the Rhip rode very uneasy at 
her anchor. The sea broke tremendously on tlie 
reef aatem, sliooting up in columns, such as are 
seen to appear imder the effect of mirage. After 
it became dark, the wind shifted to the southward 
and eastward, which brought the sea from that 
quarter, and exposed them more both to it aud tlie 
wind. The anchors shortly after began to drag, 
and the vessel was urged in the direction of a rock. 
Fortunately the wind abated towurds morning 
and earoefSram its old quarter, south-west^ more mT 
the land, but still blew w ith violence. 

On the morning of the 20th, ouc of their chain 
cables was found to have parted. The chain wa.'^ 
hove in with some difficulty, and another anchor 
let go. The weather towards evening became 
again threatening, and produced no little anxiety. 
At nightfall it shifted in the same way it had done 
the previous evening, blowing again heavily. The 
ship wa.^ felt to he constantly dragijing, accom- 
panied by that grating kind of noise of the chain 
moving on the bottom, which is any thing but 
agreeable. The rock astern, together with the 
reef toward which the wind and sea were both 
setting the ship, rendered their situation truly 
appallbg. The procpect of any one surviving, in 
ease they had struck, was extremely slight. ^The 
night was dark and stormy, and the dragging con- 
tinued occasionally until midnight, when tiiey fotmd 
they had passed and escaped the rock, and were 
near the reef. They now shipped a heavy sea 
over the bows, the shock of wliich was so great 
that it parted their cables, and their dxilliqg be- 
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Ciune rajiiJ. Fruui the tiet of the current, they 
just cl«ANd the reef. When the point the 
Miild bol« east of Boatb, they slipped tbefr cables, 

wore round, and made siiil ; and ou tlie 'Jl-f, at 
daybreak, they found tijtiiii&eives off Cape Glou- 
cester. 

The conduct of Lieutenant Commandnnt l ong, 
his officers and men, during the perilouB biiuiition 
in wliicli the Relief was placed, deserv'es great 
praise ; they did their duty in eyerjr reqiect. Ou 
getting to flea, Uentenant-CominafHTant Long, 
with a council of offrcers, opened his scaled in- 
structions, which directed him to proceed to Voi- 
pmiaOy in the event of not finding me on liia 
return toOraiige Harhour; and concluded to make 
for Valparaiso, off which port ho urrivcd ou the 
13tli of April, without anchors. It was liere that 
Commandant Locke, of her Britannic Majesty's 
ship Fly, in the moet prornpt and handbome 
manner, despatched a hour \. irh an anchor to the 
aasiatance of the Relief ; mid it affords nie great 
pleasure to acknowledge the obligatkin we feel for 
this opportune service. The next day the Relief 
aodiored iu the bay of Valparaiso. 

Bat to return to Orange Harbour. 

Tb0 Fiying-Fiah amvad on the Uth April. 
The datiea of the obeervalory haTme been com* 
pleted, tl;e instruments wei-e embarkea, and - v. ly 
dung made ready fur our departure. During the 
Vincames' etay here of sixty days, we found the 
weather exceedinji;Iy changeable. Tlie winds pre- 
vailed forty-seveu days from the we&tward, twelve 
days from the north and eastward, and one from 
tba MMiyi*eait. liie meen temperature was 
nuttiraam 56°, mIttinMiiii 31^ Daring this tune 
there were eleven gidee of wiiull,«l from two to 
three days' duratifMii. 

There were hat few days on whuh rain did not 
fnl! (liirin^ sarne portion of the twenty -four hours, 
lui ^-lui)m hca.vily; lightuiagaud thunder occurred 
ODee during the time. The climate may be called 
extremely boisterous, although from the fiust uf the 
natives being without any kiud of covering, one 
would suppose it cannot be very variable as to 
temperature, throughout the year. The want uf 
ekKhmg boot, however, peeuHar toall the natives; 
those seen at Grood Sucoesa Bay were well r(n on d 
with giuuiacoe skins, and are a finer-looking aud 
taller race of meu. 

Observatioiiy of any kind are difficult to be had 
at Orange Harbour, either by day or night. 

While Lieutenant Carr and his party were at the 
otoervatoiy, a wolf was seen, at which Midahip- 
nsn C!laik fired, bat supposed he was not shot. 
The next morning he was fouiul >]en.d at a short 
diatsace from the place. Mr. Drayton made a 
coBeet dntwhag of him, and a uumber of measm^- 
menfs were taken. The hair wa» long over the 
whule body, and tliat about the neck and shouldcra 
Stood erect. It was a male, weighed fifteen pounds 
eodthree^naitenL and meastixed, from nose to tip 
of tiJl, duree feet six and thNe>foarth8 hiehee, and 
stood sixteen inches and a half high; o l ir of 
back, top of head, and tail, gray, the latter with a 
toft of black at its end; sides of head and outside 
of legs reddish brown; white Wtween the logs and 
00 the belJy. Dr. Fox some days afterwards shot 
a female near the same place; she hadattiliked one 
of the men, and seized his pea-iaoket. 

The wolf is the only knd Mtmud that it a native 



of the suil, and is supposed the same as that de- 
scribed by Captain King. The oi^ves have many 

dogs. 

Of land birds, wo found the upland goose, a most 
beautiful ^gle, a few plover, and some small birds. 
There are great quantities of wild fowl, geese, 
ducks, luid the usual &ea-bird8, to be i?cpn at all 
times iu the hai'bour, where they tiiid abundance 
of food among the kelp. 

A number of burnt human bones were due up 
in a eavo} hut wliethtf the natives bom tiiev 
dead or aaif «e had no opportunity of aeeev- 
taiuing. 

Orange Harbour in an excellent place to dbtidn 
wood and water. The latter is easily procured, and 
of good (quality. Winter-bark may be obLiiined 
here iu large quantities; scurvy-graas and wild 
celery are also plentiful around the i^res; and fiith 
are in almndanoe. 

As a resort for vessels in distress or affected 
with scurvy, &e. this port ma^ be reeum- 

mended; and it is the only one on this eoest that 
offers a safe and oonvenie&t harhour to supply 
their wants. 

Ou the 17th April, the time having expired for 
the return of the Relief, I concluded to leave 
Orange HaTbonr with tiie Yhteennes and Porpobe. 

Helieving the Relief ha 1 1 i ;i detained, the Flying- 
Fish and Sea- Gull tenders were both left to await 
her arrival for ten days, to take tlie scientific gen- 
tlemen on bo.-wl, !!iv! join ua at Valparaiso, in 
oi'der to prevent detention by the «luw sailing of 
that ship. 

We got under way, but tlie wind drawing 
ahead, with appeaianeee of bad weather, we an- 
chored in Sca]>enham Bay. The weatlier becom- 
ing stormy, and thiokiug the place in which we 
were anchored too mmm exposed, we again got 
under way, nn haek, and anchored m Oinu«ge 
Bay. 

Before leaving these desolate and stormy re- 
gions, it may be expected that I ahonld say a few 
words relative to the passage round die Cape. 
There are so many opinion t r lative to the beHt 
niauaer of proceedine in this uavigatioa, tliat one 
in consulting titan derives but little satisftwtion, 
no two authorities agreeing in their views upon the 
subject. I am inclined to believe that as much 
depend.^ upon the vossel, and the manner in which 
she is navigated, as the route pursued, whether the 
Cape is passed close to, or given a good berth: tlie 
object of all is to pass it as quickly as possible, and 
taking into eouaideration the difficulties to b« in- 
con^ from hoisteroos weatiier, heavy seas, and 
ice, it iniposflible to lay down any precise rule: 
tliat course which appears most feasible at the time 
ought to be adopted; keeping, however, in view, 
that there is no danger to be apprehended in navi- 
gating on the western coast of Terra del Fuego, as 
the current sets along its coast, and it is perfectly 
safe and practicable to navigate it as far as Cape 
Fillsv. The great difBculty existB in passing the 
pitch of the Cape ; there is none afterwards in get- 
ting to the westward. On the coast, the wind 
seldom blows long from the same quarter, but 
veew fr )m s<nith-west to north-west; the gales 
generally begin at the former quarter and end at 
the latter. Previous to the south-west gales, it 
would, therefore, in all casee, be advisable, when 
iudieations of thetr oenDVence an visihhs (whidi 
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are known hy tlw banko off eamnli in that quarter, 

some twenty-foor hours previously,) to stand to 
the southwa^ and westward in preference, with an 
mxudi wtSk m$ well can be earned, that when the 
change oeenny yon m»y be mdjr to stand on the 
other tack to the northward. One thing every 
navigator ought to hear in mind, that it requires 
all Uie activity and perseverance he may be pue- 
■e— eJ of to aeoomplirti it qniddj. 

On the 20th we took our final leave of these 
waters, and on the 21&t lost sight of laud, {xtasing 
to the northward of the island of Diego Ramieres. 

On the 23rd, during a strong gaki» wo [larted 
company with the Porpoise. 

Immediately after leaviiiL: Orange Harbour, 
dysentery made ita appearance on board the Vin- 
eenneo, and ran thrangh the wbolo 8hlp*iBeonipany. 
Some of the officers were also affected. It proved 
of a very mild t^'pe, and readily yielded to medical 
treatment Upon our arrival at ValpnniiOy it had 
ctitirely disappeared. The medical officers were 
umible to account for it, the health of the ship's 
company liaving been very good during our stay a* 
Orange Harbour. It was not thought to be owing 
to the water, as fhey had been nsing it for two 
months without any bad effect, but I think must be 
imputed to the cold and wet we e.xperieuced in the 
first part of the passage. 

On the 16th we made the land off Valparaiso, 
and before noon anchored in the bay, where we 
found the Peacock, and received tidings that the 
Relief had sailed with the store-ship Marmosa for 
Odbo. The Porpoise arrived on tiie loth, and 
the FIving-Fiah reached Valparai.so on the 19tli, 
after having experienced extremely boisterous 
weather. 

On approaching the coast of Chili, every one is 
anxious to get a sight of the Cordilleras. There 
are only two periods during the da^ in which tlioy 
oan be seen to advantage, viz. m the morning 
befbre sunrise^ and in the evening at soniet. The 
first is the most striking view. The outline is at 
that time of a golden hue, and may be easily 
traced, in a long line, nmnin^ north and tooth. 
This gi-adually brightens^ and is lost the nsment 
the suu in seeiu 

The evening view gives rise to disappointment. 
The moontMOS are seen at * great distance (eighty 
milaa in » flight), refleetiiig the setting sun, 
and, in oonseqaenoe^ i^pear nmeh lower than is 
anticipated. 

On our arrival at YalpanlNi^ I lost no time in 
establishing the observatory. The officers and 
scientific gentlemen were assigned to such duties 
as were deemed most desirable to inspre tiie re- 
snilK in the different departments. 

The anthorities, whom I at onee ealled upon in 
company with our consul, were e.\ceedingly kind 
and attentive, and gave evezy offer of assistance. 

The officers of the customs resi^ly gare me per- 
mission to land all my instruments. Mr. Cood, ati 
English gentleman, kmdly offered our consul to 
place at my disposition an onoeeupied house on the 
hill. AitlMi^gh it was sorns distance to moimt up, 
as it was qtdet and ont of Ae way, I accepted the 
kind offer, and oecupicd it. 

As I was desirous of avoiding all unnecessary 
delay, not only on acoonnt of the loos of time we 
haH nlrrnrly met with, but because the seafton was 
approaching when the ttorthen might be expected, 



every exertisn was made to supply our wnnls, and 

through the kindncs.^ and attention of our consul, 
U. G. llobsou, esq., tl' m was effected in the shortest 
possible time. The uorthera are grsatly dreaded, 
although I think without much eaase. One of 
them, and the last of any force, I had myself 
experienced in June, 1822 (whilst in command of 
a merchant vessel). In it eighteen sail of vessels 
wore lost. But since that time TesBela are mneh 
better provided with cables and anchors;, and wliat 
proved a disastrous storm thcu would iiuw scarcely 
be felt. I do not deem the bay so dangerous as it 
has the name of being. The great difficulty of the 
port is its confined space, uid In the event of a 
gale, the sea that sets in is so heavy, that vessels 
are liable to oome in contact with each other, and 
to hemore or less injtired. The port is too limited 
in extent to accommodate the trade that is carried 
ou in it. Various schemes and improvements are 
talked «f, hnt none that arc feasible. The depth 
of water opposes an almost insuperable obstacle to 
its improvement by piers. The enterprise of the 
>,H ernnunt, and of the inhabitants of Valpaniiso, 
is, 1 nra well satisfied, equal to any undertaking 
that is pracdeable. 

From the best acconnts, T am satlefled that the 
harbour is filling up, from the wash off the hilts. 
Although this may seem bat a small sinoatt of 
deposition, yet after a lapse of sixteen years, the 
change was quite perceptible to me, and the oldest 
residents confirmed the fact. The anchorage of the 
vessels has ehanged, and what before was thought 
an extremely dangerons aitaation, is now eonsidered 
the best in the event of bail weather. Tlie sea is 
to be feared rather than the wind, for the latter 
seldom blows home, because the land immediately 
behind the city rises in nhrtipt hi!'^, to the height 
of from eight to fifteen hundred and two thousand 
feet. 

Vaipamiso liss greatly increased in aiie and eon* 
seqnenee wtUiin the test few years, and has beeome 

the great sea-port of Chili, un l, indeed, of the whole 
coast. Although it labours under many disadvan- 
ti^eo as tesneets ita harbour, whieh is inferior to 
o^ers on tne coa.<tt, yet it is the nearest and most 
convenient port to Santiago, the capital. 

I have had some opportunity of knowing Valpa- 
raiso, and contrasting its p res en t state with that of 
1821 and 1882. It was then a mere vilUge, com- 
posed, with but few exr ] 'I 111'^, < f straggling ran- 
ches. It has now the appearance of a thickly- 
ssMod town, with a population of thirty tlionsand, 
five times tho number it had then. It is divided 
into two parts, one of which is known by the name 
of the Port, and is the old town; the other by that 
of the Almendral, oeeupying a level plain to the 
east. Its location is by no means such as to show 
it to advantage. The principal buildmgs are the 
custom-house, two churohe% and the booses oeeu- 
pying the main street Most of t^ bidldingB are 
( r 1 lic story, and are built of adobes or sun-dried 
briek. The walls of the buildings are from four to 
8i.^ feet thick. The reason fur this mode of build- 
ing is the frequent occurrence of earthquakes. The 
streets are well paved. The plajia has not much | 
to reconmiend it. The govemment-houso is an 
inferior building. Great improvements are now 
making, and many buildings on die eve of eree- 
tion. 

They are about bringing water from one of the 
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ndgbtKwriiur Bprings on the hiil, which, if the 
sapply is rafficteiit, «ni]) giTe ttie town nuuny com- 
Torts. On the hills are many neat and comfortable 
dwellings, surrounded by flower-gardoiB. These 
«ie chiefly occupied by the familiM off American 
and English merchants. This is the most pleasant 
part of the town, and enjoys a beautiful view of the 
Bkrboar. The ascent to it is made quite easy hy 
a well-ctHistnieled road through a ravine. The 
height is two hundred and ten fset above the sea. 
The east end of the Almendnil is also occupied by 
the wealthy citizeos. The lower classes live in the 
nvinee. Many of flwir habitatiotu are scareely 
sufficient to krrp thfm dry during the rainy sea- 
son. They are built of reeds^jplastered with mud;, 
and thatched with straw. Tuey addom eontein 
more than one apartment 

The welMcnown hills to the soutli of the port, 
called the " Main and Fore Top," are the principal 
localities of the ^prog-shops and their customers, 
TlMse two liilb) and the gorge (qu^hnuid) between 

them, seem to contain a large pr- p ortion of tho 
worthleae population of botli sexes. The females, 
fwnaiiaMe lav tbeir black eyes and red bayettas," 
arc an annoyance to the auUiorities, the trade, aud 
commanders of vessels, and ei^ually so to the poor 
sailors, who seldom leave this pott withOQt ei^ty 
poeketa and injured healUi. 

It waa diHbnill to nalfae the hnprovenent and 
( halite that had taken place in the habits of the 
people, and the advancement in civil order and 
eivil&ntion. On my former viait, them waa no 
sort of order, regulation, or good f^"vemment. 
Robber^', murder, aud vices of all kinds, were 
openly eommitted. The exercise of arbitrary mili- 
tary power alone exiated. Nut only with the 
natives, but among f(Hreigner8,garablmg and knavery 
of the lo .vL'sl order, and all the denMnuiaig effects 
that accompany them, prevailed. 

I myaelf oaw on my former vialt aevend dead 
bodies exposed in the public squares, victims of 
the cuchilU). This was the result uf a iught*8 dc- 
batoehy and the fracas attendant upon it. No other 
punishment awaited the cnlpcila than Ae lemcnae 
of their own conscience. 

Now, Valparaiso, and indeed all Chili, shows a 
great change for the better; order reigns through- 
ont ; crime te nrely heard of, and never goea on- 
pmiished; good order and decomra prevail out- 
wardly ©very where : that engine of good govern- 
ment, an active and efiident police, has t^n es- 
tablished. It is admirably rwtUated, and brought 
fully into action, not only for the protection of Ufe 
and property, hot in admnig to tiia oonlbrla of tiie 
inhabitantfii 

Tlw pnthmiinanfc trait of the CfaiUana, when 

compared with other South Americans, b their 
love of country and attachment to their homes. 
Thbi fooling is common to all chtsses. There is 
also a g^reat feeling of independence and equality. 
Public opinion has weight in directing the afiairs 
of state. The people are fond of agricultural pur- 
anitByand the lower orders much better disposed 
towards foreigners than in other parts. SuiooIb 
nil 1 c lillcgps have been established, and a desire to 
extend the benefits of education throughout the 
population is evinced. 

'Vhf^ crfdit of forming the police is given to Por- 
t&lea. it oousists of two distinct bodies, one 
1, the ottMC on foot. The watchmen carry 



swords only. The fornfr pntrol the streets on 
horseback, while the latter lakc their particular 
walk round a square or two, for which they arc 
responsible. A mcflsage may be cent throngh them 
to we fortheat end of the eity, and an answer w- 
tumed, in fifteen mirnit' s. They carry a loud and 
shrill whistle, the soumis of which are varied as 
occasion requires, and by it -a eoncentration of 
force can be effected in a few mnmpnts. 

When they cry the hour tliey all suig the same 
tune, but the pitch is ranged in accoixlance witli 
the acope of the voioe. TIm manner of singing the 
hoar. Vim (Mi, Vim CMH, low iffw anda y teretui, 
is pleasing. 

In the morning they add to it a prfkyetf as Ave 
Maria puriaima lot cineo y tnedia. 

This j)olice adds greatly to the comfort as well as 
to the safety of the iuhahitaiits. To give an in- 
stance of its effects, apothecaries are chosen weekly 
to keep their shopa open all nit^htp and in case 
of flieknoB or requiring any 1, one has only 
til call fn- 'lie r'.jilijHte, who takes tin T' cipe and 
passes it to the next, and so on to tho shop, where 
it is obtiuned, and returned as soon as poe»ible, 
without any trouble whatever. They have their 
particmiar rounds, and each door is obliged to have 
a padlock. If any door ia found without it, they 

Ca lock 0% for whioh the owner haa to pay a 
of four dollan to the dty to have H remoTed ; 
half is the reward of the vigilante. 

A complaint during our stay was made by one of 
the officers, of exactions made by a policeman. It 
was instantly taken notice of, and punished. It is 
to be regretted that this police snould still wear 
the military unifomi| as It seems unbecoming in a 
republican form of govenunent; at least we thought 
so. 

The shops are well filled with almost all articles 
of English, American, and French manufacture. 
The markets are well supplied. There are no 
market-gardens in the neighbourhood of Valpa- 
raiso, and nearly all the vegetables are brought 
from the valley of Quillota, about rixteen miles 
distant, on the backs of mules, in panniers. The 
mode of hriugiug grass or clover to market ia 
peculiar : it aomottmca ahnoit covara hoth bona 
and rider. 

There are but few amnaementa. Among them 

is a theatre, which is small and inconvmirnt, and 
the ehingano, both of which are usually open oa a 
Sunday evening. 

The CbiUans are extremely fond of the danoe 
caHed the samacueca. This may be ealled the 
national dance, and is in vogue among the common 
people. It is usually performed at the chin^no, 
wMeh hi a kind of amphitheatre, surroundeid 1^ 
apartments, where refreshments, including strong 
drinkH, are sold, and is genera^y well filled by 
both sexes. The dance is performed on a kind w 
stage, under an open shed. The music is a mix- 
ture of Spanish and Indian, and is performed 
altogether by females, on an old-fa.shioned long and 
narrow harp, one end of which rests on the lap of 
the performer, and Hbm otiier on the stage, ten 
feet off. A second girl is seen merrily bijating 
time on the sounding- boai-d of the instrument. On 
the right is another, strumming the common 
chords on a wire-string guitar or kit^, making, at 
every vibration of the right hand, a foU sweep 
all the strings, and varying Om diflirdi» In 
n S 
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addition to this, tliuy suig a national knre-aong, in 
Spanish, at tlie t4>p of their ytneea, one nnging 
a kind of alu> ; tin whotefttodacuig « vwiyatnuige 
combination of aouuds. 

The d«aoe it pe tte med by a young man and 
woman; the former is gaudily decked in a li^lit 
scarlet jacket, embroidered with gold lace, white 
puliJoc<ns, red sash, and pumps, with a tiny wd 
cap ; whilst that of his partner OOQWU of a g^iuhr 
painted muslin dre8S,qmte short and idflly ttaniiea, 
not a little aided by an anij)k' pair of hipB ; thrown 
over aU is a rich-coloured French shawl ; these, 
wiUl wdl-llltod aUlc stockings, complete her attire. 
These lfi«t ar^ in truth charaetrristic of the Chilian 
women of all ciaK^es, luid they take no paiu» to 
conceal tinm. Oue uut nnlnquently sees the 
extravagance of silk stockin^i in tme WMliarwamen 
at their tubs, and ereo widi tlieir lianda in the 
•uda. The dress iu general fits neatly, and nature 
is not distorted by tight lacing, or the weartug 
of eonets. Nothing is worn on the head, and the 
hair, parted and equally divided from the forr !if ad 
back to the ueck, hangs down in two long piaim on 
each shoulder to the waist. 

The style of dancing is somewhat like A tux- 
daugo. The couple begin by facing each Other 
and flirting handkcrchiefa over r at h odn I 's li> aiis, 
tiien approacliing, slowly retreating again, then 
qvidcly diooting off to one «id^ pewdng under 
arms without touching, ^vith cjrpat agility, rattling 
and beating time with caaianets. Their move- 
ments are quite giwosliBl, those of their feet pretty, 
and withal quite amorous; the gestiixea mhf be 
readily understood, not only by the iiklive audi- 
ence, but by foreigueie. I omoti my llllldl fur 
Its moral tendency. 

The higher classes of females have the name of 
being virtuouB and estimable in their domestic 
circle, but wc cannot eay that they are beautiful. 
They dress their hair with great care and taste. 
Their feet an amBllf . and Ihey ham » gneefol 
carriage. 

The French fashion of dress prevails, and they 
are just becinniug to wear bonnets. The advance- 
insvt of civilization is rapid ; the imitation of 
fi»reign habita and customs will soon predominate 
over those of Chili ; and what is of more conse- 
quence, Boma attMitioii is beiog paid to ilieir edu- 
cation. 

A rather singular occurrence took pUice at a 
review of the militia on the Plaiancia, one Sun- 
day, by the president, wlio was attended by his 
daughter, and a niunlMr ct tiw most feapeetable 
ladies of the ]ilace. They marched down the line, 
and afterwards danced with the officers on the 
field, in Ae presence of the soldieKa. All the South 
Americans are inveterate dancers, the Chilians 
taking the lead. The taste for music is general, 
but although they hiive a number of national aire, 
few have been printed. All the printed music in 
onamum use is foreign, a» am tlie inefarameats. 
Pianos arc to be seen in almost every house. 

The natives have a fondness for flowers, al- 
Humgh they are but little ealUvated. Fewnrdena 
are yet to be seen of any consequence. Tney re- 
quire constant irrigation the most of the year, 
which may account for this want. There are two 
in the Alineadral, surrounded by high walls, and 
kept in toleiaUe order ; and great atlantioD is paid 
in Umm to finwipi ptanla. 



We happened to be at Valparaiso daring the 
preeidenti visit, which, eonneeied with the late 

victory and successes in ri.-ru, <-:ni-rd nnich re- 
joidng ; every possible attention was ahowu to the 
diief magistrate, by both natiTea and fonignefs. 
Among others, he was taken on an aquatic excur- 
sion, on board of a small brigantiuo, docked out with 
the flags of all nations, and was accompanied by 
die civil MthoritiM of Vaiparsiao^ the English 
adminl, and odien. On paanng the men-of-war, 
he reci ivi 1 [1)1 cuatx)mary salutes from all but our- 
selves. We could not Are the guns on account of 
our ehronomeien. On his paming^ however, the 
rigging was manned, and we gave him several 
hearty cheers, which, it was said, much delighted 
the president and Ua Miitoffroni tfaanoveltgr of tlM 
compliment. 

Three bells woe given ivtmf^ the slay of the 
squadron here, in consequencu rf t!,e vi^it of the 
president (General Prietu); oim in honour of tiie 
recent victory of Yungai over the Peruvians ; the 
f'thers by the citizens and foreiguera to his ex- 
cellency. As the former was an cittraordiuary 
occasion, a descriptiiMB of it will give some insight 
into the manner in which tliey conduct these 
affhin ia ChiB. Ail ttvea wars nMMwsd in « 
manner that would have been hi^ly crsditaUe In 
any part of the world. 

The place selected for the great ball was be- 
tween the walls of two large unfinished storelmusns, 
a space of one hundred and fifty feet long by ninety 
wide, over which temporary arches were built, the 
wliole covered with «n atraing lined with bloe^ and 
studded with stars, from which were sasp«nided 
some twenty very hands oivn' chandeliers. The 
whole was carpeted, and the various pillars which 
supported the roof were deeorated with emblems of 
the victory and nation. At the end opposite to 
the entrance was a ti-auspai-ency of General Bulnes, 
tlte hero of Yungai, surrounded with scrolls of his 
deeds. Along tlie conidovs which the piazzas 
formed, ranges of aofiw and seats were placed ; on 
til' i^ iilh were hung rich mirrars and paintings : 
the former rested on massive j^mr-tables, in which 
hundreds of lights were sesa refleeted, whilst the 

graceful festoons of the nntional flnrr^ and pennants 
formed into draperies, intermixed with wreaths of 
flowera and evergreens in endless variety, en- 
circling emblematic designs of the nation's glory, 
produced an effect not easily surpassed. The re- 
ception-room of the president was hung with scar- 
let tapestry, decorated with painUo^ mirrors, 
and pier^tables, and briiihuitly lightea witfi ehaiH 
delipn^, &c. 

There were likewise card-rooms, smoking-rooms, 
supper-rooms^ and a dressing-room for the hidies, 
in which were a number of hair-dreraers and 
mantua-makers constantly in att«ndance. The 
whole was well got u}>, unique, and truly splendid ; 
all Valparaiso iiad sent ^mitnrs of every iuod, 
and even the dnunhss had contafbuled ta msiH In 
thr [Treat giila ftts in eammemanlMii of the a*- 

tioual victorj'. 

The company consistod of about five hundred, 
one-third of whom were femalef^. Mnnv fostly 
uniforms, of various pattei'us, and not a little 
fanciful, added to the brilliancy of the scene. 

About ten o'clock, the ball was opened by the 
president, Don Joaquim Prieto, in person, a novel 
s^ht to us. He was drssssd ia a riaMy 
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broideretl coat, gold epaulettes, aiid tield-raarshal'a 
tub. He daaced a minuet with a lady of Val- 
paraiso, wliom he had especially SL-k'ctfd, after 
which the dancing became general, cujisistiug ol 
quadrilles, country -dances, and waltzes, besides 
which they bad the lascivuNU daiiosa of aama- 
eueea, eaehuca, and Inrdean. These partake wome- 
what of tlic^ hcHan and fyidaiigo, or Spuiih aod 

Afncaii dance. 

By way of interlude, marches and national airs 
were played and sung. The ball did not break up 
until eight o'clock next morning, at which hour the 
president and bis daughter were escorted home by 
a proGOsaioii of the daiaoecsy with the mnsiQ playing 



national airs, forming rather a grotesque show to 
the by-etanden, fi-um the interchange of hats and 
outer garments that hnd t:il:i ii ].!.iri\ 

On leaching General i'ueto h quai iti-s, they sang 
a natictnal hymn, after which many were invited in, 
where ihev again eontiiuied dancing until noon. 

I aboiila not omit to nwntiaii tbat altar midnight 
the ladiee nnderweDt » aseond opciatioQ of the 
toilet. 

The whole etjuallf d, if it did not surpass, any of 
our own ffetes in the United States ; iiHleed nil 
who attended were much surpmcd, liaving little 
idea that Valparaiso could have made so brUliaDt 
and tasteful a display of beauty and magnifioene. 
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Previous to my arrival at Valparaiso, the uaturnU i 
ista and aome offioera on bosxd the Peaicock and 
Relief had made exeaniiona into the interior. On 

my arriv.il, T allowed all those who could be spared, 
and were desirous of visiting Santiago, sufficient 
leave to make the trip. Several set out for that 
eity, and some with a view of extending their 
journey to the Cordillera* beyond. 

The bilocheros were eager for opportunities to 
hire their bilucheR, a vehicTo somewhat reasmbling 
a double gig, whicli is generally used for trayelling 
in Chili. They have a most rickety and worn-out 
appearance ; almost every part appears meuded 
with eoids made of hide. l%ey aeoommodate two 
paasengers; and the time required between Valpa- 
lalbo and the city (Santiago), is about eigluctiu or 
twenty hours. la the shafts a horse is put ; a 
pastilion rides one on the left, and sometimes 
anutlicr is placed on the right, both being fastened 
to the vehicle by lasso* of raw-hide proceeding 
from the saddle. Each vehicle is attended by thi-ee 
Ulodieroa or driven, with a drove of tweEve or 
fifteen horses, forming quite a cavalcade. 

The bilocheroB are very expert at their business. 
They are excelk tu ri lers, having been brought up 
to this exercise from their infancy, and understaad 
managing their horses, though in a rude way. 
Their horses are small, but spirited, and bear 
Catigoe welL Their usual speed is about nine or 
ten milee an hour. Few equipages can oompare 
uith thrsf rnizy machines, driven, as they 8ome> 
times are, pell-mell up hill and down dale, with all 
their accompanimenta Of iiorses, guachos, &c. ; and 
it affords no snaall amuaement to those on foot, to 
witness the cuostemation of the affrighted passen- 

Krs, in momentary expectation of a break-down, 
ia a difficult matter to acquire composure, on | 



I seeing the numerous temporary lashings, giving 
ocular- pnxtf that accidenta have been frequent, 
however well satisfied one may he with d» akill 

of the conductor. Fortunately the road is excel- 
lent, though at this season (2day) it is di- 
vested of much of its beauty from tile want of 
vegotation. The interest is, however, earned for- 
ward to the lofty peaks of the Andes, of whotte 
summits occauonal glimpses are had ; and the eye 
ghmosa over the sorroonduig aoeneiy in the imme> 
diate neighbourhood, that would elsewhere be 
deemed grand, to rest on some high and towering 
peak. Amontf these the peak of Tupougati is 
the most noted, rankmg, smce the meaaaxement 
of King, as next in neight to the Hinunaleh 
mountains. 

The first stopping-place is at Casa Blanca, a 
smalt pueblo of some five hundred inhabitants, 
where travellers usually sleep. The accommoda- 
tions were good, having been recently nmch im- 
proved. ' Tn the neighbourhood b the only tract of 
woodland to be found in this part of the country. 
The elevation of Casa Blanca is five hundred aod 
ninety-eight feet above the level of the Bern. 

The road from Casa Blanca next passes through 
Coraoovi, a small pueblo, where tlie trap rock first 
makes its appearance, and then over a nigh ridge, 
called the Cuesta des Zapata. This terminates the 
first plain, and divides it from the second, of simi- 
hr character, which extenda to the Cuesta del 
Prado. It is passed over by a zigm.:^ r. ad, and 
was found to be two thousand three hundred and 
ninety-fblir feet high. On reaching the top, the view 
that presento itself is extensive and magnificent. 

In front is the extensive plain of Maypo, with 
here and there a conical mountain standing alone 
^ on it. At the extremity of the plain rise the lofty 
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peaks of tho Andes, cwvert-d with etti'iul kuow, j 
MMne reaching aliove the clouds. They appear hut 
A few hours' ride oif, although at a di^^taneo of 
twenty leagues. On cithrtr side rise the high t-id^cs 
of the CiKsta. Beneath lie grazing grounds, ex- 
tending over the plain, and covered with flocks and 
heidft. Vttiety ud life an siTcn to til* whole by 
the view of tlie national road, on which are seen 
nunihei'» of vehicles, niuies, &.C., thi-eadiog their 
way up and down the mountain-side, laden with 
foreign and domestic products. This is the only 
road of any extent for wheel -carriages in the 
countrj'. It is kept in good repair by convicts, 
who are seen working in chains. A moveahle 
priaon or lo«k-iip house, somewhat reseinbling the 
cages used in r.imvans of wild bcast-s, is used for 
their accommodation and security at night. 

The heavy merehandiM is for the moBt part 
transported in ox-carts of enormous dimensions. 
Their wlieels arc cUuiisy and without tires, and the 
whole frame is made strongly with timber pinned 
together. Theur pexpendictUar aides and rounded 
tops are wiUtled mfih cane and oovered widi btdl's- 
liide. No ii" n is u>i i! in tli ir structure ; wooden 
pins and raw-bide iafihiugs seem to answer the pur- 
pose better. The yoke is asi on the heads of the 
oxen, behind the hofTis, and fastened to them. The 
creaking of these carts may be heard for miles, as 
the drivers never think of greasing the axles to 
lessen the friction. They ave geaenlly drawn by 
four or eight oxen. 

Lighter articles are transported by inul- s, and 
immense numbers of these animals are seen on the 
road at all times. 

The mode of changing horses is truly chamc- 
teristic of the country. The reUiys are made as souu 
as the shaft-horse tivsa ; he ia qnlekly taken out, 
and one of the drove caught with a lasso, and put 
in his place, when on they go. These relays occur 
every eight or ten miles ; tlie only relief the poor 
horses have is a trot out of haruessy and without » 
load. The Ulocfaeros seldom diamomit; all is done 
on horseback. On l' inr^ \ip hill, a third or even a 
fourth horse is soon hitchud to tlie veliicle to assist 
the draught The honss are all in good condition, 
and it is not a little remarkable tliat they should be 
so, for I understood that their only food at this 
season was chopped straw. Tlie teamsters and 
guachos themselves are equally abstemious. They 
live mostly upon bread and thetr fitvoorite ehlea, 
which is made from the grape, and resembl ^^ f i !fT; 
hut after it has passed through a fermentation, it 
is quite intoxicating. The mud huts or ranchos, 
on tlie rnad-side, are filled with happy and con- 
tented faces. 

Begging is common on the road to the city, and is 
quite a business. The beggars let themselves to the 
highest bidders, and value 4hemaelT«a aeeoiding to 
their defomiities. At Valparaiso two daya are 
allowed in each week for begging. 

The plain of Maypo, whi«m reaches to the foot of 
the Cuesta del Prado, is extremely level, and Is 
almost thirty miles in width, extending to the foot 
of the Cordilleras. The road leads neai'ly in a 
straight line over it to the city of Santiago^ which 
is situated on the eastmi side of the plain. 

The elevation of Santiago above the sea is fifteen 
hundred and ninety-one feet, upon the third step or 
plain firom the coast. Its entranoe is through ave- 
ttoea bounded hy high adohe walla, which shot out 



all the view, except the Cordilleras, which tower 
above and lievond it. 

The nuwethe Cordillccaa are viewed, the gNaier 
appears their attraction. They have at all times an 

imposing asjiect from the neighbourhood of the 
city. Their irregular and Jagged outline is con- 
stantly varying nnder the eflecta of light and shade. 
The rays of the setting sun, with the deepening 
shadows, throw the innumerable peaks into bold 
relief, and at times produce yellow and red tints, 
which give a remarkable character to the whole 
scene, llie red tints are often accompanied with a 
gi < ( 11 luu iti tlie sky. The city is suiTounded by 
many fine orcbardsy gardens, farms, and grazing 
grounds. The Ibnnar hdng endosed by high adobe 
walls, give it a rather unpleasant appearance, until 
the city is &irly entered, when the streets have a 
fresh sAd cicnn look. The city is hud out fai squares. 
Its streets arc well i)aved, and have good side- 
walks. This fresh and clean appearance, wc after- 
wai*ds understood, was owing to a law, obliging all 
to whitewash their lionses and walls on«e a ^ear, a 
practice whidi gives a general unifstmityy ai 
least in colour, to the whole, and forms an agree- 
able contrast with the red -tiled roofb. The 
houses are mostly of one atoy, bnilt in the 
form of a hollow square, from twenty to forty 
feet wide, round which the rooms are situated, 
nie ronf nragfeets so as to form a kind of jnazza 
or eovoca way. The gateway ia nsnaUy large, 
and the rooms on each ride of it are not con- 
nected with the rcet of the building, but are reuted 
as shops. Opposite to the gateway is the centre 
window, guarded by a light and ornamental ivott 
frame, pamted green or richly gilt. The court-yai'd 
is usually neatly paved with Muall rounded pebbles 
from tte bed of the Haypodie, amnged m fanciful 
forms ; but in many cases they are laid out in 
flower-gardens, where roses and geraniums are 
seen m full bloom. 

The river Maypocho runs tltrough one portion of 
the city, and suppliee it with water. In the centre 
of the city is tne great plaza, where the public 
boildines are situated. These are built of a coarse 
kind of povphyxyy obtained from the mountains, 
and are on a large scale. The cathedral and palace 
each occupy one side ; in the centre is a fountain, 
with several statues of Italian marble; too small 
however in size to have any effect in so Urge a 
square. AO theae buildings are inndi oat of re- 
pair, having been at variona tioMS damaged by 
earthquakes. 

The cathedral is very large and extensive. Its 
altar is decked with a great quantity of gold and 
silver. There are many paintings and hangings, 
among which is a large number of trophies, taken 
in their various wars. The niehes are filled with 
wax figures, representing* saints ; and there are 
also the remains of two martyrs of the chnivh,ina 
tolerably good state of preservation. 

The pliM» was originally built for the viceroy. 
It is now appropriated to the accommodation of 
the president, and the public offices. On the side 
opposite to the palace is a colonnade, which is not 
yet finished, and will ooonpy the whole side of the 
square. Under its portico are fancy and dry-goods 
shifj s, iii 1 1 I [vveen the columns vioious trades, or 
Uce and fringe-makers, are at work. In the even- 
ing, this bccomea a most boay acene. Females, 
with huge flat baakeia befSnre then, are vending 
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shoes, fruit, and fancy articles ; others are em- 
ployed in cooking CMOS, md the whole lighted 
up as it h with nnmernua candlMy ftffonla much 
amusement to the Btranf^er. 

The mint occupies a whole square ; it ha.i never 
yet been completed, and has also suifered greatly 
from earChqnakes. The operatioii of eoining is in 
the rufloit an I oldest form. The roUing and ciittliig 
are. done by mule-power, and the oldest kind uf 
ttf-ftmrnt mth a gieat screw beam, having enor- 
mous balls nt fhc end, is used. The dies employed 
are made from the male die, in the same way as 
witli us, but they have not the same facilities, and 
want the modem improvements in tlie process. A 
to|irG:le-jointed press was imported from Fnuiee ; 
but it >s:n soon put o»it of order hy the workmen, 
and there being uo one to repair it^ its use lias 
been abandoned. 

Tlie library is extensive, containing several tliou- 
sanrl volumes, which funneriy belonged to the 
Jesuits, and mnajr enriooB inannMripto rdatiag to 
the Indians. 

The amnsements are not Teiy remarkable. San- 
tiago, however, boasts of a tli air* , ai. l a chingano. 
There appears to be little buaiuens doing, and it 
may be called a quiet city. Tlie siesta is daily in- 
dulged in ; even the shops were shut in the after- 
noon, and the city is as quiet as midnight. To- 
wards the 'Cool of the evening, the alameda is 
resorted to. It is a beautiful waJk, abont a mile in 
extent, well shaded, and oecnpies one bank of the 
river. It is planted with a double row of poplar 
trees, which seem to thrive well here. Streams of 
water are oonstantly nmniniif on each side of the 
walk. Every few yard.<? stone seats are placed, 
which are at times tilled with a well-dressed popu- 
lation. The alameda aiiwdB at all times ft eod and 
pleasant promenade. 

The evenings are generally passed at tertulias, 
in visiting socially, or in shopping in the colonnade. 
The inhabitants are much addicted to gMmblwg. 
Monte is die game with the higbor elssws, widlst 
that of match -penny is the favourite of the lower 
orders. The Chilian women are remarkable for 
their ease of manner, kindness, and attention to 
strnngers. They are fond of diversions of any kind, 
ijut more particularly those of dancing and music, 
both of which are much practised. They seem ex- 
travagantly fond of music. Dancing they are 
taught very yonng. Most of them have good 
figures, and some would be called pretty; but their 
teeth are generally defective, which causes them 
soon to look old. Their costume varies Utile from 
our own, except that the ladies wear no bonnets. 

The men follow the European fashions. 

The dress of the lower order is a mixture of 
Spanish and Indian. Thegr are fond of bright 
colours. Over their shirt and trousers is worn a 
blue or bn)wn poncha. A high-crowned and small- 
riiumed hat, tied on under the chin, over a bright- 
cotton handberdiief on the head, completes their 
outfit. They are a well-disposed people, and good 
citizens, and have more the air of contentment 
than any other nation of South America. 

Tfie markets are well supnlied. There is one 
large one near the banks of tiio Maypoeho. It 
covers an area of f< < r five acres, and is sur- 
rounded by ft low building, with a tile roof, sup- 
ported by eolonms^ under wfaidi meats of all kind 
an sold. The eentie is reserved for vegetables. 



fruits, dowers, poultry, and small-wares. The mar- 
ket-women are seen seated under awnings, screens, 
and large uinhrella.s, which are used to keep off 
the sun. The place i.** scrupulously clean, and has a 
pleasing effect. 

The average price of a horse is twelve dollars, 
bntaome that are well broken are vined m ki^ 
as those in tlir T'nitfd States. 

The elimatc of Clnli is justly celebrated through- 
out the werld, and that of Santiago is deemed de- 
lightful even in Chili ; the tcmj^erature is usually 
between 60° and 'Jo°. The country round is ex- 
tremely arid, and were it not for its moontain 
streams, which afford the means of irrigation, 
C%ili wonld be a barren waste for two-thirds of the 
year. Rains fall only durhig the winter months, 
(June to Sepiembei-,) and after thev itave occurred, 
the whole country is decked with flowers. The 
rains often last several days, are excessively heavy, 
and during their coutiuuauce the rivers become 
impassable torrents. At Santiago, the climate is 
drier and coldei], bat snow rarely falls. On the 
asoflnt olP the CordHleras, the aridiiy increases 
with the cold. The snow was f mi 1 much in the 
same state as at Terra del Fuego, lying in patches 
about the summits. Even the high peak of Tupon- 
gati was bare in places, and to judge from ajupear- 
aiiccH, it seldom rains in the highe^ regions of the 
Cordillems, to whieh canss msy be im|Nited the 
ftbsenee of glaciera. 

Seveial of our gentlemen made an ezennion to 
the Cordilleras, in order to get information in 
their various departments. I regretted they were 
not provided with the necessary instruments for 
ascertaining heights. The party left Santiago in 
biloches, and travelled to the eastward five leagues, 
to the " Snow Bank** from which the city is sup- 
plied. The ascent was gradual, but quite constant, 
as no intervening ravines occurred. They then 
took horses, leaving their biloches to return. Their 
route after tliis lay op ft valley. On the surrounding 
heights the gnanaooes were aeeii in great nmnbers. 

As they proceeded they found the middle region 
was marked by spiny plants, principally burna- j 
desia. The soil was found to be a mixture of loose 
earth and pieces of rock. On rising higher, the 
vegetation became almost wholly extinct. Places 
occurred of an eighth of a mile iu brcjidth desti- 
tute of verdure of any kind. The farty then as* 
oended a ridge belonging to the mam body vt the 
Cordilleras, and at an elevation of about ten thou- 
sand feet, tliey reached its summit. Here they had 
an extensive view of aU the line of the snow peaks. 
That of Tiipongati appeared the most conspicuous, 
although at a distance of eighty miles. The guide 
asserted that he could see smoke issuing from its 
volcano in a Cunt streak|but it was beyond the 
vision of onr gentlemen. The peak itself mmi this 
view of it was quite sharp pin tr 1. The scene im- 
mediately around tliem was one of grandeur and 
desolation ; mountain after mountain, separated by 
immense clia.sms, to the depth of thtiniands effect, 
and the sides broken iu the most fantastic forms 
imaginable. In these higher parts of the Cordil- 
leras they found ft large admixture of the jaspery 
aluminous rock, which forms the base of the 
finest porphyries ; also el l t it' in abundance. 
The rock likewise contains fine white chalcedony 
in inegular straggling masses. Tiaefaytie breccia 
was observed hi various places. The porphyry is 
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of ft dull ptirple eolour, vmAer lighter flna ih« red 

Randstitne nf the Uuitcd States. No traces of c»'l- 
lular Java were observed, nor of other more recent 
ToIcMoie fttoductions. No limMtoiie was seen in 
the rff^iona traversetl by our parties ; all the litne 
] uacd at Santiago is ubtaiucd fruni sca-shclls ; nor 
i were any proper sedimentary rocks seen. 

Nothing oouid be more striking than the com- 
plete edience that reigned every where; not ft living 
thing appeared to their view. 

After spending some time on the top they began 
their descent; and after two hours' hard travelling 
they reached the snow line, and passed the night 
vt-ry comfortably iu iha open air, with their blan- 
kets and pillions, or saddle-cloths. Fuel for a fire 
thejr uuexpeatadly foond in abundance: (he al- 
pinift nmbellifen aiwwering admirably for that 
purpo-c, fr 111 the quantity of resinous matter it 
contaiiui. Near their camp was the bank of snow 
before spoken of, from wnidi the dty has been 
stipplled for many years. It covers several acres. 
The biiow hue here seemed to hav^ remained cou- 
stant, and would have aiYorded a fine opportunity 
(o hftve verified the rule of Humboldt, but they 
bad no instmments. The hei^'hc they had as- 
< i ii Jed was sup()<»sed to have been about eleNen 
thousand feet, and the Cordilleras opposite them 
ftbout four thousand feet higher. The view of the 
mass of the Cordilleras, in its general outline, wa-s 
not imlike those of Mont Biuuu and other luuuu- 
inim in Switzerland. 

Mr. Peft]e went in oeftrch of the guftDfteoea^ ftnd 
Mceeeded in killing one, nine feet in kmgth and 
four feet in height. They were found to frequent only 
the most inaccessible summits, and are sud never 
to teftve the vicinity of the snow. Tbey feed upon 
several small thorny bushes, which impaii a fla^ our 
to their fivsh, and a smell to their excremeal that 
may be distinguished at some distance from their 
places of reeorU They make ft peculiar sound 
when alarmed, like that of the Icatydid (gryllus). 
This animal is never hunted for tlie market, Uiough 
its flesh is good. The benzaar is o>ten .found in 
Its stnmaeh, and is highly prized ftnung tlM bfttives 
and Spaniards as a remedy fur vftrious oooiplsi&ts. 
It is also used as a gum. 

All the party suffered greatly from the heat of 
the sun's rays and tlie dryueee of the atmosphere. 
Their faces and hands were blistered, and tlie nose 
and lips made e.\.ceedingly sore, while the rellee- 

tion of the light from the suow caused a painful 
•enmtioD to the eyes. 

The next Jay they reached Santi-rj^o, whence 
they returned to the port, as Valpaiaiijo is usuaily 
distinguished in the country. 

Over the Maypocho at Santiago there is a sub- 
stantial st4ine bridge, with tivc arches. For nine 
months of alniofit every year, the bed of the stream 
is nearly dry. At the time of our visit it was 
ftlNfut two yards wide, ftnd seveml inches deep ; 
but in the winter and sju-ing, during tlie nu Uin^ ( 
of the suuws, it becomes 4Uite a torrent, and fi-om 
the damage that has been done in former times, 
they have taken the precaution to wall it in on the 
side of the city, towards the Cordillei-as, ft)r several 
miles, wiUi stone and hard brick. When swollen 
it is ft quarter of ft mile wide^ rapid and deep, and 
would ent off the oonmunicfttion with the sarw 
I'ounding country were it nnt for the brid^je. 

Messrs. Cuuthouy and Dana were deaii'ous of 



making a trip to die eopper-mmes of Saa Felipe, 
to which I readily eonsentedi and gave them all 
the tinte possible. Although iSbia was short, yet 
by their indefatigable industry, it afforded some 
uiteresting results. They left Valparaiso on the 
I7th for San Felipe, which is about one hundred 
miles north of Valparaiso, They were to have 
taken a barometer with them, iu case of ascending 
some heights, but it was forgotten. 

These gentknien took a biX iche as far as Quillota, 
a diistauce of forty miles, and proceeded thence to 
San Felipe on horses ; for the use of which they 
were to give thirty d<d1ars each, and one dollar 
extra for tlie service of the peon who accompanied 
them, for seven days. The road to Quillota w.as 
found 0ood, ftlthottgb niauy hills and valieya wera 
met with. 

For the first twenty-five miles the road passed 
along the sea-shore, with no elevation over two 
hundred feet ; it was thought equal to tile most 
frequented turnpikes in our own countrj'. At six 
miks from Valparaiso, the road is cut through a 
bed of sienite, remarkable for the singtilar variieftl 
dikes of ^wiite by wliicfa it is intersected. 

Ten miles before Teaching Quillota, Hie road 
pasties over a level plain, which extends beyond 
that place. Tlie hills which bound Ute valley to 
the south, are of low elevation, imtil approaching 
Quillota. Near Quillota, in the south riinl south- 
eastern direction, a lofty ridge ri&e>>, adjuming the 
campagna of Qtiillota, which is one of tlie high 
cones used aa aea<maxfca for the iiarbour of VaL- 
paratso. This is lost sight of at the town, in oon* 
Bequeuce of it 1> ing shut out by an intervening 
ridge. The town, or city of Qtiillota, occupies the 
centre of the valley, and is twenty miles from the 
sea. They reached it about one h ur bi for j sun- 
set, wheu they stopped at Mr. Uianciiard'H, \vhi> 
keeps a house for tbeaocommodation of foreigners. 

On the 18tli they amee at daybreak, at which 
time the thermometer stood at 36° in tlie open air, 
seventy feet above the sea. 

The town of Quillota (according to Mr. Blan- 
chard) is embfaioed within ft drcuniferauoe of 
three IrnL'u s. It contains several chuixrlies, of 
simple cuiujti'uction. The " calle largo, " the 
longeat street is upwards of a league in lengtli. 
The same authority gives its population at ten 
thousand inhabitants. The houses are all of one 
story, and are built of adobes, with thatched roofs. 

There is au ahiuidance of line building-stone, but 
in this land of earthqualces It Is eonsidered safest 

to use tlie lightest materials. Almost everv Iiouse 
has a vineyard attached to it, the gi-apes ot w hich 
were of good quality, and very abundant. At 
some places, although the vintage w as half gathered, 
yet the crop still on the vines was such a& would 
liave been considered elsewhere an abundant yield. 
A portion of the grapes rot upon the vines^ as the 
inhabitants have not the industry or inclination to 
I mannfnctiire them, although by proper attention 
they would yield a good wine. As it is, they only 
manu&oture some into a hard and acid wine, called 
vmsla, or boil the juice down to the favourite 
driiuk of the lower cUu>5e», culled c/iic/to, which 
somewhat resembles perry or cider in iiavotir. 
The small quantity that is not coiMumed is dia* 
tilled into aguardiente, and dispeaed of at Vsl. 
par.iitio. Ik-.sides grapes, considerable quantities 
of wheat and Indian corn ure cultivated. Apples, 
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pear^^ aid qainces, are also raised, The fonnar 
are inferiw to oar own, the htler mndi n perior » 

and in great pleTity. 

OraiJgca were ttbo aVmiidiuiL, Lut, ui uiUilTerexit 
Mroar. 

Q,iuUota is well aofpHed with water from the 
river OoncoD or Aeonei^aii. The water fi led 

throDgh all the Btrects antl ^'aniens of the place. 
It is used for all housebold purposes as takeii 
dii^ctly from the gutters, which are the recipients 
of dirt of every description from the town. F ir 
drinking, it is allowed to settle in large jars kept 
(Or the purpose, 

Tlie interouurae with atrangers at Qnillota has 
been tnndi leee than at Valparaiso or Santis^, 
I and consequently tluy ru e less liberal, an<l rnorr 
j bigoted. Tbia was particuhirly shown about four 
! years previona to onr virit, by their boming, ui 
I the public square, a large number of Bibles in the 
Spanish language, aluug with a heap of immoral 
and indecent pamphlets, in the presence of the 
civil, military, and ecclesiastical authorities. These 
Bibles had been distributed by our coimtrjinan, 
Mt. ^^ lieelwri^ht, who has done so much by his 
vutexpriae in mtrodocing the ooinmumcatiou hy 
wtmm alon^ the western ooeet of South America. 

On leaving Quillota, they went through the 
** Calk Las^ii" and took the southern side of the 
valley, passmg along the foot of tlie Mellacca Hill, 
a smooth and rounded elevation, nbont three hun- 
dred feet in height, and a mile and a half in cir- 
cumference. This hill is covered with a thin soil, 
liormed firom the decompoeitian of its own voeka. 
The Talley now narrowa, and in aome pboea is not 
more tlmn -.i few hundred feet in width. At about , 
a league from <c^uillota, they ascended a cueata of | 
the Quillota ridge, one moaand feet above the 
plain. On its top they were nnieh gratified with [ 
the beautiful prospect. The fruitful plain or vega 
of Aconcagua, varying m width from one to six 
milei^ eztnodflk to the west^ eome twenty miles to 
the oeeea, and is loot in Ae other direction in the 
mountains ; it is watered by pure streams, and 
covered with farm-houses and hamlets, sunronnded 
by treeeand Tin^nirde. To tbe iioiih<eMt nve the 
Andes, heaped as it were oa Otob oUier, nntil the 
towering and diiitant peak of Tnpongati, with its 
giant foffitt, crowns the whole. One feature of tbe 
pUa was peculiar : the mountains seemed to sink 
into it as if it were the ocean itself. In some 
rases the line was so well defined, that one foot 
could be placed on the plain, and the other on the 
baae of » monntain linng nx or aoren tbounand 
feet high. The distailoe of Tnpongati ia about 
forty leagues. 

Captains King and Fitzroyhave made the height 
of tills peak several hundred feet above Chimbo- 
razo. The surrounding mountains, though from 
ten to twelve thousand feet high, and much nearer, 
sink into ineiipificanoe when oompared with it. 
Indeed, all the objeets are npon audi ft gkud 
scale, that they fti! to >e\oirr the notice tiwt they 
would attract if situated elsewhere. 

The road over the cuesta was narrow, etecp, 
and broken. It descended into a plain, which wns 
found well cultivated, and watered by a branch of 
the Aconcagua. 

The ridgee on the northern side of the valley 
now became more lofty and precipitous, exhibiting 
die adaoniar atmetoM more durtmeajr. Tbo tnp 

. 



dikes were in some phMes four feet wide ; and in 
one place, where the rock bad been cut to form 
the niafl, fourteen dikes were cimnfed within three 
liuudi-ed feet. On their way up the valley the 
peon's horse knocked up, and tht y wert? obliged to 
aim and hire another at tbe hoiiiBe of a fanner, 
eaned BvanKeUeto CeSdone. 

On tie- SI rrind <-uej-'.;i t!iey \^■^:■I•e gratified by wit* 
nessing the mode lu which tlie Chilians capture 
the wild honea. A party of ibar or five hoi-semen, 
with about twenty dogs, were seen formed in an 
extended crescent, driving tlie wild horses towards 
the river with ahoats. All were armed with the 
taaso, whidh was awinglng over their headsi to he 
in readineaa to entnp tbe first that attempted to 
break tlirough the u'lielually contracting sef;ment; 
the dogs serving with the riders to head the horses 
in. They oonUnued to advance, when suddenly a 
horse with furious speed broke the line, passing 
near one of the hoi'Semeu, and fur a moment it 
was thought he had escaped ; the next he was 
jerked round with a force tluit seemed sufficient 
to have broken his nf»ck, the horseman having the 
moment the I;is-,o v as thrown turned round and 
braced himself for tbe shock. The captured horse 
now began to rear' and plunge furiously to effect 
his escape. After becoming somewhat wotti out, 
he was suiTered to run, and again suddenly checked. 
This was repeated seyettA tiines, when another 
plan was adopted. The dogs were set on him, and 
off he went at full run, in the direcUuu of another 
horseman, who threw his lasso to entangle his le^ 
and preoipitate him to the ground. The doga agam 
ronaed blm, when he again started, and was in into 
manner brought to a stau>l ; after several trials he 
became completely exhausied and subdued, wheu 
he stood perfectly still, and allowed his captors to 
lay bnii'ls upon him. Tlie ishonls ef the men, the 
barking of the dogs, and the searupering uf the 
horses, made the whole scene extremely exciting. 

After a toilsome route of three and a iMlf 
hours, they found ihemeelvea announded by nuitty 
branches of the river, whose banks were but a few 
inches above the water. The peon then aoknow- 
lodged hhnadf bewiMered, and that bo had missed 
his way. Crossing the streams was attended with 
some danger; for owing to their rapiditv and depth 
they were near sweeping the horses on their legs. 
Returning a league or two, they fortunately met 
a muleteer, who put them in the road ; but their 
horses were now BO exhausted, that they were 
compelled to seek lodgings at a rancho. After 
applying at several, they anooeeded in getting a 
;J:ie< In hc io, after making many promises of 
iibei-ai payment A similar course, notwithstanding 
a podttve refusal or denial of having any pro- 
visions, procured them a casuela, served in a lar^ 
w ooden bowl, with wooden spoons. This ia a sort 
of Chilian chowder, with a plentiful supply of 
garliB, oniona, Chili pepper, &c., and one of the 
mvoorile dishes of the ouuntry. In three days^ ride 
they had passed over al eut sl\!y miles; the highest 
temperature experienced was 6*5*5°, the lowest 
35-7^. At the ranebo, where tliey stopped for the 
night, the temperature fell 20-5° in three hours. 

They passed the night with the usual anno^ ance 
in most houses in Chili, for fleaa were found in 
great abundanoe. In the moming the tempera- 
tura ihm SS'i** and the ground eovoted widi iioar 
froat. nUa nwdio waa mppoaed to be *boat one 
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handred feet abore the lerel of the bca. The 

mounUuiiA in the Immediate iuij;hl)<)urlu><)<i were 
from six to seven thoMMid feet higbj exhibiting a 
gorgeous appeanuiee w the Mrabeaimi lighted them 
up, aud at times the brilliancy was n _"rrut iw to 
dazzle the eye. Thejr left the raocho at bvylu 
o'clock, and although it was only tea miles distant, 
they did not reach San Felipe before devea. The 
road passed over a thurd cuesta, which exhibited a 
ngular columnar stractnre. The hills inclinini» 
to the northward, opeo and ptesmt to view the 
hroad plain of AeoneagiM. Sm Felipe de Aeon- 
cagua stands about fifteen miles fruni tlic foot of 
tlie Ande^ and the mouataius are nfxn from 
thenoe in ul their grandeur. The peak of Tupon- 
gati is, however, lost sight of as the town is ap- 
proached, disappearing behind th« nearer snowy 
peakH. Tliin mountain is fiitunt' 1 on ili c dividing 
or eastern ridgo of the Cordillenw» aud within the 
United Fravineei of La Plata. 

On arriving at San Felipe they proceeded at 
once to the house of Mr. Henry Newman, an Eng- 
lish gentleman resident there, and engaged in 
mining operations, to whom they had letters. Mr. 
Newman was not at home, but they were hospita- 
bly received by liis lady, a native of Chili, who 
treated them with great Idndneas and attention. 
In tiie nliMDee of Mr htuilMaid, she omde them 
acquainted w-ith an American gentleman, a Mr. 
Chase, wlio happeued to be on a visit there from 
.Santiago. He had been in Chill since the failure 
of the expedition of Carrera, when he, with several 
of his companions, settled in Chili, and afterwards 
engaged in mining operations. He had several 
tim^ amassed a laxge property, and as often lost 
il by the revolutioBB that hnd taken place in the 
country. He is now engaged in working n sih < r- 
mine in the vicinity of Santiago, and attempluig 
the German prooeM uf smelting, as then ate vast 
qnantitiea of ore, containing a large per ccnlage 
of silver, which have hitlierto been neglected, 
from the impracticability of separating the silver 
by the uaoal method. There is now only one sor^ 
vfvor frrnn among the thirty persons who settled 
in Chili with Mr. Chase. From his operations he 
expects in a few years to realize a large ft>rtuue. 

Th(> town of San Felipe is laid out with great 
regularity, in the fonn of a square, surrounded by 
extensive alamedas, which are planted with Lom- 
bardy poplars. Mr. Newman gave the population 
at from twelve to thirteen thousand. In the centre 
of the town M a large open square, one side of 
whi 'h is occupied by flii t - sn hall and offices 
connected with the muuicipality. Op^^)osite are 
the church and barracks, and the renuuning sides 
are occupied with sli p=; and private dwellings. 
The houses are all of one story, and are in & good 
Style of building. The better class of houses stand 
some distance baek from the street, and are de- 
corated tastefully with paintings in freaeo on the 
walls. Roses and j -H;ii)sines were seen in every 
court-yard, and the gardens are well filled with 
varioua frmls, apples, peaches, pears, grapes, pome- 
granate", orrni.:i s, 1( TiniHH, and quinces; the latter 
are remarkably hue, and in great plenty. The 
homes, as in other parts of Chili, have no lira* 
places, in lieu of which they use brazerot, or pans 
of live coal, when heat is reqtiired. Mr. Chase 
too!. I; I ::i f t ;i fi iend of his to sec the process of 
manufacturing the acida aud aguardiente of the 



country. The whole process is carried en in a 
large ( (Hilt behind the houM\ The grapes are 
brought in iaigfi baskets, or hand-barrows, made 
with poles and raw hide, and aio soptied in 
heaps Tinder an open shed. Here several small 
boai'ds are placed, on which the grapes are 
laid by the men, who separate them from the 
stalks by r Ilin;: them rapidly in Hmr hands^tfw 
grapes faliu.^ aluitg the boarw, which are hKnnad 
into a largo vat, where they are trodden out by 
men. The juice, which runs off through a rude 
strahMT at ona end, is received into lai^ eavthen 
jars ; the puniiee, or residuum, is from ttnif^ tn 
time taken out of the vat, ajid placed on a piat- 
form, V. liri, more jnioa i» expressed, by laying 
boards and heavy stones upon it. That part which 
is intended for wine proper, or the ** must,** is re- 
ceived, like the first, into ( ui then jars, where it 
undergoes the requisite fermentation, aud receives 
a smdl quantity of hnady, or the agoaidiente of 
the country, to give it ho ly The chicha is made 
by boiling down the clear grape-jnice» after fer- 
mentation, for sevenl hoan ovtr ft abw fire. 
After this process it was pvfc in CBonnoas earthen 
jars, containing sixty to one hundred and twenty 
gallons, which arc covered over, and tightly luted. 
The portion not required for conawmption is after- 
wards distillsd with the pnmioe into agoar^Uente 
of the country. The stills are of fhr '^imj'lest con- 
struction, being nottuug more tiian a number uf 
large earthen pots, holding from eighty to one 
hundred gallons, placed in the ground over a long 
narrow oven. Instead of a worm, a straight pipe 
of copper is used, about twenty feet l og; one of 
tltese was inserted into each pot or jar, and to 
ellhet the eondensation, a stream of watsr fiNHH 
the river was led so as to pai^s over them. All 
the agricultural implements are equally rude and 
primitive. The ploughs arc nothing more than a 
crooked stick, with the shai^e-end pointed, and 
hardened by charring. Notwithstanding these dis- 
advantages, they are enabled to raise large crops, 
and bring their farms into tolcxahie condition. 

In the evening they had the pleasnre irf teeing 
Mr. Newman, win. k tum* J ; aii l his reception of 
his guests was, if possible, even more kind than 
that of bis good lady. Learning that our gentlemen 
wished to visif ofme of the mines in the neighbour- 
hood, he immt diately made arrangement to stud 
his agent to his own establishment, five leagues 
beyond San Felipe, and wrovided them horses and 
mules, in otder that dieir own might reemit for 
their return journey. The temperature at San 
Felipe varied, between noon and 10 p.m., from 63** 
to 49*. The night was reroarhably dear and line. 

The next morning they started, with Mr. George 
Alderson, for the mines, wluch are near the sum- 
mit of the first Cordillera, on the Mendoza road, 
and about three thousand feet above the level of 
the sea. They were here informed, that in eonse- 
queijco of the late heavy falls of snow, the roads 
were all covered and congealed, aud that it extended 
sovoral tiionsand feet below the Hmit of perpetual 
snow. 

The part of this valley where the rancbos are 
aitoated is called La Vega of Jaquel. This is the 
principal smelting-place, the ore being brought 
here by mules from the foot of the mountain, down 
whose sides it is thrown from the mines. The 
descent is about two thousand feet, and ycxj steep. 
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Mr. Aldersou stated that it took tliirty seconds for 
the ore to descend. ThofiM»of flw imMiitiin Irain 
koffiMMe in this way ia worn quite smooth. 

Hr. newman had previously Inst much pT*operty 
here liv the burning ofhin whole estabhrl iiK hl, 
exceptiiig two boildiQn, fir« having been cuuiiuu- 
nicated to the thatdiM roof by tihe •parlu fimn the 
furnace during n tnrna<!ri that passed over. So 
rapidly had the tiames upread, that it was with 
difficulty tliat Mr. Newman and his agent saved 
their lives. Besides the loss of buildings^ a large 
quantity of tnacliinery lately imported from Eng- 
land was destroyed. 

On the 2lBt May, they aet out on males fur the 
miiMS, MooittfMuiied by iCr. Alderaon, and veached 
them about ten o'clock. Their fii-at act was to 
change their boots for a pair of i-aw-hide shoes, 
Midi M are used by the minera, in oi*der to insure 
a safer footing. They now entered the principal 
gallery, which was about seven feet high and five 
broad, excavated for about twenty yards liorizon- 
taily; it then divide into several branches, and 
these again into others, frwn fifteen to twenty yards 
in length. 

Tlie greatest extent of any one gallery h about 
thirty feet. The moontain has been penetrated 
horizon tjilly to about four hundred feet, in the 
direction of north-east to east- north-east, as the 
veins run, and vertically to a depth of about one 
hundred Mid fifty feet. Each peraon was proTided 
with a tallow candle stack in tile end of a split 
stick six feet long, and caution was given not to 
lose sight of the guide, for the galleries^ although 
small, are so numerous, and eommtmieate with 
each other so btqoeDtfyf that » penoa might 
easily be lost. 

The Udders, or rather poets, by whidi tiw da- 
acrata are made are not a little dan^eraia. 

There appears to be little system in woritlng the 
mines, and httio l<n<>wlcd^e of tlie structure nf the 
rocit or the courses of the veins. Mr. Alderson 
mentioned Aat s few meoAs previously, they had 
be'cn working for several weeks extending a sliaft, 
without meeting a particle of ore to repay their 
htbonr, and they were just about giving up the 
search, when the mayoral, or master-workman, 
declaring he would have a last blow for luck, struck 
the rock with all his force. This detached a large 
fr^pnent, and to their surprise and delight laid 
open a ymn which proved the largest and richest 
that had been worked for many years. From this 
it would appear that the employment is attended 
with mneh uncertainty; and after eabanating one of 
these treai^urf* d<*pf»sit«, tliere arc no moans nr sip^is 
known to thi III hv which they can ascertain the 
best direction to lake to discover another. 

The niiuea, by the light of the numerous candles, 
exhibited all the shades of green, blue, yellow, pur- 
pl<', bronze, Ac, having a metallic and lustrous 
appearance. The confined air, with the heat of so 
many candles* made it quite oppreselTe ; and per> 
sons who have not often visited mines, arc subject 
to faintness and vertigo from thiu cause. Mr. 
Alderson and Mr. Dana w ere both affected by it. 
It was the firat time the former had ever penetrated 
so far, Mr. Newman and himself being governed by 
the report of the mayoral, and the ore brought uji 
in their operations. The miners were not a little 
aataaiBhed nt oar gentlemen loading themselves, 
hemdat the i^eanwos of «f«% with the jMtfd^ in((a» 



which they consider^ of no value. The manner of 
labour in the mines is in as rude a state as it was 
found in the agricultural branches of industry. A 
clumsy pick-axfv » sliort crowbar, a stone-cutter's 
chisel, anil an oblong iron hammer of twenty-tive 
pounds weighs were the only tools. The liammar 
is only used when the ore is too h^ to b« readied 
witli the pick or crowbar. The miners, from tlie 
oon»tant exerciiie of their arms mid ehe»t, have 
tiiem well developed, and appear brawny figures. 
When the ore is too tough to be removed by the 
ordinary methods, they blast it off in small frag- 
nient-s, not daring to use large blasts, lest the rock 
should cave in upon them. Only a few weeka pre- 
▼ioOB to thefr visit, the mayoral, while at the 
furthest end of the gallery, was alarmed liy the 
rattling down of some stones, and before he could 
retreat, the walls caved in for several yards ontside 
of where he was, leaving but a small spact*. It 
required eighteen hours of unceasing ed'ort by 
nearly a hundred men td e^trieato him ftum hto 
perilous sitoation. 

The ore IS broaght to Ae uieuth of tlie mfaie on 
the backs of men, in sacks rnridf uf nv^v hide, and 
holding about one hundred pounds. Whenever a 
sufficient quantity to load a drove of mules is ex- 
tracted, it is thrown down the rn"Tintain elide, 
and then carried to the turuace at Ja<juel. Unly 
seventeen mmers were eraptoyed; previous to this 
the nnmber employed was one hondred. When- 
ever a richer vein was stmdt a larger nnmber 
were employed, who could always be easily ob- 
tained by foreigners* the natives preferring to 
work ftr them, as th^ say whatever the profits or 
losses may be, they are sure of being regularly 
paid. Tlic wages are small — from three to four 
dollars per month, in addition to their food. They 
are allowed to draw a third of their pay on the 
last Satorda^ of every month, and Mi settlement 
is Ttiii !r twice a year. They are supplied with 
clothing and other neceesuries* out of which tlie 
agent makes a per eentage, and wUdi it charged 
against their wages. 

There is one i^mirable regulation of the Chilian 

Sovemment, that of not permitting Uqoaia to be 
rought within a league of any mine* under aieven 
penalty, which is strictly enforced. The cost of 
the m livi ti iiiiice of each workman in not great; 
they are allowed as rations for breakfast four 
faandfob of dried figs, and the mme of walnots : 
value about three cents. For dinner they have 
bread, and fresh beef or pork. Small stores, as 
sugar and tea, they find themselves. One of the 
greatest inconvcnicnoesi, and which is attended 
with some expense, is the supply of the miners 
w ith water, whidi haa to be brought tip ib» mean- 



The nuners' hots are the last dwellings on the 

Chilian side of the Andes. Mr. Alderson men- 
tioned, that in five hours' ride from thence, a lake 
was reported to exist, three leagues in circum- 
ference, on the summit of a conical mountain, 
which is surrounded by a beach of sand and gravel, 
and has no outlet. Several persons c«)niirmcd this 
statammt as to the existence of the lake, that it 
had no vinble oatle^ and that ihib water was always 
at the same level. Although desiron.<^ nf visitii Li: 
so interesting a spot, they found they had not tmie 
loft to accomplish it. 
On the 82nd they set out on their return, after a 



Digitized by Google 



44 



Ectwn «f tlM party ttma 9m Ftllpa. 
SHhets flfMrtliqiMJtM.— RiM of th* MMt 



CHILI. 



VfllCMil* iDoontAins U CbilL— Pof»iil«tkMi of 

SuUflffD^— PlDplllktlMI «r V«l|MU«iM. 



good deal of delay, owing to the stupidity of their 
pe4)n, who had indulged too mneh in his faTonrite 
cliicha. Nothing, it is proper to add, could exceed 
the kindness and attention shown them by Mr. 
Newman, his ladv, and Mr. C hase. Mr. Alderson, 
the og«nt| devoted bimaelf to them for two dura, 
doting whteh time he lefk noOiing mMkae inal 

could proniDte Jind T r« ar l the object of their visit. 
It affordb tue great plea-suro to bear testimony also 
to the numerous fine specimens of eoppor, &c., 
from other mines, which Mr. Newmen presented 
to the Expedition, and to return him our thanks 
for them, and the kind attention of h'lA lady. 

HaTing beard macb about the rise of the coast, 
from tiio ofTeeto of earthquakoB, I warn ae ai r wio of 
gaining_all the infnnnrition in relation to tblfl sub- 
ject. From the residents the accounts are so con- 
tradictory, that no correct iiitelli^^ ute can be ob- 
(niiipil. The decrease in the depth of the bay, I 
have before said, can be accounted for, and un* 
doubtedly ie owinjj, ho far a.s it has taken place, to 
the wash of the hills ; and the formation of a new 
street wUdi has been reclaimed from dio boy, bee 
given ri.Hc to tlie idea, and it is pointed out na 
having been built upon ground left dry by the 
earthquake of 18S3. Several of our natm-alista 
made a close examination of the coast in the 
neighbourhood, the result of which on the minds 
of all was, that there was no proof of elevation. 
That changes in tbe beaches, through tlie agency 
of the heavy roll<>ro and the northers that yearly 
ofcur, iLit- LM:i>t;iiitly going on, is i|;iite evident ; 
but these, an one would naturally suppose, increase 
the shore only in eomo ptaoeoy while m othora dwjr 
are wearing it away. 

Earthquakes do not appear to happen at any 
particular season. The great one of 1730 was in 
«rulv ; thai of 1751, in Mav ; and those of 1822 
and 1835, both of wbkih did sraeh datn^, hi 
February. 

Slight sliocks of earthquakes are experienced 
▼cty frequently throughoot ChiK. One dnring our 
stay, on tlie 28th of May, started every one from 
Uteir beds, but the shock was not repeated. No 
peculiar ateteof the weather, or other phenomenon, 
•souio to pseede tbem. That of 1835 nearly de- 
Btrojed the towns' of Coneeptioii, Tatcahuana, 
Arauco, Angeles, Cnluna, Chillian, Talca, and 
Cauquenes. It was very slightly felt in Valparaiso, 
and scarcely at all further north. The sea reeedeo 
in Valparaiso two feet, and returned immedintfly. 
The grouud seemed to swell under the feet In J uan 
Fernandez it was very severely felt; and tfaofoDow- 
ing extract from the report of the then ^^ovomorof 
that island to the supreme govemment lO inlereet* 
" ' at tbe onwtle of Saaht Bar* 



bara, with the commandant of the garrison, when 
we suddenly observed that the sea had come over 
the mole. Fearing great damage, I hastened to 
hare tbe boats drawn fhnn under a shed, and pre- 
[ijirr 1 fnrunr. At tin- same moment we heard a 
loud roaring, as of thunder, and saw a white colimui, 
like omoko, rise from tbe sea, a ahett dbtance from 
the place called * hi Purito df Baeallao,^ and then 
felt the earth move. The sea retired about two 
hundred foot, when it commenced returning with 
great violenoe. This time it carried nearly every 
thing with It ; broke down all the houses and huts 
but till ( ne recently built of stone and mortar to 
contain provisions. Happily, this withstood its vio> 
lenoe, although tbe water aaeended more than six 
feet up Its sides. It thf^n rr iired again to its usual 
height. Cou.sta.ut shucks were felt daring the 
night ; and the seOy «t Iho phieo before mentioned, 
continued throwiiig np water and smoke like n 
volcano." 

Chili al tiji'l- with volcanic mountains, but few 
of them are in an active state of eruption ; which 
mayaeonuntforihef^quencyflfeaTthquakea. The 
peak of Tiipongati is th* r.nJy one in activity in this 
section. Our travellers to the Cordilleras were not 
fortunate enough to get a sight of it at night. 

The population of Chili may be estinuitod at cue 
noillion two hundred thousand. 

Santiago contains about sixty thousand inhabit- 
ants, and is one of the few South American capi- 
tals, perhaps the only one, that is increasing in 
wealth and population. It ha.s various private se- 
minaries for both f>exes, a national institute or 
college, on a liberal footing, an extensive hospital, 
a medical college, and a military academy. Tlir- 
Congress meets on the 1st of June every year, 
when the President delivers his message. 

Valparaiso nombos tbir^ thousand inhabitants^ 
and is coo of (iio moot lionnshing sea-ports hi (ho 
world. Its population has quintupled within the 
last twenty years, and it is rapidlv advancing in 
every improvement, growing out of an inereasiiig 
f rricn commerce, nnd the enterprise of its inha- 
bitants, fostered and encouraged as they are by 
government. 

The mining districts are to the north, and the 
grain country to the sonth. Extensive flour-mills 
are now in work in Concession and its neighbour- 
hood ; tbe macbineiy is braugbt from tbe United 
States. 

There is very little vm-ir^t-on in the climate. 
During what is called the winter the thermometer 
occasionally falls for a few hours to 5S^, kmt ^e 
mean of it throughout the year, at mid -day, would 
be 65**. In the evening and morning, it is at 
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On the 29th of May 1830, tlie Purpobe sailed 
for Callao, in order that some repairs might be 
made on her, which our time here did nut admit 
of. At Valparaiso the weather was extremely iin- 
iBVonrBble for ■BtronotdCBl olmervBtkniB. I . had 
l>p"n iti great hopes of being able to oTjlain a 
series uf muon culminating stara aud occultatiuua, 
bni no opportunity occuired, so that I had to con- 
tent myself with those for rating the chronometers, 
and to connect this port with Callao. The longi- 
tude adopted for Fort San Antonio, was 71" 39' 
20" W., which is the last determioatioii of it by 
King and Fitzroy. 

On the 4th of June we made an attempt to C' t 
out of the bay, but were obliged again to cast 
anchor. At this season of the year, Ugnt northerly 
winds usually prevail, and a heavy Kwel! frequently 
sets in the bay, making tlie roadutead very uncom- 
fortable, and at times dangerous. The vessels are 
too mud> crowded, and (he regulations of the port 
are not ■offidfltitly attended to. 

1 was not a little amused with the master of a 
Hambuigh barqoe, who dropped his anchor so as 
to foal th« bntfi of my ahipi, and when he brought 
up, swtinp close aloTtt^tide. He spfmed perfectly 
sati&ticd with his Bituatiuu, ai>d appareuLly knew 
little about his busineiB, ahowing all the dogged- 
of his countrymen. The weather lookiug 
threatening, 1 sent him word to move, stating that 
in case uf a change of wind, he would bagn atly in- 
jurad. He quietly replied that his vessel was made 
of teak, and that his undenrriten or my govern- 
ment would pay his dnmnt^c?, and that he could 
stand a good deal uf griudiug ! Without more ado, 
I sent an officer and men, and pvt him at ones oot 
of my way. 

Ou the 6th, we had a breeze from the south- 
ward and eastward, and immediately got under way 
with the eqaadron, and succeeded in making an 
oSnf . Ab we opened the hnd to the BouAvmrd, 
my view and thoughts wandered in that direction, 
hoping that still, and at the last moment, the miss- 
ing tender mi^t heave in sight. But no white 
sp«ck was seen, nor any thing that could cause a 
ray of hope that she might yet bo in ejustence ; 
and my fears foreboded what has unoe piovad too 
true,— she and her crew bad pmsbed. 

On the second day after leaTfaig Valparaiso, we 
had a fresh gale from the northwai 1, an i ir.panipd 
with much sea. Daring the night, in thick weather. 



we lost sight of the Peacock and Flying-Fish. On 
the 9th we got beyond the wind, which blows along 
the coast from the northward, and our weather im- 
proved, exchanging fog, rain, mist, and contrary 
wfaids, for dear weather, and whids fmrn &n mmth- 

west. 

Ou the 20th, in the evening, we poBaed through 
the Bouqueron Passage, havmg got seversl easta 
of the lead in three and a quarter fathoms water ; 
aud by the assistance of the lights of the other ves- 
sels, anchored near the rest of the squadron at 
San Lorenzo, aftor a passage of thirteen days. We 
feond Aem all well, and promeding rapidly with 
their repairs. The Peaoook and iljiof-Fkh amved 
two days before us. 

On reeeivinf; the reports of the eoaunandsfs of 
the different ve><se]s, aetlve operations were at once 
begun to retit, repkuuih our stores, and complete 
our duties. The necessary changes in officers Mid 
men were made, in consequence of my detramina- 
tkm to send tho Relief home. TUs I resolved to 
do on several accounts. 1 have stated that from 
the first 1 found her ill-adapted to the service; her 
siuling I saw woold retard all my operationa, and 
bf n ccnstant source of anxiety to ii)"^ ; aTi l T felt 
thai i already had objects enough without her to 
occupy and engross my attention. The expense was 
another consideration, which I conceived myself 
unauthorized to subject the government to, parti- 
cularly as I found on calculation, that for one-tenth 
of the sum it would eost to keep her, I could send 
ovr atorea and piovisiottS to any part of Ae F^unfio. 

We found it necessary to have the Relief smoked, 
in order to destroy the rats with whicli she was 
infested, to save our stores from further damage. 
During this time the repairs of the Porpoise had 
been completed, and the usual observations for 
rating our chronometei-s, and with the magnetic 
instruments, were made ou shore; and such offican 
as oonld be spared allowed to vbit Lfma. The 
naturalists were also busy in their bl v. r;il depart- 
ments. We reuiained at San Lorenzo ten days, 
during which time its tlixee highest points were 
measured with barometers at the same time. The 
result gave eight hundred aud ninety-six feet for 
the southern, nine hundred and twenty for the mid- 
dle, and twdve hundred und eightjr-foar for the 
northern sommit. Upon the hrtter the etonds gene- 
rally rest, and it is the only place on the islan 1 
where vegetation is enabled to exist. The others 
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are all barren sand^ bills. It is tiaid that the only 
plant which has been cultivated is the potato, and 
that only un the north pt-ak. Thif* Hcf-nmou j.o«tii>i!f> 
Uu're from tlie moisture of tlie clouds, and their 
shielding it from the hot nin. 

The geological Structure of the island m prioei* 
pally composed of limestone, clay, and slale. It 
jM-rsi nJe a Vipnutiful stratification. G^'petun is found 
in aome places betwet-n the strata, and crystals of 
selenite are met with in one or two localities. 
Quantities of ^hpll-fish are found on the sbocej and 
the waters abound with excellent fish. 

The burying-ground is the only object of interest 
here. The grsves are oorered with white sbeUs^ 
and a white Mattt, on which la Inscribed the name, 
&c. Tboy njjpcar to be mostly of y.n-^yiA\mi-ri ami 
American^ and it would seem tliat the mortality 
had been greal Bat when one comes to consider 
the larpF miniber of men-of war wliich have been 
lying in tlie bay, and the period of time elapsed, 
the ntmtber of intermoils qo not seem large. 

It was with much pleasure we greeted tM axriral 
of the Falmouth, Captain M'Keever, whose kindness 
in 6upi)! vi).L: ^ ur wants, and forwaiding our opera- 
tions, we again experienced. The essential and 
timely aid he gave me, in exehangteg ^e lavn^ 
and first ratter of his ship, for materials to build 
one, Iiifli I had brought from Valparaiso for that 
purpose, prevented our detention here. 

The Falmouth brought from Valparaiso three 
deserters from the squiuhron, who had been appre- 
bended by Lieutenant Craven, and from wliom I 
received a report, stating that two of them, Bteke 
and Lester, had been guilty not only of desertion, 
but that tin ir desertions had been attended with 
very aggravated circumstances. Just about this 
time the storea fMPS delivering from tlio Hrlirf. 
Among them was a quantity of whiskey for tiie 
other vessels. The marines who were placed on 
duty over the spirit-room as guard, with six per- 
sons employed in moTiiM{ it, ^ dnmk by atealiug 
the lifjuor, and hsp wnolo crew hecaoie i4otons. 
Tin fit liii |uentH were ordered on board my 'liip iu 
confinement. These were court-martial oii'ences, 
bat the dutisa ef the squadron would not pennit 
me to order a court for their trial, ^vit>^o^^t great 
lo^ of time and detriment to the service. To let 
such offences pass with the ordinary punishment of 
twelTe lashei^ woold have been in the eyes of the 
craw to haYS overlooked their erime altc^ther. I 
was, therefore, compelled, in ord i- to ik gcrve 
order and good discipline, to inflict what 1 deemed 
a proper panishnisnt, aira oHond them eadi to 
receive twenty-fouT lashes, excepting Blake and 
Lester, who received thirty-six and forty-one. This 
was awarding to each about one-tenth of what a 
court-martial would have inflicted; yet it was such 
an example as thoroughly convinced the men that 
they could not offend with impunity. This was, I 
am well satisfied, considered at the time as little or 
no jponisinnent for tiio ertuMa of which th^ had 
been guilty; but I felt satisfied that the prompt and 
decided manner in which it was administered, 
would have the desired effect of p iea wrt lBg the 
proper discipline, and preventing its recurrence. 
In this I was not disappointed, f should not have 
made this statement, had it not been that this wai» 
the sole change, out of eleven, aoread out into 
diir^-alx spooineatiaM^ on wMdi % conri of 
thirteen members^ alter an invest^atMn of three 



weeks, could find i bad transgressed the laws of 
the navy in the smallest degree. In justification 
nf my course on this occasion, I could not but 
lM.'Iieve that the following clause of my instructions 
from the Hon. J. K. Paulding, secretary of the navy, 
ought to have sufficed: '*In the prosecution of 
tbMO long and dieviooa voyages, yon will neceo* 
sarily be pUwed in altDatu>ns which •? mn t be 
anticipated, and in which sometimes ^our own 
judgment and discretion, and at others necessity, 
must be your qtiitli Tiider this I acted. T nni 
fully satisfied thai in this caBc circumstaiiceB did 
occur, which in the language of my instructions 
did make ^neoessity my g^deJ* and I foUy be- 
lieve that in so doing I pmnolsa the objsels of tbe 
« \ ; i dition, the honour of the navy, ara the ^loiy 
of the country. 

On the 90th of Jnno, the sqnadron went over to 
Callao. 

The bay of Callao is Um wtU known to require 
much to be said of it. The climate, combined with 
tlie prevailing winds, make it a fine harbour. The 
island of San Lorenzo protects it on the west from 
tho swell of the ocean, but its northern -i le is 
entirely exposed ; there is no daittcr to be appre- 
hondoa fnm that quarter. A ww mites to the 
north the influence of San Lorrr7:n crn^os ; the 
surf there breaks very heavily upon the beach, and 
prevents any landing. 

The gradual manner in which the extensive 
plain rises from Callao towards Lima, seems to 
give a very erroneous idea of the situation of the 
city. From tlie bay it is seen (jfiiio distinctly, about 
six miles ^Hstant, and does not i^npear to be ele- 
vated ; yet I measured the hrif^ht of Mr Bartlett's 
house above the level of the sea by sympiesometer, 
and found it four hundred and twenty foetk The 
rise would be scarcely perceptible to a stranger 
passing over the road, or one who had not a prac- 
tised eye. 

Sinoe my visit to CaUao in 1821, it had mvch 
altered, and tar the better, notwIffaaCanding Ae 

viclspitu 1( s it !.:is pnu' through since that time. A 
fine mole has been erected, surrounded by an iron 
ndlb^. On it is a gnud'honao, with aoldieva 
lounging nboTTt, and some two or three on guard. 

The mole ailords every convenience for landing 
from small vessels and boats. The streets of Callao 
have been made much wider, and the town has a 
more decent appearance. Water is condneted from 
the canal to the mole, and a r.iiU^ riy takes the goods 
to the fortress, which is now converted into a cwpot. 
This pbu:e, the sea-port of Llmft, must be one of the 
great resorts of shipping, not only for its safety, but 
for the convenience of providing suppUcs. The best 
idea of its trade will be formed from the number of 
vessels that frequent it I have understood that 
there is generally about the same number as we 
found in port, iiunjely, forty-two, nine of which 
were ships of war: five American, two French, 
one CbiBan, and fhirly-llve Pemvian merdiantnien, 
large and small. 

The castle of Callao has become celebrated in 
history, and has long been the key of Peru. 
Whichever party had It In possession, were consi- 
dered as the possessors of the country. It is now 
converted to a better use, viz. that of a custom- 
house, and is nearly dinoantled. Only five of its 
guns rsmahi, oat of one Irawbed ana ftrty-five, 
which it to laid to have nonnted. 
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tlwrtt the Chili&Q troops had |>oe8efl8ioD of the 
cuuntr/, which they had held smce the battle of 
Yungau Most of tbe baiidiqga mn mdei^piing 
repairs rfnee the I»to emtart. 

Ti iii (liaf the fortrcsa is to bo detrii lished, 
atid thus the peacu of Callao wUl in a great mea- 
sure be secured. 

The priiicip-il street of Callao mns pnmllpl with 
the hay. There are a few tolerably woil-built two- 
story houses on the main street, which is paved. 
These houses sra btdlt of adobes^ and hafo flat 
roofs, which is no ineonrentonee herw, in conse- 
quence of t!n' al '-ence of heavy rattus. Tlie ulterior 
of the houses Ls of the commonest kind of work. 
The partition walls are built of cwie^ dosely hMsed 
tog.'ther. The houses of the common people are of 
one story, and about teu feet high ; some uf thciu 
have a grated window, but must of them only a 
doorway and one voonu Others are seen that 
hardly desevre the name of hoases, being nothing 
more than mud wrills, with bolss eSTSrsd With a 
mat, and the same overhead. 

The outskirts of Callao deserve mentioning only 
for their excessive filth ; and were it not for thr 
fine climate it would be tlie hot-bed of pestilence. 
One feels glad to escape tnm this neighbourhood. 

The donations to ths dsrgy or pviestik at two 
small chapels, are collected on Saturdays mmi the 
inhabitants. On the evening of the same day, the 
devotees of the church, heacwd by the priest, carry 
a small portable altar throngh the streets, decorated 
with much tinsel, and vanoua-coloured glass lamps, 
on which is a rude pamting of the Virgin. As they 
walk, they chant their prayers. 

The market^ though ttwie is nothing ebe re- 
markable about it, exhibits many of tlM peculiar 
customn of the c 'ulIi v. It is held in a square of 
about one and a half acres. The stands for selling 
meat are placed indiseriminatety, w without order. 
Beef is sold for from four to six cents the pound, i.s 
cat in the direction of it& fibre, and looks filthy. It 
is Idlled on the cununons, and the hide, head, and 
horns are left for the buzzards and dogs. The rest 
is brought to market on the backs of donkeys. 
Chickens arc cut up to suit purchasers. Fish un*l 
vegetables are abundant and of good kinds, and 
good fruit may be had if bespoken. Intbtoesseit 
is brought from Lima. Every thiri-^ mnfirms, on 
landing, the truth of the geographical adage, in 
Peru it never ndns.** It appears sirerywhwe dusty 
and parched up. 

The situation of old Callao is still visible under 
the water, and though an interesting object, It - 
cornea a meUncholy one, when one thinks of tbe 
havoc a few minntes eflbeted. The verjr fbnndation 
seems to hnvr Vrcn upturned an l slial .n to pieces, 
and the whole submerged by a mighty wave. The 
wonder Is lihat any one escaped to tell the tale. 

Two crosses mark the height to which the sea 
rose. The upper one, oncsthiiS of the way to Lima, 
indicates the extreme distance to which the w:iter 
flowed: the lower one marks the place whither the 
Spanish fHgate was carried. I very mneh doubt 
the truth of either. I can easily conceive that a 
great wave would be sufficient to carry a large 
vessel from her moorings lialf a mile inland, but I 
cannot imagine how the water should have reached 
the height of one hundred and fifty feet at least 
above the level of the sea, and yet permitted two 
hundred inliabitants of old CalbM> to have escaped 



on the walls of a church which are not half that 
height. 

Outside the walls of the fortress aie ssranai 
Urge vaniti, iiHed with tbe dead, in all Stsges of 

decay, and on whicli tin viiltares were gorging 
themselves: this was a re\ olting spectacle, iniieed, 
it is truly surprising that the nigher elsssina, and 
those in immediate authority, should not feel the 
necessity of appearing more civilized in the dispo- 
sition of their dead. Many are throiKu in naked, 
and ooversd onhr with a few inohes of sand. Great 
numbers of skeletons are still seen with pieces of 
clotliing hanging to them. Dogs and vultures in 
great numbeie wore every where feeding upon the 
dead, or standing aloof fairly gorged witn their 
disgusting repast. If any thing is calculated to 
make a people brutal, and to prevent the inculca- 
tion of proper fedii^ it is such revolting rights 
as these. 

Callao is aaSi to eonfain betw e en two and tiffee 

thousand inhabitants, b if (liis mmiljrr, from the 
appearance of the place, seems to be overrated, 
^veral new buildings are going up, which proves, 
that luitwithstanding the times of revolution, they 
siiii |>i>i-siat in carrying on improvements. The 
principal street is about a third of a mile in length, 
and is tolerably well paved, with side-walks. Bil- 
Ifau^-signs stare you m the fhce. Thi?, 1 presume, 
may be set down as the great amu i mi^nt, towhudi 
may be added the favourite montif at night. 

Coaches, or rather omnibnsseS|, tmi seveial times 
a day to Limn. The old accounts of robberies on 
the road to Lima, arc still fresh in the moutlis of 
strangers. In times of revolution it was infested hf 
robbwB, but the steps taken bj govctiiment have 
effeotually put a stop to tiiem. 

On the road to Lima is l\, ]la Vista ; but it is in 
ruins, and has been so ever siuce the revolution. It 
was generally the outpost or battle-ground of tile 
t\vr> parties, and allhough the soil in the plain 
w hich bordeiv the sea is extremely fertile, consist- 
ing of decomposed rock, containing the eleOMBts of 
fertility in the greatest abundance, it now appou^ 
a neglected waste. Attention to Its cultivation and 
ini ' iiion would make it a perfect garden. On 
approaching Lima, the sardens aod fields are found 
tobeenltivBtedand weUhprigated. Fields of Indnm 
corn are rn, some fully ripe, some half-grown, 
and others just tthooting up, — a novel sight to us. 
This bears testimony not only to the fineness of the 
climate, but to the fertility of the soil. The gardens 
near the city are filled to profusion with fruits of all 
descriptions. 

The road, on its near approach to the cit^, forms 
an avenue of about a mile in lengdi* Thn, in its 

prosperous days, was the usual evening drive, and 
afforded a mi>st agreeable one. On each side are 
gardens filled with orange-trees, the fra^ran -e of 
whose flowers, and the beauty and variety of the 
fruit, added to its pleasures. It is now going to 
decay from utter neglect. Its rows of willows, and 
the streams of running water on each side^ though 
forming its great attrMtion, will, if snmnred to 
remain without attention, bo completely deafrc y< <1 
No one seems to take interest in the public woikb. 
So marked a diHtoenoe from Chili eoiud not but be 
observed. 

At Lima I was struck witli the change that had 
taken place since my former vbit. Every thing 
now betokens poverty and decay ; a sad ehange 



Digitized by Google 



48 



Lfnu^Th* aUmed*. 



PERU. 



Dre^s of the Lima iBdiei. 
HotiMB In LloM.— Hw umdet. 



flrom its fbrmer splendour nai tvwUth. This ap- < 
p^arance was observed not only in tln' cit.^', but 
alao among the inhabitaBta. Whole families have 
been swept off, and their fbrmer nttendsntiY 
strangers, have become flM poMWCCT of their 
houses and property. 

Tiie country has been a scene of eonunotion and 
revolution for the last tweDty*five years, of which 
Lin* for a long time was the centre. The fate of 
Lower Peru being entirely dependent on it, and 
the fortreas of Callao^ the alternate possessors have 
•tripped it tad ite inhnbltwiAi in every way in their 
power. Itmij with tmth be designated n deelining 
eity. 

The neglected walls and n&ied tenemente, the 
want of stir and life among the people, are sad 
evidences of this decay. The population is now 

said to be about forty -five thousand, ;Jt!M'iL:h I'a 
former times it lias been supposed to amount to as 
many as sixty-flve or seventy thoosand. 

The aspect of the city, especially a bird's-eye 
view from the neighbouring hills, gives to the eye 
of the Rtranger the appearance of ruins. There are 
few bnildings that have the look uf durability, and 
no new ones have been put up for the last forty 
years. The plan of the city combines more advan- 
tages than any otlier that could have been adopt«;d 
for the locaB^. The streets are at right angles, 
and all sufficiently broad. Those •which run with 
the declivity of the ground, north-west and south- 
east, have water flowing throngh their middle. 
The uses to which these streams &tv put, and the 
numerous buzzards tliat freijueut them, give the 
stranger any other idea than that of cleanliness. 
The buzzards are protected by law, and may be 
seen fighting for fliMT food in the gutters, regard- 
It sa ( f j'.'iflsers ; or sitting on the tops of the 
houses, thirty or forty in a row, watching for 
mora food. 

Great attfritinn has been paid to laying out the 
alameda, whieii is on the nortli side of the city. 
Its centre is ounnnwnted with a number of foun- 
tains ; its wallcs are well shaded on eaeh side with 
trees; and the mnning water adds to its f^hness: 
til to form a delightful promenade. In the 

co<*l of the evening it is much frequoited, and its 
ttMone seats are oeenpied by numbers of citizens. 
This is the best place to get a view of the inha- 
bitants; and notwithstandltig their internal commo- 
tions, they appear fully to enjoy their cigarittas, 
which they are constantly smoking. The peculiar 
dress of the ladies is here seen to the best advan« 
tage, and, however fitt' d it may be to cover in- 
trigue, is not, certainly, adapted to the display of 
i>ean^« A more awkward and absurd drsss cannot 
well be conceived. It is by no means indicative of 
the wearer's rank, for frequently this disguise is 
I Lg^, d and tattered, and assumed under ite most 
forbidding aspect to deceive, or carry on an in- 
trigue, of which it is almost an effectual cloak. 

I never could behold these dresses without con- 
sidering them as an emblem of the wretched oondi* 
tion of domestie society in tliis far^fioned dty. 

The saya 1 manto werr oritrinnlly intended afl 
a retiring, m(»de»t dress, to mark reserve, to insure 
•eohidaB, and to enable ladies to go abroad without 
an escort. The geTioiTtl term for the wearers is 
Tapada, and they were always held sacred from 
insult. Tapada is likewise appUed to a dress which 
ia also fire^nently seen, via. a shawl worn over tiie 



! head, so as to eoverthe month, and forehead. 

' None but the most imiiiKit* friend can know the 
wearers, who frequent the tlieatres in this disguise. 
It is to Iw regretted, that it is now worn for very 
different purpo94>8 from its original intention. In- 
trigues of all kiuds are said to be cai i ied m uuder 
it. It enables the wearer to mix in all societies, and 
to frequent any place of amusement, without being 
known, and, even if suspected by her husband nr 
relatives, the law of custom would protect her from 
discovei^y. In this dress, it is said, a wife will pass 
her own husband when she may be walking with 
her lover, and the husband may make love to Ilia 
wife, without being aware it is she. 

The saya is a silk petticoat, with numerous small 
vertical phiits, containing about thirtjv ^ards ot 
^ilk, and costing fifty or sixty dollars. It is drawn 
in close at tiie bottom of the di'ebs, so that the 
wearer is obliged to make very sliort steps (tea 
inches). It is a litUe elastic^ and oonforros to tlie 
shape, whether natural or artificial, from the waist 
down. The mantu is a kind <>f cloak, of black silk. 
It is fastened to the saya at the waist, and brought 
over the head and shoulders from behind, conceal- 
ing every thing but one eye, and one hand, in which 
is UHUitlly seen a cross, or whose fingers are well 
ornamented with jewels. Before the manto is 
arrange d, a Frcmeli shawl of bright ooloun is 
thrown over the shoulders, and brought between 
the openings of the manto in front, hauging down 
nearly to the feet The loose saya is also much 
worn : tliis is not r^ntracted at the bottom, and in 
walking has a great swing from side to side. 

The walk of the Lima ladies is graceful and 
pretty, and they usuallv have small feet and hands. 

The houses are built of son-burnt brick, cane, 
nn l small timber. All thosr rf (he better class 
have Hiiiali balconies to the second story. Most of 
the houses are of two stories, and they gmentlly 
have an archnny from the street, secun d by a 
strong portal, leading into ait open court. The 
lower, or ground-floor, is used as store-houses, 
stabtei^ 4tc. This peculiar manner oS Iraiiding ia 
mtendod as a security against the effects et eaitfa- 
I |i Kikes. The housetops are a depository for all 
kinds of rubbish, and the aceumnlation of dust is 
great. The staircase leading to the upper story ia 
generally handsome, and decorated with fresco 
paintings, which are, however, tar below medio- 
crity. Thb a^rtcof building is well adapted to die 
climate. 

The portales or arcades is one of the most 
attractive places for the stranger. He is there 
sure at all nours to see more of life in Lima than 
at any other place. Thvr are built on two sides of 

the plaza. The ground-floor i^^ nrcnpipd <^hopB, 
where all kinds of dry goods and iaiu y articles are 
sold. Between the columns, next tfie plaza, are 
many lacc and fringe-workers ; and without these 
again are sundry cooks, fnisco- sellers, &c., who 
are firying savoury cakes and fish for their cus- 
tomers, partaculariy in the moniing and lata in the 
evening. 

Tlie arcadr'ii arc aliout five hnndrrd frrt Innp^, 
well paved with small stones, interlaid with the 
knuckle-bonee of sheep, which produces a kind of 
mosaic pavement, and makes known the date of its 
being laid down aa 1799, This place for hours 
every day is the grt>at resort, and one has a full 
insist to evexy store, as they are all doors, and 
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conseqaeotljr %uite expoaed, to their fvmoteat 
mnier. Tho aeeond Btary ia ooeopied as dwolU 

The palace of tho viceroy occupies the uorth 
side of the plaza. The lower pwt of it is a row of 
small shops, principally tinkers and Hmallware- 
dealers. On tlic cast side 'ua the archbishop's 
palace and the cathedral. 

The fountain in the flentve of tho ^wa is » fine 
pieoe of wotfc, and was ereeted, aeeordinf; to the 
iuscriptioa, in 1600, by Don Garcia Sarmiento 
Sotomayer, the viceroy and captain-general of the 
kingdom. 

'< El qtic hobe do I» pila oequonda in Lima," is 
the usual saying. 

He thatdimb of the foontaln wiU not keve 
Lima." 

Tho cathedral is a remarhahlo Imflding, not only 
from its size, but its ornaments. Most of the deco- 
rations are in bad taste, and I should imagine its for- 
mer riches in the metals and precions stones have 
contributed cliir fly tn i'-j celebrity. Certainly those 
ornaments whieli are iei t caimot be much admired. 

Its great altar, composed of silver, might as 
woU bo of lead, or pewter, for aU the show it makes. 
In a obapol on one aide of the bnitdfaig, there ts a 
collection of portraits of the archbishoj)s. Tliey 
are good faces, well jpainted, and all are there but 
the one who, at the breaking out of ^o revolutioii, 
proved falihful to his sovereign and tlie Spanish 
cause. They all have had the honour, except 
him, to be interred in niches, in the crypt, under 
the great altar. Many of the coffins are open, 
exposing the drted-up remains of the saints, clothed 
in leather jackets and shoes, ^vhieh the saerl^tiiii 
made no difficulty about disposing of for a trifle. 
Two akiilla and a hand wen obtained. Thert w 
home eood oarvhig ahont tiio dioir of the ca- 
thedral. 

The market of Lima is kept in an open squiire. 
It is a strange place to visit, and the scene that is 
witnessed there cannot fail to amufle the stranger. 
It is well 6up])lied, and many pureliasers frequent 
it. Then are no stalls, and mats are used in their 
stead. The meat is UM on them in rows, and the 
vegetables heaped up in piles. 'I"1m in rit. as at 
Cailao, is cut with the gi-aiu, and into small pieces, 
to suit the tmrchaser^ ; and poultr}' is eat vp in a 
similar manner. But what mII! most attract a 
stranger's notice, .are the cookmg establishments. 
These are in great request ; stews, fries, and olla 
podridas, are in constant preparation by potnc 
brawny dame, who deals out, widi mneh gravity 
and a business-like ah', the small pieces to the 
hungry Indians who stand by waiting for their 
turn. The fMed dishes seemed to claim their 
preference, if one could judge by tlie number in 
waiting. The expertjiess of tlic woman who of- 
ficiated was truly wonderful, twisting and twirling 
the do«i|^ in her band^ placing it upon a atie^ 
dipping it in the hot oil, and slipping it as soon 
as ci '.kcd ricxterously iiifo the dish for her cus- 
tomers. Then again was a frier of pancakes close 
by, equally expert. The variety of dishes cooking 
was surprising, and those who fried fisli exhibited 
undoubted proofs of their freshnc^, by consigning 
them to the pan before they ceased to live. 

I waa snxpimed at the variet/ of fish, meats, 
Ti^getablea^ and Ihrits; the latter fartioiriarl;^. 
These ««n» in aeason, and indiided oianies, ehen- 



moyers, pomegranates, paltas, plantains, >^«^m^ 
pspaws, granMillas, apples, figs, and stUUMfl. 

The above are tJie usual articles crowded into 
the market, but wore I to stop here, one-half 
would not be told. All sorts of goi>df«, jewelry, 
cottons, woollens, laces, hardware, linen f.ibrics, 
handkerchiefs, shoes, lilippcrs, l)iits,&.c.,ai-e hawked 
about by pedlan with stentorian lungs, who, with 
the lottery-veaden, with tickets, ink*hom, and 
pen, selling the titfkets hi the name of the Holy 
Virgin and all tin- saint**, make an upro.nr that one 
can have little idea of, without mixing in or wit- 
nessing it. 

The convent of San Francisco orcnpios six or 
seven acres of ground. In its days of prosperity 
it must have heen a magnificent establishment. Its 
chapels are voij nch in gilding, carved work, 
and the eli^teiw are ornamented with beautiful 
fountains and flower-gardens. Part of it is now 
occupied by the soldiers as barracks, and their 
muskets are stacked on the altar of one of its 
chapels. It has long since been strljiped of its 
riclieis and deserted, but it t^eemu uno' to iiave pos- 
sessed all that wealth, luxury, and i:t.ste could 
effect or aaggest. The good Father Auculus, who 
showed the building, was shrewd and obliging. 
The u'alli TV of jiaiiitiiigH contains, it is said, many 
fine Muriilos. The remains of ita fumter splendour, 
even now, justiites what Father Fettillee asserted, 
that there was nothing of the kind to erimpnre with 
it in Kuropo. There are but few iriara here at 
present', but it is said to have formerly maintained 
five hundred, living in the greatest luxury and 
licentiousness. The most remarkable object in the 
church, was tho shrine and im;if;i' of a b'uek \ irgiu 

I Mai'v, witfi a white infant Saviour in her arms. 

1 The publio library is eompoeed of rare and 
\ahmble books, both in French and Spanish, takm 
from tho Jesuits' college and convents. Thty arc- 
in good order, and among them are many manu- 
scripts which are beautifully illuminated. The 
librarian, a young priest, deserves our thanks for 
his attention and civility. 

The public museum has been but lately com- 
meneed. It contains a colleotlon of carious Pe- 
ruvian r.nrimiities, some native birds, and the 
portraits of all the viceroys, from Pizarro down. 
At the cabildos or city hall, are to be seen some of 
the archives of Lima, ki pt until recently in good 
order. Many tjignaiurts of the old viceroys and 
governors are cui'ious ; among others, tliat of 
Pizarro is shown. As few of them could write, 
they adopted the m&riAr, made by placing the 
finger of the left hand and making the flourish on 
each side of it, the ek rk filling in the name. This 
method has since been generally adopted among 
the Sottth Americans, in signing official documents, 
being considered full as binding as if the name wa» 
written. 

There arc three classes of inhabitants, viz. 
whites, Indians, and negroes. The union of the 
two first produces tlie cholo ; of the two last, the 
zambo ; and of the first and laat, the mulatto. The 
Spaniards, or \vl iite.% are a tall nee, particularly 
the females. They have brown complexions, but 
occasionally a brilliant colour, black hair and eyes. 
Some of them are extremely beautiful. The choloe 
are shorter, but well made, and have particularly 
small feet and handa. All ciaaaea of |»eople are 
addicted to the smokhig of dgara, oTsn m oav- 
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riagM and at the dinneMable. It doe* uot seem 
to be cottflldered hy any one as onplemsant, and 

|i(»rf'i{;nei-s buve adopted the custom. 

There does not appear to exist any accurate 
aeeount of the population of Pern ; but it is gene- 
rally believed to have decreased, partictilarly as 
regards tlie whites and negroes. The beat informa- 
tion gives but little over a million inhabitants, viz. 
about one hundred and twenty-five thousand whites; 
natives and cholos, eight hundred thousand ; with 
ninety tli u^Hiid negroes and randios, of whom 
about tliirty-tive thousand are slaves. This does 
not vary much from tlie mimber given by the geo- 
graphirs forty years ago. The country appears, 
from all accounts, not only to have decreased in 
population, but to have diminished in wealth and 
productiveness. A much less proportion of the soil 
IB now cultivated than formerly under the "children 
of the sun." 

Then are half a dozen newraapera published in 
Lima, two of wfiieh are fasued daily. They are, 

like the Spnni ti, small shrrts. TIjtv havp a c;nod 
deal of control over public opinion, iew or no ad- 
verliaements are seen in them. Theae are deemed 
unnecessary in Lima, and all the amusements, such 
AS the theatre, cock-iighting, &.c^ sre placarded on 
the portahk A hi^ prioe ia wdmd m tha newa- 

''^^ni of tiie IndtdfaigB In Lhna hare adfeved 

more or less from earthquakes. It was the season 
of eartliquakes during our stay, and three were felt. 
Some of our gentlemen complained of a sickening 
sensation during the first. It did not, however, do 
much damage. The second took place on the 6th 
of June, and was sensibly felt ; a third was expe- 
rienced on the 10th of June, with a continued 
ahaking of the walla and floora. The last was 
reported aa haying been more aerere to the north- 
ward. 

With the name ef Pern ihe want of moSatnre is 

generally associated. Tho general impression u 
that it never raioa there. This, however, is far 
from being strictly true, except in certain parts of 
it. Were it not, however, for irrigation by the 
mountain streams, a great portion of Peru would 
certainly become nearly a desert. Indeed, the up- 
land is 80 now, not Yielding any herbage whatever 
until the paalare region of the Cordilteraa is reached. 
We are not to imagine, h-Avrvrr, thnt tlir atnms- 
phere is very clear, or that sunshine always pre- 
vails. It is extremely diffienit to get a elear day. 
Father FeUillee has put upon recoH, more than a 
century ago, that the heavena were generally ob- 
scured. I can bear testimony to the truth of this 
remark, for althoogh a glimpse of the stm was 
vmaHf kafl •ome xaoM during the day, yet it 



almost as difficult to get eqnal ahatndes at Gallao 
during our stay aa it was at Terra del Fuego. 

The dew (almnzo) of Lini.i is m v t r so great as 
to produee running water, yet it is more like rain 
than a Scotch mist. 

The peculiarity of there being no rain, has been 
accounted for in several ways, but not to me satis- 
factorily. The prevailing cold and dry winds from 
the southward sweep over the weetem ahorea of 
the continent; having a great capacity for nKnstnre, 
they aW rb it a.^^ they advance to toe northward, 
from every tiling. On r^ching the latitude of 12^ 
S., they cease, and having be<wme aatwaled, now 
rise to a sufficient height, where they are condensed 
by the cold strata, and again depoftit«-d on the 
mountains in lUmoet constant rains. This will ac- 
count for the aridity in the high Ck>rdilleras of 
Chili, as well as for the existence of the Desert of 
Atacama, the want of rain on the coast of Upper 
Pern ; and at the aame tivM, for the nuuature of 
^e h^ Cordilleras of Peru, which will be ebertly 
Rp >l<en of. It will be rememberp l tl at our parties 
ou the G)rdilleras of Chili found the aridity to 
increase en aacending, to the veiy Mige of the per- 
[^tual snow, tad all Uw planla wen of a thoinij 
character. 

The records of Lima mention the falling of nin 
only four times in the eiditeenth eentoxy, Aa 
oecorrenee of thunder and lightning an eqnal mm- 

ber of times. But this applies to a sm.ill part of 
Fern only, namely, the country bordering the coast, 
some fif^ or sixty milca in width armind Lima. It 
will be seen that our party who visited the interior, 
when at the height of tm thousand feet, entered a 
region subject to rain, and on the crest of the 
mountains the soil was kept perleetly moiai hy the 
frequent snows and rain. 

Fire is not used often, hut from the continual 
dampness there is a cold and clammy feeling, thai 
» exoeedingly vnoomfortable and prejudicial to 
health. Lima has certainly the reput;iiii n of being 
a healthy place — how obtained I know not — but it 
certainly does not deserve it. The interments have 
annually averaged over three thmisand five hun- 
dred, in a population amounting by the best accounts 
to no more than forty-five thousand. Many of these 
deaths are those of atrangera, and the climate baa 
always been IWta! to the Indiana. 

The Rimac derives its waters exclusu > ly from 
the snows of the Cordilleras. It is a mountain tor- 
rent throughout its whole course. The quantity of 
water in it is small. The width at its mrmth h 
about thirty feet, and one foot deep. It has not 
sufficient force to break a passage through the 
beach to the aea, and the water filteis tbroa|^ tha 
pebbly smL 
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CHAPTER IX. 
PERU (oontirued). 

mr TO TRK COaOtLLRBAa— F]l£]>AaATIO»S FOR THB JOVIlNXr— rAMrOKTI— PK1>AKTDBK— BrvscT Or orvioiAi 
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M.OHEERrxn op i N" h aBITAXTI — COmAI— T,*. v r y n < — v k: v:t * ti — MULBTCBR* BSCOrKTERi.D — CREST Of THl 
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OP A COHDOm— POBTBAIT— IireiBtWTt BBtATXVO TO IT— DBSCRIPTIOW OP BAiTOt— ITS HABITATXOHB— BTATB OP 
nORBES — RETURN TO CASA CANCRA — Cnil,IAN CONVOY FROM P A SCO— P A8CO— MI N KS — V E I N S OK ORB— NUMBER 
OP XIVKS IM OPBBATIOy — I.AWa IK ABLaTIOX TO ait,TB» MISiBD— OVTUa— BILL OP BACO— KEW SPECULATlOHa 
SB IM*— BIVPIC0&TIBB 111 PVBCVAtlVa MIBBa-- gO MTICAt BTATB OP «KB OOOVTBf ABTBMB TO TBIS BVSSVBH 
— TEWPERATUHE — BEATJTT OF SITTATIOK 01? CASA CAKIHA — THE PARTT RBTCRIT — LI H B OF PBRPBTOAL iWOW 
— AMMONITE — CH ICRINK— TRAVELUISQ FARTIKS — yRJE>'CIlS*At( — lilS COMPUMXMTI AMD PATE — CVLVAl — CDLTI- 
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On the arrival of the Relief at Callao, Messrs. 
Pickering, Riefaj Ag»t«f and Bnuskmridge^ re- 
quested permission to make a )«int to the Cbr^ 

dilleras of Pern, for the purpose of making bota- 
Dical c<dlectioDs. I felt much gratified that this 
object bad been elfeeted, al though I eonld not tmt 
regret that they were 6uffei*ed to depart without 
the nece&s&ry iuati'umenta fur obtaining the alti- 
tudes, which had been put on board th« Rdbf at 
Orange Harboor, for that very purpose. 

Mr. Keh spoke the Spanish language well, wh!eh 
afforded the party many facilUit s for overcoming 
the difficultiea that were thrown in their way. 

In Linn Ae journey mm eonrfdeved as a very 
serious undertaking, and likely to be attended with 
much danger, from the banditti who frequent the 
route they intended to pass over, — that to the mines 
of Pasco. Through the friendly assistance of Mr. 
Biggs, of the house of Messrs. Bai-tlett and Co., 
every thing was made easy. By his advice, they 
sapidied themselves, not, <«Iy with blankets and 
tiwM-fimiiture, but with all sorts of ftroviuons, 
and particularly with bread, of which they took as 
much aa tliey could e»ny, notwithstanding the 
eoontr^ was described aa well inhabited. Aa a 
prelimuuuY step, it was necessary to provide them- 
selves with passports, fur which they lost no time 
in apfdying. After the delay of a day, the pa^ports 
eame in the form of a letter of protection and re- 
eommendaUon from Lafiiente himself, to the local 
I authorities throughout all Peru, couched in the most 
I liberal terma, and treating the affair with as much 
importaneaaaif it w«r» ft national MM. Itiaarega- 
btion that the names of all who receive passports 
siiall be published in the official gazette; their inten- 
tion, therefoxB^ became known to all I^na. From 
the few who are gazetted, it would appear that but 
a small number travel into the interior, or else that 
the regulation is not very strictly complied with. 

The injnnctioD to render the party assistance in 
ewe ef Deed was Tory strong, and among ether 
things igieeified lo be ftmisbedj was dmtMt^, whidi 



was tlumght to look somewhat ominous in this 
country of banditti. In spite of the positive terms 
in which the passport was expressed, it was found 
of little effect in procuring tliem nuiles or horsis ; 
and it was not till after much trouble and disap- 
pointment on many rides, that horses wsvs at last 
obtained from the post establishment. 

On the 16th May they were ready to set out, 
and were accompanied for some miles by Mr, 
Biggs, whose friendly advice and assistance they 
had often, during the jaunty reason to be thanfclnl 
for. It saved them much inconvenience, and was 
the cause of their being provided with many little 
comforto, witboat wUeb ttey would have sofltoed 
privation. 

Their proposed route was up the valley of the 
Rio de Cnxavillo, the river next to die northward 
of tlio Rimac. Leaving Lima, they passed throiwh 
the suburbs of San Lazaro, at the gate of which, 
and for the only time during the journey, they 
-were desured to show their passports. Some little 
difficulty arose, and an int«ndon was expressed to 
uiilnad the baggage-mule for examination. This, 
however, was soon removed by the reading of the 
passport, and the examination ended in manybews, 
and the repeated exclamation, Go on, go oa ! 
God speed you 1" Such was the talismanic effect 
of an official document at the period of our visit. 

After leaving the ci^, their route lay along the 
mai-gin of the exbeadr^ pbun that borders en the 
sea, at the foot and over tli low hills which skirt 
it. Many coluimiB of dust and loose particles of 
sand were seen rising from the heated plain, stirred 
by the action of the wind, forming vortices of con- 
siderable diameter and elevation. Clouds of smoke, 
too, were visible in the distance, proceeding, ac- - 
conling to the information of their guides, from the 
burning of the euie-brakes. The Ptemviau willow, so 
much resenibling the LonibarJy poplar in its fi»rm, 
was much admired, and the cuutrasi in the landscape 
between the barren eiay-coloured hilb and tlie bright 
green of the iisif^ted fit ids was veiy femark*hle. 
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At the di»txince of threo luugucs from Limay they 
paM.sed througli the ruiiiH of an Iiica town, situated 
(as they uniformly found them nfterv^a^ds) just on 
the border of the irrigated valley. The walls of the 
town were very thick, built of mud and nnbornt 
brick, atTiglit anc^Icfl, very innrli after the Trinrir-ru 
manner ; the liilb also were seen covered with the 
ruins of Indian tuUdiiifi^ •ome of Ouat tmwmbllng 
fortifications. 

They uow turned up a beautiful valley, on tlic 
irrigated fields of which were seen herds of 
honied oatUe, honea, and goatv** P^oof that 
the irrigated land b not exohmiTdy used far 
tUla^'e. 

At six leagues from Lima they reached Pon- 
diorua, the iint stopping-place ; but the party 

concluded to ro a Icagtio b<'yontl it to rulinllcros, 
where they passed the uight. They arrived there 
iu sufficient time to make a short excursion to the 
banks of the lUo de CaxaviUOf wiiich appeared a 
larger stream than the Bimae. 

Around Caballeros are very extensive meadows 
and fields of clover. The posada was found occu- 
pied by the guard and mnteteen who aeted as a 
convoy of silver from Pasco. They jave up the 
only room in the house for- our gent'emen, into 
wUch they were shown, and where a good supper 
was provided for them, while the guard took up 
their quarters in the yard. The metal, it was ob- 
served, wiis in large niii'ises of pina, soiiio of tliem 
heavy enoueh to be a load for a mule, and an in- 
convenient burden to mn away with. 

They passed the night on the tables and mde 
seats, under cover, — a luxury they hud not yet 
learned to appreciate. 

At midnight they felt the shock of an onrth- 
quake. A distant hollow sound wa^ at fiVBt huaid, 
which seemed to approach, increasuig rapidly, and 
before they oould spring to their feet, the house 
was rolled and shaken aa if it had been on an agi. 
tated sea. Mr. Rich nixyH iliat it was with diffi- 
culty lie oould hold himself on the table where he 
had beoi lying. The natives of tlie adjoining huts 
ran out into the road, uttering horrible shrieks, 
striking their breasts, and offering up pmyers to 
tlie Holy Virgin to protect them. The shock con- 
tinued severe for forty seconds, bat lasted alto- 
gether about two minutes ; it prodoeed a slight 
nausea, like scu sickness, which continued for some 
time afterwards^ and a bewildering sensation, that 
rendend it difficult to collect their ideas to speak. 
The sound resembled that produced by throwing 
stones over precipices, so as to roll on hollow 
ground beneath. This esrthqnske was the most 
violent tiiat had been experienced for some time, 
and was felt sensibly at Lima and through all 
Lower Peru. No material damage was done, — in 
consequence, according to the people of the oouu- 
try, of its not getting to the mr/aee. 

Early on the 17th the party se#ont itp the r^rv 
moumaiu valley, tlie soil uf which is coniptised of 
stones and loose powdery earth. This kind of 
ground continued for five leagues, with not a drop 
of water, nor was a plant or bird collected ; no- 
thing was seen growing but a few till-m Isiai. On 
this route they passed many crosses, marking the 
spots where tb«rs had hsMi loss of lift : n sight 
that was not calculated to excite pleasing thoughts, 
and bringing to mind not only the great number of 
murders that had taken phwe, b«t the daily oceor- 



renco of attacks npon small parties of travellers bj 

the desperadoes of Peru. 

Immediati ly on the confines of this dreary waste 
is Yanga, a deserted-looking place, but having 
some good gardens and orchards. At noon tbej 
reached Santa Rosa de Quivi, a small place, where 
they procured some good fruit. After travelling 
two leagues, they at dark reached Yaso, and 
8top])ed at the postmaster's house ; be was not at 
home, but tbey were permitted to sleep in the 
porch or veranda. Nothing edible was to be found 
in the village, except a few potatoes, after sapping 
on which, they dispoeed themselTeo on the clay 
and stocen, with their arros ready for servirp, — a 
precaution necessai'y at times, even in the most 
frequented places in Peru. 

Durinp; the day, they had been mneb nTinnyed 
by saud-iUes and fleas ; besides these, tiiey had a 
few mnsquitoss, bnt the latter am aeldoBi felt in 
Penit 

The semming of parrots dniiig the night, had 
announce<l tliat some change had taken phtce in 
the vegetation. In the morning they found this 
to he the ttm. The Isnd in the vicinity of the town 
was cultivated, and some good orchards and f^r U'^ 
of clover were seen ; the mountains, which had 
hitherto hom gray with tiHandsiaa, had now 
suined a greenish tinge. Agaves made theur appear- 
ance here, and a few miles beyond, the hills be- 
came entirely green : all showed that a different 
region had been entered. The inclined roofs of the 
huts proved that rains were experienced, and that 
it w.'ts found rir cr sary by the inhabitants to pro* 
tect themselvea irom them. 

Tlie valley had now become more contracted, 
and level ground was seldom seen ; the mountains 
increased in elevation, the roads and scenery par- 
taking of the character of Madeira. Cascades were 
seen springing from almost the very summits of 
the high peaks ; cattle wer*^ ^ra^ing, and occa- 
sional cultivated patclies were min^icd with the 
pasture-grounds ; the aid of irrigation was no 
lunger necessary ; and the Cordillera plants of the 
Flora Peniviaiui, with the vej;etjition made known ! 
by lluiaboidt aud Bonpland, were recogui&ed. At 
noon, after travelling six leagues, they reached 
Oblrajillo, the rendetrous of the two cdebrated 
Spanish botanists, Rnis and Pavon, authors of 
the Flora Peruviana. 

There are three towns, Obrajillo, Canta, aud San 
Miguel, about a mile distant from each other, said 
to contain three or four thousand inhabitants. At 
Obrajillo, the general to whom they had letters of 
introduction was not at home ; some dilBenlty In 
getting mules occurred in consequence, and it was 
not until much time and patience had been ex- 
haust. 1. that our gentlemen understood the real 
difficulty, which wasj, that the horses thev had 
broaglitfrom the low eooutry, were not eonadered 
capable of standing the cold and fatigue of tlie 
mountains, the owners at Lima having refused to 
allow their mules to cross the mountains. They 
were assisted, however, in proeoxiqg mules and 
guides by the general's son. 

Obrajillo, the largest of the three t jnviip, con- 
tains about one hundred cottages. It has a stone 
church, with two towers, apparently of some age, 
%vhieh fronts on tlie open s^piare. The dwel!iiiLS i 
are of one story, without floors, and almost with- 
out fiuniture; yet ft Is said to be the residenQe of 
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many wealthy people. How trne this may be, it 

waa impoaaible fn m a] ; > arances to determine, 
for the high and low, the rich and the puor, ail 
aeetn to live in the same styles 

The difficulties that occurred m procuring mules 
for their journey, had delayed them so long, as to 
place it out of their power to proceed before the 
next day. The opportunity of Tiaitins ibm environs 
was taken, and a large oolfoetkm of planta was ob- 
tninrr^, thp nniinals being found in the right season 
fur makiug culkctions. The cascade which was 
seen aa they a|ipr(!ached was viaitad, tnoA exhibited 
a picturesque and beautiful a^teumoa^ even when 
it was four miles distant 

At Obrajillo there are many pretty gardens and 
fields, under » gpod state of ooltiratioD. The 
roadside ttsdf ktoiied like » flowepfnden, and 
flowers of evevy hue were eeen on ettlier side, 
calceokriu^ tobelios, &c. 

Here was tiie first point where they had met the 
llama used as a beast of burden; the load which 
they carry is from seventy to ninety pounds. 

On the 19th, at an early hour, some vagabonds, 
assuming the name of Chilians, itent the rounds 
of the Tillage, helping themselves to every thing 
they desired, to tlie utter dlsinuy . f ili- inhabitants, 
who made no resistance. Tiie consequence waa, 
that having neglected to supply theHiMTes with 
bread the evening before, they lost the opportunity 
of doini; it. This was a serious inconvenience, for 
Obrajillo Hupplies the n^ier country with bread, as 
Lima does the lower, and it is proenred with diflBi- 
culty, except at these two phces. Potatoes were 
therefore taken as a substitute, though a very in- 
convenient one, from their great weight and bulk. 

They were on the route by six ^dook, and an 
hour's ride brought them to a spot where the river 
formed a very picturesque rapid, soon after which 
they entered into a wild ana romantic ^MH^ be- 
tween steep aocUvities and preeipiees of immense 
height. 

At ten o'clock they reached Culn.'il. n listanee 
of live leagues ; it contains about thirty cottages; 
Hs height is believed to be ten ihonasnd fleet aMve 
the sea, and here cultivation cea^ei, ending with 
the potato, tropiieolua), oxalis, and basella. The 
second region of plants also terminates here; and 
now CMu^ the ** Paramera," or pasture region of 
the Andes, avoided by the inhiU>itants of the lower 
districts on account of the cold. This third region 
gives erowth to a set of plants which make a 
gradual trantntion from tfiose of the seoond region 
to low alpine scraggy busli! nonr- of which exct^rfl 
two feet in height. The L'araniera is remai'kable 
for a dense sward of coarse grass, and low herba- 
Moas plants^ prineq^jr of tiie order composlteB. 
The fiowers of the latter it was reinaTkea wen 
particularly large in proportion to the plant. These 
form a nch pasturage for the flocks and herds, 
which are seen feedmg hi tike vaUeya and idong 
the sides of the hills. 

No cultivation is attempted beyond Culnai, and 
but two spaeisn of OMii were met idfli abme this 
peittfe. 

^ley bad hitherto fat the meet part followed a 

northerly direction, but now tiny divprged more 
to the north-east. The temperature was falling as 
tiiejr aseeoded, the air was clear and bracing, and 
the scenery as they advanced became m<>re in- 
teresting and even sublime. To its wild and pre- 



d|ntoas featttiea was now added the high snowy 

peak of La Vinda in tin distance, and some few 
sjiots of snow were occasionally seen in places 
sheltered from the son's rays. The mule-paths 
had become mrrnw, and when they met with 
umles, which was oiu-n the case, it l>ecame neces- 
sary to turn under the rocks, until the path was 
clear. On one ooeaaiao, one of ttie party allowed 
his ranle to take the outside ; the emiseqneuee was 
that a muleteer shovod mule and rider several (< < t 
over the bank. No injury was received, and the 
dilemma passed off with a good laugh at the fright. 

The sagacity of the nuiles on these occasions is 
remarkable. They aUays endeavour to cling to 
the wall side, and will uicceed in doing it if not 
prevented by the rider. Their caution is gn-at 
when they appi^end danger in pasMiig over ^teep 
places ; the instant danger was anticipated, tlu' 
nose and fore feet were used to ascertain its ex- 
tent, which done, the aniroatseantionsly ppoeeoded, 
and reached the bottom with great caro and Oiae 
both to the rider and thcmaelves. 

About three o'clock they had fifaied the fourth 
or alpine region, wliere tfaiey were met witli sharp 
and cutting winds, accompanied witfi hail and 
snow, that proved very uncomfortable lo tin ir 
sunburnt faoies : this was supposed to be at an 
elevation of about fifteen thousand feet Our gen- 
tlemen now felt the effects of the elevation in 
headache, difficulty of brt^aihiug, and excessive 
kssitude. The crest of the CordilleTM ia at thia 
place a league in width, the sorfaeo very uneven, 
containing small lakes without outlets, sunk in 
deep hollows; beyond thin the streams whieh form 
the extreme sources of the Amazon were running 
to the eastward* After tnveHmg two leagues on 
a gentle deecenty thcj arrived at Ckaa Gaaofao 
about dusk. 

Caaa Cancha consists of three huts, and is no- 
thing more than a muleteers' rendesvous; ths place 
was in charge of two women, who in expression, 

if not in form, might have been taken for witches. 
The accommodations, if they may be so called, 
were an apartment common to all the inmates, 

with no fastening to tbr door or windows, with- 
out a fire, and uollnng but the hard ground to he 
upon. 

At night the thermometer frequent^ &Us to the 
freezing- pomt, end the climate is Bke that of win- 
ter; there is not, however, a stick of wood nor any 
resinous umbelliferEe, as on the ChiUan Andes, to 
be had, and the cooking is done with turf when it 
cnn be obtained, but dry cowdung ia most com- 
irionly used for this purpose. This is the only and 
the best establishment the place affords; even the 
first females in the countn can procure no better 
aecommodatiatts, and will bear it fcof tiie night 
with contentment. 

As a special mark of distinction, a smaller apart- 
ment was assigned to our gentlemen, in a hut ad- 
joining that in which their pupper was cooked, of 
which they witnessed the preparation. The cook- 
ing range was of peculiar construction, and might 
serve as a pattern its a modem emitiMe, It oe- 
eupied one esnie» of the ^wrtment, and qipeared 
to be convenient and Will adapted to tbo wanta of 
the inmates. 

After n time the fore-quarter of mutton made 
its appearance in the hands of their landlady, 
scorched to a cinder. Being unprovided with a 
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Imifit, «he began to Uut It into ■nail pieeM wHh 

bcr fingers. Our geotlemen remonstrated, but 
nothii)}; would 8t«ip her until nearly every morsel 
of it luid |>aa^d through her dixt^ lnBdn» This, 
added to her etate of intoxieatian, cauaed anme uf 
them to loae th«r eopper from ifafler disgust, 
though all agreed tliat she carved ov tolV it into 
pieces iu a must dextei'uus manner. 

After rapper they were informed by their gaides, 
in much cor'^trniufion, that a band of Chilian 
nuurauders apiiruaching; the whole establish^ 
nent was in great iqn*oar. The party, however, 
proved to be a convoy. The <^eer in charge was 
civil, and engaged freely in conTcnation on the 
pending contest between Chili nnd Peru. 

Daring tlie night tlie P^rty were very much 
troubled witb beadaehe ana difficnity in breathing; 
tliey passed an uncomfortable night on the clay 
Hour. The tlierraometer iu the doorway stood in 
the morning at 33*. 

Casa Cancha is in a valley surrounded by lofty 
mountains. Its height, upon the authority of a 
gentit iiKLii ut I iiiui, is fourteen thouBand five hun- 
dred ieet above the level of the sea. Fasturage in 
ito vicinity is good; aheep uid cattle are abundant: 
bread ftnr] iiotatoes are brought over the mountains 
from Obi-ajillo: of these they have oftentimes but 
ft aeanty mpplyi which was the eaee at this period. 
The evening previous to their arrival a tbeft had 
taken place there,— a gentleman had had hie 1!re- 
arms Ktolen ; a great iwes, wli* n one takes hito con- 
coitsideratiun Uie nature uf the eounti;y, and the 
dangera to be encountered in travel luig. 

On the morning of the 20th, with one exception, 
they were all affected with vomiting, headache, 
and fever, and still suffering much from difficulty 
iu breathing ; this is usually felt on first visiting 
these elevated regions, and is said to be particularly 
so at iil-Iit. 

Tlie morning proved an boisterous with frequent 
haiUahoweta, tint they determined to remain the 

day, to rest their mules and recruit them»elves. 
Their breakfaist was mure acceptable tliau the last 
night'k aapper ; it co i wiBlad of oUa-podridft and 
nuik. 

As the weather allowed lliem to botanize, they 

set out in two parties, but had not been occupied 
over two hours, before Utey were overtaken by a 
aavere anoWi«torm, which entirely covered op all 
Btnall plants, atid made itdiffienlifar then to aeala 

the ixwks. 

Ou the 2l8t, they had determined to proceed to 
BafiM, which from the deioription of their guidM, 
who wei'e ignorant however of the rooto bejpmid 

Casa Cancha, they had been led to baUeVe CO 
the eastern slope of the mountain. 

They atarted at an early hour, with the wild 
gee«e flying and feeding around them, determining 
to visit Atpamarca, wiiich is distant from Ca^ 
Cancha about two leagues ; but owing to their 
(uidea being mmequaiuted with the pttbiL tliey 
w^ led idtoot among the mouataina, and over 
extensive plains, covered witli coarse herbage. 
A variety of boMtiful flowers were found, and 
many doroeatioated IfamuM were aeen feeding. At 
eleven o'clock tliry phmibled, as if by accident, on 
the place, consisinig of a number of huts; one of 
these showed the welcome sign of bread for sale, 
viz., a basket stuck upon • long pole ; and they 
were fortunato in procmriag acme amaU roUa. 



Alpamaroa proved to be in the viciidlj of a 
silver-mine, and here they found a goodly comjMiny 
of Peruvian gentlemen, collected from various 

auarters, and among them the general to whom 
ley had hnnight lettore to ObrajiUo. They were 
received with great Icindneea and atteotion ; the 
company insisted ujon their dismounting, and 
gave them the cheer tliey had prepared for them- 
selves, which waa readily ])artaken of. It was 
served in a large gourd -shell, and consisted of A 
Spanish hotch-potcli, or oUa, with carrots, pot- 
garlic, pepper, and small bits of mutton. 1 1 was 
observed, aa the eatefaka were diaappearing, tluU 
the Spamah dona B«i«r and tiien would partoke ot 
the tidbits by reaching over their fIk ulders from 
behind. This repast was well timed, for our party 
bad been fiwihig auffide&Uy hu^; to eaaUe tiMm 
to do ample jutstice to it. 

The Peruvians sent for the sopermtendent of 
the mine, and in the mean time showed the procees 
of extraetmg tlie silver, which waa aa foUowa : the 
ore is broken up until it reaemblea earth ; it la 
tlit'ii iiitii ;-L lai'L^'e round vat, an<I mixed 

with mercury and water ; six or eight mules are 
then turned m and driv^ round and rcrand, until 
the amalgam is formed ; if in then put into a 
vi»£e], and Stirred with water until tiie earth 
mixes with i^ and the water being poured oflT, 
leaves the aimUgaiii, frbenee the tMnmrf ia finally 
evaporated. 

The (iif ap] i .irs to be taken almost entirely 
from the surface. It ia poor, and the mines do 
not yield noch profit. Vnmn are many (dd veina 
that have been exten'^ivrly worked, but owi^g to 
their depth have been abandoned. 

The superintendent arrived after a while ; ha 
proved to be an English miner (Mr. R. Bevan), 
who had been twenty years in the country. He 
was (Ulir^'lited to see our party, saying that an 
American and Eoslishman were all the same in 
Peru, and tliat he had not beard bla own language 
spoken fur t wo ymrs. He informed them that the 
old Spaniards had worked the mines cheaper than 
any one has been able to do since. They wera 
large landholders, and contrived to keep them- 
selves in debt to their tenants; this they always 
paid in manufactured goods, very iniK-li in Jeuumd 
with the Indians who work^ tlie mines, thua 
makhig a double profit en Ae ivagea. At the pre- 
sent timf the mines arf wnrlted by Indians of a 
mixed blood, who have a language of tlseir own. 
They are much addicted to the use of coca, (the 
leaf of the erj throxylun oieo, which ia mixed and 
masticated with ^inoa,) and without a supply of 
this leaf they will not work. 

Mr. Bevan took the party to the mine, which ia 
aome diataaee vp the monntaina. Much difficnity 
was experienced in breathing the rarefied atmos- 
phere, and great fatigue in walking; su much so, 
that it was necessary to stop every few steps to 
rest; and what was surpriBing, Mr. Bevan and the 
Indians who accompanied him appeared to be 
more affected than any of the party. He assured 
them it was the same even with the Indians bom 
on the spot, showing that neiUier time norolher dy- 
cumstanees can adapt a constitution to this elevated 
region. On reaching the mouth of tite mine, they 
saw several emaciated and ghastly-looking Indians 
seated near the entrance ; they descended a few 
yards into it^ but found that time would not admit 
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of tTie f^clay necessary to paas down to the places 
c they were at work ; and wishing to devot« 
tlu ir attention to t1l0 iBteresting region of botany 
in which they then woH^ they gftvo up their pur- 
pose of descending. 

On no part of their joonmr did they find so 
amy remarkable nJaata as on thia moontam. 

Towards the middle of the afternoon they r«- 
tunied to the hut, when they determined to pro- 
ceed to BaAos. Previous to leaving AJpamarca. 
they had aomo diffienlty with tiio goidee, who were 
dis'^at tsfied with their bargain; it therefnre required 
some management to prevent them from deserting 
altogether, and ea i w e d our gentlemen some fear 
hMt they might be compelled to return ; but after 
mtt<^ dispute, tiie guides consented to proceed, 
alrhou-h it nuiHt lip allowed that the hai^gain Was 
{ftr from being advantageous to them. 

Along tho niad to BiShM they passed some high 
ridges, with snow an ! ice coming at thnr^n down to 
the path ; also lakes in deep ravmeL somewhat re- 
sembling aoDudl craters, whieh»lilKe aU Ae rest they 
had seen, were tenanted by numeroiis water-fowl. 

The crest of the Andes did not appear here qnite 
so broad as it had been found to be four leagues to 
the southward, but its elevation was thought to be 
greater. The oondnnoos ranges of snowy peals in 
the direction of Pasco were very striking. The 
Indians have names for all the most remarkable 
onea» but the Spaniards embrace the wtaok^ toge- 
ther with tho fOEincipal one^ ondor tha nana of La 
Vinda. 

From the direction of the descent to the north- 
ward and westward, they began to suspect they 
were desoendmg upon the western slope of the CSbr- 

dill>'ra^ instr-rifj rjf tlie r-a^^t'-rn ; tliis proved to be 
tite case, which was no small disappointment^ as it 
was their orighud intention to re<ich the wooded 
district on the eastern slope, termed ** Montanas." 
In this tliey were therefore disappointed. As they 
proceeded the country improved, tlie climate be- 
came milder, aud the soil richer } on their way 
they crossed a small stream, which was said to be 
tlie s iiircn of the river Chancai. 

At dark they reached naiu>a, which tSOOmptited 
to be upwards of five leagues from Ghfla Gsjicha. 
Banos is considered to be at about the same eleva- 
tion as Culnai, but the descent is more rapid to the 
former. According to the custom of the country, 
tli^ miplied to the alcalde fur accommodatioas, who 
is obliged, according to Uw, to fnnHsh tntrellers 
With a h nifli , if the town should possess none for 
the use of strangers, free of expense, and to pro- 
vide tliem with a cook ; the travellers buy tlieir 
own provisions^ and pay for the cooking, one real 
for each dish. 

Bafios is celebrated for its mineral hot-springs, 
fnm which it derives its name ; thoy flow from ^ 
base <^a high monntain. 

The town consists of ahnut thirty houses and a 
church, ot which the inhabitants are very proud. 
It is a neat village, sitoated in a deep ravine, by 
the side of a tumbling stream, liounaed on both 
sides by mountains three thousand feet high. The 
mountain sides appear eo jsit i'i|)itrius, that the 
remark was made by one of the party, ** tliat he 
eouM not enneei ve why the oattia that were feeding 

OO tbeir sides did not fall off." 

Along the matvin of the stream, carnations, 
pink^ aloek giUy&nran^ and FMOok maiigolda 
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are naturalized ; the pinks grow in i 
hers in oveigr cmok aud crevioe. 
The eabbagea here are woody and ar b ere e eent, 

like tlifj cow or tree-cabbago, the trunk and briijcl;es 
bemg quite hard and 
have at a distanea aoa 
mansia euavcoiens. 

The thermometer stood at 60°, and the weather, 
in compiirison with the dapr before, was quite mild. 

The soil in this valley m good, and eiUtivated in 
aome plaees with care; no froit was observed. 
The largest trees were a species of elder and 
a buddlea ; calceolaria, salvia, and heliotropium 
abounded. 

On (he 22nf1 tlicy determined to remain at Baiios. 
At an early liuur in tlie morning they found the 
village deserted, and it appeared on inquiry that all 
the tniialutants had gone abroad to tend their herds. 
For tiie purpoae of talchig as wide n nngo as pos- 
siblc in .'-l arch of plants, our fjontlemen separated, 
some i:> lug upy while others descended ; they all 
met uitli greataneesm in their botanical rtrs.'arrhes. 
Dr. Pickering attempted the ascent of one of the 
summits ; by uoou he had reached a high eleva- 
tion, and looking up, he espied a huge condor sunr- 
ing down the viSley. He stopped to oliserve the 
majestic bird as it aidled slowly along. ' To bis 
surpri-ic it took a turn around him, tlien a second 
and a third, the last time drawing so near that lie 
began to apprehend it meditated an attadc. He 
describes himself as being in the worst possible 
condition for a fight, his strength being exhausted 
by climbing, and his right hand having been lamed 
for some days from a hurt^ The nature of tlie 
ground, too, was any thing bat fhTOurable fur de- 
fence ; but there was nothing left l ut to i repam 
for a fight, and with this intent he took a tif at and 
drew his knife. At the instant, as if intimidated 
by the sight of the weapon, the bird whirled off in 
a different direction. Dr. Pickering confessed, 
however humiliating the acknowlcd^m nt, that he 
was the time very well satisfied with the con- 
dor^ determination to kt him ahme. 

Dr. Pickering was enabled to reach the Vidga 
that bounded the valley, but there were many 
higher beyond. The view thence was magnificent, 
overlooking to the west eight distinct ridges be- 
tween him and the sea, which was scarcely defined 
enough to bo made out with any certainty. He 
descended hy the same route again to the village. 
The alcalde disoovering that one of the party ( Mr. 
Agate) was an artist, became extremely anxious 
that ho should make a sketch of his father-in law, 
an old revolutionary aaldiar, who resided thcro. 
As the son-in-law had been so attantiv^and ofisrsd 
them so many civilities, among others tne loan of a 
silver dish, spoon, and fork, he could do ij > 
than gratify these wishes. For this purpose tho 
M man dreased himself hi his uniform. The task 
of sitting ^v-is almost too much for him, and he was 
nearly overcomo with the excitement and exertion. 
The old man was greatly delighted with the pic- 
ture, as were all tlraae about Um, eaooj^t the Bon> 
in-law, who expressed great diasatiafbetion that it 
should be without legs, it being only a half-length, 
and offered a lante prioe to have them put on ; but 
time did not admit of it. 

Mr. Agate's first effort wn^ deemed so success- 
ful that his reputation was at ouce established at 
Balloa^andakoffCly alterwavda ko was oaUednpan 
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b)' the sacristau to engage liliu to paiut the four 
Evangelists for the church. Price waa no object, 
provided he could do it, and they wonhi hewdes 
consider it as a great fivrour. 

Smiik- of the bystandri'^ propo'^f'fl to have the 
cotisiablc paiuted, and pointed to a strapping big 
negro. 

Tho houses literally contamed no furniture, and 
the silver lent to our party was believed to consti- 
tute the only valuable in the place. Tho only 
articlea bendes that were leen were aome rou^ly- 
suide wooden spoons, earthen dMiei^ end trater. 
jugs, a few boards made into a rough table, with a 
aUxil or two, and a bedstead made of canes and 
plastered with clay. In no part of the Uidted 
States, whether in the cabins of the far west, or in 
the poorest suburbs of our eastern cities, are per- 
sons to be Heen living in sucli a niiaerable manner. 
The country-people of Peru, notwithstanding they 
are enmunded tvHh every thing to melee ihani 
comfortAble, want the knowledge and indoBliry to 
use the advantages nature lias given them. 

On the 2.Hrd they left Banos on their return. 
Notwithstanding their horses had had some rest, 
their backs were in a shocking state, but the sores 
did not seem to be regarded much by the guides, 
who applied soap to them ; they scolded and 
hiamed the Eiwfadi Middles^ which tiiey celled 
*• gallapagos turtles." 

The party bad determined to make anuiher vij»it 
to Alpanuesy hot the gtiides would not listen to it, 
giving as a reason that they should have their 
horses stolen if they went. While this discussion 
was going on, they met a person who informed 
them that the only pontons now there were Indians. 
As th«r only inducement to retam wse the eg r ae - 
able company they had left, they acceded to their 
guides' views, aud taking another direction, arrivfMi 
at Casa Cancha in the afternoon. At night some 
Chilian cavalry arrived, which caused great alarm 
among the occupants of the huts and the guides, 
for fear of losing their horses, a disaster wliich 
they said often oocarred when such visiters came. 
The emnmuder pteved to he a gentlemanly per- 
son, and rendered our party much assistance. This 

£arty had left Pu^aco, the chief mining place of 
lOwer Pent, in the morning, and represented it as 
a place of considerable trade, containing many 
foreign residents, including English, American, 
French, and (Jerman. He stated that the Qukhua 
language was spoken there, and that the Spanish 
was not commonly understood. 

The town of Pasco is at an elevation of thirteen 
thousand feet, and situated in the plain of fysin 
Juan, at the head of two ravines or guUics, one 
called Bumiallana, leading to the northward, and 
the other Huanueo, to the eastward, where the 
two great veins of Colquijirca and Pariajirca unite. 
These are supposed to extend some seventy miles 
in length, and the town of Paaoo is ntnated at their 
junction. Thr y:\rt of the ground that has been 
broken up, aud in which ores have been found, is 
about half a mile in length in a north and south 
direetioin, and about ooe-fonrtb of a mile east wad 
west within the whole of this extsnt orsa faaTs 
been mined of greater or less value, and the mines 
formerly worked and now deserted are said to 
amount to upwards of a thoHBsnd. 

Thf^ town of Pasco is surrounded on three sidoB : 
iiortl) cii^t .lud south by hills of blue limestone j on 



the west tlie hills are of sandstone, and on the 
south-west of a blue slate. All the ores of the 
Cwro are fezTii|(iniNiSy and the silver nearest to the 
snrfaee is ooatained In an oehreoos imn-etone. 

In particular spots the silver is foim ^ ruixed with 
lead and copper, and at variable depths in different 
localities the ores rest on a bed of solid ir«)n pyrites, 
which in some mines yield silver and in others not. 

The plain of San Juan on the north is divided 
into many mining districts, to which names are 
ghren to ^atinguiui them more readiW. The aouth- 
emmoet of these is called Zsnriooebay and eoo> 
tains several mines, from which great wealth has 
been produced since tho revolution. This is the 
region from which all the richest ores have been 
produced, and it has been always looked upon as 
the most important district in the Cerro. 1 1 is be- 
lieved that further south, between this point and 
the hill of Uliaehim, some good ores exist j but no 
attempt has yet heett made to mhfie there. 

In the district of S. rit.i 1? sa, lying west of 
Zauricocha, tlie greatest quantity of ore has been 
raised : it has been worked down to the level of 
the adit ; and in several mines, where good ore 
has been discovered, they have descended to a 

lower level, drainage havii^ been efTeetad hgr hand- 
pumpiitt. 

On the eaal of the Zsnrleodut la the district 

called Aranillapata, in which few mines an- nnw 
worked ; the ore which is produced, although 
abundant in particular spots, is net rleh* 

Immediately within the town there are some few 
mines that are good, but there has never been any 
extensive work carried on. It is believed tiiaipni> 
titable ore yet remains to be discovered. 

Cayac, aaotbsr district lying north of Zam^oo- 
cha, is worked to some profit j the upper adit 
from the north-west reaches it, and several mines 
in it have been yielding good returns. 

To the north of Cayac are the Chucarillo and 
Zauracancha districts, the working of the mines in 
which had been impeded by water accumulated 
since tlie breaking out of the revolutionary war. 
The upper adit, leading from the gol^ ol Rnmial* 
tana, is carried above themj and they oonseqpiantly 
derive no benefit from it. 

To the north of these last two distiriels Ues the 
plain of San Juan ; there are a few pmall veins 
nmning through nome parts of it, but no important 
discovery has yet been made, although many mines 
have been opened and canned down to depths of 
from one hundred and twenty to cue hundred and 
fifty feet. Tho lower adit, from the gully of Ru- 
miallaua, is to run through it, and may open to the 
jiroprietora some diseovexiaa to neompMiw liMm 
for their labours. 

The whole number of mines considered rich in 
tlie different diatrietiib he emmMntad aa IbI- 
lows : 

In Zauricocha 12 to 14. 

SaiitA Rota 20 to 35. 

Cayac ........ 10 to IS. 

Chucarillo 0 to S. 

Zauneanelia . . . . . 10 to IS. 

Each of these mines comprises a space of one 

hundred and eighty feet long by ninet y f 1 1 t wide. 

The silver ores are estimated by a measure 
called a box of ore, which oontahia twenty-five 

mole-loadn nf tm nrrobas, nr twenty-five pounds 
each. £ach box varies in value from six Spanish 
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nwrea to three thoiMmd ; former being the 

lowest which, under thi= m ^^t favourablf^ ciicnui 
btauces, will pay the cobt uf working. The poorest 
IB of course the most ahandent. 

The miner who can raise ores in eonftiderablc 
quantities, which will give ten to twelve marcs per 
box, docH well. 

The produce of the mines nnoe the doee of the 
rwohtnonary war, htm amoiinted to llio IbUowfaig, 
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To Una nay he added one^fifth for lOTer that 

has not pai I duties. 

The first adit of importance driven into the 
mines, was that of San .Juda.s, which pansed the 
wall of the vein of Zauricocha, in the year 1794. 
By means of thb adit, very i-ich ores were rabed, 
especially from the king's mine. In the year 1800, 
the present deep adit, from which so much was 
expected, was begun ; for eoverhig fhe expenBes of 
constructing it, the body of mineix imi>08ed a duty 
of one real per marc on all silver melted in the 
government assajr-effiee. This adit reached in 
1R30 the south-west edge of the metalliferous 
ground of Santa Rosa, up to which time the whole 
of its course had been in a hard rock. An auxiliary 
adit was then eommenced, fiftjr-four feet above 
tiie level of the main one, and both of theae works 
have been carried on until the present time. The 
ground above being better adapted for dridng in, 
the upper adit is in advance of the lower one 
thouBand five hundred feet, and has arrived at the 
district of Cayac The lower adit has reached the 
mines situated upon tlie vein of Zauricocha, with- 
out baviflf eat a aiagle Teiii or deposit of ore in 
itstrandt. There are several rieh tnines a little hi 
adv:iii. r of this adit, some i f which have been 
hitherto drained by hand-pumps, and which must 
be shortly very much benefited by it; for, although 
they extend below the leve! of thcadit, yet they will 
have some fifty feet of pump-hft less. It will ex- 
cite some wonder that steam is not now employed 
hi the draining of such Taluable mines. It has, 
however, been tried ; a few y^rs pre^ooa to the 
revolution, four Bteaiu-engines, of thirty -horse 
power each, were brought out from England, and 
three of them put up m the districts of Santa 
Rosa, Cajac, and Zauracancha. That of Zauri- 
cocha was not set up, but the other three were 
worked with some success. 

A ]«vd waa drivoD from the enghie-shtit of 
Skata Reaa into tiie mines of Zsaneodm, and 
lUb ores were raised. The engine of Caynr di l 
little more than assist that of Zauricocha, which, 
on account of the greater quantity of water, was 
barely able to do the work ref[uired of it. The ex- 
pense incurred by the house of Abodia in this 



I nndertaUng was upwards of rfx bmidmd tfKmsaBd 

dollars, and at the moment when they had begun 
to receive a good return for their capital, the revo- 
lution broke ov^ and the troubles incident to it 
put a stop to their work, and left them with that 
amount of loss. Subsequently, at the close of the 
war, the engine of Santa Rosa was again put in 
operation i and in parts of the jrears 1826 and 
1827, a eonsldeTable quantity of lAver was pro- 
duced bymi iTis if the drainage effected by it. 

Some abortive attempts were made to use tho 
engine of Zauricocha, from 1829 to 1833 ; but 
since the latter perioti th^ have all been alMUI> 
doned, aa unserviceable. 

The cstablisliments for grinding and amalga- 
maUng the ores are situated at irtun one mUa to 
three leagtMB ftom the mfaiea : tiioee neereot ih% 
town are deficient in water for several mcntlib Ui 
the year. The construction of all these mills is 
rude, and much power is lost. A mill will grind 
two hundred boxes of the hardest ore, if it have 
a constant stream of water. The amalgamatiou of 
the ore with mercury is effected by its being trod- 
den bv horsea in circular eneloaurss, wftnt^ining 
from five to ton boxes. The eonsimiptiott of mer> 
cnry, including mechanical and chemical loss, is 
about one pound for each marc of silver produced. 

No attempto have yet besn aaade at voaatiDg any 
of the ores. 

Coal-mines are met with in various parts of tho 
country, at the distance of from two to seven 
leagues ; the price is one real for an arruba, but 
might be nraen redaesd if tiie horiness were pro- 
perl>' .■itfrrji.li-'il tn. 

Various piaus have been formed at Lima, and in 
England, to pareiiaaa and wwk these minea, hat 
wiih wliat snccess is very nnwrtain ; the attempts 
have gcneially been supposed to have resulted iu a 
loss. Speculation is always rile in search of these 
valuable ores, and pruspeots of great gain are in- 
variably held oot to tliose wlio engage in them ; 
hut tliere is much difficulty in getting the business 
into successful operation. The great error com- 
mitted by all the English compunies established in 
1025, for working mines in Spanish America, was 
in saddling themselves with great numbers of 
people, engaged at high salaries, and workmen at 
extrsivagant wag^ ; the expenses ^*t^d'wg this 
force swallowed np much of the funds Iwlbre any 
work was begun. These included not only inspec- 
tors and miniug-captains, but artisans, all of whom 
were sent from England. From » total ehange of 
' life and circumstances, the mining-captains and 
artisans almost invariably turned out in a short 
time drunkards, and became good for nothing. In 
aome cases miners were brought out, and these 
tamed oat still more wertfalcsa than either of the 
two former classes. The^, indeed, did morti work 
than tlie ludtans, but their wagee were higher, and 
the expenses for their hnportation in addiliini, 
made them coet much more. 

According to the Uws of Peru, the silver pro- 
duced in this department must be sent to the 
government aseay-offioe, to be melted into hai^ 
andtheneetothemintatLimatobeeained. Hie 
nsiKil prion of silver as it comes from tho mine, is 
from seven dollars six reals, to seven dollara 
■even reals per marc. If remitted to Lima on 
account of the miner, it jielda him about ci|^ 
dollars one real per marc. 
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The dnties it pijs ttra rfx dolhn per ter of two 

hundred and ten marcs to the aasay-inaster, one 
real i.ier marc for the public works of the Cerro, 
and one real per mare to government. 

Ths mint pri«« is eight dollais (wo iMnmdis 
per mare of eleren pennyweights fine. 

Within three leagues of Paaoo, on an extensive 
plain, there stands an isolated hill of porpb^, 
e^ed Baetk. From thb hilt are ott too stones 
uftei in grinding the ores, which are from two and 
a half to three vai-as in diameter, and from eighteen 
to tweotj-four inches in thickness. The cust for 
detivwing them at (be lioot of the hill is dollars 
fur every quarter of a Tsra hi ^eir diameter, and 
flit rx] ense of di-awing tlioin to the mills \ari' s 
from seventy to two hundred dollars, according to 
tfaedistuies*. 

In 1840 several uou- ntferapts man about to ho 
made ta minini; liiteculations. 

The great difRculty to ■oeroo Mweess seems to 
be in providing for the proper drainage, which tlie 
p r sosn t adit will not accomplish alone, and great 
advantages might be deriv«»d from steam-power, 
propetiy employed, to free the mines of water. 
The owtiero of the mines ore always desfaNma of 
insrrfing in the contracts, that they sliall not have 
any water to raise, as this is the most expensive 
part of the process : tho ore is very iBpidlymbed, 
after the water is drained off. The remuneration 
given to the proprietors of the steani^enp^ines, is 
one-fifth of the ore raised ; tliis was llie sum paid 
to the old company, and the same was stipulated to 
be vud to the portieo who uidertook the tmme 
work in 1829. 

Mines are to be bought at all times, on reason- 
able terms ; far the miners often desire to retire 
from business, or wish to sell for the sake of profit, 
or are not able to carry them on from want of 
ciipital. There is, however, one difficulty a pui'- 
cbaser has to contend with, fur the mines are 
ahmwl always hdd m small rfnres wmoog a mmi- 
ber of relatives, many of whom refuse to sell their 
small interest This makes the mines less de- 
sirable property, as difficulties almost bmetUMf 
occur with these small proprietors. 

No miner, who has worked with reasonable pru- 
dence, steadiness, and a suflK in t caj ital, has 
Dftiled to do well since the year 1833. The pro- 
dnee of tibe mfaies of the CWvo from that time, has 
not varied much from one yenr to another, as will 
be seen by the table heretofore given. The under- 
takings which Imve be«n carried OB upon an ex- 
tensive scale, are those which have prospered most. 
There were many difficulties that the lirst mining 
companies had to encounter, that others need not 
again apprehend ; the local interests are lietter vn- 
deiBlood, and woidd be more respected ; a better 
knowledge of the people prevails, and of the modes 
of miuins ; and tlie people tliemselves have lost 
some of nieir prejudices against foreigners. Per- 
sons may now be obtained to assist in the dii-ection, 
as well as to afford advice to the agents who may 
bo entrusted with the affairs of the company, so 
that the prospects of success in the <^pefatiQiis are* 
deddsdly mars farombls than tbcj wm IAosb 
jeam ago. Baft aldioogh tbs aotnu opsiatiim of 

* XeitsrihsSbeveftels an derived team a penoo who 
ksd loot nsMsdee the spol^ sad been sngsftd in vailons 
aUniag spentfeos. 



mining may be move advantageous, ysl Ae coKiitey 

in its pfilltical and commf rcial cliaracter has vpry 
much deteriorated, and it is to be apprehenueil 
that but UtUe capital will be invested in it until 
there is a great cusnge in its mien as well as in 
its people, and mitil government, the laws, and 
good order, become as well estaldishe i aa tliey are 
in Chili. All the friends of Peru seem, however, 
to be well satisfied, from appearances, that the day 
is not far distant ^vhen she will sso tho nstocstioa 
of permanent ti-anquillity. 

To return, after this digression, to our party : 
they had much agreeable oonvenatioa with the 
Chilian officers, and passed a plesasnl eveninj^. 
As I have before spoken of the accommod^tii ns, it 
is needless to say that they were not improved. 

On the monunff of the 24th the th«inometer 
stood at 36° in the hut, and on the rivulet there 
was ice one-fourth of an inch thick. Mr. Bracken- 
ridge gathered seeds here of a curious species of 
cactus, which grows plentifully all over the raonn- 
tains in dense tufts ; from the quantities of down 
or fine hair upon it, it has the :i[s[ir;innice at a dis- 
tanee of a white sheep, so mucli so that a group of 
them was aometfams mistsken Ibr a flock. 

Although Casa Cancha was a wretched hove!, 
and had every thing in it to disgust, yet the situa- 
tion was one of great beauty. In die stream that 
flowed nenr it were fish of from six to eight 
inches in 1 iiL;tii, but none of these were taken, as 
the i>nrty \'';is; unt jji-nvi liMi v.ith fishing-tackle. 

When the time came for their departure, they 
were glad to bid adieu to tte plaeo, and to begin 
thdr ascent to the top of the ridge. They rode two 
leagues to the source of the stream, whicii is near 
the summit of the ridge. At a short distance from 
their path was the line of perpetual snow. They 
found the ground hard frozen as the snow was 
approached, and almost bare of vi gelation, only a 
few stunted spears of grass occurring here and 
there ; even this appeared to be wanting ki tlM 
bare spots above the snow lino. Thn snr w wa? bnt 
a thin coveting, its surface was hardtned, and its 
lower margin Pmxivil a j erfectly unbroken horizon- 
tal line along the face uf the mountain. This was 
not apparently the case on the otlier ridges, for the 
snow lay there in hollows, and sometimes dsssandodf 
as before remarke^ beilow the path. 

In the slpine lakes was s speaes of myriophyl- 
lum, the same as v.as met with at Ciilii;ii, three 
thousand feet below. Dr. Pickering found au am- 
monite here. 

They descended rapidly on the western declivity ; 
the scenery was beautiful, and they had enough 
employment in collecting specimens. Two large 
parties were met on the route, the one of hiaded 
mutes, the other of several genteel travelleze, among 
whom were females, accompanied by several ser- 
vants well armed. In the afternoon they reached 
a solitary hut, at a place called Chicrine, situated 
at the foot of La Yinda, and kept by an old woman 
with one eye ; she proved very much the reverse 
of their hostoss at Casa Cancha, being very slsan^; 
here they passed the night comfortably. 

A FVenehnnn, who was now pssring fern native, 
end wa^^ nn his way to Pasco with his servant, 
joined them at Chicrine. Being invited to partake 
of sapper, he accepted, and did ample jnstioe to 
the meal ; but when he had finished, contrary to 
the usual politeness of his countrymen, he told 
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them Iw kad nsfw «itflB » vone nmJ in bis 

After this remark, % belief wm entertained tbal 
his saddle-bags eoutaiaed edibles, an i lu- was ac- 
cordingly plied with questions until be confessed 
be had a loaf of bread : this proved quite accept- 
able, and a trluuiph over their fellow-lodger, ynio 
promised them a furUter trmL m Uie morning upon 
•onw fine diocolate. 

On the macning of the 2dth the Frenchman de- 
parted early, and forgot all about his fine chocolate. 
They regrttted to hear, sli rtly after their amval 
at Lima, that he had been robbed and murdered 
on his return. 

Our party set out early, and after an hour's ride 
reached Culnai, where the villagers were busy i 
gathering in their potatoes. There were also se- 
veral patches of oxalis cunata, tropeeolum tubero- 
sum, and a species of basella. The two former 
when cooked are well ta^teil, and all i f tin m ar* 
much esteemed by the natives. These patches are 
ea el aeed by low stone dikee ; the piantu, thqr 
advance, are earthed up, as we do potatoes, in the 
early part uf the season ; irrigation is necessary, 
•8 the soil is light and open, and consists chiefly uf 
deeeyed rock and v^table mould. Here some 
▼ery Interesting seeds and roots of a species of 
al»ti'OBineria were gathered. 

Cuhiai and Bafios are about on the same level, 
tsn thonsand feet above the sea, mad ere the highest 
points of cultivation ; they nrc both distant from 
the crest, by the route of the water-course, about 
nine miles. 

Dr. Pickering having preceded the party on foot, 
reached Culnai after nme o'clock, when he entered 
a store and was received with the utmost cor- 
diality ; a meal waa at ouce prepared fur him, eon- 
Bisting of eggs and potatoes, ailed chupe in the 
ci iinti V, was kindly tendered; the landlord 

was very inquisitive, and examined his budget, 
calling the attention of the by-atanders to it ; nis 
charge was reasonable, and be gave the doctor a 
hearty salutation at pnrlmg, with the " Adios per 
Dios," 

At darit the party was reunited at ObrajiUo. 
Tboee who arrived first witneaed the ihwghteiring 

of a bullock in the square, on which occasion great 
numbers of condoi^ and buzzards were collected iii 
the air above. The latter bird is seldom seen 
higlier up than Yaso. They stopped at the posada, 
which they found occupied by tlie company of 
Chilian troops whom they had met at Casa Canclia, 
mad in oonMquenoe thejr were obliged to take up 
widi a filthy hat. 

At Obrajillo good crops of Indian rrrn, ryo, and 
beaun ai'e raised ; but uoue of these grow at a 
greater altitude. 

A Bingutar and rather amusing custom was wit- 
uassed iu the morning, which does not speak much 
fur the gallantry of the male population. A town 
officer was seen strutting with a spear about the 
public square, calling all the women ont to oome 
:iti 1 bwi i p it. They soon made their appear- 
ance, and were not long in creating a prodigious 
dust. They swept the dirt up mto small heaps ; 
then taking their coarse shawls from their shoul- 
dei-s, they spread them upon the ground, and put 
the dirt tlM9rk>dooUeeled Into thMBy to he earned 
atHMT. 

Xhe goidea now dammded a aettlenstt^ hut re- 



3 nested tbeir money might be kept for them until 
le party miehed Lima, as they certainty would Vio 
robbed if they took it themselves. This iucideut 
proves how little security there is in this country 
for persons of any class having ai^ thing valuable 
about them. 

Tho prfparatioiT? that had been marfr- in tho 
town were lor a festival, and the guides were dis- 
inclined to atart for Lima. A little bribery, 
however, and reminding them that one of the 
greatest feasts in the Uatholio Giurch. that of 
Corpus Ciiriatl^ waanearathaadf indneadthiB to 
go forward. 

On tfadr way fnmi OtnajSHo, whleh they left at 
an early hour, tliey met a bridal party on horse- 
back. The bridegroom's hat and person were 
decorated with carnations and pinka ; the bride 
and bridesmaid carried the same flowers, which 
they presented to our gentlemen in passing. After 
a liMi il JiLv's lido they reached Taso, and took up 
tbeir quarters in the porch of the posUhonse ; the 
hmdiord and peatnaster^i ahaenee was now ao- 
roTinti d for, by saying that he had gone to church, 
but would soon be back ; he of course did not 
come, nor was he expected by our gentlemen. 
They, in consequence, fared badly, for thejr had 
nothing to eat. They found here a gentleman who 
had been robbed the dny lirfn l y direo persons 
iu masks ; they had treated him with great polite- 
neeSyOnly proposing exchanges tohfedttadvaotage; 
he had nothing else to complain of ; tbry tooU hia 
nurse, watch, spurs, and a drink of his brandy. 
Hooh to their surprise, the guides, who bad been 
so scrupulous about their money, showed no signs 
of alarm. A new difficulty arose wHh them : they 
had been informed that a conscription was going 
on, and they were afinud to proceed, lest they should 
kiae their libar^jr; hat the aannanee, that they 
would ba^pvoteetod while with die paiij* aaliiflad 
them. 

The frequency of murder, highway robbeiy, mi 
a constant resort to the cuchillo, has not bean as* 
aggerated in the acoounts of Lower Pern. 

On the morning of the 27th they again 8ct out, 
having wepared themselves to encounter any 
attack. The gnidea^ knowing well the dangers 
that ivprc to be apprcher. ^ni, "-hawed much soli- 
citude about keeping the company together. 

They reached Yan^a without accident, and find* 
ing the poeada occupied by a par^ of soldiers, and 
a recruiting officer, they were direetcd to a bouse 
with a porch, but they found it shut up. They, 
Uierefore, being assured tliat tlie owner would soon 
return, deposited the oaddlea, fte. in the porch. 
Soon after, a woman nppf^rtrcfl, nnd on hr-lv.z in- 
formed of their situation^ and that they had lasted 
for two days, she set about providing far their sup- 
per, apparently from Chriauan motivee, tut dnrtog 
the process she crossed hemlf serwal mea. She 
pnivcd to W" tlie o^Mn rof tin: estate, was somewhat 
advanced iu hfe, managed her own affairs, and was 
seemingly well adapted to eoeonntar the roughness 
of the times. Tlip heiress, a little girl, (Angclita 
by name,) came galloping on a horse, driving the 
eattle before her, with the air of a veteran, having 
eommaod over both the animal aha rode and thoae 
she drove; they were not much stmek ^tili her 
heauty,for ht r a ,11 plastered face, and wide-spread- 
ing and matted hair, gave her theappearanoe of an 
elf; but aha waa napediMtt of Fmian mUmj, 
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Their supper was good, and they 
to lie on the clay floor in the hooM. 
They paid the waal price for the Moomnioda^ 

lions. In the morning, before €bim departure, 
they purchased fifty oranges for twehre and a half 
cents (a real), it being stipulated, however, that 
they should be gathered by tliomselves. The«e 
served to refreali them while pa»i»ing over the bar- 
ren track (deecribed in their ascent) of four leagues. 
They were orertnken by thdr ChiliRa fiiendi. and 
the troop, when the^ nfa^ x«Bev«d of the 
apprehensions of robberies. 

Caballeros was reached at an earl|y hour, and 
her* they intended to stop on aeeonnt of their 
horses; but their Chilian friends persuaded them 
to pursue their journey to Luua, promisiug to ren- 
der them assistance in case they should need it. 
At CnbftlleroB they witnessed a light between a 
tnzlcey and a game-ooek ; Rtrife, indeed, appears to 
be a constant arouscrnt' tit with Div P' ruvinns, and 
scenes of this kind alone seem to interest the pub- 
lic. After a long day's journey of twelve lenpies, 
tlicy reac^iffJ TJtna at . iL^ht o'clock, very much 
fatigued, and iiappy to relum to the comforts of 
civilized life. 

The only noTolty they met with during the day's 
ride was a Cruaeho on noneback, carrying a pine 
board before him, — a proof of the scarcity of such 
articles in Peru, and the value that in set upon them. 

This journey, although attended with much 
fatigne and some disappointment, from not having 
accomplished their object entirely, that of reaching 
the wooded district of the eastern slope of the 
Audea, yet was veiy pcodnotiTe of xesnlts in the 
botanieid department. 

The great differi III f of elevatim, ; iid the varia- 
tion in climate consequent thereon, would lead 
one to expect a greater variety in the vegetatton 
than was actually found. Forests were no where 
met with, nor were any of the pahn tribe seen; 
very few of the many tropical plants were per- 
ceived even on the coast. The smaller shrubs 
were seldom found, except in Ihe lower region, 
where their limit is circumscribed to the well- 
watered district. Thickets are very rare, and in 
the higher regions appear to he altogether wanting. 
The vegetation Peru, on thf v liule, is charac- 
terized by an air of tamenci^s, indicating but a 
slight change of season, and liaH been clawed into 
four distinct botanicai region^ which are ea«ily 
distinguished. 

Th-- l;' nlfigical region pn.^.-cd over was $ih' i oni- 
of much interest, and from the observations of the 
genUemen, Ae following informatfon haa been de> 
rived. 

The geological structure, as far as their obser- 
vations went, corresponds to that of North Chili, 
with the exeq»tion of a narrow belt of sedimentaiy 
rocks along the sea-eoast, west of the granitie 



range, 



whioli 



autirig in that countrv. This 



belt includes the island of Sau Lorenzo and others, 
aa well aa die coast itself, to the extent of from 
seven to fen miles from the sea-beach. These 
sedimejjUiry rocks are argillaceous, distinctly stra- 
tified, and more or less slaty, the layers being in 
ntaiqr places discobured by the red oxide of iron. 
In otlKP piaees they appeared of a black colour, as 
if in thr vii inity i f coal-beds, of whicli the existence 
was spoken of, but we did not discover any unequi- 
of«Ua ' 



examples of fault^i were noticed by Mr. Dana along 
the ooast of San Lorenzo. Many minerals were 
also found by this gentleman ; among them gypsum 
was of frequent occurrence, as well as some fossils: 
for fuller information referoace is made to the 
Geological Report. 

The hills and muimtains to the eastward, joining 
the above sedimentary rocks, arc exclusively of 
granite, which extends in width to the distance of 
forty-five geographical miles beyond Yaao. In 
plaoes it has Tory nrach the appearance of a Bt>»- 
tificd rock ; it is much broken, and variable in Its 
character, so as to render it somewhat deceptive. 
Dr. FiiAiering observes, that this peculiar character 
or appearance is owing to the slow process of the 
decomposition of the i-ock in this dry climate, and 
which would, in other places, subject to the ordi- 
nary floctuations of aeasoos^ be covered with several 
feet of earth. The same reasona will aeeoont for 
the duratioTi rf the Inca villages that covnr many 
of the bills, and which a copious shower would en- 
tirely wash away. The granite on ita eastern mde 
was coarse-grained, pi-cscnting morS 4tf the ovdi" 
uary appea.i-aucc of tliat rock. 

Immediately eastward of the granite district 
commence the trap roeksj consiatiug for the moat 
part of porphyry. Dr. Pickering traced the Kne of 
junction for some miles, the liills on one side being 
of granite, on the other porphyry. The eastern 
limit of the trap region is supposed to be dis- 
tant some twenty miles from the wctern. The 
porphyry resembles the Swedish, and tiiat in 
the vicinity of Boston. Many porphyry pebbles, 
sui^osed to be of this formatioD, were found on the 
beach at Oallao, having, it is to be presmned, been 
carried thei f ly the action of the water-courses. 

Next comes tlie plateau of the Cordilleras, which 
is formed of sedimentary roefcs; this ineludea tbi 
silvrr-minen, and the highest peaks, and is appa- 
rently of the same age as the coast Much of 
the rock is argillaceous. At Baftoa an argil- 
laceous limestone waa used for boming, and quan- 
tities of gypsum, used for mnnnre, was brought 
from the vicinity of Cn^-> C:i:;vhu. -ninr twi-ntv 
miles to the north. Conglomerates prevailed over 
a great portion of the crest the party travefsed. 
The included pebbles were observed to be of re- 
gular shape, smooth and polished as if sca-washed. 
All the party remarked the smoothness of the peb- 
blea in the torrents of the Cordilleras, which had 
a strong resemblance to tliose on the sea-beach. 
From the information relative to the mines in the 
Cerro de Pasco, it will have been perodved that 
blue limestone, date, and sandstone exist in that 
vicinity; and at the silver mines at Alpamarca a 
compact bluish rock was observed, probably the 
limestone; it was not, howerer, ascertained whether 
it was argillaceous or a pore limestone. Dr. Pic- 
kering remarks, that it contained numerous hard 
seams of opaque calcareous spar, with sf)mewhat 
the lustre of "satin spar." Sandstone with small 
pebbles was not nnoommon. 

The bare spots of the higher peaks did not pre- 
sent the variety of colour of the Chilian Andes, but 
had a uniform dark slaty hue. Many incrustations 
worn seen f<»ming on ue xoeka and planta this 
was found to be gypsum. 

Pi i viMis to our departure, I felt desirous of 
having an excursion made to the ruins of Pacha- 
i and having hand yiat tha landing was 
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easy and good, on the insiUo of the islaud, I sent 
the tender Flying-Fish thither, with Dr. PiokoiDg 
and Lieutenant Underwood. 

Pachacamac is one of the most interesting spots 
on tliis part of the cuast, altliougli it is said it will 
not compare with many others in variouB fMurts of 
dw «muitry, especially mt OuMO. 

They )< ft Callao on the afternoon of th-' of 
Jane, aud were at anchor about miduight aijreast 
of tlM phce. At daylight the amf was found m 
heavy as to render it dangerous to land in the 
whale-boat. By the perseverance of the ofRcern, a 
raft was foniied of tlie India-rubher mattnisses and 
oars ; two balsas were also provided. Lieutenant 
Undeirwood made the flnt attenpt, end peddled 
himself into t!io rollers, the first otie of which threw 
him and the balsas end over end. Sliortly after, the 
raft was seen bottom up, the our bi-oUen, and the 
fragments sticking up in various directions; but he 
was missing. He soon, however, made hia appear- 
ance at some distance, and just as he reached the 
raft, * eecond sea broke over him, and he agein 
diaappeared, apparently much exhensted. ^KHien 
the third roller lnok ■ uvi r him, he was considered 
for a few muiuents a,s lost; and it was no small 
relief to see him crawling from the water up on the 
beach, a short time afterwards. The raft was now 
pulled back to tiie tender by the line. In connc- 
quenee of the ill success of this ex{H;riment, it was 
deterrafaied to make a trial in the whale>boat, whieh 
meeeeded withnat aeddent. Dr. Pickering and 
Lieutenant Underwood now proceeded to tlie tem- 
ple. At the base of the hills, they found a few 
cabins of ludiaae, who steted that they had not 
choaen the proper place for lauding. 

The temple of Pachacamac, or castle, as it is 
called by the Indians, is on the summit of a hill, 
with thrae terzaees ; the view of it from the north 
is somewhat like that of the pymmid of Cholula, 
given by liumboid^ except thiKt the flenke were 
pespendicular. 

The whole height of the hill ia two hundred and 
fifty feet, thnt of the mason-work, eighty; the form 
is rectangular, the base being Ave hundred by four 
hundred feet. At the aouth-eaatem extremity, the 
three distinct terraces are not so perceptible, and 
the decliv ity is more gentle. The walls, where gi-eat 
strength was required to support the earth, were 
boilt of unhewn square blocks of ruek; these were 
eased with smi-dried hriek (adobes), which were 
covered with a coating of clay or plsater, and 
stained or painted of a reddish colour. 

A tnage of square brick pilasters projected from 
the uppcrmnst wall, facing the sea, evidently be- 
longing originally to the interior of a large a|>art- 
ment. These pilasters gave it the aspect of an 
SgmtiaMk atmeture. In no other Peruvian antiqut* 
ties Bsve pilssterB been seen by us. On one of the 
northern terraces were alw remains of apartments; 
here the brick appeared more friable, owing to a 
greater fwoportion of sand j where they retained 
their shape, their dimensions were nine inches in 
width by six inches deep, varying in height fi-om 
nine inches to two feet; and thqr wnM laid so as to 
hteak joint, thouf^ not always in m workmanlike 
manner. 

The remains of the town occupy the aam un lu- 
latiug ground, of less elevation, a quarter of a niilo 
to tine MCthwwd. TMa also forms a rectangle, one- 
flfth hgr oiM«third of « mile in aise ; thrmigh the 



middle runs lengthwise a straight street, twenty 
feet in width. The walls of Some of the vnins arc 
thirty feet high, and cross each otlier nt right 
angles. The buildings were appai-ently connected 
together, except where the streets uitervcned. The 
larger areas were again divided by thinner partt« 
tiotts, sad one of Ihem wis ohservooto contshifbnt 
rectangular piti^ the pfaMtsring of whieh up^mnd 
quite fresh. 

No traces of doors or windows towards the 
streets eonid be discovered, nor indeed any where 
else. The wallH were exclusively of sun-dried 
brick, and their direction, north-east and south- 
west, the same as those of the temple, wludi 
ftottted the sen. 

Some graves were f l -rrved to the southward 
of the temple, but the principal biuying-groand 
wso between we temple and towa. Some of the 
graves were rectangular pits, lined with a dry wall 
of stone, aud covered with layers of reeds and 
canes, on which the earth was filled in to the depth 
of ft foot or more, so as to be even with the sorfaee. 
The dnills brought from this plaee were of various 
characters ; the majority of th in yn sented the 
vertical elevation, or i-aised occiput, the usual cha- 
racteristic of tlie ancient Peruvians, while others 
had the forehead and top of head depressed. 
Eight of these were obtained, and are now deposited 
at Washington. The bodies were found enveloped 
in doth of vwrtDus qnalitles, sod » vsrie^ in its 
eotoors still existed. 

Various uiensils and other articles were found, 
which seemed to denote the occupation of the indi- 
vidual : Wooden needles and weaving utensils; net- 
ting made in the usual style ; a sting ; cordage of 
different kinds ; a sort of coarse bat^kr-t; Iragmi nts 
of i)0ttei7, and platod sticmps. Tic y al>.o found 
various vegetable substances ; husks of Indian 
corn, with ears of two varieties, one with the grain 
slightly pointed, the other the sliort and Idaek 
variety, which is still very commonly cultivated ; 
cotton seeds ; small bunches of wool; gourd-shells, 
with a square hole cut out, preeii^ely as is done at 
present. These furnished evidence of the style of 
the articles in Li lilt t tured Ijef'ore (be arrival of the 
Spaniard!!, and of the cultivation of the vegetable 
products; wjjeii to these we add ihe native tuberous 
roots (among them the potat4>c) cultivated in the 
mountains, and the animals found domestioated, 
vis. the llama, dog, and Guinea-pig, and tiM know- 
ledge of at least one metal, WO may judge iriut has 
since been acquired. 

The embarkation of the j)arty wa"? attended with 
risk, but they all got on l)oard the Flying Fish 
without accident, and in a few hour» they agaui 
reached the anchorage at Callao. 

The results of my inquiries into the commerce 
and trade of Pern, are ny no means satislhetory. 
The v;iril!alin- ( liey pursued towards the trade 
has been luust exti'aordinary ; and some of those 
engaged in commerdal pursuits have frequently 
been en al)led, through the Ticcessities of the govern- 
ment, to reap many advantages. Much illicit trade 
was carried on, even before the revolution, under 
the Spanish rule. The restriction laid by its autho- 
rity on oommeroe, kept the prices of imports high, 
whilst the low value of exports, left to the arbitrary 
demaud of monopolists, prevented or diminished 
the means of these eountries to pay for what Ihej 
wanted from abroad. 
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From this tteto of titings resulted the limited 
trade and enormous profits to a few individtutis, 
under the colonial system. As won aa the ports 
were opened, an expansion took place, and the 
tnde wts entire^ overdoiie. The markets became 
glutted with all Idnds of fordgn iilnics, and many 
ruinous Voyages were ma !<■ from ignorance of the 
wants of the people, and their means of payment. 

For Ae last ten years the trade has been bettor 
understood. The demand and the means of pay- 
ment have been more accurately ascertained, and a 
IMM1IU17 Mid imreaMng commerce has been carried 
on, as far a« the state of the oountiy SRid the fluc- 
tuations, whiefa are insepemble from a dislant traf- 
fic, would permit The commerce of Pern will not 
bear a comparison with that of Chili, and while the 
fanner hM been dfaninirilhig, the latter has been 
n^idly increasing. A portion of the Buppllca wliich 
were formerly seat to Peru direct, are now obtained 
in Qiili, and sent to their destination in coasting 
vessels. This change has been brought about by 
the unwise policy pursued by the various PeruTian 
rulers, in impohing In avy transit duties. This is 
also in part to be attributed to the adTantageous 
rimatMii of Valparaiso, wliere ptumhttMrs are 
always to be found for articles for the leeward 
coast. There is little doubt in the minds of those 
who are most competent to judge, that YalpttMiM 
must become the principal mart of furaiga antt* 
meree on the west coast of America. 

The foreign trade of Peru is principally carried 
on by tlie English, AmericaoSj and French. Of 
late years, a good many German and Spanish ves- 
sels also have been sent thither ; and occasionally 
some of the Mediterranean flags are seen on tlie 



The annual imports into Peru are combined so 
muc^ witib those of CSulij thai it was deemed pro* 
per to include them mder Ihe one head ; those of 
Peru amount to uit two-fifths of the whole. Of 
these imports, part go to Goa;^uil ; the Inteme- 
dioa» or Sonw Peru and BoUvia, take aboot cm 
million ftvm Chili and Lima. The ntoiiMi mada 
from Peru are as follows 

SOtLAR*. 

In doUan and bullion . . . 4,5(K>,(m)0 
Bsife* Udta, wool, coitoB, fto. 500.000 



It will be perceived, that hoift in Pern and CMH, 

the imports an I t N] orts are nearly the same in 
amount ; and the (question naturally arises, whence 
the profits on the trade t li is nadily answered 
that, as has been already said, large quantities of 
goods are annually sold in Chili and Peru fur Cen- 
tral America, the proceeds of which are shipped 
thence direct to Europe and the United States, 
and do not appear in the above note of exports. 

Tiu'PO countries ofTi r a l:ii-^f inm-lLrt for our 
domestic cottons} and if the prices can be main- 
tuned, the United States will snpply the most of 
the coarser kinds used there. 1 liave it from the 
best authority, that the cousumption of these eoods 
is now double what it was Ave ycaia ago, and it is 
still increasing. 

The article of flour, however, has greatly fallen oiT ; 
previous to 1830, there were ntiu ly thirty thousand 
barrels exported to Peru from the United States, 
in the last three years, only HKmsuid, sirf in 
1841, but one t!io\is:tnd, in consequenee cf Pem 
being abundantly supplied from ChiU. 



CHAPTER X. 
PAUMOTU GROUP. 

•TOa£-Knip nrLTEP oxdekkd home — departcre — ffrvviav drig — SMALL-POX — OERSaAL OSDSR — raorocBD 
aoDXK— cvaasKn— xxvKBiMaxxa — rsMPEaiLTDax— ALxxAHOxa oouc— cuaMOsx os Townaaa— ATPSAaAMca 
«r i«— svavsY— vAViTBi— xon sao— mrrieinmcs win rn hativss— i.Ainii»e— tcmte tstAVii— nosnsa 

— iCHVEYS — CORAL TRT ■i->;tt; VEOETATIOS — BtHDS — DI S APPOl VTM ES T laLAKDS — INHABITAKTS — WTfOonaa— > 
OTUOUO — TAIARA — RARAKA — LA)(OIliO — OKB-HAKO&S CUI£F— BIS VISIT TO TBR SHIP — IMRASITAKTS— CAieHITO 
ritH—L£AVK-TAKINO—OALB— NARROW SSCAPB OF PEACOCK— PORPOUtB PltPATCaaB-«>TIMmnin ISBAVB— 

— cmixicAii roaiTiox or TBSBsm— ^LAvaiMa^-AaATicA ulaub— comioBieAViov wxtk xn maBiTa>TS-» 
lAimiire— TtuAOB— MSoatmoB or ni.Aini— vaxn watbb— 'VooD^TBvram nBSPA*enBi» to kiko •zobos's 

GRODP— VISCENSES ASD PBACOCK DIHroVKR MAKHII AVD AHII ISL AKDS — SURTtT— I, A N Dl NG— OBsr.RT A T [(is s — 
WATtTKS— D£SERTBR— SCLIPU — PBACOCK DXtPATCBKD TO mURICS I»LA)I0— VINCKHITKI PAHKB TO KAIKSA— 

iwBABiTAWTt— BaoaB«tnnui*s xs»A«»<-iiB«iA matta—m AmaaaBca— svaTar— lamnra— kaixvbs^ 
KtssxoBABiBa^ BtanBsss— cosmiBS— ascBKo ran mam^TaearAneM— AtMAaavcB or taa ssaAaji— 

BBPABTOBB— ABBTTAI. AT TAniTI'-'AVeneB IB XATAVAt BAT— OBSBBTAVrOirfl OTT yoiirT TaWVlF— raOCBSDT«a« 

or P0R?OIgE — f TlrcrrDlKOt OF PBACOCK — ARBTXJA— KrRVET— KAIRSA OR PEAn'-; J 'LAND— CORAL BIOCKS— M L T i \ 
IBLAHD— OBSBRTATIOKS— TBTUABOA— FLTIKO-FISH— TIOKEA ABO OPRA— niSTORY OF PAVXOSV SaOOP — CHA- 

aaeiaa or ret wnAaiTAnTS—MeinuATioB. 

On tlie 13ili July, 183!), we had finished the made to get under way, and we weve aoon ttaaffing 

necessary outfits and taken in our storea. The out of the bay under «Ji canvass. 

lemainder «f the latter were embarked In ^ The day after oar departore, we MI in with a 

Btore-ship Relief, which -mw ordered to land a pnrf ' rt vu viaii 1 rig, from San Bias, in want rf >\ riter, 

of them at the Sandwich Islands, and tlie rest at which wo supplied. I^e had fallen to leeward of 

Sydney, New Sooth Wales, after which to prooeed her port, and lier peoplp were rodaeed to nrach 

to the United States by the way of Cape Horn. distress for want of that necpRsary article. 

At 5 P.M., having a light breeze, the signal wrb I had felt much anxiety lest the small-pox should 
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make ita appearance among lu, and looked forward 
daily with apprehension to the hour whr n the sick 
reporto were made. On the 14tb my worst fears 
wera realised, for 1it» Peaoodt made signal tbat 
they ha l a ( ise of that diseaof? on board. It fortu- 
naiely proved of a mild type, and no other symp- 
toms occurred that left any doubt of the entire 
extinction of the contagion. I was, therefore, 
greatly relieved, aa day after day elapsed, to be 
assured that'wo had not only esca|>ed so dreadful a 
scour^ ourMlv«fl,^bnt that there was no danger of 
its bemg commnniested to th* firiaiideia. 

Being n.i .v rit tu niter upon a new field of ob- 
servation, in which we should necessarily come much 
in contact with the natives, I issued the following 
gOOend order, to guard againnt any misdemeanours, 
and insure a correct deportment in both officers 
and nun, dnring our iiiterooursa with the islnnders. 

T?ic undersigned, commanding the exploring 
exj t liti'fn, informs the officers and crews under 
hia c Miiiuand, that as they are now about to visit 
th( i^liii. b of the Pacific, and to have intereourse 
with their inhabitants, he wishes to inculcate on all 
in the squadroti, that CMLulesy and kindness to- 
wards the natives, which are well understood and 
felt by all clmwon of nutnkind ; and tnnU Aaft 
neither contempt of, nor interference with, their 
customs, habits, manners, and prejudices, nor ari-o- 
gance over them, will be shown by any one belong- 
ing to the squadron ; bearing always in mind, that 
savage natiuaa have hut vague ideiis of the rights 
ct property, and that theft committed by them lias 
been the great CMUO of ooUision between them and 
civilized nations. 

He would therefore enjoin upon all, grcnt m uk - 
ratiom in eveiy thing respecting their intercourse 
with tiMin, tfiat no net of hostility will be com- 
mitted, and t!int an appeal will be noado mtlMr to 
their good-wiii than to their fears. 

That the manner of trading with them which 
will be esublished in the oauadron, will be moat 
strictly adhered to by all, and that in tbe event of 
difficulties or collision, all acta of force will be 
avoided^ unless for self-protectiou ; in short, our 
aim ehall be peooe, good-will, and proper deoonun 
to every class, beai-ing oonstantly in mi nil, tli:\t 
the future iutercourao of our countrymen wuh tiie 
natives of the islands we may visit, will very much 
depend on the impression made on their minds by 
us, and recoUcctiag, that it is in the nature of the 
savage long to remtaiber b«iMA%aad never to 
fomt tn]Qziflo. 

It tInvefoM bflhovee ns, wkenver we go, to 
leave behind us, whethf>r amont^ civilized or savnc;?- 
nations, favourable impressions, not only as re- 
speele this national expedition, but of cur tl ag and 
countrymen. The commander-in-chief feeis a con- 
fidence in relying on the officers and crews to 
earry out these views, from their good and ex- 
em^bry conduct heretofore, and trusts that he will 
not bare to regret tiie eonfldeneehe reposee in tiwm. 
i Any rirt.H nicoiisistcnt with thesa viewa, will meet 
with the moat exemplary punisliment. 

(Si^ed) Cbarlks Wilkbs. 
Comrnanding esploriog expedition. 

July 13th, 1839. 
United Stotee ship Vinoenoee. 



I 1 had determined} on leaving Callao, to take np 
the examination of the Pauraotu group, recom- 
mended to the expedition by that diatiiwuiahed 
navigator and promoter of eeienee, Adndra! Kroaoi- 
stern, whose notes were nijuje a part of mv in- 
structions. I therefore steered for the island of 
Minerva, or Clermont de VoWMnMi, one of tlio 
roost eastern of the Paumota gronp, or Cloud of 
Islands, as the name implies. I deemed tliis to be 
the most interesting point at which to begin our 
sunreya, and the raMexcbes of wa natntalisti^ par* 
tMnly oB It WW iiilwbited,and wonid tboa enable 
as to trace the inhabitants from one end of I'l ly- 
nesia to the other, across the Pacific. At the 
nme time, it afforded a very desirable point for 
magnetic observations, and a visit to it would also 
enable me to settle a dispute between the two dis- 
tinguished English and I'rcnch navigatoi-s, Cap- 
tains Beechey and Duperrey, relative to iti geo- 
graphical poflition. The longitftde adopted tar 
Callao, from which our measurements were made, 
was 73^ 11' 10" W. This 1 found to correspond 
well with that of Valparaiso, the meridiaB diaianna 
between tlie two being 5° 31' 50". 

On the 14th we found the current setting to the 

norai->w«iit>bgr>«aat Oune tpmektB «f » mile par 
]ioar« 

The 15th, at one Irandred and twenty milee from 

the land, we had rhniitr, d the temperature of the 
surface to C?", being a diti'erence of 7^. At threo 
hundred fatbome Mpth, it was found to be 01**. 
This day the current was found aetting aoolh-lMlf* 
east, half a mile per hour. 

The 16th brought several showers of rain, the 
first we had expeneneed ainoe tlie 8ih of Jnne, off 
Valparaiso. Here we again tried Uw eorrent, 
1m it fii 111(1 none. I now continued the iif-ual 
experiments on the deep-sea temperature, dips, 
variation, eoirents, the visibility of a white ob- 
ject in water, and the dip of the horizon, for 
which I must refer the reader to the tabular 
results, onlj mantieoii^ meh as an gmwallj 
inta r s ei ing. 

On the i8lh, the enrAkee water wa^ 70°, and at 

two hundred and nin -Iv f itlK ias depth 50°. 

On the 24th, in longitude Ui) dS' W., we found 
the current aetting eouth-east half a mile per hour, 
r^nri directly againBi tlw wind. Onr ktiUida wan 

15- So' S. 

Until the 29th we had moderate breezea. The 
oonent this day waa foond eeat^iorth eeat> one* 
tbjid of a mile per hour. At 9 r.ii. the wind came 

from the west. This evening we had a beautiful 
(tiaplay of the zodiacal light. It was very bright ; 
Ita alotode was 25°; the upper part of the cone 

was not well marked, and it? npex was not defined ; 
I the breadth of ita base was 30°. A fair breeze 
from the south-west continued all the next day, 
when we had reached the longitude of IMP Sir W., 
and latitnde 17° 36' S. 

Oil i\\f' 31^-1, \v. passed over the locality of an 
island marked on the charts of Arrowsmith. Al- 
though we ran over ita poaitioB with the squadron 
spread so ae to cnvpr nn extent of thirty-five miles 
in latitude, and on ita parallel for several degrees, 
lying- to at night, nothing whatever was seen to 
indicate landj and we therefiMre bdieve that it 
doea not exist. 

On the 4th of .\ugu8t, the cnrreut WW fiWDd 
north one-third of a mile per hour. 
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Oq the 5th, the current wna two-tiiii Js of a mile 
per hour, to the north-north-«aflt. 

The winds on the parallel of 18° S., cannot well 
be termed " the ti-adcs," for at th'm time of the 
year they will be found very variable, tliough pre- 
vailmg geaetmll/ frvm the eastern quarter, with a 
long awdl from the aoath-weet The tipper stimlnm 
of clouds were ponorally seen flying from the 
souUi-west. The deep-sea temperature on the 6th, 
at three hundred and fUtf filthonM depth, was 
46% sui-face 77'. 

The 7th i^vruvcd a calm and fine day, throughout 
which experiments were made hourly to ascertain 
the depth at which m white object could be seen ; 
the altitude of the tan was taken at flseh obier\'a- 
tion, and also the force and direction of the cur- 
rent. The temperature of the water at one hun- 
dred fathoms was Jh", whilst that of the surface 
was 7T. W e were in loagitade ISA* W., lati- 
tude iti i4' S. 

The nights of* the 8th, 9th, 10th, and lltli, the 
meteoric ahowers were looked for, the officers and 
natmliiiB keeping watch, each quarter cf the 
heavens being inider vision at the same time. On 
tite 8th, upwiurds of one hundred shooting star» 
were wem ; bat the nights of the 9th, lOu, and 
11th, were cloudy. On tfie former we had much 
lightning, thunder, and raiu, with sf^ualis from the 
south-west. 

On the 13tb cf A^nst, at five o'clock, p.h., wo 
made Clermont de Iramierre, or Minerva Isknd, 

and by careful observations the next da}', found 
its south-east point to be iu longitude I'dO" 2i' 12" 
W., latitude 18*' 32' 49" S. Clermont de Tonnerre, 
being the fir^t l .u • >r;il island we li.id met, naturally 
excited a great liiai of iuieresL We liad pictured 
them to ourselves as being a kind of fairy-land, 
and therefore looked for them with some anxiety. 
At flnrt right the ishmd appeared much like a fleet 

of ve-.ii 1.^ ;it nrichor, nothing but the ti'ees being 
seen in the distance, and as the ship rises and 
•faiks with the swell of the ocean, these an alter- 
nately seen and Kist sight of. On a nearer ap- 
proach, the whole white beach was dijiiinctly 6«ca, 
constituting a narrow belt of land, of a light clay 
coltHir, rising np out of the deep ocean, the surf 
breaking on its coral T€cf», surromidhig a lagoon 
of a beautiful blue tint, and perfectly smooth. This 
iaUnd* was twelve feet above the level of the sea, 
•nd ax hondred feet wide to its lagoon, and li 
composed of coral debris and vegetable mntter. 
The shrubs are few, and not morp than from 
twelve to fifteen feet high ; the cocoa uut palma 
and pendaaua shewing oarapicaously lUiove them. 
We found it, by onr survey, to be ten iniles long, 
by one and a half wide, lying in a west-north- 
west and east-south-east direction. The first sound- 
ing, on the east aide of the bland, at three hundred 
feet from the reef, wns < ! tninn^ m ninety fathoms 
(coral sand) ; at one iiundred and eigiity feet, 
eighty-five fathoms (coral sand) ; at one hundred 
and thirty feet, seven fathoms (iiard coral), being 
at the edge of a nearly perpendicular shelf ; thenee 
to tlic shore the bottom was uneven, decreasing 
to four, tbree^ and two fathoms, imtil a second or 



upper coral shelf arose, over which the water at 
high tide fiowed. This extended to where the 
beach is composed of broken coral and shells, and 
•roae oo a gentle decliTity to ten feet high. 

The Peacock sounded hliin three-quarters of 
a mile from the southern point of the island, at 
three hnSidred and fifty fathoms, the lead brought 
up for a moment, and then again descended to six 
hundred fathoms without reacning bottom. When 
it was hauled up, it had a email piece of white and 
another of red coral attached to it. The west side 
of the iabnd is % here reef, «Mr whieli theanvf 
breaks violcntljr. There it DO opening or entnaee 
to the lagoon. 

For the purpose of surveying the island, the 
Peacock and Flying-Fish took the west side, while 
the V'incenncs and Porpoise kept on the east. 
Boats were lowered and sent on shore for the pur- 
pose of landing ; several of the officers and 
natonHsti iueeeeded in reat^ins the beedi, (nriin- 
ming through the surf,) where tmiy remained nhoqk 
twoliours making collections. 

I saw some natives, five men and two women, 
and endeavoured to hold communication with 
them. The former were armed with long spears. 
Thev were cautiously watchhig our movtinenti; ; 
and after the boats had left, tliey were seen ex- 
amining the beaeh for articles fhat might have 
been dropped. Every inducement was held out to 
tiiem to approach mv boat, but without 6uccei>a i 
an.d wo were obliged to return on board for the 
night, not having succeeded in finishing tlip survey. 
Wisliing to communicate with the natives, and 
etlVet a landing, we lay-to, and hy morning found 
that we liad diSfted off from (he island eight miles tfl 
the north-wsst, and did not agdn reach oar statian 
until towards the sflemoon. I tlien proceeded to 
the beach, taking with me as interpreter, John 
Sae, a New ZeaUnder, who spoke the Tahitian 
InnrrmiT'", determined, if possible, to enter into 
communrcation with the uaLives, and to huid to 
make observations. Seventeen natives were now 
seen on the iHMclt, anned with lon{[ spears and 
chtbf^, which they were branduditng with menacing 
attitudes, ntaking niotion.s f(jr me to retire. As I 
approached them with a white fiag fiyingi many 
more were seen in the hushes, probably in all 
about one hundred. I told John S:ir to speak to 
theui, which he did, and found he was understood. 
The only answer he could get from them was, 
several of them crying out at the same time, Go 
t(i your own land ; tliifl l>elongB to us, and we do 
not want to have any thing to do with you." It 
was impossible to beach the boat without injury^, 
on aeooont of the surf and eond ; and in mner to 
land it w*afl neeeseary to swim a short distance, 
which could not be done without our being at- 
tacked, and suflTering ii)jui7« More we had esta- 
blished a friendly intflcoowtM. I therefore had 
recourse to throwing presents to them, — all of 
wliirli tliry eagerly took, — a.^^-nrini,'- tlit-m tViat we 
were friends ; but they still continued warning us 
oif, and threatening us with tlieir long spears. I 
am rather inclined now to think our interpreter 
was partly the cause of my not succeeding in over- 
coming their fears and scruples. John Sao was 
truly a savage, although he had imbibed some 
feelings of discipline, and was generally a well- 
disposed fellow. He was a petty New Zealand chief 
J at the Ba,y of Islands, and had resided some time 
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mt Tahiti, vrbiw InmSihe was married. At timcfi 

it was dif!?rnlt to control Jolm's movements. On 
this occasion he sooa became provoked at the 
cbiefliolMliBMgr; and the idea of their receiving all 
oar presents so greedily without even thanks in 
return, excited his native fire ; his eyes shone 
fiercely, and his whole frame seemed agitated. 
Half n*fced as he wasu his tattooing oonsptcooos, he 
stood In the bow of tte hoil hnadiaUnff fail beafe- 
hook lil r a "pear, with the dexterity of a savage. 
It was ditticuU to i-eooguize the sailor in tho fierce 
majestie-lookin| warrior before us. The chief and 
John kept passing wfir«]<; until both were becoming 
vociferous, the one appearing as savage as the 
other. John's animated attitudes and gestures 
wevo the twImnpa^lTO of all* As we could not un- 
dewtind Un, he nmf haw laid mnjr tiibgs to 
irritate the savage chief before he could be silenced, 
althoagh he afterwards declared his innocence in 
that respect. I had been engaged for upwards of 
an hour endeavouring to ovproome their fears, 
when I was joined by several boats from the 
•Ikev Tfiawlii The officers being anxious to have 
eommnnicatioQ with the natifca, were deatroos of 
Umding, and I readily gave them permission to do 
so wliliiiiit arms. They passed a nh'M-t Jistance 
fioiu us, liopi^g to effect their purpose without 
<y| position; but the natiTes lepaziUed, in order to 
oppose any landing. One or two officers svr&m 
tlirough the surf without arms, aud were boldly 
set upon by three of the natives, when they made 
a hurried retreat. This evidently gave the natives 
confidence, and their conduct became more violent. 
Mr. Couthouy requested permission to land with 
preaeata^ iwier the protection of the boat^ to 
which I eenaentad. fte swam on ahore, pavring 
nn v and then, fiwtile purpose of fihnivin j; tlic trin- 
kets. The chief motioned him away, but he landed 
OB ^e rocka. The chief retiring,* appeared as if 
RnJnp^^^l.lt ;)l&rmed, while Mr. Couthouy advanced 
towards hrin, holding out the presents. On being 
joined by another native the chief stopped, raised 
his spear, and with a shout and distortion of coun- 
tenance, made a pass at Mr. Cbnthouy, who at 
once diopj L 1 looking-glasses, triiikcta, &.C., at his 
feet, and quickly made for the boat. The savage 
took no aotiee of tiie relinquished offerings, but 
advanced to attack him witii his spear. When 
he had reached tho edge of Uie surf, the chief 
made another thrust at him, but fortunately with- 
out injury. This predpitate retreat gave them 
still more confidence ; they now began throwing 
pieces of coral, numbers of which struck the men 
in tny boat. I felt tto dtspositicHi to do tbem haxm| 
and yet T had no Mea of mdng them see and feel 
tliat tin y had driven US off without landin j:, ^^'oU 
knowing, however, if a forcible laudin? (nnu place, 
and they made resistance, that injury \v n i befall 
one side, and probably both. I, therefore, thinking 
tliat they had uo idea of fire-arms, ordered several 
blank cartridges to be KT*ed ; but they took no 
BOtioe of them*. Aeeording to Jdia Sac, they 
hooted at these anna, ealhaf m oowards, and 
daring us to cmie tm shore. I then fired a small 
charge of mustard-eeed shot at their legs, which did 

• I have lince undcrgtood, however, that the poor native* 
kavs been flred upon by trading veuel* engaged in the 
ptail^slwqr, la tun waatoaasH, wMsb wlU aeeooat for 
ilMir hasUlt lawfttoa sff as. 



not produce any effsel. Then Mr. Fcnks, who was 

near by me, was requested to draw his ball, aud 
load with mustai"d-t»eed, which lie did; and Liea< 
tenant North likewise fired, wliich caused the 
chief and all the reat to retreat, rubbing thev 
legs. The oflicers were now permitted to hud, 
midi 1' sti u't injunctions, in i i Ji r tn avoid all con- 
tact with the natives, not to leave the beaeh. So 
nraeh time bad been ket before I could get the 
instruments safely on shore, that I found it too 
late to make tlie observations I desired. 

The natives whom we saw appeared a fine athletic 
race, much above the ordinary size. Their colour 
was darker than that of our Indians, but their 
features resembled them. No tattooing was ob- 
served on the men, and the women were not seen 
ehwe enongh to diranRulsh them. The hair of the 
formi r was long, black, an l straight. The chiefs 
had theirs drawn back, and tied iu a knot behind; 
the oth«ea had theirs hanging looae. They wore 
a small maro made a( leaves, and the chiefs a 
paudanus leaf annmd their necks, probably to dis- 
tinguish Uieir rank. The women wore a piece of 
aa a petticoat ; tliey were not oiled, and the 
heada of some seemed filled with ashea or lime. 
They spoke and understood the Tahttian dialect. 
The only information obtained from them was, 
that yeeseli had before been there, bat had gone 
away without landing. 

Immediately on their being driven fnim the 
beach, a large column of smoke was seen, no dnul t 
a signal to the other inhabitants of the island. 
After being on the reef half an hour, we joined 
our boats, and returned on board near sunset. Ono 
canoe was reported tho next morning, aa having 
fenm the Peaeeek. 

Tlie !^nniber of inhabitants that we sawoeltMD^jr 
did not exceed one hundred and twenty. 

The common house-fly w^as found iu great num- 
bers at this island. A number of fish were eatiglit; 
some shells, and snccimcus of most of the plants, 
were also procurea. 

After Iving-to for the night, we, at daylight on 
the 16th, bore away for Serle Island, having first 
ascertained our di-tr.nci from the point of Cler- 
mont de Tonuerrc by triangulation. We then ran 
by tho patent log for Serle lahnd dhreet, by which 
means \vr made the distance between the two 
islands, twenty-six miles aud two-tenths. No signs 
of Btiy other island exist between tliese two. Tola 
%vill, I think, settle the question between Duperrey 
and Beechey. The latter is undoubtedly wrong a-s 
rt sppcts the longitude of Clermont de Tonnerre, 
which he places some twenty minutes too far to 
the eastward, and, I doubt not, acme accidental 
error lias occurred in his observations; for I find, 
at .Serle Island, Duperrey, Beechey, aud myself, 
agree within a few miontes. 

Serle is a low coral island, and has a large and 
very regular clump of ti'ees on its western end, 
which, at a distance, might be taken fur a mound 
or hill, its length is seven milea^and its width one 
and a fburth. It lies hi a north-west and south- 
east direr tidn. Tlii-rt' arr Imf ff.v inlialiitantS On 
it. The position of its south-east end is in latitude 
18* 21' 10 " S., longitude IST *' If W. 

The vr«?;rls ri;:Tnin «f>parated for its «iirvf^-; hnn^s 
were sent to tract) ilie reef, and Imve conuiui- 
nication with the natives, if possible. Before night 

we had completed our anrvey, and the boata re- 
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tuned. Uea tenant Alden, in «1iuge of one of 
them, reported that he Ii 1 1 had communication 
wiA the uatives, who were very friendly, atid de- 
sfarons of holding intercourse with him. He obtained 
several articles of curiosity from them. Some of 
them were tattooed. They were found to he arrant 
thievei, wishing to carry off every thing they sjvw, 
trying even to pull the copper off the blades of the 
oars, — and all this, apparently, without any idea 
that it was wrong. Win u fust seen they were 
armed with spears, but observing that we did not 
attempt to laod, th^ sent tbem awmy in ehaiige of 
a boy, and swam off to the boat. 

I now determined to w;ut until the next day, fur 
the pnrpoL c of iiaving further communieRtion with 
them, aud ordered every thing to be prepared for 
an early landing; but, during the night, the officer 
of the deck of the rorpoiso nni iiif j the Vincenncs, 
and did both vessels some injury, Bmaahing the 
aiarboard quarter boai^whieih broke adzift, enUlng 
off our backstays, and losing some of the hcnd ars 
of tlie Porpoise. By this accident we lost our posi- 
tion, and in the morning found ooreelvea ao far to 
the leeward, that T knew it must occupy much time 
— which we couUl not afford to lose — before we 
could regain the island. I therefore reluctantly 
bore awi^ to the northward, to pan over the 
kwalitiea of one or two doubtfnl island^ en our 
way to that of Honden. 

On the Idth of August we made lienuakc, lIon> 
den, or Dog Island, and came np with it about 

noon. The boats wcrp at once despatehed, in 
order to ascertain if a landing could be effected, 
and the ships began the surveying operations. The 
surf waa found vem heavy on tlM beaeh, bat the 
boate, notwitintandnig, aoeoeeded in hndmg; The 
number of birds seen hovering over tho island was 
an indication that it was not inhabited, which 
pfoved to be the eeae. Several turtles were 
caught, and a number of specimens obtn.iiu d. The 
survey of the island nut liaving been completed, 
I lay by all night, and early in the morning de- 
epatched boats to complete the examination of it, 
and to effect a landing. The greatest part uf the 
day was spent on the islan l. Near the place 
where we landed there has been a channel to the 
amall lagoon in the eentre of the island, and there 
is another of a similar character on the opitosite 
side. They were both dry, and the sea-water can 
only oommunicate with the hfooo at very high 
tides. 

The landing on a coral island effectually dues 
away with ail preconceived notions of its beauty, 
and any previous ideas formed in its favour are 
inunediately put to flight. That verdure which 

seemed from a distJint view to carpet the whole 
island, was in reality but a few patches of wiry 
grass, obstructing the walking, and oflloing neither 
fruit nor flnwera to view; it grew among the rug- 
ged coral debris, with a little sand and vegetable 
earth. 

Tho piincipal trees and shrubs are the pandanua, 
boerbaavia, and pmonia. It ia aomewhat tnr^ 

prising that a few ti rrs forty or fifty feet high 
should have found sufticieut soil to protect their 
growth. If oat of the trees, however, are of stunted 
size, being not more than ten to fifteen feetinheight^ 
aud eighteeu inches in diameter* 

The number of birds on tfie idaad was incre- 
dible, and they were ao tame as to require to be 
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pushed off ih«r neata to get tlieir Mga. Tlie moal 

conspicuous among them was the ingate-bird (ta- 
cliypetis aquilus) ; many of the trees were covered 
with their neata, eonstructed of a few sticks. The 
old birds were seen, as they flew off, intlating their 
bluod-red pouches to the size of a child's head, aud 
looking as if a large bladder were attached to their 
necks. The ganneta^ aooty teras^ and the beau- 
tiful tropic-bird, were in countleas numbers ; the 
former guarding th' ii i i: fwhich were hiid on the 
ground Mrithout a uest,) with care, remaining by 
them, and even auffefing themselves to be cap- 
tured without resistance. Tlieir boane croaking 
was quite deafening. 

Some droll sights were aeen of erabe waUdng off 
with snakeai, aud both a^un aeiied by aome stout 
bird and bonie away. Armiea of aoldier or piratical 
crabs ([>aguri) were seen moving in all directions 
with their shells. We enjoyed ourselves much, 
and found no nae for oar guns, powder, and allot; 
as many specimens as we could desire wc-rr. taken 
with the hand, both old and young. lu some cases 
the tropio-birds were taken df their nests, and 
from others their eggs were taken without dis- 
turbing them ; indeed, I have never seen any 
barn-yard fowls half so tame. 

The various snakes, the man^-coloured fish, the 
great eels, ettormona and voradona abarks, ahena, 
lart:: in tlhisc8,spidcr8, with the curious 1 ii^t ptera, 
seemed Ut have quiet possession, their webs stretch- 
ing ha every direeli^ and oeeaidening ua much 
annojTince : all gave a novelty to the scene, that 
highly iut^rested aud delighted us. lu the after- 
noon we returned on board, loaded with apeeimens; 
and Uie aurvey being oompieted, we bora away on 
our eonrae. 

There arc no cocoa-nut palms on the island, as 
has been reported bv Captain Fitzroy,in his voyage; 
nor is there any ft'esh water to be found, Someofonr 
gentlemen saw on the beach some broken oars and 
remains of a boat, but uothiug could be identified. 

PandanuH trees exist on the soutli side. 

On the 23d of August we made the Disappoint- 
ment Islands of Byron: they are two in number, 
called Wytoohee and Otooho. 

On the muroiug of tbe 24 th we were off the north* 
west end of tiie fonner idaad, whieh Uea in htitikle 
14° 9' 30" S.. longitude 141° 17' 50" W. Matiy 
cauues came off to the ship: as they approached 
the vessels, the natives were heard, while at some 
distance, singing; and, as they drew near, the 
clamour increased, accompanied with much laugh- 
ing, and many gesticulations; but none of them 
eould be induced to coine on board, and they were 
not willing to part irfth any thing but aome pieeea 
of old matting. An attempt was made to f;' t 
some of their paddlea, but they rather ridicultd 
the idea ef partmg udtti Hum* 

Tlie Cannes were quite snuill, being only from 
twelve to fifteen feet long. They generally con- 
tained two, and sometimes three nativea. Eaeh 
canoe, had an out-ri^ger, and a .projecting point, 
both before and behmd, by which they get into 
them fmra the water. They are formed of 8trij)S 
of cocoa-nut wood sewed titgether. Two persona 
can carry tliem* Tb^ paddfoa were curved badt- 
wards. 

In order to dispel their fears* articles were 
given them patuitoualy, and by way of aiiowiiv 
Uieir gratitud^ they b^^ a aaonotonona aong or 
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dMont They woaM ceaMianally stop, look up, and 
leCurn the laugh of the crew hy a grin; apparently 
enjoying the sport as much as any <>f theiu. 

Th^ DalhM aw paealiar» vad appeared totally 
distinct from any otlierB we met with in tliis group, 
having 8trt>np wiry beards and mustaches, and a 
different pliysiognomy. 

I sent cue of tlie boats to the shore, with the 
interpreter, uodsr Ueotenani Cms, bttt they re- 
fused to allow them to land. No actual vi' lnu-e 
was attempted, but Lieutenant Case reported the 
impracticability of landing without oppo«itioD, and 
injury to themsehrs and natives. They Teeeivpd 
several prcsontH, but tlicy had uo fruit to give in 
return, jis tlieir cocoa-nuts were tabooed. They 
gave, in exehaoge, some article*^ eonvsting of 
cloth, fish-hooks, aoBM, mod peari-slieilB. Among 
the arfick"^ s< i. in their posacssiun, was a fine silk 
pucket-iiaudkerchief, showing that they had had 
cummimication not lung sinee with vessels. They 
i-efused to part with their spears or clubs. Their 
adzfiS were rudely made, but ground very sharp ; 
they were formed of the tridacTina or cassis shell, 
Jaahed on a handle aomevhat reeemhling oar adze« 
handles. KnlTce were abo oheeryed m their poe- 
session. 

Wytoohee is formed of islets connected by a 
washed oonl reef, of imgnlar ahape, with » faigoon 
having many knolls in it, of varinufl sizc», some 
four or five feet above the .surface. Tho Houth-east 
portion is the largest and most thickly wooded, and 
contains the greatest number of inhabitants. 

After the surveying duties were over, we found 
ourselves at the nortli-west point of the island. Tlie 
natives who had refused to allow us to land, were 
now aeen waring green boughs, which la the gene- 
ral sign of good-will, and a deKire to have coinnm- 
nication, and nian^ were seen dancing on the heaoh, 
with their s|Man in their hands. I gave orders to 
mmd the boats to the shore, but on reaching it we 
found tljem still averse to our lauding ; they, how- 
ever, assisted Mr. Couthony through the surf to 
the beach ; but when he had x«aclied it, they sur- 
rounded him, and led him hack very gently to the 
water, mnl in.^ him dinlinctly nnderstan 1 iliat they 
would nut permit him to visit their huts. They 
were extremely desirous of obtaittfaig hottons, 

pi»-CfH nf irnn, niid cloth. [;;nvr> tlr'Tn "evcml 

simUl articles, but they could not be pci-euadcd to 
park with tb^ speara and dolM. The chief, who 
waa n very old mani was seen lymg under a pan- 
dantn tree, close to tlie Iteaeh, and on being told I 

wished tt)sce him, an 1 niakt 1 im ;l |i! Lsent, hearoKe; 
his hair was «^uite gray, and he hud a lung and 
atur whit* beaM \ hie le^ were enhirged wim the 
elephantiasis, thr pwolling being of a white colour, 
and so large and i-egular that many thought hu had 
on sailor's trousers. About twenty natives were 
with him on the beach. After being shown the 
pre^nts I had for bim, be was induced to wade 
into thr water up to his neck to receive them. On 
coming alonmide the boat, he seemed somewhat 
uneasy, until he had gone through the ceremony of 
rubbing nofsr«, "ivliich ! mv.yt eonfess was any thing 
but agreeable with bo dirty and diseased a person. 
He was extremely anxious to get hold of the pre- 
sents, and amused us by at once plunging them 
under the water, seeming in no manner concerned 
about keeping them dry. Tie waM all the while 
making a noise like the purring of a cat. lo return 



for my presents, he at once offered me the shovt 

mantle of matf itn: \\ hi li lir b:, ! over his shouldem. 

They i»Hlii>*tooti tin lahitian language. The 
chief gave his name a^ K a^dnia, nnd the name of 
the island as WyUxihee. He appeared about Mixty 
years of age, aud his teeth wei-e ail souml aad 

good. 

l iis brother was the priest, to whom I also gnve 
some preaenta. This man had a very rnnarkable 

head, the forehead being very 1 ilIi, and narrow 
almost to deformity, whU a dark and suspicious 
bright eye. His hands were deformed, hefaig desti- 
tute of joinfH, and the Uiwpr part lient at ri^lit 
angles. The sou of tlie chief was a remarkiibiy 
fiiie-liM.king lad of fifteen. We s;i\n no women, as 
they had sJl been hid. The colour of these nativea 
waa much darker than those leen hefiire t ni some 
the hair was inelim ! t i fri zle, and iln ! , n ! 
curly. All tlte growu tuen that 1 saw Imd niun- 
taclies ; their ftMnree were strongly marked witli 
a good humnnred exprrsision < f <• nntcnance ; tin y 
wore the uiaro, aud aome had a lew fcathei-s in 
their hair. 

The boats of the Peaooek auoeeeded in landing 
on the eaat side of the island, where the coral rcof 
shelves at about an angle of I0\ and liuving the 
wind blowing obliquely on it, there is compara- 
tively little mrt Some half a denen tuttives were 
here seen ; an officer approached them maUini^ 
signs of friendship, which they returned. At tir«t 
they seemed quite timid, meeting the advaiieea 
made in a manner which showed that tliey were 
anxious to propitiate us, but still fearful. They 
were re-as.sured of our good-will by oHering tin iii 
some small presents, when two old'roen came for- 
ward, holding their arms upright above their 
heads, with their lianils often, and l>ecamc de«irouH 
of shaking liands, and even offered to rub luksex. 
: Eiieh was armed with a stick, (f- r it eoold not be 
called a sj)ear,) six or seven feet long : On Rome of 
them were fastened the jaws of the porpoiHC. 

They appeared to be greatly astonifihed, and 
their looks bespoke amaaement at our appeai«nce* 
Oensionally, as if to tatisify themaelves of the 
reality, they would put their hands on us. On 
receiving a few trifling presents, they broke forlii 
into the same song or <diaunt that waa facatd on 
their first coming towards the ship. The younger 
tuies were the fii-sit to show confidence, and were 
much disposed to laugh and joke with the men ; 
and some of the offiona thouj^t thej reoogniaed 
those who Had been in the eanoea the day before. 

On our gentlemen requesting togo to tl < ii I nt.s, 
they seemed to be tliruwu into a kind of htupid 
wondnment, hnt on heing aaaured they had no- 
thing to fear, their countenancen brightened uji, 
and tliey led the way through the wood to an o|>ea 
space, surrounded by pandanus and eoeoa-nut 
trees. These natives had evidently had communi- 
cation with vessels, but I very much donbt if any 
ha<l landed before. They did not niijiear at all 
alarmed at the firing of guns, but were much sur- 
priaed to see the birds killed, holding up their 
bands, and making ejaculations. They 1 i ! no idea 
of the principles of barter, and allo\se(i any thuig 
to be taken without opposition, receiving any arti* 
dee in return with gratitude and delight. Iron was 
prized more than any other thing. On reaching 
tlie huts, inquiry was made of them for their 
women, when a general burst of laughter ensued^ 
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and they gave m to understand* that they had 
penetrated our motive for Tinting ^eir iaitod — 

" Thnt as wc inliaVrt ^ an island without any 
women, we wanted to iiave some." I^'othing more 
was said to them on the subject. They accompanied 
us to the boats, and at parting went thi-ouch tlie 
same ceremonies of rubbing noses, shaking hands, 
and raising their anns with tlie palms towards us. 
According to the estimate I made of the inhabit* 
■nta, the mmiber was about ninety. FVom the 
great age of the chiefs, and the absence of wounded 
or scarred individuals, I should conclude they 
lived in peace. They, however, gave their neigh- 
bours on the small island to the west (which they 
called Otooho) a very bad name. Water in small 
quantities is to be hod on the eastern section of tlie 
ialand, and a little bidie-de-mar might be taken on 
the VM& A sman rat was very tronblesome to the 
natives. Tliis island has some cocoa-nut, hread- 
fruit, and pandanus trees ; the pisonia, toume- 
fortta, and tne shraba that are eommon to the low 
islands, also grow upon it. 

At nightfall the B4|uadroa was put under short 
tan, supposing that the current by the moniing 
would take us to the leeward near Otoobo, a dis- 
tance of ten miles. It Heo west-north-west of Wy- 
tooheo, distant twelve and one-third miles, and is 
distmctly seen from it, like a.ronnd knoll. This 
appeanmee ia owfag to tiio trees upon it, for the 
land is as low as coral islands usually are. We 
found by the morning, that the current had been 
sbmit one ndls per hour to the west, and fliersfan 
much stronger than I anticipated; we were in con- 
sequence some distance to leeward of the island. 
With the light wind, I knew the sliip could not 
teaeb it hetmce the afternoon. I immediately sent 
the mrtnnlists on board the tendw Flying- Fish, 
sod gkve Lieutenant Pinckney orders to endeavour 
to land them, and to pass around the island and 
snrvey it; neither of which he succeeded in doing. 
The survey was finally completed by the boats of 
the Vincennes and Peacock. The natojpalista tried 
to effect a landing, but wero opposed by some dozen 
natives, who were reselote in preventing them from 
going beyond the water's edge ; in other respects, 
they were disposed t t l o luite friendly. 

The naturalists in the aJttemoon endeavoured to 
effSeet a landing at another place, out of sight of the 
natives, and succeeded. Mr. Prackenridge, on 
lauding tho second titue, ran to the tliickct, in 
oxder to lose no time in making collections, and 
was employed in gathering specimens, when two 
stout natives came running up, and tnade him 
understand, by very intelligible signs, that he must 
return to the boat; he pretended nut to understand 
than, and endeavoured to pirooeed, but they went 
before him, and crossed their clubs, determined 
that he should go no farther. This caused him to 
laugh, in which the two natives joined. Finding 
there was no alternative, he took an oblique direc- 
tion towards the boat, hoping by this means to 
enlarge his collection, which he fiucceede<l in doing, 
while the natiTee, as he describes it, shouldered him 
out of the bvah, and then towards the boat. The 
rt'st of \:avty liri\inr/ gnn.-^ up to the huts, were 
at once s^^ized and shoved down towards the boat, 
and into tiio surf, wha« they presented rather a 
ludicrous appearance, with the danger of drowning 
on the one aide, and the natives ou the other, who 
had them eonpistoty in their power, as tiiej had 



neither arms nor any other means of defence. Mo 
ham, Iiowever, was done them, Irat the alarm ind« 

dent to being threatened with spears. The only 
nubhap met with was the lose, by one of the gen- 
tlemen, of a pur of spectadei^ and a bruise or two 
from the oond, in their hurried retreat. As the 
surf was heavy, life-preservers were sent to those 
who could not swim ; and after much detention, 
they reached the boat in safety. Had such a cir- 
eumstanee oe e nrre d atCkacmsntdeToiUMflV^ I am 
BEtisfled that most sexiooB eanseqiMiuws would hare 
rtitsulted to us. 

The superficial extent of the iahnd of Otooho is 
a1)out a square mile ; it has no lagoon, is well 
covered with trees, and has fresh water. There 
were nineteen men counted, which would make the 
population about fifty aoula. No women or children 



At all the inlinl itt d islands we found the greatest 
numbers of the common house-fly: wliile at Uunden 
Island ([tminhahited) aoae wwe pereaved. No one 
can estimate the annojWMSO th^ CMU^ until it has 
been experienced. 

About three quarts of an hour after sunset 
the naturalists warn ag^in on boazd, and we bom 
away on our coarse to lUraka. Havbg been 
informed tlia! so vrral islands were suppoeed to be 
in this neighbourhood, that were known to the 
natives, but not laid down on the charts, I deter- 
mined to lie-to during the night. At day!i<:;bt we 
again bore away, spreading the s^oadrou in open 
order of sailing. 

On the 29th, at daylight, land was reported, and 
we soon ascertained that it was not laid down on 
the charts. It is low, nearly of a circular foiTn, 
and well covered with trees and shruba, and has a 
lagoon of some extent. Its centre is in latitade 
,5b .,2' 2'" S., longitude 144' 3»'45" W. I named 
it King's Island, after the man at the masthead, 
who fvrst discovered it. After completing the sur- 
vey of it, we landed on its Ice side, where the water 
was quite smooth, and spent the afternoon in ex- 
amining it. Tliera were no natives on it, but every 
mdication that it had been inhabited recmUv by a 
party of pearl-1iflhc«B. The lagoon appeared to he 
well supplied with the p ari ry>t<er. We found OH 
the island two small sprines of fresh water, near its 
lagoon, and a good anppTy of cocoa-nuts. Uhny 
specimens of plants were obtained, and several 
interesting objects of natural history were added to 
our coUectione. 

In the morning we bore away for Raraka, and 
shortly afterwards made it. As we approached it, 
another island was discovered, to the nortiiward 
and westward, which was not laid down on any 
diarts. 

On Raraka we soon discrverrd r\ party of natives, 
near the entrance to the lagoon, waving a Tahitian 
flag, time horizontal stripes, red, white, nnd red. 
They were partly dressed, some in shirts, without 
bats, others with vests, and others again with 
trousers of all colours. I joined the schooner, 
stood in for the mouth of the lagoon, and landed. 

Nothing could be more strilung than the dil^r- 
enco that prevailed between these natives and 
those of the Disappointment Islands, which we had 
just left. The iialf-civilization of the natives of Ra- 
raka was very marked, and it appeared as though 
we had issued out of darkness into light. They 

showed m modest djaposltiaa, nnd gsv« us a huatj 
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welcome. We were not ]<m^ at a loss as to what 
to ascribe it: the miseiouary had been at work 
here, and his exertions had been bnaed upon a firm 
foundation; the eavage had been changed to a rea- 
sonable creature. Aiuong tlie inhabitants was a 
native missionary, who had been instrumental in 
this work. If the missiODarics had effected nothing 
else, they would deserve the thanks of all those 
whu roain aver tliis wide expanse of ocean, and 
incur its many unknown and hidden dangers. 
Hwe all ihipwreeked inarinara would be sure of 
kind treatment, and a share of the few comforts 
these people possess. No savage mistrust and fear 
were teen here. The women and children came 
about tis, receivtnpf our triH^ Tin } Kliowcd much 
joy and curiosity at the sigliL uf us, uud wore eager 
to supply our wants. 

1 was partieularly stnuSk with the modest and 
^uiet hebavioar of uie native nbstonary, who was 
a Tahitian. He kept himself aloof, whilst all the 
others were crowding round to partake in the pre- 
sents we were distrilrating, and seemed nnieh gra- 
tified and astonished when T selected him out as 
the recipient of a present similar to the one I had 
given tlie chief. 

All the males' heads were shaven, Bome\Nhat 
after the fiwhion of a Dominican friar. This prac- 
tice is said to have been adopted by the tnissionaries 
at Tahiti, for the sake of cleanliness, and also to dis- 
tinguish the Christum fironi the heathen party. The 
women have theirs cut close, and some are clothed 
in a pareu, consisting of tliree or four yards of cot- 
ton, others in a loose gown. Thejr were any tiling 
but good-looking ; but the men were tall and well 
made. The vai*ie;y of apparel was druU enough. 
As for the children, I have seldom seen finer; all 
were well formed, and as cheerfol as thejf could be. 
They were fiir the most part naked. >• 

Tliis was the first island on which wc observed 
the dawning of Christianity and civilization. The 
native missiotuiries, although they are yet ignorant 
of most of the duties enjoined upon a Christian, 
still do much good in preparing the way. Many 
learn to read, and some even to write, under their 
tuition ; yet they liave maiiy impediments thrown 
in the way of thrir efforts by the introduction 
of spirits by the whites. The old chief, and others, 
are much addicted to the use of it, and the vessels 
resorting here tor 1h» pearl-fishery generally em- 
ploy native divers, and pay them for the most part 
in rum or whiskey. We found here an Englishmau 
who had belonged to a schooner engaged in the 
pearl-fishery. He told me he had been Mt there 
sick by his captain, and had been kindly treated 
dunng his stay of three months on the island. I 
was in hopes of obtaining some information from 
him, but he knew little or nothing of the langua^, 
and was, morever, a stupid fellow. I gavi liim a 
pasJiage to Tahiti, whither be was desirous of 
going, in the tender. 

Having sfime business on board, I invited the 
chief to go oil with me : he tirat Lu(^uircd if all the 
boats and men were to stay ; on my telling him 
they were not, he said he would go on board if I 
woold also lawR his wife and her broker ; to which 
I consented. 

The chief had lost one hand, which he informed 
me had been bitten off by a shatk whilst employed 

in diving for shells. We became great friends, 
and he tiwught it necessary to bo at my side the 



whole time. He was <in odd o! ! i ku). and proved 
before we left him that he had becoiuc acquainted 
with some <^the vieesof dvilization. 

We all embarked, soon reached the tender, and 
bore away for the ship, some three or lour miles 
distant. The dd one-handed now came np 
to me in a very mysterious manner, and unt}'ing a 
knot in the tail of his shirt, (which was the only 
garment he woi-c besides his man),) with no small 
difficulty, with oiie hand and hia teeth, drew from 
it a small dirty piece of linen, tied up as a bl^;; this 
he produced with great form, and r\ idtiit!.v ex- 
pected to astonish me. The coutentsiprovcd to bo 
a few snuUl discoloured pearls ; these he begged 
me to accept, but I declined to receive them. W'e 
now reached the ship, and 1 ordered every thing 
to be shown them. Their smpriie was vexgr 
gce*t. 

The natives were mueti amused with tfie ship, 

and surprised at the number of men on !> u !. 
Many small presents were given them. When they 
were about taking tlieir departure, the old chief 
complained of being (juite sick, and hia whole air 
and manner sliowed tliat he was much dissatisfied. 
The reason could not be imagined. The vessel 
bad so little motion, it was thought it could not 
originate from sea-sickness. I therefore told the 
interpreter to inquire of him what was the matter. 
No answer was given for some time, but tliey con- 
sulted much among themselves in a low trae. The 
question was repeatetl, when the old chiers wife 
answered, *'that 1 had not returned the present 
tiiat had been offered me, and that the chief 
was not pleased ; for, according to their customs, 
the offering a j>resent to me entitled hlni to receive 
one in return." As very many gifts had been 
made him already, this amused me not a little. On 
ashing what ft was they wanted, they at onoe sig- 
nified whiskey, which they said was alwavH given 
them when they went on board ship ; and the 
chief wanted some, for he was very sick. I ac- 
cordingly ordered a bottle of water with a gill of 
whiskey iu it to be given them, and the moment 
they smelt it their manner was ciianged j they 
l>eeame all animation, and left the ship in ^^eat 
good humour. The brother was an intelligent 
native ; he drew for me with a piece of chalk, on 
the deck, with considerable accuracy,allthe islands 
he was aoqnainted with, giving their relatrve situa- 
tions and the native names ;~th:it of the island 
we had seen the day before, as Tai-a-ra, and the 
one to which I had given the name of Vinoennes 
Island, as Kawahe. He informed me of three 
small islands to the southward of Sacken, which 
were afterwards found by the Porpoise, during the 
cmiae to this group on which I sent her in 1U40 ; 
his knowledge of the western part of this group 
was quite surjirising. I place the entrance to the 
lagoon of Raraka in longitude 144'' 5?' 40" W., 
latitude 18» IT 25" S. 

The entrance Is on the north side of the island, 
about oue-third of its length from the western end. 
It is a narrow passage, but will admit a small 
vessel. The current runs veiy strong out of the 
lagoon, so mudi so, that a boat eamiot be pulled 
against it. The water in the entrance is from five 
to eight fathoms deep, but there is no advantage in 
entering, as the reef is quite as steep within. A 
RTTirll vessel may anchor on the outside, in ten 
fatiiuiiis, close to the shore. This island is nearly 
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of the shape uf an equilateral triangle, and its 
Bouthem and eaateini sides are formed by a sub- 
merged reef. It i.s fifteen miles on each side. 

I attempted to ■omul th« lagoon. We b^gaa at 
tiie entraaee, liut found, -witfam s very sbovC di»> 
tiiMce, that the deplli increased to tliirty fathoms, 
the water being an blue as timt of the uceaiu So 
great » depth made it an undertaking far beyond 
what my timp nUfiwcfl. Thp ■"'nmdUlg^ IB Wety 
case of any deptii, was coral sand. 

Towards sunset we all embarked, and my leave- 
taking with 4h« old ehief wm amuaing. He with nil 
hit household and retinue began to cry and whine 
over me, m that I was glad to e»ca|>e from the dis- 
play of so much friendship and parental affection. 

After readkiug my ship, the Porpoise again 
joined us. Sho Had been despatched early in the 
mominp; towards the eastern end of the island, to 
ascertain its extent, and fix its point in that direc- 
tion ; nut being able to acconipliHli this, Lieutenant- 
Commandant Ringgold returned for further orders. 
Tlii» niglit we lay-to under the lee of Raraka ; but 
as it proved dwk and Munlly, we stood to the 
nortfa^^od, and abont one crelook we were sorpriood 
I V I ing a signal from the Peacock, of danger 
close aboard, under the lee. I immediately tacked, 
and we soon cleared it. It proved to be the reef 
of Kawulir, fiver which the surf was breaking vio- 
lently. Tiic Peacock was so close to it that Captain 
Hudson felt himself obliged to stand on his course, 
nther Uian run the risk of missing stajps, and con- 
tinned to run along it for several ime^ until, by its 
trending to the westwwd, he wm eoabled to dear 
the danger. 

On the let of Sentember, at daylight, we finind 

ourselves between the two islands, and the Peacock 
was out of sight; but two hours afterwards she was 
again seen. I nude signal to the Porpoise, and 
despatched her to examine the south-east side of 
Raraka, and theuco to follow on to the westward as 
far as Krusenstem's Island, passing along the south 
aide of Naina or Dean'a laUuid. 1 then deapatched 
the Peacock to the north end, and the tender to the 
Southend of Kawahe, to set i; e in- ri lian observa- 
tions, whilst the Yincenues was euiployed in sur- 
veying its castem shorea. The wind was well 
adapted to our object, and at sunsft wn met of? the 
north end, liaving completed our work. The cur- 
rent was tried, but we found none. The wind was 
fireah from the eastward, with oooavonal squalls. 
On the morning of the 2d, I determmed to laud the 
natui'alists on the newly-found island, and for this 
purpose made signal to the tender to come within 
haiL My ship was lying with her maiU'topanil to 
tlie mast, and forging ahead about a knot an hoUT. 
The teuder came up on our lee quarter, and Inffed 
in an awkward manner, directly across our bow. 
Her nuist just escaped coming in contact with nv.r 
jib-boom. I at once ordered all the sails of ilie 
\'ineenneH to be thrown aback, which stopping her 
way, prevented the dreadful aeddent ol rounuig 
the tender down. It was a noet minujuloue escape. 

We landed on Vincemies Islnnd, and obtained 
the usual obsorvatioua. Its south point is in lati- 
tude 15^ 59' 48" S., longitude 9' 80" W. It 
v.n«» fpuTnl to be sixteen miles- ]<-j1]<j; liv \>-i\ >viJe ; its 
greatest diameter lying noriii ami 8*)utli. It is a 
narrow annular ridgo, consisting of many blocks 
and alaba of ooral, which mve a cliuky sound when 
The eoral dieu aeemed to dip in one 



pUce at an angle of 15% forming a ridge, which 
was so low that the tide was beginning to flow over 
it before high water. There is an opening into the 
lagoon un the south-west side : on its aontii f aatom 
pwt ta » high einnp of trees, foohlng Kke a knoll at 
a distance. The rest of the island is covered with 
a growth of bushes, ten or twelve feet high. The 
Uioebs and ahha above apoktai of were veiy much 
water-worn, and were strewn ab' ut on t1if> coral 
shelf. This, where I measured it, was tive hun- 
dred feet wide, but it is not of equal widih in all 
parts. AmoDc the coial blocka waa some sand, 
and in many of them were found large specimens 
of the chama and other shells. I w i-. informed at 
Raraka that there were a few inbabitauta on Vin- 
cennes Island, but none were aeen by na. lliey 
were said to live on the southern end of it. 

After finishiiig our observations we returned on 
boaid, and made sail for Aratica or Carlshoff 
Island. We arrived ofif it in time to secure its con- 
nexion witli Vineennes Island : the dist<LUce woa 
found, by patent log and astronomical observations, 
to be twenty miles to the westward. We then 
atood on and off ita eastom point for the night. 
The next morning at d i \ li^ht '.vc In gan its survey. 
The tender was despatched round its nortiieini 
sliore, whilst the Peacock and Vineennes took its 
smith ( TTi bide, running close along the reef, which 
coiitiiuii d submerged until near its south-western 
en l. \O i ieh is twelve feet high and thickly wooded. 
On rounding the poin^ we aaw n white flag waved 
by several nativeo on the beach. I immediately 
despatched a boat with an officer, who brought off 
two of the principal natives, one of whom spoke a 
little English, and proved intelligent. 

1 was in firmed by one of them that there were 
alx)ut twenty natives un the island, and that they 
had frequent intercourse with vessels. Water I 
was told was to be had on the island, nn 1 finding 
otiTscives short, 1 despatched several boats to pro- 
cure it. Aialien ia e^l milea ha length by Ave in 
breadth. 

The position of the weat point of the {Maud waa 

determined to be in longtlttdie 145* Kod 
latitude 16" 26' S. 

Havuig obtained all the water we eoold in the 

afternoon, nmuunting to three hundred and ninety 
gallons, 1 directed tne course of the squadron to 
the northward and eastward, towards King George's 
Group, having fresh brec/es from the east-north- 
east. The next day at noon, the most southern 
island was in sight, and finding the ships could not 
mako it without much loss of time, I despatclied 
the tender to the group, with orden to ehvnninavi* 
gate and examine the islands, and then to fnllwnv us 
to Tahiti ; whilst the Vineennes and Peacock bore 
away to the westward^ for the doubtful island of 
Wat<;rlandt. At 5 I'.m., it was discovered fn rn tlio 
masthead, and at six from the fore-yard, bcainug 
north- west-by -north. 

We atood on and off all nigh^ and at di^Ii^t' 
again made the land; we reached ita north point at 
four o'clock P.M., when tli' I'eacock was ordered to 
take the east, whilst the Viuoennee took tlie west 
side ; we continued tiie eorvey vntH dark, when we 
t(»(ik the neci"^"nry nngles to resume the work in 
the intirniiig. Many natives were seen, and smoke 
was rising in several places. On the 6th of Sep- 
tember, we continued our aurveyim opnations, and 
abottly afterwards joined the naooek. Captain 
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Hudson having completed Im side of the island. 
The Peacock now imd» the »tgnu\ of land to t1i« 
westward. Wishing to land And make an exami- 
nation of this ialan^ as well as to have communi- 
cation with tlie natives, tho boats were lowf^red, 
and the naturalists £rom both vesaels, and many 
ofBcers, landed, and rambled over tiie western paii; 
of the island for several hours. The few natives 
were very friendly, and informed m tliat tlie native 
name of the island was Maiihii. This is, in all pro- 
bability, the Waterlandt of Schouten and Le^NIiiire, 
and also Wilson's Inland of the Duff. There is a 
lar^e and deep entrance in the south-east end into 
the lagoon of Manhii Island, in which the natives 
informed nts Yessels bad oRen anehored, whilst 
engaged in the pearl-fishery. Soundings are ni>t to 
be had with one hundred fkthoms uf line, fifty feet 
from the edge of it. 

To our surprise, one of the men of the Peacock, 
by the name of Penny, here deserted from the 
boat.s. He had been formerly much among the 
islands, engaged in pearl-fisliing, and spoke tho 
language well. Strict search was made for him, 
until tlie officer in charge of tlie boats became 
satisfied that he had no intention of returning. On 
hearing of it, I was ooovinoed that be had ehosen 
this opportunity to leave us, particularly as he must 
have been aware that there is vei-y frequent com- 
munication with Tahiti, The chief of this island 
informed us that he was • zelative of the (Hie<haaded 
chief of Raraka. 

The east end of the island lies in latitude 
14° 2Q' 22" S.| lOQgitude 146° 4' 20" W. 

Several of ns had our feet severely blwtered 
fx-om going barefoot on the reefs, and were made 
very uncomfortabio from this cause. After return- 
ing on board, we bore away to the other island, to 
which the natives gave the nniii" r>f Ahii T h:ive 
also added that of Peacock Island, to nuirii tliai its 
correct position was first established hy the expe- 
ditioiu It lies west three-foortbs north per com- 
fMias from Manhii, and was found by the patent lo^ 
to be eight and ^ix-tenths miles from reef to n- f. 
On coming up with it, the Vincennes and Peacock 
took opposite sides, and sorveyed it ; and tiie next 
morning parties landed. I was hardly able to move, 
on account of my feet, but the desire of getting ob- 
servations of the eclipse, urged me to make the 
attempt ; I only succeeded in getting the last limb 
and good observations for time. After four o'clock, 
we returned on board, 'riiis iHland is hot inhabited, 
and has only, a small boat- entrance into its lagoon, 
on the west side. 

Being desirous of making the examination of as 
many of the coral islands as poiisible, 1 now de- 
spatched the Peacock to the Arutua or Kurick 
Islands, with directions to examine them, and then 
to proceed along the south side of Dean's Island, 
whilst ill the Vincennes 1 steerctl for the north 
side of the latter, to pass . along it. We then 
parted company, and Dean's Island was made by 
us the next morning. After r-tnt lishuig our posi- 
tion, we ran along the northern sliore, uud reached 
its western point at 4 p. h. Off this point we ob- 
tained sights for our chronometers, which put it in 
longitude 147" 58' 34" W., latitude 15° 6' 15" S. 
During the day we pa.'wed an entmnce into its 
lagoon, And some natives came off from a small 
village in two eanoes to nrit ua. They acknow- 
ledged themadves anbjeets of ^pum Pomare of 



Tahiti, and were very de8irou.s we should land. 
They brought off a few shells, and told us tiMy had 
many fowls, pigs, taro, &c. There arr several 
islets in the lagoon covered with trees. Vast num- 
bers of large blocks were seen lying on its reef. 
The shore-reef is not moie thsn two hundred feet 
wide, and is oomposed of only one abelfl Tlie enr- 
rent was tried, but none was found. We had the wind 
very fresh from mst-by-north all day. When otf 
the western point we discovered Kmsenstem's Is- 
l-mrl tn the wpRt, and hatded up pass between it 
and iSaiaTia. The passage wx-* lomid to be twelve 
and two-thirds miles wide, and free from all danger. 
In the evening I stood for Metiu Island, to the 
sonthward. BHtirsa or Dean's Island was foimd to 
be sixty-six miles in length. 

On the morning of the 9th of September we were 
in sight of Metia or Anwwa Island, the north end 
of which is in latitude 15' AO" 35" S., longitude 
148' 13' 15" W. It was totally different in ap- 
pearance from those we had met with, though evi- 
dently of the same formation. It was a coral 
island nplifted, exposing its formation distinctly, 
and as such was very interesting. On approaching 
its eastern end, I sounded at about one hundred 
and fifty feet from its per]>end{oaIar elilf, and fbond 
no bottom with one hundred and fifty fathoms of 
line. The clttf appeared worn into caverns. We 
landed close in its neighbourhood, and on measor- 
ing its height, it proved to be two hundred and 
fifty feet. 

All the surveying boats having returned, we bore 
away for Tahiti, at whioh islana we arrived on the 
10th. At 5 p. M., Lientenant-Commandant Ringgold 
boarded us, and brought off Jim, the pilot ; he 
reported all well on board the Porp<uee. At sunset, 
we anchored in Matavai Bay. I hastened to ascer- 
tain t!: ' rorreefivHS (jf our chronometers, and the 
next (iay laiuied the instruments on Fuiut Venus, 
and t«K)k observations. They gave for its longi- 
tude 149° 31' 13-5" W. Krusenstem makes it 
149P 29' 17" W. 

Lieutenant-Commandant Tlinggold, in the Por- 
poise, after parting company on the 1st of Sep-, 
tember, proceeded to the south side of Raraka, in 
fulfilment of Ins mstructions. He found the whole 
southeru part of it a bare reef, with Uie surf 
breaking violently over it. When off the south 
point, he made the isle of Katiu or Sacken to the 
south, and that of M afthna to the east, and eon- 
nee ted them ; after which he proceeded to the 
westward, passing Aratica (Carlshoff), and thence 
to NMTsa or Dean's Island, which he made on the 
5th ; fixed its western end, passed along its soutlj 
to its western side, and thence to Ivruwnstern's 
Island, to the westward, which he circurauavi- 
gated; from thence went direct to Taliiti, anchored 
in Papieti Harbour on the 9th, and the next day 
proceeded to llatavai Bay, the i^aee of ran- 
dezvous. 

On <he Idth, the Peacock arrived, havmgpaassd 

to the Rurick Islands or Arutua, the north end of 
which lies iu latitude 15^ 15' 00" S., longitude 
146° 51' 00" W. A landing was attempted at 
several places in the boats. One of them suc- 
ceeded near a cocoa-nut grove, but the two that 
went to land at the village found the sutif too high 
to attempt i^ 

Tho novUi shore of Amtna Island was aurv^ed, 
when th^ iM»»*wfty,andeoiDneetBdltwiih N«ub% 
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or Dean's Island, alonp which they ran the whole 
ksDgth of iiB south side by daylight. The la^t 
iiHmed idatid is for the most part a washed reef, 
with no opening. Tbe eompact conl blocks dumed 
themselves here more conspioUiOatty and Id gimter 
numbers tliaa bcfure seen. 

After makinz the wort end of VtSim, Captain 
Hudson sightea Krusensteni's Island, and tlien 
stood for Metia Island, to the souihwai-d, ou which 
the officers landed the next day on its western 
side. Their examiiwtuui confirmed the Cuts al- 
ready given r^latire to its afypeftmnee. 

Oil this i^lunl the magnetic observations wore 
made, with tbe Peacock's inatruments. Captain 
HndaoB also sonn^ with the deep-sea thermo- 
meter, when within a mile of the island, in six 
handrcd fathoms ; the tempernture at the surface 
of tlie water was 80J°, that below, 44J°. The next 
day they made Tetuaroa, to tlie northward of 
Taliiti, formerly celebrated as the resort of the 
Tahitinns, for the purpose of recovering from the 
bodi^ dinnanm hrougUt on by their debaucheries, 
fte. It is ft tow iiAnnd, about tax miles long, with 
a few trees upon it, and a reef off its southern end, 
extending hulf a mile. It is plainly to be seen 
from the high ridges of Tahiti. 

Ou the 14th, the Flying-Fish arrived. She had 
visited and surveyed King George's Group, which 
appeared well inhabited, and have entrances to 
toeir lagpons oo tbo west aide. The native name 
of the two ifllsnds is Tiokes «nd Omra. Tbe sotith- 
v.f st end of Tiokea is in latitude 14*31' 12" S., 
loogitud© 145" y 30" W.; Oura bears S. (it^ W., 
distant four and a half miles. Then the tender 
passed to Manhii an ! Ahii, vmuv\ the nocUl Bide 
of Nairsa, or Dean s Island, to Taliiti, 

Little appears to be known of tbe history of the 
Pamnotu Islands, or their inbaUtanls. At Tahiti 
I obtained some informalioii firom em who had 
bei 11 much among the group, and believe that it 
is as authentic as can be obtained, and may be 
rdiedon. 

The Island of ATina or Chain Island, has hrr-n 
the principal seat of £K)wer, the natives of which 
bad frequent^ waged war on the others, and suc- 
ceeded in conquering all to the west of Hau or Bow 
Island, with which Uiey have frequently fought. 

In the reign of the fir'-t r uiiLire, under Tomatiti, 
they even attempted the conquest of Tahiti, and 
Boeoeedod in overooming the amaU peninsula of 
Taiarabu. The storv is, that they wei-e about to 
continue their attack ou the larger island, when 
Tomatiti received a written letter from Pomare, 
which raiispfl hnstilities to be suspended; and after 
iuriimr uegotiauon, finally led to Tomatiti's re- 
tiring from the island with a large present of 
ham, tapa» &c. Mothwitbstanding this, the Chain 
lafuiders reraidned nominally nndsr the govcm* 
mont of Tahiti, and now ftoknowtodgo tlrar do- 
pcudeuce on it. 

Anaa or Chain Island, is one of the smallest, 
yet it is the most thickly-peopled island of the 
whole group. It is said to coutain five thousand 
inhabitant^ which large nmnber is accounted for 
by ^e eonqnest of tlw other islands, and taking 
their inhabitants off as eaptiTes. In the Bst of the 
islands and their population, it will be seen how 
few remain on the other islands in comparison 
iritfi tUn mimber* The whole island is one cocoa- 
niit givTO, and tlM piinsipal food ia fish and 



nuts. The foiiner are caught in lai^ quantities 
in the lagoon, A great change has been brought 
about in the chanicter of these islanders within 
the last twenty -five years, during which theTft- 
hitian missionaries have been established at Anaa. 
Before this period, the inhabitants M-ere cannibals. 
Since the residmee of the missionaries, they have 
imljt!>ed better tastes ; and the Christian influence 
lias also made them mure peaceful. This change 
was first evinced by the treatment of their cap- 
tives^ whom they allowed to retnni, if they chos^ 
to their own ishmd ; but rtaey many of fliem had 
married at Anaa, and became penuanent residents 
there, and few Imve taken advantage of the per- 
mission toretun* Notwithstanding tlie nmnerom 
population, they are said to have an abundance of 
food. The people of Anaa still consider the in- 
habitants of the eastern islands as cannibals ; but 
tlieir statement in this respect b little to be de- 
pended upon, for they have no communication 
whatever with tli(»so whom they class ujider this 
denuminatioUj seldom exteudiu^; themselves be- 
yond Han OP Bow Island. 

The Paumotuans are considered more wnrlike 
than the Tafaitians, fur which reason Pomare I. 
kept a body-guard of them in pi«f»ence to his 
own subjectf^. 1'hcy Iiave the reputation of bdllg 
an houcst and truslworthy race. 

These isUuiders are certainly not all from lbs 
same stock; and those of the DimppointmsBt 
Group, whom we were mndi slniek with at Ae 
time of our visit, in particular differ from the 
others. Since we have seen all the different Poly- 
nesian groups, these appear, howoTor extraorduuuy 
it mny be, to vessodMs tho Fcejco islanden mottt 

than any other. 

Uy all account;), tliey speak a different dialect 
from that of the Tahitian nation. The difference 
is, however, not great, for I was told that it re- 
quired but a few weeks for any of the natives to 
acquire it. Mr. Hale met several Paumotuans at 
Hmsvu Bay, and among them bo found one by 
tho name of Tuoni, who oonflnosd tlw asoowits I 
liave detailed above. 

The population of this group I bftve no where 
seen given; I have tlienfoi-e endeavoured to ob- 
tain the most satisfactory infornuitiou in relation 
U) it: the whole amounts, in round 
ftbcut ten thonsand, as foUows s 

Ali,l:i ....«»_. 

....... IW 

Aratica ...»■•• SO 

Nairsa .•.,••* M 

Mftia MS 

Itiirick .,.*>■« MS 

King George** MO 

Vtiici-nues ••«.•. IS 

Raraka ....... 40 

WytiKthee 70 

Otooho 40 

Bow Jtland 60 

MaaKA RevA, or Gambler Island . . SOOO 

8er1e laland SO 

Clermoiit de Tooaem .... 120 

8S70 

BsitoftlwBienp . * UM 

IMM 

The advancemriit of civilization by their inter- 
course with the whites, together with the missionary 
inflnMMO^ wQl pnC an end to cannibalism, and pvo- 
nole pesos among all tho isbnden of ths gnmpj 
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not only Mneliorating the condition of the natives, 

but protecting tlie unfortunate mariner wlio may 
be wrecked within this dangerous archipelago. 

From what has been sud of the Paumotu Groap, 
U is evident it can afford but few advantam fer 
commercial enterprise ; the only article wnidi of 
late yeai-s has been sought for amoiif; tlio islands, 
is the pearl qyster-shell, of which considerable 



quantities have been obtained. The 
gaged In the fishery belong to foreigners, who 
reside at Tahiti. The mode of taking tho oysters 
is by natives^ wbo are employed as divers, for a 
very small compensation. It is much to be rc 
gieCted, that the traders should have recourse to 
the demoralizing eflSwIS of apidtl^ Ib ■*'"*r*ntiirg 
their excxtioas. 
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The beauty of the distant view of Taliiti has been 
celebrated by all navigatorSy but I must confess 
that it disappointed me. The entire outline of the 
island was visible for too short a time, and at too 
ereat distjuice to jiermit its boasted features t » be 
dtstinctly seen. Upon a second and nearer view, 
its jagged peaks and rugged inaeeesalUe mountains 
were visible, but we looked in vain for the vcrriant 
groves wliich are said by ail writers to clothe it. 
nieee indeed exist, but are confined to a narrow 
belt of low land, lying between the mountains and 
the shore, and being unseen at a distance, the 
general aspect of the ishind is that of ft land M- 
eentlv thrown up by voloanic action. 

When, however, Taliitl is approaehed so near aa 
to make separate ol jects visible, the contrast be- 
tween it and the barren coast of i'eru becomes 
striking. Even upon the steep surface of its cliffs, 
vegetation abounds; the belt of low land is covered 
wiUi the tropical trees peculiar to Polynesia; while 
tlw Ugh peMii and wall-fiMwd mountains in the 
rear are covered witlt vinea and creeping plants. 
This verdure is seen to rtse from a qmet girdle of 
water, which is again surrounded by a line of 
bceakorBy dashing in snow-white foam on the en- 
eiiding leefe ef eonl. Sodi objeeta are mdBcieiit 
to form a beautiful landscape, and my disappoint- 
roent probably ai'ose in part from finding every 
thing more diminutive than I had been led to 
imagine from the liigbly- wrought descriptiona I 
had been pcru-sing only a few days before. 

We were sun-ounded, even before we anchored, 
bjr caooea of all shapes and sizes^ whoee crews 
made a prodigions elamonr. I at onoe interdicted 
any one who wag n tt a chief fnnn coming on 
board; but upon tins l>eing announced, every one 
claimed to be a cbi' f r>f some deeeriplion or other. 
Only tbp prfat cliirfs, therefore, were admitted. 
These came oft" in whale-boats, which are now 
saperseduig the canoe, and bronght with them 
tnAing prssenta of firadk It was soon foond that 



their errand was not one of mere ceremony, hut 
was intended to solicit the waahiag of oar dirty 
linen, a business which is among the premgatives 
of the queen and chiefs. I was informed that tho 
queen, being euc^itUe, was residing on the opposite 
side of the isUnd, which would prevent her from 
paying us a visit. 1 was, tberniare, at Hlierty to 
osL :i distlngulslied laundress, and spared 
tlte pain of resisting her royal solicitations for soap, 
an artide much needed mid ia great vsqueat at 

Tahiti. 

I was glad when the night closed in, to be rid of 
our numerous visitors. The pilot, who goes by the 
name of ^^Knglish Jim," was equally so, for he 
dioee to be ooosidered as the only privileged per- 
son, and, besides, was looking somewhat to his own 
profit in the line of clothes-washing, a business 
which the presence of the eliieb t h re aten ed to 
interfere with. Jim is quite a re?peptabIe-looking 
man, dresses iu the Eui-opean fashion, and speaks 
English, which he has acquired on boa^ of whale- 
ships, tolerably well. Although a good pilot, so 
far as a knowledge of the shoals go, he noes not 
understMid what to do with a vessel in case of 
difficulty. He told me that he had been loolung 
out for TsaMla for some days, for H had tfami- 
dered. 

The two peninsulas, if they may be so termed, 
of which the island of Tahiti is made up, are of 
very different characters. The smaller one, called 
Tairaboo, and usually spoken of as " tlic small 
island," is said to be the most fertile : it possesses 
some harbours, but they are little better Imown 
than they were half » centnry ago. Both penin- 
suh.H J) )r,sr cs twenty-four harboure, including the 
good and bad. Tahiti Proper contains the best^ 
and thereibre enanMsea all die oomoMtioa* It liaa 
in consequence Msn for many yean tfie teat of 

government. 

Tho whole island is of volcanic formation, but 
there is no Umget any aetive igneous aetioo« mux ia 
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there any well-defined crater t» be seen. Coral 
reefs, with nccasional opf?iiiTip;s, nr»» rittnchpd t i the 
shuitit}, and thu l^gtir utiaud (Tatuu) liaa almi a sea 
reef. Between the two reefs is an almost con- 
tinaoiH ofaannd fnr boat oavigatiMi, and oa the 
nortbem side they enoloaa many safe and «om- 
modiouB hnrboors for shipping. On tills si le also 
Teasels may pass from harbour to Uarbuur, within 
ike outer reef. This nef Tairiea in breadlli fvom 
a few yarda to fifty, or even a hundrprl. The vhnre 
that adjoins the coral reef in formed of black vul- 
fsanie sand, oeeaaionally mixed with comminuted 
shells, which give it a gi*ayiiih hue. Basaltic rid^s 
reach the sea at intervals, and form projectuig 
points of moderate elevation. 

An obeenratoiy was eatabliahed at Point Yeuoa, 
aadfinmislied witn boA astronomieand magnette {»• 
atminciits; and as Rr:oii :u-, the repairs of the vessels 
had made such prugreijii as to permit ity parties 
were formed for the survey of uie four fwincipal 
harbours ai^l tlm rhriTincls between tlicm. These 
ImrbouTB, Matavui, i':i;i;u>a, Toanoa, and Papieti, 
are so important to tiiu many whale^ips which 
visit this iaiand, that X felt it an impetative duly 
toobtMnaoonxaiediartBoftheinall. At the same 
time, a large party of officers and natumli ts wan 
ordered to &Km the island, to reach, if possible, 
Orobena, one of tibe highest peaks, and to visit 
Lake Waiherea. 

1 had been in hopes of obtainiiig a full series of 
moou culminating stars on Point Venus ; but I 
was disappointed, for it rained almost every night. 
I was, therefore, compelled to rely for the longi- 
tude on the chronometers alone, and restricted 
even in that method to observatimiB of the aun. I 
was, bowev«r, well pleased to find fliaft my reanits 
difTrie I from the best preceding authnritif s no 
more than i' 33" of apace. These authorities 
give 149P 29' 43^ W. for the longitude of Point 
Venus. 

The monntaios were obscured by cbuda during 
the whole time Of wjwtMy, and no angles could be 
taken for the measurement of their heights, nor 
eould the party I detached for the purpose reach 
their summits ; but the Peacorl r< mai ied for 
some days after my departure, and Captain Hudson, 
with his officers, succeeded in measuring the height 
of Aorai, the peak which is next in height to Oro- 
bena. Thia he found to be six thousand nine hun- 
dred and seventy-nine feet ; and as Orohena ap- 
peared to be about one thousand five hundred feet 
higher, the height of the latter peak may be set 
down as about eight thousand five hundred feet 
above the level of the aea. From these two peaks, 
ridges diverge to all parts of flie eoeat» fluNming 
off spm's as they deee n l. These ridges are pre- 
cipitous, and for the mot>t part narrow. In many 
instaneee their lommit k a mere edge, making 
walking upon them not onfy danigenMU^ Imt often 
impossible. 

The governor of the district of Matavai, Taua, 
was the first aequaintance of any diatinetioa that 
we made. He liad already visited the Yineennee on 

her anchoring. He is a fine-looklnj^ ui ni, huj^e 
proportions, and has a large establi.Hhtuent near 
Point Venus, where be monopolized nearly all the 
washing, which wa.«( performed by his numerous 
dependants. By thi«i business he dei'ivcs isome 
remuneration for the cost of feeding and clothing 
liufn, potting the gains of their labour into bis own 



poeket Sneb, ait leaat, fa hb own neooont of the 

transaeti'in. 

Taua's usual dress was a tiUiped coiuni Bhirt, 
nanbeen pantaloons that had once been yellow, and 
a round jndtet of blue doth. Both ahirt and pan- 
taloons were too tigb^ and be bad neither sus- 
penders nor stockings, aUli niph he wore shoes. In 
this guise be hxtd an awkward look, which, he pro* 
bebly would not lutTe exhibited u n native eoe- 
tume. 

He was profuse in offers of hospitality at his own 
if and many of the officera were induced to 
accept his invitations. His entertainments appear 
to have been of the same geueral character with 
tiiat to wliich I was ti catcd, and which will, there- 
fore, serve as a specimen of the mode in wiikh 
eudi thhiga am done by the '^good aoeiety** of 
Tahiti 

We reached his dwelUng in time to see the pre- 
parations for the feast. Theee were entrusted to 
Ilia n>an of all work, Stephen, or, as he called him, 
" Stiffin." This useful personage exhibited his 
dexterity, not only in cooking, but in killing the 
ponltnr. The liird aeleeted waa & cock, for the 
TWfaitiane well underetand the diifeNnee m Taloe 
bttwi ■ n it and the hens ; and Stephen exhibited 
much adroituesa in the slaying, pludiing, and 
dresung. While this was going on, the stones for 
the Tahitian oven, so often described by voyager?!, 
were heating, and when they had acquired the 
proper temperature, the ashes were carefully swept 
off, — bread-fruit, tare, and plantains, wrapped in 
leaves, were then laid on the stones, with the fowl 
in tin; centre, and the whole covered up. In about 
an hour the oven was caiefoil/ opened, the oon< 
tents expoeed, and found to be thoroughly cooked. 
'J'he dinner was then served in an earthen dish, 
j with a knife and fork, when, although the fowl was 
somewhat toagb, it was greatly xelMied. The din* 

iifr }^nur ■nas One o'clock. 

Tuua, according to tlic universal opinion of the 
sqnadron, did not improve upon a ckiser acquaint- 
ance. His intrusive and orMdy dispoHtion, not to 
mention his fondness for Uie bottle, rendend him 
daily a !• ss Icomc visitor than at first. I must, 
however, do hira the justice to say, that if he were 
wanting in other traita of dinvneter that on|dit to 
distingui.nh a chief, he did the honours of his house 
admirably, and that he must be seen in the capacity 
of a host, if a faTouimble opinion is to be fonned of 
his character. 

On tlie iuvitiition of the Rev. Mr. Wilson, I 
visited liim at the mission-house, and was kindly 
received. This ^itlemam is seventv-two years of 
age, and is the oMeet missionary on ue fabnd. In 
spite nf liis rid\ ;iueoLl ai;r', lio still performs all the 
duties of Ilia cure. Tiie church and the parsonage 
are both frame houses. The former, which is 
neatly built, is mjnhlr nf containing a large con- 
gregation. The Sabbaik occurred on Satuniay, by 
our reckoning, and all laboor was suspended. I 
thought the attendance on wonhip small, com- 
pared with what I bad been led to anticipate. 
There w i rt li ss than two hundred persons present, 
and tiiey did not appear to be as attentive aa they 
had been represented. The women were more 
numerotiH than tlir othf r sr x, and were dressed in 
a most unbeconnng manner. They wore high 
flaring diip bonnets of thdir own mauufacture, 
looae gay^eohnired silk fieodn^ with showy ken; 
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chiefs tied around their necks. Nothing can ap- 
pear more ovtrc than tlicy do in tliese habilinientfi, 
and I was at a loss to conceive how they could, in 
particular, faftve been indaoed to adopt a covering 

for the head, which affords no pnitection from tlie 
suu, and ia m cutiaequeuce so ill-adapted to tiie 
climate. 

A Tahitian changes his residence witliout diffi- 
culty or inconvenience; food is every where to be 
had in abundance, and lodgings never enter into 
his calculation. While the squadroa waa at Ma- 
tavai Bay, 4h« ntrmber of those who appewred to 
inhabit shor- s w luld l av f given a very erro- 
neous estimate of the usual popuiatiutt. They were 
assembled from every part of the island, and the 
ri>;ht of occupying each spare nook in the hou^^H 
of tiie permaneui eettlera seems to be universally 
admitted. When thia Maonrcc fails, they are to 
be aeen beneath trees, or upon the b^eh, within a 
few feet of the water's edge, deling aaaoundly, 
although without any oofwi^g, aa if mey wm be- 
neath their own ruofik 

In our whole fattefeoune with the inhabitanta off 
Tahiti, we did not hear of a ungle art of theft, al- 
though there were innumerable oppui'tunlties for 
its commission, without the posribil^jr of immediate 
detection. They seemed always in a p^ood humour, 
gay, happy, and cheerful ; iiur did I witness a 
single quarrel among all the crowds that were as- 
sembled at Foint Venus, during our eta^f. They 
are, however, inveterate beggars. 

At the invitation of Mr. i'ritchard, I visited the 
school under liis directitm at Fapieti. This gentle- 
man was, a few years since, a raissionar}', but now 
holds the station of Hrr T?ritannic Majesty's consul. 
He hafl not, however, abuiidoned all his niisbiuu- 
ary duties. 

The school is held in the church, a large frame 
building, much like a New England meeting-house. 
It has numer ins a iii-id'A a large gallery, and j>ewH 
capable of containing a great number of people. 
AU who were present were well dressed, and the 
assemblage, except from the colour of their skins, 
could have been, with difficulty, distinguished from 
a Sunday school in the United States. 

The exhibition of tiie schools did not surprise me 
so much as the fact that few natives are to be met 
with who cannot both read and write. This was 
not confined to the yoanser part of the population, 
bat was trae even of uose ad^wneed in yeara. 
I also learned tli it tli' V had sehoots among them- 
selves, and that parents were well aware of the 
advantages attendant on aending tfaeir ehildren to 
them. In these scIkjoIs great pains are taken to 
inculcate cleanly and iudustriuus liabits, withsouud 
moral and religious principles. 

The honra of atteudaoice are oonfined to the fore> 
noon, and during these the adioola are otowded. 
Tilt parents are unwilling that their ehUdfOn 
should be confined for a longer time. 

Our oanaa], Vr. Bhwkler, had made complaints 
to me, aa aeon as I arrived, of the conduct of the 
qtieea and government, and asked my inter- 
ferenee. The diargea eonaintad in tiia fSoUowfaif 
items : 

1. The seizure of an American whale-boat and 

ill-treatment of the crew. 

2. That fines had been unjustly imposed ou Ame- 

& The nfiMl to apprehend deaertein from 



American ships, or to provide a place for their 
safe keeping. 

4. The evasion of a promise to provide » 
plaoe for tfio tnuuaetion of the bnsi- 

ness. 

In consequence of these complaints, I had imme- 
diately requested that a oonneil of the oMefs might 
be lield, and the 17th September was appointed for 
the purpose. Ou this day I ordered all the officers 
that could be spared from the vessels to attend. 
Captain Hudson and myself set out at an early 
hour, accompanied by several boats. We passed 
down through tlje reefs, and reached Papieti at ten 
o'clock, where we were joined by oar consul, and 
in his company proceeded to the bull^bi* which 
has been mentioned as the scene of the cxnibiti4»n 
of the schools. Here we were received by Mr. 
Pritchard, who politely showed us to the aeati wo 
weire to oooopr. He then called the names of 
the ehiefa, and eadi answering in his turn, took 
his seat w the dda of the bwlding oppsaita to 
us. 

The meeting being ready (br bnrfness^ I vend 

from a paper a list of the grievnnct'rt compIaiDed 
of. This was translated sentence by senteaoe by 
a Mr. Darling. When I had finished, Paefiii a 
chief, who holds the office of chief judge, appeared 
to make a reply. He began by apologiidng tor the 
absence of the queen, caused by her approaching 
confinement, and then reqoseted a oopy of the 
paper whieb had been read, in order that it might 
be considered and answered. He stated that it in- 
cluded too many points to be decided upon and 
answered at ouce, but promised that the matter 
should be examined, and the hiiiimisa tumrlndird aa 
speedily as possible. 

This request was so reasonable that I at onee 
assented to it. I thought the pn^osed mode far 
better, and it was more agrerable to me than a 
public discussion would have been, in which confu- 
sion could hardly be avoided. I therefore broke up 
the meeting, alter atatuig that I should look for a 
satisfactory repfy on mj oomlng hi the Yinosnnea 
U» Papieti. 

Many of the chiefs seemed disposed to act cor- 
rectly and do justice, at least they repeatedly ex- 
pressed their good intentions. It was also evident 
to me, that their minds were greatly relieved by 
the moderation of the domanda, for they had feared 
that these were to lie of some extiaorcunary kind, 
and might perhaps include a claim for heavy 
damages. Indeed, since the large contribution 
levied on this island by the French, the government 
has entertained aj>prcliensions, and drenls the 
arrival of men-of-\vai\ These fears are talien ad- 
vantage of by many ill-disposed residents, who omit 
no opportunity to ^raotise npcm their alani% and 
to threaten them vnth fordgn In ter ference. 

Much complaint has been made of the influence 
which the mimionaries, and Mr. Pritchard in par- 
ticular, exercise over the government of Tahiti. 
They have, tmqnestionably, great influence; but I 
am satisfied that they are justly entitled to it 
Indeed I cannot but consider it as part of their 
duty, nay, the great object of their miarion, to ac- 
quire and exercise a mlutary control over their 
converts, both of high and low degree. My own 
observations satisfied mo that this control is exerted 
solely for the purpose of fulfilling the toadablo ob- 
ject for which they wom aent. U is possibla thai 
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tlieir vieiVB of the yropet method of instmeAing an 1 

ignorant people aiv- nat nt all times, or in every re- 
spect, tlie must enlightened; but no one can with 
propriety question their pious zea), or the honesty 
of their intentionib We laaj perhaps lament their 
intolertmee to^rmttiB other sects, but no one cm 
visit the i.«land without perceiving on every eide 
the rooet positive evidence of the great benefits 
they httve already heatowedi and are daOy eonfer- 
ing upon the inhabitants. 

All this sood has been done in the face of many 
and great diflSculties. Tho moat serious of these is 
the evil influence of a large portion of the other 
foreign residents. Although among these are some 
wlio are truly respectable, the majority is made up 
of runaways from the English convict settlements^ 
and dese rt er s ftom vaMem. These men, the oat- 
casts and refuse of every maritime nation, .n i" ad- 
dieted to every description of vice, and would be a 
peat even in a civilized community. It may easily 
be conceived what an injin-irii? influence such a 
baud of vagabonds, without trade or occupation by 
which they can support themselv^ guilty of every 
spaeiea of profaaitiy and erime, must exert upon the 
momht of the natSveiu and what a barrier they 
ir u^t oppote to thdr linpnnmnent in mozalaaDd 
religion. 

TahM, when lint vMted, was proverbial for its 

licentiousness, and it would be aakrng too much, to 
require that after so short an enjoyment of the 
means of instruction, and in the fi^e of such obsta- 
cles, its inhabitants should as a body have become 
patterns of good morals. Licentiousness does still 
exist among them, but the foreign residents and 
visitors are in a great degree Uie oanae of its con> 
tinnanee, and an anhridled interconrse with then 
serves to perpetuate it. Severe laws have been 
Miacted, but Uiey cannot be put in force in cases 
where one of tiie parliea is a foreigner. I see no 
reason, however, why tliis island should be pointed 
out as conspicuous fur licentiousness. When com- 
I»red with many parts of the world that arrogate a 
superior eivilization, it af^peara ahnost in an advan- 
tageous light. Vice, at any rate, does not stalk 
abroad in the open day, as it did in some places 
we had lately visited upon the American continent 
It would be nnfair to judge of theae natives, before 
they had i*eceived instruction, by our rules of pro- 
priety; Mid now many of tlio&e who bear testimony 
to tlw laxity of their morals, visit their shores for 
the very purpose of enticing them into guilt, and of 
rioting without fear or hindrance in debauchery. 
CV)ming with such intentions, and finding them- 
selves checked by the inflnenoe of the misaunarica, 
they rail against Hiem boewme they have pnt an 
end to the obscene d-inoi s an 1 jj^aines of the na- 
tives, and procured the cnactiuent of laws forbid- 
dmg illicit intercourse. 

The missionaries are far from overrating their 
own success in eflecting au improvement in morals, 
and inculcating the obligations of religion. So far 
from this, I found that they generallv oomphdned 
that shioere piety waa rarely to be nnind among 
tlif natives. However this may be, the external 
signs of moral and religious improvement are con- 
spicuous. Many of the natives are scrupulous in 
tlieir attention to Christian datiea, and tnembers 
in communion of the church. All are strict ob- 
servers of the Sabbath ; indeed, nowhere is its 
institiitjuNi mora zeligiQusly attended to than in 



those Polynesian islands which are under mieeionaiiy 

influence. On that day no canoe iHnnclied upon 
the waters, and no person is sct u abroad except 
while on his way to or return from church. When 
thus seen, they are matly and decently dothed, 
although in very bad taste. At ohtnvh they form 
a respectable-looking congregatioo^ and tiatoi with 
attention to tlie preacher. 

The suceeaa of the sdaaionazlea in introdocing 
this strict observance of a Sabbath is ascribed by 
themselves in a great degree to it« analogy to the 
taboo-days of heathen times, and the continuance 
of its sanctity is now insured by the penalties which 
await an infraction of it. The punisliment fur 
Sabbath-breaking consists in the offender being 
compelled to make a certain number of fathoms of 
road, and npon a repetition of the offenee, tho 
number of fathoms is much incrcapc I. 

Although much has been done fur-ihe improve- 
ment of the natives, still it appears evident that 
much more might have been done if the mission- 
aries had not conhned tliemselves so exclusively 
to teaching from the Scriptures. The natives, by 
all aocountSy are extremely £Dnd of atorv-telUng, 
and marvellons tales of iheir inoeelori and ancient 
gods are even now a source of amusement. The 
missionaries^ as I am told, possess much informa> 
tion in rdation to llie Idstory and mydiology of the 
island, embodied in tlic superstitious tales still oc- 
casionally current among its inhabitants. It is to 
be hoped that they will preserve a record of these, 
before they are obliterated by their exertions to 
destroy the ancient superstition. But they would 
have succeeded sooner in eradicating the practice 
of reciting these legends, had they provided a sub- 
•titnte in woito of fietloD, {ncuKating moral and 
religious lessons, or teaoliini; iisifnl l.trnwlr-ir^-.. So 
also, while it was indispensable to put down those 
amusements which were 'die means or incentives 
to debauchery, this measure ought to have been 
accompanied by the introduction of innocent modes 
of recreation. For want of Uie ibst resource, much 
time is now spoit in unmeaning goanp, and the 
necessity for the other is often uiown in a listless 
idleness. 

No attempt has been made by the missionaries 
to introdnee (he meebanie arts, or improvemeintB in 

agriculture, yet it cannot be doubted, that to have 
taught them even tlie simplest of these, woxild have 
materially aided the pn^ress of civilization, and 
reacted favourably upon that of religion. The 
failure of a cotton manufactory, with expensive 
machinery, which was erected on the island of 
Eimeq, affords no argument against the probable 
aaeeeaa of leas eomplsx arts. The natives wera 
not prepared to pass at once fnim habits of de- 
sultory exertion to the regular and stated occupa- 
tion of the mill. But the spinning-wheel, the hand- 
loom, and the plough, would not liave required such 
a decided change in the number of hours ot iabuiur, 
and would have served as a prefMiration for more 
oontmuooa indoatiy. The two fonuer impiements 
have at length been introdneed by ollwr bandiy 

' and have already boon adopted wiUI oagemaw hf 
some of the natives. 

The change of dress which has been introduced 
by the missionaries and other foreigners, has, on 
the contrary, liad an injurious effect on the industry 
of this people. While they wore their native tapa, 
the £sbiie, though of little valnOf gave employmeni 



Digitized by Google 



CauMa of want of Indusln, 
CoottlMitkMiarXklitti 



TAHITI. 



Uueen Pomare and the royat 
IkBilj. 



to numben of women; and tiiis ebaage of dms, 

intended a-s an advance in civilization, has had the 
effect of superaediog employments which formerly 
engaged their attention, and occupied their time. 
The idleness hence an«ing, and tlic artificial wnnta 
thus created, have uo little influence in perpetuating 
licratioosness among the females, to whom foreign 
finny ia » great temptation. The European dreaa^ 
At murt as wont by them, is neither as becmning, 
nor as well adapted to the climate as that which it 
has almost superseded. Many of the miflsionaries 
now see these things in their true ligh^ and in* 
formed me that th y were eudaaTOVringtopimne a 
more enlightened course. 

My experience warrants me in saying that the 
natives of Tahiti are honest, weU-behaved, and 
obliging ; that no drunkenness or rioting ts to be 
seen, except ^vhen provoked by their white visitors 
and inmates, and that they are obedient to the laws 
and to tiwlr mien. That they shoaM be 
]ttratively indolent is natural, in a climate whevn 
the frnits of the earth almost spontaneously ^supply 
ihff wanto off nature, and where a mere animal ex- 
istence may be maintained without labour. No 
people is, in truth, so independent of the aid even 
of their fellows as the Tahitians. A native may 
in the moxning be wholly destitute even of imple- 
ments whera^tb to work, and before nightfall he 
may Ic: fi uinl clothci:!, lodged, and have all the 
necessaries of Ide lU'oiind him in abundance. These 
he derives from the cocoa-nut, the pooroo (hibiscus 
tiliaceus), banana, bread-fmit, rtTid bamboo. That 
he does not find it necessary to call upon others fur 
MBistance, does not make him forget the duties of 
ho^itali^f but it does jwoduee ft thoqghtlessness 
about his own want^ and takes away taat inelte- 
im lit { > lahour, which is s » powerful an aid in the 
promotion of civilization. Still, 1 am satisfied that 
tibe Tkhitkns do not avoid labour, when they can 
work with profit to thrms' lvrs. Those who were 
employed on board the squadron, whei-e their pay 
was liberal and regular, performed their ta^ks 
faithfully and well; and they bear the same cha- 
racter for fidelity in the whale-ships, on board of 
whicii they are much employed. Some of them 
are now engaged in the culture of the sugar-cane ; 
and ft singM native phmtatiei^ was uentioiMd to 
me, of which the preceding year's crop had amounted 
to five tons. Coffee has aho been planted, and sue- 
needs remarkably well. Much more, too, would 
have hecn done in these productions had their 
indutttry been encouraged by the missionaries, a« 
a body; but, while some of them have done their 
utmost to stimnlato the natives to exertion, others 
hftTe altogether ^Bseonntenaneed any attempts to 
introduc * ru w articles of culture. 

One of the must important consequences of the 
inlVOdaetion of civlli^tion has been the establish- 
ment of a settled rrnstir .tion. This was framed 
by the missionaries in IH2'6, upon the model of that 
of Enghind, and was revised in 1826. The royal 
ftttthonty inelttdes the power of the v^o^ the nomi- 
nation of the snpreme judges, and of all offie«n 
connrct^ d with the person of the sovt i i Icm, The 
crown is hereditary, descendii^ either to males or 
fcmalcs. The legisUtive power is lodged in an 
n=:-srmbly, composed of two members from each 
district, chosen triennial ly by the people. This 
convened annnaUy for the purpose of 
ig existinig Uamg oar enaeting new ones. 



It has also aenn^nmnal meetings, and may be eon> 

vencd more frcijuently, if necessary, for the dis- 
cussion of questions of importanoe. All enact- 
ments of the legishUnrs^ before they beoonw laws, 
are laid before the queen for her approbation and 
signature. When this is affixed, they are carried 
into effect by the judges and the ofBcers of the 
crown. Should she refuse her signature, they 
are rsvised and remodified, or laid aside alto- 
gether. 

The island is divided into seven districtsi, each of 
whieh has an inferior court for the trisl of ordmary 

cases. This consists of two judges, who are not 
uufrcquently also members of the legislature. The 
decision of these courts must be founded npon 
evidence, and appeal Ues to the supreme tribunal. 

This supreme court is composed of seven judges, 
two of whom ai'e residents of the island of Eimeo. 
The judges are also executive officers, and nearly 
all are ehlelb. This double capacity gives them 
^rent Influence, and their po-^t r in sufficient to 
supply, in part, the ciueen's want of energy, but at 
the same time aerves aa a diedc against any 
encroadunent npon ths prsngadTes of the aovc' 
reign. 

The powers of this court even eiiend to aa 
impeaebment of the royal mler. 
The mode of trial, botii of civil and criminal 

casts, Is hy a jury, and free argument is allowed. 
The testimony is not given upon oath, but tlie 
penalty for giving false evidence ia severe. The 
jury is composed of six persons; and evcty one has 
the right of being tried by his peers. 

The reigning queen is named Aimata, but is 
mors nsmdly known as Pomare I \'. She is tlie 
dster of ibe late lung, and grand-daughter to that 
Pomare I. who acquired the sovereignty of Tahiti 
soon after its discovery. She is now (1830) about 
twenty-seven years of age, and has beoi tirice 
marrif (1 : the first time to Pomare, a young chief of 
Taliaa, from whom she was divorced ; the second, 
to a young chief cf the island of Huaheine, by 
whom she has one son, the heir of the throne. The 
general appellation he goes by is Pomare taue, 
equivalent to king-consort. 

Next in rank to the queen is her axmt, Ariapaca, 
the eldest sister of bar mother, and at one thne 
qumi-regent. She still possesses groat infln. nor. 

in case of failure of tlie queen's posterity, the 
next heirs to the throne are the princesses Ninito 
and Tail, w ho are the queen's oouaios, and nieces 
to Pomare II. 

Uata, the godfather of the queen, although not a 
chief by biru, has from this connexion obtained 
great influence in the qucen*8 councils, and may be 
termed prime minister. 

The seven judges of the supreme tribunal are 
nominated by the queen, but the nomination must 
he confirmed by the legislature. Those who at 
present hold the office are all large landholders, 
and men of the highest diaiaeter and intelligence 
to be found in the population. They are in foet 
the rulers of the kingdom. Five of them, viz. 
Paofai, Mare, Utami, Taati, and Tanoni, reside on 
the island of Tahiti ; the other two, Ruetone and 
Mahine, at Eimeo, 

In spite of the small extrnt of ihr- l;inp'dom, it is 
not without subjects to distract its eouuciis. There 
are two distinct parties : the one led by the queen 
and the miiwowariwi j the other, by mdw of the 
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chiela. The leaden of the Utter are Paofai, HitoU, 

and Taua, who arc tl -x t nde<l from tli> .mcient kings 
dethroned by Pomare 1. These chiefs have Urge 
donuihia, taa nuoy of the raatiraa (taadholdeni) 
ti\];r prtrt with them. They arr, Vtr«tf)r«i, disthi- 
gui&hed by <|ualiues which give tlu-m coimidenitiun 
amottg tiM wlanders. Paofai, who ha» more tlian 
once been spoken of, holds the office of chief judge, 
and is considered as the best statesman on the 
island. liitoti is distinj^nished for a di;;nity, up- 
rightneflSyand good sense, which a>minand universal 
reHpeet Tbua ]>osseaNB a high repatation m » 
brave and ftkilful warrior. 

Of these three leadijrs, liitoti alone is wholly 
free from repRWOh. Paofai is accused of covetous- 
nesa, and a propensity to intrigue ; and Tmsm, of » 
fondness fur intoxicating drinks. 

The queen, however, contrives to rule in all mnt- 
ters that ri(rtitfollj betong to her ; and, by the aid 
of tiio miltlonarieB, iraUotains her ground against 
this strong opposition, although its leaders Imve 
generally the power to detennine the course of 
policy to be pursued, and entire attlliofitjr over the 
execution of the laws. They arp tn-ieh opposed to 
foreigners, and have made sevemi attempts to have 
UMm bMiiihod from tfie island. They are «ii^>o«ed 
to entertain the deai^ of setting asido the queen, 
on account of her irregular bebavioirr and vices; 
but this plan is not likely to succeed, hecauso of 
the peraooal popularity alio enjoys, and the num- 
ber of adberents die ipom e m m among the pe«^1ew 
In conformity wiA aach a deBipn, these chiefs are 
said to be continually watching fur opportunities to 
increase their own power and diminish the royal 
authority. Among the occasions of which they 
endeavoured to avail themselves, was the celebrated 
affair of tlie Roman Catholic priests, the circuni- 
atanoes of which, as nearly as I could learn from 
the olafeBBwnts of boHi parrno, are as follows t-^ 

Two pricst.s of this dcnrimination, who had been 
stationed at tlic Manga Heva, or Gambier Group, 
Unded on the southern side of the island, and tra- 
velled towards Papieti, preaching the doctrines of 
their church. They, however, fotmd none willing 
to listen, and it is said, tliat no native would receive 
them into his house. On their anival at Papieti, 
however, Paofai, Hitoti, and some other chiefs, 
grtvt' till 111 c inntenancc, and they wni Im^j itibiy 
received by Mr. Morenhout, the acting American 
eonsnl, who, however, did not lodge them under his 
own roof, but in an adjacent building. The people, 
however, excited by the preaching of the English 
missionaries, brukt into the building, and compelled 
the priests to embark on board a small vessel, 
which carried them to Uea, or Wallis Island, about 
two thousand milrs to the west of Tahiti. 

In considering this questiioi calmly, and strip- 
ping il of flio exaggeratians witli which bo4h par* 
ties have loaded it, it is difTinilt tn sny which was 
most in the wrong. The Pruiestant religion was 
established by Uw upon Ute bland, to the exduskNl 
of all others, and this the priests well knew; nor 
can any but zealots, who think that those whom 
they style heretics are worse than infidf Is, excuse 
their intmska upon missionanr ground already 
fully and suec o s sfa lly ooeopied. On the odier 
ljuiid, their precipitntc expulsion, under rircmn- 
stances of great hardship, exhibited an uncliriBtian 
spirit, for which the resident missiooaries may 
jnst^ be iMdd raqponsibie^ as thoy nnqowtiunably 



had tt In their power to prevent any positiTe fit ' 

treatment on the part nf the natives. ' 

Tiie coiisequences of thb expulsion of the priesta . > 
remain to be related. In doe course of time the ■ 
French frigate Venus, comn^nndfd by M. Du Petit ' 
ThounrSj arrived at the island, and anchored in the i 
harbour of PapietL The commander imasdiately ! 
demanded satisfaction for the outrage committed ( 
on his countrymen the priests, and threatened that < 
unless two fli iisrind dollars were paid him witliin i 
twenty-four hours, he would fire upon and burn i 
the town of Fapieti. The queen had no money, i 
and was inclined, as I was told, to let the French i 
do their worst ; but as in tliis case the loss would 

I Imve fallen wholly On the foreign residents, the I 
required sum was collected from thtin by Mr. I 
Pritchard, and paid to M. Du Petit Thouars. A « 
treaty \^a.s also forced upon the government, allow- 3 
ing all Frenclmien to visit the isUnd freely, to 
erect dmrdies, and to practise their religion. 
Thus the local la«H vrrrr nl rogated umler the ' 

I threats of an irresistible foi-ce, and the national 
indei>endence virtually stirrendered* 

Tliis was a high-hniiripd measure on the part of 
the French commaniier, and one that hardly admits 
of justification, particularly the demand for money; 
for he had himself been received with great hospi- 
tality, sod not long before another of his sovereign's 
frigates, the Artemise (I think), Imd been saved 
fr«>m wreck by the unreoompeneed exertions of the 
TahiUans. The amomt demanded also was at 
least four times as great an thr p'-rnniary damage 
incurred by the priests would be reasonably valued 
at. The French eoumiader, fliereforc, appears, 
in thus bullying a defenceless people into the pay- 
ment of an exorbitant indemnity, and into a 
relinrjuishment of the right of admitting or ex- 
cluding foreigners and strange religious creeds, 
hy nmnicipal regulation, in a Ught thr froro advan- 
tigeous. 

We have seen that Paofai and liis party at first I 
countenanced the Freneli priests. This tliey no 
doubt did in the hope of introducmg rh influence 
which might be opposed to that of the Knglush mis- \ 
sionaries. Subsequently to these transactions, and i 
after an attempt bv two fareignsrs to murder MrSi 
Morenhout, they bava ondeavonrsd to ohtsin the 
pa.sHage of a Uw for the expnUon of tH Ihrdgneia 
whatsoever. 

The aversion to the permanent residence of 

foreigners is general, and although there is no law 
forbidding the sale uf Land to them, yet no offers 
have hitherto been found sufficient to induce the 
chiefs to dUpuee of any portion of their soil. They 
find in its poasession an scknowledged riglit to rank 
and respectability, an i it spontaneously yields them 
and their followers tho means of subsistence. So 
powerfbl b this repugnance to the admisrioa of 
forcirnipr^ to any of the privilrp^ea arising from a 
possession of land, that those who are attempting 
to cultivate sagur, Ac, hold their leases by so 
uncertain a tenure as to prevent tfadr making any 
permanent improvement. 

The fertile jwrtion of the island of Tabid lies in 
the valleys, which are of small extent, and in the 
pisin which extends teem the seashore to tlie 

spurs nf tlir- mmintaini. These produce tropical 
[)lants in great abuiidanec and luxuriance, and are 
probably not exceeded in fertUity by any portion of 
the earth's surface. The climate of this 
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mum but nut enervating, and is well adapted ftn> 

the enjovnient of ail the pk-anuri fl of life. To tlii» 
dimate the habits and pursuita of the nattves are 
wdi adapted, or rather they are ita ne euae ary 

results. Their rlisptwitlon leads them to the quiet 
enjoyment of the beautiful »cene« around them. 
Their cottages are to b* Iband in retired and lovely 
spots, and are usually surrounded by ncatly-fcneod 
enelosores. In these, which are often of considers- 
ble extent, are to be set-ii Rowing tlio bi'ead-fniit, vi- 
apple. and orangej, and sometimes extensive groves 
Of tall eoeo»4nit trees. InoaeoonierarethepiAaliea 
of taro and sweet-potatoes. 

The cottages are of an oval form, usually about 
fift) or sixty feet in length, and twenty in bwaJth* 
The walls are formc<l of hambooH set in the ground, 
with intervals of about an inch between them, for 
the admission of light snd air. To the trvp of theHc 
a plate>pieoe of toe hibisctu^ a light and strong 
w(K>d, is laahed wHh rfnnet. FVooi fliia the rafters 
xiaa en all sides, and meet m a ridae, which is about 
bJf the length of the building. The rafters touch 
each other, and are covered with small mats made 
of the panrlnrma leaf. These are closely fittr-d 
together, and lapped over oacU other, fonning an 
impenrious and durable roof. The floor is the 
natural earth ; there are no partiticNii^ bat tapa or 
matting Is employed aa an oeeaalooal Mirseii. A 
building of this dcsof^ptioii ma./ ha eneted for 
about fifty dollars. 

The Tahitians use ndthcr tables nor ohairs. 
Their bedsteada are formed of n fi-aTiicwork of 
cane, raised a aUurt distance froiu the ground, 
upon which a few mats are laid. A pillow stuifed 
with aromatic herbs is in general use among the 
better class. 

1 lii"-;tate to speak of the females of thl.s island, 
for I differ from all who have gone before me in 
rslatioa to fiieir mumted beauty. I did dob see 
nmon;^ them a single woman whom I could call 
; handsome. They have, indeed, a soft sleepiness 
about the eyes, which may be figiscioating to some, 
but I should rather ascribe the celelMnty their 
charms have obtained amon;; navi^tors, to their 
cheerfulness and gaiety. TIi ii tiL'ures are bail, 
and the greater part of them are parrot- toed. They 
are exeeedingly prone to prattling, or may rather 
be id to have a uttling dispoeitMNif lor tbsy can- 
not keep even their own secrets, 

I have spoken of the incongruous character of 
the dress of the females. Among the men this is 
not as strongly marked as it is said fonnerly to 
have been, and they are no longer content with 
eaatHiff clothing. Thoae who 4^ obtain it axe 
dressed in sdlera* garb ; odien wear around their 
bodies a wrapper called pnrni, which extends to 
the calf of the leg. This is now usually made of 
blue cotton cloth, and with it some wear a cotton 
shirt ' f Kuu ly (-uli urs. Others luxuriate in a pair 
of duck ti-ouaers, and carry the pai'eu upon their 
shoulders. 

The upeacance of the dren of the women while 
at efrarra, ham a lread y been spoken of. On or- 

dirifiiy occasions, tliey wear the pai<'u :ilf nc, but 
when dressed, put over it a loose dress, resembling 
a night-gown, buttoned at the wrists, and confined 
in no otner place. Relies of their ancient dress 
may still occasionally be seen in wreaths of flowers 
around the head, and in the hair. The hau is a sort 
oC rim made of pandamm^ nnd whew it has flowers 



benea^ it giTea a pleasing and rund look to the 

women, to whom it also nfri i ds a convenient and 
easily-prowred protection from the sun. The 
wreathe are uanaOy composed of die Gspe jaamine 

and roaa sinensis, the latter of which is often stuck 
tliruugh the lobes of their ears, and in their glossy 
b!ack hair. 

The natives of both sexes Mcm paidonately 
fbnd of flowers, bat the use of these in drees has 

? 1 ( ;i di ( inrnped by their teachers, who have 
taught them tluU such vanitiee are tinbeooraing to 
CStnotiana. I am at a kas to understand why so 

innocent a pleasure should not havo been en- 
ooarage<l rather than discountenaneed. In con- 
Annity with this opinion, the absence of flowers 
around the missionaries' dwellings is universal, 
and cannot fail to be remarked in a climate where 
the plants most admired in their own country, as 
exoUcs, are of almost spontaneous growth. 

Cooking and eating occupy but a amaU portion 
of theur time. Their food consists principally of 
bread-fruit, taro, banana, vi-apple (spondias), 
oranges, eoooa-nuts, sugar-oane, fowls, and fish. 
They eat no salt, but employ instead of it a sort 
of sop, made of sea-water, cocoa-nut milk, and the 
root of the ti. Their mode of eating is somewhat 
disagjraeable, for the bread-fruit or taro is dipped 
in the sop, aiid then melted into tite month witii a 
smacking souml, that may be heard at some dis- 
tance. The vessel roost commonly used is a cocoa- 
nnt shell. The children are fed upon poe, which 
is vtmlf ( f bread-fruit and taro, potmded top-t tbi r 
with a little sugar. The child is laid on its buck, 
and is crammed with balls of poe of the size of a 
walnut, at which it shows its delight by flapping 
its arms, kicking, and chirping like a young bird. 

The men of Tahiti care little alniut nuisic. but 
the women appear to be passionately ftoid of it, 
and have very correct ears. Many of tiiem have 
rich contralto voices, and can descend to very low 
notes, while others do not differ in this respect 
from the females of our own tomOtf i occasionally 
one nay be found that can sound exceedingly 
dear and very high notes. Their voioes accord 
well with each other, auj a parly cf fiMlTW five 
will make excellent harmony. 

If they ever bad any native mnme, it has long 
been forgotten, and no oth r singing is now heard 
but hymns and sjulors' songs; you observe, how- 
ever, a peculiar nasal sound, p n ti iilarly in tiioae 
who indulge in the latter class of singing. 

The party despatched for tlie purpose of making 
an attempt to r<'ach the top of Orohena, coUHisted 
of fifteen persons, including fqur natives as guides, 
and aa Amertoan of tiie name of Leww Sacket, as 
interpreter. This mnn nr.s from the state of 
Kcw York, and was admirably qualified for his 
duties. 

By the advice of the Rev, Mr. Wilson, the party 
took the route across the island which fyIlo%va Uie 
Pappino valley. The dutance on this line, to 
Lake Watherea, is no more than twenty-five miles, 
while by tiutt which IbHows the ahorse, it ts fifty 
miles before the j>oint at which the ascent begins 
is reached. None of the guides were acquainted 
with tUa rente, and it was therefore necessary to 
find a person who was. For this purpose they in 
the first place proceeded towards tJie eastward 
from Matavai, for about five miles, to the mouth 
of the river Plsppino^ which they reached about 
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9 vjf. Her» Ithej fomi a f?uide, and wetv in- 
formed that tho Btream vt-a^ vcm-h swollen: they 
however deterrnincd Uy go forwwd, aud were ac- 
coinpanicd by & troup of boya and girls with 
flowers. Dcforc they had proceeded far, they 
reached n place where it was necessary to ford the 
stream, which they foun i lllucult on ac uiit i f 
the n^tidity, althoiuh the water was only three 
feel deepw Ottier rarda of fbe nine deaeription 
occurred every few rods, until they at last reached 
one in which, tlie water reached to their necka< 
This was of coarse dangerous to those who eonld 
not swim, hut all crossed in safety. A young 
native, as if in derision of the difficulty which they 
appeared to experience, and of tli' ir i ffi tuiiiate 
bringing up, dashed into the flood, and was seen 
plunging down tte lapidi m sport, and Midaiitly 
with great enjoyment, altlunigh ikvqimUj wbol^ 
immersed in tho foao). 

When they reached the edge of the hike, their 
guides constructed a hut, in which they jjaased the 
night. The next day Lieutenant Emmons made 
a survey of tho lake, and sounded itfl depth from a 
nit. It was found to be half a mile in length, a 
third of a mile in breadth, end in ebape nearly 
oval. The depth in the Tni'Mlf^ was ninety-six 
feet, whence it gradually decreases to the edge. 
It had rained the whole of the preceding night, 
and the lake was observed to rise about five feet 
in twenty hours. As far as could be discovered, 
it has nu outlet ; but the natives assert that if a 
bread-fruit be Uirown into the water, it will make 
its appenaaee at ft spring, which gouiea from tlie 
hiU*ttOi^ about two milat mMh of Ooaigum, and 



near the tea. The height of tte anrface of tlie 

lake, measured by the eyfiipiefiompffr, is about one 
thousand seven hundred feet abovo the level of the 
sea. 

Most of the Teasels that viaU Tahiti are those 
belonging to our whaling fleet : titeoe aTerage less 
tliaii :i liundred annually. From them the natives 
arc enabled to dispose of some of the supplies they 
raise, and in ratom obtain such artioiei as will 
promote their comfort and add to their pleasure. 
The whalii-sbips, for the most part, have articles of 
trade which they barter with the natives, so that 
little money is required to carry on their boainess. 
The natives, particularly the cbiefe, are however 
well acquainted with the value of money. 

The few other vesaela that visit the islanda 
bring Ktlhi «tqp» } if twoaftiM at tho aaao tiMO 
they deetro7 oadi otfaai^o leuUuea by fffbaUhig tho 
market. 

The pearl-shell fishery of tlie Paumotu Group 
centreH hero. I was told it wah principally in the 
hands of the French consul. For few a years be- 
fore our arrival, viz. from 1832 to 1838, it had 
been veiv productive. The amount obtained waa 
about nine hnndred tone, whieh waa estimated 
to be valMod nt 4', 000 to 50,000 dollars; the 
greater part of tins was sent to France. Of the 
agrieultiiral products they have little to dispose of 
as yet ; neither is the island susceptible of any 
very extended operations, to induce vessels to 
visit it exclusively for its trade or |(odnetilwa> 
The three chief articles of pcoduetioB an ngKtg 
coooo-mit oily and arroir>soot. 



CHAPTER XII. 



TAHITI AND £IM£0. 



TH» rOarOISE sails roa the SAMOAK or NAVIOatdi ( 1111 P — APPLICATION KROM "jIm" the HLOT— Tllg 

TiMCBMMM raocaaos to rArixTt— ixtsevizw with tub chikv*— osxaaAL rasTas— hitoti, a kativk 
CBiav^HUMisoaieaa svaoewaa e» TAam-^Tiitaea ava bat or rAnBTi-><eMaaaea or rAnavi— revv- 

LATIOII or TAHITI — DISBASBS — CaiMIirAt TRIAL— crLTIVATIOX — rSEFl'I. M.AJJTS — ASCKKT OP MOUNT AORAT — 
AIIKMCR OF P0R8II.I OK TAHITIAX MOUNTAIXS — M AW U F ArTUBES OF TAHITI — REMARKS OS THE COSDUCT OF 
FOREIGN VISITORS — SALE OF ARDENT SPIRITS — THEATRICALS BY THE CREW OF THE FXACOCK VISCSMVES 

SAILS Foa EiMKo— auisaiics OF Na. •iMFtoM AX siiiEo— scaooL Foa zas caiLsaas or vtMtoMABiBS— 
eaAaacvaa or vaa vanTBS^'toiruaa to mm raecuasA Taaa»— Tiuaei 
acHABn^s cnaa* or taloo ■aaBooa—ooaciiintov. 



Thb Porpoise, having been refitted, was aent to 
sea on the 20th September, 1839, for tho purpose 
of agam visiting the west end of Nairsa or Deui's 
I-Iliii'I, with Kruscnstern's and Lazareff. She was 
also ordered to pass over the supposed locality of 
Reereatian friand, and then to meet Uioinnceunaa 
at TioKo Island, the eaataumMMrt of the ^■««*^'* or 
Navigator's Group. 

A stormy evening having occurred previous to 
our leaving Matavai Bay, Jim," the pilot, desired 
to see me ; on his coming into tho cabin, to my 
great amusement, he urged me to allow him to go 
to Papieti, where be was sure he would be wanted ; 
and wham I aaked fbr whet purpone, he told me 
that tho "thunder and lightning would bring in 
shipaoCmr." He waa displeased when I laughed 



and said, that as he was engaged on board my ship, 
I would wait until I saw the ships before I could 
give him permission. He then reminded me of 
the night before we arrived, when there wa.<? plenty 
of thunder and lightning, and that he had told me 
aa aoon aa he eame on beard that ho expected na. 
He went on to repeat that was sure that they 
would want him early in tho morning at Papieti, 
but I persisted in my refoaal ; and in the morning 
ho appeared much disconcerted to find that tl < re 
was uothing in sight out of which ho cuuld make a 
ship of war. 

The Vineennea moved to the harbour of Papieti 
on the 29nd September. At the aame tfane, ommv 

were given to the Peacock and FlyiiiL^ Fi^h to 
take on board their artidea irom ^oiut Yeuua^ 
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md to fellow as soon as ^ey had done ao. The 

tender required soinr i j viirs, which could b« done 
vaih more safety at Papieti. Both veseels joined 
us in that harbour on the 24th. 

Ill proceeding to V:i|>ieti, we left Matavai Bay 
iu tlte morning, aiui within a few hours bad an- 
chor^ ia the harbour of the former place. No 
aottnduigs arc to be had beyund the line of veefsi 
and consequently there is no aneborage ; the outer 
wall of the reef surrounding the island is in fact 
perpendicular, with the exceptiou of some project- 
ing patehea ia Matavai Bay, and to the eastward of 
Puint Venus. On the latter the Fl'Wlch fri^lte 
Artemise struck, in 1836. 

At the season of the year when we made this 
ahert'paasaige, there is some danger to be appre- 
hended in entering the harbour of Papieti, and 
much caution ia tlx refore necessary. Tlie trades 
at this season arc irregular, and the wiuds which 
preratt are light ; Aey also are meet apt to fall at 
the cntical moment when the vessel is at the 
entrance of the narrow passage tliruugh the reefs, 
in which case the enirenty which ruahea stnni;rly 
out and sometimes across the passage, may cause 
the vessel to drift u}M>n the western reef. The 
l)roper mode of guardiii;; apaiust tliis, ig to iieep 
the vessel as oIom as ]>o8siblo to the eastern 
reel* 

The purpose of ray visit to Papieti liad originally 
been to go through the ceremony uf i-eceiving the 
great chiefs on £iard, when, according to custom, 
presents arc made them; Init before this was done, 
1 determined tliat the business, which I had laid be- 
fore the council, as stated iu the preceding chapter, 
should be adjusted. This was done satis&etoriiy 
on the 92iid, when they assented to all that had 
been asked of them. 1 am cnuvinccd that their 
conduct ia this matter wt^ dictated throughout -b^ 
a sense ot what is right, and am saUsfiM that if 
grievances do exist, it is only necessary to state 
them, when, if redi-c»s is witliin their power, it will 
be granted- 

Agr^&bly to my iuTitation, Uata, who appeared 
as the representaUTO of the queen, the two prin- 
cesHes, Niuitu and Tail, and all tlie head chiefs, 
viiiit^d the ship, accompanied by the foreign con- 
snki. The ship was divssed for the ooeanou with 
flags, and they were received witli every mark of 
respect. Luncheon was prupai'ed for them ; and 
wiMit they were idl seated at it, it struck me that I 
had never seen such a collection of corpulent per- 
sons. Previous to eatin?, one of the oldest chiefs 
said grace. Their apiietitcs were good ; none of 
the food appeared to come amiss. They seemed 
Iteartily to enjoy themaelTes, and eondaeted tii«m< 
Rclves with a propriety that sm-prised us nil. They 
were cautious in partaking of the wine wliich was 
set before them, and seemed evidently upon their 
^nod beliaviour. This was the case with the high 
cliiefs, who, to tlie number of about fifteen, had 
been invited ; but, besides these, about an e(|ual 
numl>er of others eontrived to get on board with- 
out Invitalaon ; the latter thnut themselves for- 
ward with I aL'oruesa to occupy pUiccs at the table, 
but were compelled to give place to those of higher 
rank. A second table was, however, prepared for 
them, at which they took their Beats, and did ample 
justice to what was set before them. 

The variety of costume which was exhibited at 
tliis banquet was amusing. The princesses were 



dressed in white froeks, shoM, and sloeklngs, and 

chip bonnets, but looked awkwardly in tliem, and 
appeared more like boys in gir)»' clothes than 
women. Some of tlie men wore full suits, — coats, 
vests, and pantalomia, — of a variety of colours ; 
othei-a liad sailoi-s' miiud jackets; olhci-8 again had 
only sliirts and pantiiloons, all too small, both in 
bre:idth and length. Some had black felt hats, of 
all possible foshions, and othera wore them of straw; 
some bad shoes on their feet, othoix had none. 

Piiofai's son attracted attention by his ridiculous 
appearance : he wore a red cheek shirt, light white 
pantaloons, that reaehed only half vay down Iiim 
legs, coarse Bhoea without stockiugs, and a short- 
skirted drummer's coat of l)lue, plentifully faced 
with scarlet. The latter was so small for him, that 
no force would malte it button upon him. To finish 
all, be bad a high-crowned comcal Hslt hat atticit 
upon the top of his head. 

After luncheon, they repaired to tiie deck, to 
receive the presents prepared for them. These I 
had been advised, in order to avoid unpleaKant 
scenes, to pack in bundles, assorted to tlie rank uf 
the parties. In spite of thin preoiutian, much con- 
sulUition took place among tbeni, and a desire to 
exehanj^o with one another was manifested. This 
was particularly the case with our old acquaintance 
Taua, and haa friend Otore, the ex-miuister and 
former favourite of the rjuciii. The pres'^nts for 
tlie quoeu and royal family were committed to the 
charge of Uata, who, as has be^ n stated,appeared 
as the representative of her majesty. 

Uturc, who has been just named, is only a petty 
chief, but had been the queen's favourite and min- 
ister, until he was dismissed in consequence of his 
frequent indulgencein intoxication. He is considered 
as the greatest orator on the island. He nnd Tana 
are boon companions, and were continually on board 
the vessels, where they so timed their visits that the 
hour of breakfast was sure to find them either 
actually seated at table or awaiting an invitation. 
Although at first welcome, the habitual intrusiim 
of these and others upon the messes, finally became 
an annoyance, and on board the Peacock they had 
at last recoui-se to " clearing the ship of stmngers" 
during meals. Taua did not mind tiiis ; and when 
we left Matavai, he was so kind as to remove to 
Papieti, in order to be near bis friends. 

Among other visitors uu this occasion, I had the 
honour of the company of General Freyre, formerly 
president of ChiU, who has chosen Tahiti as Itis 
residence. It gave me great pleasore to become 
aei^uainted with him, particularly as 1 had it in 
my power to give him recent new? from his own 
country and Peru, which he was desirous of hear- 
\n^. He spoke mneh of the d. pi ivntinr) ho suf- 
fered by a separation from lua lamily, and from 
the want of society, but uttered not a word of com- 
plaint against his enemies. 

He lives in a email cottage on A« bank of the 
harbour of Papieti, where he is hif^hly respected ; 
his manner and whole deportment are gentlemanly; 
he is tali and robust, wim a florid eompieuoD, and 
aitpeara about fifly-five years of age. Although his 
political course may have bceu much condemned, 
1 can bear testimony to the high estimation in 
which his priTAte eharacter is luld in liia native 
country. 

On arriving at Tahiti, or indeed at any of the 
islands, respect is naturally due to the chiefs ; thia^ 

o 
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T Km aasured, was felt by tn all ; Imt loug before 

pailinf; we b. ; :.!, li listed with eeeing these large 
aiid noble-li^'ku)^ int n passing from snip to ship, 
even mdnding Paofai liimscif, soliciting foul lineu 
to wash, and perfonning other services that were 
not in keeping with their rank. There is one, how- 
ever, whom I must do justice to, — Hi j i Mo 
maintained the character given him Captain 
Beeehey. I was mveh pleased with his whole de- 
portment on his \ isit to me, nnd also wlieti T saw 
him at his own liuusv ; Im piud but two visits to 
the ship, and those within a day or two of our de- 
parture. That be did not visit the vesaela before, 
was in order, as was supposed, to a^d the enspi- 
cion of troKpassini^ mi our liberality ; lie refused to 
accept Miy prositnt^t, and would only drink wine 
when requested, performing all ^e little eourteaies 
of tile table with ^ri-^ce and politeness. 

On hia vibit to tlie I'eacock, Lieutenant Emmons 
and Mr. Hale beinp; the only ^entlemon (m board, 
received him with the attentions due to bis rank ; 
when tatting leave, he requested to know thebr 
names, which were given to him in Eiifjlish ortho- 
graphy ; he at once took out his pencil, and with 
great readiness w rote them in the Tahitian dkJect, 
as " Emaani'" and " Hclavi !" 

The geological structure of the island is excln- 
sivcly volcanic, and tlie rocks are either compact 
basalts, or oonglomerates of basalt and tufa, al- 
though no active volcano exists, nor anv well- 
di Riied crater, imless Lake Waihcrea can be con- 
j siderod as one. Through these rocks olivine aiid 
J pyroxene are co]uously disseminated ; cellular lava 
was found in some places, bat neither pomioe nor 
obsidian ; quarts and nrfea were not observed, nor 
any carbonate of Ume, ezeept In the lonn of ooral 
rock. 

There is no conformity between the rocks of the 
centre of the i<:1and and those which in most places 
extend inwards for a few, miles from the coast. 
Tbe fonuer are usuall}' compact, of columnar struc- 
ture, and exhibit no appearance of horizontal stra- 
tification ; Ae latter Be In horisontal Uyers, com- 
posed of scoriaceous and vesicular lava. In both 
of these structures singular tw istings and coutor- 
tiem were observed. Many dikes were seen to 
oeenr^ not only in the motm tains, bat near tlie 
sea-coast ; these were froin tiuee to six fieet io 
width. 

All the rocks of the island appear to be under- 
is;oing rapid decomposition. Even in places where 
the rock seemed to have retninf-l its original form 
of sharp edges and pointed pinnaelci>, it was found 
BO soft, to the depth of a foot or more, as to 
erumble hi the baud. The earth (bus formed 
varies fn colour from that of Tndtan red to a light 
oehrey tint ; in consequence, many of the hills are 
of .1 red hue, aiid ouo immediately behind i'apieti, 
takes its name (Red Hill) from Uiis appearance. 

This decomposed earthy matter, mixed with the 
abundant decayed vegetation of a tropical climate, 
f(jrms, as may be readily imagined, a soil of the 
greatest fcrtiUty, adapted to every kind of cultiva- 
ttoD. On the higher grounds the soil thus oonsti« 
tuted has the character of a clay, and is»in wet 
weather slippery and unetuous ; in lower positions 
it is mixed with lima derived from coral andsheUi^ 
which often tends to augment its fertility. 

Iron abound throughont ; on the moonlaina to 
sudi an extent that eompasees were found of little 



use from the local attxaetion by whieh they were 

afTccted ; and on the shore, the sand was composed 
in part of iron, which could be separated by the 

ma^^net, 

^^'ater gushes out near the coast in oopnus 
springs, but none of them were found hot, nor 
wei-e any warm springs reported to exist. 

Papieti, in whose hu-bour we were now lying, is 
one of the largest vilhiges on ths island ; being tlie 
ordinary residence of the qnecn, and the abode of 
the foreign consuls. The foreign residents aie also 
for the most part collected here. Anmng all its 
dwellings^ the royal residence aad the house of 
Mr. Pntchaipd are the only ones which poseew iSm 
luxury of pla/.ed windows. The liouses of the 
foreigners are scattered along the beach, or buiit 
immediately behind it. 

The bay of Papieti is the safest, and its port 
affords the greatest faciUties for the repair and 
snpply of vessels, ef any belonging to the island. 
Fur the first poruose a wharf and warehouse have 
been eonstrncted, whieh are let to those who wish 
to Tise tliem. We occupied them for ten days, for 
which we paid thirty dollars. The tender was 
hove out at the wharf, and her equipment secured 
in the warehonss. A limited supply of ships' 
stores and dnnUezy im kepi for Mkw and may aJao 
bo purdiassd from the vHsels which frequent the 
port 

The greater part of the commercial business of 
Tahiti is transacted here, whither the articles fur 
e.vport from other jtarts of the island are brought 
to be re-shipped. The number of vessels which 
visit this port annually is about sixty, of which the 
largest portion are whalers ; the remainder are 
transif iir hp rcliaiitmen, or rrL-i:l ;r traders from 
New Soutli Wales. The latter brmg cotton fabrics, 
which they exchange for sugar, moia^cs, amw- 
n>ot, and cocoa-nut oil. The value of the exports 
in tliis direction is supposed to be about thirty-five 
thousand dollars. 

The amount of American manufactured goods 
imported into the Ishmd is estimated at an equal 
sum ; they find their way here in transient ships 
from the coast of South America, and the supplies 
fumiahed our whate^ips are generally in 
Am«iain goods. 

It Is almost imposdble, fn the absence of all sta- 
tistics, to arrive at any correct statement of the 
amount of foreign manufactures anntially consumed 
here ; but the quantity is evidently on the inerease. 

By a re(Tn!ation rif the colonial government of 
New South Wales, i aiutian vessel are allowed to 
enter their ports on the same footing with the 
English. There are several vessels en^giBd in the 
trade, and Others building. 

Tho position of this island, in the vicinity of (lie 
crutsing-ground of our whale-ships, and the re- 
sources it possesses for supptying Mlpphig, make it 
a desirable point of rendczvons. 

A census recently taken, gives for the population 
of Tahiti nine th<»usand, and for that of Eimeo one 
thousand. When this is compared with the esti- 
mates of the navigators who first vidted these 
islands, an cnormoufi decrease would appear to 
have taken place. The first estimates were, how- 
ever, based on erroneous data, and were unques- 
tionably far too high ; yet titere is no doubt that 
the popuhrttun has folleu off considerably in the in- 
terval. The decrease may be ascribed in part to 
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Cultivation.— Manner of ascending trees. 
Fnilta aad tragclibla of fUiltl. 



the nmdnsof the old emtom of {nfimtieide, in part 
to new diseases introduced from abroad, ami the 
evils entailed upon them hy foreigners, and in [tart 
to the transiiion HOW gobg on mm a Mvago to a 
civilized life. 

Whatever may have been the case, duiiiig the 
fit"st yrnrs after it was visited by Europeans, the 
population for the last thirty years has been nearly 
stationary • the births and deaths are now abnost 
exactly in equal numbers. One of the oldest of the 
mis^iiunaries informed me, that although he saw 
much change in the character and habits of the 
people, he oould percdive none in their apparent 
ntimb«m. 

Tahiti does not appear to he afflicted by many 
diseases. Some have been introduced by foreign 
ships, and among others, the venereal, from which 

the natives suffer much, hcing in pn'is-rccJnn nf no 
metliod of arresting its ravagcB, and ignomnt of 
tlie proper mode of treating it. In connexion 
with this sabjeot^ the want of a j^ysieian as a part 
of the misBionaiy eetahfishment stmok me as an 
instance of neglect in lis managers ; and I was 
sui-prlscd to hear that tiie London Society did not 
employ any medical men. From this cause, not 
only are the natives deprived of the benefits which 
might so easily have been conferred upon them, 
but tlie niisiriionanes themselves are compelled to 
pay, oat of their private purses, for medical aid, 
when it can be proenved. Thnr are even at times 
wholly without a physician. This happened to be 
the case at the time of our arrival, when a medical 
practitioner who had formerly rssiided on theislaild 
hadjost taken his departure. 

The effects of intoxication from ardent spirits 
and ava are said to have swept ufF many of the in- 
habitants. Seooodaiy syphilis is iff* some cases 
severe, bat llieir nsnal vegetable diet and simple 
mode of living, together witli frequent ablutions, 
tend to mitigate this disease, lis continued pre- 
valence, as well as the severity of some of the eases, 
are aseribahle to the inordinate use of mereury, 
administered by a ])liy^ehm who was accustomed 

to distribute it in inordinate quantities among the 
aifected, who were of couree ignorant of its nature 
and consequences. 

While lying at Pb] i>^ti, we bnd nti opportunity of 
seeing the manner iii whicli justice is administered 
in criminal cases. The court was held in the 
council-house, an oblong building in the native 
style. The uleged crime was assanlt wiUi inten- 
tion of rape. The judges were seated on mats, 
having Paofai, their rhiof, a little in front of the 
rest; and Ibe audicniM s t or stood around. The 
culprit was a petty chief, called Ta-ma-hau, a man 
of huge size, and apparently somewhat of a bully ; 
he stood durint; the trial leaning against one end 
of the bouse, with an air of cool iudiiSerence. His 
aeeaaer was a damsel not remarfcaUe for personal 
beauty ; she satiiear the door among a number of 
other women. The witnesses were patiently heard, 
and the matter argued, after which the six judges 
severally gave their opinions and made remsj^ on 
the evidence, to which Paofoi listened in an atten- 
tive and dignified manner, rxpressing, as occasiou 
demanded, bis assent or dissent. He then pro- 
nonneed the ▼erdiet of the court, by which the pi-i- 
Honer was acquitted, but did not dismiss him with- 
out a brief and merited admonition, it appeared, 
that aldioiigh not guilt/ of the crime alleged, be 



had while mioxicated addressed indecent language 

to his accu^ser. 

Cultivation has undergone a great change within 
a few years from the introduction uf the guava, 
which lias overrun the lower plain ; the pasturage 
has not ouly suffered, but to itJSi desirucuve effects 
are attributed many evils. Ten years prior to our 
visit, about which time the guava was iutrodaoed 
by the missionaries, the plain, from the sea to the 
base of the hills, was coven <i with verdure ; and 
now it is overrun with au aimuut impenetrable 
thiefcet* hefbire which all other vegetation dis- 
appears. I am inclined to think, that although 
this tree b now looked upon by the natives as a 
great curse, it will in time be 1 rneticial to tlietii, 
and cause them to become industrious, when they 
are obliged to get rid of it to make room for their 
sugar-cane, cotton, and ir. lirro plantations; which 
products succeed rcmai-kably well, can be raised at 
small cost, and will before many ymn be in great 
demand. 

The oocoa-nnt tveea were also rnNVted to have 
been decreasing, but OUT inqiiiriM did not eonfiim 

this statement. 

The manner of ascending the trees by the na- 
tives has been frequently described, but can scarcely 
be imagined utitil witnessed ; the feat is performed 
by len})ing without any cessation, even in climbing 
the highest tree ; the body of the tree being roogh 
or composed of rings, affords some hold for the 
thong which spans the free between the feet ; at 
ev t ry jump the body is thrown entii-ely free from 
the tree. 

The bread-fruit trco is also said to have decreased, 
and this is no doubt the case ; the seeds are said 
to be often abortive at Tahiti, for which reason the 
cultivation in this way lias been neglected of late, 
and the plants raised in other modes have become 
less productive in consequence ; its timber is used 
for many purposes ; ilie fruit was not in season 
while we were at Tahiti. 

Wild sugar-cane was found in the interior, eom- 
monly growing in tafts, but SO small in dee that it 
was with difficulty recognized ; the eullivuted kind 
is derived from this, and is also of small size. 

The fruits we met with were oranges, lemons, 
limes, shaddof ■ ^, [ iiie apples, papayas, bananas, 
iigs, vi-appk'S, iaiues, cocoa-nut, and bread-fruit ; 

the six first-mentimisd have been iatrodneed ainee 

Cook's time. 

The vegetables are sweet potatoes (convolvulus), 
yams of small size, tnro (caladium esculentum), the 
ape (caladium macrorbizon), turnipf^ onions, and 
leeks; but thei-ewersnooommon potatoes cultivated. 
I gave Mr. Wilson some of the yellow Peruvian 
potato (papas amarillas), but he iufSanned me that 
all their attempts to xaias potaloCB in the tow 
ground had failiKl. 

The taeca, firam whkli amw>reot it mano- 
facturcd, grows in qmmtilifla, but we did not see it 
cidtivated. 

In the botanical researebsa it waa nmarimble 
that not a single stem of paper mnlbarfy (brous- 
sonetia) was found, although former vinton speak 
of it aa the trse from whicb tiieir doth was 

made. 

There are a vast variety of ornamental ahmbi^ 
and m^T^y ;ivomntie idants, which the nativsa tUO 
to perfume their cocoa-nut oil. 

Tlt» tntni tree (aleurites triloba), the mit of 
o 2 
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which is used in tottooing, is vtay coimnoii all over 

ti e island. 

Tobaccit is grown in small f|u:iutitit;s. 

Mr. Henry infurmc-d me that grai»es Bucoeeded 
well on the aoath-east aide of tlte iHland. 

The price of labour m fiwrn two to four d^rfkt* ft 
month, ixit for oeeMkmal bbonr flfty eenta » day is 
usually paid. 

Wild hogs ftte Hdd to lie nmnerous in llieinoun- 
taia nmcn I none of our thirties, however^ mot 
any. Hones are pnisBened by many persons on 
the islainl, and goats were 'ii eii. D^^s and cat« 
w<'r«i abundant. Tho inland i» well suppliod with 
cvittle ; they are Buffered to mn wiKl, and frcfjn nt 
the neigllbourliood of (1it> liiils, wliitdrr lin y are 
obliged to j^o for piiHtunige, which in mtw very 
scarce on the island, on aooowit of the tbtdcgvowth 
of the guavo. 

After the departure of Ihe Ymeetines, a party 
ftHim the Peacock, consisting of Mr. Dana niid 
some others, obtained leavo of abeenco from Cap- 
tain Hudson for five daj's, with the design of 
aacending Mount Aorai. They commenced the 
aseent immediately in tho rear of Papieti, and by 
noon on the secoiul day had reached an elevation 
of five thousand feet^ wliere tliey stood upon a 
platferm aboat twelve feet square ; thence they 
loukril d nvu rastward two thousand feet into the 
Matavai % alley ; to tho westward they had a gorge 
) about a thousand feet deep nmning into Toanoa 
TftUev ; to the sooth, the platform on which they 
stooa was united by a narrow ridge wtfli Mount 
Aomi, which was apparently only a s!iort distance 
before them. In this place they were compelled 
to pass the night by a fog which enveloped them, 
through which the guides were unwilling to lead 
them, refusing to proceed further alons; the dan- 
gerous ])ath until tlio cdnuds nlicudd tdt'ur away. 

The next morning was clear, and tliey pitrsued 
their aaeendini^ roate along the edge of a tidge not 
more than two or three feet in width, having 
on each side an abyss two tlutusand feet deep. 
Seen from this ridge, looking soutli. Mount Aorai 
seemed a ooniesl peak, but aa it was ap^Oftched it 
proved to be a mountoin wall, whose edge was 
I r urii ; towards tliom. The only ascent was by a 
j ssiunlar Dan*ow path between precipices, and sur- 
]>aH8ed in steepness those they had already passed, 
j The width of the crest seldom exccodod two fei^t, 
and in some cases they sat upon it n.s if on lioi-su- 
back, (ir were compelled to creep aloni; it upon 
their hands and kneea, clinging to the bushes. At 
hrt they reaebed the snmmit, where they found 
barely room to turn nronnd. The ridge eontinuod 
for only a short distance beyond theui, being then 
cut aci-oss by tllS Punaania valley. 
^ From the munmit of Aorai they had a mag- 
ttilleent view ; to the south, it was speedily bounded 
by tin [,. il:^ firohena and Pitohiti, whose steep 
aides rose from the valley beneath them; to the 
east, they had the rapid succewion of tidge and 
gorge which characterizes Tahitian eeenory ; to the 
west, over a similar series of jiM?(?ed riiif^es, Eimco 
and Tetiuiroa stood out from the liorizon of the sea 
in bold relief ; to the north, they looiied down upon 
the plain, stadded with grores of cown-nvl and 
rirruiLrt", and upon the harbour with lis ahipl^^ 
und the encircling reefs of coral. 

A short distance below tibo summit of Mount 
Aorsi, a mass of twrets and ^nnadet^ which ham 



its singidar outline is called the crown, riina along 

the top of a narrow ledge. 

• Except the pLiiu of the coast, no level land is in 
sight but the valley of Punaania ; this is divided 
from tlmt of Matav'ai by a ridfi^ of the tiaiiai edge- 
like form, running upwards towards Orohena. 

Very few of the natives who are now alive have 
been on the summit of Aorai ; their patlis in ttiirt 
direction, as in other places, do not lead beyond 
the limit of tho groves of wild iMUUum (fahie). 
Beyond the height at which these cease to grow, 
the ground is chiefly covered with a wiry grass 
(gletcheuia), which springs up in many pjaces to ; 
the height of ten feet, and is every where almost i 
imprnptrablo. When this was not too they 
bruke it down by casting their bodies at full length 
upon it ; and when of larger growth, they had 
recourse to cutting away or brewing ita stiff and 
crowded stems, until they had formed a way 
beneath It, whence tl r ll-ht was nhnost excluded. 

Tlie want of water, w hicli after a few daya of dry 
weather is seldom found even in the elevated val- 
leys, was an additional discomfort. It is to be 
recommended to fntnre travellers in the mountains 
of Tahiti to make jirovision against this inconve- 
nience. The party was so much distressed from 
this cause aa to enjoy the dew upon tlie leaves aa a 
luxury. 

Mr. Dana re{X)rted that the visit to Aorai con- 
clusively settled one questionable point In the 
geology of the island. Ue found upon ita summit 
neither eorals nor screw-shells," which vague 
rumours have long locate,! on tlie top of the Tahi- 
tian mountains. Every one who has visited this 
island has probably heard that such formations 
exist tn these lofty pf>sitions; hut thf; report resta 
wholly on native authority. Moera, the guide who 
accomjtanied tho party, and who resides near One- 
Iree Uiil, insisted tlwt he had seen both, and pro- 
mised to show them. On rMching the summit, he i 
began digging, and the rest of the party aid. d him. j 
He soon brought up what he called coral, but 
which proved to be a grayish tnuhytio rock; and, 
although he continued to dig for some time longer, 
he could find nothing whicn he could venture to 
exhiliit a-s screw-shells. 

In their descent fi*om Mount Aorai they fol- 
lowed the western side of the valley of i'apoa, along 
a narrow ledpr, similar to that by which they had 
asccuded. After ]>roceeding for two hours they 
reached a small plain, which speedily narrowed to 
a mere edce of naked rock, with a steep inclina- 
tion; this they were eompelled to traverse on their 
hands and kner , tn l ing the greatest care to avoid 
detaching the rock, w hich in many places overhung 
a precipice; next followed a perpendicular descent 
of about twenty-five feet, down whicli they let 
themselves by ropes; this dithculty overcome, the 
rest of the route presented no dangerous features, 
and was performed in safety. 

The mann&etureo of IMuti are of litde amount. 
Anion .: them is that of arrow -root from the tacca 
pinnatitida, which employs a porliuu of the popula- 
tion. Cooan-mit oil is also made, and preserved 
fioir use in pisoes of bamboo, out off at the joints, 
when the natural diaphragm!^ form a bottom, and 
the piece is thus a convenient bucket. This oil is 
often scented with aromatic beriw, to be employed 
by the natives in anointing the hair and ho^; ft la 
aUw used for burning hi bmpa, and is eiqiovled in 
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• coiisideraMt) riuantitlos. The lamps, which are 
always kept burning in tlicir liouat^s at night, ai'e 
made of the shell of a cocoH-iutt. The wick is 
formed of wild cotton. Mid is kept upright in the 
centre of the bowl by two elsstie stripe of coeoa-niit 
leaf crossin^T each other at rl^ht aiigtcni. 

Sugar is bogiitiiing to attract atteutiuti,aiul some 
attempts have also he&t made in the culture and 
preparuliun of indigo. 

Making straw or chip hats is a favourite occupa- 
tion among tho wmufu, wliose foniuT employment 
of makioK tapa has, as was stated in the preceding 
chapter, been much diminished by the introduction 
of European fashions. 

I have aLso before referred to the abortive at- 
tempt of the missionaries to introduce machinery 
for the manufacture of cotton, which will be again 
mentioDed in speaking of the UUtnd of Eimeo, 
where the experiment was made. 

Before closing my remarks on Tahiti, I consider 
it my duty to say a few words in relation to the 
transgression of tlic inoal laws by many of tho ves- 
sels which visit it, and hoiuc uf whicii, 1 regret to 
he compelled to confess, bear the flag of the 
United States. I have particular reference to the 
license always allowed to the crews, and in which 
the masters niid officers often themselves indulge, 
in making brothels of their ships. They also do 
not scruple to retail ardent spirits to the oatiTee, 
although they well know that it is contrary to a 
law of the island, most strictly enforced on shore. 
Sui'h cou'iuct n:)i uiilVoquently ;,'ivcs rise to di;li- 
culties very prejudicial to tho interests of the 
owners; but it Is still more disgraceful when con- 
sidered in its destructive effect upon tho people 
whose hospitality they art- enjoying, and as a prac- 
tice that they would not dat>e to indulge iui when 
in the ports of any civilized nation. 

The inflnenee of the example of these visfton 
upon th" natives Is dcinorali/inj; in th<> (extreme, is 
Pfilculftted to retard tlieir advaiiceiiient in civiliza- 
tion, and tlurowB count 1(J8>^ ditiicuUies and obstruc- 
tions in tlie way of the Jaodable exertions of the 
missionaries. 

Littit; idea can bo formed by tbo5i(! who have 
not witnessed it, of the extent to which the prac- 
tice of rending spirits is esnied, not only at 
Tahiti, but throughout tlio Polynesian 5«ilnnd3. I 
am satisfied, that if tlie owners of the vessels which 
indalge in it were awan of die traffic, and had a 
jiiafc asnaa of tiieir own yitereaCf they would intcr- 
(Ket the sale of tills pemieitnis article, and prohibit 
tlic carriage of it in their ships. 

Captain Hudson, who was much troubled with 
the illicit supply of spirits to his men, and was 
aware of the fact that the practice of vending it 
was contrary to law, endeavoured to discover the 
parties en^^uged in this fi-affic. Me did this not 
ooly for tho sake of his own crew, who, when 
questioned, stated that their IntoKieatkm was pro- 
duced by gin, bought at the rato of three dollars a 
bottle, but to aid the natives in theii- cxcrtionB to 
prevent the infraetkn of their laws by the white 
residents. In pniwance ni these obiects, he called 
a meeting of the chiefs, and stated nls eomplaint. 
Tliey fortliwith ord< i . d m irch to be made for tli' 
offenders by the police, by which some of them 
were discovered and immediately fined. At the 
••xrimination, however, the chiefs stated to Captain 
ilud.Hon, with what truth I do not pretend to say, 



that seventy cases of yin had been landed by our 
own consul, from whom they believed that the re- 
tailers had obtained it, while the main stock being 
upon his premises, under the United States' fla^ 
was protected from search. 

Tho repairs of the Flying-FIsh were not com- 
pleted befoix; the lOiii October, up to which time 
the Peacock was detained, not only in order that 
they might sail in company, but brenuse her offi- 
cci-9 were still engaged in the survey uf the liar- 
boms. In the interval of leisure which was thus 
afforded them, the crew of the Peacock asked and 
obtained permisrion to get vp a theatrical enter- 
tainment, for the amusement of the natives and 
themselves. The council-house was placed at their 
disposal for the purpose by the native authorities. 
The play chosen was Schiller's " Robbers," the 
parts of which had been rehearsed at sea, in the 
afternoons — a task which had been the source of 
much amusement. An opportunity was now pre- 
sented of getting it up well : the dresses having 
beon prepared, the day was appointed, and when it 
iirrived the piece was pur formed; the acting was 
thought by the officers very tolerable, and tinally 

Kve great delight to the natives. The latter, 
wever, were somewhat disappohited in the early 
parts of the performance, for they had expected an 
exhibition of juggling, such as bad been given for 
their entertainment on board of a French frigate 
While under this feeling, they were heard to say 
there was too much "parau" (tallv). After they I 
be^an to enter into the spirit of the performance, 
the murders took their fancy; and they were 
diverted with the male representatives cf the fe- 
male characters. 

A number of comic songs, which formed the re- 
lief of the mors serious play, were exceedingly I 
applauded; among others tliey laughed heartily 
at "Jim Crow** sung in dumetar, and oonid 
not be persuaded that it was a fictitious disr- 
racter. 

On the 25th September, the Vincennes sailed 
from the port of Papioli for the island of Eimeo. 
The distance b( twetii its reef and that of Tahiti, 
measured by the yiatcnt log, is ten miles. 

I had been furnished with letters to the Rev. 
Mr. Simpson, who is stationed as misdooary at 
Eimeo ; when we landed, he met us upon the 
beach, and gave us a most cordial reception; we 
were 8000 surrounded by nearly all the natives in 
the pUo^ male and femal^ old and yuuqg, who 
followed US iR^th expressions of vronder; thenr con- I 
duet reminded me of the ukuhi' i in which an In- 
dian chief is riui after in the streets of our Ameri- 
can cities. In spite of their excitement they were 
all extremely civil, and said they only wished lo look 
at us, although some were disposed to feel us. 

Mr. Simpson led the way to his house, passing by 
a thick and well-built stone wall, the only one which 
I had seen used as sa enclosure In these Islands; 
on my inquiring if it was the work of native labour, 
I was informed that it had been erected by an 
Irishman, who is now the overseer of Mr. Simp- 
son's sugar plantation. This wall encloses a large 
lawn, with a numb«r of fine bread-fknlt trees; on 
I aeh .side of tho walk ^vn=i a row of low acaeiaa, 
wliich were at the time in full bloom, with Howers 
of many colours, — yellow, orange, red, and varie- 
gated; at tho end of the walk was a low tliatohed 
white cottage. 
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TAHITI AND EIMEO. 



▼oA Bch.inl/'s rh.irt of TalOO 
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Mr. and Mm. SimpHon have tliu cure of a school 
for the children of missionaries and respectable 
wliitc parents : these are kept ( luin ly wrparato 
from tho children of th« natives ; tlie reason as- 
rigned for thin exduriveDew is, that the danger tA 
the fornur t'c>-eiving improper ideas is such as to 
preclude ihi ir association with the latter. This 
may be good policy as far as the white children 
are coacemod, »lthottg|h i doubt ita having a gpod 
effect on their minds if they are destined to spend 
their lives among the islands. The liabit they 
will tliUB acquire of looking upon the natives as 
their kliteiors, cannot fail to have an injurious 
iutluenee on hoUu The exdusiveo^ is carried 
so far, that the children of whites by native wtimen, 
although they are united in the rt'Iiitiuii uf husband 
and wife, are not ndmittod into these schools, be- 
cause, as tliey say, tlicy do not wtsh their children 
to be c<iiilaiuiii:ited by intercourse with such a 
mixture of blood, in pursuance of the same policy 
they liave, n.i it is said, procured the enactment of 
a law prohibiting marriage between whites and the 
ofttivee. 

This, I must say, appeared to rae tlio worst 
feature 1 had seen in tho missionary establishment. 
It is placed here for the avowed purpose of re- 
claiming the natives from idoUktry, and the vices 
which are its conoonntsnts. In doing this, their 
ino.st Huccoissful efforts have been in the conversion 
and moral improvement of tho young; yet they 
briiiL; up their own children to look down upon 
them a>i being of an inferior order. In becoming 
ac<iuainted with tliia feature, 1 no longer wondered 
at the character, which I was compelled by a re- 
gard for truth to g^ve, of the childr^ of missioniiry 
parents hi TkhitL 

The missionaries are now aware tliat their 
proper plan is to devote their time and attention 
to tne young; and in pursuance of this object, Mr. 
ind Mrs. Howe have lately arrived from fi^gtand, 
for the pui-poee of Mtablismng an faifimt school. 

It ih to be regretted that tlie Schools of manual 
labour have, ft r wiiat reason I could not learn, 
been discontinued. Some of tho natives who had 
been instructed in them evinced a kuouledge of 
the trade of the carpenter, and furnished the ships 
witli very goo i boards nnwu by themselves. 

The natives of Eiinco have an advantage over 
those of Tahiti in being free from the influenoe of 

evil example ; many of them are industrious, and 
possess a proper feeling of the benefits they liave 
derived front tiie missionaries, of whom th^j 
apeak, whenever qnestioued, aa Criends. 

Three of our crew having heoome enamoured of 
these islands, deserted while the Vincennes lay at 
£imeo. They left the ship about ten o'clock at 
night, soon after which tiieir absence was dis- 
covered, and parties sent out in every direction 
to intersect the roads and drive theui to tlie hills. 
This wu.s effected the following moniinn;, and a 
large party of natives was employed to hunt them 
up. This task they speedily performed, and at last 
drove the desertt fs to one of the highest ridges, 
iu full view of tho bhip. Here Uie runaways ap- 
peared at first disposed to make fight witli stones; 
but when they saw the odds against them, and 
witnessed the alertness of the natives in leaping 
from cliff to clIfT, they thought it best to give 
themselves up ; which they did to three natives, 
naked exce|»t tha nttro^ and armed mpaotiTeiy 



with a rusty sword, an old cutUsa, and a pieee of , 
iron hoop. These bound their hands, and led them 

down to t!ie whore, whence tliey were brought on 
bourd, where the three natives received the re- 
ward offered for tiieir apprehension. The chase 
and capture vna an amusing sight to tlioae who 
watched the proceedings from the ship. 

Eiinco has, if possible, a more l-ruken surface 
than Tahiti, and is more thrown up into separate 
peaks; its seenery is wild even in eomparison with 
tliat of Tahiti, and particularly upnn the shores, 
where the uiuuntains iis>e jtreeipituusly from the 
water, to tho height of twenty-five hundred feet. 
The reef which sunouuds the island ia similar to 
that of Tahiti, and as we have seen to be the case 
there, no soundings are found on the outside of it. 
Black cellular lava abounds, and holes ai-u found 
in its shattered ridges, among which is the noted 
one through which the god Oroo is aaid to have 
thrown his spear. 

While we ri niaincd at Einu-o, I visited Papoa 
or Cook's Harbour, which lies to the east of tW 
of Taloo. There is a marked Tssemhltnee l>etween 
the two porf.s, except that the shores of Papoa are 
not quite as precipitous tm tUium uf Talou, and the 
entrance of tho former not as practicable. 

Wood and water may be had at botii harbours 
in abundance, but in crther respects the islaod Is 
not well adapted as a place for the supply (jf ships. 
No more tlian a single ship would probably be able 
to find r^freshmenta at a time. It is, thei-efore, 
seldom viftited, and its surplus produce is carried 
to Tahiti for sale. Notwithstanding, the articles 
of traffic are quite as dear as at Tahiti. 

It haa been seen that tiie alluvial plain at the 
head of the liarbottr of Taloo h pat tly occupied by 
plantations of sugar. The cane is of superior 
quality, and the climate well adapted to its pro- 
duction; the plant is uideed indigenous, and it is 
well known that the variety of it found at Tahiti 
has been introduced advantageously into tiie West 
Indies. At Eimeo the crop la liable to injury 
fi-om the ground-rat, and their are difficulties at- 
tending the management of the crop, which cause 
the cultivators to speak despondingly. About one 
hundred tons, however, are made annually. 

Coffee, cotton, and all other tropical plants, suc- 
ceed well at Eimeo, and the quantity of tapa 
mannfaetured is grsatev in proportion dian at 
Tahiti. 

1 took tho opportunity of my anchorage in the 
harbour of Eimeo, to verify the chart made by 
Cantain Von Schantz, of the Russian ship America, 
ana fotmd it accurate. I Imve added some sound- 
ings, and laid down the topograpliy of the shores, 
and the outline of the reefs, more minutely than 
he had attempted. 

On leaving Eimeo, I bade adieu to tlio Tahitian 
islands; but I cannot close tlie portion of the nar- 
rative which Is devoted to them, without again 
expressiiig the piesMire I and all my officera derived 
our interoomnM with tlie ndssioiiarie^ and 
our obligations for the kindness received from 
them and other residents. Among those to whom 
we are indebted, I cannot lefrain from naming 
George Pritehard, Esq., H. B. M. Consul, of whose 
strenuous exertions to advance the welfare of the 
people, and sustain the government in ita efforts 
to promote their best interests, I became by ob- 
servation iiilljr awaio. It la to ha r^rctted that 
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his very activity in thus labouring ia ma&y ways 
for the goud of the commuiuty In which he des^ 
ahoald be the |it«bftMe omw of unkiiid end im« 



founded iniputatiouH, from tlioae actuated, if Jiot 
by motives uotttively bad, at leeat by ft ' 
lightened or leie axdent seiiL 



CHAFT£R XIII. 
SAMOAN GROUP. ROSE ISLAIO). TUTUILA. 

PBPASTinUC 0» ««• TIVCBKNU FitOW TABITT'^aSttliraKAOtiar*! ISKAirV— BOSS ItLA«1>— MAKOA— ITS DE&CRir- 

TIOS CANOES OF HAMUA-- AFPEARAMCE AND COSnrcT OP TlIK KATIVES — VILLAGL — DRLbS Ul' TJIK NATlVtS^ 

OLOOaiHQA — ITS DKSCAirTlON — BOV8S OF THE KIMC — HIS XNTEHTAISIKfMI — SBXCaM TO TUK SUir— COAAL 

mnv e» oxocMtMA— eroo— TKMraaATCKs noamo r«a vaaaaaa— rux ev oranaTieira—AnnuBAiicB or 
TVTDiiA— KABaaua o* wAOO-tAOo—toA, a aAnva cKtxi'— «so&oaicA£ araucrvas of vmrtLa— Arraamaacs 
Awo eiiA«Aena or it* iHBABiTAiin— m psaoma't xsnoniov— Ttm to toa— ns tkast— mcB or rao* 

TH1C-- -irAR SONO — BATKINO — MOliE OF LIVING EM I'LOVM EVTS AMD AMUSEMKHTt — MR. MURRAY, Tll« 
•IONa&V — CUSTOMS OP THE NATIVES — PUBLIC WOH^SHIP — MUSIOMAAT — TUX PSACOCK AKD PLTIMO-PUH lAIIi 

foa vroLV— MraraTt— cuxAW^Tian to naAniKH viUAsia— vMmaAvnaa at tmm Tor or MATAfOA. 

On iIm S9di of September, 1890, at dayligb^ 

having the wind from the northward nnd eastward, 
we got under way from Tahiti, and made sail to 
the westward, passing the Society Island Group, 
viz. Sir Charles Saunders' Isle, Hoaheine, Tahaa, 
Bora bora, Maufili, and Moutoiti. All of these, with 
tlie exceptii ji i f tite last, are hij^h lands. 

On the SOtli, we ntade Bellinghausen's Island, 
which is a low coral island, umilar to those which 
havr> been alrrnd',- rli _-,rTi!iefl. It was uninhabited, 
lunl is of a triangular tonn, witii the usual vegetii- 
tion, with the exception of cocoa-nut palms. We 
knded upon it^ and made the magnetio experi- 
ineiita* 

Birds were in great plenty, nnrl as tamr ns 
had found them at other uniuhabited ibknda we 
had viailed. No liaerds at vats were observed, 
nor was the common fly seen. The lagoon had no 
passage into it at low water, but the tide flowed 
into it over the reef. 

In Uie afternoon, we again made sail to the west- 
waid, for Roee Island, and on the 8th of October, 
we passed near the locality of the Reyal Geoige 
Shoal, but saw nothing of it. 

On the 7tb, which was the day appointed for our 
MndearniM off Boie laland, we came in eight of it, 
and at ilie Mune lime desened flie PorpoiM. Hut 
^ ^ M 1 h.i l i nssr 1 \)y Ts'alrsa or Dean'a Island, and 
connected the survuy of it willi tltat of Krusen- 
stem'a and Laaareff. Both of these were foond to 
have entrances into their lajjoons ; they are unin- 
Imbited, thouf;h occasionally visited by the natives 
of Nairs^a Island. The position of Recreatiou 
Island was passed over, but no signs of land dis- 



R«se Island, tho most eastern of the Samoan 
Group, was discovered by Fre^cinet, who gave it 
its name. It appean, aft int, like a round knoll 
of land, but on a nearer approach, this is found to 
arise from a large clump of pisonta trees, simttar to 
those found growing in the low archipelago. It is 
a low annular coral island, of small dimensions, 
inundated at high water, with ii\c exception of two 
small banks, one of which ia entirely covered by 
the clump of trees. The other is formed of dead 
coral, without any vegetation. The tide wa« found 
here to liee lUioat four and a half feet, the iioud 
aettiiw to the eneiwanL The breakerB on ila 



veathw or aooth-eaal tide are heavy ; and there 

is an entrance into the Ingoon, having four 
fathoms depth of water through it. Tho lagoon 
has from six to twelve fathoms in it. A remark- 
able coral formation, like a submerged tree, thirty 
feet in diameter over its top, was found in the cen- 
tre of the I ipi II, rising to the Icvcl of low water, 
and having all aruuud it a depth of six fathoms. 
The currents set regularly out and in to the lagoon, 
according to the state of the tide. In stormy 
weather tho sea must make a complete breach over 
the reef. 

Some boulders of veeicnlar lava were eeeo on 
die eond reef ; they were from twenty to two hnn* 

dred ponnds weight, and wM« found anoDg bkdtt 

of coin! conglomerate. 

Birds were seen flying overtlia ietand, and on 
landing we found them in great numbers and very 
tame. The frigate-birds and boobies (sula), whose 
nests had before been observed on low bushes, 
were hero found on the tops of trees fifty feet high. 
The noddies laid tbeUr eggs on the parte of ue 
island destitute of vegetation. Tern v er- i:^ great 
numbers ; their breeding-place wa^ m a thicket on 
the weather side of the isfauid, or that whieh was 
expoeed to tho wind and sea, and was remarkable 
from the regularity with which Urn eggs were 
plar 1 1, about three feet apart, without any nest, 
aud, with but few exceptions, out of many thou- 
sands, each egg lay separately. The eokmr of the 
eggs is a dirty white, mottled with brown. 

On tlie 7th, we left Rose Island and stood to the 
westward, making at SI nri I tin island of M:uma, 
which is two thousand tive hundred feet above the 
level of the It baa the fmni off a regular 
dome, rising in most places precipitously from the 
water to tho height of tliree or four hundred feet, 
after which its ascent appeaia more gentle and 
even. It ia aixteen milea m einnmferenee, is well 
corered with a luxorhmt TecMaiion, and has many 
cocoa i.u'. L't )ves on its north-west side. 

Uu approaching it, Oloosinga was in sight, and 
shortly after Ofoo. These two ishmds lie to the 
north-westward, at the distance of about four miles. 

The boats were lowered, and sent to trace the 
shores of the island of Manua, for the purpose of 
surveying it; whilst the Viucennes and the Por- 
poise pamed en eaeh aide. 
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This island is iiiliabitcd. The {)riiiL-i|i:il svttle- 
iiifnt is on the Jiortli-wcst niiJe, andthci-c is anchor- 
age for & snudl Tefl8«l near Uie aborej where there 
ia s eoT« to Umd hi^ with but littl« mm daring the 
fine reason, or from April to November. It hm i 
ttliore-rt'ef of conil, nitd the soundings extend oH 
some distance, eight fathoiw bfling fonnd fonr bnn- 
dred yards from the shore. 

The canoes of these inUmders were the best we 
had seen. They are built of a log, having; ui n if 
pieces fastened toevtiier, t<> raise them suiiiciently 
high. They are thirty or forty iSeet kmgi and are 
p;irtly covered in at both ends. Some of them are 
cstpable of containing twenty or twenty-five men, 
anil are very swift. The chief usually sits crofls- 
legged on tlie forward platform or deck. They 
havo an oai-riggcr, which k not m iar reroored 
from the caaoo, and reiMlcni them more liable to 
be upaet. 

The king or eblef of dMOO Idmda raidea at 
Oloosinga, in oooaequMiee of itt being more easily 

defended. 

After our party reached the sship, we made ^lil 
for Oloosinga, where I went on shore to see the 
king or chief, who was old and decrepit. Hia name 
is Lalelnh. His brother, and presumptive suc- 
cessor, was with him, and met nio as I landed from 
the boat. His mode of salutation was by taking 
my baud and rubbing the back of it agmnat iiis 



The cM man, I was t !1 b;, the interpreter, 
eonld speak a little Ehglihh, but I could not uu- 
dorstand him. This he attributed to his age, and 
would not admit that it was owing to his ignorance 
of the language. Thev led tlie way to his hut, 
situated under a mural pxeotpioe twdvo bwodred 
feet in height. 

Tho iahmd of Olooalngft ia * narrow ledgo of 
rocks, rising nearly perpendicular on both sidi s, 
and is tl)ree miles in length. So precipitous in it at 
its ends, that it is impossible to pass around it on 
the roeka. The atrip of land ta about five hundred 
yards In tvidth, on whioh bread-frulta and coeoa- 
Muts grow ill gri'.it |>riifu.siou and .sufficient abun- 
(iancc fur uli the wautA of tho natives. They told 
me that tliis island had been dMMOn as a plaee of 
safety, since the other beeame unsettled in conse- 
quence of the wars of the Christian and Devil's 
parties ; and that the ihland of Manua had for- 
meriy been the residence of tho king, but that he 
fonnd himself unsafe there, and Imd taken up his 
abode at 01«>osinga, on its north-western side. 

His house was elliptical in form, and thirty feet 
long, erected on a well-flagged terrace of etwie, 
about four feet above die nuund. it ms well- 
shaded with eoO(Mi*nttt and l»read« fruit treoi, and 
was supported around by ten stout posts, with 
three others in tho centre r^chiug the top. Tho 
xoof came down within three and n half feet of the 
ground, and projected as eaves about eighteen 
niches or two feet. In the centre tiic hut was 
firt('< II feet hi^h and well thatched. 

The whole floor was ordered to he spread with 
fine mati^ which were otuwfully unrolled, and laid 
ever the coarser ones on the floor. The king then 
seated hiui^elf iu the centre, and desired me to 
take a seat between himself and brother. Shortly 
afterwards two large wooden tray* were l«ou|^t 
I in, filled with eooked bread-fruit and covered over 
with Icftvcs. One «f theee wm placed bdbre moj 



when the kin^ made a long speech, giving me 
wrlcomo and offering food to eat. I was then de- 
sired to hand some to the king and his brother, 
and to otiiera who were pointed ont to me. This I 
r!ii!, Tint iT'ifortunately continued niy task, and 
iiandetl it to one uf the kanakas, or common people, 
who were ntting dose around us ; much displea- 
sure waa evinced, accompanied with angxy ktoka. 
I now looked around for my men, but they were 



out of 



tlieir return to the boat. In order 



to make the best of my aituatiuu, I a^ked what was 
meant, and feigned to be quite ignorant of having 
given any offence. After a mintite they were 
apparently appealed, and pleasant looks wei-c re- 
stored. 

They handed round a shell containing cocoa-nut 
oil to dip the bread-fruit in, and anotiier contain" 

ing salt water. After wc had eaten, they began a 
careful examination of my clothes, and appeared 
much pleased with the buttons. My pocket-hand- 
kerchief waa taken out of my pocket, and spread 
on the mat to be examined by the king. H is brother 
ti»)\i off my hat and put it on the top of his large 
busily head. They then liad ava made, of which 
I could not partake, alter seeing the process of 
making it. It is firbt chewed by the women and 
tlirowu iuto a lai'ge bowl; water is added to it, aiid 
it is then strained through leaves. This was par- 
taken of by them all, while they ^ve me a fresh 
coc<Mi*mit. 

They were becnming more familiar every mo- 
ment, and It was getting late, so i thought it time 
to ma!<e n move. I therefore rose np, and was fol- 
lowed by the natives, in number upwards of a 
hundred, including the king and his brotlier, to 
tlie boat. 1 looked carefully around for arms, but 
saw none among them. My boat was agroimd ; 
the khig, his brMher, and several others got into 
it, saying they mmt havp some presents. They 
seemed disposed to reskst, and nhowed a detemiina- 
tion to contest our getting off. I on the other hand 
was determmed to s^t rid of tltem, and peaceably 
if I eonld ; I thereiore ordered the boat's crew to 
arm thcmselvt>s, and drive every one of the natives 
frvni the boat, at the same time intimating to the 
king to use Iiis authority, which I found, Itowever, 
existed only in name. We thvis succeeded In g' t- 
ting clear of the crowd, until we had uo mox-e than 
eigiit loft ; to each of these I presented a small 
iish-hook, and ordered them to get into the water, 
which waa about a foot deep, and go ; this they 
did, one by one. At last came the king and his 
brother's tuni, to whom I presented, with great 
ceremony, first a small and tlien a large fldi-hoolc; 
after which they left me, apparently in great good 
humour. I was heartily glad to be rid of buch 
rapaciou'j troublesome follows so easily and with- 
out a light. We Uten pushed our boat off. When 
juHt beyond the reef, in taking up our anchor, the 
boat hail the appearance of returtn'ng again on 
fihore. On seeing this, a great shout was set up by 
the natives, and one of them immediately advanced 
with my powdcr-fbuk. He aaid ii had been taken 
by a boy out of the boat, and had been dropped into 
the water, to be picked up after we had .shoved otf. 
I gave tlie umit a small pi-esent for his apparent 
honesty ; but I am inclined to believe it was ^ 
fear of detection, and the belief that we hrtd r^i^-^rd 
the article, and were returning for it, that induced 
them to give it op ao willingly. It waa aoma lima 
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before he could be made to uiidfrstAod what the 
reward was fur, but wiien lie foond it WM for llis 
Itonesti^t he Uughed henrtit^. 
Tbfo IwvfDi; excited our nnpldoBS, Ae boftt's 

crew informed mo that a canoe that wua yiaddling 
off had been alongside of the gig, and tlmt limy 
felt — iMI ed that the naliTea Ind taken something 
fram-VB. It being in our conrae towerde the cdiip, 
we gSTe cbuse, and being favoured by tbe wind, 
soon overtof>k the canoe, to tlic f^rcat friglit of tlie 
two natives, who were paddling with all their 
mighty and whoso eyes were full of tears wh«i 
ovprtaken. They had nothing at all in their canoe, 
and after examination it proved we had lost no- 
thing. To console tlieni for this alarm, I gave 
tltem a few trifle% and tbejr became easj' and 
ebeerfiii. 

The coral reef around this island was different 
from any 1 had liitherto seen. It consisted of two 
regular shelves, the outer cme foom fifty to sixty 
feet vide, and the inner in phees meaauriug one 
hundred ond forty feet. A distinet mark of high 
water was measured aloiif^ the lu nch, and found to 
be twenty feet above the ordinary Bca-tide, which 
lias from four to five feet rise. 

Ofoo lies to the westward of Olousinga. There 
is u jiassage for boats of about a fourth of a mile 
in widtli between them, and anchomgc on the 
western side. Ofoo reaemblee OJoosingft ; and, 
from the aeeomite w« received, it has but few 
inhabitants: those of 01o(isin;;a having made war 
upon them, and killed the "natives" off. There in 
a small and comparatively low islet off its western 
end, near which there is an anchorage. Aftersun- 
set we bore away for Tutuila, which cjin be seen in 
line weather from these islands. 

The temperature in tlie passage from Tahiti to 
the Samoan Islands had inereasied from 77*0^ to 
81 11" in the air; and that of the vftter from 
jy G u» 81 

As it was my intention to make a thorough 
examinatioD of this group, I resolved, in order to 
aeeomplish it in the least possible time, to divide 

the squadron, so as to \ml all the rtniaininc; iBlnnds 
under exanji nation at the same time. Tlio island 
of Tutuila being the most central, and, from the 
information I had obtained, the best position for 
my astronomical observations, I selected it fur the 
Vuicennes. That of Upolu was reserv 1 fi r tlie 
Peacock and Flying-Fish when titey should arrive; 
and in can of thebrlieing detained longer than I had 
anticipated, 1 slwnild be ready to takenp the survey 
of ihe tatter, or a&ai»t in couipletiiig it. The Porpoise 
was ordered to examine the island of Savaii i and 
one of the naturalists. Dr. Pickering, was dii«eted 
to join her, fi>r the purpose of exploring the in* 
terior of tbe ieknd dunng her opemtionB in ils 
vicinily. 

On the 10th of October we had light winds, in 

consequence of which wo did not reach Tutuila 
that day. At daylight on the 11th we were ueiu' 
its eastern end, and ott' the island of Anuu. 

About eight miles to windward of the itarbour of 
Pago-pago, we were boarded by several canoes, in 
which were some natives, with a white man, by 
name William Gray, whom I retained as interpre- 
ter during our stay here, and found of much use. 

Tb» island of Tutuila is high, broken, and of 
▼•knuie appeamnoe. It h aeveoleeii miles kag, 
and its greatest widtii b five miks. The liarbour 



of Pago-pago penetrates into the centre, and al- 
most divides the island into two parts. It is less 
varied in surface than the Society Islands ; and its 
highest peak, that of Matafiia, was found to be 
23-i7 feet above the sea. The spurs and ridges 
Uuit form the high land are like those of Tahiti : 
precipitous, sharp-edged, and frequently rise in 
mural walls from the water to a heij^t of three 
or four hundred feet, showing the bare hasalUe 
lock. Above this height, the surface is covered 
with a luxuriant vegetation to the very top of the 
mountains ; the cocoa-nut tree and tree-fern give 
the principal character to thia beautiful scenery. 
Dead coral is seen along the shores, above high- 
water mark. 

The liai'boor of Pago-pago is one of the most 
singubtr in all tbe Poiynesiaa Isles. It fa the last 

point at whicli one would look for a place of 
shelter : the coast near it is peculiarly rugged, 
and has no i^ppeannce of indentations, and the 
entrance bwig narrow, is not easily observed. Its 
shape has been compared to a variety of articles : 
that which it most nearly resembles is a retort. It 
is surrounded on all sides by inaccessible mural 
precipices, from eight hundred to ens thousand 

feet in h» i^;ht. The lower parts of these recl:^' nre 
bare, hut they are clothed above with lu.xuriuul 
vegetjitinn. So impassable did the rocky bai'rier 
aupcar in ail but two places, that tlie harbour was 
likened to the valley of Rasselas changed into a 
lake. Tlie two breaks in the precipice are at the 
head of the harbour and at the Pilot's Cove. The 
harbour is of easy access, and its entraticc, which 
is about a third of a mile in width, is well marked 
by the Tower Rock and Devil's Point 

As wo arrived off the harbour the wind grew 
light, and finally cnmc out ahead, thu.s compelling 
us to beat in to our anch<»rage, under the direction 
of Edmund Foxall, a white pilot. He usually 
couiea oil" to vessulb when wiihiu two or three 
miles of the harbour, on a signal being mndc. We 
made many tacks before we reached our anchorage, 
which was in deep water, twenty-nine fathoms. 
About half a mile from the entrance of the har- 
bour, it Iteiids at right angles. In this position, 
surrounded by cliflfs, the firing of a gun produces a 
remarkable reverberation, resemlding loud peaJs of 
thunder. 

We were sun'ouniled, as snon as we entered, by 
a largo number of canoes, filled with natives, who 
all seemed delighted with the ship and the number 
of men on board. When we liad moored, one of 
the principal chiefs, wliosu iiame vviis Toxi, was 
admitted on board ; he was an athletic, muscular 
man, of faoge frame, about forty years of age, with 
a pleasant expression of countenance ; he mani- 
fested great pleasure in welcoming us. He l>egan 
by telling me, through the intci-pretcr, tliot he wa« 
a missionary ; that he had formerly been a great 
thief, and a doer of many bad acts, but being now 
a missionarj', he was reformed and sUde no more. 
He toUl this with such an ojien expression of 
countenance and so nmch simplicity, that I could 
maroely forbear smiling. After I had finldied 
asking him questions, he continued eyeing me from 
head to foot, as if determining my dimensions. I 
told tlie interpreter to ask him why he looked at 
me so intentiy. He replied, that be had a coat on 
shore that was too tight for Idm fthoQt tbe arms 
and ehee^ md h« believed U would fit ms: if 
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tK>, be should be gUd to exchange it for the jacket 
I had on. Nut being inclined to thb exchaoge, I 
ordered » mall hfttcbet to be given hfau. Tbi* 
graced lifan nrndi, and he imtantl y went orvr die 

aliip's STcle to show it to lils friends. Tlii-- -anio 
Tua ia ciiief of the village of Fuuga&iu-, about tiiree 
miles distant from Um harboor^ on the north sidi- 
of the island. He learns to read and m*ite, being 
taught by some of the small cliiUlrun, and attends 
wtrliool regularly. He became of great use to us, 
and was a coustani visttor. IHirtDg one of his 
vhiti on boafd, ha capied Mime im nmbralbw 
aiiifiriL' t1i( presents, and from that time was con- 
tinually endeavouring to obtain one for bis wife, 
and brought manjr articles in tbe hope of indnetog 
OB to part with it in exdiaage for thon. 

The geological diaraeter of this ishuid is rfmihr 
to that of Manua ; it has only a shore-reef of 
coral, and soundings extend some distance from it. 
It has many desirable ports or bays on ito north 
side, where vesHfjIs may oljtalu wood, water, and 
supplies. The be«t and safest port, however, is 
that of Pago -pago, on its south side, which affords 
a safe harbour for vessela to omfaaul, and where 
supplies may be obtained In abundance. 

Tutuila is thickly settled round its shores, and 
particularly at its south -westeru end : tliis in lower 
and more easily cultivated than the eaetLTu, which 
is high and rugged. The only communication is 
by the sca-shore, the hills being too precipitous 
and difficult of ascent to pasfi over. 

The men of Tutuila are a remarkably t&li, iiue- 
lookhig aet, with intelligent and pleasing ooonte- 
nances. In comparison with the TahltUUWj thej 
would be called sedate. 

Tbe women are far from being good-looking, 
with the ezoeption of aome of the voonger onea. 
They are i«niaricably domestie and Tlrtnottii, ex- 
hihitin;^ a strange contrast tx' tli ( ;^o i f Tahiti. 
Here there is no indiscriminate intercourse, the 
marriage-tie is respected, and parents ai*e ex- 
tremely fond of their offspring. The inhabitants 
are disposed to ho hospitable to strangers, although 
they expect remuneration for it. Travelhiig is 
generally believed to be safe thruugbout the island 
of Ttttttua; and the natives, as far as our experi- 
ence ffoes, are not tbe blood-thirsty mcf du-y have 
boeu reported to be. The unfavourable estimate 
of tlieir character has, I presume, hmn derived 
from thoM who first Imew them, and particularly 
fkom their attack npon tiie expedition of La Pe> 
rouse. Of this conHIct I obtained the following 
particulai-s from the Kev. Mr. Murray, who had 
them from an old man, «4lO was a wiineas of the 
affray. The latter is the only individual now alive 
in the seltlemenl who was jireseut whea it oc- 
cuned, and his testimony was corroborated by 
others who iiad heard of it from those who wi^ 
neased tlie aeene. 

On the morning of the ma-^sacrn, tlio vessels 
stood in towards the land. About noon the LoatH 
went ashorcy aa noorded by La Perouse, and 
while on ehiKe, a number of canoes, bekmguig to 
tbe isbuid of Upolu (to whiefa Tutnibt was at tlie 
time subject), went from the In r , and proceeded 
directly to itie vessels. When tlicse canoes were 
alongside, a young man in one of tiiem laid his 
hand on an iron bolt in some part of the ship, 
with the intention, it is supposed, of stealing it. 
Ua wan fired npon by the Finneh* The bail 



passed through his shoulders, and mortally w ouuded 
iiiin. The natives, on seeing tlie effect of the shot 
on one of their numberi were greatly eoxaged, and 
immedntely left tbe Teaaela, and haatened to Hie 

shore, where they found tho boats that had gone 
t4> get water. On reaching them, they be^'an the 
attack, which resulted in uie ma^tsacre of M. De 
Langle, and of those who were with him on tho 
shore. When the natives began this attack, the 
f^reat body <if the French were absent from their 
boats; some were in the bushes gathering plants, 
and others (nlldng to the femalea. On uw com- 
mencement of the disturbance, they all rrjphed 
towards their boats, and the confusion became 
general. The minute e lfCWMP tances of the affray, 
further than tlie above, cannot now be ascertained 
from the natives. They are, however, very clear 
in reft r iu r to tlic cause, and to tho-se who were 
the actors in it, viz. the natives of Upolu. The 
Tutuilians maintain that they endeavoured to save 
the lives of the French; and on the following day, 
as soon as they dared to venture from the moun- 
tains, whither they bad Hed during the massacre, 
tliey evUected tlie bodies, which they found in a 
state of nudity, drened them in natiTe cloth, and 
buried them in the beach, as they were accus- 
tomed to bury their own chiefs. The actors in the 
massacre proceeded at once to Upolu, which will 
account for their having been afterwards seen 
there, and recognized by the French. Our inqui- 
ries relative to the spot where they had buried tho 
bodies were not satisfactorily answeredt How the 
carpenter's aoo escaped is not known. He is aeid 
to be still living at a village on the eastern part of 
the island. Q'iicro appears to be meutiun nmdc of 
a boy among tho missing, in La Perouse's aocoont. 
Levaaii, a ^ef of tbe (tistrict of fUeletai, waa at 
tbeniMMacreof theparty of LaFeronse. He waa 
then a boy of thirteen years of age. He remem- 
bered the occurrence, and that tliree of the Papa- 
langi were killed. 

The perpetrators of the deed were some young 
chiefs from the district, w ho were on a " malanga 
to Tutuila. At that time Aana district had the 
rule, or was the " Male" party, and domineered over 
the inhabitants of the otaor uhmda and distrietB. 

On the 17th, our friend Toa gave us an invita- 
tion to viiiit him at his town of Fungasar, on tbe 
north side of the island. It is situated on the next 
bay to tbal now called MiwMcre Bay, where De 
Langle waa killed. The path aoroaa the island ia a 
very difficult one to travel; it leads up ll n ii ^h the 
valley,and across the dividing ridfie, which is quite 
pivcipitous. The i-ain whi^ had fallen made it 
very siippcrj-, and the journey was fatiguing tO 
those not accustomed to this kind of walking. 

1 was much struck here with the manliness and 
iutelligenice of the natives, and with tbeir frank 
open expression of oountenance. The oolonr of 
their coni|)lt'\ion is rather darker than that of the 
uHtives of Tahiti. The outlines of face and figture 
are very like those we had left, their hair and eyes 
black, and their teeth |^d and whitr. .Some 
of them had frizzled luur, but it wa.s generally 
straight. 

Just before arriving at tbe village, we were met 
by Tea, and eome of his relations and attendants, 

who welcomed us to his ^i!lnt;'\ s:i!iifing me by 
rubbing his nose with my hand; this is the usual 
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Ho urdcieil a [lit,', taru, brtad-finiit, &c. &.C., fur 
our enterUiniiuut, Tlieso were cooked in the 
universal Polynesian mode, by beinfj covered iiji in 
a hole with hot stones. We were »oou tuld that 
tlie feast was ready, but having liad Bunie expe- 
rience of their cooking, we desii.'ed it m^bt remain 
in tlw OTsn a Ettle while hmger. Thehr tnul 
eastom is to take it out the moment that the tare 
is cooked, and fruui daily practice tliey are well 
acquainted with the time required to cook it. This 
is «eMreely sufficient to give the pig time to be 
wanned through. Otir request prevailed, and in 
the course of naif an hour we were summoned to 
the council-house or faie-tele, where strangers are 
alwnjs entertained. We were shown our seats, on 
one side of a circle, while Toa, with his family and 
friends, occupied the other. The mats, except 
one, were not very clean. The pig, which must 
have weighed one bundred poundB, waa brought 
in, and lud with tiie tun and nmd-fnrit <m banana- 
leaves. A butcher's knife was all that we pos- 
tKsssed to carve it with. The whole village, old and 
young, men, women, and children, who were walt> 
ing in anxious expectation for their share, now 
surrounded us, and made it uncomfortable to eat, 
with so nuuiy hungry expectiints ; I made liaste, 
therefore^ to divide it, and with it they soon dis- 
persed. The taro waa exceedingly well cooked, 
dry, and farinaceous. The bread-fruit they said 
was too young, and not being considered good by 
them, they objected to giving us any of it, nut did 
not hesitate to eat it themselves. A pig is a great 
treat to them, fur although they have plenty, they 
prefer selling to eating them. 

AJi kinds of provisions in these islands are en- 
handnf in ▼aine, and will contmne to do so. It is 
romarkahlo how the [rices fluctuate. On some 
days provisions of aJi kuids will be exceedingly 
cheap, and almost any article will be taken in 
cxehanse} and then agahi nothing can be found to 
please the natiyee, or indnee them to trade, altliough 
the rjuautity for sa! ■ is . jually as great. Tt wius 
not a little amusing to see the natives sitting whole 
days to obtain the price of their fowl or pig, and 
persisting in their refusal of the offer made ; and 
tliis was sometimes done by a large number at the 
same time, all remaining true to each other until 
their poe or food became exhansted, when they 
wonld take the eaiHest oppartiudty of dtepodng of 
their different parcels. 

In the grove near the village we saw several 
piles of stones. I was told they were the graves 
in wiiich they formerly buried the dead, joat below 
the Burfikce. On the top were placed atones, form- 
ing a higl) pile. Now they bury their dead in 
graves about three feet deep, and enclose them 
with llw dracesna, which grows rapidly, and fonna 
a pretty and neat trellis. 

Toa became quite comnmnicative, and as he 
showed me about his village, he told me, through 
tlie interprets, that iMfore the misuoDaries came, 
iiie ehlen ail fuA HtwSr '^nita" or spirits^ wldch 
they worshipped, and that thry f-lt themselves 
obliged to do every thing tlioy eonunanded. Uis 
aitu were fresh-water eels, which he constantly 
fed in the brook near the village. I visited it, and 
requested him to catch one, which he attempted to 
do; but after a long search, turning iv r l.irge 
stoDcs, and examining holes, he was unsuccessful. 
He said there weve BMDj in it lonnerl/, and foile 



tame ; but since he had embraced Clu-iatiauity, 
they had all been caught and destroyed. On further 
questioning him, he told me that he had himself 
eaten them; and that formerly if any one had 
touched, disturbed, or attempted to catch one, he 
should have killed him immediately. He said liia 
ceb wen very good to eat, and waa sonry he eeidd 
not find any more; and laughed very heartily when 
I spoke to liim a)>out eating his aitu. I mention 
this circumstance to show the powerftii eflbct the 
Christian religion lias liad upon tlie ancient cn»- 
toms of this people. 

After much persuasion, they wete indnoed tO 
sing some of tlieir old war-songs. 

A translation of one of their songs wee made 
by an interpreter, and is as follows. 

A chief of Samoa attacks an cucmy on another 
island and conquers. After the victors have cm- 
barked safely for their isUnd, they sing as fol- 
lowss— 

** Ksep her awqr, aad miad ths Mn." 

And when they get home, the people sing, — 

' "We are glad you hare come to your island of plenty, 
We have waited a long time for our chief and canoes." 

Toa, after his tmsneecssiui search for his favourite 
eels, went into the brook for a bath, which he told 

me lie very frequently did during the day ; and it 
was delightful to see the pleasure lie took in it. 
The natives, un^ed, are annost constantly m the 
water, and, consequently, very cleanly in Uiehr per- 
sons. Finding that it occupied too much of VmSx 
thoughts on the Sabbath, bathing OS that day has 
tieen forbidden. 

Towards evening, we took our leave of Tea, 
thanking him warmly for his kindne8.<?; we were 
escorted to the outside of the village by his friends 
and relalieBi^ wlUlst Ton hiuidf aocompanied ns 
to Pago-psga 

The natives hsTO no flxed thne for meals, eating 
when(?ver they feel hungry. Their food consists 
of pork, fish, bread-fruit, e')coa-nut8, bananas, &c., 
but principally of taro. All of these are produced 
iu abundance. Water is their common drink, and, 
notwithstanding cocoa-nuts are so abundant, the 
milk is seldom used: the trouble of procuring them 
is too much for them. They use ava made from 
the piper mythiademn, and it is the only intoai* 
eating drink they have Tt is never used to 
excess, although old and young, male and female, 
are very fond of it. The taste, to one unaccus- 
tomed to it, is not pleasant, being somewhat similar 
to that of rhubarb and magnesn. Their mode off 
1 renarin2 it is the same as liaa already been de-> 
scribed. 

They sleep on the Isige eoeree mats widi which 

they always cover the floors of their houses. Over 
these they spread coloured tapas, some of which 
are alao used lor nets of protection against the 
numerous masqaito.-s. For a pillow they use a 
piece of bamboo } • i tcd on small legs. Their 
hair is frecjueutly ^Imiu (■!:) , e. rui 1 coral, lime, or 
aslies spriukied over it to destroy the vermin, 

• The ava docs not, according to the whites, intoxicate in 
the same manner as ardent spirits, but produces a tem- 
IHjrary jiaralVNis, tremors, and a confuted feeling atxiut the 

head. iDdistinctnets and distortton of vision, somewhat 
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which are g«ii«nted in great nambets in tbeir 

tapas and mata. 

AccurUtiig to old Toa, a native is in a oom* 
fortable condition when he has a good hense; % 
well-made vinitinf; canoe ; a neat, handy, large, and 
well-forraed woman for a wife; a taro-patch with a 
^ood fence; cocua nut, and bfead-fniit tveei^with a 
reasonable number of pig^. 

Tlw wtfiiMB mn nam Mmitted to the aame privi- 
leges as the men. The chiefs have still great power 
over the people, although the influence of the mis- 
sionaries has tended greatly to diminish it. Most 
of ttw people look back to ue dero when po^npftmy 
existed with regret, and eannot nndentanawhy 
tliey are restricted to one wife. Tlicy say, "Wliy 
blio'uld God be so unreasonable as to require them 
to give up all their wives but one for his conve- 
nience ?" They pay jitst attention to tlieir religious 
duties; morning and evening jtniyers are always 
said, as is grace before tbeir meals, and wiih a 
devotioa zaieljr to be seen among civilized men. 

Tbdr ftmneemento seem to be few; thehr books 
are constantly before them, and a great portion of 
their time is employed over them. Old gray-headed 
men may be seen poring over the alphabet, and 
taught by some of the jnnongest of the Hunily. The 
employment of the men is to enUiTBte and ^med the 

tart), and to take care of tlie ft r.i' - ; t![i y also make 
seuuit for their houses, and canoes fur tisiiing. The 
women are engaged iu making mats, and the boys 
and girls play, and wait upon tbeir heniors. 

Next to study, fishing is their great employment. 
This is performed by driving the flsh towards the 
nets in shoal water, 'where they are easily caught. 
The east-net is also used. 

The only amusement wc saw, is a game called 
i lafo-tupc, which is played willi cucoa-nut sliclls, 
aud resembles shuEm-boni d. 

Mr. Murray is an amiable as well as a truly 
pious man, and the natives have imitated the ex- 
ample set by bim. He studiously avoids any ii t i 
course with th^ in the way of trade or barter, 
I except so mneh as is neeessary for the provision of 
his own family, and derates his whole time to 
proacbing and teaching the Gospel. He is one of 
the mnslonartes engaged in translating the Bible, 
many parts of which are now completed, and ex* 
tensfvely used by the natives, many of whom read 
and write well. 

Their observance of the Sabbath is very strict; 
and it is impossible to get a native to do any thing 
whatsoever on that day, but perform his religious 
duties. They attend church regularly. In Mr. 
Murray's congregation tliere are about tiiirty cuni- 
mmucants, and nearly one thousand atteudimtB on 
public worahip. They come from many of the snr- 
rounding villages. Mr. Murray has been lure 
about three years, and the native preachers niue 
or ten; ho is well acfjuainted with the difficulties 
of his statioo, but seemed to feel assured that his 
exertions were aliont being crowned with success. 

He rcpvesented to me that the natives were vi ry 
tractable, and draircd exceedingly to be taught; 
that they had much application, seemed to com- 
prehend many things, and were certainly not sur- 
passed in intelligence by any of the natives of 
Poljuesia, 

Polygamy, which formerly was practised to a 
great extent, atiil exists among those who have not 
iwen eonTcrtod. 



Circ u m c i s ion u practised among them. 

They caiTv their eliildn ri in the same wingnlar 
manner on the hip, as in the low archiptilagu. 
Tliey are early betrothed, without rc^rd to 
age, the girl being saa, or tabooed, until of 
marriageable age. During the intervening time, 
all kinds of native property are aceuumlated, 
sucli as mats, &c., f(»r tlie bridal day. Two days 
previous to it, the inhabitants of the district are 
gathered together for f( asling and dancing. On 
the third day, the iiridu is produced before tlie 
assembled multitude, and the eeremony attendant 
on marriage that was customaqr amoi^ the Jewa 
performed. After the marriage had hoSa constnn« 

mated, the dowry was exhibited, and each article 
being held up it wati proclaimed by whom it was 
presented ; the multitude, having eoDsnnicd all the 
eatables, and exhausted their strength in rioting 

and debauchery, dispersed. 

1 have seldom seen a more devout or attentive 

collection of ^ople tliau I observed at tines iu tlm 
eburdi meetmg, which was held iu die council- 
house at Pnpo-pago; the new church was under- 
going alti'ratiuuM; fur on it8 I)eing completed, it 
was found it would not accrjmmtHlate the eoogre* 
gation, when they determined to enlarge it. 

Upon the conclusion of a long service, they were 
observed to divide tlu nisoU't s info three parlies; 
one remaining in the church, and the other two re» 
pairing to different buildings. The object off this 
was, that they might listen to instructions from 
their native teachers explanatory of tlie sermon, 
and also receive exhortations to put away all that 
is uubecuming to the Christian cbai-acter. Tlio 
afternoon is employed in further expbinationa and 
examinations liy the mi-sionaries. Tho native 
iiiiaaionaries have al»u meetings on Fridays. 

Tlieir mode of singmg hymns is peculiar, the 
whole mass joiuing in some parts, with all the 
limgs they could muster. Tliis exercise appeared 
to afford them great delight. Tho congregatitm 
were mostly dressed in tapos, or clotiied in one 
sort of garment or oth^; but the person who at- 
tracted our attention most, was the consort of 
Pomale. From being the wife of the most influ- 
ential personage, she liad received n)ore presents 
from us than any other; and she endeavoured, on 
tiiis ocearion, to display on her person the greater 
part, if not nil, that she had thus acquired. These 
consisted of a red cahco gown, four or five petti- 
coats of different ocdonrs, woollen socks, green slip- 
pers, cap and bonnet, a large plaid blanket shawl, 
and a pair of polai* gloves, the whole surmounted 
; Ijy a flaming red silk xmibn lla— and this with the 
tiienuometer at 87° 1 It was difficult to keep our 
eyes off iier during tlie service, and b^ore the end 
of it all her finery became awry. The other 
natives also seemed to have the desire of exhibiting 
theiraeqinsitioiM, tboui^ these consisted frequently 
of no nme than a ▼«•(, or a pair of pantaloons, with- 
out shirt, or oeeasianaUy of a long-skirted coat, with- 
out either of the former garments, so that a small 
roll of tai>a was needed to cover their nether parts. 

Some unauthorized attempts were madetoin« 
duce the natives to break the missionary laws, by 
offers of great value in their eyes ; they were told 
the missionaries would not see them. On under- 
standing which, tliey pointed to the heavens, and 
replied, Th«w miwionary seo." Thb was eottr 
ehisiv^ and » just and aevece xebnito. 
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The P«Beoekand Flyin^-risli ngiiiii joined inon 
the 18ih of October, in i it,'lit days from Papieti. 
Orders were at ouce given them to proceed to 
Upulu, to commence the survey of thftt island. 
They did uo( aaii, howeTer, the 20th, haviug 
b«eii detained by the winds. Theharbonr at Pitf^- 
p;is;o, tlioii^^li easy of access, is cxtrenicly difficult 
to leave, in consecjui nce of the south-east ti-ade- 
whlde blowing (lii-L-ctly in, and renderiug it neces- 
sary to malte short tacks. Indeed, a vessel no 
sooner gets headway on one tack, tlian it is found 
ueeessary to tack a<{ain. Tlie sea is often heavy 
fttthe mouth of tlie harbour, and the shore is lined 
with s narrow coml reef mil avoand it. I was glad 
to see the Peacock safe outaide, after beatuig i£out 
lour hours. 

During our stay on thie ialaud, the whole was 
examined, the harhour surveyed, and the principal 
heights determined. Tide-gauges were kept on 
tliu north and suntli sides, and the (thservatioua for 
magnetic dip, variation, and intensity made. The 
terapemtnre during our stay of nnwteen days 
varied from 7^ to 88"} the mean temperature was 
80 60°. 

The climate of TUnilft is mild and agreeable, 
particularly at Faf^-pano^ wImkb the tempraatnrB 
to tower than it Is elsewkere on the tshmd, hi con- 

8e<nK'iicc of its {^cncralty being overshadowed with 
clouda that hang ou the high land. There is 
usually a fine breeae, whieh sets in about ten 
o'clock, and rimtiiiuea until sunset. Tlie uighta 
being cahii, niucli dew falih iu line weather. W«3 
had little fair weather during our stay, and the 
prognostication <if the natives proved too true, 
respecting the diflScttlty of seeing the sun and 
stars. The wind at times was veiy strong, abuti.st 
a gale, arcompauied by light rain and mint I vvasi 
informed that there is a good deal of rain duruig 
the year, hut seldom sueh a continuance of it as wc 
experienced. There does not appear to be any 
particular rainy season, but tlu y are lialde to these 
high winds duriog the winter mouths, or fi-oni 
Oetober to Uarcb. During deven days of our 
atay^ the quantity of min that fell was 4^ mehes. 



In our explorations, nearly all Ae Tilleges of 

tliis island were visited by .some of the officers of 
tlie squadron, and from their report they much 
resemble each other. Those of Fagaitua and 
Leone, on the sonthem eoas^ are the largest, and 
are move of the Devil's towns than the others. One 
of their customs id truly savage. They seldom use 
pork as a food, consequently it is a great rarity 
with them; bnt at intervals of several months the 
villagers assemble at a f -nsr, at whieli thirty or 
forty hog.s are killed, wlitu tiiey gornuindizo on 
them for four or five days, or as long as the food 
lasts. The whole is eaten, entrails and all. Fish 
and laro are the principal food, and h&rge nnmbers 
of the natives m.iy be seen fishing off the coast hi 
fine weatlier. The kiud of fish usually caught are 
mullet. 

There is a large kind of worm which they esteem 
a great delicacy, and which is eaten with much 
relish. It is impossible to see them sucking down 
the entrails of the biche-de-mar, holithuria, and 
eehina, without di^ust. Iliey abo eat many of 
the shell-fibh that ai-e found on the shore. 

The tenipemture found ou the top of Matafoa, 
at tho altitude of two thousand three hundred and 
fifty-uine feet, waa at 4 p.m. <i9'4% whikt that ou 
hewd the ship was 79*8*. 

We made an endeavour here to search tlie reefs 
at uight for shells, with Hambeaux or torchlight, 
after the manner of the Chain islanders, by which 
means it Is said that many S]>ecie8 of sheila are 
taken, wliich are never seeu by daylight. We ca.u- 
not vouch for this being the case, our experiment 
not having suoceeded. The leaves of the ooooa- 
nut were eidier too green or too wet to bum. If 
Bitecess really attends this method, it is a singular 
truit iu the economy of mollusca, which are gene- 
rally supposed to be partial to daylight. It wasmy 
determinaUun to make another trbl, under more 
fiivunrable circumstances; but from oar constant 
occupation and fa iLi ie of tlie crew in tho day- 
time, we were uuable to renew the experi- 
ment. 



Digitized by Google 



Dep«tur^onheViD*^nrMe^m SA MOAN GROUP. Native trial for murder. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

SAMOAN GROUP. UPOLU. SAVAU. 

DEPARTtTBE OF THE VISCSMHSS VROtC TVTrit.A— HIk NAKKOV BtCAVK PROX WUXCK— APPBARAWCE OF vrOLC— 

MESSARF. FROM « APTAIX HttD805f— TRI A L OF TVVAt FOR MUKnCR— COVXCtL OF TIIK CHIEFS— AaCfllEXTS IK 

mil H.K Of ri \AI - ( APT.MV IltJlSoSS HEPLT DKCISION OF THE C A8E O F TU V A I — HIS BEHAVIOUR — COM 1' T. A I NTH 

OF TBK KATITES AOAINST Vil ALF.SS— FEa'* VISIT TO TVfAl — OUT&AGSS OF OFOTDMU, A XATIVB CHIEF— VISIT 
TO MB. WIIiUAHl— IMTBBTIBW WITH MAMB10A—HM DAtfOHTBft— LASB 09 KAVtO— ITS M(»BM»~'»VrBmntTIOW 
BBOABMNO IT— ATTEMPT TO CAPTURE OPOTUKO— FOtIO, OB COVXCII., Ot BIOS CHtBFI— ITS OBJBCV— 'MB. t. 
WILLIAMS RECOOMZED AS rONSUL — UEGVLATIONS DISCPS8KD AKO ADOPTEII — DEMAND FOB OPOTVICO— FOXO 

Aiuoi'HN Ku— ITS sKcovn Mr.r.TiNG — --I'FKiir nv mai.iktoa's ORATOR — Br.wAKn oKKKRHD FOR THK Arrur.iii N- 

BION OF UPOTVKO— TERRITORIAL OIVISIOXS OF UPOLU— TVBAMMT OP TAMAFAUO— WAR OP AAWA — DESOLATION 
or *BAt MBTBICI^IMAVO Of MAXOKO— ItLABO OP APOUMA— rBOCBBMBM OF THE POBPOISB AT BATAIt— 
DB. PICKXRiKO ABB MBBrBVAW NAOIT LAMB TBB«»~«VmTMr VMB OOABT OP BATAII— VILLAGE OP 
PELIALOPO— INLET OP ASAIT— BAT OP WATAATtTA— PBCtfltABITIBB OP ITB IMBABITANTS— RA PA PA LK— DR. 

PICEERINr.'s J<iIiBVKY IV T H K INTI KI'IU OF SAVAlI — CTTlIllsITV OP Tit K NATIVES — FfSltlNO 0!» THE CORAL 
BEEF — DESCRIPTION OF SAVAII— THE l-ORPOISE PROCKIiDS TO TUTCILA AMD UPOLU— BBOMIOK OP TilS S<tVAI>BOI< 
<— KBTIBW OF TMS MABIBBk— SABTBftVAKB*. 



Tm mrveys of t1i« island of Tiitaila having been 
coroptotfd by tlio 23nl November, wo maide pre- 
parations for our departure, and on the 26tli wo 
woifhod anetior. In Wving the harbour we had a 

narrow escape from wreck ; the almost constant 
south cost wind, which is fair to a vessel entering 
the bay, and makes it easy of acci ss, is alic.ul <jii 

i'oing out, which reuders egress difiBcult; it there- 
on becomes neceisBiy to make frequent taeks, 
anri a vrasel must be well manoBuvivd to oscap<^ 
accident, for to miss stays would be almost cti-tain 
to bi iii^ about shipwreck. When wo beat out, the 
wiud was light, and it failed altogetfaw just as we 
reached the most dangerous pwtof the channel; 
we were in conseiiueiiee brought within an oar's 
length of the reef, on which a heavy surf was 
' tnmtking. The moment was a trying one, and the 
event doubtful; all were at tbr ii- ^t -ttons, and not a 
word was spoken. Of my u.vii feelings on the 
occasion I have no very prei-ise rocoliection ; merely 
iKmemberiog that I felt as if I brefttbed more 
freely after the erisw Itad passed snd we were 
in safety. 

'JMie aftonioon was fine, and we sailed along the 
soutl] 1 11 1 ore of the island, ■dnirtng its diversi- 
fied surface, its lu.xuriant groves, and the smiling 
villages that crown its bays. Where the valleys 
eonie out from Ijetween the ridges to the shore, , 
there is usually a level plain extcudiog inwards for 
a envple of miles; these plains am occupied for the 
most part by groves of cucoa-nut and bread-fniit, 
beneath whose shade lie the dwellings of tho na- 
tives. Uanj of 'the inhabitants were abroad in 
their eanqes, employed in fidiing; some of them 
scaicdy seemed to notice the ship, passing them 
rapidly with all sail s< t, while others appeared to 
regard her with intense curiosity. In the evening 
we had much lightning, but no thunder. 

The distance between Tutuila and Upolu, of 
thirty- six miles, was soon passed, and in the mom- 
ing we were delighted with the view of the latter 
island as we ran down its coast to the westward. 
It appears macdi richer and more fruitful than the 
other islands of this group, and may bo described 
as of moderate height, rising gradually in a succes- 



sion of ridges fnm ft low shore; here and there 

broad and fertile valleys are seen, with numerous 
streams falling from the mountains in cascades. 
The eastern portion of the island is much mere 
mgged than the western ; the main ridgn runs 
ra.st and west, an-l ridges or spurs run back to it 
from the northern coast in a south-east direction. 
Between these lateral ridges are broad and fratile 
▼alleys, decreasing in width as they recede fkvm 
the coast. The short! is lined with a coral ivcf, 
wliich is now and then interrupted by chan- 
nels, andftnnB snug and convenient harbours. 

At noon we descried the Peacock lying in the 
harhour of Apia, and shortly afterwards I received 
a mes.sage from Cajttain Hudson, saying that my 
presence was required on shore. In the hope tliat 
it was not a business of such a nature as to cause 
detfntioii, T left the Vineennrs in the offing, while 
I went ahhorc in niy boat. On reaching the land, 
1 found the chiefs engaged in the trial ci a native 
called Tuvai, w ho had killed an American named 
Edward Gsvenaugh, a native of New Bedford. 

It appear* .! ili u on Captain Hudson's arrival, 
tiie murderer u .is pointed out to him in the village, 
upon which he very properly determined to have 
the offender punished, and gave orders to have liini 
arrested. lie was m consequence seized in a 
I house near the water, and carried on board the 
Peacock. Being taken by surprise, he offered no 
resistance to his capture. Gaplain Hudson then 
requested a conference with the neighbouring 
ciiiefs, who in consequence had assembled on the 
27th. 

ThofoHo, M such aasembUet are called, was held 
in the oouneH-houae, or ftJe-tde, where the chiefs 

were collected. The Rev. Mr. Mills acted as 
interpreter on the occasion. Captain Hudson, 
through him, stated that the object of his having 
requested them to assemble was to bring the 
accused to a trial before them, iu order that if his 
gnilt wore established, he might be brought to 
condign punishment : he then pointed out to them 
Uie guilt and eottsequenoes of the crime of murder, 
and declared the course he had considered it his 
duty to adopt. The chiefs listened attentively to 
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th» addreai, and in reply, througli the principal 
one, admitted that the man t.ikt n was in reality 
the guilty persoU) a fact knowa to every peraou 
upon the island. Cttptain Hudson then stated 
to them that it was absolutely necessary that 
Tuvai should bo promptly punished, in order that 
others might be deterred from the commission of 
the same crimei. He saggestadyhowerery lhat in 
spite of the universal Mlief in Tavu^ having 
comiiiiLtcd [lie crime, It was proj)er that he shoultl 
undergo a trial, or at least an examination in 
order that he might have Ihe privilege of being 
heard in his own defence. 

This suggestion beiiiy; approved, T.ivai was 
brouj^lit on shore under a military guard, and 

8 laced in the centre of the building. He w*as an 
l-lookiDg fellow, of about twenty-eight years of 
age, and manifest 1 ii i fear, but lodted »boot him 
with the greatest composure. 

The trial was simple enough : ho was first 
asked by the chiefs whether ho was guilty of 
the crime, to which he answered that he was ; 
being next aelccd why ho had committed it, he re- 
plied thAt he had done it in order to possess him- 
self of the man's property (clothes and • knife). 

The chiefs, among whom was Pea, of Apia, to 
whom the criminal was distantly related, made every 
effort in their power to save liis fife ; stating that 
he was in darkness, and therefore unconscious of 
the guilt of ffae action, when ho committed the 
murder; that as sli > Ii id hut just emerged from 
beatheoism they ought not to be subjected for jpast 
aetiona, to laws titey knew not ; that these laws 
were made for people who iceupied a more elevated 
station ; that Tuvai w;n n [» ^or man uf uo account, 
and was not a person . t rficient importance to be 
notieed by a great people like us ; that faa Samoa 
(the Samoan nshion) did not allow men to be put 
to death in cold blood, but that after so lone; a time 
had elapsed, as in the instance before them, it ad- 
mitted of a ransom. 

Pea went on to say, that many bad acts had 
been coromiited upon natives by white men with 
impunity, and asked wliether the Cliriatian religion 
saiictioniBid the taking of human life. He then ap- 
plied to our genensity to pwnleii pvcsent 
crime, and n ^^ured us that no sndl offeness diould 
be committed in future. 

Pea had one of those countenaaeM which ex- 
hibtta all thai is passing in the mind. It was 
amnmng to- see him at one time exhibiting a pic- 
ture of wliimsical distress at the idea of being 
compelled to put his kinsman to death, and im< 
mediately afterwards laughing at sonediing Indi- 
rrous wiiieh had occurred to him. 

Pea was seconded in his endeavours by Vavasa, 
of Manono, one of the finest-looking of the chiefs, 
whose attitudes and movements were full of geace, 
and his manner exceedingly haughty and bold. 

In rejily to tlicir ary;umcnts, Captain Hudson 
stated, that however freely other sius might be 
fetgiveo, in consideration of their late benighted 
state, even the darkness of paganism could not 
extenuate the crime of murder. He told them 
that the Scriptures waid, " WhoHo sheddeth man's 
blood, by man shall his blood be shed that 
nothing but the life of the offender could ntisfy 
the demands of justier, and that thegrmosl Mte- 
cute the criminal themselves. 
This amKHmeainent caused much excitement; the 
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j chiefs again asserted that they knew no such laws; 
that l>y the customs of Sanioa, the anger of the 
friends and relations of a person who had been 
killed was to be appeased by a present from the 
criminal or his rt latioiis, and l>y a form of stih- 
nsisbion, which coii»itited iti knocking their head^ 
three times on the ground. To this n was reulied, 
that the guilt of the prisoner bad bean proved and 
admitted — ^be must die. 

The cliiefs, after much reluctance, consented, 
but expressed great repugnauoe to aa immediate 
execution. They urged in a most strenuoiM manner, 
that tiio criminal should ho carried on board ship, 
and executed there, or that ho should be taken to 
some uninhabited island and left These alterna- 
tives were refused by Captain Hndsui, and the 
diiefs seemed in great distress. 

At this point of the discussion, the VIncennes 
was aiuxumeed as being in sight, and the proceed- 
ings were su^^pended. An officer was immediately 
despatched, w ho, as has been already mentianed, 
boarded that vi'ssel off the harbour. 

Wlicn 1 landed, I found the asi>embly anxiously 
awaiting the result of my arrival Captain Hudson 
and myself had a private interview, in whidi he 
detaile<l all the facts, and stated that it had been 
his intention to compel tlie chiefs to make all the 
preparations for the emeiiliail, bat before it was 
carried into effect to eome forward and reprieve 
the criminal, at the same time requesting Mr. 
Mills to make an appropntts spesdi. Slating the 
reasons for the futrdou. 

Alter a full discussion of the whole subject, we 
came to the conclusion, tliat it would bo best to 
transport the criminal to souic otlter island ; for 
it appeared probable that this would have a better 
effect than even his execution, aa it woald bo 
longer r e ms m bs r edy wbila to eanse him to be put 
to iieath might natoimllj axoite a desire of m> 

vcnge. 

Tiiis decisioa was at once communicated to tlie 
chiefs, with a statement, that in conformity with 
the laws of Tahiti in such cases, Tuvai should be 
transi>orted to a desert island, where he would 
never a£a>in have an opportunity of killing a white 
man. Tha dii^ although evidentl|y leUcved 
from the most intense part of their distrss^ were 
still much affected by this decision. 

The prisoner wa.s then ordered to be taken on 
board tlie Peaoock, whither he was followed by a 
erowd of natives, with many tears and lamenta- 
tions, among whom his wife wjus the moat affected. 
Among others, Pea, the chief of Apia, to whom, 
as has been stated, the prisoner was related, was 
very much distressed and excited. Unahle to vent 
his rage and trouble in any othe r manner, he spent 
it upon the crowd aroimd liim, striking in all 
directions with a huge stem of a cocoa-nut leaf, by 
wludi he soon dispwsed them. I Mt a emriosity 
to see what effect the sentence would have upon 
the prisoner. Death he would have suffered with- 
out uttering a murmur ; but when he heard he 
was to be taken from his native land, his firmness 
was overcome, and he was observed to shed tears. 
He made no resistance to his being removed on 
board ship, but after he got there he said he would 
rather be put to death and buried in his own 
native inland, than banished to a desert one. 

After this difficult bu(>ino«s was arranged, they 
brought dieirowii grievances beforsme,and pwticu- 
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larly their cumplaiiits a<^aiiiat tho American whalera. | 
Tiiey sjiid th:it huini- of them had evudcd tlit-ir 
port c)tai-K('<4, and refused to pay for tho pmviHions 
with whi(di they had becUl fannnhed. T» this I 
i-eplit'd that I was ready to iiid« nmify them for 
their losisea, jiiid ahould a»k uo uther proof of I 
tliem tlian their own statement. They appeared 
stroek with the unexpected liberality of this offw } 
but, after eomultatacoi, as if to maoifeat a ootro- 
Kponding feeling, declined to accept it. I then in- 
formed them that thiir port-diiirges for the 
Hquadron should be paid, \shich <^:i\ii much Batia- 
faction, particularly to old Pea, who would derive 
the principal benefit from them. The fouo then 
broke U|i iii greiit i:<.,h1 Ij\.iniiiir. 

Pea and some of Uie otiier chiefs were very 
nnaiouB io hear from me what aort of an island 
Tuvai ^vns to bo put upon. They asked mnny 
questiotiH in relation to it, and ahMiys among the 
firat, whether tliere would be any oocork-nut trees, 
nature'a first and beat jnf t to thein« upon it. Wish- 
ing to make the intended puniahment aa Imible 
as poi^ibte to them, I alwagw wplicd that theve 
would be noue whatever. 

After Tuvai was again on board ship, old Pea 
paid him a visit, in the course of which the former 
melted into tears, howled bitterly, and beg|t;ed that 
he rai^dit lye taken on f^liore to be put to death, in 
order that his i>ody might be buried in his native 
soil. It appeared fram faiformation that we re- 
ceivf d, ihni fliis was a part of a concerted ])!an to 
obtain a iuriher commutation of Itis sentence, and 
that diis affecting interview waa got up in order to 
excite our aynipnthiefl. Finding it did not produce 
the desired effect, old Pea went about the ship 
with a doleful visage, exclaiming, ** Koltiiiwt-lartii 
Tuvai" — have compassion on Tuvai. 

I was in hopes to find the surveys of Upolu 
nearly, if not tiuite finislud; but the Flying-Fish, 
which wna to have aided in performing them, had 
not yet been seen or l)cai*d from. Tliis was no 
small diaapjKnntmenty as it mieht omnpel me to 
bring the vhieenttes into the narbonr, and Urns 
incur a serioiiH delay. 

Before I Imd decided upon this stqt, I learned 
tliat a • chief of the name of Opotuno, wbeee ca|>> 
ture bad been considered so important by our 
government that a ship of war had been despatched 
lor tlie express purpose, had again become trouble- 
some, and was threateniqg vengeance anon all the 
win tea who might fidt in hia power, l therefore 
determined to make an attempt to obtain posses- 
hiuu of his person by stratagem. Lest, however, 
such an attempt shomd create distiu-bance in the 
island, or be pnidnaliTB of injury to the white 
residents, T determined, before putting ray purpose 
into effect, to have an int«'rv5ew with the Kcv. Mr. 
Williams, the principal miseiioaary in these islands, 
both to consult as to the best mode of accomplish- i 
ing this object, and to learn what elfect it would 
be likely to have on tlie operations of the mis- 
sionaries*. I accordinj^ly set out for his residence 
at Fasetootai, about twenty miles to the westward 
of Apia, in the hope of oewng hiuu Ur« Cunning- 
h:im, H. B. M. VMM-conwil^ was Idod enough to 
accom|»any me< 

• Vr. wnilame b the rather ottba welMtnowa Polyne- 
sian Mfi8!onar>' B 'hcarclicH, and it will be our melaneboly 
office hereafter, to speaiL ol hie failing a martyr in hie eflerte 
to pni!psfatt the Oespai 



We left the Peaeodt at annset, and reached 

Mr. Williams's snug cottaK^" about midni^dit. Ncj- 
ihing could be kinder than tlie welcome he gave 
us ; and the pleasure he cxprceeed at onr visit 
soon made ur feel at home. He gave us supper, 
and provided us with comfortable beds. Shortly 
after our arrival, another jiarty was welcomed, 
ouueiati^g of three ladies and a gentleman of the 
mission, who were in tike manner prorided for, 
without apparent inconvenience. 

Mr. Williams seemed to Uie exactly what a mis- 
aioiuuy ought to be, ptous, cheerful, and meek, al- 
thuutth i-«M>lttt«. His wliule thonghia aeemed to 
be direeted to the welfare of those whom lie had 
undertaken to enlighten. His views were pointed 
not only to the diffusion of the Gosp<d, but also to 
the extension of the nsdiil arta^and whatever could 
tend to elevate the oonditioB and eradieato the 
vices of the imtivcu. 

After a long consultation, Mr. Williams came to 
the ooncluaion tliat there waa no reason for fearmg 
that the airest of Opotnno would be the cause m 
any injury to the whites or niissionarieK. He Kaid 
that Opotuno was u biood-thirsty fellow, and that 
it wooid be doing the iBlands agrsat aeffviee sliotild 
he he removed ; that tliere was not a shadow of 
doubt that he bad murdered twelve whites, of 
whom several wera Americans; that he was a 
determined enemy to the whites* and in the habit 
of saying that he would omit no opporttmity of 
killing nil who might come within his power. 
Mr. Williams, however, doubted the success of 
any attempt to take OpotuuO) unleis it was made 
under disguise ; for upon the approach of all men- 
of-war, and daring their atay, he lived in <he 
mountains of Savaii, where it waa impomible to 
find him. 

The sitiution of Mr. Williams's cottage is pretty; 
it 8tand!4 within a few rods of the beach, and is sur- 
rounded by a niccly-dic4>i>€d lawn, on which are 
several fine trees; the background is filled up with 
ooooa«aut, bread-fniit, and a variety of other trees. 
Near by u the tiny ship-yard of his son, Mr. John 
Willinmfj, wlio was taken by his father to England, 
and there tau^rht »11 the nieehanicni trades. Ho 
has returned thence witliiu a few mouths, with his 
wife, and by the aid of a few natives has already 
bnilt himself a vessel of about twenty-five tons' bur- 
den, which he piopoMW to employ in trading among 
tlteae islands. 

The neat day we returned to AjStu On onrway 
we stopped at Sap^na for the purpose of visiting 
Malictoa, the principal chief of the Malo or con- 
quering pavQr. 

1 have rarely seen a phMie where mora attention 
is paid to cleanlhiMS than at Sagana. A similar 
regard to neatness prevails in the walks around tlie 
village, and in tlie cultivatiou of the taro, melons, 
and bananas, which is carried on in the innnediate 
vicinity. Tlie paths leading to these cultivated 
grounds paist> through fine shady groves. The pre- 
servation of the broad walks and patlis appears to 
be rather an amusement than » labour to the 
villagers. 

Here Malietoa was seen in his domestic circlflu 
with his wives and children around him. I found 
him in a small hotise, enjoying the afternoon breeze, 
with bis daughter playing about him. She was 
about fifteen years of age, and decidedly the pret- 
tiest gid we had asen m thia group; het name 
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Emma, and Hlie was as inteili;:;>'iit as -slie was 
pretty. 

Thf chief, whoso hair was white with age, made 
U8 warmly welcome, ami vvialied to go over to his 
fale-teie to receive us as became chieff^, but this I 
would not permit. Hia wives busted themselves 
in getting things in order, very niueti after tbe 
fasliion of other parts of the world, when a stranger 
arrives unexpectedly. In a feiv minutes the fine 
mats were laid, the Rtools, calabashes, and straw 
put away. A clean shirt was slipped over tiie old 
1 man's head while my attention was called ofT to 
1 another object. 

HaKetoa's house was not larger than the others 
in the Tiilaffe, ud ozhiUted no other difference 
i^m them than in containing a dais or platform, 
occupying about a third of it, and raised about a 
foot higher than the rest of tho floor. 

When the domeetio anRRngenMnta w«n va^ 
pleted, hu-gt^ bunches of banuaa and fkwdi eoeoa> 
nats were brought in and presented to us. Jlr. 
Wilson was an excellent interpreter, und by his aid 
I bid a long and agreeable talk win old ehief, 
who, when hh ^v^trs were touehed upon» appeared 
full of fire and animation. 

Messrs. Dnna and Couthouy visited a lake called 
Lauto, which lies to the westward of this pass, and 
in the centre of an eztinet erater. Tbe edge of the 
crater was found to be two thousand five hundred 
and seventy feet above the sea, and the descent 
(benee to the water of the lake is one hundred and 
twenty feot, These gentlemen succeeded in obtain- 
ing a line of soundings across the lake, by cutting 
down trcfs, and fonniu^ a raft of tliein. They 
lonnd the depth in the middle nine and a half 
fiUlioms, dtereasing thence gradually in alt direc- 
tions to the shore. The form of the lake is nearly 
circular, and it haa a subterrniieau outlet. The 
hill in which this crater is situated is ct»nical, and 
there is a low knoll at some distance to the south 
of it, which is the only other elevation in the 
neighbowiiood abore tbe general be^bt of tbe 
ridge. 

The border of the enter Is clothed with the 

usual forest foliage of these islands, which, how- 
ever, exhibits here more than u.sual beauty, being 
decorated with the finely-worked fronds of the 
arborescent ferns, in widely-spread stars^ and the 
graceful pliinieH of a large mountain palm. 

The poets of tho isl;ind have appreciated tlio 
beantar of tbe place, and allude to the perpetual 
verdure wbieh ad«iniB the banks of flie bdtv in tbe 
following line > 

" lAuuto'o e le toi a e \m roea." 

** JmHo, anteocbed by wUhend leaf." 

There is a legend connected with this lake, that 
has more of poetic beauty and feeling than one 
would have supposed to oxist among so rude a 
people. It is as follows. 

Many generations since, during a war between 
Upolu and Savaii, a number of war-cam ks from 
the latter island croued over to attack Ulatamoa 
(or, as K is now ealled, Ulomoenga), the principal 
town in the diKtrict of Aana. At the time of their 
approach, two brothers, To'o and Ata, chanced to 
be paddling their canoes in the channel between 
the reef and the shore, and before tliey could reach 
the land were atucked by a party of ~ 



Aft^r a valiant defence, Ata was overpowered and 
slain, while To'o narrowly escaped tbe same fate. 

Overwhelmed with sorrow at the loss of a bro- 
ther whom he tenderly loved, To'o retired to a 
neighbouring mountain, and burying himself in the 
darkest recesses of its forests, made them resound 
with his Mtter hunentstions. At length in his 
wanderings he came to the summit, where, stoop- 
ing down, be Bcoopi.d out with his hands a vast 
hollow, and, leaning over its brink, suffered his 
tears to fall in until it was filled. The lake thus 
formed has ever since borne the appellation of 
Lann-to'o, 

Tho regard of To'o for his brother's memoty 
was further evinced by his adoption of Ata*s name, 

conjoined to his own as his family title, and the 
appellation of Toouiata, a eontraction of To'o-mn- 
ata, is retained by his descendants, who are still 
ohteb of note in Upolu, and from whom the tradi* 
tion was derived. 

The lake of Lauto is rej^arded with supei-stitioug 
dread by the natives, who believe it to be tbe abode 
of the spkits, wbo^ bi former times, were regarded 
with great veneration, and worshipped. Those 
were supposed to inhabit the waters of the lake, in 
the shape of eels, as thick as a cocoa-nut tree, and 
two fathoms long. The attempt of our gcnUemen 
to explore it was looked upon as such a profanation 
that their native guides left them, and regarded 
them as persons doomed to accident if not to 
deatnietion. The eels were represented as so 
savajje atid fierce that they would bite a person's 
leg oft". No eel 8, however, nor any other fish, were 
seen in the lake. 

In the neishbourhood of the crater no rock was 
obaerved in the place, nor any light scoria. Only a 

few fragments of stoiu^ were scattered about. 

The cone of the crater of Lauto in Hatter than 
the others of the sanu' character that were visited, 
and particularly than that of Mount Tofua. This 
is the westernmost of them all, and lies behind 
Fasetootai. It rises so boldly, tliat it is seen dia- 
tiuetly from tbe sea. This, with all the other craters, 
are situated upon the central ridge, and the most 
conspicuous of those whieli remain, are Siusinga, 
which lies behind Sagaua and Faliata. 'Ibere is 
also one upon Mount Malata, in tbe rear of Fan- 
galoa, and anotlier on the sou them side of the 
island, near Salomana. 

In trav« i-«ing the island of Upohi, many dee p 
gorges were seen, in which there were waterfalls. 
One of these cascades was measured, and found to 
be seven hundred and fifty feet in height, so that 
the whole of tho water was diasipattd in spray 
bcfoi-e it reached the bottom. These glens are 
wild in the extreme, and beautiful, from the great 
variety and peculiar diameter of tbe foliage with 
which they are clothed. 

The south side of Upolu, like that of Tahiti, is 
much more luxuriant tmn the northern, which is 
owing to a like cause, namely, that it receives 
more moisture from the prevailing winda 

Tlie wild orange grows «>very where in great 

abundance and in some places U>e road was hte- 
rally strevrad with the fndt which here equals the 

cultivated variety in size. 

In pursuance of the resolution I had adopted, 
Captain Hudson set out on the 30th of October, 
with th(> 1)OHts of bis ship, fcHT the pufpoM of 
attempting tiic capture of Opotuno. Tbia noted 
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1 cliiuf of the neighbouring; island of Savnii, had, m 
i has been statt-d, committed sevoral murdei>^ ui I 
other outrages. Among other acts, he had taken 
poBsearion m two boats, sent on shore by the wbalo- 
ship William Ppim, Captain Swain, of Nantucket, 
killing the chief mate, aud the two boat-steerers. 
The third officer of the vessel was also wounded, 
and left for dead upon the beadi; Iwwaa, howevecv 
picked up by some females, who remored him to ft 
hut, wlu-ro, tlirougli tln' r ];:!! ] attentions, he re- 
covered. He did not, however, rejoin his ship, 
but remained for some time on the island. 

The most surprising part of the history of this 
transaction is, that Captain Toby, of the shi]> Swift, 
of New Bedford, afterwards ]>urchased these hoiit-n 
firmn Opotuno, elUiovgh he kitew thai chief had 
dyfaAied them by murderiog this ea{>ta!n's own 
eountryinon. 

Captain Hudiiou fell in with the Flying-Fish, on 
bie way to Savaii, and took her with him, to aid in 
carrying on the stratMem by which the watchful- 
ness and suspicions of the wary chief were to be 
lulled to rest. 

On their an-ival off the part of the inland where 
Opotono nsnally residai, they made fur the shore 
under pretence of surveying, and reached the 
village of Setipetea, which adjoins that where he 
dwells. We afterwards learned that no sooner 
had the boats got witliin tba reef, than he prepared 
for bis flight to the mountidns. The news « the 
cnpture of Tuva!, and the i r :i] ] 'aranoe Of boats 
fi-ou) a vessel (the Peacock) which bad passed 
about ten days before, aerred to put him on the 
alert. lie had, however, become so darin>^ tliat 
he did not at once fly, but awaited more dccideil 
itidications of hostihty; and when Captain Hudson, 
accompanied by only two men, passed through his 
irillagtt, liavinff left his boats only a mile distant, 
he entertained the intention of shooting him. lie 
had actually cocked his gun for this purpose, when 
one of hw followers advised him not to tire, as he 
would brmc great trouble on the ishmd if be shot 
a chief. When the boats' crews afterwards entered 
Ojiotuno's villat^e, tlie inhabitants .sliowed much 
alarm, but the chief was missing. It was therefore 
considered advisable to make no hostile demonstra- 
tions; as no good purpose cnnid have been cfTccted 
by following him to tlie nuiuutaius, where it would 
have l>een impossible to apprehend him. 

Tba boats therefore returned, and although with 
out aneoeeding in the main object of the expedition, 
something wa.sg ii:ii d in reviving his apprehensions 
of being captured. His village was not destroyed, 
because to do so would have been no injury to him, 
but only distressing to it-s poor inhabitants. He 
would have lauglied at the idea of his being 
punished by the burning of their liabitations, a.s it 
is said he did so when an attempt was made, 
during a previous cruise tit flia YiiiMnnes, by her 
commander, who visited his TiUsge, and bumed 
two or three of his houses. 

The impunity he has hitherto enjoyed has served 
to render htm audaciona, and it is not long since he 
put to death an American seaman, wholiad been 
left sick in his charge. 

Opotuno is detested by his brother chiefs, not 
only for bis aggressions upon foreigners, but on 
his countrymen also. Only a short time before 
our arrival, he seduced and carried off the wife of 
Vavasa. Thia act was oonsidefed so ontngeons, 



uid was so deeply resented, that we were informed 
a war wa.'fi only prevented by tJie near relationship 
of these two chiefs. The Sam nans regard with 
horror the idea of those connected by tua of eon- 
sanguinity fighting against each other. 

Opotuno is not only related to Vavasa, but is the 
adopted son of old Pea of Manouo, a connexion 
which was not without its effect in averting 
boetiUties. 

On the 4th of N ivcml r i\ a fono was held, ac- 
cording to tlie apponiiuieut made with Malietoa, 
in the fale-tele of Apia. AH the officers who could 
bo spared from the ships were ordered to attend. 
Old Pea, the cliicf of Ajda, seemed to bo tho 
ni.'o^tcr of ceremonies on tlie occasion. Clean mats 
were spread for tlie chiefs, and chairs and benches 
borrowed froin fltemisrionaries* houaea were placed 
for us, opposite to them. All the highest chiefs uf 
the " Malo" party were present, except Pea of 
' Manono, and two minor chiefs of Savaii. Malietoa 
; presided. His whole demeanour was dignified, 
I composed, and thoughtful. His pennnal appear- 
ance has already been spoken of, and tlic form of 
his head, his white hair, and dignified bearing, 
' ag^n reminded us of Genenl Jaelcson. He is 
sli^nder and fall, although somewhat Ijt nt by age. 
it was to be regretted that his dress was ill chosen, 
and rather detracted from the respect he would 
have inspired had he appsared in his native garb ; 
he wore pantaloons, a round jacket, and a pink 
and white striped cotton shirt. 

To<:>a, tlie nephew of Malietoa, who acted as 
spokesman, and whose countenance betokened the 
interest he felt in the business, attracted attention 
in tlic second degree. Then came Mole, the sou 
of Malietoa, Mah tau, their general, the most re- 
nowned leader in the war of Aana, and Tal-ma-le- 
lagi, Malietoa's brother. There were also preeent 
a number of chiefs of less distir rtim, nm whom 
was old Pea of Apia ; although he \Nas compelled 
to take his place, yet he did not fail to be CQll-' 
8picuous, not merely by his personal appeaianosj, 
but by his officiousncss. 

The proceedings wre c< inliuited with great 
ceremony, but there was a marked difference be- 
tween this fono and tiie solemnity of oar Indian 
councils. The Samoan assembly appeared more 
quiescent, tlie proceedings exhibit^ mure re- 
finrmcnt, and the costonDa partook of an Asiatic 
character. 

In all such meetings a rigid ordw of preeed«ice, 

that seems well understood by every one, is esta- 
blished ; all conversation is carried on in a whisper ; 
no one is seen standing in the presence of a supe- 
rior, and sitting with outstretched legs is considered 
indecorous. Articles were never passed over a 
person, and no native cvBV vmtnrsd to oona III 
contact with a chief. 

The backfrmnid en tiie ride of the natives was 
filled up ^th inhabitants from diffsniit parts of 
the island. 

On the opposite side of the boilding, the olBcecs 
of the squadron and the missionaries formed a nn- 
menus group. Among the latter was our friend Mr. 
Williams and his son, w hom I had appointed to act 
as consul until the pleasure of the government of 
the United States was known, and whom it was in< 
teuded to prpsent in this capacity to the meeting, 
in order that he might be recognized formally by 
tlic chieb; Messrs. Heath, Milla, and Wilson wsm 
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«lao pMsent ; mi Mr. Heath, who was believed to 
be Met aoquunted with tlie Samcan language, was 

!;ind rnough to cfTiciate as our iuterpretei*. 

The object I had ia view in requesting the fono 
to be called, was to procure the formal anaictineiit 
of laws and regulations which might secure to our 
whale-ships a certainty of protection and security, 
and at the same time to prevent iiiipositiuns being 
praotiaed by them upon the native g«iverumeuty of 
wbi^ Mbaa been stated, enmphiink had been 
made. To the breach of these laws it was intended 
that the penalty of a hue should be attached, in 
order to secure obe^UmiMse to them. 

The meeting betneorganized, I in the first pUco 
presented Mr. John Williams, as the consul of the 
United Stat h. v1i ni the chiefii recognized snell 
with gri'at uilUugacBs and aatiafactiou. 

We then entered upon the dtBcassion of the pro- 
posc'd rogulatiotis, which were ailopted in a form 
which pruiuises to bo mutually beneficial, being 
highly advantageous to them, and at the same time 
inauring a certainty of security to Ameiieaii vessels 
that may visit tiie islands theycoald not before enjoy. 

One of the articles referred to the redress of in- 
jui-ies committed by the natives, and provided for 
the punishment of thoea who had been guilty of 
crime, by them up. 

Wishin;^ to rid these iiiland» of a pest both to na- 
tives and foreigners, I now, as authorized by tlie 
spirit of this article;, made a demand for the mur- 
derer Opotuno, and stated ihat a ooropliauoe with 
this would settle all disputes between us. This de- 
maud produced a great sensation among the chiefs, 
and much exeitement prevailed in tiie meeting. 
MUietoa, in reply to It, expressed himself strongly 
in detestation of the character of Opotuno, and 
stated that his capture by us would give him satis- 
faction, but argued that the reguhvtioos now en- 
acted eoiild not apply to his past misdeeds, and 
that ho wonld only come within its operatinn should 
he be again guilty of like crimes. He in^ short 
pleaded tiMt UM hnr eoold have no «r jNMf fitcto 
bearing. 

He next argned, that the inevitable eonseqnenee 

of any attempt on tlieir part to seize Opotuno, 
would be to involve the whole group in a civil war, 
Ibr he was not only a powerfm eluaf himself, but 
connected with others stitl more so ; and that u 
civil war vam that which he most desired to avoid. 
He however went on to say, that so far as he was 
coneemed, no opposition would be made to. any 
steps on our part to aeonre one whom thsgr knew to 
be guilty of gn^ Ottlngea ; bat Iw eoold not in any 
way a.sfiist. 

In conehisinn, he Stated that the islands had, 
until within the few years that had elapsed since 
he obtained the command, been tlie seat of con- 
tinual wars ; that they were now aware of the 
advantages of peace, and had a just sense of the 
baMfliadieyineoasequenee enjoyed ; and declared 
that he shfmid do all in his power to preserve the 
blessings of peace, and maintain the unwonted 
state of prosperity. For these blesmnga be sh- 
cribed high acknowledgments to the misrionaries, 
saying that he hoped the Samoan people would in 
due time profit by the lessons taught them, and 
adopt all the improvements of the Papalansia> 

Wew persons have ever inspired me wiWi more 
respect than this ol<l chief, and his sentiments were 
delivered by Tt)oa in an impressive manner. 



It was not my object to drive them to extremities, 
or to press tor an instant deetsion. T also wished 

to give theni time to reflect u)>on and eanvas-s the 
regulations just adopted, and perceived tltat they 
began to be fatigued with the length of the con- 
ference. I therefore proposed that before they 
jyave me a tinal answer in relation to Opotuno, 
tiiey should take time for consideration and re- 
flection, for which purpose I suflKested tliat the 
meeting sliould be adjourned miw ib» next day, 
which was accordingly done. 

On the 5th Novejuber we again met, whtu tlie 
arguments urged the day bcMse were a seo>>nd 
time brought forward, and the necessity of their 
taking measures that should effectually prevent 
outrages upon the persons and deprediitiona on the 
property of white men, strongly set before them. 
They met these arguments with complaints against 
the white men who h;id come to the islands or been 
left upon them, saying that many of ihem were 
bad fellows, and had caused much trouble. 1 at 
once told them that if they would bring these tur- 
bulent persons to me, I would take them away 
from tlie islaii l^, and that the laws they had now 
assented to, were such as would seCUTC tiieir punish- 
ment for any future offences. 

In this state of the proceeding we were favoured 
with a set speech from the official orator of Ma- 
lietoa, an old blind chief, who stood up, supporting 
himself by leaning with both hands upon a long 
stick. In this attitude he poured fcrth such a 
torrent of words as few of us had ever before 
heard; and if eloquence be composed of eloctUion 
and a ready flow of language, he was fully entitled 
to the praise of possessing it. 

As we learned firom the translation of this 
speech, its object was to urge th(f necessity of 
going to war, in order to secure tlie murderer, 
Opotuno, for the purpose nt delivering him up. 
This, however, was intended oidy for efiect; for 
these, as we well knew, were nut the real senti- 
ments entertained by Malietoa. 

This speech was made up of short and distinct 
sentences, was spoken in aloud voice, and con< 
tained many re]>etitiiins. 

However conti-ary this speech may have been to 
the cool determination of Malietoa, it seemed to 
meet the popular feeling; and there is no saying 
what might have been tlie consequence, had not 
the missionaries contrived to check the outburst. 
It was now proposed that tlie fono should receive 
and publish a doemnen^ offering a large reward 
for the seizure and delivery of Opnttmo, dead or 
alive. This pr.>p>8iiiou was a new source of ex- 
citement, and old Malietoa exclaimed with em- 
phasis. Give me the paper 1 — I will put it upon 
my house, where all the world shall see it." 

A copy was then nailed on the pillars of the 
council-house, which Pea was made responsible 
for, and Others were prepared and distributed to 

the sevcml chiefs. 

The meeting was then dissolved, and ever}' one 
present evinced the greatest satisfaction that the 
whole of the business before it had been coneluded 
in so satisfactory a manner. 

The island of Upolu is divided info three districts, 
viz. Atua, Tua-Masanga, and Aann. Each of these 
was formerly governed a sepamte and inde- 
pendent chiff, styled Tui. Atua oceii|iirs the 
eastern end of the island, whieii extends ;lh t ;r 
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OH the tuwn ui Utuli ; Tua-Musaiiga i» iliu middle 
division, aud includes the towns of Siuma and 
Ssfata, on the southern shore; Aaua U«»w«fltof 
this, and com prist's the remainder of the wland. 
The first of these district-s is of the greatt st extont, 
the second is at present the most powerful, and 
the third is the most lertilo* The union of these 
districts iiMtl r one (▼(■iipml governmrnt, in which 
the island oi bavaii is also included, ih a lute evtut. 
Previous to 1^0, this island had suffered frum 
the asnrpataoii of a chief of Manooo^ calkd Twna- 
fago, una » grest tyrant, hut who had eun- 
tiMved to cause his person to be considi red ns 
sacred, and to impress on his countrymen th>' idea 
that it would be sacrilege to disobey, hurt, or even 
to touch him. After the coiirjuest of a rival dis- 
trict in tjavaii, he assumed the style of king of that 
island, " O k> Tujui o Savaii," a title which MaUetoa 
aow enjoya, but without deriving it any power. 

TsinaJSiigo not only ruled SavftH with royal and 
divine attributes, but obtained a coni})lete !is- 
eoidancy over Upotu, where he compelled all to 
give up their property to hint, xad to yidd the 
women of all classes to his desires. 

Finally, his tyraimy and excesses exceeded the 
bnunda of patience, nn<l the (people of Aana rose 
against him, conquered, and put him to deatli. 
non tliia arose the war of Aaoa^ whieh will be 
again spoken of; for the eliirf<4 of the other islands 
considered themselves bound to avenge the death 
of Tanoaftigo, The people of the Other districts of 
Upolu were not ontted ia the aupport of thehr 
neighbours of Aana, who had made themselves 
almost iinlversally odious by their liaughty bearing. 
The war was a bloody one, and resulted, after a 
continuance of two or tliree years, in the entire 
defeat of the people of Aana, oy th' Mannno, 
who expelled them from their district, and furbadu 
their return to it on pain of death. 

This fertile region remained entirely unoecupied 
nnUI the arrival of the miasioDarieB; but when the 
Cliristian influences of their preaching began to be 
felt, the decree that condemned Aana to solitude 
was annulled, and the few of its former inhabitants 
who had escaped slaughter, weffe permitted to 
return to their ancient homes. 

The island of ALinono, whose inhabitants e\(;rted 
such an influence in the cioeiug scenes in the war 
of Aana^ is situated wltMn the asa^reef of Upolu. 
It contains eleven hundred inhabitants, and is the 
residence of the chief I'ea, who must be distin- 
gvidied from the inferior personage of the same 
name who residef^ at Apia. This island is covered 
with forests thn)ugliouC its whole extent ; its cir- 
cumference is about four miles ; and it is the 
station of one of the Englisli misaionaries. 

In spite of its small extent and scanty population, 
Mnnono is identified with the political history of 
sli the other islands of the gi'oup ; for, during the 
reiguH of the two Tamafagos, it held supremacy 
over them. The reason of its acquiring and ex- 
enasiog this poUtieal supremaey, is principally to 
be ascribed to tlie powjessioii li\ itn inhabitants of 
the small island of Apolima, <v^ hich tliey used as 
tfieir**olo" or citadel. To thi« retreat, inaccessible 
except at a single point, the inhabitants of Manono 
were in the habit of retiring when pressed by too 
power&l an enemy, and when his rage had spent 
Itself, tbqr thence returucd to their home with un- 
dhniaidied nwnben. 



This natural fortresi<i lies between Manouo and 
Savaii, and soundings extend to it both from the 
ahoree of Upolu and Savaii. The oorai reef 
attached to it is but small. 

Apolinirt, n the most cursory examination, is 
evidently tiie crater of an extinct volcano. Per- 
peodienkr ^ittt rise from the sea around its whole 
circuit, except at a single point on itn northern 
side. Here the lip of the crater is broken down, 
and admits the water of the sea into a suiall bay, 
whieh affords a safe harbour for boats. The en- 
trance to tliis is so narrow as to admit no more 
than one Isoat at a time, and is d ii l-' rnw whenever 
there is any surf. It may, therefore, be easily 
defended. There is only one other point on the 
island where it if j f '^iWle to effect a lailding, 
namely, at a small heiglit to the westward of the 
bay, and here it can only be done when the water 
is perfectly smooth. But an enemy landing here 
would have made no pn egress, for befioM the 
interior can be ri ju Im I from this point, the steep 
aud precipitouH rocks remain to be climbed. 

The liighest point of Apolima is on its south side, 
where it is four hundred and seventy- two feet 
above the sea. The perpendicular cliffs which 
face the sea are of course hare of vegetation; but 
with this exception the whole surface is covered 
with eoectty brsad-fhvit, and other trees, or with 
plantations of taro, yams, &c. 

In the centre of the ishtn 1 is a village of about 
twenty houses^ and the permanent population eall> 
sists of no more than about seventy-five persons. 
The people are evidently jealous of the maiden 
reputation of their natui-al fortress, and showed 
much ctmoem when we visited it, which the women 
even manifested by shedding tears. 

While we were engaged nt Tntuila and Upolu, 
the survey of the island uf havaii was performed 
by Lieutenant- Conunaudant Binggold, in the Por- 
poise, it has already bem mentioned that thb 
vessel had been detached for that purpose, and 
'l.ri'i Dr. Pickerin;;, from the Yinccnnes, had gone 
in tier. The brig first touched at Sapapale, the 
residence of the Rev. Mr. Hardie, who gave them 
a cordial welcome, althovgh mUCh SOVpriBed St flO 
unusual iiii airival. 

Many of the natives collected to view the white 
men, of whom so many had never been seen 
together on the island. In thrir remarks, they, 
among other thin^ praised our people for their 
beauty. , 

Dr. Pickering and Lieutenant Manr}- were landed 
here, to remain upon the island while the brig was 
employed in surveying it; the former to examine 
its ppiductions, the latter to observe the tides. 
Mr. Hardie kindly afforded them accommodations 
in a new honse he had just been ereeling. 

T.ieutenant-Commandant Ringgold, after landing 
Dr. Pickering and Lieutenant Maury at Sapapalo, 
proceeded around the island for tlie purpose of 
surveying it. He began with the emmmntion of 
tlie large bay of Paluade, near the eastern point of 
the island. Here there is a missionary station, 
under the superintendence of Mr. lI'Dunald, who 
had resided there for about six months^ with his 
wife and childi*en. The natives are peaceable, but 
are deecribcd aa iuquiaitive and rude. The village 
in prettily situated, and is nppruftehed timmgh a 
boat-passage in the reef. 

The tottth side of the island wna foond mdcy and 
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iron-bound, with a hmry «arf bxeakine on it. To- 
vnuds the weetern end of the isbmd, the roelw 

around the poiufs wf i,. ■.ytn-u into cavitlt s. ■ui-l the 
sea rolling into them produced innumeralilc spuuts 
of water. 

Near tlie north-western point of Savaii is the 
large and beautiful village of Felialupo, with a 
snu^ little cove for boats. Thia place its under tlie 
cliai'ge of a Tonga missionary. The natives were 
fMendly, and disposed to exefaange tb«ir pooltry 
and fruit, for tools, cloth, &c. 

The next inlet on tlie north side, wm that of 
Asau. This WM npposed to be the only place 
where there ww my probab^ty of finding a har- 
bour« Bnt the hope of such dnoovery was fhis- 
trated, for there ia only a small and shallow en- 
trance through the reeif, and within the reef the 
shore forms an extensive ^t. 

Procecdiii'j: on the survey, the brig arrived off 
the nortli point ol the island, and reached the bay 
of Mataatua, which was examined, and found to 
afford a good aucfaotaga The brig was ancboi'ed 
faere^ and the harbour surveyed. This is the only 

harbour in the island w li rr .i vessel can aiiclntr 
with safety, and here suppheB of h*jg», poultry, aud 
vegetables, may 1m had in abundance ; wood and 
water are also easily obtained, the latter from 
copious springs near the beach. 

A great dilference in form, jdiysiognomy, and 
manners, from those of the adjacent villages, was 
obaerred here, as well as a ehange in the character 
of many articles of manufacture. The wur-clnbs 
and spears were of uncommon form, and neatly 
made. 

This bay is suiToanded by a white eoral beach. 
The natives appeared faarmlcss, but nanilBSted 

great euriu^ity. The women are mOie gXMefttUy 
formed than at the other islands. 

The native missionaries appeai-ed to exercise 
much influence over thera, having put a StC^ to 
many of their former evil practices. 

On the 34th, the brig again arrived off Sapapale, 
after an absenee of nine days. Here Uiey wei-e 
joined by Dr. Weltering, and Lieutenant Sfaury, 
and found the old chief Malietoa and his. »im Mole, 
who were extremely courteous. On the former 
being presented with some articles, ho fenutrlted, 
that " our pcopeirty WM vsiy good, but our good- 
will better." 

Dr. Pickering en<^a;,'ed natives to accompany 
him into the interior, and to visit the Mu or burnt 
district. Preparakioiis for the journey were made in 
advance, and among other things, it was stipulated 
that there should be only two meals a day, — one 
early in the mondng, aM another in the evening. 
Tlie first day, however, was to form an exception. 

Mr. Uardie accompanied the party for a few 
miles, and they soon after their departure nu t a 
native who was styled the Lord of the Forest." 
Tlie perty were desirous that this man should ac- 
erimj rtny them, for his appearance promised more 
than that of the othera, and it seemed it was neces- 
sary to obtain his permission before they could 
enter Uie forest. In times of scarcity, bis domains 
beeome of great value, in eonsequenee of the quan- 
tity of wild yams they yi> Id. This person agreed to 
accompany them, and they proceeded along a good 
pat!) through cultivated grounds of taro, dractena, 
&c. Mr. Hardie, before leaving the party, endea- 
voured to make the natives understand toe nature 



of ]>r. Pickeruig's erraud ; the latter was unable 
to make bimse^ understood by them. They had 

not procee l 1 f.u ! [ ; . they came to an unin- 
habited house, vhere tlie natives stopped for tiie 
purpose of preparing dinner, the cooking of whtdl 
occupied three horn's! The day was in consequence 
well advanced before they again started, and at 
abiiut 4 p. M. they i-eachcd an open shed, about two 
miles from tlie last stopping-place, where the na- 
tives eonduded to halt fbr the niirltt. The occu- 
pantfl, who consisted of two elderly women and a 
young man, were dispossessed, and the shed was 
enclosed by hanging up leaves of the heliconia, 
which resemble those of the banana. They then 
prepared some excellent cocoa-nut pudding, and 
heated some cocoa-nut milk in the t-hells. Tliia 
beverage is usually taken by them every morning 
and evening ; tile natives all saying grace before 
their meal, and prayers before they went to re«t. 
It was late the next muriung before Dr. Pickering 
could get the party in motion, and pursuing their 
route, they soon oveitowk the Lord of the Forest, 
who had preceded them, and was employed in 
cutting a path through the woods, although that 
ali'eady made might have been easily passed 
through. No inducement could make them change 
their porpose, and they continued to work at their 
turnpike, lopping oiT large branches, beating down 
ferns, &c. After some time, tlicy reached a rising 
ground, which they found to be on one side uf a 
crater, about a tltousaiid feet alwve the sea, and 
seven miles inland. 

Dr. rickeiing now concluded that itwtisa hope- 
less task to attempt to penetrate into the interior 
with such guides, and determined to return, which 
he accordingly did. He found the rest of his party 
a mile In advance of their previi,us eiieam[)nu!nt, 
where they had built for themselves a tine house, 
and each man had collected iwo large baskets of 
yams for provbionn. This was their stoppinu'- 
place for the night, aud among other cares for tlic 
doctor's comfort, they constructed f(n- him a 
native pillow, formed of a piece of bamboo, with 
legs lashed to it abuut three indies high. 

The natives were in high spirits during the 
evening, talking aud laughing immoderately. They 
succeeded in getting off by nine <^etodt the next 
day, and reached the coast about noon. 

During the stay uf Dr. Pickering and Lieutenant 
Maury on this island, they were objects of great 
curiosity; and whenever they walked out they were 
followed, not only by boys, but grown men, who 
did not, however, offer to molest them in any wny. 
When they paiittcd through the villages, all the 
uibabitants, not excepting the scholars from the 
schools, came out to loMt at them. The latter, 
however, did not abandon their books, but retained 
them in their hands; for all, whether young, mid- 
dle-aged, or old, are anxious to learn, and their 
perseverance, as in other parts of tlie group, fis 
abtonisbing. 

Dr. Pickering here witnessed the taking of fish 
in a different mode fiYmi that practised on the other 
islands. Application was made to the chief, and 
through his influenee a meeting uf the head men 
of the town was called, im i i fishing expedition 
agreed upon. The net, if u euuld be bo called, was 
prepared, and in the course of two days every thing 
was ready. The net was a kind of ohevaux-de-frisi-, 
made ef the leaves of tiie eoGoa>-nut tn^e, split and 



I 



Digitized by Google 



m DeMilpiloB«rtoTall. SAHOAN 



wouad roood a Hue, aud was little li^ Uiaii half 
a mile in length. It wau ux-i-o finmidkble in 
appearance than in reality. Thia net was taken 
out at high water to tlie coral reef, in three pieces, 
then fastened together, and thus niaJ. to < ix ica 
laijge extent of water. This space was gradually 
contracted by doubling up the net, whidi antwered 
tbe same purpose as tite drawing of>a seine. The 
Ash did ni)t attempt to pass it, and were thus driven 
towards a cirtiiin p<»iut, where a sort of sack of 
matting had been placed for thera to enter. Ae the 
fish were gradually enclosed by the mat, and the 
tide fell, the scene became an animated une. Men, 
women, and bo^-s, to the number of two or three 
hundred, were eagerly engajjied in picking up or 
catching the stragglers ab they were seen leaping 
up ; the whulti aiea, seemed alive with fish, jump- 
ing in every direction, some over the heads of the 
natives^ and thus escaping, while others leaped into 
bsad-nete. About a ennoe-kad was eaught, com- 
pnsing thirty difTerent kinds of fish, some of which 
were six or eight pounds in weight, but the majority 
were amtler. The haul was considered mi mwne- 
eeseful one, which was attributed to soma Buson- 
derstanding and mismanagement among tbanatiTes, 
by which a large stone f^ on the nety and allowed 
many of the fish to escape. 

Savaii ie the most western island of the Samoan 
Group, and is also the largest, being forty miles in 
length and twenty in breadth. It is not, however, 
as populous, or as important, as several of the 
others. It differs from any of the others in its 
appearance, for its shore Is low, and the ascent 
then.- ► to the centre is crru^iiril, f xcrpt where the 
cones of a few extinct craters are seen. In the 
middle of the island a peak rises, which is almost 
continually enveloped in clouds, and is the highest 
land in the group. On account of these clouds, 
angk's eould not be taken for dcteimining its 
height accurately, but it certainly oxoeeds ibor 
thonssnd feet. 

Tlie interior of the island is rarely entered, even 
by natives, and has never been penetrated by 
strangers. The only settlements are upon the 
shore, along which the natiree always journey, and 
there are no paths aeroes it. 

Another marked difference between Savail and 
Uie other large islands, is tlte want of any perma- 
nent streams, — a circumstance which may be 
explained, notwithstanding the frequency 4^ rain, 
by the porous nature of the rock (vesicular lava) of 
which it is cliiefly comi>osed. Water, however, 
gushes out near the shore in copious springs, and 
when heavy and continual have occurred, 
streams are formed in the ravines, but thcw SOOD 
(ii-sappear after the rains have ceased. 

The coral reef attached to this island is inter- 
rupted to the south and weat^ where the aurf heats 
full upon the rocky shore. There are^ ki eonae- 
qneoee, but km phwea where boata caa bad, and 



only one harbour for ships, that of Mataatua ; even 
this is unsafe from November to Pebfuaxyj when 
the nor ^-westerly gales prevail* 

The soil is fertile, and was compoaad ill every 
part of the island that was visited, of decomposod 
volcanic XMck and vegetable mould. 

The Poqwiae, havuig taken Dr. Pickering and 
Lieutenant Matiry again on board, set sail for Tu- 
tuilit, for the purpose of joining tlie Vincenm .s, and 
beat to windward along the south side of Upolu. 
During this passage many of the crew became sick, 
which rendered it neceesary to stop for a few days 
at Pago-pago, in order to recruit them. Here 
ihey all spe&dily recovered, except one nian, named 
David Blodget, wfao died . T he disorder waa ittri* 
buted to the dampncsa of the vessel. 

The delay in the arrival of the Porpoise at Apia 
caused mo to send the Flying-Fish to Tutnday 
whenee they both returned to Apia. 

Fravhms to sailing, at the pressing instance of the 
chiefs, T r,r !. red the marines and small-arm nicu 
of the s ,[uadrou, in all about one hundred and titty, 
to be sent on diore, with their music, for exercise. 
They had been well drilled to act on shore should 
oocarion require, and were provided fur the oeca> 
sion with blank cartridges. The natives from far 
and near were collected to witness the review, and 
few scenes that occurred during the voyage were 
as amusing as this. The old and young were 
equally delighted, and it was ludicrous to see tliem 
endeavouring to imitate the soldiers in their marches 
and countermarchea. They were not satis^d un- 
less the dnnnmers were oonalantly beating and 
were particularly delighted with the bass-drum. 
The firing occasioned some alarm at iirst, but when 
they saw it did no harm, they became r a c oa e ikd to 
it, alttioogh even to tlie last they would WOmgW off 
to a distance at each discharge. 

During our stay in this gi*oup, we experienced 
two slight shocks of earthquakes ; their occurrence 
here is not unusual, but there is no account of any 
damage hnvinj]^ been done. Their motion Is gene- 
rally ireuiulous au<i horizontal ; one, however, has 
been experienced of a wavy description. They are 
said by the foreigneca often to produce the senaar 
tion or seasickness. 

On the 10th f N vember the whole squadnaj 
was assembled in the harbour of Apia, after having 
been actively engaged since the 8th of October in 
examining the diiferent islands, and maldng sur- 
veys of tlieir coasts and harbours, &c. This work 
was al! expeditiou>^ly and well done, with the ex- 
ception of the Boutli side of tlie island of Upolu, 
which was hnp«rfeet ht some reapeets ; it was con* 
sequently re-surveyed in tlie following year, and 
the charts finished. Besides the surveys, full scries 
of experiments were made in magnetism, and ex- 
tensive collcctiuna obtained in natural history, 
botany, &c., the iahnda bdng tamtaed by parties 
in several directkna for this puxpoae. 
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Donrira the Umo that the aqiiadniii mnained in the 

Sainoaii Group, nil t)ie islands of which it is made 
up were visited ; nut only were tlie examiimtiuns, 
•poken of in the two preceding dU4>t«r8, made, bnt 
thoir abores wan nuuttt«4y niweyed by boata ; the 
HMteorologieal imtramenta were duly registered ; 
astronomic and ninmiotic observations made, and a 
full record of the tides kept. We have thus obtained 
ft large amount of information, which will be more 
easily intelligible in a 001111011=1! f vrvn, togetlifr 
with a great nutnber of facts in n-lation to the 
aboriginal population, which may bo made more 
intweating when applied to give A genecBl Tiew of 
the hmbits, character, and state of ciTfliation 
Bmcnf» the natives, tli.ni If iispersed in isolated 
remarks in the accounts ol the separate tours in 
wliich it was obtained. 

The group lies between the latitudes of 13^ 30' 
and 14" S., and the longitudes of 108' and W^" 
W. Tiie islands, as lias been seen, agree in ibe 
general character of being of volcaaie atructure, 
and having coral reefe ; dUTering, however, in the 
modifications of these formations, which have been 
from time to time described. The harbours are 
neoally sitti&ted within the reeft, but Tutuila Is an 
eseeptioii to thia rule, by the po— wion of the deep 
land-lodced twain of Pago pago. Tbia ia, of all the 
porta, the one best adapted for the refitting of ves- 
sels ; but Apia, in Upolu, in the latitude of 13° 4^ 
56* 6 " S., and hxigitude 171" 41' 9'' W., is not ao 
diflicult of opress, and in consequence of its prox- 
imity to the fertile district of Aaoia, the roost con- 
venient for veu»cls seeking onljr a tWDBposai^ an- 
chorage and refreshment. 

The ajpproaeh to Pago-pago, and the other haiv 
bonrs of the Samoan islea, is not difficult ; and 
aa the soundings extend in some places for a dis- 
tance beyond the reefajTOMda may drop an an«dior 
in case of neoeaaity. 

The flood tide amon^^ these islands aels to tiie 
westward ; beyond Its nifluence, on the southern 
side of the islands, a current generally prevails to 
the eastward, whUe it mna weatwwd on their 
northnm side. Vessels, therefore, when beating 
to windward, would tind it to their advantage to 
keap on the aonthem aide of the giwip, where 



there Is not only a ftvonxaUa enftanft, bni wheie 
the winds would halbttBd BMn Ngdar, and eafana 

less frequent. 

Tidal observationa were made contemporaneously 
at Tutuila, Upolu, and Savali ; tliese sliow a regular 
difference of one hour in the tidal wave between 
Tutuila and Upolo; the tide at Savaii u] |> rn s fi nn 
the record to have been more irrogular ih&n at the 
other islanda, whidi may in part be attributed to 
the f\tent of the reef, but I also fear that there 
may iiavu been a want of due attention to the 
observations. 

The climate of these islands may l>e termed 
variable, and there is much bad weather, particu- 
larly during tlie winter months, when long and 
heavy raius, attended at times with high winds 
and northerly gales, are frequent. Destructive 
hurricanes also occur, and of these one is still 
recollected which blew down the bread-fruit trees, 
and destroyed many of the houses. 

The air ia more muist than that of the Society 
fshuids, and the vegetation in eonseqasoee more 
luxuriant. Thunder and liglitning are often ex- 
perienced, but during the summer months Ught 
winds and eafana are the prevaiUiig oharaelna of 
the elioiate. 

Some of oor gentlemen made the mmark, that to 

juil>;e from the time at wliieli t!ie bread-fruit was 
galiitired, there must be a great difference bet>v eeu 
tho seasons of this Island and Tahiti ; for when we 
arrived at Tutuila, that product was ripe and in 
abundance, although when we left Tahiti, only a 
few days before, it was unripe and not to be had. 
The same remark waa made in relation to the 
vi-apple (spoodiaa duleia). Bat, by comparing the 
voyages of Cook and Wallia, it would appear that 
the tune of the year at which the bread-fruit m in 
season at Tahiti is not constant, for both these 
navigatora found it in perfection, although they 
visited that island in dilferent months. If there 
be ft difTeroncc between the time of the ripening 
of the bread-fruit in the Society Islands and this 
gronp^ the greater moisture and higher mean 
temperatniw of tiie Samoan dimate will neeonnt 
for it. 

The ialnnds of the Samoan Groop eontahi one 
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tboumid «ix baudred and fifty square miles, which 
we ^vided as fottowi, vii.: 



8«Tali 
Upolu 
Tutuila . 
Manono . 
Apoliina 
Ifauua . 

Ofbo 



7on 

66U 
SiO 

» 
1 

IM 
t4 
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Tiie stjil uf all the i&knds is rich, aud arises 
clik-fly from tlie decomixiaition of volcanic rocks. 
At Tutuila, it was xemariied that the vegetation 
was Inxnriant, and the trees of Uirge growth. At 
Upolu the forest'^ set-ined more sombre ihxw tlio^e 
of Br^il, although the siimc kind of growth ap- 
peared to prevail. 

The trees do not hrnnch out until near the top, 
which renders it difHeult to obtain botanical speci- 
mens. Tho trunks aro covered, and even the sum- 
mita of the trees sometimes overgrown, with the 
kares of the aeandmit flim|ellari« (freyeinetia), a 
climbinpf piper, and other vines, as Imyas, convol- 
vulus, 6Lii. The lower part of tiie u-uiik^ ai-e 
ODToloped with ferns, of which there are mjiiiy 
varieties, and witii some speeics of pothos, whicit 
gjvo the whole ground a matted or woven appear- 
ance. 

The woodii in the interior of the islands are very 
thiek, and often oooipoeed of large and fine trees ; 
among them are, trec-fernB, a species of banyan, 
pandanus, and several species of palms. Among 
other phints i\ species of cerbera was observed, 
with beautiful clusters of large aad odorous white 
iloweis, whieh yielded a- quantity of white vfawous 
sap, that our hotAnint, Mr. Rich, thoiie:lit might be 
manufactured iutu caoutchouc On the whole, the 
species of trees are much mere DMUMflOUS than at 
Tahiti, and tiie Togetation in e ons e q ns n ee riolier 
and more varied. Tiie woods, however, are not 
enlivened by showy flowers, and the few of fbese 
that are seen are of a white or grayish hue, which 
is to be SHcrtbed to their l>eing but little exposed to 
the rays of the sun, in consequence of the umbra- 
geous foliage. Many of the flowers seen on the 
grouti 1 s re unknown to ow botanist, as were 
several fruitjS. 

Among the trees whieb have been named, that 
V lii Ir struck us as most remarkable was the species 
ot banyan (ficus religiosa), called in these islands 
ohwa. Some of these were seen, whose pendant 
Inaacbee had taken root in the ground to tite num- 
ber of thonsands, forming stems from an inch to 
two feet in diameter, uniting in the main trunk 
more than eighty feet above the ground, and sup- 
porting a vast system of horizontal branches, 
spread hig like an nmbrelia over the tope of the 
other trees. 

The brend-fruit is (ho most abundant of all the 
trees, and grows here to a large size ; the vi-apple, 
the coooa^nut, and the wild orange are also found 
in f^reat immbers; ami at Tutuila a larpje lime-tree 
wa.s seen iu full bearing, wiiii b was ttuid to Imvo 
been planted before the arrival of the missionaries. 

Among the most singular of the v^etable pro- 
duetions is the stinging tree, of which the natives 
are much afraid ; for if its leaves be touched an 
eruption is produced, particubrly if the skin be 
wet. Its leaf is cordate, but quite SDNOtb* 

The arboresoent ferns am not M-nuuiesons as at 



Tahiti, but grow to a faurger die. The palms give 
a chai-acter of luxuriance to the roimtry, from the 
variety of their foliage. Rattans ninety feet in 
length were seen running over llw trees. 

Bamboos and the wild snffsrH»no were very 
common ; the hitter is used m thatching hovsee : 
the wild ginj^er also abounds. 

Of tlie wild nutmeg froyristici), two Hpecies 
were seen, whieh are smaU trees, and likely to be 
pn^^-^pd withntit notice, were it not for the peculiar 
luauiier iu which brauche» grow out of tlie trunk, 
whicit is in whirls, at regular intervals, like the 
wiiite pine (pmua strubus) of our Northern States. 

It was remarked that me eharaeter of the vege- 
tation approached more nearly to that of the Eaf^t 
Indies than of the Society Islands, and the leatlesa 
acacias were the type of tbooe we afterwards saw in 
New Holland ; bilk there are some pbmta whi«h 
appear peculiar to these islands. 

Many of the trees we have named, as well as 
other plants, are objects of euitivution ; but the 
ground cleared for ttiis purpose does not extend 
(ar from the coMla, near which all the Vilkgss are 
situated. 

To clear the land, the bark is burnt off thu 
tree^ after which they are permitted to stand 
until they become dry, when they are cut down and 

u.sf (1 aH fuel. 

The cultivated plants and trees are bre&d-fnut(of 
which they have twenty varieties),caeoa>nut, ti (dra- 
uenaV bananas, taro, pnper-mulberry, tacca, from 
which arrow-root is made, and of which they have 
<sev( rul sorts ; sugar-cane, which is not made into 
sugar, but used onlv for thatching ; coffee, ava, 
(piper mythistienm), sweet-potato, pine-apple 
(anana), brought by the missionaries from the 
So<*iety If^lands, yams, the papaya, .and tubacco in 
small quantities. The agave has not been intro- 
duced; but in a few yean lemons and sweet 
oranges will be prodneea in great quantities from 
trees which have recently Iteen planted. 

To the cultivation of the tacca they pay little 
attention, yet the quality of the feeula (arrow-root) 
made from it is said to be superior. 

The missionaries aie endeavouring to teach the 
natives the best mode of cultivating the sn;;ar-cane 
and manufacturing it, and it is said that a few 
persons have adopted the new n»ethods. At pre- 
sent they find a s\ihstllute for sufjar in the root of 
the ti plant, which is baked in ovens, and fields a 
large quantity of saoeharine juice resembluig mo- 
lasses. 

Great attention is paid to the cultivation of the 

yam. They are j.lanted in October, and arc ripe 
in Februiiry and March. The vines run up the 
treee, and when they die, the root is known to 
be ripe. To plant them, they are cut, like the 
potato, into pieces containing ttfei, ■which are laid 
in heaps and covered up until the sprout appears. 
The pieces are (hen set out at distances uf about 
three feet from each other. 

Hearing that there were som<» extensive savan- 
itas in Upolu, over-grown with the wild sugar-cane, 
I directed Assistant-Surgeon Whittle and Mr. 
Couthouy to proceed to the east end of the island, 
where they were said to grow. They, however, 
saw )u>thiug of the kind except « few smaU patdies 
of that plant. 

There are no traces antung these idsads ef any 
native qoadrtt|ied, nor any outer of the ; 
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' except a spedfls of Imt (ptei-opos infleoilis), which 
I is very destructive to the bread-fruit. Swuio liave 
i now become abuodaat, and the missionaries have 
} introduced csttle, wUch are rapidly inereuing, 
j and will in a few years bo in sufficit tit numbers 
' for thu supply of vessels, iioraes Lave uEso been 
I brought to the isUods*. 

TIm Unt kurge qtwdrvped ever eeen by tiieee 
nienders was a miue. With it thejr were nmch 
I astoiii 1r !, and it was considered so great a 
' curioaity that it was c uTittl around the island of 
Up<jlu fur the piu'iMisc of gnuifjnng llic natives 
with a sight of it. They gave it a name,Biguifjring 
— thv iiog that travels over tlie ground. 

Poultry of all descriptious is plentiful, and 
pigeons abound, whicbj however, are cocHidered 
•acred, and not used as an article of food. Of the 
latter bird (columba oceninca), between sixty and 
I seventy specimeoa of different varieties were oh- 
I tained; but it ia zamukable that of all these, none 
: were the same as those found in the Society 
1 litfanda. There are but few birds of game, and 
[ none of the hawk genus. A pliilouiel was pointed 
I onl by the missiotuiries as the principal singing 
J bird, and <he woods of Tutuila were filled with 
; warblers. The note of the philomel, although 
much praised, did not nppear agreeable to me. 

The pigeon is commonly kept as a plaything, 
and partieolarljr by the obiefs ; for this ptntHiee 
I they are fastened to n stiek by a thread abont 
; t^Mlve feet in lenj^th. They are taught to fly 
I from and retuni to the stick, and win n well tutored 
to this feat, the po s ses n or of the bird (>xliibits it 
with muci] pnde and satisfaction. Oue of otu- 
officers unfortunately on one occasion shot a 
pigeon, which caused great connnulion, fur (lie 
bird was & kiog-pigeon, and to kill it was thought 
as great » ertme as tatnng the life of n man* The 
p«?ople werr Tiot to be pacified until the interpreter 
told them that the otlieer belonged to ** man-of-war," 
which intelligence, together with a small preastit, 
satisfied them, and the matter was settled. 

To justify their regard for them, we were told 
that when the inhabitants of Aana were driven 
away, about eight years smce, by the people of 
llanonn, the pigeons abandoned the district, but 
that TTj'oii their return to their homes, the pigeons 
again uiade tlieir appeai'auce iu their former 
abodes. 

Snakes were found in Upolu, and sea-snakes are 
I repCHrted to have been seen olf the islands. 

} Fish arc taken in the neigh' <ui in u: " afi is In 
great.abun(iancu and variety. Benides otliei i nodes 
of taUng them, they are caught on tlie reefs by 
women, who place baskets near the holes where 
they are accustomed to take shelter. They are 
also speared by torchlight, and taken in dee}) 
water by the hook. Among the sea-fish mulletd 
are very numerous, and are frequently seen leap- 
ing from the water in immense shoals. 

Oue of the mod«9 iu which fish are caught by the 
Sameaaa was witnesaed at Samatau. About a 
dozen canoes formed themselves into a ring around 
what appeared to be a dark circular spot in the 
water, about six feet in dianiet<'r, and whirli \v:is 
moving along with a slow and tmequai motion. 
This was a ahoai the snail fidi ealled lou, which 
is about two inches in length. The shoaJ being 

* On Up4du there ue now twenty head of cattle and 
•evsahenes. 



thoB mrroinided, the elrele of canoes was gradually 

lessened, until the fish, finding themselves enclosed 
on all sides, ceased to move forward. At thhf 
moment the bead -fisher, svho was seen standing up 
iu the canoe with u net in his hand, tln-.^w it 
dexterously over the shoal, upon whicli ail the 
other men dove at once from the boats, and re- 
mained for several seconds under the water, where 
they seenred the sides of the net. On reappearing, 
all regained their eaiioes except four, who remained 
to take charge of the net, v\hich with its prize they 
conveyed to the chief. 

These islands furnish abundant supplies for the 
refi-eshment of vessels, but as yet there arc few 
articles which can be rendered available in foreign 
commerce. Tortoise-shell, of which a little has at 
times been proenred at Shiv^, ooooa'nut oil, and 
arrow root, arc nearly all that can be procured in 
qnuutities beyond the immediate wants of the 
visitors. CaoatdMme, g\nn arable, castor beans, 
orris-root, ginger, and coffee, might however be 
easily added to the list of exports. In return for 
what they can furniah, the natives noiv look to 
objects of real utility ; beads, jews-harps, 
once so mneh in request, are now scaieely prized ; 
and cotton cloth, writing-paper, and hardware, par- 
ticularly needles and other small articles of utility, 
are the kinds of mauu&c tared goods whidiamuiaBk 
suusht after. 

The Sanoatt language is soft and smooth, and is 
file only one of the Polynesian dialects in which 
the sound of s is found. The Icttei-s that the mis- 
sionaries have found necessary to adopt in order to 
write it, arc only fourteen in number, viz. a E r o 
I L M N o 1- s T f V. In attempting to sound the | 
words of other languages, they use L instead of It, 

s for H, and r instead of a. The a has a nasal i 
sound, as in ON^. | 

It has nearly the same con.<4truction as the Ta- • 
hitiau, nevertheless the Samoan is far from being ■ 
understood by tiie natives of tiM Sodolgr Islands. 
The Samoans say that they never can acqinro it — 
" their jaws are too stiff." The misfljonartes also | 
have great ditticulty in speaking it, and are liable i 
to make many mistakes which appear absurd to I 
the natives. | 

We have seen that it possesses the sibilant 
sound of s, aud every one of the words terminates 
with a vowel. 

A separate dialect is appropriate to tlie chiefs, 
all of whose aetions, the parts of dieir bodies, &o.» 
have different names from those of 4ho eonunon 
pc<>ple. 

Many of the Samoans reach the age of aeventy 

or eighty years. There is, however, a great mor- 
tality among the young children, which b probably 
owing to their exposure to the weather. Thoae 
who survive, grow up robust aud healthy. 

Among the diseases which afflict the adtdts, one 
of the most usn.il i- a spina! affection, wliich results ' 
in caries and protluccs humpback. This is no 
doubt owing to t lie peculiar manner in which the 
children are curried. Catarrhs and bronchial dis- 
ordere, occ;uiioncd by the exposed life of the natives, 
are prevalent, and a white resident died of phthisis 
during omr stay. The dyaenteiy, as an epidemic, 
is nnanown, but qHiradie esfles of it oeeur, ocea> 
sioned by imprudence in diet. 

There is an eruptive com|>lai>it, called ilamca, 
whioh covefls maiiy of tho children under tho age 
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of ten ywn with mns, and wbidi seems more 

particularly to attack the face rmd head. The 
mode in which it is trBut<:d i.H Hiugnlar : the child 
in rubbed with the buakii of the cocoa-nut, until all 
the aetJbB ar« cemoved ; a soft pnpiucatiuii of the 
tiread-frnit n then applied, after whieb ihey aro 
w;ush('d. This operation is ondergonc every time 
lUt;> bathe, which in iUul>. When the bread fruit 
ii not in acMon, a dee<iction of the hwlc of the 
cocoa-nut is used in its place. 

Tlie elcphanti.asb prevails to a g;rcat extent 
among men who aro pi-u*t tlio middle age ; and some 
of the cases aro truly frightfuL There are also 
many inatanees in whieli women are affected by it. 
It does not appear t) cause the least degree of 
pain. Among the reasons tliat have been as- 
ftigned for the frequency of this disease are, the 
babit of ealing tlieir food without salt» and the use 
of ooooa-nnt water ; to wMeli may be added ex< 
poeure at night, and want of sufficient exercise. 
The latter cauae, whelher it be capable of producing 
this disease or not, unquestionably exists ; for they 
am in the habit of sitting for hours with their leg« 
bcut under them, which must cause a stagnation of 
healthy circuiation. Lazincas, however, cannot be 
ascribed to them as a part of their national charac- 
ter, for they are dispoeed to exertion, and willing 
to be employed. When, therefore, they have re- 
ceived sutticient instruciiun, &ud civihzation has 
taught them new wants, they will probably beoome 
ail industrious and thriving people. 

Ophthalmia, which is supposed to arise from the 
reflection of the sun from the sandy beaches near 
which all their vilUtges are built, is so prevalent, 
that, to spealt within lH>nnda,not leas than a fifth 
part of the population is aflbeted with it*. In 
most cases it was observed to l>egin on the inner 
corner of the eye, whence it extends gradually over 
the pnpfl, until the sisht is completely lost. As 
the disease advanoea, me thiekness of the fihn in> 
creases, and when it has co\ero(l the eye, that 
organ becomes enlarged and appears to project. 
From appearances it would not be difficult to re- 
move the film, nn l thus c:'.re the disorder ; but the 
nativeM have not made any attempt of the kind. 
Several cases of total lilinaneBB ansinf fknm tUt 
disorder were seen. 

The venereal disease doss not exist at Tntoila, 
and is hardly kn wn iti the other Ts'rniR. This 
serves to prove iiow great a superiority ihia island 
possesses over Tkibtti in the chastity of its females, 
who in general obicrvn their mairiage vow with 
strict fidelity. 

Fevers are i"are, and those of a remittent and 
intermittent type are unknown ; in fact, the geolo- 
gical formatioa of these islanda is by no means 
favourable to the generation of the muismata (hat 
cause them. 

No means of medical assistanee are attached to 
the Eugiish mission, and the misaionarie^ there- 
fore, can do tnit little in allevuiting the mala- 
dies of the natives. Even their elight dge 
of remedies atfords t>ome alleviation, and their 
practice is far preferable to that of the natives, 
wiio always abandon to thoir fate those who arts 
very ill. 

Among the few curative means that the natives 
do employ is a sort of shampooing. This is per- 

* it ii so common at Savaii, that at least one cate of 

UludnMS, in<MM or boih ^«a^ ft lo bt Mea ia evsqr ImHf, 



formed by rubbing the body and limbs widi the 

hands, at first gently, and gradually more and 
more roughly. These mauipulations are applied as 
a restorative after fatigue, and to alleviate pain. 
For the former purpose thcgr are effectual, and 
often abaie, if tfasy 4» net temove^^ btter. 

Among all the Polynesian islanders, the men 
of Samoa rank, iu point of personal appearance, 
.s« cond only to the Tongeas ; and ina^y apeamens 
of manly beauty are to oe sssn MMOg UMSU As 
much cannot be said of the womeBf who are 
r.ither ill-formed and stout. When very youn^, 
however, some of them are pretty, and their 
eolonr ia light, being little darlcer than tliat of 
a brunette or South American Si)aniard. The 
girls are lively, have a good expression of couuie- 
nauce, and, what is rare in Fo^iieMa» fa«Te aonia 
degree of bashfulness. 

The average height of the men is five feet ten 
inches, and some of the elnefri, whose limbs are 
well rounded, would be called fine-looking iiieu iu 
any part of the world. Their features are not in 
general i r niiiiii nt, but aro well marked and dis- 
tinct, and iiic nil referable t<i a common type. The 
nose is short and wide at the base ; the mouth 
iarse and well filled with white and strung teeth, 
with full and weU«tamed tips ; tlie eyes blaek, and 
often large and bri;^'l:! ; the forehead narrow and 
high ; and the cheek-t)oues prominent. It was 
observed that soma of them had the eye turned 
up at the outer comer like the Chinese. Of beard 
they have but little, but their hair is strong, 
straight, and very bl;ick ; instances, however, were 
observed, where it had been turned to a carroty 
red, by wadiiw ii with lime-water for the pnrpose 
of destroying the vermin (pediculus huniainis). 

When tlie islands were first visited, the natives 
were tepresantsd as ferocious and treacherous. 
This arose in a great d^grea firom the bloody oom- 
fltet they had with the boats of La Perousi^s 
s([uadron; and the opinion was kept up by tlie just 
resentment they in some cases manifested for 
wrongs oommittsd on them by lawless visitors. 
The instance of Opotuno, however, shows that this 
idea of their cliaractcr is nut entirely without 
foundation. Viewed in a m< re favourable light, 
they ar^, as we found tbem, kind, good-humouied, 
intelligent, fond of amussmenis, derfrons of pleas- 
ing, [111 1 very hospitable. Both sexes show great 
kiudaess and love fur their children, and ago is so 
much respected that only old men are admitted to 
council. As a shade on this picture, they are in- 
dolent, covetous, fickle, deceitful, and little i-eliance 
can be placed upon them. To illustrate these fea- 
tures of their character : the first question asked 
when a diief rseeiTes a vlsieor is, what p r esent 
•will you take?" for tlicy r-fiusider it incumbent 
upon them to bestow some token of regard, and a 
neglect to offer it would be indecorous. This 
custom was always eomplied with, when any of our 
oiBeers visited them ; and although it was evident 
lliey did not wish to part with any thing valuable, i 
their choicest possessions were exhibited as if for 
the efaoiee of the stranger. On the refusal of their 
offered presents, great joy always to be 

observed in their countenance and manner, show- 
ing that they rejoiced in an escape from lose, 
while tbey had at the same time jpierformed the 
prescribed rites of hospitality. TtS» tvk being 
over, ^y wars too happy to anpply us with eoeon- 
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nutfl and fruits. In spile, liowi vtr, of the ap- 
parent liberality with which thcnu were furnished, 
thej do U in expectation «^ a full reUirn, In pur- 
flttuee of this bospitality, it is tbe eoatoifi wben * 
stranger pus= h tlirough a village without showing 
an intention tu stup, tu follow hiui and offer food. 

Tbe 8amoans are usually very inquisitive, and it 
was amusing to excite their curiosity. Among 
other things mentioned for the purpose was, that 
white men uft' ii \ >re false teeth and wigs. The 
latter practice in particular seemed atraiige to 
tiiem, and they called it "diatdiing the faead.^ A 
terrestrial globe was also shown to some of them, 
whertfou the position of their isliuida and their small 
nlative unportance was pointed out. This excited 
msk aunEiM^ for antU within a few years they 
md no Ideft that tlieire was any country except 
their own. 

If the chiefs are liberal in their tenders of pre- 
•entH to their viiutors, they on Ae oCbeff luuid do 
not lifsitatL' td a.sk fur wtin,tr','er they see. They 
may, la fact, be styled sturdy beggana. One of the 
meet persevering in his mendicancy, was no less a 
penoD tbaa V*Ta«Sy tbe proud and overbearing 
diief of Ib&ODO. They itsaally began with begging 
from the humblest itiJivIdual, and ended with the 
highest; imd when they had obtained all they 
eonld. would ^o over the side of tiie ship ridieoling 
our folly for giving so much. 

Old Pea, by way oi excusing iumself when 
chai-ged with being a great beggar, said he did 
nut lieep auy thing be got for bimaelf; that it was 
die Smmmi fhshlmi always to adi for e\ ery thing 
he saw. It mattered n it if liin rf jin-t was re- 
fused, he was m content it he obtained what he 
desired, but he said he ahonld havo hhined hbuslf 
if he had not asked. 

The beneficial effects of the lab<nirs of the mis- 
sionaries are more evident among the Samoans 
than at Tahiti. The spread of the Gospel has not 
been opposed by evil habits of the sane inveterate 
character, and the natives of this group have bee n 
more easily reclaimed from their vicett than tho.se 
of tlw Soaety Islands. The ereatest obstacle to 
the su eesas of tlie mi—mnftwa^ has arisen from the 
presence of a few abandoned wblte men, who attach 
themselves ti flu heathen chiefs. Their opjM>si- 
tion, altliough injurious to tbe missionary cause, 
yields little benefit to themselTea, fcr erery 
thing they acquire, tlie chief under who^c protec- 
tion they are takes half ; and although no opposi- 
tion is ever mnde to their departure from the 
isbndk thegr »re not permitted to take any thing 
with tiiem. The vices of these men excite the 
disgust of tiia more well-disposed of thi u.itives, 
who often express their astonishment at their igno« 
ranee of sacred snbjoets, and ask if it be possible 
that such men can have been brought up in a 
civilized community. The first attempt to iuU'o- 
duee Christianity is related to have occurred in the 
fullowing nuuiner. Some yean befioire the arrival 
of the minionMrieSy n Teasel was wrecked upon the 
islasul uf Tpolu, and her cargo seize l uj» n by the 
natives, many of whom, even to the present day, 
resMt that Uiey did not then understand what 
riches were thus placed at their disposal. Their 
mode of treating the prize was farcical in the ex- 
treme : pipes were made out of candlesticks, 
clothiog was thrown away as valueless, and many 
iujuMM themadvea with tfie fir»«tiiia. The crew 



were well treated, and fed for a long time, although 
the natives were greatly astonished at the quanti- 
ties of piga z<s%ttked fur their support, and enter- 
tamed 1^ lest they ahonld bnod « ftuhie hi the 

land. The captain advised hb crew to turn mis- 
sionariee, and set them the example himself. He 
met with much success, and succeeded in building 
several churches, until, upon the arrival of the 
English missionnries, be was compelled to relin- 
qui^h his assumed occupation. It is not probable 
^t even the captain was deeply versed in religious 
knowledge, and very certain that the erew oonid 
not have beenj but their success appears to have 
arisen from the great veneration with which white 
men were at first regarded by tbe Samoaus. They 
looked upon them as a sort of spirit wiiom it was 
impotisible to hurt or to kill; and tiie ships first 
seen off the coast were considered as heavenly 
messengers, prognostieating somo dreadful cala- 
mity. The bad conduet of their nautical visHofB 
has dratroycd this reverence, and foreignere gene- 
rally no longer meet the kiud welcome they for- 
merly received; this observation does not apply to 
the misaionarie^ who receive aU the honour that is 
due to thdr good Intention, of which the natives are 
fully aware*. 

The WesieysA missionaries, and tliose of the 
Britibh board, reached theae islands about the 
same time, or thf> former were perhaps the first 
to arrive. Tiie influence of the Wesleyan tenets, 
and the number of their followers, increased rapidly 
under the mperint^d^oce of the Rev. Mr. Turner. 
Diffiealties, nowever, arose between the two par- 
ties of triihTioiiArit^s, wViich were finally E'ljusft-d 
between tiie two boards in London, and the Wes- 
leyans abandoned thb field for that of the Feejee 
Group. This arrangement was amicably made, 
and 1 heard of only one individual on either side 
who showed an uncharitable spirit towards his 
fellow-klwurers of the other party. In spite of 
tbe mnoval of the Wseleyans, there is sdll a large 
number of the natives who adhere to the tenets and 
forms taught them by Mr. Turner, and still retain 
a strong attachment to him. 

The missionaries were from the very first taken 
under the protection of the most powerful chiefs, 
and have never received either insult or injury 
from any of the natives. They have estaitUsbed 
schools in many of tbe villages, but have found a 
difficulty in obtaining native teachers. 

A printiiig-prt.ss has also been established at 
Upolu, and rapid pmgresH is making in tbe trans- 
lation of the Scriptures, of which some pwttonsam 
already pubfished. Many publieaMons nave issned 
from this press: among them I n i_^rettod to observe 
a small tract contaiuiug a violent attack upon the 
Roman Catholics. The sight of this surprised me, 
a.s it contradicted tlie opinion I had formed, from 
my intercourse with the lulssioDaiies, of their 
liberality and freedom from uitolerance. The sole 
object at the tract was to peposaess the ninds of 
the natives against the mtasMnariea of tiw Papal 
Church, in case they should visit these islaiids. 
Thb struck me as being at variance with the first 
principles of our religion ; and I could not refrain 
from exprcsfiing an opinion that the tract was cal- 
culated to do much harm. 

The laboan of the A^ah mWonaries have 

* All the nstives have seme ksowleAge ttCuptaia Cook, . 
derived ftom tbelr eoounuoiestion with the Pkisndly Islsnds. 
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been much aide(i hy iiativu a^ssiHtauts, who have 
l>een both industrious and successful ; and among 
titem, tivme of lUntonga Ii»ve the merit of having 
l«d the way. They have acted under the dixeotSon 
of Mr. Willlnins, and lie was 1 .ml in ]>raiae of their 
cxtn-tiijiiij. I witnessed a most iiiturt^ting meetinf; 
of ti)ese native mi.saionariea, for the purpose of 
selecting nine from their number to accompany Mr. 
Williams to the New Hebrides, wliich has per- 
haps left ft more deep impression on my mind from 
the melancholy result of that attempted luisaian. 

Great anxiety was exhibited by the candidates; 
and I have never seen a more proper state of 
feeling, or lisieutd to more correct sentiments, 
than were expressed on this occasion. All ap- 
peared devoted to their ealliug, and some of them 
were quite rioqnentt Af^ the ehoioe waa an- 
uounced, those upon whom it liad fuUen manifested 
a cheerful but nfit unbeooniinf{ triumph, while the 
I rejected caTidi<l:ites were evidently grieved and 
di!*apj)oin(.-d. The former wtr« now invented willi 
new ftpparel, whicli. altliuu^h no more Uiaii u 
Htriped cotton sbirt *, gnw tliem an air of conse- 
quence araoog their brethren, which waa amua- 
int; to na whoeoald dntwonraparieons between tbia 
simple i^iirnient and prouder kinds of canonicals* 

Each uf the resident miasionai'iee now delivered 
a long harangue, which waa replied to by one of 
the selected. The subjects of theee discourses 
were, on the one hand, aidvice in reference to the 
duties about to be entered njirvn, and on the otlier 
a recognition of tlie weight of the reeponsibility 
incurred by the Booeeeefid eaiMHdatee. 

Most, if not all, of those selected for the new 
misftiun were fine- looking men, and tiicy were 
chosen out of many applicants, for their steady 
babita and strict moral oondoct. The term m 
their engagement on the new duty waa three 
years, after which tiny were to return to their 
wives and children, \<>ho were not to accompany 
them. 

The extent and infinenee of the Ial)oui-s of ilie 
missionaries may be Lest understood by a compa- 
rison between tlie xvhuie population of tlie islands, 
with the numbers of tliose who have embraced 
Chi^etiftnity, and attend tlie eehoola. 

Tlv |»> |iu!ati'>n of the group i8 estimated 

at d6,(W0, ol wlmm 14,850 have embraced Chris- 
tianity, and 12,300 lit tend the aebools. These 
numbers are thus distributed : 





Popolatiun. 


pMffssors of 
Christianity. 


Pupila. 


Ka'.tern Group . 
Tuiuila . , . 
L'polu .... 
S.ivjiii .... 
Manoao . . . 
Apoltma . . . 


2.000 
8,000 
25,000 
20.000 
1,100 
6W 


ISO 
2,2110 
SMO 
4,000 
400 
100 


150 

I.MOO 
to.l'liO 
3,700 
230 
ISO 


Totitl 




14.8$0 


I2,M« 



• This garment is tlie only renmnerution that Ihey receive 
during •seta year lioin ths miiisiaiiaiy lUod*, aiid with it 
thfljr ftd tlieniadvM well nquited. 

I have to acknowledge the obHgatloa under yrhleh I feel 
myself to the missionaries, botli individually and roUectively, 
fur their kindness anil attention. They did all in their 
power to furtlier the ubjecid of the expedition, and to them 
the squadron is mainly indebted for a great part of the 
• ikoilltict we enjoyed of becooUng acquainted witli the nun- 
aei*, bsMt% and eitotcnu of the aaiDMnt. 



: Tliu whole uumlier uf foreign missionai-ioa is 
' eleven, of whom one resides in Tutuila, six in 
U|Hilu» tluee in Savaii, and one in Manono. 

The number of native teaebera ia one hundred 
and thirty -eight, of whom five are in the Eastern 
Group, thirty-one in Tutuila, fifty in Upoiu, thirty- 
six in Savaii, twdive in Manono, and four in Apo> 
lima. 

Beradee thoee counted as having actually em- 
braced Christianity, it is sjiid tliat two-thirds 
of the whole population belong to the Christiaa 
party. 

Of those who attend the scliooli^, aboac ten 
thousand read, and tliid newly-introduced habit 
has of course made a very great change in the 
habile of a majority of the people, bat the num* 
ber of heathen still left is saflReient to fiumisli 
an idea of their ori;;inal manners and customs, 
which will in a few years be either entirely luet, or 
so modified by the spread of the Gospel as to 
chanjj;e their churaeter entirely. The nipiility 
witli wliich tliis change is going on, rendered it 
desirable to obtain as much information as pos- 
sible in relation to tiie pristine manuera of thia 
people. 

Ah n sjieeta tlieir aneient religion, we have ob- 
tained tlie following piirticulars of the h(.^thena. 
They acknowledge one great god, whom they call 
Tangaloa-lagi, but pay less worship to him than to 
their war-goda, Tamafaiga, Sinleo, and Onafanua. 
Tile first eiitiees them to war, the second leads 
them to it, and the tliird is a female goddtaas, who 
eneonragee them to Hgjht. 

Mafuie is their pod of earthquakes, who was 
deemed to possess great power, btit has, according 
to the Samoans, ket much of it. The way in which 
they say this eceorred te aa follows. One Talago^ 
who possessed aeharm capable of causing the earth 
to divide, coming to a will-known spot, cried, 
" llock, divide ! I am Talago ; come to work 1" 
The euih separating at hie command, he went 
down to cultivate his taro-patch. His son, whose 
name was Tiitii, became acquainted with the 
charm, and watching his father, saw him descend, 
and ti» earth dose after him. At the same spot, 
Tiitii 8Md« ** Rock, divide I I am Talago ; come to 
work !" The rock did not open, but on repeating 
the wurUii, and stamping his foot violently, the 
earth separated, and he descended. Being a young 
man, he made a great noise and bustle, notwith- 
standing the advice of his father to be (juiet, lest 
Mafuie would hear him. Tlie son tlien asked, 

Who is Mafoie, that I altoiild be afraid of him !" 
Observing smolte at a distance, he inquired the 
eaii«e of it. Talago said, " It is Mafuie heating his 
ovLii.'' Tiitii deteruiiued to go and see, Dotwitb- 
KUuiiiing all the persuasions of hia &lher, and met 
Mafuie, who inquired who he was. Are you a 
planter of taro, a builder, or a twister of ropes !" 
" 1 am a twister of ropiH," said Tiitii ; "give mo 
your arm, and I shall sliow you." So taking the 
arm of MaMe^ he twiated it off in a moment. 
Such a practical illustration uf his powers soon 
made Mafuie cry out, Na fia ola, na tla ula !" — I 
desire to Uve, I desire to fiwi Tiitii then took 
pity upon him, and let him goi> The natives, on 
feeling an earthqnalce, eselmm, "Thanlta that 
Mafuie lias but one arm I if he had two, he would 
sliake the earth to pieces." 

The god Salefd suppovli the earth. They hwf • 
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likewiae Mcsaa, Faana, TinUini, Lnmamau, wlio 
are gods of lightning, rain, whirlwinds, &c. These 
gods arc said t " ri si 1» on an island to the west- 
ward, from svhicli (jujirtcr their bad weather 
usually comes. 

They had, likewise, many inferior gods, who 
watched over pwrtieular districts. These Tsrioue 
gods owned cert^iin uniraals, reptiles, fish, and 
birds. In some few ilistricts inanimate objects 
were worshipped, tihus : a ijranch of bamboo, with 
a bum h of coeoa-nut fibres tied on tlie top, w«s 
woi-sliipped ill Manono. They also had carved 
blocks of wood and stoiio ert-cifd in memory of 
dead chiefs, wliich ihev worshiuped. 

The aec«unt thoy give of tlie cxeatioa of their 
island is as follows : 

Tanc^nloa, thuir great god, who lives in the sky, 
sent d.iwn the bird Tuli (a kind of snipe), hia 
daughter, to look what was below. She reported 
to her father that she saw nothing bat aea. Tta- 
galoa then roll.-d a stono fmrn lioaven, which be- 
came the island of Savaii, and another which 
produced Ujwlo, and the same for the others. 

Tliis did ni)t suit Tuli, who returned to ask for 
inhabitinU. He gave her orders to plant the 
wild vines (fuefue), which after growing were 
ordered by him to be puUed up and thrown into 
heaps, from which worms were prodaeed. Then 
it was desinible that they should become !mman. 
Spirita were accordingly sent to them by Tuli, and 
file woROfl became man and woman. 

Their nntirin«5 of a future existence are qnite 
vague. They bclieye, however, in a happy future 
State, where every thing K"'"^ provided. S^ime 
say that it is on their own island, others on distant 
islands, and for the ehieft at the residence of tlie 
' 'r')t\^ on Pulotu, an island to the westward. They 
I also believe that the spirit goes there immedi- 
I ately after death ; that in these places it never 
raius ; tliat they eat and drink there without 
labour, and are waited upon by the most bMutifol 
women, who are always ynuiii,', or as a cliief ex- 
pressed it to one of our otticei-s, " wliose breasts 

never hnng down." 

The spirits, according to their belief, often come 
down to wander about at night around their 
former dwellings; some spirits are believed to die, 
while others are immortal; some dwell in subter- 
ranean abodes, and are eaten by tlio gods. Some 

persons l;elieve that after dcftth th*/ beCOme 
** aitus," or inferior gods. 

Tll^ believed in many omens, which were care- 
fully watched. If the blaek stork, called matuu, 
fl«w before tUeui on a war expedition, in the direc- 
tlwn they were going, they deenud it beto]<ene<i ; 
stiecess; but if in any other direction, it was an ill 
omen. If a dim moon, or very bright starlight, or 
comet, %vi I. bserved, it always indicated the 
death of a chief; and a rainbow was a Btgu of 
war. 

The squeaking of rats was an unfortunate omen. 
Sneezing was also considered unlucky ; if any one 
of * faty sneezed on ft jovney, their further pro- 
greea was pos^ned. 

I w«e told that the Samoans have a neat dread 
of being abroad in the dark, and that when obliged 
t^» pass about tljeir villages by night, they use 
flambeaux made of the dried stalks of the cocoa-nut 
leaf to liglit them on their way. Tins fear is partly 
I owing to superstition, which makcs them foarful 
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of encountering sonic t^pirit or aitu, with wliieli j 
their imaginations people the groves, springs, rocks, ] 
trees, &c. Tb^ are in the habit of ooeasioiiali/ j 
making a feast ror the king's aitu, when * number 1 
of pigs are prepared, and a quantity of taro, fruit, 
&c. is withered. The portion fur the aitn is placed 
near nis supposed dwelling-place, and the de- 
I nd uits and others enjoy themaelveB on the 

iLiJiauider. 

Tiiey were formerly in the habit of presenting 
their first fruits to the aitus and chiefs. This cus- 
tom still eontinnes among the heathen, but the 

Christian party present theirs to tlie missionaries. 
The ceremony usually takes places in January or 
Febraaiy. ui drinking ava, the first cnp was al- 
ways presented to the gods. 

There is an account of a lar^e lizard which 
dwells on the south side of the ishuul, and ia 
worsltipped as an aitu. The description given of 
it makes it two fktboms long and as lai^ge roond 
as a cocoa-nut tree, with hngo scales, and a rnouth 
hlied with sharp teeth. It is said to dwell in a 
streMUnear Safata, into which the natives frequently 
Utrow meat. Some of them declare tliat they have 
seen him, and that he has dwdit there upwards of 
fifty years. 

It is not remarltable, however, that they should 
have this tradition ; and this circumstance affords 

an additional proof that they )i?ir- hnd frequent 
intercourse with the Tonga, or i ricndiy lalanda, 
where a simitar tradition » spoken (rf ill Marinar^a 
Tonga Isbuida. 

Among thdr other snperstiUons is that of n 
malignant spirit that resides in the vicinity <if 
Apolitna, in the shape of an enormous eel, of from 
six to teu fathoms kmg, and large in proportion, 
wbieli attacks canoes and drags them down. 

A story is told that is said to have happened 
only a few years ago. AV'hile two natives uf Ma- 
nono were swimming across the ctiaunel in the 
reef, they were dn»wned in the sight of many 
other s ; iinmediatcly a large canoe was manned, 
and went iu quest of tlieni ; the cr«w of this canoe 
eneoontered the monster, and wounded it. The 
canoe was upset, and although a few saved them- 
selves by swimming to the shore, the greater part 
of tliein were destroyed. When asked if it was 
not a shark, (of which they liave two kinds, the 
tanifa, or graat white almrk, and the matf , or small 
blue one,) they replied, it %vas a monstrous p<u}, 
wliich is the name applied to the nturoiita ur con- 
ger eel. 

Their dances and other anras^ents are in a 
great degree aholiahed, but they are still practised 

; in the heathen villages ; and even the Chinstian 
women may stil! be induced to exhibit the former, j 
which they call slra. The mode of performing it | 
dilTcrs from that of the Taliiliaiis, but h like it, 
lascivious ; and neither of them would be called j 
dances in our sense of the term. The dance is ' 
usually performed by youn^ girls, who stand up | 
before the andienee, throwmg their arms, legs, j 

feet, and hands, In nunn rous ati-ange attitudes, 
which are any thing but graceful. The othei's 
who are present sing amusing words, in two or 
three parts, while a third or fourth part is kept up 
ill a coarse grunt or gnttui-al sound, in the bass 
clef. The w(.rds are comprised in short sentences, • 
each of which finiahes suddenly with a staccato 
note, and a violent gealnrei. 
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The duuce of the giris at Upolu consisted entirely 
of motions of the body, nnd was so indelk»te W to 
produce disgust. The chant which accompanied 
it was sung with a liigh voice, and three or four 
women were employed in beating time on the mats 
with abort aticks, la which most of the ■pectators 
joined with their hands. In all caees Ihey kept 
time with the fji ntffit accnrncy. 

Tlio Samoiui drum is mailt; of a part of a tree, 
hollowed out; tliey have also an instrument forintd 
of a louse slat fitted into a board, on which they 
beat time with two sticks. Their flute, if it may 
be so called, is made of bamboo, as are alM their 
^pe^ which resemble thoee of Pan. 

The danesa of the men are by no meens fai> 
decorous. Those who peifonn tlicm vary in niim- 
her frum two to a dozen, and are divided into two 
parties. These parties altematsly advance and 
retreaty whioh givea an appearance «f aafanatioo. 
Chqjping dieSr nandt, twinging them to and fro, 
or clasping thorn over their heads, they follow 
each other in a circle, leaping up and down, and 
turning suddenly avound, keeping time to the 
musir. The dances continue a C(ni«i ii rnl !t tfmp, 
.•uid end with a sudden clrip of the iiauilM atui a 
simultaneous shout. 

The song is usttally extemporaneoas, relating to 
some reeent oeewnranee. The fotlbwiin is a timas- 
lation of one of tliem, obtained by Mr. Couthony 
through one of the interpreters : 

Tlie Papalangi hu come to Samoit 
The Papalangi liaa coine to Valiua, 

Let u« all go dnwrt tn the sprin^r. 

The Papa!arij;i is foinl of the Siva. 

Where is the pij,' J Wherp is the fattened fowl » 

The Papalantfi csiuutt join in tlie Siva. 

K.tu(lk a bright blace! Where are the viiginat 

I am goin? to get some cocoa-nuts. 

Look at tbia Sunoan, how finely he Jances ! 

These danoBs an usually performed in the fiiie- 
tele, where ttrangen are entertained. The in- 

habitimis .-^nd their guests occupy different i inls tf 
the building, and alternately keep up the dancing 
and singing. 1%n>ugh the latter all the news is 
made kiiovvTi, occtirreDCSs leJatedj and iii^nitieB 
made and answered. 

Besides these dancee, there are various games. 
One of these, called " lope/' is pisyed by two mi> 
sons, who rit opposite eaeh other. One of them 
' [tn'Hfnts hl« cln.sed fist to his oi>pf n r.t, and then 
i-apidly liolds up one, two, three, «r all the fingers 
and the thumb, striking the back of his hand on 
the mat at the same time. If his opponent fails of 
instantly holding up a like number of fingers, he 
loses a point, and ten points finish the game. 

" Lafo liputa" is also played by two persons, 
who plaee about Mfy beans of the mimosa scan- 
dium before them; then taking up four at :\ tim'\ 
they throw them up in the air, and catch them on 
the back of the hand ; the player who catches a 
himdrsd aoonset is the winner. 

TBfte>ft» ; this is played by thn or six persons. 
It resembles the sport ot the Chine.se jugglers with 
iron balls. The tirst player sometimes takes as 
many as eight oranges, throwing them successively 
into the air, and endcavom-s to keep the win !p in 
motion at once. They are very dexterous nl tlus; 
if thoy mi.«is three times the game is lost. 

Tui-muri affords the natives much amusement. 
Any number of pemons may ])lay at iL lliey aeai 



themselves in a circle, and divide into two parties. 
An orange is suspended from above, abmit two 
feet from the ground, nnd each pci-son is mipplied 
with a small sharp-pointed slick. The orange is 
swung fo«nd| and as it passes, each one endeavours 
to piavea aoma with greSrt eaasniesB, othen 
qoite eahnly, and otiiers agahi wHli a wary eool* 
ness, all of which affords much amnsemcnt to the 
bystanders. 'J'he party wins who first succ^^eds in 
fairly hitting the ofange fifty times. 

It is played for mat.**, trinkets, &c., but more 
generally for a baked pig, wliieh is eaten when the 
play is over. 

Litia : this is a general spurt, sometimes whole 
villages playing against eaeh other; it is in fiMt an 

exercise in spear-throwing. Two parties furnish 
themselves with light sticks of the hibtscu.s tUiaceua, 
about eight or ten feet long and as thick as a fiugt-r. 
The bark is stripped off, which makes ttiem very 
light. The two parties arrange themadves in a 
line, and strive to throw these as far as po.seible; 
the party wliich succeeds in throwing fifty the 
furthest wins the game. The tnoal distance to 
which they are thrown is abotit forty yards, and 
one would conceive it almost impossible fur them 
to be thrown so far. A grand feast usually ter- 
minates the sport, which the losing party m^s for. 

** Lsfe^ is a game confined to the chiefs, who 
pin; ;t for pastime. Four persons sit at the cor- 
ners of a maty ten or twelve feet long, in whoee 
centre is phused anotlier of tsn indMe square ; tba 
persons at opposite corners are partners ; each 
party is provided with five circular pieces of wicoa- 
nut siiells, from two inches in diameter to half a 
cocoa-nut. The first player lays his smallest piece 
on the Hltte mat, and his opponent tries to bioeir 
it off, and leave his own in its place. Each in hi.s 
turn endeavonra to knock his opponent's pieces off. 
The party which first succeeds in knocking his 
opponent's pieces off one htuidred timee, wins the 
game. The pieces of cocoa-nut are finely polished 
and carved with a variety of devices. 

There is no ceremony at births, or indeed any 
inconvenienoe. Tlie mothw generally proceeds im- 
mediately to the spring, bathes and wa.she8 her 
uifaut, and at the same time her tisual occupations 
are resumed. The naming of the child frequently 
takes phM» some time befora its birth, for sex 
makes no difference in the names, which an given 
indiscriiiilir.tely to m.'i' ^ ;ri d females. 

The mothers often suckle their children until they 
are six ysars oldjand I was told of an instance where 
a woman gave noorishment to three children of dif- 
ferent ages at once, the eldest removing the youngest 
sometimes by force from the mother's breast. 

It is thehr practice to wash the children fre- 
quently in Hie firesh-watw streams. 

When a native wislies to get a wife, the consent 
of tho chief is first obtained. Then he takes a 
basket of bread-fruit, and offers it to the girl of his 
choice. His suit is considered as accepted if she 
partakes of it. He must then pay her parents a 
( I rtain price for her, which vam ^ «ith the station 
and ability of the parties. A chief's daughter is 
valued high, viz. at half a doien hatelMts and aa 

ni.Tiiy fnthoms of cloth. 

Auotiier mode of courtship is to go to the house 
of the object of attachment or desire, and be enter- 
tained. If the family show a firiendty feeling to- 
wards die young nan and eat with himi his nd> 



Digitized by Google 



Tbeir maniaflM and buri^. 



THE SAMOANS. 



Tbdr drew. 



Ill 



dreaaes are f:ivuurul)l^ recfivtid. The funiial offer 
is made by a large present to the family of the 
fcBule, which being aceepted, the match is oiadti, 
and if refused, the eowrtship at lui enl The 
parents expect their childrrn t lUe by tlioir 
decision. The ** Male" party have been in tlje 
habit of taking wires from tilflir oonqUMed eue- 
- mies when they thought proper. At a marriage 
ceremony a great feast is made, particularly if it 
be a cliiff's. i 

A man is at liberty to repudiate his wife and 
marry again on certain enndraoM, but the woman 
cannot leave her husband without h\n cmiBcnt. 

Adultery was formerly punished with death, and 
is very seldom committed. Among ainglo women, 
intercourse with a Samoan before marriage is a 
reproach, but not with transient foreigners. 

It is a common pnictice for parents to make a 
present of their children to chiefs or others, who 
adopt the child as didrown, and treat it ever after 
as such. After it is grown up, one half of its earn- 
ings gifcs to its adopted parent. This custom gives 
the chiefs many adopted children of both sexes, 
who continue to lire with thero, and are in ati 
respects treated as tbehr own ; and spreads fh^ 

counexi'ins far and wide. 

In their Uuriak at U]>olu, they have but little 
eeremony. The body is enveloped in many fuld^ of 
tapa, and deposited, as lias already been described, 
at Tutuila, with the ti planted around. No utensils, 
amis, &c, are deposited with the bodies ; for, | 
according to their belief, they have these things 
provided Ibr them in dMir Elysinm. A feast Is 
made for the attendants, consisting of pigfi, tai-o, 
bread-fruit, &.e. ; presents are made by all tlie 
reUuives to the family of the deceased| and if the 
family can afford it, a small canoe is procured for 
a coffin. After the body has lain in the grave some 
liiriL, iliey take up the skull and place it in a box 
iu tlieir houses. The reason assigned for this is to 
prevent their enemies from posssssing themselves 
of it, for it was a custom in their wars to violate 
the aanctity of tlte grave. We heard that a few of 
the bodies of chiefs had been preserved by oil and 
heat ; and the mtwionaries infonned me that they 
had seen An bodies of these who died thirty or 
forty years before, preserved in this manner. 

Their mode of showing tliuir grief is to bum 
themselves to blisters, (forming indelible marln,) 
with little rolls of twisted t^M, which, on being 
lighted, soon produced a coal. They also scratch 
their bodies. The females are said (in token of 
alWctioa for deceased Iriaids) to have inieked holes 
fn the corpse^ and stwked otttthe fluldi^ All these 
[vracHc'cs iiKLv be now said to be gawing wmj, and 
arc almost obliterated. 

There is already a very great diflSerence, not only 
in dress but in :ippi»!\TTi!irf>, between those who have 
adopted Chribliauuy, and those who adhere to hea- 
thenism. The latter have a wild look, to which 
their long hair, tied in a buneh behind, adds not 
a littie J and when goins to war they let it bang 
down in wil d coofosionj Whieh inereasoa their aavage 

appearance. 

On the other hand, the Christians crop their hair 
short, — a fa^iun introduced by the missionaries. 

The hair of the children is cropped close, except 
a lock on each si<le of the head. The manners of 
the people in the Christian and heathen villages 
arc aa affacent aa their appeannee. In the latter 



no schools are seen, nor any of tlic incipient tuarks 
of civilization. Their reception of straugera in the 
Oiristian villages is alwaj'S kind and hospitable, 
although, as has been stated, a return is looked 
for. Ainonp till- hcnttu n, (he niannr-r df rr'-Ti-f ion 
caimot bo counted upon with certainty, for they at 
one time welcome their visitors with cordiality, and 
at another are rude, insolent, and anxious to ob- 
tain all the strangers possess. When in good 
humour, tliey entertain their guests with the las- 
civious dances we have described, porfonn«d by 
native girls. Their whole manner and oendnet are 
B4> different from those of villages within a short 
distance of them, that the effeet produced on the 
latter by the instruction of the iriffltlftiarifin, ap- 
pears almost miraculous. 

In the heathen villages the drees of the Samoans 
is to be seen in its primitive simiiliclty. It is no 
more than the titi, which is a short apron and 
g^'dle of the leaves of the ti (draccena), tied around 
the loins and falling down to the thighs. The 
women besmear themselves with cocoa-nut oil 
mixed with turmenc, which gives them a shining 

iellow tint, that ia considered aa a beau^; on each 
reast Is a spot of reddish brown, of a singular 
shape, and of various sizes, from that of a dollar to 
that of a deaeert-plate. They do not show tlie least 
sign of feminine bashftiln^, while those of the 
Chn'=tinii villages cover their bosoms, and exhibit 
as nmeh modesty as those of any country. 

During the last ten years the dress of the na- 
tives has ludeigone much change; the titi has 
been increased in length, and extends all voond the 
body ; it has a neat and pretty effect wlien first put 
on, but requires renewing often, as the lenves wilt 
in a few days ; this garment » well adaj d to the 
climate, being cool, and the neeessity of hcequent 
change insures cleanliness. 

The Wesleyan nii-'Hinnaries from the Friendly 
IsUnds have introduced the siapo, of Tonga, which 
has new eome into cornmon vae. It is soi^ pliable, 
and not glazed, and is pi-incipnlly used as a wrap- 
per, after the manner of the pai^eu of the Tahiti 
islanders. A piece ef eottnn eloth ia oanalty weni 
by the chiefs as a siapa 
The roaro is worn when engaged in active exer- 
is( , (1- in war, as being less cumbrous. The women 
often wear a beautifully white shaggy mat (ieaiui), 
hanging from the neek to the feet. It Is woven by 
hand from the line tlirt nds of the liibiscus ; they 
also sometimes wear wrappers of the siapo form, 
and the tiputa, a kind of poncho, of the same mate- 
rial, after the old fashion of tlie Tahitians, which ia 
more beeoraing than the loose gown introdueed bite 
that i-Iaii'l \iy till missionaries. 

There ia another kind of mat, of very fine tex- 
ture» worn on great occasions, and need in tbeir 
dances ns a kind of cloak. It is ornnmeiitcd witli a 
border of red feathers. This is the most valuable 
property they possess, for they cost much pains to 
tho mannfiuturera, and are often a year or dghieen 
months in th^ h«ids. 

In the way of ornanvcnts they use but few. The 
men usually wear a shell (the ovula) suspended 
around the neck by a string. 

Their hair formerly occupied much of tlieir atten- 
tion, as it does still that of the heathen, who, as has 
been seen, wear it long, and have it nicely combed 
and twisted up iu a knot on the top of tlie iiead. 
The femalea nequentiy used to wear a wnnth ef 
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flowers, which gavp \]\cm a jjictures^uc and plta- 
saut appeai'nnce ; \n\t the use of Hnwers as onia- 
mciits has been ioterdie(«d hy the miwioDary 
tncllefM* 

Tattooing, if not in roaHty, at least in appear- 
ance, may be eaid to form & [lan ir<f drem. It is 
performed by persons who mako it a regular buaU 
neas. The age at which it takes place is fmm 
fourteen to eighteen, and is usually considered the 
initiation to manhood. Th^ usual colourint; niatti-r 
ie obtained from Uio lieruel of the candle-nut. Tat- 
todng is here celled ta-la-tao, and is tastefully 
drawn. The natives are very fond of it. It m 
ixpiriifeivc to the family, fur the operator always 
receives a high price for his labour, ooDflietiDg of 



the fineel mete, li^M^ end other properfe^eei _ 
upon before the opermtfon is begun. Tlie hietra* 

mcnt usi'l i» mmh- of hone, sliarp like the teeth of 
a comb, and requires but a slight blow to enter the 
skin. Tiio part tattooed on the males is from the 
loins to the thighs, but the women heve «mljr ft few 
lines on their hands and bodies. 

The articles of which their dress is composed are 
manufactured by the femalea, who are eseeedlngly 
indnatrions. The oommoii eloth or tape ie made of 
the inner bark of the psper-muMx-rrv, v hich is cul- 
tivated for the pHrp«i«e in nurseries. It in cut when 
the stem is about one and a half inches in diameter; 
the inner bark is separated and washed in water, 
which deprives it of some of its gum ; it is then 
beaten until the adht'j*ioii of iho fibres forms many 
of the strips into a single nuuw. The mallet used 
far tliis purpose is abfHit two inebea square, and 
about fourteen inclifs lonj;, with n handle at one 
end ; two of its fHccs are grooved and the other two 
sm<M)th ; the bark is laid on a board, and struck 
with the m.illt t in a direction at right angles with 
its fibres ; tli ;,i : .>vcd sides are used to spread out 
the Hhres, and the smoottt ones to knit them 
together. The grooves also give a tliready appear- 
anee to the anrfiioe. 

This method differs from that practised at Tahiti, 
where the bark in btiHteii wilh a smaller mallet, 
upon a spring-board ; and the tapa made here is of 
inferior quaul^. The tapa is often printed with 
eolcmra in pefttetM. This is peifiamed in a mode 
similar to tlwt {Htllietised in Eurdpe Itefore the 
introduction of copper rollers. Instead of engraved 
blocks, they form tablets, alnnit as thick as binders' 
boards, of jueces of large cocoa-nut leaves, hy sew- 
ing them together. One side of the tablet is kept 
smooth and even, and upon this cocoa-nut fibres 
are sewed so as to form the required pattern, wbtdi 
is of ootiTse raieed upon the snrAtoe of the tablet. 
The?=o t il l- ts are wet with a piece of cloth well 
Hoaked in itie dye, after which the tapa, which for 
this purpose is well bleaclied and beautiftllly white, 
is laid upon them and pressed into close contact. 
The dye is made from herbs and rix)ts, and is of 
various eoh)urs. 

The women alao manufacture the mats. Some of 
these have been mentioned In deaeribing the dress 
of the natives: the fin <;t kinds are made of the 
inner bark of the paper-mulberry; those of coarser 
texture of the leaves of the pandanus, which are 
nicely scraped and bleached. The mats are all 
made by )mnd, and by interiaoing the fibres; one of 
the fine8t description wiU require the industiioas 
labour of a year. 

Amspg the mats are some of as line a texture 



and lui in)h a» if made of cotton. These are rarely 
or never manufactured at present, and are Rolely 
possessed by the chiefs, in whose family they are 
handed down from fiuher to eon, as hetr^leoma. 
Thev are considered as their choicest treasures, 
and are so mueh envoted that wars have been 
made lo ohtsin possession of them. 

There are several distinct tradea among the 
men besides that of tattooing; among thn most 
• sieemed is that of canoe-buiMingp In wluehtiierB 
is no litUo skill displayed. 

The usual fishiDg>eanoe is made of a single tree, 
with a small out-rigger to balanee it. Ttiry have 
no large double canoes, auch as are »ceii u> Tonga 
and Feejee. 

The largest eaiioee are from thirty to sixty feet 
long, and ca|»iU)le of carrying from ten to twelf<e 

persoris. They are formed of several [lii c<-8 of 
plank, fastened together with sennit. These pieces 
are of no regtilar size or sliape. On the Cage ef 
each plank is a ledj;e or projection, which serves to 
attach ihe&ennit, and to connect and bind it closely 
to the adjoining one. It is surprising to see the 
labour bestow^ on unitmg so many small piecesj, 
where large and good planlcs might 1m ditahied. 
Before the ]Mec( s are joined, the gum from the 
bark of the brt;ad-fniit tree is used to cement them 
close and prevent leakage. Theee eanocs retain 
their form much more truly than one would have 
supposed, and I saw few whose original model had 
been impaired by serv ice. On the outside, the pieces 

are so ckieely fitted as frequently to require doee 
examination before tite eeame can be detected. 

This perfection of woikmnnship is astonishing to 
those who see the tools with whicla it ib executed. 
They are now made of no more than a piece of iron 
tied to a stick, and used as an adze. This, with a 
gimlet, is all they have, and before they obtained 
the.sc iron tools, they used adzes ni.'ide of hard 
stone or fish-bones. These canoes are built with a 
deck forwMPd and aft. They are long and narrow, 
and their shape is elegant. They are paddled by 
natives, wlio sit two abreaat, and are guided by a 
steersman. The seat of honour is on tiie forward 
deck, in the centre of which ia a row <tf pegs, to 
whidi the large white OTuht shell ie attsehed by 
way of ornament. The natives find no difficulty in 
occupying this place, as they manage to sit in 
almoet any position with ease to themwiTca; but a 
stranger who attempts it, nnd is for any time con- 
fined to one of these places of honour, will repent 
of the distinction he enjoys before many minutes 
are over. One of our gentlemen was trnted with 
this distinetSen, and will long recollect the weirds 
of the song they sing. 

'* talsl toatlara 1* tan mna, 
Leaiigo tmllava Ie tau nrarf.** 

" Good aboVL- all is the part before, 
B«d above ali is tlie part behind." 

The uneasinesa^ firom his aoGoimt» doc« not only 
proceed from thennall place left to ^'npon, but 

also from the constant njiprehensinn cif lu itir; pre- 
cipitated into the sea. This faa Samoa, or Samoan 
fashion, is any tUng but agreeable. 

Having both a prow and stem, these canoes can- 
not be manoeuvred without tacking; consequently 
the out-rigger, that constitutes their fiafety, is, in 
usmg their sail, alternately to loeward and whid- 
ward, and dee* no^ when to leeward, add mueii to 
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the stability of the canoe. They caiT} less sail 
titan the canoes of the other natives of Polynesia; 
and to guard ag«iiMt the danger of upsetting, tlm 
natives rig a sprit or boom (suati), projecting froni 
the opposite b'ulo to iliat on which the out-rigger is 
fitted. This boom is secured with guys to the top 
of the nittti. Wh«u the wind blows fresh, some of 
tlic men out upon it, and thus Ijalaiifp or coun- 
tcract the force of the wind. Ti»ose on the utJicr 
side of the canoe are kept ready to go out on the 
OQt-rigger when that becomes neoeasary. The sail 
b raaoe of a mat, of a triangnlar shape, with its 
apex below: soim u'' these arc ten feet lii;;h. 

None of the canoes we saw at th*3 Samuiia Group 
are calculated for long voyages. Those used in 
tliolr intercourse with the Tonga Islands are the 
large double Feejee canoe, of which I sliall speulc 
wlieu I ti eat of those islanders. 

In their trips from town to town, they are gene- 
rally on parties of pleasure, termed nudanffOy and 
are frequently to be met widi tia^^aig tiieir boat- 

i hose songs havebuftUttle variety, are destitute 
of melody, and have small pretensicms to hamoi^r. 
^ey consist, for the most part, of two short Btrams, 
repeated alternately, the first by a single indivi- 
dual, and the eeeoud by several. Their voices are 
lottd, and have generally a tenor character; the 
strains are mostly in the minor aoale, and aong in 
the key of two or three flats. 

The work in which the Samoana show their 
pvateafc ingenuity, ia in the eooatrnetion of their 
native hoosea, and particularly of thehr fale-telee 
or council-houses, B iiiie of wliitli are t-f larj;e di- 
mensions. They are Luik uf the wood of the bread- 
ftldt tree, and there are two roodes in use, their 
own, and that borrowed from tlie I'rieudly Islands. 
The true Samoau house ia slightly oval; those of 
the Friendly Islands are oblong. Ti;ey may be 
aaid to oonsist of three parts, tite centre and two 
ends; the fernwr is Meeted ftrst. For this pur- 
pose tlie three centre-posts, which are twenty-five 
or thirty feet high, ore usually first raised; on 
these rests the ridge-polo. A 8ta>,'ing or scaH'uiding 
is now erected, nearly in the form of the roof, whicii 
serves for ladders and to support the roof tempo- 
rarily. The roof is commenced at the ridge-pole, 
and is worked dowuwarda. The croas-beams arc 
laahed in at different heights, eonneoting the centre 
portions of the roof together, and ar - f s^t- ned lo 
the upright centre-posts. The rafters are made of 
short pieesa^ placed at equal distances apart, and 
form the onrve that ia reqi^red to construct the 
roof. Between the largest nfteia are smaller 
ones, about one foot apart. Across the rafters are 
placed and fastened many small rods, about an inch 
in diameter. The whole is neatly thatched with 
tlie t-i:L';ir eane or pandanus-leavos, and the rafters 
are terjuiuated by a wall-piece, made of short 
pieces of wood, fastened together and to the i-afters, 
»o aa to form tUo ellipse required for the roof. 
The end portions, of eindlar small pieces, are made 
to correspond to the required curvature of tlie roof 
and the ellipse of the wall-plate. Poats arc now- 
placed in the ground, about three feet apart, to 
receive the waU'pieoe, which ia fastened to their 
tops. There is no fastening used but sennit, made 
of cocoa-nut fibred. The rafters are gcuei-ally made 
of the iiibisctis, which is light and strong. The 
WTM •stsnd about a foot bejond the psati. Tho 



smaller houses generally have permanent sides; 
the laigor ones are open nil nvomA, but mats are 
hung itp as curtains by the oeeupantfl^ and any 
2>art may be used as a door. 

After the whole is tiniKln d, the interior has the 
appearanco of an extensive framework, from the 
number of erosa-beams, which are used aa depod> 
toi'ies for their property, tapas, mats, &c. ; and in 
some cases the favourite eunuu of the chiefs is 
placed on them. After a full inspection of one of 
these fabrics^ one cannot but view thi»e nativea not 
only as industrious, but as pos icmi mg gmit skill 
and iiif^ennity. The thatching laat^ f iir or five 
years. Thei-e is no floor to the house, but tho 
ground is covered with stones about the si^e of a 
small egg. There is usually a paved platform on 
tlio outsido, about three feet wide. In some cases 
tliis i.s niised a foot, and serves to keep the hou.;o 
dry, as the stones allow a free passage to water. 
On the pavfiinent axe laid ooane mats, and the 
finer ones are tipmA above, ooveiing aboni half 
the area. 

These fine mats are rolled up until required. 
Many baskets hang hero and there, with some 
eocoa>nnt shells to contain water, and the ava-bowl. 
Mats are suspended about as wcreens. At nijjlit, 
each sleeper is usually supplied with a musquito- 
curtain, Mlled iid-nanni, wnicb, forming a kind of 
tent, by being passed over a ridge-pole or rope, and 
falling on the ground, answers all the purpoiKS 
required*. 

On ona^ and sometimeo on both sides of the 
eentre>post of the houses, is a small circular hearth, 

enclosed by stones of lar^'cr si/e; thi.-i is the plaee 
for burning the dried leaves of the cocoa-nut, 
which serve them for light at night. Although 
these do not give out much smoke, yet aa they 
burn fur a long time, the house gradutUly becomes 
filled with sooty for there U no initiat ahove for its 
escape f. 

As tliey always uae the flambeau to light them 

on their return from their feasts, it prodnres a 
singular and pretty effect to see an aHscmbly break- 
ing vpi, and tho different partiea winding through 
the groves with torches, throwing the whole into 
bold relief. A rude lamp is also used, made of a 
cocoa-nut sliell, with a little oil in it, and a piece of 
vine-stalk for a wick, and likewise the nut of the 
aleorites triloba, or candle-nut, sevoral of which 
are strung on a thin stick. 

Many white-washed houses are now to be seen, 
for the natives have been taught tho use of lime by 
the misaionariesy and are beginning to use it in 
their dwellfaigs. All the misnonariea* honaea have 
plastered walls, and board floors, and are very com- 
fortable. There is a ^at quantity of fine timber 
on these islands, for building purposca. The timber 
of the bread-fruit tree and hibiscus are alone made 
use of by the natives. The misnonaries have 
their planks or boards sawed by haodf and genS" 
raUy by foreigu carpenters. 

The ISood of the Samoawa is proparod in the way 
prMtisedat Tahiti, and geneially consists of bread' 

• MutquitoMsntSieedlngtfsnnoylDg to Rtrtngera, bnt 

I did not ffinark that the n i: . o were troubled with them. 
Their iKidic* being well oilcxi a great preservation against 
the bites of these insect*. 

t Th« prevalence of laie cyn is lald to be owing to the 
tmskeef the lamps. 

I 
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fruit, Lauunas, taru, UMcct-puiutucH, and ^aius. 
I'ish is supplied iu quantities from the reef, and 
tliey also «at tUe large oliesDut, vi-apple, and 
arrow-root, the fecula of which they begin to manu- 
facture in some quantities. Altli •iii4h it woul l 
scarcely bo nupposcd necessai-^, wijcre every thing 
iaso bouiuiiuliy supplied by nature, yet theymake 
))ruvi8iuu for tiiiu s oi scarcity and for th< ir voyniron 
of the breail-fniit, made when green into a kind 
of piihte, :uiil rolkHl in bnnana-leaves. This undor- 
go«i» a ]>artial fermentation, and ia called mahi. 
It is not unlike balf-tiaked dough, and has a sour 
xinwhol* some tii.sto. They eat birds, &c., but a 
largo wood-maggot which is found on the trees 
i» looked nfoa as tbe moat delMdona food they 
have. 

They have much variety in their cookin)?, and 
s ttiie of their dishes .ire exceodinjjly rich and 
agreeable to the taste. They practise several 
modee <^ cooking the taro-totn; one, by tying them 
up with cwon-mit pnlp and bakuig them, in which 
state they resemble spinach cooked with cream, 
but are sweeter. Another dish is called faiai, 
made of the semped and strained cocoa-nut pulp 
boiled down to tne oonshteoej of cmtard. It is 
eaten both hot and cold. 

The habits of the Samoans are regular. They 
rise with the sun, and immediately take a meal. 
Tlu'v then bathe and oil tlu n^st-lves, and po to 
their occupations fur tlio day. These comii»t iu 
part of the cultivation of taro and yams; building 
houaee and canoes. Many fish; others oateh birds, 
for whieh purpose they use neto afRxed to long 
poles. They generally find enongh to employ tlio 
mornings, in getting their daily Hupply. After this 
is done, they lounge about, or play at their variuuH 
games, eat about one o'clock, and again at ui^' t, 
retiring to rest about nine o'clock. The uau do 
all the hard work, even to cookery. 

The women are held in much consideration 
among this people, are trMted with great atten« 
tion, anil n t suifered to do any tiling but wliat 
rightfully bciuugs to them. They take care of the 
hmse, and of their children, prepare the food for 
cooking, do all tbe inHloor work^ and manulketare 
the mats and tapa. 

They are iv anly in tin ir linl.its, and batlie 
daily; after wiiich they anoint themselves with oil 
and turmeiie. This custom, I ha^e no doubt, 
tends to preserve the health by preventing tho 
excessive perspiration which the heat of the climate 
naturally brings on. It is, however, at times 
offensire^ for the oil is apt to beiM>me rancid. 

The Samoans are of a social disposition, more 
so, indeed, than the other natives of tho Poly- 
nesian i^lauds, and they are fond of travelling. 
The reasons they have for taking these journeys 
are various: thus, when there is a scarcity of food 
in one part, or a failure of the crops, they aie iu 
the habit of malting a " faaljimilo," or circuit, 
aroimd a portion of these islands, so that by the 
time they return, (whioh is at the expbmtion of 
three month''.) thr ir own taro has grown and the 
bread-fruit bcitijoii come around. They are now in 
their turn prepared to afford the same hospitality 
and accommodation to others. The old people aro 
usually left at the village to take care of it, whilst 
tho younger portions are gone on one of these 
nmlangas, or journeys. During these expeditions, 
a sort of mds is fknqaentry carried on. Ths dif- 



fcrent portions of tlu; iuhaLilauts ajo oacli oole- 
brated for a particular staple. Some excel iu 
making; mats; eihers in building canoes; the dis- 
tricts m wlueh the sea^porls arei, obtsin a variety of 
articles from phi|>rs, Nvhicli aro snhSSfBHltly' distri- 
buted over tlte whole group. 

It may readily be su]>po8ed that there ai'e many 
nrennistances which make this mo<le of comniuni- 
catiuu inconvenient, pai-ticularly when the travelling 
party is a large one, in which CAM it absolutely 
breeds a famine in its nrugres& 

I have before stated that every village has its 
" fal. -tt Ic," which is tho property of the chief. In 
thib their " fuaoii" or cuuiicils are held, and it is 
also the place where strangers are received. The 
mode of receiving visitors is attended with much 
ceremony. A psrty enters the village without 
inijuii iiig where or how they arc to he entertained, 
and take up their quarters in the " fale-tele." In 
a short time the chief and prlndpal personages 
collect and visit the strangers, telling them in a set 
speech the pleasure they enjoy at tlitir arrival, 
and their delight to entertain them. Thi^ is mostly 
said in what tliey term " tala-gota," the speech of 
the lips, and much complimentiiry language ensues. 
The Samoan language aljotmds in phrases adapted 
to this use, and wortliy of a refined people. 

After this interdiange of compliments, tim young 
women assemble to treat the strangers to •*ava.^ 
This is prepared after the u.sual mode, by chewing 
the piper mythlsticum. During this time the 
young men a» employed collecting and cooking 
food. This is an done with great despatch. TIm 

pigs are killed; tlie taro collcjcted ; t!ie oven lieat^'dj 
and baskets made to hold tlie viands. In the feast 
th^ are well assured of sharing, and therefors 
have a strong stimulus to exertion. 

The strangers, on ivccivuig the fuud, always re- 
turn part of it to the entertainers. Thus all the 
village is occupied with the entertainment, and a 
scene of frolicking ensues until tho strangers see 
fit to tiko fhcir departure. 

Among the heathen, dancing during the evening 
always follows this feast; but the Christna villsges 
have abolished all dancing. 

These visits are not always paid or received in 
a spirit of hospitality. The ciiicf of a powerful 
district takes this mode to exact tribute from his 
less powerftit ndshbonrs, and they are on sndi 
orca.sions extmMy oveilMsring and insolent to 
their entertainers. 

For erimcs, they havs nany forms of punish- 
ment anonK which are : expulsion from tlie villsge 
in whieh the offimder residee ; exposure of Ae 
naked body to tho sun; flogging; cutting off tho 
ears and nose; contit$catiou of property; and the 
eompuUHwy eating of noxious h^w. 

When a murder has been committed, the friends 
of the person slain unite to avenge his death ; and 
the punishment does not fall upon the guilty party 
alone, but on his friends and relatives, who with 
their property are made the subjects of retaliation. 
If any delay in seeking redress in this manner 
occurs, it is received as an intimation that tbe 
injured party, whether the family, the friends, the 
viLage, or w liole district to which the murdered 
person belonged, are willing to accept an equi- 
valent for the wrong they have su.^tained. The 
friends of the murderer tlien collect what they 
hope may be sirfBeient t» avert letributiMij mi » 



Digitized by Google 



Thfllx vm.— Their amu. 



THE 8AH0ANS. 



Mode of KbViTimiei.t 
Tlieir fimos or councils. 



116 



negotiation ia ontared into to fix tlie amount ot 
compensatiofl. Wb«B this is agreed upon, it is 

offered to the nearest relative of the (lecra>.t J, ami 
the p:irtie« who present it perform at the same 
time uii act of submission, by proetrating them- 
selves before liim. This eloscs the affair. 

For some crimes nothing but the death of the 
offender couM atone. Amoni; thcso was aduUery ; 
and wlien the wives of chiefs eloped wtUi men of 
aaotlier distrioty it geucfAlly prodnoed « war. Thb 
was one of the eauses of the wan waged by Bla^ 

lietoa. 

Thm existed, however, means by which the 
code WBB icndsrad leas blood/, in places of refuge 
for offenders, svich as tlie tomtis of ehiefe, wliich 

well! lu'ld Kacn^l and inviolate. 

Wars were frequent among the Samoaos before 
the introduction <^ the Gospel, and scarcely a month 
passed without quarrels beinj avenged, an<I with 
blows. The last and pcrluijisi ihu mui>t bloody war 
that has ever occnrrea on tlicse islands, was about 
the time of the fvret visit of Mr. Williams, tlic 
missionaiiy, in 1830, when the inhabitants of one 
of the finest districts, that of Aana, in the western 
part of Upolu, wcru almost exterminated. This 
war eoutiuued fur eight mouths, and only those 
were saved who escaped to the ulos, or inaccessible 
places of refuge, or were protected by the " Malo," 
the ruling or con<iuerin^' party. 

When the misaiooaries arrived, in 1836, and for 
upwards «^a year afkerwards, Aana was without a 
single inhabitant; but through their influence upon 
the Malo party, it was agreed at a largo " fono" to 
restore tlie exiles to their lands. Aana is again 
(in 1830) the finest part of the island, and will be 
in a few yeai*s quite a garden. 

These wars, like those of all sava;^e pcoi)le, were 
attended with great cruelty, and neither old nor 
young of cither sex were spared. It is related 
tliat after the last battle of Aana, a fire was kejit 
bui'uing for several days, iiilo which liuudrcd.& of 
women and children were cast. 

Their wars were seldom earned on in open fight, 
hnt stratagem was resorted to, and all enemies that 
conlJ be attrn l:i 1 w ere killed, whether in their 
houses, or whiiu accitkntatly met with at their 
work in the taro-patches. 

Their arms consisted of clubs and speare, made 
of the iron-wood (casuarina), bows and arrows, 
and of late years, the musket. Tlie innn wlin c udd 
ward off a blow, and at the same timo inflict a 
wmmdon his adTersaxy, was considered ttie best 
warrior. Each village had its separate commander, 
and there was uo general, their operations beiii^ 
from time to time decided in conndl. Their spears 
were pointed with the stmg of the ray^fish, which, 
on breaking off in the body, caosed certun 
death. 

The olos, above mentioned, were usually on the 
top of some liigh rock, or almust inaccessible 
mountain, where a small force could protect itself 
from a larger one. One of these olos, or strong- 
holds, of the peo]>le of Aana, during the late war, 
was on a liigh perpendioalar ridge, which forms 
the western bonndary eif the bay of Pakletai, and 
It was the scene of many a bloody contest. The 
Manono people, conung by iiii^lit, would land at 
the foot of Uie hill, and attempt its ascent, while 
tiiosc on the top woitl 1 roll and hurl down stones, 
generally overcoming them with eassiy and. driving 



the invaders back with great slaughter. The latter, 
however, took a fearful and truly savage rcven},'e 

fi<r their varioii.s defeats. Layliii,' in wait until tiie 
woiiit-n came down to lish on the re«-t«, they set 
upon them, and massacred them all. Tlic burning 
of houses, the destruction of the Lread-fruit, cuona- 
nut trees, taro-patches, uiul yam-grounds, ^c, 
were the urdiiiary features of these conflicts. 

Upon the occurrence of a cause of war, the 
parties sent to their respective ftriends in the dtf- 
fereiit f vMis to solicit their aid. Sueli solicitations 
usuaiiy resulted in the whole district, and some* 
times the wliole of the island, being engaged in a 
civil war. 

On going to war, they were aceuetomed to cast 
tlii ii- hair looM', or to tie it up in various forms; and 
to add to tlie fierceness of tlieir appearance, they 
wore lar^e bundles of false hair, wbidi idso in* 
ciMas' d ?!<eir apparent height. 

In making peace, the conquered party whs 
required to make submission, by bringing loads of 
stones, fire-wood, and green boughs^ and to bow 
down very abjectly in the pveseneo of tho elnef. 
Tlicy were also reqnircd to pay a hugO amount of 
til] 111, nuits, and other property. 

The government of the Samoans is more refined 
in principle than could well be expected. The rule 
of hereditary chiefs is acknowledged, and the dia- 
tinetiun of the several classes well detined. Great 
respect is paid to the chiefs, and particularly to the 
" topu," or highest elass. To this belong Malietoa, 
Pea of Manono, &C. The srrond class consists 
of tlie near relatives of thu Hmt, and of others who 
have large possessions; the third, of the petty chiefs 
of vUlweBj n«xt oodm the tiilafalcs, whoarea welU 
definecTetsBS between tfae chiefs (alii) and oommon 
peoj)Io. The?4e tulafaU .s are |)roprietor8 of the soil, 
and householders ; they possess considerable in- 
flnenco, and act as advisers of the chiefs, and the 
executors of tlieir orders. Like the chiefs, they 
derive tlieir rank from descent. There is no dia- 
tiii(;t name for tin; eomiiion people as a class, but 
the chiefs iu speaking of them always apply some 
opprobrious epithet The son of a low<bom wo- 
man hy a chief ranks n.s a chief, althnnn;h he has no 
authority; and the son of a noble woman by n man 
of mean birth, may be cither a chief or a eoin> 
moner. 

The lands are allotted and distinguished by 
known loun laries. The natural heir of the former 
owner succeeds, and is the feudal chief or leader 
iu war, but all his dependants are free to cultivate 
it. Lands may he sold, which is done at ])ublic 
meetings, and the bargain is made binding by 
sticking their stayos hito the pound, or diggmg a 
portion of it up. 

The whole power lies in the high ehielii of the 
" Malo" or conquering party. They assemble in 
fono, and determine the general laws and rules of 
action. At ^e head of this Ls Malietoa, who is 
now considered the bead chief of Atus,and is mxp' 
posed will shortly acquire that of Tm of Aana. 
Each of these districts formerly had a separate 
chief, bearing the same title of Tui, but in their 
wars with lunono, nearly all the descendants of 
these princes were killed off. To obtain this title 
requires the consent of tlio chiefs of Manono, 
and part of Savau, whkh belongs to tho ndfaig 
party. 

1^0 fono may levy what oonlribntionfl it pleases, 
I 2 
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particularly on those they have ooo^uered. The 
pnweni ''Malo*' or govenunent is deeigmted 

" Malo-to-toa" — the gentle govcnimcnt. 

Although thcrti is no supreme aulliuiity ackuow- 
ledgtHl in any one individual, yet there are instances 
of chiefs of districts assuming and maintaining it. 
The late Tamafago, of wbom some aeooimt has 
already heen given, was one of these. He a-ssnnu d 
the attributes nut only of a king, but of a gud, and \ 
after conquering a rival district on Savuii, he toul{, 
as has been stated, the name, •* O le Tupu o Savaii" 
— the Kin^ of Savaii. After he was killed, Malie- 
toa sueceeded to the aame title; but it now cunfei-s 
nu power, and is considered mereljr as compli- 
mentary. 

Each district and town has its own government. 
An elderly chief generally presides, or is con- 
sidered as the head of the village, town, or dis- 
tiict. In these primaiy fono* or nee^gs, the 
aflUiB are generally dtanissed 1^ fhe alu (chiefs) 
and tulafalea (landholders), and what they deter- 
mine ou is usually followed. The great fono, or 
fUMttA BSHembly, is seldom called, except on 
matters affecting the wlu le of the Island or dis- 
trict. The subject id ciUuilv debated, and n)o.st , 
thoroughly dlscuflsed; the final decision, however, 
is not" by vote, but is adopted after consulta- 
tion, and is governed by the opinions of the 
most influential chiefs. It thus appears tliat 
these assemblies have little influence upon the 
course the chiefs may have deteionined to pursue, 
and serve chiefly to insure the united action of 
the district in carrymg the dengns of the chiefs 
into effect. The tulu-fano or dt < n promulgated 
by the council, is to be ob^ed, aud those who fail 
are punished by the HUOf wAag plundsnd by thsm 
of tfieir lands, dte. 



In the descent of the office of chief, the rule of 
primogeniture is not strictly followed, but the 
authority aod title always remain in (be same 

family, 

1 1 is the custom at the funos to compUment the 
head chiefs, and invoke blessings on them in 
pi-ayers, that their lives may be prolonged and 

I)rosperouH T v. as informed that these assemblies 
were conducted with much ceremony, but I wai> 
nmch disappointed In the one I witnessed. The 
forms of proceeding may, however, he difT' i ent 
when strangers are not present. The foin ^ gene- 
rally befjin at an early hour in the mornin;;, and 
last until late in the afternoon. One of the 
most pleasing of the oemoooies b that in which 
the chiefs are supplied witli food dnrlnfj the 
time the meeting is in session. After the food is 
prepared and dished in fresh banana-leaves, the 
wives and daughten of the chiefs attire themselves 
in th«r best oresses. They then enter the fide- 
tele, and approach their fathei-s, husbands, and 
brothers, 6ic., before whom they stop, awaiting 
their instructions as to whom they shall hand the 
viands. When they have oboyed their directions, 
they i"etire. The whole duty is eunduuted with 
the utmost decorum, and while it is going on, no 
conversation is permitted except in a tow voioe. 1 
learned from the missionaries who had attended 
some of their meetings, that the manner of speak- 
ing was good, and the self-posaessiuu of the or^itors 
remarkable. The qieakscs generally hnve persons 
near them who act as a sort of prompters, and 1*0- 
mind them of tlie subjects it is desirable they 
should speak of. The whole i)rocccdinjjs arc con- 
ducted with the utmost ^uiet, and no distorbance 
is allowed. 
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On the 1 0th of November we weighed anchor 
from Apia) and made nil snil to the westward ; 
and on the 11th had lost -iu'l r of Savaii. Otticers 
were stationed for the thi i r following nights to 
look out for tlie periodic showers of meteors^ but 
the nights were cloudy, and none were seen. 

On the 12th we made Uea or Wallis Island, and 
at 3 P.M. were oil' itti southern end, which is 
sitnaled in ktitiide ISP 24' S., hms^lnde 178* V 



22" E. Instead tt » slagiTe island as might be 

expected from the name, there aro nine ar pnrnte 
islands, varying in circuit from ouo to ten miles, 
and enclosed with one extensive reef. The land 
is, in general, high. We made * xumdng sorvigr 
of tins group. 

While off Wallis Island, we were boarded by a 
canoe, in which was a native who spoke a little 
Engiisb. I had thus the memis «f eoraonmieatmg 
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with the shore, and resolve ! to take advantage of 
it by landing the prisoner Tuvai. I conceived 
that this would accomplitdi all the ends I had in 
view in removing him from his native island^ par- 
ticularly as the course of the wind is such, for the 
grt-ater part of fli<? year, as to pi-i vmt canoes pro- 
ceeding from Waltis Island to tliu iaamoan Group, 
and there is In eonaeqaenee no communicatien be- 
tween them. His fate would of course remain a 
mystery to his countrymen, and the impression 1 
hud hoped to produce on their minds would be 
effeetoallf nwde. My origiiiAl intentiMi bad been 
to land nira at Hoom Temnd, wlndi ia two days' 
sail further to the south ; bvit a similar oppottonity 
inieht not perhaps have presented itself tliere. 

Having decided on this course, I committed him 
to the cliar<;e of tlio person who had boarded us, 
and gave particular directions that he, with his 
rolls of tapa, should be immediately taken and 
presented to the chief. Theeuitfoiaaof theialandera 
promised that tills would Insure him good treat- 
ment, by giviiir; lihn :\t once a protector ; or at 
least that he would be only rohhed by a single 
person, and not exposed to the pilla>;e of the whole 
population, who would in mU probability hnvc 
stripped him of his property the instant he landed, 
if not restrained by the authority of a chief. 

Tavai seemed delighted at being released from 
hia eonflnement on Mi!p4)osrd, ana took his leave 
by shaking hands with the sentry. Thus, while 
the culprit has not been exposed to any utmeces- 
Hary severity of punishment, I feel satiHtied that I 
fully accomplished my object of convincing his 
countrymen that tiiey could not ho)>e to commit 
murders upon their white vi-iitors witii impunity. 

These isJands appear to be well woodedj and we 
saw many large native houses upon them. As we 
drew near, we perceived upon a rocky flat a few 
natives waviug a white flag. The native who came 
on beard Informed me that the bihabitants were 
numerous, and thai among tfaam then were ten 
white men. 

The entrance to the lagoon is on the south side 
of the Group, and the pilot, if so be may be called, 
informed mo that there was ampte room for the 
ship to pass within the reef. Wood, watery and 
refreshments may bo obtained heri\ 

Hoom Island we made the following day. It 
was diseovered In 1616 by Scbouten aud Le Maire. 
Its highest point is two thousand five hundred 
feet above the Kea ; on it-^ n i thern side iisany 
rocks are visible, aud the whole surface apjiears 
bold and precipitous, affording, as fur as wc could 
perceive, little soil f<»r cultivation. Cocoa palms 
in considerable nutnbers, were, however, observed 
upon a low point projecting from it.s southern side. 
This island is inhabited, aud 1 liave been informed 
that an vnsnocessfnl attempt to establldi a mission 
upon it was made by the Catholics iu 1840. 

On the 18th we saw Matthews' Rock, who«;e 
height we ascertained to be 1 186 feet. It la of n 
conical shape, about a mile in circumference, and 
principally composed of conglomerate. A dike of 
I .iv:<I* 'Ans (>} s^>rvcd occupyinj^ about a third of the 
width of the island. In order to obtain specimens, 
» boat was despatdied to endeavour to effect a 
landing : the undertaking proved difficult, but was 
accomplished by Dr. Fux and Midshipman Henry, 
who nwam through the surf. They brought off 
•omn spedmens of porphjiitie rock, and a few 



Kmall crystals of selenife. Patelies were seen on 
the northern side of the i»laud appearing as if 
covered with sulphur. As has been so often men- 
tioned in speaking of other uninhabited islands, 
great numbers of birds were seen upon and around 
it. This island is hi IsOtads ST S., hmgitudn 
172° 10' 33" E. 

On the 26ih November wa made BaiV» "Pyn- 
mid, which a])poars to he » banen xodt risiqg 
abruptly from the sea. 

At sunset on the 29th of November we made 
the light-heuae on the headland of Port Jackson. 
We had a fair wind for entering the liarbour, and 
altliough tha ld|^t was dark, and we had no pilot, 
yet as it was important to avoid any loss of time, I 
determined to rim in. I adopted this resolution, 
because, althoni^h wc were all imacqnaintcd with tho 
channel, I was assured Uiat the charts in our pos- 
session might be depended upon, and I stood on 
under a press of sail, accompanied by the Peacock. 
At 8 P.N. we found ourselves at the entnmee of the 
harbour. Here a light erected on a shoal called 
the Sow and Pii:?, mnce the publication of the 
charts, caused a uKJuieutary hesitation, but it was 
not lont; before it was detennined where it was 
placed, and with this new aid, I ducidcd to ruu up 
and anchor off the Cove. In this I succeeded, and 
the Peacock, directed by ugnai, followed the Vin- 
cennes. At half-past 10 P.M. we qniotly dropped 
anchor off the Cove, in the midst of the shipping, 
without any one having the least idea of our 
arrival. 

When the good people of Sydney looked abroad 
in the morning, they were much astonished to see 
two men-of-war lying anioii<^ their shi|>pinf;, which 
had entered their harbour in spite of the difficulties 
of the channel, without being reported, and un- 
known to the pilofH. Their streets were sjieedily 
alive with our oflicers and men, who were de- 
lighted at finding themselves once more in a 
civilized country, and one where thdr own lan- 
guage was spoken. 

The Porpoise and flyhig-Ftsh arxired the next 
day. 

Our eoosul, J. W. Williams, Esq., came early on 

board to welcome tis. He communicated tfie in- 
formation that the lieiief had arrived safely, and 
landed all our stores, which were ready for us and 
close at hand ; after which, and about ten da^-s 
before our arrival, she had sailed for the United 
States. 

Our arrival was duly annoiwced by an ofhcur, 
and through him I was mformed that the governor, 

Sir George Gipps, would be happy to receive me 
at eleven o'clock. In compliance with this intima- 
tion, I had the honour of waiting upon his ex- 
cellency at that hour, in company with Captain 
Hudson, and our ooosuL I made niy apologies 
for having entered the harbour in uncerenioniuus 
a manner, and stated the rea-sons why I could not 
tender the customary salutes. 

The reception I met with waa truly kind : every 
assistance which lay in his power was cordially 
offered ; and I was assured that I Iwd only to 
mako my wants known to have them supplied. 
The use of Fort Macquarie was Immediately i 
granted nic fnr n-i observatory, a position which, 
being within iiail ui uiy »»hip, gave me great facili- 
ties for conducting m^ experiments, aud at the 
same time superintendu^ my other duties. 
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I may in this place acknotvledge tlie u^-u-liearteU 
welcome Wo luel with from all the goreiument 
officers, inilit;iry and tnil, aw wctl us frnm the 
citizeus. Our reci ption was yratil^iug iu the ex- 
treme, and cannot bu too highly appreciated. The 
Austnlian Club was thrown open to us by its com* 
mittee, and parties, balls, &c., were Riven in <nir 
I'ojiour ; in short, all our leieiH' lii e was ful'v 
(xrcupied in the receipt of thegf hospitaUlo alttji- 
tiuiis. 

The day after we anchored at Sydueyi the brig 
Camden also arrived. By her we learned tho 
nielanclxilv intelligence of the death of tlic Ikv. 
Mr. Williaius, from whom we had parted bo Uiort 
a time before at the Samnan Group. He waa then, 
as will be rccollt ctod, alout .stttiiif,' firth to propa- 
gate the Gospel among tho savages of the New 
Hobndcs, and was in full health and high spirits, 
in tho ardent hope of auGcese iu his mtasiun. My 
information in i-cspect to this sad event, was de- 
livi'd fruin liis assr)ciate, Mr. Cininin};ham. They 
had placed native missionaries at liotuma and 
Totoona. Mr. Williams then hinded at Tanna, 
which tliey found in a high state of cultivation, 
and wlioi-© ihey were hospitably received by the 
natives. These were Papuans, and spoke a Ian- 
gnags mach like that of the Uervey islanders. At 
Tanna, Samoan minrionaries were also left, and 
they thoiice j)roci'( <le(l to I*rroiiiaTi;^o. Here they 
found a baiTen country and a different race of 
men, black, with woolly hair, who did nol eoBUpvc- 
licnd a woi-d of any of the iMguagea known to Uie 
missionaries. 

The natives, although apparently suspicious, ex- 
hibited no symptoms of actual hostility. Mr. 
Williatna, with Mr. Harris, Mr. Cunningham, nnd 
the master of the \'L<;-el, lauded, and were strolling 
ubr>ut, arausuig themHclvcs with picking up shells. 
While thus engaged, they had B<-j<ai-ated from each 
other, and Mcs!<rs. lliinis ami Williams were In 
advance of the others. Ou a euddcu the war- 
^\utut was heard, and Mr. Harris was seen running, 

gursued by a crowd of natives. He was soon over- 
iken by them, and killed. Mr. Williams fben 
ttirnod and cmleavourtJ to rcaeli the toat, hut ho 
liad delayed too long, and alliiuugh he reached the 
water, he was followed into it and slain also. 

Mr. Cunningham and tlie captain escaped, al- 
though with difficulty, and after some fruitless 
attempts t(> recDvcr the body, left the island. iMr. 
Cunnmgham was of opinion that the attack had 
not been preineffitated, but arose from a sndden 
desire to obtain possession of the clothes of the 
persons wJio were on shore ; he was also eatishcd 
tliut a single loaded musket in tlic liandiof those 
left in the boat, would liave been tlie means of 
saving tliese two valuable lives. 

I had, ill a convtrsatioii witli Mr. Williams at 
Upolu, expressed iny belief that the savage inhabit- 
ants of the New Hebrides would not be safely 
visited without the means of defence. Ho had in 
reply declared Itimself avei*se to tho use of fire- 
arms or any other weapon in the propagation of 
the Gospel; being of opinion that it would be more 
easily and efreetually disseminated without them. 

The missionary cause has Kunlaiiu d a grt at luss 
iu Mr. Williams's death; for iu liitn wurc united a 
true ^rit of enterprise and fervent zeal, with 
great perseverance and a thorough knowledge of 
the native character. I still think with melancholy 



pleasure of the ucquaintauce I bad tile good for- 
tune to form with him. 

The town of Sydney may, for convenienee of 
description, be considered as divided into tvro 
parts; the line that separates them coincides neai ly 
witi) that of George btrcet, the broadway of Syd- 
ney. The old town liea on the east aid* of this Ime, 
and occupies the eastern promontory of tho Cove ; 
it is tlie least reputable part, and is almost filled 
with grog-shops and brothels, exeept at its extreme 
eastern quarter, where there are a few genteel 
buildings, in agreeable situations. The streets to 
the &outh and w est of George Street are w ell laid 
out, and are ranidly filling up witlt good houses. 

The houses or Sydn^ are for the most part well 
built nnd coinmodiouB. On the western side of the 
town are many handsome buildings and extensive 
pnblte g^unds ; towards tb««a«tem side is a htrgo 
square, called Hyde Park, upon which are situated 
the offices of the colonial government, the dmrdi 
of St. JanieH, and the Catholic cathedral. 

Sydney contains about twenty^four thousand in- 
habitants, which is about one-filth part of the whole 
pojiulati in (120,000) of the colony ; and ut 
oue-fourtli of this number are convicts, lu liuili, 
tlie fact that it is a convict settlement may be at 
once inferred from tho number of poUce-ofiicers 
and soldien that are every where seen, and is ren- 
diied certain liy the appearaiicc of tho "chain- 
gangs.** Tho latter reminded us, except in the 
eolour of those who composed them, of tho coffec- 
oarrylii^ slavt s at Rio ; but the want of tho ihecr- 
fiil &!ugy and the apparent meniment wliich tho 
Brazilian slaves exhibit in the executiOB of their 
task^ was apparent. 

When viewed from the water, Sydney appears 
to great advantage. It lies on the south side of the 
harbour, and covers two nariow promontoiies, 
separated and bounded by coves. The ground 
rises gradually, and thus cxhibitn its buildings to 
great advantage, giving it the air of a large com- 
mercial city. It is chiefly built of a drab-coloured 

sandstone, resembling tliat employed iu the new 
pubUe buildings at Washington, but of a lighter 

hue. Red brick is also used in building, and the 
suburb:! contain many neat cottages and couuU'y- 
seats. The saud.-stone is a beautiful material, but is 
not very durable. The view of the town is diver- 
sified witli the peculiar foliage of Australian trees, 
among which the pines of Norfolk Island and 
Moreton Bay are most conspicuous. At tlie time 
of our arrival, tlie trees were faifested with looaata 
(cicada), which made a noise absolutely deafening. 
The sound this insect produces is the same as tliat 
made by the analogous species in the United States, 
but is continued iiere during the heat of the day, 
Mid ten limes more deafening. 

Hiindsonic e<|ui{)at;es alxmnd ; aiul (b- stage- 
coaches ai'e numerous. These, with the costume 
and demeanour of the more respectable part of 
the populatidn, struck us as bn'nq; more like what 
is seen iu our towns than in those of Europe. Every 
thing has a new look about it, and the people ma- 
nifest more of the bustle and activity of our money- 
making and enterprising poputo^on than are to be 
seen ill old countries. The acquisition of wealth 
seems to be the only object of all exertion here, 
and npceulation \> as as rife m we had left it in tho 
United States. Ciitiiii!; down iiillHi, fil!inp;up vallevs, 
laying out and selling lots, were actively going on. 
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There are, in truth, mmiy j»articuiai-ii in wkicli die 
people of Sydney resemble those of Atnericn. This 
is observable, among other things, in the inflaenoe 
of the public prett. In Anatnilift, however, it is 
more licentious than iiny exrrpt tho lowest of our 
newHpnpera ; taking unwarrantable liberties with 
private character, and is far from being remark- 
able for ditscriuiiuation. 

In one particular, a most striking difference is 
to be observed bctwreii the sotiies to be witnessed 
At Sjfdney, and iu the cities of the United States. 
This eoraists in the open practice of the vice of 
drunkenness, which li t i ■ tnlks a1>mad at noonday. 
It is not rare at any tnno, ljut on holidays its prc- 
vslsnee aurpaMCs any thing I have ever witnessed. 
Even persons of the &ir sex (if they may be so 
called) where there to be seen staggering along 
tlie most public streets, Lrawling in the houses, or 
borne off in charge of tho polioe. However highly 
oolonml this pietare may be thought, it is rally 
corrfiborated by the police reports of tho Sydney 
papers on Monday mornings. The police ofiicers 
themselves are sniMig th« TsndsKS ofths intozicso 
tine liquid. 

The Ikdtities for indn1gene« in tliis vioe are to 

be seen every where in the form of low taverns 
and grog-shops, which attract attention by their 
gandy sh^is, adapted to tho taste of the different 
orders of ctistomrrs, aa the " King's Arms," the 
"Punch- Bowl," the " Shamrock," the "Thistle," 
the "Ship," the « Jolly Sailors." Of these, two hun- 
dred and Hfty are licensed by the gorenunent, or 
more tlian one to each hnndred sonls. Among 

them a small shop was poiritrd out which from the 
extent of its custom yielded the enormous amount 
of 20iV. for rent to ns owner annuaUy, a snm far 
htnond the apparent value of the whole property. 
The quantity of rum whieh is consumed in the 
colouy may he cstimateil fi-om the facts, that the 
revenue derived from its importation was iu 1838, 
ia9,4d4V., and that the supply amoonts nearly to 
eight gallons amuially for oveiy individiial in the 
oolony. 

It is related, that a highly respectable individual 
tmnsmitted complaints against Governor Macquarie 
to the home government; and that, by way of 
answering theae expostulations, the reply of the 
governor was: There are but two dattses of per- 
sons in New Sonth Wales, thoso who have been 
convicted, lint! those who ought to bo." 

The old government-house, where I had the 
honour of sediiji Sir Goorgo Giftps, U a low, cot- 
tage-shaped building, which lias no pretensMms to 
beauty, and appears to hare been built at dilTerent 
times, haviiif:; been eidarped as <4tv.n as additional 
accommodation was needed. During the summer 
months the governor resides at the government* 
housn at Paramatta. 

A new palace or guvcnmicut-housc is at present 
building in the public grounds which lio to tho 
eastward of the old one, from whieh a road extends 
through them towards the ^uth Head <rf Port 
.laekson. This road is the usual promenade and 
drive of the citizens of Sydney. After leaving the 
government domain, it enters Woolnomoloo, a 
region covered with the coimtry ^"ats and cottapes 
of the liigher classes, vvhieli although originally 
little more than a barren rock, has been brought 
into a high state of cultivation by its occupants. 
The drivo in this dirsctioii may diallenge compari* 



null for beauty with any part of tho world. It pre- 
sents innumerable and picturest^iuc views of the 
noble bay, and of the promoDtoHes that jut into it, 
occupied by mansions and onuunental grounds. 
On rcachtiij; the South Head, a view of great 
beunty is also seen. The point thus named, in a 
bold headland, about two hundred and fifty-four 
feet in height, on which stands tho liglit-houSOj A 
fine tower, with a brilliant revolving li^.^ht. 

The public grounds arc in part occupied by a 
botanical garden, which was laid out by Mr. Cun- 
ningham, the botanist of the colony, to whose 
memory a moimment is about to be erected in tho 
garden, which la itself a memorial of his fine taste, 
and his successful cultivation of the science ho 
professed. Mr. Cunningham perished by a melan- 
choly death, which is still spoken of with regret. 
He hail, in his capacity of botanist, accompanied 
Major lirlitchell, the surveyor-general of the colony, 
ons tonrof exploration In 1836. In thepmnmt 
of his i-esearches, he wandered from the party, and 
did not return. As soou as he was missed, the 
native guides were sent in search of him, but re- 
turned without having aneceeded in finding his 
traces. Major Mitchell then instituted a fresh 
search, in which tlie traelis of Mr. Cunningham's 
horse were found, and followed for ninety miles. 
Within this spaco three places were seen where 
he had stopped tiud encamped. From the last of 
these, the tracks of the horse were again followed, 
until the carcass of tho animal was found dead 
tlirough fatigue and starvation, with the wliip tied 
to the bridle, and all his aeeontrements about hhn. 
Ivelniciiig their stciis to his last ein-ampment, they 
ascertained, (»n close examination, that he had 
there killed his dog for food, and his footsteps wero 
seen as if making rapid strides for tho bed of a 
river, which ho had followed to a pool, into which 
ho had plunged. Further down the river, s^mn* 
shells were found near tlie remains of a tire, which 
had evidently been kindled by a white man. Hers 
all further traces of him wero loBt, and thoaoareli 

abandoned iu despair. 

Some months afterwards a second Beai-eh vris 
made by Lieutenant Vouch. In the course of this, 
some natives wero taken near the Brogan river, in 
whose possession a part of Mr. ("umiingham's 
clothing was found. They stated that a white man 
had come to them- hi a state of great exhaustion; 
that he was hungry, and they fed him, but tliat 
during the night they had beconio afraid, and 
killed him. Tlie body was never found. 

Lieutenant Vouch inferred that Mr. Cunnin^am 
had become deranged by the severity of his suffer- 
ings, and that this had caused him to wander about 
at night, which, with other suspicious movements, 
had alaxmed the natives, who, under tho influenoe 
of their terrors, had murdered liim. 

Thus ended the useful life of one who iiad raised 
himself to eminence by his own exertions, and liad 
by his virtues and scientitic acquirements gained 
the esteem of all the pure and good of thOMlony, 
by whom he will bekogaffeotioiMtdyand honour- 
bly remembered. 

At the end of tlie walk around tho goveniment 
domain, the following inscription is calculated to 
excite a smile: " Bo it recortled, that this road 
roimd the inside of the gox ermnent tlomaii), called 

Mrs. Mact^oaine's Road, so called by the governor 
' on aocouni of her having originally planned it, 
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three miles and tlir^ huudred aud soventy-sevon 
jmrdB in length, was finaUjr completed ou thtt 13th 
dayof Jmie, 1816." 

Governor Maequarie has literally put his mark 

on the town of Sydney, uli r. liardly a single street, 
square, or public building can be passed, without 
amAag his name ent in stooe. 

The aspect of the country around Sydney is suf- 
ficient to prove tlmt Nuw Soutli Wules is very 
diifereut, in its general features, from other parts 
of the globe. Thia is chiefly owhig to two oauses: 
the aridity of Its elinmte, and tho pmvalenee of 
sandstone rocli. This rock may be readily exa- 
mined at the Heads of Tort Jackson, and on the 
shores of the many covea that surround this beau- 
tiful harhoiir. Its colnnr is pale ycllaw or drab, 
and it lies ia beds ueax-ly horizontal aud of various 
tliickness, whoso upper surface, exeejit where 
broken by nviuesand water-courses, forms a table- 
land. The avenge elevation in the neighbourhood 
of Sydney is from thrco hundred an<l fifty to four 
hundiud feet. At this level it extends iii gentle 
undulations to a great distuice inland. 

This arid soil yields but a scanty growth of vege- 
tAblo products, which, consisting of burnt pasture, 
and Uiinly-scattercd trees and shrubbery, give to 
the whole region » look of desolation. The grass 
does not every where oooeeal the bare rock, and 
tlie tliin stjil bupports only a few giim -trees (euca- 
lypti), and bushes. Throughout the wide plain 
there is little to relievo tiio ey^ exoepk &«• nnd 
there a small cultivated spot. 

In consequence of this aridity there we many 
continuous miles of waste landa in New Si-uth 
Wales which by tho iababitauts are called forests.'' 
These mf« very different from what we understand 
by the term, and consist of gum-trees (eucalypti), 
so widely scattered that a airrlagu may be driven 
rapidly through them without meeting any obstruc- 
tion, while the foliage of these trees is so thiu and 
apparently so dried op as searedv to east a shade. 
Thus miles may be travei-sed in these forests with- 
out unpeduncn't. A few marshy spot.s are occa- 
sionally seen, covered with thidteto of brush ; and 
in ot!i r places there are tracts so dry that even 
the gum-u-eo wUl not grow upon them, and which 
receive the dixeet and aeovebing xigra of the 
sun. 

The moat remarltahle part of New Sonih Wales 

is the distiict of lUawarm, situated on the coast, 
abuut sixty miles to the south of Port Jackson. 
This is a narrow strip, that seems to be formed by 
the retreat of the sandstone cliffs from the sea, to 
a distance which varies from one to ten miles. The 
clifls or mountains vary in height from one thou- 
sand to two tlwusond feet. This region is ex- 
tremely fruitfU { its forests are rich witli a great 
variety of fo!iaj;^e, and of creeping |i!ants which 
twine around the trees. Tho greut hii^e and num- 
ber of the trees served to remind the gentlemen 
who visited it, of the vegetation of tlie tropical 
irisnds, luxuriant witih tree-ferns, bananas, banyans, 
&c. This luxuriance is in part owluf; to a ricli 
aud light soil, composed of decoinpui»ed basalt and 
arj^llaesons ssndBtone, mixed with vegetable 
i:i(.nTd, but more to the peculiarity of its climate. 
Tiie iugh clilfs which bound it to the west, keep 
off tho scorching winds which reach other parts 
of tiu ooaat from that quarter, and tlie woistore of 
tiie Mn»lnwM intempted by tliein is oondensed, 



falling tu gentio ttiiowera. Foi' this reason, it is 
not subject to tiio long and frequent droughts 
that oorar in other parts of New South Wales. 

These droughts are sometimes of such long 
contimiance, that we at one time read of the whole 
country having been burnt op for want of rain, a 
famine threatened, and the sheep and eatlle paidi> 
ing in immense numbers. » 

These have been succeeded by long-continued 
rains, whieli have raised the rivers thirty or forty 
feet, flooded the whole countrv, deluged the towns 
and villages, and oompletely destroyed the crops. 
Such floods carry with them houses, bams, stacks 
of grain, &.C., drown the cattle, and even the in> 
habitants are in some cai^es saved only by l)eing 
taken fi-om the tops of tlieii- houses in boats. 

The year of oiu' visit, Mi'M, added another in- 
st-aneo to tlie list of disast«ni of the latter kind ; 
and the published aecounM state that twenty tboa- 
aand sheep were loet in the valley of Ae Hawicee- 
bury by the floods. Such evils indeed appear to 
be of frequent occurrence, and the settler in New 
South Wales has to euntsnd with the elements m 
an unusual degree. 

Such disasters are equally injurious to the luis- 
baudiu:tn and tlie wool-grower; lor the same cause 
that destroys the crops, also carries off the stock, 
so that it is only the large capitalist who ean suc- 
cessfully struggle against or overcome such ad- 
verse circumstances. It is some recompense for 
ttlis state of things, that one or two favourable 
yean will oompletely repay all former losses ; and 
it is due to the perseverance and industry of the 
inhabitants of New South Wales to say, that 
they liavti already, in spite of the difficulties they 
have had to eneoonler, made it one of the meet 
flourishiuj; colonics on tho globe. 

In buaiiuub di'oughl, the flocks and herds are 
driven into the interior. The yeai* of our visit 
(1I13B) was aeoounted a wet unhand eome parts 
of the sandstone dbtrlet which pcoduced good 
crops of grain • in drier aeaaons would have been 
dry to bai'renness. 

In such a elimate it is not anrprising that there 
are hardly any streams that merit the name of 
rivers. It is jucessary to guajd against being 
misled by the inspection of maps of the country, 
aud fonmng from them the idea that it is we'll 
watoed. 8n6h an impressioD would be erroneous, 
and yet the maps are not iimccurate ; streams do 
at times exist in the places where they are laid 
down on the maps, but for the greater part of 
every year iu> more is to be seen than the beds or 
courses, in which, during the season of floods, or 
after long-continued rains, absolute torrents of 
water flow, but wfaioh will within the short space 
of a month a|^ beeome a string of deep pools. 
Were it not for this peculiar provision of nature, 
the country for the greater part uf the year would be 
without water, and, consequently, uniuiiabitable. 

The prineipal rivers which are found to the east 
of the Bine Mountains are, the Hunter, George, 
Shoalbani, and IIa« kesbury. None of these streams 
are navigable further than the tide flows in the 
estoariesi, which sometimea extend twenty or thirty 



* In the diluTial flats along the rivers, the wheat crop (■ 
usually at>oui twenty the bu<ihel> to the acre. Forty to 
forty-0*e buabeto hsTS becu obtained, but aucb oiops am 
vciyi 
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miles inland, for b«yond them ttuy aru usunlly no 
more than tweoty inehes in deptli. Each of tlieiie 
Htrcaaw In^ nuiderous tribotaries, which draia » 
lai^e ftTM of ooDntry, and during heavy raiiw die 
main branches are suddenly swelled, and caviso the 
floods which have been spoken of. To the west 
of the mounll^llB^ the water-courses are of a very 
different character. The Darliut;, for instance, 
through a course of seven huiuireJ miles, does nut 
receive a single tributary, although it in saiii to 
drain an extent ef sixty thoosoud square miles. 
It posMsses tiM either ohanuiter whieh hM been 
menti n. K of being frequently reduced to a mere 
siring of pools. The Darling, Momimbidgee, and 
La^Httt, unite about one hwidred miles from the 
ocean, and their joint stream is known by tho 
name of the Murray, which after passing through 
Lake Alexandria, enters tlio sea at Encounter Bay. 
The snrfkee drained by these streams is about two 
fanndred and fifty thoassnd square miles. 

Anotlier remarkable occurrcnee ohserved in these 
western waters, is tho disappearance of a river in 
swampy landa, where, as is supposed, it is swallowed 
up by the caverns in the limestone rocks. This ia 
the case with the Macquarie, wliich has ila sonroe 
near Bathurst. 

Aooording to all acoounts, salt in very generally 
difftaaed throughout New South Wales, and even 
all Australia. It has been reported as boinf: found 
in masses in the sandstone, but iio spcciuicnii of it 
were obtained by the expedition. Scarcely a well 
is dug in the interior wUeh is not brackish ; and, 
according to Major Hitehell, Captain Sturt, Oxley, 
and otliers, many of the rivers are quite saline in 
parts of their course. The northern tributaries 
of tiie Hunter and Darling are instances of this. 

The lakes are also said to be saline, and in S'lnic 
instances sufficiently strong to afi'ord a lar^e and 
profitable yield of salt ; but being very far in the 
interior, and without the means of tninaportation, 
they are of little value. Akng the south coast of 
Australia, eueli lakes are described as existing 
near the sea, and may possibly prove of aoiuQ value 
to that portion of New Holland. 
. Lead and iron have been found in small quanti- 
ties ; the depositii of the former arc all tritiing. 
Those of the latter afford too impure an omji and 
not in anffieient abundance, to be worked. 

nrinerals stated to be found In Australia, 
specimens of which were prueured for tho expedi- 
tion, are chalcedony, agateii, jasper, quartz, augite, 
and stilbite; feldspar, arragonite, gypsum, chlorite, 
mica in granite ; sulphur and alum, galena and 
plumbago, magnetic iron, iron pyrites, and basalt. 
Fossils niqirar to he eonlineJ to 



localitiea, but are by no means rare. 

ColnmuB of baaafi of great regularity are found 
nn tlie coast of Illawam, but the anicnhttiona are 

ail plane. 

The water n much impregnated with alum and 
iron, and its use Is avoided by tlie inliabitantSk 

Deserts covered with saline plants are said to be 
freqn rM!l\ met with. 

The climate of Australia may be considered 
generally as very dry; the irregularity of the rains, 
and the nature of the ^nii, nil prove that it is so ; 
yet the aridity is not mariied, iia m other countries, 
by * general tendency in tlie plants to produce 
thorns, although the peculiarity of the vegetation 
makes tlie dryness apparail ill other ways» fVom 



all accriunt^, New South Wales is subject to «s 
great atmospheric vicissitudes aa the middle 
United States. For a aeries of years, droughts 
will occur, wbidi in 'turn give place to years' of 

sticccssive floods, and these prevail to an extent 
that can hardly be credited, were it not that the 
account haa been received from good anthorify. 
As a strikinfT instance of it, Oxley, in his exploring 
journeys into tho interior, in IBIJ, found the 
wmntry every where overflowed, so as to prevent 
him from proceeding ; while Mitcbeli« in 1895, In 
the same districts, was contmnaUy m danger of 
perishinj:^ from thirst. The latter states that he 
found unios (or fresli-water mussels) sticking in 
the banks of rivers and ponds above the level of 
tho water ; and akk» des4 treea and aaplinga in 
similar situations. 

This allerMate ehange must exert a groat in- 
fluence on the productions of tlie soiU the rivers 
ceasing to flow, and thehr bede becoming aa it were 
dry, with the exception of the pools heretofore 
spoken of, must likewise have an influence. The 
prevailing westerly winds sweep with force over 
the whole country, blighting all they touch. The 
•eflfeet of these hot winds is remarkable, for they 
will in a few houi^s entirely destroy the crops by 
extracting all the moisture from the grain, even 
after it is formed, and almost ready for harveet; 
and tho only portion that is left is that whieh has 
been sheltered by trees, hedges, or fences. They 
thus destroy the prospect of the husbandman when 
his crope are ready for the siekle. It is thought, 
and I riionld imagine with reason, that were the 
Blue Mountains a more lofty range, this would not 
be the eas(% as they would have a tendency to con- 
tinue the supplies to the streams throughout the 
year, by the condensation of tho vapour from tho 
sea. 

These hot winds come from the direction of the 
Blue Mountains, and what seems renMrkable, are 
not felt on the other ride of the mountains, or in 

their immediate vicinity. Yet the extent between 
tho coast and the mountains is not sufficient to 
produce these wmda, being only forty-five miles; 
and if they proceed from the interior, they must 
pass over those motmtains, an eievati«)U iji some 
1 places of three thousand four hundred feet. Their 
great destructiveness IS undoubtedly caused by 
their capacity for moisture, altbongh few obsennt> 
tions havo as yot (as far T w-.ifi able to obtain 
information) been made upon them, except in rela- 
tion to the blight they occasion. It lias been found 
that fields which have a line of woods on the side 
whence they blow, escape injuiy. The harvest 
immediately on the line of the coast docs not suffer 
so much, beine exempted in part from their wither- 
ing influence by the moisture that fa imbibed from 
the sea. 

There is a portion of this country that is an ex- 
ception to the general rule of aridity, namely, the 
district of Illawarra. This forms a belt of from 
one to ten miles wide, and has tho range of the 
Kangaroo Hills just }>ehlnd it, of one thousand feet; 
these are sufficiently high at this distance from the 
coast to condense the moisture, and also to protect 
the district from the bltgihting oflhets of the blasts 
from the interior. 

One is entirely unprepared fur the alleged facta 
in relation to this oounti;y; for instance, Mitchell 
in his journey to f^ MWUl Mid west, during the 
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tour months, witnessed i>o pi-ecipitatiou of 

moisture except frosts in tho morniuga, and the 
thermometer wia often below the freeciiu; point. 
Viol«n( winds oeetir, wfaidi haTe obtuned tiie name 

of bncii-fielders. They are nothing more than a 
kind of gust, peculiar to tho environs of Sydney, 
after a sultry day. During one of these gusts little 
or no rain fall;*, tli()u;;li tlic ^ind frequently ap- 
proachts a hurritaiiL- in force. These winds get 
their name from bringing the dust from the brick- 
iieidai formerly in tbe aoburba of Sydney, but 
whieb at« now abnoat antbrely bnilt orer. The 
temperature during; the Idow generally falls twrnty 
or twenty-five degrees, in the f^pace of as many 
mmvtea; tbe dwt ia v«iy Ry^'^U and the wind so 
strong, aa to cause apprehension lest the houses 
Rhould be nnroofed, or tbe chimneys thrown down. 
Our ^(aiuhird barometer was carefully watched 
during the coining on of two of these gusts, and 
found to &]] O'SOO in., fte fiiafc time, and tha 
second only 0 020 in. ; but tho temperature fell 
each time about ten degrees. They were not, 
however, true briek-lleldef8» or such as a vesident 
would so denominate. 

Snow lias been known to fait in Sydney, but bo< 
rarely, that we \v<-re tdd some df tlie iidiabitants 
were doubtful as tt> its nature. On the mountains 
it is not imoommoii, and in the winter Season is 
always scon on those in the New England district, 
which, although three or four degrees to tbe north- 
ward of Sydney, enjoys a much cooler climate. 

I found at Svdnev a great variety of opmiooa 
existing about the oinate. During our stay, the 
weather was unfavonrablo for alt .isironomical ob- 
servations, and almost tho whole tinio cloudy or 
rainy. It was araosittf to find many of tboae to 
w hom I had the pleasure of an introduction, apo- 
logizing for the badness of t)ic weather. It brought 
f'iri'ibly to my recollection, the fault that Captain 
Basil Hall finds with tbe people of tbe United 
States, but was fiur from being annoying to me. I 
have but little doubt tliat the climate is, generally 
f<(>eakin^, a healthy one, and nut unlike that of 
si*iue parts of OUT own country. The colony is 
Btibjeet to ooeasional epidemles^ and from the beat 
information I could procure, it is thought tliat tiie 
mortality is about one in forty-three; this may be 
called a very small proportion, when one takes into 
< ti^^iideratiaii the great quantity of ardent spirits 
that is con<5umcd. 

The general appcirauce of the vegetation of 
New South Wales prewnts many peculiarities. The 
character of ita produetiona is totally distinct from 
tliose of the other ptwtions of the globe. The gum 
tree.s, Norfolk pines, and those of Moreton Bay, at- 
tract attention from their scattered appearance, 
and peculiar foliage. All tltesc have a dark and 
sombre hue. A remark made by one of our gentle- 
men is characteristic of the former, " that they 
were f^IitiRts ot trees." The leaves being set edge- 
wise causes this appearance, and in consequence 
give little or no shade. Iliis peculiar podticn of 
the leaf h more conspicuous in the eucalypti than 
iu other genera, for in them the leaves are all 
pendan^ while the leaves in tlie otlier gsneva are 
usually uprigh^ rigid, and somewliat aa may be 
seen m the acaciaa and other tribes. It was 
•tbseiTed that ho\.h surfaces of the leaves were 
uioch alike, having as it were, two upper surfaces. 
Whethar any pb^ological purpose tun been aa- 



bigned for such au airangement I have uut been 
informed. 

Among the most singular of the productions of 
AuMralia are the wooden pears, as they are mlled. 
These have a cloSa external resenibhince to the 
fruit whoso name they bear, but are ligneous 
within. Another of the fruits is a cbmry, whose 
stone is external, and would be similar to our fruit 
of that name were the ktrnel in it.s proju r phiee. 
The jiit adiiciTS firmly to the pulp, whieh is of the 
size of a pistuUbullet, but the fruit shrinks when 
ripe to that of a budt-duyt. The pear grows on a 
low shrub, the cheny on a large bush. 

I havti before remarked how diflferent tbe " forest," 
so called in New South Wales, is from what is un- 
derstood by the term elsewhere. Tho want of close 
growth is not the only remarkable appearance, but 
tho absence of all dccny< d foliage is also extraor- 
dioaxy. Tbe ground is clear of any fallen leaves, 
and every tiring betokens that perennial verdure ia 
here tbe order of things. These two features com- 
bined, give tbe for^btii of Australia the air of a 
neatly-kept park. Annual plants, (if ao they can 
bo called,) abound iu tbe forea^ requiriiig, it ia 
said, more than a single year to bring their seeds 

to maturity. There w i re iiu tiu. 'ea we were told of 
cro{»s of grain remaining three years in the ground. 
A few plants found in etiier parts of the world, arc, 
it is w ell known, only bronKbt into existence after a 
lapse of years, and others give repeated crops during 
the same year. Tiiat these types, so rare in other 
cotmtries, should be abundant in Australia, ia not 
Rmaritabte, when it is eo»sidei«d that they are but 
instances of an almost complete diversity 1 fv ; ijn 
the natural litbtory of this country and that of otlior 
regions. 

The remark, that tbe leaves of tlie trees are wood, 
and their wood, iron, is not inappropriate to most of 
tho plants of lliis conntr}'. It is not, however, to be 
inferi'cd tliat all tiie pUnts are diflfereut from those 
of other eountries ; so fiup from this being the case, 
a considerable admixture of ordinary forms was 
met with. Among Ihciie were a gi'eat variety of 
grsases, some of which were before conbidercd to 
be neeidiar to North America. Many other forms, 
decidedly North American were also met with ; a 
circumstance whieli, frun> tlie difference of geogra- 
phical position, distance, and climate, was not to be 
expected. 

All seem to have been stmiek with the apparent 
monotony of the scenery, foliage, and Hora, alUiough 
ill reality the latter presents great variety. The 
general sentiment was, that they were fatigued by 
it, which is not a tittle surprising, as the Australian 
fiora rivals in number of species that of Bnizil. 
This feeling may he accounted for by the over- 
powering impn M ]. that is made by the gum trees, 
whose foli<ige is of a dark sombre green. There is 
also something in the general absence of under- 
brush ; and the trees are so distant from one 
another that there is no need of roads^ so that a 
oarrtage w.iy drive any where. 

The tre- s are in general tall in proportion to 
their diameter, witit an umbrella top, and have the 
appearance of being thinly dad ik Itflfagtt. No 
woody vinea are to be seen, nor any parasitic 
plants. In many places a stunted growth of de- 
tached shrubs, called in tlie colony "serub," exists, 
which might be termed one of their forests" iu a 
dwarf diapsb 
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In the iliawari u district a totally distinct stiitt; of 
tilings exists. Here is to be found all the luxu- 
rinitce of (he tropic«->loftjr palma, Mnong tbem tlie 
cory|>ha aastnlis, with t^«ftnw of two or more 
varieties, different species of iicua, a scandent pipr i', 
and very many vines. The forest of this district is 
thick, and alive with animal life. 

Tins (liHtri-t nb nit fifty miles long, and fonns 
a semicircul:ir !u e;t about liiii tv miles in its greatest 
width. The peculiarity of (lie situation of thin dis- 
trict would tend to show what would bAve been the 
probable state of New Holland, or rstber its east- 
ern side, if the mountjuiis were siilTiciently high to' 
intercept the moisture of ihu ocean, and prevent 
tbe access to it of the dry hot winds AtNU tlie 
interior. Illawarra may be termed tlie granary of 
New South Wales ; here the erops seldom, if ever, 
fail, and ai o very abundant. 

Tbe soil of Sydney cousbts of black mouldy 
nixed with » dean white ssiid. The quantity of 
sand is siicli, as in the dry seasons to affect the 
vegetiitiuu. Tbia saud, 1 understood, is now cx- 
[Ktrted to England at • grent prefiti being found a 
valoable article in the mannfiictam of plate glass. 
This soil, however, is made to yield a plentifuTsop- 
ply of fruits and vegetables; and tlio display oxlil- 
bited at the horticultural exhibition was highly 
oreditable, not only for the perfection to which tile 
productions bad been brought, but for their great 
variety. The exhibition was held in the large mar- 
ket-house in George Street, whicii was tastefullji' 
decorated for the oecssion with branches and fee- 
tnoDs of flowers. In front of tiie doer was an areh 
formed of beautiful flowers, with tlie motto, "Ad- 
vance Australia I " surmouuled by a crown, and 
the letters V. R. in yellow flowexs* Behii^ tliis the 
band was stationed, which, on our entrancsi, strucic 
up Yankee Doodle. Tickets were sent to the con- 
sul for those bclon^iii i; to the squadnju. There - 
were a great many South American plants in pots. 
A praninm was reerired for tropeeolum penta* 
phylhtm, inaurandya harclayana, and for two ^^^i^c- 
cies of calceolaria. There were likewise amaryilis 
belladoniut and nmbd1atl^ bouvwdin triphylla, 
cobasa scandcns, and several passifloras, and a 
variety of hyacinths, dahlias, toberoees, &o., all 
fine. 

The grapes exhibited were beautiful, and some 
of them hi very large elasters. Nectarines, peaches, 
apples, pears, small orifv^os, shaddoclc", pine- 
apples, chcsnuts, and walnuts, were also in abun- 
dance. 

After viewing the £nut we examined the vegeta- 
bles, wliieh ooiuisted of potatoes, earrots, turnips, 

very !aro;e punipkius, cucumbers, cabbages of dif- 
ferent kinds and very line, particularly the curled 
Savoy and early York, tomatoes, oelcry, squashes, 
vegetable maiTow, beets, capsicums, and bcruis. 

After the vegetables cauic specimens of native 
\vine8, and a silver cup was givou as a premium 
for the best. Tbe white wine resembled hock in 
taste ; the red, cUret. The dimate is ihonght to 
be favourable to the production of the grape. The 
first wine made in the colony was by Mr. Blaxlaud, 
on his estate at Newingtou. 

The grains grown in tbe colony are, wheat, nc, 
bariey, Indian corn, and oats. The wheat yields 
from six to twenty-five busluds to the a'.-re, and 
Hoine low ground as hisb oa thirty -five bushels. Its 
weight per buabd is ucty-two pomida. The ecope 



uf this grain are subject to groat tluctuationg, and 
the mtml promising appeaiwiee may hi » sId^ 
day be entirely destroyed. 

Tobacco has been euMvatsd, and it is thought 
will succeed ; but the frsquBBl frosts Mttier U 
a very uncertain crop. 

Cotton has been atteuptsd, hnt with little soe^ 
cess. The value of pastumj^p, and its profif.iblo 
yield in sheep-walks, will lout; be a bar to the 
extensive! cullivatiun of an}' plants that require 
much labour in tlteir production. Our horti- 
^ cultmrist remarks, that d»erri«a do not auceeed 
w cll, being affected by the dry cutting winds wllieh 
occur in tlie blossoming season. 

The orange, citron, and lemon trees preaent a 
scraggy and yellow appearanee, and produce small 
and insipid fruit, in comparison with that of the 
tropics. Peaches thrive, and grow in large (juan- 
tities, and of high flavour. Every farmer has his 
peach orchard; and the fruit is so plentifhl that 
they fatten their pigs on tliem. 

The natives of Australia arc fast disiappeariiig. 
The entire aboriginal population has been estimated 
as high as two hundred thousand ; this estimate is 
fotmdcd on the soppodtion that the nnexplorsd 
regions of the country do not differ materially from 
tliat part of it which is known, which caimot well 
be the case. Other estinutes, and probably much 
nearer the truth, are givenat from sixty to seventy- 
five thousand. 

The ravages of intoxication and disease, combined 
witli tlieir occasional warfare, will readily account 
for the rapid disappearance of tbe native popahi- 
tion; and but a few more years will suffice for tlic 
now scanty population to become extinct. lu li^Ua, 
the Burvejor-general, Mitchell, estimated that in 
about one-aeventh of tbe whole colony, which he 
had examined, tbe natives did not exceed nx 
thousand in number ; they are in many parts most 
wretched-looking beings, and incorrigible begnrs : 
tiie moment they see a strangw, he is ntiriy 
tormpntcd to give Romething; a Rliilling or a six- 
pence conbcutH many, and when laid out for rum, 
or bread, is shared by nil present* 

Tlie introduction of European arts has caused 
but litde improvement, white tiie vices which 
accompany them have been the bane of the native 
IK>pulation, which has thus acquired a fondness for 
ai'dent spirits and tobacco. The natives usually 
lead a wandering, vagabond life, banging about the 
houses of the settlers where they :irc well treated, 
and doing little jobs for a slight recompense in the 
above articles. Their habitationa are more tempo- 
rary sbeltne, ibrmed of iioughs and baric piled up 
against the stunij) of a fallen tree, rather to shield 
them from the wind than lor a regular habitation; 
the reason for this may be, Aat owing to Sttpeiv 
stitious scruples they never encamp in one spot 
three nights in succession. At iUawaii^, their 
huts were made by setting two forked sticks up- 
right, on which anotlier was laid horiaontally; on 
the hiiter, one end of pleess of bark, taken firom 
the nearest gum tree, is laid, while the other end 
rests upon the ground. A fire is built on the open 
side, which not only warms them, but keeps off 
the myriads of musqnitoes and other insects. As 
many as can enter such a hut, take shelter in 
it, lying upon the soft bark of the ti tree. 

The natives of Australia differ from any other 
nuse of men, in featuros^ eooploxien, habits^ and 
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langnageb Their ootonr and features aMitnilnte 

thrm to tlic African type ; their long, black, 
silk^ hair liaa a resoniblaiicc to the Malays ; in 
their language they api)roxir»at<? more nearly to 
our Amerioui Indians ; while Uiere is much in 
their phyaieal tc»itB» mMinen, and v nk a aa , to 
which no analogy eaa be Inwed in anj other 
l)eople, 

Th^y are diffiealt to manage, taking olftiiee 
easily when they are ill-treated ; and if any one 
attempts to control, thwart, or restrain their 
wandiring habits, they at once resort to the 
woods, and resume their primitive mode o£ life, 
subsisting upon fish, grubs, benries, and ocea- 
sionally enjoying a feast of I n nrrnmn or opossum- 
flesh. They eat the l»rvi£ ot all kinds of insects 
with great gusto. Those who reside upon the 
coast, fish with or spean, whieh are moaiiy 
three-pronged ; ttiey have no fiah-books of their 
own manufacture. 

When they feel that they have been injured by 
a white settler, they gratify th^ revenge by spear- 
ing his cattle ; and it is said upon good authority, 
that not a few of the whites, even of the better 
claKs, will, wlicn thoy can do so with impunity, 
retaliate in the blood of tliese wretched natives ; 
and it hi to be regretted that they are not very 
< -nip'iious in diatinginriiing the goil^ from the 

innocent. 

The natives of New South Wales are a proud, 
high-tempered race : each man is independent of 
his neighbour, owning no superior, and exacting 
no deference ; they have not in their lan<;nage any 
word signifying a chief or superior, nor to com- 
numd or aerre. Eaeh individaal n the source 
of his own comforts, aiH thn nrti'ioor of liis own 
household implements and weapuna ; and l)ut for 
the love of companionship, he might live with 
hie &mdlf apart and isolated from the rest, with- 
out saeniletng any advantages whatever. They 
' i\ • ail air if hfturrhtiness and insolence arising 
from this independence, and nothuig will induce 
them to aeknowledge any human being aa their 
superior, or to show any marks of respect. In 
illustration of this, Mr. Watson the missionary is 
the only white man to whos^e natne they jirefix 
** Mr.," and this he thiul;8 is chiefly owing to the 
habit aeqtnred when children nnder bis authority. 
All ofhei-s, of whatever rank, they address by their 
Christian or snmame. This does not proceed from 
ignorance on their part, as they are known to 
understand the distinctions of rank among the 
whites, and are continually witneaateg the anb- 
Hcrvienee and respect exacted among them. They 
appear to have a consciousness of independence, 
which oanssa them on all oeoaslons to treat even 
the highest with equality. On hcinj^ n-sked to 
work, they usually reply, " White fellow work, 
not black fellow ;" and on entering a room they 
never remain standing, but immediately asat 
Ihemselvea. 

They have not, properly spoaking, any distribu- 
tion ioto tribes, in their contlicts, those speaking 
the same language, and who bave fought side by 
side, are frequently drawn up in battle-array 
against each other, and a short time after may 
he again seen acting together. Their contiicta, 
for they do not deserve the name of wars, are 
eondueted after the lUlowiiig maimer. The quar- 
rel or niMmdflntan^g genmlly arises fieom 



some trivial affair; when the aggrieved party 
assembles his neighbours to consult them relative 
to the course to be pui-sued. The general opi- 
nion having been declared, a messenger is sent 
to announce their iuteittion to commence hostili- 
ties to the opposite party, and to fix a day for 
the combat. The latter immediately as'^cmble 
tlieir friends, and make preparations for the &p- 
proaehuig contest. The two parties on the day 
assigned meet, aeeonpamed by the women and 
children. The first onset is made by the oldest 
women (hags they might be termed) vituperating 
the opposite side. Then a warrior advances, and 
several throws of spears take place. These are 
parried witli t u !i dexterity, for all the natives 
possesB grea t, art and skill in avoiding mibbilcs with 
their shields. This exchange of missiles con- 
tinues for some time, and not nnirequently ends 
wiihont any fatal nmlt. When one of either 
party is kill-^ 1, n. separation takes place, succeeded 
by another course of recrimination, after which 
explaiiatitms are made, the aflair terminates, and 
hostility is at an end; the two parties meet ami- 
cably, bury the dead, and join in the corrobory 
dance. 

These dances are not only the usual close of 
thdr CMnbata, bat are frequent in time of peaee. 

Thry appear almost necessary to stir up their 
blood ; and under the excitement they p»x)duce, 
the whole nature of tlie people se»ms to be 
changed. To a Kkcctatur the effect of one of 
these exhibitions almost equals that of a tragic 
melodrame. 

A suitable place for the performance is selected 
in the neighbourhood of their huts. Here a fire 
is built by the women and boys, while such of the 
men nH aru to take a share in the exhibition, 
usually about twenty in number, disappear to 
arrange their persons. When tbcee preparations 
are completed, and the fire bums brightly, the 
performers are seen advaneiiig in the <;uise of 
|s many skeletons. This etfect is produced by 
means of pipe-clay, with which they paint bmad 
white lines on their arms and legs, antl on the 
head, while others of less breadth nrc di-awn 
across the body, to correspond to the ribs. The 
music consists in beating time on tlieir stiidds, and 
singing, and to it the movem«it8 of the dancers 
confonii. It must not be supposed tliat this ex- 
hibition in a, dance in our sense uf liio word, nor is 
it like any thing that we saw in the South Sea 
Islands. It consists of violent and odd movements 
of the arms, legs, and body, contortions and violent 
mupcular actions, amounting almost to frenzy. The 
peribnners appear more like a child's pastebuard 
supple^adi tama any thing human in their move- 
ropnts. 

Thia action continues for a time, and then the 
skeletons, for so I may term them, for they truly 
resemble them, eudd^y seem to vanish and re- 
appear. Tlie disfippeamnoe is effected by merely 

turning romid, f r flu ni iir. s urr ] ainted (tnly in 
front, and their dusky forms are lost b^ mingling 
with the dark back-ground. The trees illuminated 
by the fire, are brought out with somo of the 
figures in bold relief, while others were indistinct 
i and ghost-like. All concurred to give an air of 
wildness to the strange scene. As the dance pro- 
ceeds, the excitement inereaaes, and those who a 
short time brfere appeared onfy half alive, 
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full of animation, and finaUjr were obliged to atop 
from exlianstton. 
Their weapons are tile spear, club, or nulla- 

II iilla, boomereiig, <]uu<luin< !, and the bundi. Thi ir 
spcnrs arc about ten feet lung, and very slender, 
tiindc oi caiie or wood faperinir to n point, wliieh is 
barbed. Tliey are light, and one would scarcply 
be inclined to believe tliut tlu>y could be darted 
uitl) any force; nor could they without the aid of 
the wammera, a straight flat stick, three feet in 
length, terminating in a aoelcet of l>one or hide, 
into whieh tho end of the spear is fixed. The 
wainniera is grasped in tho right hand by three 
fingeiN, the spear lying betwcm the fore-finger 
and thumb. Previous to throwing it, a tremulous 
or vibratory motion is given to it, which is sup- 
posed to add to the accuracy of the aim ; in pro- 
jecting the spear, the wammera is retained in the 
nand, and tiie nse of this simple oontrivaaoe adds 
lirsatly to tho projectile force given to the spear. 
They are well-practised in tlie use of these weapons. 

The nulla-nuUa, or uta, is from tliirty to thirty- 
six inches in length, the iiandle being of a sixe to 
be eonveniently grasped. 

The dunduuiel is a weapon used by the natives 
of tlie interior ; it has a carved flat liandle thirty 
inehes in length, and terminates in a projection 
not unlike a hatchet; it is thrown from the hand 
before coming to close quarters, and usually at a 
very short distance. 

But tlie moat extniordinaiy weapon is the 
boomereng. This is a flat stick, three feet long 
and two inches wide by three- (juartei-s of an inch 
tliick, curved or crooked in the centre, forming an 
obtuse angle. At first sight one would conclude 
it was a wooden sword, very rudely and chnnsily 
made; indeed one of the early navigators took it 
for 8ucli. It is an implement used both for war 
and in the chase. In the hands of a native it is 
a missile «ffi«knt for botii, and is made to describe 
some most extraordinary curves and movements. 

As a defence, they use a shield made of the 
Aick bark of the gum tree ; this they call hiele- 
mara. It is peculiar in shape, and on the cca- 1 
three feet long by six or eight inches wide, wuli a 
handle in the centre; it is made rounding. Those 
in tho intwior are onl/ a three-homered piece of 
wood, with a hole on each (tide, through whidi the 
hand ia thurst. The .size of the latter is smaller, 
being only two feet long and three or four inches 
broad. It would seem almost imposdble that so 
Kinall a shield shoidd be Rufficient to guard the 
body of a mau ; and nothing but their qutcknesa 
of eye and hand could make it of tMtf inlne as a 
protection against tho spear or duh. 

Tho mode m which uie natives climb tra«i was 
OOnsidsred extraordinary by those who witnessed 
it, althouKh they had been accustomed to the feats 
of the Polynesians in the assent of the cocoa-nut 
trees. The Australians mount a tree four or five 
feet in diameter, both with rapidity and safety. 
As they climb they cut notches above them, with 
a stone or metal luUchet, largo enough to admit 
two of their toei^ which ave inserted in them, and 
support their weight until other holes are cut. 

The social system and intercourse of the Aus- 
tralians is rsgidated by cnsfenn alene. As no 
system of government exists^ or any aoknowledg- 
ment of power to enact Iaws» tiiey sxesoklj guided 
bjr old mage, and can giro no aceoimt miatover 
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of its ori^n. The uiuvetaai reprobation of their 
associates, which follows a breach of ancient cus- 
toms, has a strong tendency to preserve a strict 
observance of them. Many of these customs 
Struck us as remarkable; those that have not been 
actually seen by the officers of tlie expedition, hare 
been described by poasoa entitled to the fiilleat 

credit. ' 

Tlie custom (tome the langunp;e of the settlers) 
** of making young men" is singular. When the 
boys reach the age of fourteen, or that of puberty, 
the elders of the tribe prepare to initiate them 
into the privileges of manhood. A night or two 
previous, a dismal cry is heard hi m» woods, 
which the boys arc told is the Biilfli calling for 
them. Thereupon all the men of the tribe set off 
for some secluded spot, previously fixed upon, 
taking with them the boya or yontlis to be initiated. 
No white man is allowed to be pteseni, and the 
precise nature of the ceremony is thereffire un- 
known; but it is certain that the ceremonies are 
designed to try their courage, fortitude, aad the 
expcrtness of the boys in reference to their future 
employments in the clia^ie and in war. There is 
[)robably some difterenco in these ceremonies 
among Uio different tribes. The Wellington sta- 
tion, or those of tho interior, for instance, never 
knock out a ftont tooth, which is always done on 

the euabt. 

From the time the youths are iidtiated, they are 
required to yield implicit obedience to their elders. 
This is the only control that seems to prevail, and 
is very I'eijuisite to preserve order and harmony 
in their social intercourse, as well as to supply the 
plaoe of distinctions of rank among tiiem. 

The youths are likewise restricted to articles of 
diet, not beins allowed to eat eggs, tibh, or any of 
the finer Iiinds of opossum or liangaroo. Their 
fare is consequently of a very poor description, but 
as they grow older these restrictions ai-e removed, al- 
though at what age we have not learnt; but after 
having passed the middle age, they are entirely at 
liberty to partake of alL Tlie purpose of this is 
thought to be not only to accustom them to a 
simple and hardy way of living, but also that they 
should provide for the aged, and not be allowed to 
appropriate all to themselves. Selfishness is there- 
fore no part of their character, and all observers 
are struck with their custom of dividinj; any thing 
they may receive among each other, a disiutei-cbt- 
; edness that is seldom seen among civilized nations. 
To protect the morals of the youths, they are 
forbidden from the time of their inituitiou until 
their marriage to speak to or even to approach a 
female. They must encamp at a distance from 
them, and if, (lerchance, one is seen in the path- 
way, they are obliged to make a detour in order to 
avoid her. Mr. Watson stated he had been often 
put to great inoouTenienoe in travelling through 
the woods with a young native for his <j;uk! , as he 
could never be induced to approach au encamp- 
ment where there were any women. 

The ceremony of marriage is peculiar. In most 
cases the parties are betnthed at an early ase, 
and as soon as they arrive at the proper agSj, tiie 
young man claims his * gin' or wife. 

The women are considered as an article of pro- 
perty, and are sold or given away by the parents 
or nlatiyes without the least regard to their own 
wishes, Asfar asourobserration went, the women 
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appear to take little caro of tlicir cbildmii. Poly- 

Sjny exists, and tlu-y will frdjuoiitty f;ivc one of 
eir wives to a friend who may be iu want of oue; 
but notwithstanding this laxity they are extremely 
jealooi^Mid Me very prompt to resent any fraodom 
tak«n with th«r wive*. Their quarrob lor the 
naotit pai't arc occasioned by the fair sex, and being 
tlie cause, they usually arc the greatest sufft^irors; 
for the waddy is applied to their hewb in a riKj^t 
unmerciful atjle, and few old wonen mo to be 
seen who do not bear unqueetionabte nurlcB of the 
* hard usage they have roccIvLHl. Tlic hii&hnncl who 
suspects another of seducing his wife, eitlicr kills 
one or both. The aHiuv is takLu up by the tiibe, 
if the party bclonj^ to another, who inflict punish- 
Qieut on liiiu iu the fuUuwing manner. 

The guilty party is furnished with a shield, and 
made to stand at a auitable distance, and the whole 
tribe cast Iheir epeam at him; his cxpcrtneM and 
activity often enable hint to e.scapti any serious 
iojurj', but instances do occur in whi( h the partv 
is killed. Soeh ponishments are inflicted with 
^(vit formality, upon an appointed day, and the 
vshole tribe assemble to witness it The person 
nixst injiirod has the first throw, and it depends 
upon the feelinge of the tribo respecting the offence 
camnllted, whether they endeavour to do injury 
to the culprit or not; and thus it may 1 ' > tir [losed 
that there is some jut.1gntcnt evinced iu mis mode 
of punishment. 

The following acooimt of the burial of their dead 
was KoeiTcd from the missionaiy who was an eye- 
witness to it. He was called out one evening to 
see a native, who they said was dying. On re- 
pairing to the camp, he was too late, for the man 
WHS alriady dead, and not\> ithstanding the short 

aiace of time that bad claitsed, the corpse was 
ready wrapped up for burial. The lej^s had been 
bent at the knees and bips, and tied to the body, 
and the heed bent downwards towards the legs. 
In this position tho corpse was enveloped in a 
blanket, and bomid round w ith many ligatures, so 
as to form a shapeless lump. There wore abont 
fifty natives present^ seated within a small space in 
front. The women were raising dismal lamenta- 
tions and cutting themselves with sharp sticks; 
while the men were engaged in an eamcst consulta- 
tion as to the place which should be fixed upon for 
the burial. At len>;th it dL'tcrminuJ to be on 
tho banks of tlio ilac'iuaric, at no great distancu 
from the mission station. On the fullowin;^ day 
tlie missionary proceeded to the placoj and found 
that die natives had aheady cleared the gmsa from 
a space about twenty feet in diameter; in the centre 
of this tlie grave wa^i nmrked out, of an oval fjliapc, 
six feet long by three feet wide. After digging to 
the depth of about a foot, tlicy left a ledgo all 
around the grave of a few inches in width: the 
excavation, thus diminished in s^i/.e, was continued 
to the depth of five feet, the sides not being exactly 
perpendteular, hut sloping slightly inwaras. At 
the bottn!ii fif the grave 'v^s I ril a h^-'l • f 1 aves, 
covered wiili an opossum-skin eloak, and iiaviug a 
stufTed bag of kangaroo-skin for a pillow; on this 
couch the body was kUd, and the implements of 
hnnting and war which the deceased had used 
during his lifetime were laid beside him. Leaves 
and branches of bushes wore strewed over hiin, 
until the grave was filled up to thekdga «r slu if 
above meatimied. Acfoaa the giave were laid I 



strong stakes, with the ends resting on tliis ^-heif, 
and ()n tlu'se a layer of slnnes, which filit-d the In ic 
to llic level of the soil. The excavated earth was 
then put over the whole, forming a conical heap 
eight or nine feet high. The traes on each side 
were msrked with irr^lsr ineisions, but whether 
ui tended as symbols, or merely to identify the 
place cif sepulture, was not understood. All tho 
time this was going on fires were kept burning 
around the place, to drive away evil spirits, and 
the women and children uttered lend lamentations, 
iufhctin;; at the same time wounds upon themselves. 
When tho grave was cumplctcd, all the women 
and ehilthren were ordered away, and the mis- 
siijuary, perceiving that it wa«5 expected that he 
would do the same, retired aiMj. liis presumption 
was that they intended to give utterance to their 
grief, and that they were a^amed to do it in his 
presence, or before the women and children. 

The day after the burial tlx- natives visited every 
spot in which they rec(tllected to have seen the 
deceased, and Am&gated it, fur tlie purpose «f 
driviiw away the evil spirits. They even went 
into the missionaries* hou.ies, greatly to the annoy- 
ance of the ladies. 

Their stylo of mourning oonaists iu bedauUng 
themselves with pipe^y; and a mote hideous 
object than an old woman thus tricked out can 
hardly be conceived. The body and limbs are 
streaked with it, and the face completely covered 
as with a maak, m whiok luriea are left fur tlte 
eyes, nos^ls, and month. The Msak ia gradually 
removed, until the last that is nCfl eff iiis a sniall 
patch on the top of the head. 

They have some idea of a fulttre state, alilxtugh 
some assert that the whole mau di>'s, nnd that 
nothing is left of him; while otliei-s arc of opinion 
that Ills -^pii it yet iivt'S, either as a wandering ghost 
or in a state of metamoif hosis, animating a bird 
or other creature of a lower order than man. 

During our stay at Sydney, a convict-ship ar- 
rived; and beiu^ desirous of obtaining a view of 
her accommodations, and the mode of treating the 
convicts, 1 visited bfr. This vessel was prepared 
exjiressly for the imrpose. Between decks, a 
stri ng grated harrieade, well spiked with ii'on, is 
buiit across the ship at the steei-age bulkhead. 
This affords the oAoers a free view of all that ia 
going on among the prisoners. 

Bunks for sleeping arc pkccd on each bide all 
the way to the bow, resembling those m a guai-d- 
room. Each of these will aceommodate five per- 
sons. There is no outlet hut through a door in the 
steerage bulkhead, and this is always giuu deil by a 
sentry. Li^ht and air are admitted through the 
hatches, which are wdl and strongly grated. Tho 
guard is under the command of a Rcrgeant, and is 
accommodated in the steerage, the whole being 
under tho ordei's of a surgeon, whose duty it is to 
superintend and regulate every thing Uiat relates 
to the prisoners, inspect the ship daily, and ad- 
minister punishment, even imto death it necessary. 
The surgeon also has control over the master uf 
the vcsmI and his regulations. The maater and 
mateik <m receiviiw a certificate fnnn the surgeon, 
are allowed a small sura for every convict lauded, 
in addition to their pay. 

The criminals have prison fare, and aro supplied 
with wooden-ware for tiieir eating utensih^ which 
are kept in a very uiee order. The ^uarternleclc 
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is barricadoe4 near the maiu-mast, nbaft of wliich 
all the arms and accouti-emciits of tho gMurd aiul 
vessel arc kept. The master aad officers axe 
mnutUy lodged in the poop^!•bill. The priioimni 
are habituated to the discipline of the ship, on 
board tho hulks, before leiiving England. The 
umial, and most effectual, punialmMBt toot niabe- 
hftvkmr ia to place the eulprit in m mmm box on 
deek, In which he is compelled to stand erect. 
Tills |mnislinient Is said to be cffochial In rcihiciiig 
the must rtfractory male convicts to order, but it 
was iiiit found so cffieactuim in the female convict- 
ship ; for, when put dn t\w box, thoy would bawl 
so loudly, and use their toni;uLM su frtely, tliat it 
Vtiis found necessary to increase the punishment 
by placing a cistern of water on the top of the 
box. This was tamed over upon those who per- 
sist in ustiiiT their tongues, and acted on tho occu- 
pant as a sliower-bath, the cooling effect of vthich 
was always and quickly effieemoas in quieting 
them. I was informed that more than tNvo Huch 
showers were nercr required to subdue the most 
turbulent. 

I was struck with tho ruddy, healthy, and ath* 
lelic looks of the young conviela that were ar- 
riving, and from their deportment and conntc- 
iiancus I should hardly have been inclined to 
believe that they h»A been the perpoteaton of 
heinooe orimes. 

I am not at an mrpriMd that many of the set- 
tlers i f til. <■ Injiy should be oi)i>osed tu tlie chanp;e 
in the asiiigument system ; for when such a line 
body of men is aeen, tho reason is eaeUy under- 
stood, as the po«'ie'<sioa of sueh Btron5» and hale 
persons to all lulcnta and pui-puses aa silavcs, and 
at the expense of their maintenance alone, must be 
venr luctative to those requiring labourers. I am, 
on the other hand, at a Icm to eoneeive how the 
assignment system can ho lix)ked upon in any (her 
light than as a great evil, which must be ubol l i '1 
if it be designed to make the inhabitants of N w 
South Wales a moral community, and to reform 
the convicts. It acts most unequally on the ])ar- 
ties, and is a ban-icr to tho reformation that 
the punishment of transportation is intended to 
effect. 

The convicts on arriving are sent to tho barracks 
at Sydney. The government selects from them 
wich mechanics as KK nqvired for the public scr- 
viee^and then the nmHfoaaappliGante for labourers 
are Mtpplted. Thoee aaiigned to prifate employers 
are »cnt to the interior under the ohaxge of a con- 
stable or overseer. 

They boild their own huts, and tho climate 
bciuR very fine, require but little shelter. Tho 
hours of labour are from six to six, and the quan- 
tity of labour exacted from them is about two- 
thirds of what wonld be required in England. 
They are treated in all respects as if they were 
fi*ee, and no restraint is imposed, except that they 
cannot leave their masters, who, when they have 
no fiutber use for them, retnm than to the 
govemment to be reassigned. 

When on ticket of leave, they may reside in any 
place they choose to select. 

The convict's time of probation depends upon 
the original term of his sentence ; bat on a com- 
mia.sjon of crime within the colony, it bc;^in9 from 
his last conviction. For refractory conduct, they 
■Mj be taken to tba oeareet magiatimto, whoordefs 



punitihmcnt on the oath of the master. The magis- 
trate has also ])o\ver to send them to the nearest 
chain-gang employed on nublio works. Here they 
are wwked in mma, and kept on scanty food fbr a 
liniitod period, after which they may be returned 
to tlieir masters. If badly treated, the conviet 
may have the afflur inveetigated, bat vednia oomea 
slowly. 

One of the great evils of the system is, that 
many of the convicts on arriving ai'e assigned 
to {tersons in Sydney and other towns, the conse- 
qoenoe of which is that they are exposed to the 
cnntaminationB and temptations that are likely 
to beset thom in those thickly-peopled places, and 
this too only a few months after their conviction in 
the mother ooontcy. Tl^ infloenee removes ail 
hopes of relbrm, and they are osoally soon foond 
among the criminals of New South Wales. 

All ptii*8on8 who are landholders may receive 
convicts as assigned servants, in the proportion 
of one to every three hundred and twenty acres, 
but no one proprietor can have in his employ more 
than seventy-tive convicts. 

Written application for labourers is made to tho 
Board of Assignment, and the applicants must 
bind themselves to keep the assigned convict for 
at least one month, and to furnish him with food 
and clothing agreeably to the gOTOmment legn- 
lations, which are as follows, vis. 

The weekly rations ccnsists of twelve pounds of 
wheat, or nine pounds of seconds flour; or, in lieu 
thereof, at the discretion of tho master, tiiree 
pounds of maixe meal, and nine pounds of wheat, 
or seven pound? of '^pr'-n Vs f mr ; witli seven 
pounds of beef or mutton, and four pounds of 
corned porl^ two oonosa ult, and two oanoes of 

e elodiing for a year is as follows, vis. two 

frocks or jackets, three shirts, of stron<5 linen or 
cotton, two pairs of trousers, three paiii^ of bhoes, 
of stout durable leather, one hat or cap, and 
the use of a good bhtnket and mattress belongiag 
to the master. 

Custom, however, has extended tho above allow- 
ances, and the quantity of luxuries added iu to- 
bacoo, sugar, t«^ and grog, makes the anoant 
nearly double. TIicrp ad<Htion8 have become abso- 
lutely nccessai'y in order to procure work from the 
convicts, and the free supply of them is the only 
way in which they can be made to worit in tlw 
harvest season. I was informed that a Settlor eon< 

1< 1 i It Important to have a large stock of 
thebo luxuries on hand at ilia season of pressure ; 
for althongh the assigned servants do not actually 
refuse to work, they do so little, that, in order to 
save his crop, the master umst yield them the extm 
indulgences. 

Another evil attendant on the asugnment system 
is the difference in the treatment thmrveedve from 

those to whom they are assigned. On the arrival 
of a convict-ship, a large number of persons who 
have made applications to the Board, are in wait- 
ing ; they of course know nothing of the diaracter 
of the convicts, and, as I learned from a good 
som'ce, no record is kept, or sent with the con v iris 
ihcmsclv^ The Board is entirely if,'norant of tlu ir 
character or crimes, and thus can exei ciso no dis- 
criminati"" in n'wi.;T-ini^ tho convict to the hands of 
a good or ot a hard master. Tho greatest villains 
may, therefore^ foil Into kuid hands, while one who 
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18 comparatively ^i^^iw^l tOMftnttu nmdi mon 
than be deserves. 
The ptemlshment of transportation mtist eontfaitte 

very unequal until a classification be resorted to. 
Many convicts, hy bad treatment, ace confirmed in 
their vices. 

For any misbehaviour, tliey are, ;vs lias been 
seen, bubject to severe castigalion upuu tliL-ir mxs- 
ter's making oath before a magistrate. This not 
unfrequently drivei tlie culprit oc convict to fur- 
ther erime, and in reven<rc for these wrcmgs, he 
either neglects his master's interest, or has been 
known to set fire to his kai-vest when gathered. 

The present system appean fltled to entail evil 
and misery on the colony, and there are few dis- 
interested men who do not view it as calculated to 
prevent any moral improvement. Mui-ders, roli- 
beries, and frauds are brought about by it, for 
which extreme pnnisbmente are of each frequent 
occurrence that it is a matter of astonislini'^nt tliat 
a stranger should remark that au execution liad 
taken place. The day before our arrival five cri- 
minals had been httog, and more were to suffer in 
» few days. 

These executions tal<e place without causing any 
unusual excitements Tliero is liule doubt that tlie 
oonvlet population contains among its members 
many of the most abandoned wretches, and I am 
also aware tliat the governor and council are 
making every exertiim to put a stop to the immo- 
rality and vice which so generally prevail ; yet I 
•m eatisfied that the eonTiebi who are assigned are, 
in some cases, goaded on to crime by the treatment 
they receive irom their masters, who hold them as 
slaves, aud degrade them to the level of the beaat 
with whom they ture forced to labour. 

The Beeson of oar visit to Sydney was that of 
their snnmicr (December), and it was somewhat 
diflicuU for us to realize the luxuriance of vegeta- 
tion about us. We could hardly beeome fiuniliar 
with w indows and doors entirely open at Christmas 
time. Although it was jiroperly tlie out-of-tuwn 
season, we found nmch gaiety existing, and we 
have great pl^isure in acknowledging the atten- 
tione and dviHtiee extended to m during the whole 
of our stay. 

The facilities for outfits here are each as are not 
to 1m Iband elsewhere in the Paetfle. The mecha- 
nics nie good, but as artisans are scarce their wages 
are exorbitant, and the employer is, for the most 
part, compelled to put up with their demands, 
l-'rom our experience, we inferred they are not to 
be depended on, and reqnire to be well wntehed to 
oh»ni;i tlio requisite quantity of labour frnm them. 
Their rations of grog were always a btipulation 
made by them, and had to be complied with. 

Dnriog our stay liere, our men behaved welL 
They all reedved leave in their tarn to vMt the 
shore, and I felt gratified in not having a single 
case reported to me of bad behaviuui- on shore. 

As our departore drew near, one and all of iib 
felt and expressed regret at leaving such kin * 
frirada. In very many places and families, we imd 
found ouradTes nk home, imd v«» nlwnys vecaired 



with that kindness that showed us we were wel- 
come^ The seasons, with many other things, nuMT 
be reversed, yet tlie hoBjtitality of dd Etq^land M 
found here as warm and frc.sli as ever it was in 
the parent land. It would be impossible to mention 
all ttioae to whom we feel indebted for variotu 
kindnesses and attentions, or even to cite those 
fr(»m whom the expedition received many acces- 
sions to its collections. Notwithstanding I have 
mentioned many things that have struck us as re- 
quiring great leiorm, yet the whole impreealoa left 
on my mind is, that it is a glorious ct'lony, which 
the mother country, and the whole Anglo-Saxon 
race, may well be proud of, and that it ought to 
claim much more attention than it apparently does 
trom the home goveniment. 

After writing our farewell letters, we took our 
Christmas dinner with many of our friends, aud on 
the morning of the 26th December, 1839, at six 
o'clock, wc weighed our aiieliors niid «*nfifl drtwu 
the Lay. The day was Hue, ilte Liteze iiglit aud 
contrary, aud we did not get to sea till the after- 
no<m. When we were about passing the headi^ 
onr worthy ooninl and some «mers of oar eoon- 
trymen took their leave, and by way of dispelling 
tho gloom that was naturally felt at parting, and 
to fliraw the good wiahee entertained for the& weU 
far(>, we gave them at parting several hflMty eheers^ 
and then bore away on our course. 

It falling calm, the Viucetmes and tender were 
obliged to andior between the heads. The Peacock 
and Porpoise ■ueeeeded in getting outside, and 
when the tide made, wc weighed and stood after 
them. On getting to sea, although every search 
had been previous^ made by the nastexHBt-anna^ 
I learned that there were two strainers on board, 
who had contrived to evade his watohftdness, and 
on beating to quarters, and musteruig the crew, 
they were among the foilhcoming. Their appear- 
ance was any thing but convict-like j bat I felt 
after all the attentions heaped upon us, it was 
seemingly but an ungrateful return, appear to 
have committed an infraction of their laws, and 
tbia after I had received intimatioa that an attempt 
would be made, through as, to efTect deeertion 
among the troops. Fi'om their appearance and 
carriage I thought they showed the drill of sol- 
diers, and at enoe told them and the -asMmbled 
crew, that they were mistaken if they expected to 
be harboured as such, and that on my return from 
the south, I should send them back to Sydney to 
be delivered over. I then entered thorn on the 
rolls for provisions only, until I aaeertained whether 
they were entitled to receive compensation ; and 
after telling the men they must look for^^ ard to a 
liard and dangerous emiae, and saying a few words 
relative to what was expected of them by the ooono 
try and myself, I enjoined upon them llie neoeaai<y 
of econoniy in their f > ! mul clothing, ul ^dinc 
me iu my endeavours to |)rornotc their health and 
comforL' We then piped down, and set about 
preparing the r-.bip fur nntnrctir rrui:--.e, tlie 
events of which will be detailed m the iuiluwiug 
eb^tan. 
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Tub 8ubjecf<i of which I ajn ahout to tr^at in tha 
following chaptei-s are exclusively luiutieal. I shall 
therefore adopt in treating tliem more of the form 
«f a kig>bool^ Mid foUow the daily order of their 
occurrence imh mora strietnem than I have 
liitli rto consIJertd ucccsisary. Tlils will be done 

Iiu order to illustrate more fully the oature of the 
remote regions m tnmned, and for the pur- 
I pose of giviuf^ a more pxact relation of the inci- 
dents of this paxt of our cruise, — iiicidrnts that 1 
cannot but hope have made tiiis pai-t of our labours 
putieolarljr iBtereeting to «U of uur eouiitrym«a 
who peiwoaB » fading of mtioual pride. 

Tlie credit of tliese discoveries has been claimed 
on the part of one foreign nation, and their extent, 
I nay, actual existence, called into question by an- 
other ; both having rival expedikioiia abroad, one 
at the same time, the other the year saeoeeding. 

Each of these nations, with what intent I shall 
not stop to inquiroj has seemed disposed to rob tis 
of the honour by nnderrating the importance of 
their own researches, and would restrict the ant- 
arctic land to the small parts they respectively 
mw. However willing I might be in a private 
M^mcity to avoid contesting uu&r ttetemeDts, and 
let truth make its own way, I feel U dae to the 
honour of our flag to make a pro{>er assertion of 
the priority of the claim of the American expe* 
ditioB, and of die grcator eorteot «l its diaeoverics 
and re^^earches. 

Ttiai land does exist \vitiiin the antarctic circle 
is now confirmed bv the united testimony of both 
Fttatstk and ^gUwi navigators. D'Urville, the 
celebrated Freneh navigator, withhi a few days 

afd-r 'ami wn'^ Koen Ijjy the thi'eo vessels of our 
iM^uadrou^ reports that nis boats landed on a small 
poink of roeiliB, at the place (as I suppose) which 
appeared accessible to us in Piner's Bay, whence 
tlie Vincennes was driven by a violent gale ; this 
he called Clarie Land, and testifies to his belief of 
the ezistanoe of a raet tract of land, where our 
Yiew of UlMUi left no doabt of ita existence. Ross, 
on the other hand, penetrated to the latitude of 
79" S. in the suceectliug year, coasted for some 
distance along a lofty country connectetl with om* 
antarctic oontiiieiit, and eatabUahes beyond all 
«ivil the correetneH of our aaMrtion, that we have 
discuvcred, not a range of detached islands, but 
a vast antarctic oraitineat. I took care to forwai-d 
to attain Row a fiiU aoaooiit of the proeoedinga 



of the »(juadron. Although I liavc never reccn ed 
any ucknowlcdgmuut of their receipt from him 
personallv, vet I have heard of their having 
reached hia handa a few roontha prior to hia aut- 
aretie eraiae. Of this, however, I do not eomphun, 
and feel only the justifiable desire to maintain tlie 
truth ill relation to a claim that is indisputable. 
The following narrative must, I feel satisBed, leave 
no doubt in any nnprojudictd mind of the corrcet- 
ness of the assertion tliat we liave discovered a vast 
continent ; hut I would ask in advance, who was 
there prior to 1840, either in this country or in 
Europe, that had the least Idea Uiat any large body 
of land existed to the south of New* Holland ! and 
w ho in thei-e that now doubts the fac^ whether he 
admits it to be a vast continent^ or contends that it 
is only a collection of islands I 

Examine all the maps and charts published up 
to that time, and upon them will any ti-aces of t*ueh 
land be found ! They will not, and for the very best 
of reasons — none waa known or even suspected to 
exist We ourselves anticipated no such discovery; 
the indications of it were received with duubt atid 
heutation ; 1 myself did not venture to record in 
my private journal the certainty of land, nutil 
three days after ttose best acqntdnted with Its 
appearance in these high latitudes were assured of 
the fact i and finally, to remove all possibility of 
doubt, and to prove conclusively that there was no 
deception in the case, views of the same land were 
taken from the vessels in three different positions, 
with the bearings of its peaks and promontories, by 
whose intersection their position is nearly as well 
estsblished as the peaks of any of the iusnds we 
surveyed from the sea. 

All doubt in relation to the reality of our dis- 
eovery gradually wore away, and towards the dose 
of the cruise of the Yinoennee along the icy barrier, 
the motmtains of the antarctic continent became 
familiar and of daily appearance, insomuch that 
the log-book, which is guardedly silent as to the 
time and date of its being first oboorved, now 
speaks throughout of " the land." 

After leaving Sydney wo had, until the 3ist 
December, fine weather and fiiivoumble winds. 
We took advantage of these, and all sail waa 
crowded on the vessels of the squadron. Under 
such circumstances, iho usual order of sailing, 
in a line abreast, was easily maintaioed, and the 
eommtinieatioiis betwean flia vessels were fireqocnt. 
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At the above date we had reached the latitude 
of 43" S. 

During this favourable weather, all hands were 
employed in tightening the ports, in order to 
secure the interior of the vt sHi ls as much as possi- 
ble from the cold and wet, which were to be appre- 
heiided in tlM region to which we wcM boand. 
For this purpose, sftor miking all the openings, 
the staiua were covered wuti Uirred canvass, over 
which Htrips of sheet-lead were nalM* The wlors 
exhibited great iatenst in tbew preparations, and 
stodionsly sought to make every thing snug; all 
uselrK» articles were stowed ;L^^:l^ in the hoMf for 
we were in truth fall to overtiowmq;. 

AnWDg other preparations, rough casings of 
boards were built around all the hatcbcK, having 
doors furnished with weights and pulleys, in order 
t> ensure that they should not be left open. Hav- 
ing thus provided for the exclaiion of eold air, I 
eomtented nyaelf with preparations for keeping 
the interior of the veane! at a temperature no lii;;iier 
than 50°. I deemed this prcfeiiihle to a higher 
temperature, in order to prevent the injurious 
effeets which might be produced by passing sud- 
dsnljr frgra below to the deck. I conceived it far 
men important to keep the air dry tlian wnnu, 
|Mrtieii]ariy as a lower tempeimture would have the 
effect of indacing the men to take exercise for the 
purpose of exeitinL' their animal heat. 

Awara that warm and dry clothing was an 
object of the first importance, inspeetious of the 
men's feet and dresa were held morning and even- 
ing, in whieh (he wearing of a saitable namber of 
garments was insisted upon, as well n.'^ the greatest 
}M,rsonal cleaoliuesa. With the same views, the 
drying-«toves were parttctilarly ftttesded to; and 
that every part umler deck might be efTectnally 
and quickly freed of moisture, additional stovca 
liad been procured at Sydney. Thermometers 
were hung np in proper places, and freqaently oon- 
nilted, in order by followhtg their indications to 
secure an cquattij teniperature, and at tl tiinc to 
a»certiiiu when the use of stoves might be dis- 
pensed with, in whole or in part. The latter was 
an important consideration, for we were under the 
necessity of husbanding our 8t<jck of fuel, hy ex- 
pciuliji;.' it only when absolutely necessary. 

Wo also took advantage of the fine weather to 
bend all our best sails, and to shift oor top gallant 
masts. 

The 1st January, 1840, was one of tho&e days 
which are termed, both at wm and on shore, a 
weallier-breeder. The sea was smooth and placid, 
bnt lihe sky was in places lowering, and had a 
wintry ca.st, to which w li id long leen strangers; 
the temperature shortly began to fall, the breeze to 
increase, and the weather to become misty. In a 
few hours we were sailing rapidly through the 
water, with a rising sea, and by midnight it was 
reported that the tender Flying- Fish was barely 
visible. I shortened sail, but it waa difBenlt to 
stop oor w a\ ; and on the morning of the Snd of 
January, the fog was Irnc , and the Peacock and 
Porpoise only were in sight; we hove-to, and the 
Peacock and Porpoise were ordered to stand east 
and west, in order to intercept the tender, but they 
returned vrithoot success; we also fii*ed gims in 
hopes of being heard. In the afternoon, I deemed 
it useless to wait any longer for her, and that I 
take the chanoe of falling in with ber at 



Macquarie Island, our first appointed place of 
rendezvous,^ — a visit to which I had flattered my- 
self might have been avoided^ but which it became 
necessary now to malie. We accordingly pro- 
ceeded on our course for that i^I m l, with all sail 
set. This separation of tbe tender took place iu 
the latitade of 48' S., and she was not agam aesn 
until our return. The officers and crew were not 
slow in atibiguiiig to the Flying- Fish a )<imilar fate 
with her unfortunate mate, the Sea-Gull. Men-of- 
war's men are prone to prognoatioato evil, and on 
this oeoasion tbvy were not wanting in various 
surmises. Woeful accounts were 8<^ori afli at of tlie 
dijitreffs the scho«incr was in when last seen, and 
this in quite a moderate sea. 

The barometer now began to assume a lower 
range, and the temperature to fall below 60^, On 
the 3rd, the fog continuing \ * j v tl ick, the Peacock 
got b^ond hearing of our horus, bells, drums, and 
guns, and was parted with. This, however, I did 
not now regret no inurh, as it was of little consc- 
queuee whether we sought one or two vessels at 
our rendezvous, althoa^ it might canae ft tang&t 
detention there. 

The morning of the 7th was misty, with squally 
weather. A luavy sea rising, and a strong gale 
setting in, we lost sight of the Porpoise for a few 
hottrs. Being tmable to aeo begmd an df Mb of a 
mile, it was thought imprudent to run, for fear of 
pa&i>ii)g Macquarie Island, and we hove-to to await 
its moderating. It cleared at noon, and we ob- 
tained an observation, by whieh we foaud ourselves 
in btitttde 64° 20^ S., and longitade IW 47' E. 
I found that we had been can it d to tlie eastward 
upwards of twenty miles in less than eighteen 
hours ; ibhf with the wind hauling to the south- 
west, hrotight ws to leeward of tlie island, and the 
sea lanl w ind increasing, I saw it was uselcjiH to 
attempt to reach it without great loss of time. I 
therefore bore off to the eouUiward for our second 
rendesvotts, Emerald Island,orito soppoaed loeslity. 

During tlie Oth we j)assed the site of Emerald 
Isle, situate, m has been i«tated, in latitude 67* 15' 
S., and kmgitude 162° 30' E., but saw nothing of 
it, ncr any indications of land, which I therefore 
infer does not exist in the locality where it is laid 
down. \\'e again experienced the south-tast cur- 
rent of twenty miles a day. Our variation had 
inersased to twenty-two degrees easterly. Making 
our course with all sail set, the Porpoise in com- 
pany, we passed to-day some pieces of kelp. The 
temperatuvs eoutinued at 88*. Numenma lloelt* of 
gray petrels around us. 

The 10th we encountered the first iceberg, and 
the temperature of the water fell to 32*. We 
passed close to it, and found it a mile lung, and 
one hundred and eighty feet in height. We had 
now reached the latitude of Gl" 8' S., and longi- 
tude l(/2° li2' E. The current to-day set in tne 
same direction as before, about half a mile per 
hour. The second ioebeig aeea was thirty milei^ 
and the third abont fiffy-flvo mHea south of the 
first. These ice-islands were apparently much 
worn by the sea into cavities, exhibiting fissures 
as though <b^ were ready to be rent asunder, and 
showed an apparent stratification, much inclined to 
the horizon. Tin weather now became misty, and 
wo had occasionally a little snow. I congratulated 
myself tliat we had but few on the sick-list, and all 
were in high spirits at the novelty of tho eralBO* 
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We continued to me«t icebergs of different heights, 
some «f wliich, tilough ineliiied to the horiaoa, had 
ft plane upper surface. 

lltii. The fair wind from the north-west (accom- 
panied with a liglit mist, rtniU riiijL; objects on the 
hutiawn iudiatinct) still enabled us to poraue our 
coarse nalherly. Icebergs became so nnmeruita 
as to compel us occasionally to change our course. 
They continued of the same character, v. \ih caverns 
worn in their perpeodioibr rides, and with flat 
tops, but the latter were now on a line with the 
hOTizon. Towards 6 p.m., we began to perceive 
smaller pieces of ice, some of wliich were nut more 
than an eighth of a mile in length, floating as it 
were in uiall pateltes. As tlie icebergs iocreaaed 
in number, the sea became Pmnother, and there 
was uu apparent motion. Between 8 and 9 p.m., a 
low point of ice was perceived ahead, and in a 
short time we pawed within it. There was now a 
lar^e bay before lis. As the vessels moved rapidly, 
at lOJ 1'. M., we Imd reached its extreme limits, and 
found our further progress entirely stopped by a 
oompaet barrier of ice, enclowng large sqnare ice- ■ 
bergs. The barrier consisted of masses closely 
packed, and of every variety of f*hape and size. 
We hove-to until full dayS^t. The night was 
beaatiful, and every thing lOBqied sunk in sleep, 
except the sonnd of the dwtant and low rustling of 
the ict\ thru n V, m l then met the ear. We had now 
reached the latitude uf 64' 11' S., longitude 164!* 
SlK E., and found our variation twenty-two degrees 
easterly. One and all felt disappointed, for we 
liad flattered ourselves that the way was open for 
further progress to tlie southward, and had im- 
bibed the improssion (from the eztraordinivy wea- 
ther we had had at Sydney, and the reports of 
'c t ergs having been seen fui tlier to the northward 
tlutn usual, by all the vessels arriving) that the 
se aso n would be an open one. What surprised me 
most was a change In the colour of the water to an 
olive-green, and some faint appearances resembling 
distant laud ; but as it was twilight, and I did not 
believe the thing credible, I put no laith in these 
indications, slthoagh some of tne ofRoers wers eon- 
fident thry ^\ rr> uot occasioned by icebergs. The 
barometer stood at 20*200 in. ; the temperature of 
the air 3SP, water We lay-to until four o'clock, j 
As it grew light, on the 12ih, a fog set in so thick 
that we lost sight of the Porpoise, and could uot ; 
hear any answer t« our sij^nals. I therefore deter- 
mined to work along the barrier to the westward. 

We WHS all day Mating in a tiiiek fog, with the 
barrier of ice close to n=s, and occasionally in tack- 
ing brought it under our bow ; at other times we 
were almost in contact with icebergs. During the 
whole day we could uot see at any time further 
than a quarter of a mile, and seldom more than I 
the ship's length. The fog, or rather tli i mist, 
was forming in ice on our rigging. From the 
novelty of our situation, and the excitement pro- 
duct hy it. rlirl not think of the danger. 

1 shall now ieavo the Vincennes and Porpoise 
porsuing their course to the westward with ahead 
wfaid, and bring the Peacock up to the barrier. 

Previously to parting company on the 9rd of 
January, the crew of that si ip I d also been en- 
gaged in building horricane-houses, calking, and 
chintzing, to seenrs Aem from the wet and cold. 
After parting company, Captiin ITurlrin ir^mo- 
diately steered for tlic first rendezvous, Maef|uaric 



liditud, and was more fortunate than we were in 
reaching it, although the Peacock had experienced 
the same kind uf weather that we had, and cur* 
rents setting to the eastward. 

On approaching the i^■Iand, they discovered large 
patches of kelp, and saw numerous procellaria and 
albatrosses about tlie ship. On the 10th of Jaimary 
they made the island, an i olisi rved a reef of rocks 
extending thrce-qwarters ot" a mile oft" its south 
end. Passing within a short distance of it, they 
did not observe any of the signals Of the squadron 
flying as they had anticipated. They, notwith- 
st^iiuliiig. stood in, lowei-ed a boat, and despatched 
several officers to put up the signal, make ex- 
periments, and collect specimens. The beat ap- 
proached an indentation on the west side, too open 
to bo called a bay, and found that the surf was 
rvniniughigh,and beating with great violence against 
the rocks, which, together with the kelp, I'eodered 
it dangerous to attempt landing. They made for 
several other places wliich looked favourable at 
a distance, but on approaching them, they were 
■Iband even less soeeasible. The boat then re- 
turned to the first place to make another attempt, 
which was attended with great ditficulty. The 
boat's anchor was dropped, and f-lie was backed in 
with great caution to the edge of the rollers ; the 
surf was very high, and roHsd in with a noise like 
thunder, breaking furiously upon the rocks, so as 
to make the boat fairly trenjble, and threatening 
every moment to overwhelm her ; once or twice 
she was prevented from getting broadside-to by 
hauling out towards her anchor. At length, after 
a dozen fruitless attempt.s, and awaiting a favour- 
able omiortttnity, Mr. £ld and a 4|uartcr-master 
sncessded in getting ashore, but not without being | 
immersed up to their breasts. It was found im- J 
possible to land any iuiiU-unicuts; and the quarter- | 
master was despatched to erect tlie necettsary ! 
signals, while Mr. EM proceeded to visit the pen- 
guin rookery not far distant. On approaching the 
island, it had appeared ■« 1 covered with white 

Sots ; these excited oonjecture; but after landing, 
e exhalations nmdered it not long doubtful that 
it was birdlime. 

Mr. Eld. in his journal, gives the following ac- 
count of his rhAt : Although I had heard so 
ofieii of the great quantity ol' bii-ds on the un- 
; inhabited islands, I was not prepared to SSS them 
in such myriads as here. The whole sides of the 
rugged hills were literally covered with tliem. 
Having ]>a8sed a deep fissure in the rocks, I as- 
cended a crag that led to what I thought was their 
principal roost, nnd at every step my astonishment 
increased. Such a din of squeaking, sriuuUing, 
and gabbling, I never before heard or dreamed 
I could be made by any of the feathered tribe. It 
was impossible to hear one's self speak. It ap- 
peared as if every one was vying with his neigh- 
bour to make tlie greatest possible noise. I soon 
found ray preff'ii"^ yiarticuiarly displeased them, 
for they snapped at me in all directions, catching 
hold of mv trousers, shaking and pinching niy fioh 
80 violaitv as to make me flinch and stand upon 
the defen^ve. As we wanted a number of speci- 
mens, I commenced kicking them down the pre- 
cipice, and knocked on the head those which had 
the temerity to attack me. After having collected 
a number, and a few eggs, I bud them aside, whilst 
I ascended higher on hill. I had not left them 
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luoitj tli:iii cij;htcc'n feet, before two nlbatrosaes 
came dowu, and conmienceil picking at the dead 
birds I had just killed, but oot beiug able to nuike 
any iiupitfldion iip<m them, deliburatety pidced up 
two of the eggs with their beakf*, and in spite of 
my efforts to prevent it, flew away with them. 
T))o eggs wen ftbout the size of a goose's ; tlie 
original colour «eemt*d to have been white, but 
they were so dirty that it was difficult to say with 
certainty. Tliey wore no duiiLl tlie e^'^^8 of the 
penguin, as I took them out of their nest, wliich 
was only a small place senitehed Id the earth, just 
h'l^ enough to hold one or two eggs, with little or 
nu grass, sticks, or any thing else to form a ueiit 
of. I afterwards picked up a number of these 
e^^, nnd auiotbeff was found of the s\z9 of A ben's 
egg, white, with a slight tinge of green. On 
roountuig th liill still higlier, which \\>is very 
steep, aud composed of volcanic rock, louse Btoiies, 
and a litUe soU mixed with birdlime, I found that 
there were more <>f these birds than I anticipated. 
! The nests were witliin two feet of eacli otlier, with 
I one or two } oune; ones in each; one of the old ones , 
watching and sitting on the nest, whilst the young 
were trying {neflTeetually to neslle tliemeelves under 
the snmll wings of the old ones. The nppeanmoe 
of the young was not unlike that of goslings, being 
covered wHU » dbvk thiek down. 

** These penguins are the eudyptes chryaocomc ; 
they are from sixteen to twenty inches in height, 
with wiiite breast and nearly black back, the rent 
beiofl; of a dark dove-colour, with the eiLceptiou uf 
Am bead, wbkh b adoomed on eadi stdo with fonr 
or five yellow feathers, three or four inches long, 
looking liko graceful plumes. The birds staud 
erect in rows, which gives them tbo appearance of 
LUiputian soldiers. The wght was novel aud beau- 
tiful, and had it not been for the gabble, — enough 
to deafen me,— I could have stayed much longer. 
It was now time to return to tlie boat, when it 
oeeurred to me that live birds would be preferable 
to the derul ; so throwing the latter down, I seized 
one old it i i a couple of young ones, and with threu 
or four t l;^;- 1 1 my cap, made the best of my way 
to the boat. It waa now found unpoasiUe to band 
them 6n bonrd, and not willhig to surrender my 

prize, a lead-line was thrown lue from the boat, 
but did not couie neiir enough, aud in my attempts 
to get it, I was overtaken by a sea, and was thrown 
violently .igainsl the roclis among the kelp, and 
just made out to crawl oil liiiuda and knees iieyoud 
the reach of the returning sea, somawhlt bnused, 
wet, and benumbed with the cold." 

At this juncture the quarter-master letonied 
with a large species of penguin over his shoulders, 
but without the crown of fealiiers on his head. He 
deseiibsd a similar rookery, and also saw some 
green part>quets with a small red spot on the head, 
and an oblong slaty or purple spot at the root 
of the bill, and with straight Leaks. Mr. Eld was 
too much exhausted to return willi him to get 
spedmens, and the hour bebg Ute, it was neces- 
sary to return to the boat, which had been waiting 
for boine time for them. The quarter-master suc- 
ceeded in getting his penguins to the boat, but 
Mr. Eld's began floundering about, and although 
their legs were tied, managed to get into the water, 
where Uiey were at home, and were boon out of 
reach. The tying of the 1^^ did not seem any 
impediment to their exerliona ia th« water, and 



thus several interesting speofmens of ttatura] hbk 
tiiry were lost, the trouble that it cost making 
them doubly valuable. With great difticulty Mr. 
Eld reached tlie boat; for, having again missed 
liis foothold, he fell nmong the kelp, but by \hr 
timely aid of those on board he was rescued. Aiier 
au hour's tug at theiv oais, tb^ readied tha abip 
in safety. 

The south end of Maequarie Island lies in lati- 

tudo 54= 44' S., and longitude 1-59* 49' E. The 
island is iiigh aud much broken ; it is apparently 
covered with verdui'^e, although a long tufted rank 
gm!«9 was the only plant seen by those who landed. 

The highest peak on the island is from twelve to 
fifteen hundred feet high, and as far as our observa- 
tiona extended, it bad neitber tree nor shrub on it. 
At 6 P.M. ibo ship lltled away, and at eight was 
abreast of the llishop and Clerk. Maequarie 
li^land affords uo inducement for a visit, and as far 
as our examination went, has uo suitable place for 
landing with a boat. The only thing I had to regret 
was not being able to make it a magnetic station. 

(Jn the 1 llh and 12th nothing particular occurred 
on board the reacoek. All sail was set, and run- 
ning to the southward on the 13th, in latitude 61** 
30' S., longitude 161° .V E., the first ice islands 
were seen. The dip was ob^rved witli Lloyd's 
and Dolknd's needles, which made it 86° 53'. 

There was no oMsmm on the night of the 13th 
to light the binnacle-lamps, as newspaper print 
could be read with ease at midnight. On the 14th, 
while still making much progress to tlm south, and 
passing ooeasionslty icebergs and lanush ice, the 
water appeared somewhat discoloured. Robinson's, 
Lloyd's, and Dolland's needles, gave, the same day, 
in tJie cabin, 37' for the dip, and in the ward- 
room, 8(»° 46'. Albatrosses, Cape pigeons, and 
other birds about. 

On the loth, they passed many ice-islands. The 
weather was thick, and snow fell at intervals ; the 
wind continued from the westward. Many wliales 
were seen ; albatropses, iietrol.«, and Cape pigeons 
were frequent about the ship. .At 4 P.M. the mist 
miscd a little, and to lluir surj>riKe they saw a 
perfect barrier of ice, extending to the south-west, 
with BCTefal large icebergs enetoeed within it. 
Shortly after th< y discovered a nil, wUdi. proved 
to be the Porimise. 

The Vinccnnes and Porpoise were left in our 
narrative near the icy barrier, separated by tlie 
fogs and mists that prevailed at times. The Por- 
poise, on the 13th, in latitude Go" 8' S., longitude 
163° E., discovered several 8ea-elej)baut8 on the 
ice, and sent a boat to eaptuxe fliem, but widioat 
success. The current was tried, and found to set 
west one-tifth of a mile per hour. Some time 
afterwards, seeing some aea-ekphauts near the 
edge of the ice, a boat was sent, and succeeded in 
capturing a female. From the numerous sea-ele- 
phairts, aud the discoloration of the water and ice, 
they were strongly impressed w ith thi idea of laud 
being in tlie vicinity, but on sounding with one 
hundred fathoms, no bottom was found ; Lieutenaui- 
Cominaiidant Ringgold felt convinced, from the 
above circumstances, and the report that penguins 
were beard, that land was near, and thought ho 
could discern to the south-east something like dis- 
tant mount;! ins. A nearer approach was impossible, 
as they were then iu acttial coutaet with tlie icy 
banier. 
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On the 14tb, two sca-t lc[)iian{s were seen lying 
motionless uu the ice. On beiug shut at, tlie ani- 
mal would raise its head and look around for an 
iuatant, and then resume its former pogture. Boats 
were loweMd, when they were captured and braa^ht 
on board: they provoii to be the plmca prol)o.-cii]:i>. 
Dr. Holmes examined their stomachs, and found 
nothing hni wdl^digaated food. Tlioir dimcasions 
were as follows 



Total lengtb . . . . . 
length of poilnlor flippor • 
Sntadlh ••••«■ 
CbeunfflreiiM of bngeit pan «f Indf 



10 ft. 9 in. 
1 9 •' 
i»4 '* 
6 " « " 



TUo was a young female. Tlio other wm taken 
afkerwavds; he nwamued-' 

In length . . . . ... . S ft. 6 ia. 

Greatest clrcumBtrtnee teliiad aimikir fttowr S ** 0 ** 

Length «r flipped 

Breadth 1 « « " 

On the 15th the Peacock and Porpoiae were hi 

onriipniiy: the specimens of sea-elephnnt'? were put 
on buai-d the Peacock; and, after having had com- 
munication with each other, Uie veaede agnht sep*- 
ntted, atanding on onpoaike taoka. 

On the 16th the mree Teaaela were in longitude 
1 ry" ii:' K., and all within a 8h<irt distancM; of each 
anutlier. The water was much discoloured, and 
many albotmssea, Cape pigeons, and petrda were 
seen about the sliips. On hoiud the Vincennes, we 
8<tuaded with two lumJred and tliii'ty iatlioms, and 
found no bottom ; the water had the appeainnce of 
an olive-green colour, aa if bat forty and fifty 
hUhoms deep. At the amfaoe, its temponttwre was 
32°, at the depth sounded, 31". I should have 
tried for a deeper east, but the line was seen to bo 
atfanded, when we were obliged to stop ; we fortu- 
nately mved our appanitttSi, with Six'a tiieriuo- 
meters. 

On this day (Idth January) appearances believed 
at the time to be laud were visible fnmi all the 
tlivee Teaaela, and the eompaxiaoa of tiie tJiree 
oheervations, when taken in connexion with the 
more positive proofs of its existence afterwai*d8 
obtuued, has left no doubt that the appearance 
was not deceptive. From tliia day, therefore, 
we date the diseovery which ia eh^nied fer tlie 
Kquadron, 

On board the Peacock, it appears that Passed 
Micfohipmen Eld and Reynolds both saw the land 
from the mastliead, and reported it to Captain 
Hudson: he was well satistied on cxaniiuatiun that 
the appearance was totally distinct from that of 
ioe^telaods, and » nuuonty of the officera and men 
were alao andsfled that if haul could exbt, that 
was it. 

I mention particularly the names of these two 
gentlemen, IxK^use tivey have atatcd the same fact 
under oath, before the eourt- martial, after our 
return. 

On board the Pori)OLse, Llei\tonant-Conimandant 
Ringgold states, that " he went aloft in the after- 
noon, the weather being ele«r and line, the horison 
^ood, and clouds Infty ; that he saw over the fiold- 
icc an object, large, dark, and rounding, reaembluig 
a mountiuii in the distance ; the icebergs wore all 
light and brilliant, and in great oontnat.** He 
goes on to Bay, in hta report, **I watehed for an 
honr to see if the sun in his decline would change 
tlte colour of the object: it remaiaod tlio same. 



with a white cloud above, similar to that hovering 
over high land. At sunset the appearance re- 
mained the same. I took the bearings accurately, 
intending to examine it closely as eoon aa we got a 
breeze. I am thoroughly of opini<m it is an inand 
surrounded hy hnmense fields of ico The Peacock 
in sight to tliu soutliward and eastwaa'd over the 
ice ; the sun set at a few minntee before ten ; soon 
after, a light air from the southward, with a fog- 
bank arishig, which quickly ^hut out the field-ice." 

In Pius.st d Midshipman Eld's journal, he asserts 
tliat he had been aeveral times to the masthead 
during the day, to Tiew the iMurrier; that it was 
not only a ban -k r of ice, but ono of ten^a firma. 
Pa-'^sod xMidsliiputan Reynolds and hinmelf ex- 
elaimed, with one accord, that it was land. "Sut 
trusting to the naked eye, they descended for spy- 
glasses, which confirmed, beyond a doubt, their 
first impressions. The mountains could he dis- 
tinctly seen, over tlie field-ice and bergs, stretching 
to the aottth-weat m fhr as any thing eonld be dia- 
corned. Two peakn, in particular, were very dis- ! 
tinct (which I have named after thosic two officers), ; 
rising in a conical form ; and others, the lower I 
parte of whidi w«m quite n^^ distinct, bat whoae I 
summita were loat in light fleecy clonde. Few j 
clouds wero to be seen in any other din lin, for j 
the weather was remarkably clear. Tlie sua t^hnnc j 
brightly on ridge after vidge, whoso hiiies were i 
partially hai"o ; these connected the omineiiees I 
have jiist spoken of, which uuibt be from one to 
two thousand feet high. Mr. Eld further states, 
that on reporting the diaooTery to Captain Hudson, 
the hitter replied tliat there was no donbt of it, 
and that he believed that most of thp iei bergs then 
in sight were aground. At this time tljey w(>rp 
close in with the barrier, and could approach no 
nearer. On this day, the Peacock got a cast of the 
deep-sea lead, with Six's thermometer attached, to 
the dcptli of eight hundro'l and fifty fathoms, oidy 
a short distance from the barrier: the temperature 
of the rarfiiee was SP, and at the d^th aonnded, 
31 J"; current one-fourth of a mile, nortli-by-east. 

Tlio log-book of the Porpoise has also thb notice 
in it : " From six to eight, calm and pleasant, — 
took in studding-sails; at seven set main-topgallant- 
studding-sail ; discovered what we took to be an 
island, Ijoaring 8onth-i)y-east, — a great deal of field- 
ice in sight ; noticed penguins around the brig. 
(Signed) J. H. Nortli." Dr. Hotmea, on the aame 
evening, noted In hia joomal, a marked appeanmee 
of land. 

On board the Vincennes there was on the same 
day much excitement among the crew. All eagerly 
watched the flight of birds, together wMi the whales 
and penguins, and spoke of the proximity of land, 
which, from the appearance of ncver-fiuling signs, 
could scarcely be doubted. 

The field-ice is composed of a vast number of 
pieces, varying in size, and separated from one 
another, the long swell kecjiing the outer ones 
always in motion. The smallest pieces are about 
aixfcetin diameter, while the largest .s<:>raetime8 ex- 
cpeded five or six hundred feet. Their depth below 
the surface varies still more, and some appear to 
be soft, whilst others were hnrd and compact. The 
depth of theae does not probably in any ease exceed 
twenty feetL Most of them, and partienlarly the 
larger ones, had a covering of about eighteen inches 
of auow. The whole at a distance appeared like a 
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▼ast level field, broken np u it WCfS hy the plough, 
and presenting bhapeleaa angubr, mawes of every 
pi>a«ible figuro, wliiU beie and then a tftble-topped 

iceberg was enclosed. 
I This night we wera beating with frequent taelcs, 

in order to gain as much southing as possible. 
Previous to its becoming broad daylight, the fog 
rendered every thing obscure, even at a short di»- I 
tiuice from tito ship. I knew that we wen; iu dose 
proximity to leebcnrge end fldd'toey hut, from tte 
npoi-t vi the l.iok.out at sunset, believed tliat 
tliere was an opening or large bay leading to the 
southward. The ship had rapid way on her, end 
was much tossed about, when iu an instant all was 
perfectly still and quiet; the tnuMitkm was so sud- 
den that many were awakened by it from sound 
sleep, and all well knew, from the short experience 
we DM lud, that the eeeaation of the floand and 
motion usual at sea, was a pmnf that wc had run i 
j within a liiio of ice, — an oeeuiTence from which 
the feeling of great dan^< r is inseparable. The 
watch was called by the officer of ihe deck, to be 
in readineas to execute audi ordera aa might be 
necessary for the safety of the ship. Many of thuse 
from Itelow were seen hurrying up the bat^iheii, aud 
those on derk rttaining tlteir eyes to discuver the 
barrier in tiiTi • to avoid accidt nt. The ship 
• still moving rabidly along, some faint h<>j>c n niained 
1 that the bay might prove a deep one, niul < uable 

I me to antuij my eauguine hopes and belief relative 
to the land. 
Tlie feeling ifs awTul and the uncertainty most 
I trying tliua to enter within the icy barrier blind- 
folded as it were by an impenetrable fog, and the 
thought ctHWtuitly xecurring that both ahip and 
crew were in imminent danger; yet I was satisfied 
that nothing could be gained but by pursuing tliia 
coarse. On we kept, until it was reported to mo, 
by attentive Betnieny ttiat Oey beard Uie low and 
distant rustling of the ice: suddenly a dozen voices 
proclaimed the barrier to be in i<ight, just ahead. 
The ahip, which a moment before seemed as if 
unpeopled, £ram the atillnefla of all on hoard, waa 
instantly tdive with the bmtle of petfonning tiie 
evolutions necessary to lirinj;; her tO the wind, 
which was unfavourable to a return on the same 
tiaek by which we bad entered. After a quarter 
of an hour, the ice was again made ahead, and the 
full danger of our situation was realized. Tlie ^hip 
was certainly embayed ; and although the extent 
of eca-roou to which we were limited, waa ren- 
dered invisible by the dark and murky weather, 
yet that wc were closely circumscribed was evident 
from having made the ice eo soon on either tack, 
and from the audible rustling around us. It 
required several hours to extrwate the ship from 
this bay. 

Few are able to estimate the feelings tliat such 
an occasion causes to a commander, who has the 
responsibility of the safety of ship and crew ope- 
rating as a heavy weight upon his In-art, and 
producing a feeling as if on the verge of some 
overwhelming calamity. All ti mis to satisfy him 
that notliing could guide him in safety through, 
or shield fram destmetion those who have bMo 
entrusted to his charge, but the hand of aa all^wise 
Providence. 

17th. In the morning we discovered a ship ap- 
parently within a mile of us, to which we made 
signal and fired a gun, but she was shortly after- 



The P«8ct»t>k spoke with. 
Propriety of separation. 



wards lost sight of. We alao saw the brig to the 
eastward, ekm to the hairier of toe. In the sAar- 

noon we spoke the Peacock : she bad not seen us 
in the morning; and I should be disposed to be- 
lieve that the cause of h«r image appearing so 
close to us in the morning was produced by re- 
fraction above a low fog-bank ; but tlie usual ac- 
I companiment of such phenomena, a difference of 
temperature below and aloft, did not exist. 

I BOW deshred OH>tsin Hudson to make the beat 
use of his time in exploring, as to attempt to keep 
company would only imi)«de our progress^ and 
without adding to our safety, might prevail tta« 
opportunity of examimng the barrier for an open> 
ing. I was also satisfied that the separation wonld 
be a Ptr(»ng incentive to exertion, by exciting rivalry 
among the officers and ci*ew8 of the ditfer«itt vessels. 
This day at noon we were in latitude 66° 20' S., ! 
I h ngitnde 156** 2' E. Many petrels, albatrosses, , 
a few whales, and a seal, wero &ccu from the bhip; 
and the water was quite green. 

18th. The weather this day was variable, with 
light westerly winds ; the temperatars of av and 
water .32'. Occasional squalls of snow and mist 
occurred, but it was at times clear. The water 
was still ohve-green ; and the other vcescls oio* 
casionally in sight, beating to windward. 

On tiie morning of the 19th, we found ourselves 
in a <ii'ei> bay, and discovered the Peacock standing 
to the Bottth>west. Until eight o'clock, A.11., we 
had a moderate breese. The water waa of a 
darker olive- green, an 1 liri l a nmJdy apjiearance. 
Land was now certainly visible from the Viuceunes, 
both to the Bouth south-east and south-west, in the 
former direction most diatinotlv. Both appeared 
high. It was between eight and nine in the morn- 
ing when I was fully satisfied that it w as certainly 
land, and my own opinion was confirmed by that 
of some of the oldeet and most experienced seamen 
on board. The officer of the morning watch, Lieu- 
tenant Alden, sent twice, and called my attention 
to it. We were at this time in longitude 164" 3CK 
£., hUitttde 66« aiK &; the dav waa fine, and at 
times quite dear, with light winds. After divine 
service, I still saw the outline of tin ^■:^vn], uin hanged 
in form, but not so distinct as in tlie uiurning. By 
noon, I found we were sagging en to the hanier; 
the boats were lowered in consequence, and the 
ship towed <itl'. The report from aloft was, " A 
continued iiarrier of ice around the bay, and no 
opening to be seen, bavbg the western point of it 
bearing to the nonbward of west of us.'* I stood 
to the westward to pass around it, fully assured 
that the Peacock w<juld explore all the outlines of 
the bay. 

The Peacock, at .3>^ 30», aocordins to Captain 
Hudson's journal, having got into uie drift-ice, 
with a Ijarrier still ahead to the west, lacked to 
the soutli-east to work up for an immcuae niaas|, 
which had every appearance of land, and wMdi 
was believed (0 be such by all on board. It waa 
seen far b«yund and towering above an ice-island 
that was from one hundred and fifty to two hun- 
dred feet in height. It bore from them about 
south-west, and had the appearanee of being tliree 
thousand feet iu height, forming a sort of amphi- 
theatre, looking gmy and dark, and divided into 
two distinct ridges or elevatiMlS tliroughout its 
entire extent, the whole being covered with snow. 
As there was no probability of getting nearer to 

I 
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it in this quarter, they stood out of tke bay, which 
was about twenty miles dsep, to tHRNseed to tfa« 

westward, hoping to get an opportunity to ap- 
proach the object more closely ou tlie other eide. 

We had a beautiful and unusual sight presented 
to us this night: the sun and moon both ap- 
peavsd aboTS the horicon at the same time, and 

each throwing its 'i^l't nhrnnrl. T!:e latter was 
nearly full. The former iUuiuiiiated the icebergs 
and distant coutinent with his deep golden rays; 
while the latter, in the opposite horizon, tinged 
with silvery light the clonds in its immediate 
nei;;hhourli(K)d. There now being no doubt in 
any mind of the discovery of land, it gave an 
exciting interest to the ertiise, that appeared to 
set aside all thought of fatii^m , mul tn make every 
oue willing to encounter any tiillicully to effect a 
landing. 

20th. Thk day, on board the Feaoook they viir 
n caoe d a sea-fight between a whale and one of Its 

many enemies. The sea wa.s quite smooth, and 
offered the best ixmible view of the whole combat. 
Flnt, at a distance from the ship, a whale was 
seen floundering in a most extraordinary way, lush- 
ing the smooth sell into a perfect foam, and uu- 
dcavouriii<^ appartiitly to extricate himself from 
some annoyance. .-\s he approached the ship, the 
straggle oontinuing and becoming more violent, 
it was perceived that a fish, apparently about 
twenty feet long, held him by the jaw, his contor- 
tions, spoutiug, and throes all betokening the a^ony 
of the huge monster. The whale now threw hun- 
self at full lengtii from the water with open mouth, 
his pursuer still hanging to the jaw, the blood 
issuing from the wound and dyeing the sea to a 
distance aronnd; but all his flounderings were of 
no avail; his periiniifi- ii^ fin niy still maintained 
his hold, and was es ideutl^ g>~tuug Uie advantage 
of him. Much alarm seemed to bo felt by the 
many other whales annind. These "killers," as 
they are called, are of a browntsh eolonr on the 

back, Stfid white on the belly, with a long dorsal fin. 
Such was the turbulence with which they passed, 
thaia good view could not be had r>f tin : \ t i make 
out more nearly the description. These hsh attack 
a whale in tho same way ns dogs bait a bull, and 
worry him to death. They are armed with strong 
ahar]) teeth, and generally seize the whale by the 
lower jaw. It is said tliat the only part of them 
thev I is the tongue. The whalers give some 
marveliouH accounts of these killcr» and of tlu ir 
immense strength ; among them, that fliey have 
beoi known to drag a whale away fiwn several 
boais which were towing it to the smp. 

There was a gi'eat quantity of animalculo; in the 
water, and some large s^oids (mcdoeee) and quan- 
tities of shrimp were fwqnently seen aliont the 
icebergs; these arc no doubt the attraotioas which 
bring whales to frequent these seas. 

The last two days we had very many beautiful 
snow-white petrels about. The character of the ice 
had now become entirely changed. The tabtdar- 
formed icebergs prevailed, and there was com- 
paratively little tield-ice. Some of the bergs were 
of magnificent dimensions, one-third of a mile in 
length, and from one hundred and fifty to two 
hundred feet In height, with sides perfectly smooth, 
as though they had been chi.selled. OtlKr3 again, 
exhibited lohy arches of many-coloured tints, lead- 
ing into deep cavenis> open to ihs swell of the 



which rushing in, produced luud and distant 
tbnnderings. Tlie flight of birds passing in and 
out of tbt Bc cr)Vfm°, recalled the recoHretion of 
ruined altbcys, casties, and caves, while here and 
there abold projecting bluff, crowned with pinnacles 
and tuxreto, resembl^ some Gothic keep. A little 
finilier onwards would be seen n vast mmm, as if 
some powerful force had rent in twain these mighty 
masses. Every noise on board, even our own voices, 
reverberated from the OMflSivs and pore white walls. 
These tabulai* bergs are like masses of beautiful 
alabaster : a verbal description of them can do 
little to convey the reality to the imagination of 
one who has not been among them. If an im* 
mense eity of mined alabaster palaces can be 
imagined, of every variety (>f Hha\ui and tint, and 
composed of huge piles of buildiu^ grouped to- 
gether, with long lanes or streets winding irre- 
guhurly through themj aoms faint idea may be 
ranned of the gvaadecir and beauty of tiie spec- 
tacle. The time and ciremnatances under wliioh 
we wei*e viewing them, thieadiug our way through 
these vast bergs, we Icnew not to what end, left an 
impression upon me of these iey and dwwilito 
I'egions that can never be forgotten, 

22nd. it was now, during hne weather, one con- 
tinued day; but we had "^"i?"!!' anowHMualls 
that produeed an obsenrity that was tsntaUzing. 
The bergs were so vast and inaccessible^ HuA thevs 
was no possibility of landing upon them. 

The Peacock and Porpoise were in sight of each 
other this day. A large number of whales, al- 
batrosses, petrels, penguins, &c., were seen around, 
and a flock of ducks w as also i-eported as having 
been seen from the Vuicenues, as well as several 
seals. The effisot of sunrise, at a little after S a.m., 
on tlie 23rd, was glorious. 

As the events which occurred on board the 
Peacock during the next few days ai'e particularly 
interesting, I diall proceed to narrate them in de* 
tail, leaving the Vineenneo and Pmpdae to pursue 
their akag tiiehr dangcnms and novel path- 
way. 

The Peacock stood into the bay which tho Vin- 
cennes had found closed the day before, and saw 
the same appearance of high land in the distance. 
The water wan much disicoloured, and of a dark 
dirty green. They hove-to, fur the double purpose 
of getting a east of the lead, and of lowering the 
boats tn carry tho instmrnents to a small iceberg, 
oil which it was possible tu land, fur the purpose 
of making magnetic observations. A line of one 
thousand four hundred fathoms was prepared to 
sound, and to the lead was attached the eytmder 
with ?i\x'fi thermometer. The wind lieing fresh, 
sevei-al leads at different distances were attached 
to the lino. They were not aware that the lead- 
line had touched bottom, until tliey began to haul 
in, when it wa.fl fonnd that the lead bent on at five 
hundred fathojjv- v,m t'-lcd with blue and slate- 
eoloured mud. Attached to the lead also was a 
piece of stone, sad a Ikcsh bmise on it, as though 
the lead had struck heavily on rock. 

The remainder of tlie line had evidently lain on 
the bottom, as the coi>pcr cylinder was covered 
with nmd, and the water inside of it waa quito 
muddy. They then beat up a short distance 
to windward, and again sounded, when, with the 
line hanging vertically, bottom was reached at 
three hundrad and twenty firthoois i the matter 
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brought up was slate-colovired mud. The tem- 
perature of the water at the surface wan 32 \ and 
at the above depth 27^°, being » deexeue of 4^°. 

T}ie boats now returned, and cm mpfiKwelnng the 
ehip tlie persons in them were much stanltd by 
heariag the crew cheer ahip in oousequence of 
finding tetmdinga. This was m mtunl burst of 
joy, on fil triiniiig tlnis unquestionable proof that 
what iliey saw was indeed the land ; a circumstance 
that, while it left no doubt, if any bad oxihted, in 
(he miiid <rf mny one on board tite Peacock, Ujat 
what they had previmuly aeen waa truly terra 
tirma, furnished a proof that cann<-t be Rainsiiid, 
even by those disposed to dispute the evideuce of 
sight, unsupported by so deciaiTe a Ihct. Mr. Eld 
and Mr. Stnart, in the boats, succeeded in getting 
observations, and the mean dip by the needlea was 
86' 16'. 

Mr. Eld's boat succeeded in taking a king-pen- 
guin of enormeus size, viz. from tij) of tail to the 
bill forty five inches; aeross tiie flijipers thirty- 
seven inches ; aud tlic circuniferencc of the body 
thirty-three inches. He was taken after a truly 
«aUor>like fashion, by knoekiog him down. The 
bird remained quite mmwTed on their vppnmiohf 
or mther abowed a diajjosition to come forward to 
greet them. A blow with the boat-hook, however, 
•tanned him, and before hi* MCovery he was well 
•Miired. lie showed^ on eonnng (u himself, much 
resentment at the treatment he had received, not 
, by fighting, but by an inordinate noise. He 
was iu due time preserved as a specimen, aud now 
graces the collectiou at Washington. In his craw 
were found thirty-two ]» i<blea, firom the aiaettfa 
pea to that of h hazel- nut. 

24 tb. Bergs and field-ice were in various di- 
reottons around. They had light baffling wmds, 
clear and pleasant weather, with a amooth sea. 
The water was of a dark green colour. Standing 
into the bay for the purpose of approaching the 
hnAf Amj at 5 a.m. passed through drift-ice into an 
Ojpen space, and when they had again approached 
the field, hove- to for the purpose of soundbg. 
Here bottom was found at the depth of eight hun- 
dred fiuhoms; and the matter brought up was 
rimifaur to that obtained the day befoie. The dis- 
tance between the |in':i'H where these twoMNiDdings 
wuro obtained w&s tjut short. 

At 8^ 30»> A.M., while attempting to box off the 
aliip firom aome loe under the bow, she made a 
Btem-board, which hrought tiie etem eo forcibly in 
contact witli another mass of ice, tliat it seemed 
from the shock, as if it were entirely stove in ; the 
rudder waa ao much canted from its poaition, as 
to carry away the st:trVtf>ard wlieel-ropp, and to 
wrench the neck ul ihe rudder itself in such a 
manner as to render it unserviceable, or even 
worse tlian tiseleas. In bopca of lessening ib» diffi- 
culty, relieving-tadtlea were iqiplied to the tiller, 
but without effect, for it was discovered that the 
rudder had been so far twisted as to make a con- 
uderable angle with the keel, and every edmrtion to 
move it proved ineffectual. 

Ail hands were now called, and every office and 
man was ^-ji. l ilily at liis stiition. The ship was 
found to be rapidiy entering tiie ice, and every 
effort to direct her course by the management of 
the sails proved fruitless. In this helpless con- ' 
dition acai-cely a moment passed without a new j 
ahoek In aoma quavtar «r other from the ioe, and j 



every blow threatened instant destruction. The 
hope was not yet iiLaiidonvd, that some temporary 
expedient mi^t lie found to bring the rudder agaui 
into uae, untiT they ahould be extrieated from thia 
|Krilou8 situation. A niage waa, therefore, rigged 
over the stem, for the purpose of exanuiiing into 
its state, but it was found to be so much uijured 
that it was impossible to remedy its defects while 
in its place, aud preparations were forthwith made 
for unshipping it In the mean time tbe position 
of the vessel waa every instant growing worse, sur- 
rounded aa she waa by maseee of floe^e^ and 
driving further and further into it, towards an im- 
mcnso wail-sided iceberg. All attemptii to get tlie 
vessel on the other tack failed, in consequence of 
her being so closely eneompjaaed, and it was 
tbeivfore thought expedirait to attempt to bring 
her Iiead round, by hanging ber to an ii < I t l y 
tlie icc-anehors, aud thus complete what had been 
partially effected by tlie aalb. The anchor waa 
attached, but just at the moment the hawser was 
passed on board, the ship took a start so suddenly 
astern, that the rojw wjis litemlly dragged out of tlie 
men's handa before they could get a ttum around 
the bits. 

The ship now drove stem foremoet into the 
midst of the huge niaates of ice, striking the 
rudder a second time. This blow gu\e it tbe 
finidiing stroke, by nearly wringing otf the bead, 
breaking two of the piuUes, aud the upper and 
lower brace. 

The wind now began to freshen, and the floe-ice 
to Bet open the ship. The sails were furled, and 
spars rigged up and down the ship's sides as fen- 
dei-s. Attempts were again made to plant the ioe- 
ancbors, for which purpose the boats were lowered; 
but the confined apaoe,and tlie foree with which the 
piecea of loe ground njfnfnst each other waa so great, 
tliat tbe boats prov. i! ii< ;,rly as unmanageable as 
the sliip. After much exertion, however, the ice- 
anchors were ]danted, and the hawser iMuled taut. 
Here tliey for a time enjoyed comparative iiPcurity, 
as the vessel hung by the anchors, which were 
planted in a large floe. The ice continued to close 
in rapidly upon them, grinding, crushing, and car- 
rying away tbe (bndera; and Hm win^that had 
changed to seaward, roM with l^plfeazaiieca that 
foreboded bad weather. 

At 10*» 30™ this security was at an end ; for the 
anchors, in epite of tlie exertions of the officers and 
men who were near them, broke loose, aud the ship 
was again at the mercy of huge floating masses. 
A rapid stem -board was tlie consequence ; and a 
contact with an ice-island, vast, perpendicular, and 
as higli as the mastheads, app; an 1 hievitiiblc. 

Every possible preparation wa-s made to juoet the 
expected shock. There was no noise or confusion, 
aud the aelf-posseseion and admirable conduct of 
the eommander inspired courage tad eaDfidanoa ia 
all. Preparations were made «o codibiU tlia yaxd^ 
ond sjiars were got out. 

\\'bile these preparations were going forward, 
tlie imminence of the danger lessened for awhile : 
the anchors again held, and there was a hope ihat 
they might bring tlie vessel up before she etnick. 
This hope, however, endured but for a moment ; 
for the anchors, with the whtde body of ice to 
which they were attached, came in, and the ahip 
going astern, struck quartering upon a piece of ICQ 
whu»h by between her and the great ioa-idaBd. 
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TUB aflSnded tiie ksi hope of piraventing her htm 

coming in contact with it ; and tliU hope fiiiled 
aku ; fur, griixiiii^ aloni; the ice, she went nearly 
atei-u foremost, and struck ^^ itli htr larbewd quar- 
ter upon the ioe-ialand with a tremendoue ofmeh. 

The fint effect of this blow was to carry away 
the speakev^booni, the larboard stern-davit, and to 
emah the stem-boat. The starboard stem-davit 
waa the next to receive the Hhock, and as tliis ia 
connected with tlie spar-deck bulwarks, tlie whole 
of them were stai'ted; the kuee, a rutteu oue, which 
bound the davit to the taffrail, was broken off, and 
with it all the stanehione to the plankndieer, as far 
as the gangway. 

Severe 03 was this shock, it happened fortun tti ' v 
that it was followed by as great a rebound. Thi^ 
gave the vemel a cant to starboard, and by tlie 
timely aid of the jib and other sails, carried her 
clear of the ice-island, and forced her into a small j 
opening. While doing tills, and before tiie vessel 
had moved half Iter length, an impending mass of 
ice and mow fell in, her welce. Had tiib nUen only 
a few seconds earlier, it moat have enialied tlie 
vessel to atoms. 

It was also fortunate tlMlt the place where she 
etnidt the ioe-ialand was near its soutliera end, so 
that there was but a short distance to be passed 
before she was entirely clear of it. Tliis gave more 
room for the drifting ice, uid permitted the vessel 
to be worked by her sails. 

The relief from this pressing danger, however 
gratifying, gave no assurance of ultimate safety. 
The weather had an unusually stormy appearance; 
and the destruction of tlie vessel soenned ahnost 
inevitable, with the loss of every life on board. 
They had the melancholy alternative in prof j h t i f 
btiiiig frozen to death oue after the other, or pttribli- 
ing in a body by the dissolving of the ioeMrg on 
which they should take refuge, should the venel 
sink. 

When the duiner hour arrived the vessel was 
again iast in tlie icsii and nothing could for & time 
be detM : it was therrfore piped ne vmiaL This 
served to divert the minds el the men frou the 
dansers around them. 

wlmi the meal was over, the ftirmer manoenv- 
liug was reported to, the yards being kept swinging 
to and fro, in order to keep the ship's head in the 
required din?ction. She was labouring in llie swell, 
widi ice grinding and tliomping amunst her on all 
rides ; every moment something «ther fore m aft 
was carried away — chauis, bolts, bobstays, bow- 
sprit, shrouds; even the anchors were lifted, coming 
do^vn with a surge that carried away the eycbolts 
and lashings, and left them to hang by the stoppers. 
The cut-water also was injured, and every timber 
seemed to groan. 

Siuiihu: dangers attended those in the boats. 
Passed Iffidshipman Eld was sent to phuat the lee- 
anchoi-s : thf-rr v n'^ no room for the use of oars ; 
the griudiiig and gratiug of the ice, as it roiie and 
fell with the swell, rendered great precaatiuii ne- 
eesSBiy to prevent tlie boat from lieing swamped or 
crushed ; and when it is stated lhat two hours of 
bar ! rx' rtion were required to plant tlir icc- 
aiichors, some idea of the difficulty attendnig this 
service will be had. But thb was nut all ; the 
difficulty of returning was equally great, and no 
pumible way of effecting it seemed tu KUggeat itself. I 
The sides vf the ieebesgii eonld not be asoended, I 



and to approadi the berg on the aide next the ship 

was ceirtain destmction to the boat and crew, for 
the ice and water were foaming like a cauldron ; 
and to abandon the former was vqually out of the 
question. At last a chance offered, although almost 
a hopeless one, by passing between two of these 
berg«, that ap|>eared on the other side of a small 
clear space. The boat was upon a small piece of 
ice, from which, by great exertions, she was 
launched ; a few pulls at the oars brought tliem 
to the pa^ssage ; the bergs were closing fast, and 
agitated by the swell ; no time, therefore, was to be 
Iwt : the danger was alreadjjr great, and in a few 
seconds it would be tmpossible to pass. They 
entered ; tlieir oars eaught, and they got but half- 
wiiy through wiicn the icebergs closed in upon 
them, and pressed the gunwabs together, so as 
ahnost to crush the boat ; the water entered her, 
and she was near sinkinp;, when the berg stopped, 
retreated, and by another hard shove they went 
through, and were soon alongside the aliip. 

Every exertion was now made to work the ship 
and avoid heavy thumps from the ice. The mode 
resorted to, to get the ship about, was a novel one, 
namely, by urging her lee bow against a piece of 
ice, which had the same effect as giving her a lee 
helm ; bnt tliis was found rather too expensive a 
mode of effecting the fibject, and on the pumps 
showing an increase of water, it was disoontmued. 
The lee had been rapidly aeeumnlating around the 
ship, contracting slil! more narrowly the space or 
area in which they were, and rendering their 
situation more hazardous. 

At 4 p.H., they elewed up tho topsails, the ship 
being fast in the ice, with the wind direetly in tram 
the seaward. Tlie ice-anchors were now again run 
out, in hopes of relievuig her from some of tiie 
strain. A short time afterwards the ice clearing 
from the "torn enabled them to unship the rudder, 
which was taken ou board in two pieces : it was 
immediately placed on tho quarter^ed^ and all 
the oarpenters employed on it. 

It soon began to SBOW violently, and no clear sea 
could be seen from the ship In any direction. It 
becoming obscure, tho chancu was that they w ould 
have to take up th^ la.st abode thei-e. About six 
o'clock the weather cleared a little, and the wind 
freshene<l ; they ])artcd the hawser attached to the 
iee-anchor, and made sail again for the clear sen, 
which cuuld now be seen from the masthead. To- 
wards 8 P.M., sa if to bisst die little hope ^t the 
continuance of clear weather iusi)ired, the ship took 
a wrong cant, and wau forced into a small opening 
leading fbrtber into the ice to leeward, and towards 
the massive walls of the berg. Great, exertions 
were made, and fortunately, by the aid df the ioe> 
anchors and sails, (li y '^i ri i ded in getting her 
round, and her head agaiu pointed towards the 
dear sea; butth^ were sliurtfy afterwards wedged 
in between two large masses of ice. At midnight 
the sea was observed to riae, although the wind 
had not increased, causing much motion among the 
ice; and the stormy appearance of the sky con- 
tinued, and gave pronuae of a gale. The only hope 
left was to force the shipthr u 'i, and evei-y means 
were employed to effect tins object. The ice they 
had now to contend with wa.s of larger dimeoMons, 
and the increased sea rendered it doubly dangerous. 
Some of tho shocks against it were so heavy as tu 
exdta foavB that die alup's bow would he driven m, 
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and on one occasion three of the chronometen 
were thrown out of tlielr lif l« of iList upon 
their udes. They contiuued to m&ke but little 
headway* and the grinding and iliumping on the 
ship was most painful. Tlie hope of extricating her 
lessened every moment ; for the quantity of ice 
between them and the sea was increasing, and the 
ahip evid«Dthr moved with it to leewazd. Few 
altnttioiw oould be more trying, bat tiie emergency 
was met by Captain Hudson with a coolness, perse- 
verance, and presence of mind, which secured the 
admiration of all who were present, and inspired 
full confidence and a firm reliance in his nhility to 
overcome every difficulty that lay witimi ike power 
uf human means. 

In the afternoon of the 25th, the sea contiuued 
to inereaae, and tiie ship frequently etruek against 
the masses t>f Ice, while every foot they forged 
ahead cnrrie<l tbem seemingly into a more precari- 
ous situation. At about 3 p.m., they found that 
the gripe had b«eu beaten ofiT, and they were now 
bruising up the stem and grinding away the bows. 
There appeared no other course but to drive her 
out, which was deemed the only chance of saving 
the ship and evew. All the eanvam that would 
draw was therefore set to force her through ; and 
the wind favouring them, they had by four o'clock 
succeeded in passing the thick and solid ice, and 
shortly afterwards found themselves in clear water, 
withoQta rudder, the gripe gone, and, as was after- 
wards found, the stem ground down to irilliin an 
inch and a lialf of the wood-ends. 

The carpenters were still employed on the rud- 
der, and had miceecded in reinovinn; the broken 
pieces of the pintles from the second and thii-d 
braces on the stern-post ; the upper and lower 
pintles were broken, leaving only two to hang the 
mdder by. The weather seemed now to favour 
them, and about fen o'clock they had finished tlie 
mdder, which had been repaired in the best possi- 
ble mauner. Great credit is due to Mr. Dibble, 
the carpenter, (who loft his sick bed on the occa- 
sion,) for his exertions, attention, and perseverance. 
He and the carpenter's crew worked twenty-four 
honn without intenniarioo. The ship «m now 
hove-to, for it waa ftpprehended that her rolling 

w ni l render the tasK of shipping the rudder 
troublesome. By meridian they were again in n 
tititttion to make sail to extricate therasel ves from 
a bay some thirty miles in extent, which, with tlie 
exception of the small opening by which they had 
en; ;i I, was apparently closed by the barrier. 

ishurtly afterwards, the wind beooming fair, they 
made all eail for the oatlet. Tha weather proved 
flDOf and tho winda modemte. At midni|^t thegr 



finmd the only opening left, which was not more 
than a qoarter of a mile wide ; they succeeded in 
passing through tbtSy by 3 am., in » snow-stonn, 1 
and felt grateAd to Ood ttar their ptoridentinl I 

escape. 

Captain Hudson now came to the conclusion of 
returning north. ** After," as he says, ** thoroughly 
turning over in n^y own mind the state of the ship, — 
with the head of the rudder gone, hanging by two 
braces, and in such a Btatt liiat we could hardly 
hoi>e to make it answer its purposes again, in en- 
oountering the boisterous weather we shoold have 
to pa.<?s througli before reaching the first port, — the 
ship considerably strained ; her starboard spar- 
deck bulwarks gone as far forward as the gangway; 
the pipe off, and tlie stem mutilated ; — fiilly satis- 
fled Trom this state of things that she was perfectly 
us<-tes8 for cruising among iceber;; , nud theaccom- 
paoying dangers, in thick foggy weather, to which, 
in these latitudes, we should be more or tees snb> 
ject, and where rapid evolutions were often neces- 
sary, in which the rudder must perform its part ; 
and that the ship would require extensive repairs 
before heing employed in surveying operations; 
and feeling that tho eeaaon waa rapidly coming 
round when our services would be required in that 
duty, I held a council of the ward-room officers, 
and required their opinions as to making any tarn 
ther attempts to craise in these latitudes. 

" There was but one opinion as to the nece^ity 
of the ship's returning north, with the exception of 
Mr. Emmons and Mr. Baldwin, who thought the 
rudder might stand, provided we did not get near 
the ice, or fall in with icebergs. This of course 
would be to effect little or nothing, and result only 
in a loss of time. I aeeordingiy put the ship's 
head north, determined to proceed at onoe to Syd- 
ney, to effect the necessary repairs, lo aa to bo 
ready at tho oatliaat poaw Mo d^ to join tlie 
squadron." 

Such were the dangers and diffienltiee from 

which the Peacock, by the admirable conduct of 
her officers and crew, directed by the consummate 
seamanahtp of her commander, was enabled at this 
time to eifl^M. Theire still, however, remained 
thooeandaof mfleaofaatORnyoeeantobe «nooim« 
tered, with a ship so crippled as to bo hardly cap*> 
ble of working, and injtired to such an extent in 
her hull as to be kept afloat with diffleulty. The 
narrative of the events of this perilous navigation 
must, however, be postponed, until I sliall have 
given the proceedings of the other vessels of the 
squadron, while tracing out the position of the 
barrier, and liiUowing akng the newly-diaoovand 
eontinentt 



Digitized by Google 



FraoMdlnga «r tb* ViaeeuBaa. 
SlMppoiatBinit Sqr. 



Dimppotatiiwit Bcjr. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 
ANTARCTIC CRUISE. PROCEEDINGS OF THE TINCENNES. 



mocBionrea or ma viacaaraat vaow na Twavrr-asoowD or «AWVAar— a»*»roi«Yvnrr bat— WATaaiao oa 

THE ICE — DIAGRAMS OP THF. TCE-rs I, A K t)S — TlfEtR VTI UTT— VIOT.T: NT GALE AKD SKOW- STOR M— N A H ROW ESCAPl 
mOM STRIKIN« THE ICE — THE OPEN SEA H E A C H KD— RETl! A N OP KINK W H AT H »: R — V I N ( K N N Kll KTANDS AGAIN 
TO THE ROl'TIt, AND REACIIES THE ICY UAKHILR — PIVKK's B A Y — SOf V H t NO S IN THIRTY FATHOMS — ANOTHXm 

TioLsnx OALS— EKPoax ojT Tox utDicAi omcxa* — orixiox or TKX VAKO'aooa oFTicxaa — j>KTsaMi»ATloa 
TO FBOcaao wnm na eaain— m avnrm «a to mransimi o* aaaatrAar— aAwsiaa e» a» leaaaae 

— •PECIMBMS OF SOCKS OBTAINED — IKftUIHY TV RELATION To THE FORMATION OF ICEBERGt— THEIR SEPARA- 
TION FXOM TBX LANS — THKIR PROOHKIS — rUllTHWR EVIOENCK IN RELATION TO THE ANTARCTIC rOHTTNEMT 

— ESTIMATE «v na mAtM av -wmwrn na rw»A«Ka loa wotbi— xaa nacaaas* aastac ma aamnr w 

THE NORTH. 



In taking up the nanutive of the disaster susUined 
by the Peacock, with wiiich the preceding chapter 
closes, the Viiicenties and Fior|Kiue wan left an tlie 
22nd of January. 

On that day the Yinoeimea paawd tiie plaee 
through which tlie Peacock entert d, as has been 
related, oa the 23i'd, and found uo upeiiing. To 
judge from the manner in which the ice moved 
during the time the Peacock was enclosed in it, I 
am inclined to ascribe the alternate opening and 
closing of the passago into tlie bay, to a tide set- 
ting along this coast, in support of this opinion 
it is snfneient to state, thai the atreogth of the 
winds experienced on board that vessel was at no 
time sulHcieiit tu account for the manner in which 
the iee was found to move. 

About thirty miles to the trertward of this point, 
the VmoenneB passed a lemaifcable cwlleetion of 
tabular icebergs, for whose existence I can account 
in no other manner than by supposing them to be 
attached to a rocky ialety whidh formed a nucleus 
to wliirh they adhered. It was quite obvious that 



they had not been formed in the place where the 
were seen, and , - - - - ' 

after being adrift. 



and mnat, thenAiM^ hnv« gronni 



tney 



On theiiird of Jwraary, after passing aroond tihls 



group of iceberp 



til 



found comparatively 



dear, and a large open epace showed iuielf to tlie 
aoathwaid. Into tliis space the course of the Vin- 
cennpg was immediateiy directed. While thus 
steenng to the south, the appearance of land was 
observe d on eitlMr hand, htkh to the eMtward and 
westward. 

Punning thte ooone, we by midnight leaebcd 
the solid barrier, and all aj)proach to the land on 
the east and west was eutireiy cut off by the close 
packing of the icebergs. I was, therefore, re- 
lu<^anuy compelled to return, not a little vexed 
that we were again foiled in our endeavoor to reach 
the antarctic continent. This was a deep inden< 
tation in the coast, about twenty-five miles wide : 
we explored it to the depth of about fifteen miles, 
and did iv4 roach its termination. This bay T have 
called Diiiappointment Bay : it b in latitude 6?^ 
4f ao" 8., longitude UV SO' E. The weather 
was Mmarkably fine, ydth a hradng airt die 
thennometer hi the aSr 92*, in the water SI*. 

The next day, 24th, wo stood out of the bay, and 
continued our course to the westward. About 
noon, to my auipcia^ I lennit that one of &e 



officers, Lieutenant Underwood, had marked on 
the log-slate tiiat there was an o]>ening of clear 
water, subtending tim e points of the compass, at 
the bottom of Disappointment Bay. Though con- 
fident that this was not the fact, in order to put 
this matter at rest, T at once determined tfi return, 
although forty miles distant, and ordered the ship 
about, to refute tho aawrtion by the officer's own 
testimony. This was most effectually dune the 
next morning, 25th, when the ship reached tlie 
identical spot, and all were fully ctmvinci d that no 
opening existed. The whole bay was encloeed by a 
firm barrier of iee, firom north>north-weat to eaat> 
north-east. 

The weather proved delightful, with light airs 
from the southward, and I determined to take thus 
opportunity to fill up the water-tanka with iee. The 
ship waa hove-to, a hawser got in readiness, the 
boats low ered, and brought alungside of au ioAng 
well adapted to our purpose. 

TIm same opportunity was also taken to malw 
the magnetic observations on the ioe^and to tiy thn 
local attraction of the &hip. 

Many birds were seen about the ship, of which 
we were fortunate In obtaining specimens. The 
day was remaricably clear, and the same appear- 
mice of land I'wis t ii ih it had been witnessed on 
the '24th. We hlled uiueteeu of our tanks with toe, 
after having allowed it to remain for soma thne on 
deck for the salt water to drain off in pur^ and it 
proved very potable. 

At about y> P.M., we had completed our required 
store of ice, and cast off, making sail to the north- 
ward. 

In order that no further mistakes should take 
place as to tlie openings being pai>t<ed, I iiisued an 
order, directing the officer of the deck on being 
relieved to go to the maathend^ and report to me 
the exaot sitnation of th« i«« ; and f^iia waa oon- 
tinned during the rsmainder of our uniiie amang 
it. 

In threading our way through the many icebergs, 

it occurred to me that they might be considered 
as islands, and a rough survey made of them, by 
taking their benrings at certain periods, and making 
diagrams of their positiona. Thia waa accord- 
ingly done, and evexy few houn then^ were inierted 
11 the ohart whieh I was eonatmeong in my pvo- 
gress. 

HiIb 1 fomid to be veiy noeAd, and it gavniika 
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oonfidenee in praoMding , for I had « tolmble 

ch u t t > retreat by in ca«e of need, nt lonst for a 
few lioiirs, during which time 1 had reason to be- 
lieve that there was not much piolMlntily of the 
ioabergs cfaangi^g their nUlire poutions. 

The dtp obMtred on the i«e wnm 9]" 30', and the 
varintion 1'2° 46' ca-^ii i ly. The conipa' -^i s w i-i-i- 
found to b« very »luggi»h> having but iittb hori- 
zontal directive force. 

About half an hour after we east off from tlie 
iceberg, u thick snow-Htonn canio up, witli tlio 
wind from the south -east. Altiiough tlure were 
very nunjr iee^aUnds around m, on our wajr out, 
I felt tli^ I tittd«ntood the ground wall, Mving 
[ :ir.s' ! over it twice, and In l Air i;;^ ! had a space of 
& tew miles, only thinly s{<riiikieii with icebergs, I 
hove-to with shortened sail. This was the first 
south-enst wind we had had since being on this 
coaHt. I had been disappointed in not finding it 
fri'in that quarter before; for I had been informed, 
by those who had navigated in high souUieru 
boitndea, th«t aotitll*«aat would be the prevailing 
wind, and '\i f>!dd hr rtttcn li d ^vith fine wcnthur. 
Now, however, with a lair wind, 1 was uu&ble to 
run, for the weather was unfavourable. 

At 6 A.m, on tke 26ib, we agahi made aail, and 
ai 8 A.M. «• diseovered the I'orpoiso, to whom we 

made si^ialR to come w ithui hail. Wc foUHd them 
all well, and cunipared chronometers. 

As it still blew fresh fnim the •oath*east, and 
the weather became a little more clear, we both 
bore away, ruuuing Uirough luuch drift-ice, at the 
rate of nine knots an hour. We had the barrier 
in si|^( ; i( waa, luwerar, too thkk to see moob 
beyond it Sailhig in thna way I fidt to be ex^ 
tremely ha-'ard )uh; but our time wa«! ro short for 
the exainiii tti 111 of thi.s icy (»>aBt, that wliite thu 
barrier was t.) in h n, 1 deemed it my duty to 
proceed. We fortunately, by good look-oatfl^ and 
carefully conning the ship, were enabled to avoid 
any heavy thumiis. 

On the 27 th, we again had the wind from aouth- 
eoQth'west The floe-iee had become so thick, 
tliat fniind it impossible to get through it in the 
directiuu 1 wished to go, and we were compelled to 
paaa roond it. The Porpoise was in sight until 
noon. The weather proved beaatifoUy dear. A 
long range of tahalar icebergs waa in dg^t to the 
southward, indicating, as I have before observed, 
that the coast was near. I paaeed through tiiese, 
kifling rif^t of thePorpoiae to the north-we^^t about 
noon, when we were in longitude 142" 4()' E., lati- 
tude 54' 21" S., variation 6" 8' easterly. 

On the 28th, I found myself completely »ur- 
iwrnded by the tabular ieebeiiga, throogh which 
we eontintied to pass. Towards midnigbt the wind 
i-liifted to the Hini(h-east, and rnnM^^d tup tn liaul 
more to the southward. At 0^ a.m. we had another 
sight of the land ahead, and every prosjieet of 
nearing it, with a fine breeze. The nght of the 
icebergs around us, all of large dimensions, was 
beautiful. The greatest number in ^i^llt ;it <-nc 
time was noted, and found to be more than a liun- 
dred, valuing from a quarter of ft milo to three 
miles in length. We took the most open route, 
and by eleven o'clock had run upwards of forty 
miles through them. Wn had the hmd now in 
phiin view, but the weather aoon bmn to thieken 
and the btWse to freshen. At noon it waa •» Aick 
that o?«ix tUng waa hidden, and no obaarvation 



wee obtained. The dilp waa hoye-to^ bnt shortly 

nfr'^r ngain put under ^-ny, rr!n!;iiv„' srvrral fai ks 
U) keep my pusiLiou, wtnch i feit was becoming a 
critical one, in case a gale should ensue. I there- 
fore loolced earefolly over my chart, and was sur- 
prised at the vaat ntmiber of ieebergs that appeared 

m it. At 2 I' M. the barometer ] < -an to fall, and 
tlie weather to change for the worse. At 6 p.m. a 
gale was evidentiv coming one, ao wo took three 
reefs in the topeaus. It appeared Dow that certun 
wreck would ensue, should we remain where we 
were ; and after much consideration, I made up 
my mind to retrace ay wa^, and seek the open 
space forty milea distant, taking for a landmark a 
remarkable here tlirtt hnd been tlie last entered 
on tlie chart, and w hich would be a guide to my 
course onl; I therefore stood for itapooition. ^te 
weather was so thick, that it was necessary to run 
close to it, to be quite sure of recognizing it, for 
1 11 r!;is seemed to diipend our safety. About the 
ebtiiuated time we would take to pass over the 
dietanee, an ioelterg waa made (we were wlthfai 
one thousand feet of it) which, at first view, I felt 
confident was the one sought, but was not alto- 
gether satisfiod afterNvards. I therefore again con- 
sulted my ehar^ and beeanm more doubtful of it. 
Just at that moment I was called on deck bjr an 

oflici r, will) informed me tliat there were ict bergs 
a bliort distance ahead ! Such proved to be the 
case; our path was beset wWh mm, and it waa 
evident we could not regain our route. To return 
waa worse, 8o having but little choice left, I deter- 
mined to keep on. To encounter tliese icebergs so 
soon after seeing the other, waa in some respecta 
aatisfiMtory, for it removed all doubts, and showed 
me that we were not near the track by whicli we 
entei-ed. Nothing, therefore, was to bo done but 
to keep a good look-out, and the ship under anHI- 
cient way to steer well. My safest plan was to 
keep as near our former track as possible, belie vuig 
it to be most fn c of thes*? masses. 

At 8 r.M. it began to blow very hard, with a 
violent snoW'Storm, dveaaiaeribing our view, and 
rendering it impossible to see more than two 
ship's-leugths ahead. The cold was severe, aitd 
every spray that touched the sliip was immediately 
eonvertiMi into ice. At 9 F.M., the barometer still 
falling and the gale increasing, we reduced sail to 
close-reefed fore and iiiiiiif([ sails, reefed foresail 
and trysails, under which we passed numerous ice- 
bMgSI, some to windward, and aome to leeward of 
us. At 10^ 30*", we fc nivl ri'ii-selves thickly beset 
with them, and liad many narrow escapes; the ex- 
citement became intense ; it required a constant 
change of hehn to avoid tboas ckae aboard; and 
we were compelled to press the diip with eanvaa 
in order to escajic tin m, by keeping her tO Wind- 
ward. We thus passed close along their weather 
sidee, and distinctly heard the roar of the surf 
dfiebing against them. We had, from time to time, 
gliuij..ses of their obscure outline, appearing us 
though immediately above us. After many escapes, 
I found the ship so covered with ice, and the watch 
so powerless in managing her, that » lltUe after 
midnight, on the 29tn, I had all hands mllcd. 
Scarcely had they been reported on deck, wlien it 
was made known to uie that the gunner, Mr. Wil- 
li.imson, had fallen, broken his ribe^ and otherwise 
injured himaeU^ on the icy deck. 
The gale at this mnment waa awlbL We iband 
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we were pasBing large masses of drift-ice, and ice- 
Uuids became more numerous. At a little after 
one o'clock it was terrific, and the sea wa.H nnw 
so heavy, that I was obliged to rtdiice sail Mtiii 
further: tin i le and main-topsails were clewed 
up ; the former was furled, but tbe Utter being a 
new nil, miidi difficulty wis feuDd in aeenring it. 

A seaman, by tVtf nnmr of Bnxiks, in endeavovir- 
ing to execute tlie order to furl, got on the lee 
yudarm, and the sail having blown over the yard, 
prevented hie return. Not being aware of his 
poeittou until it wsb reported to me from the fore- 
castle, he remaiiied there some time. Oa my 
seeing him be appeared stiff, and clinging to the 
yard and lifL Spilling-lines were at ooee rmre, 
and an officer with several men sent aloft to reseue 
him, which they succeeded in doing by passing a 
bowline around his body and dragging nim into 
the top. lie was almost frozen to death. Several 
of the bset men were completely exbaiwleil with 
c<M, f ntigue, and excitement, and were sent below. 
ThiH added to our anxieties, and but little hope 
remained to me of escaping : I felt that neither 
prudence nor foresight could avail in (irotecting 
the ship and crew. All that could be duue was to 
be prepared for Miy eoMrgeiicgr, liy keefring ef ery 
one at his station. 

We were ewtfUy dashing on, for I felt ft neeee- 
sary to keep the snip under rajnd way t1 n mph the 
water, to enable her to steer and work quickly. 
Suddenly many voices cried out, Ice ahead I " 
then, **'0n the weather bow!" and again, *'0n 
the lee bow and abeam !" All hope uf escape 
seemed in a moment to vanish; return we could 
not, as lat^e ioe-islands had just been passed to 
leeward: to we daslied on, expecting ertry mo- 
ment the crash. The sliip, 5n an instant, from 
having her lee guns under water, rose upright ; 
and 80 close were we passiug to leeward of one of 
these huige islands, that our tiyaeila were almost 
thrown aback by the eddy wind. The helm was 
put up to pay the ship nff, hut t!ic proximity of 
those under our lee bade me keep my course. All 
WM now still except the distant roar of the wild 
storm, that was raginf^ behind, ht fnT-r-, and above 
us; the sea was iu gx'eat agitiitiun, and both officers 
and men were iu the highest degree excited. The 
ship continued her way, and aa we proceeded, a 
Itnunering of hope arose, for we aeddentally had 
it upon a clear pa-ssa^ between two large ice- 
islands, which in tine weather wo should not dare 
to have ventured tlitough. The suspense endured 
while makiug our way between tliem was intense, 
but of short duration ; and my spirits rose as I 
heard the whistling of the gale grow louder and 
louder before us, as we emerged frura the passage. 
We had eseaped an awful death, and were agiun 
tempest-tost. 

We encountered many similar dangers that night. 
At half-patt 4 a.m., I fonudwe hM reached the 
small open spaee laid down «o my ^lar^ and at 
five o'clock I hove-to the ship. I had be«n under 
intense excitement, and had not been ofT the deck 
for nine hours, and was now thankful t^j the Provi- 
denee that had guidoil, watched over, and preserved 
us. Until 7 A- ^t- ^11 hands were on deck, when 
there was some appearaiice of the weather mode- 
rating, and they were piped down. 

Thia gale was from tlie sooth-east, from whicli 
ijuiurter It blew duriug the whole of ita atrengih ; 



and when it began to moikrute, the wind veered to 
the southward. By noon we felt satisfied that the 
gale was over, and tliat we had escnjied, although 
it was difficult to realize a seme of security when 
the perils we had just pass<!d through were so fresh 
in oar minda» and others still impeding. Towards 
four o'eloek It cleared off, and we saw but few ice* 
bergs near us. Our longitude was found to be 140" 
E., latitude 63' 30' S., and I again made sail fur 
the ice to the south, to pass over the veiy route we 
had just traversed through so many perila. 

The wind had now hauled to the south-west At 
6 P.M., we again began to enter among ice-islands. 
The weather appeared settled ; but 1 bad so often 
been deceived 1^ Ita ilekleneas, that I feH no ve- 
lianoe ought to be put in its continuance. A power- 
ful inducement was held out to us, iu the pmspect 
of getting close enough to effect a landing} and this 
rendered us insensible to the dangsn. 

On the morning of the 90di the son rose In great 
brilliancy, and the scene waa altugether unlike that 
we had passed through only twenty-four hours be- 
fore. All was now quiet; a brisk bVeevte blew from 
the eastward, all sail wa.s set, and there was every 
j>ro8pect that we might accompliah our object ; for 
t)io land was in sight, and the icebergs seemed 
floating in quiet. We wound our way through 
diero hi a sea so smooth that a yawl might have 
passed over it in safety. No straight line could 
have been drawn from us in any direction, that 
would not have cut a dozen icebergs in the same 
number of miles, and the woudeting exclamations 
of the officers and crew were oft repeated, — ** How 
could we have passed through them unliarnied !" 
and, " What a lucky ship I " At eight o'clock, we 
lud readied the ic^ barrier, and hove-to chiBe to 
it It was tantalizing, with the land in sight, to be 
again and again blocked out. Open water wan seen 
near the land to the south-west of us, and a tor- 
tuous channel through the brcdten ice to leeward, 
apparently leading to it. All aiul was immediately 
crowded ; we piia.sed rapidly through, and found 
ourselves a^iin in clear water, which reached to 
the shorsa : the barrier extending in a line with 
our Conine, about two miles to windward, and a 
clear cliaimel to the uurth-west, about two miles 
wide, as far as the eye could reach. Sci ing thia, I 
remarked to one of the officers that it would have 
been a good place to drift in during the last gale, — 

littlf tliliil.itig that in a few short hours it would 
serve us for that purpose, iu stiU greater need. A 
bt isk gale ensued, imd the ship ran at the rate of 
nine or ten miles an hour ; one reef was taken ia 
the topsails, and we stood directly in for the most 
southerly part of the bay. 

This bay was formed partly by rocks and partly 
by ioe>isbmds. The latter were aground, and on the 
w estem side of tlw bay extended about fiva mileo 
to the northward our position. 

While we stood on in this direction the gale 
increaaed, and our room beoame so eireumseribed 
tiist we mid not time on any one tsek to reduce 
our canvas, before it became nocesaary to go 
about. In this way we approached within half a 
mile of the dark volcanic rocks, which appeared 
on both sides of us, and Kaw the land gradually 
rising beyond tljc ice to the height of three thou- 
sand feet, and entii-ely covered with snow. It 
could be diatioctiy seen extending to the cast and 
west of our po^on fully sixty miles. I make tUs 
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bay in longitude 140" 2' 30 ' K., 1 it i i ie 66*45' 

S. ; and, now that ull wore convinced of its exist- 



ence, I gave the hmd (be name of the Antaretie 
Continent. Some of the offlleen pobited oat the 

appearance of smoke, n^-^ if from n volcano, hut 
I was of opinion that tins was nothing but the 
anow^lrifl. caused by tlie heavy wpialls. There 
was too much wind at this time to taclc ; T fJipro- 
fcire had reeonrse to luffing the vessel up in tlie 
wind, and wure her nhort round on her heeL At 
the same time we sounded, and found a hard 
bottom at the depth of no more than thirty 
fntlioms. I have cnlled this hay Phier's Bav, 
after the signal quarter master of that name. It 
was impossible to lower a boat, or to i«main 
longer; indeed, I fell it imperative on me to r' nr 
its eonflned epaee before the floating ice might 
cib)so it up. 

At iot» aom we had gone round, and in an hoar 
more we cleared the bay. At noon the wind had 

incn-oflcd to ;i fjalo, nnd Jiy one o'clock, P.M., we 
were reduced to stonu-gaiis, with our top-gallant 
yards on deck. The barometer had again declined 
rapidijr, proving a true indicator, but giving little 
or no warning. To run the gauntlet again among 
the icebergs was out of the question, for a largo 
quantity of fleld-ice would have to be paesed 
through, which must have dono m eoraiomble 
damage, if it did not entirely disable us. The clear 
space we occupied was retained until five or six 
o'clock, when I found the floe-ice was coming down 
npon us; I then detennined to Uy the ship for a 
firir drift thnmgh the channel I had observed in 
the mominc, rm 1 .v'oich I had every reason to 
believe, from the wind (sontli-east) blowing di- 
rectly throvgh it, wonU not be obstmeted until 
the floe-ice came down. It was n ronwilation to 
know that if wc w ere corapeiied to drift, we should 
do 8o faster than the ice; I therefore thought it 88 
well to avoid it as long as possible. Another rea- 
son detennined me to delay the drifting to the 

Intest moment: I did m f li ve tli:\t the extent of 
the channel w e had seen in the morning was more 
than ten miles in extent, and atthe rate we drifted, 
the end of it would be reached lonfj hefore the pile 
was over, Thb, like the former gale, was an (4d- 
fashioncd finow-stnrm. All the canvas we could 
show to it at one time was a doee-t«efed main-top. 
sail and fore^tom-staysail. It blew tremendously, 
and the sea we experienced was a short disagree- 
able one, but nothing to be compared tu tliat which 
accompanied the first gale. From the shortness 
of the sea, I inferred that wc had some eunwDt. 
This state of things continued for several hours, 
during which we every moment expected to reach 
the end of our channel. Since the hurt gale, the 
whole erew, offleen and men, had been put in 
watch and watch, ready f^i- j i initantaneou.-? call, 
and prepared for rapid movements. The snow was 
of the same sleety or cutting character as that of 
the previous day, and seemed as if armed with 
sharp Icicles or needles. 

Tlie 31st brought no moderation of the weather. 
At 1 A.M., a group of ice-islands was reported, and 
shortly afterwards fleld-iee close under our lee. 
We wore ship instantly, and just avoided coming 
in contact with the latter. Sail was immediately 
made on the ship, and the scene of the former gale 
again gone through, with this exception, that we 
** * — ; to and fro among icebergs imme- 



diately to windward of tlte barrier, and each tack 
brongntns newrtr to it. Between 4 and 6 a. v., 
our spaee was beeoming confined, and there was i 
no abatement of the gale ; I therefore, as it had 
cleared Hufficiently to enable us to see a quarter of 
a mile, determined to bear up and run off north- 
north-west for a elcar sea. In doing this we ptased 

ieebergs of all dimensifmfi and heavy floe-ice. Hy 
a'' 30-' we had run Uiirty miles, when, findiiic; a 
more open sea, I judged we had partially cK aicd | 
the ice. At noon the gale still continued. The 
lowest reading of the barometer dnring this gale 
was 28 69 in. 

After Listing thirty hours, the gale, at 6 P.M., 
began to moderate a little, when we again made 
sail tf» the southward. I now felt inclined to seek 
Piner's Bay again, in order to effect a landing. 
This would have been a great personal gratifica- 
tion ; Init the bay was sixty miles distant^ so that 
to rerirft it wnuld occupy time that was now pre- 
cious; and feeling satisfied that a it extent of 
land wholly unknown lay to the westward, I 
deemed it my duty to proceed to its d is eoTCiy , 
not doubting that if my opinions of it^ existence 
were correct, a place equally feasible for landing 
w(juld ho found. Another subject also presented 
itself, which, for a time, caused me some anxiety, 
and which I eonfess was not only unexpected by 
me, but directly at vainanoe with my own observa- 
tions on the condition of my crew. As I feel com- 
pelled to give a eomplete detiUl of oor preeeedings, 
I must now revert to this subject. 

The following report of the medical officers of 
the nhip WM made to me en the day of its dat» i~ 

U. S. ship Vineennes, 

At sea, January 31st, 1840. 

Sir, — It becomes our duty, as medical officMsof 
this ship, to report to yon in writing the condition 

of the crew at the present tir 

The number upon the list this nioming is fifteen: 
mostof these cases are consequent upon the extreme 
hardships and exjKisurc they have undergone during 
the last gales of wind, when the ship him beeu sur- 
rounded with ice. 

This niuuber is not large, but it is neeessaiy to 
state, that the general health of the crew, in our 
opinion, is decidedly affected, and that under ordi- 
nary eireurastances the list would be very much 
increased, as the men under the present exigencies, 
actuated by a laudable desire to d» their duty to the 
last, refrain from presenting thcraselves as appli- 
cants for the list. 

Under these circumstances, we feel ourselves 
obliged to report tliat, in our opinion, a few days 
more of such exposure as they have already under- 
gone, would reduce the number of the crew by 
sickness to such an extent as to hazard the safety 
of the ship and the lives of all on board. 

Very respectfully, your obedient ser^Tints, 
(Signed) J. L. Fox, 

J. S. Whittle, 
To Cbsrles Wilkes, Esq. Aasistaat-sm gcous. 

Commanding exploring expedition. 

Although my nw.x nj [ni n, as I have stated, 
diifei-ed from that expressed in the report, I deemed 
it my duty to ask the ophiion of the ward-room 

officers, and also, in order to pmetirc additional 
medical advice, restored to duty Acting-Surgeon 
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Gilchriist, wlio was under mispcnsion. The opmion 
of the ward-room officers was aaked In a writlMI 
ciioiilM', of whieb the following is a copy. 

U. S. ship VineeniMfl, 
At sea, January 31st, 1840. 
Gentlemen, — The receipt of the enclosed report 
of Dra. Fox Mid Whittle, relative to the healtli 
and cpnditioiii of the crew of this ship, at thb time, 
renders it necessary for me to decide whether it is 
expedient to push further south in exploration 
under the present circumstances. 

As you arc acquainted with all the circumstances, 
it is uuntcessary to repeat them, except to remark, 
I that your opinion Lb requested before I decide upon 
i the course to be pursued, in conseqneme ef the »tnmg 
I bias MlfUntemet might give me in the pmaeealkii 
I of oar arduous duties. I wish the report returned 
to me« and for you to communicate your opiniott in 
writing. 

I tm, mpeetfully, &c , 

CUAJEU.ES WlLK>:S, 

Cumniuiiding eotploriaig expedition. 
To the ward-room officers, 
U. S. ship Vinoennea. 

Of tiir .iiswers to this letter it ia auffieient hers 
to say, that a majority concurred in opinion with 
the report of the medical ofiicen. Notwithstand- 
ing these opinions, I was not natisfied that there 
was sufficient cause to change my original de- 
termination of passing along to tiie appointed 
rendezvous ; and after full consideration of the 
matter, I came to the conclusion, at whatever 
liaaard to ship and crew, that it was my duty to 
pMeendi and not give np the emiae untii the aliip 
ehoatd be totally disabled, or it ahamld be evident 
to all that it was impossible to pci-sist any Iouk't. 
In bringing; mj'sclf to tbia deciatonj I believe that 
I viewed the case on all aidea with Mrnesa, and 
allowed my duty to my country, my care for thone 
whom it had committed to my charge, and ray re- 
■ponsibiiitjr to the world, each to have ita due 
weight. 

The weather now moderated, and I radered nil 

to hv made. The 2nd of February found us about 
sixty miles to tlie westward of Piner's Bay, steer- 
ing to the southwai'd, and as usual among ioe- 
isIanJs, nnUIi the land in si^ht. The land hnd the 
same iufty ai>i>carancc as before. We stood ia 
until 3 r.M., when we were within two and a lialf 
miles of tlie icy clifTs by which the land was 
bounded on all sides. These were firom one hnn- 
dr i !ni<l fifty to two hundred feet in height, quite 
perpend ieulur, and there was no appeanuice what- 
ever of rocks ; all was eovered with ice and snow. 
A short distance from us to the westward was 
a long range of icebergs aground, which, contrary 
to the usual apjuaranL-e, I(x>ked much wtather- 
beaten. We tried fur soundings, but did not get 
any with one hundred and fifty fiithoms, although 
tlie water was much diBcolcurcd. The badness of 
the dccp-»ea lino was a great annoyance to us, for 
deeper soundings would probably have obtained 
Iwttora. No break in the icy barrier, where a foot 
ctrald be set on the rocks, was observable from 
ah 'ft. Tlie laml Htill trended to the westward as 
iar astlie eye could reach, and continued to exhibit 
the aame enamcter as beftwew Our longitude now 
was 137° 3' E., latitude 66" 12' S.: WO fooild the 
magnetic declination westerly. 



This proved a tine day, so that we had an oppor- 
tunity of airing the men's bedding of ventilating 
the ship, and of getthit; rid of tho ice, with which 
we were much encumbered. The thcrmooieter 
varied from 33^ to Sff'. Our siekJiat bad iiiereaaed 
the Jaat few daya to twenty ; many of the men 
were allbeted with bolh, which rendered them 
comparatively useless ; and ulcers, \sh!ch were 
caused by the least scratch, were exceedingly 
prevalent ; but their food waa good, they had 
plenty of it, and their spirits were exeellent. The 
high land was seen this afternoon, but tho barrier 
aion<^ which we were passing prevented ajiy nearer 
approach. Thia evenmg it waa perceptible that 
the da^'s weiw beeoming shorter, whleh waa a new 
source of anxiety, for we w ere often sun f unded by 
numerous ice-islanda^ which the darkness iiendered 
more dangerous. 

Towarda evening the weather became unscttl. d, 
and the 3rd of February was ushered in by anotln r 
j,'ale, aeconijianied with snow. The barometer fi ll 
lower than heretofore, namely, to 28*460 in.; the 
thermometer stood at SS*. Before dio thlek anew 
came on, we had talcen the bearings of the ice- 
islands, and linding we had a few ^milee compara- 
tively free from tuam, I determined to await tlie 
result of tlie storm, and made every thing anng to 
encounter it The gale continued thronghont the 
day, and although it moderated after 5 p.m., we 
had some strong squalls, but nothing so violent as 
those wo had already experieossd. The ship, in 
consequence of the snow, became more damp and 
uncomfortable, and our sick-list waa increased to 
thirty, wlio wi re rather overcome by want of rest 
and fatigue than aifeeted by any itiaimam To 
remedy ue dampness, a stove was plaeed on dm 

u;iin-deek, and fires kept biirnii.L^ in the galleys on 
the berth- deck, more tur the purpu:>o of drying the 
nmi*8 elothes than for wnrmtli. We had no ob- 
servations this day, hut tlie dead-reckoning gavo 
tlie longitude 134^ E., latitude 6'S' 4a' S. 

Tlie 4th and 5th tlie weather continued the same. 
As the wiiida became lighter thick anow fdi, and 
we wera able to aee only a short distance from 
the fillip. We contrived by mana-uvring to retain 
our position. On this la^l day we got a tolerable 
observation, which gave our MOgitude as 189* 4Sf 
£.,aad latitude 64° C S. 

Tlie first part of tlie 6th tho s>amc thick weather 
continued, but towards 4 r.M. it began to clear, 
when we again made sail, imtil we saw and took 
the bearings of the barrier. We found ouiselvea 
situated oppn.site the part of it we had seen three 
days iHifore. It still had tin- appearance of being 
attached to the land, and in one uninterrupted line. 
Wishing to examine it closely, I liove-to for broad 
daylight. Many whales, penguins, ilocks of birds, 
and HOiiie seals, were reported. 

On the 7 th we had much better weather, and 
continued all day running along the pcrpendkndar 

icy ban-iei', about one hundred and fifty feet in 
height. Eeyuud it the outline of the high land 
could l>e well distinguished. At 6 p.m. we sud- 
denly found the barrier trending to the southward, 
and the sea atndded with icebergs. I now hauled 
off until il tylight, in order to ascertain thi trending 
of the laud more exactly. I place thia point, which 
I have nam^ Oape Cut, after the fitat lieutenant 
of the Yincennes, in loQgitude 131* 40' K, Mid 
latitude 64'' 49' S. 
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On the 8lb, at daylight, we ngaui luadu sail 
to the Buuthward, and found at 4 a.m. the field uf 
ice had ttopped our pra^wM, and the weatlier was 
thidc. Land was no longer Men tn the eoath, a 

deep bay Rjiparciitly making in. We continm 1 
our couiTHi to tile WL-?>t\vard along the bamt-r, until 
8 P.M., when we were again brought to. At 7 
we had strong indications <jf land ; the barrier was 
of the former perpendicular fm-tn, and later tlie 
outline of the continent appeared distinct though 
distAQt. The uigbt w«« dark and unpleesMit. At 
noou onr longHude was 127° T E., and latitnde 
65' y S.; Yanation 14° 30' westerly. 

On the 9th we had ttie finest iiay we had yet 
experienced on this coast ; the wind had veered 
from the east to south-west, and given us a clear, 
bracing, and wholesome atmosphere. The barrier 
exhibited the same ap|xarance as yesterday. Our 
loDKttude was 125° 19' laUtude Ci' 6^ 
vamtion S2* 4ft' westedlj. The eumnt was tried, 
but none found ; the pot waa r<r.\y visible at five 
rutJioms ; the colour ot the water a dirty green ; 
the dip sector gave 15". I never saw a clearer 
horiason, or one better defined than we had to the 
northward. The icy barrier was really beautiful. 
At midnight Inl a .--plinfliil display of the 
aurora australis, extending all around the nurtbeni 
horizon, fram weet-by-north to eaat-mnrth'Sait. 
Before its appearance, a few clouds only were seen 
iu tiie south-east, ou which the setting sun cast a 
red tint, that barely rendered them visible. The 
horizon, with tiiis eaeeptioo, iqipeared clear and 
well definsd. Tiie spots or brashes of light fre- 
quently MMhed the lenith, eooTeiipng to » point 
near it. 

Although no donds eonld he seen in <iie dlne> 

tion of the auroni before or after its appearance, 
yet when it wa.<i tirst seen, there appeared clouds, 
of tlu- form of mafwive cumuli, tinged with pale 
yellow, and behind them arose brilliant red, purple, 
Mange, and yellow tints, stresnihig upwards in 
innumerable ra<liations, with all the fihades that a 
«»omhiiiation of these colours could effect. In its 
most brilliant state it lasted about twenty minutes. 
The pold-leaf electrometer was tried, but without 
beinjf aH'ected : the instrument, however, was not 
very sensitive. Heing Homcwhat surprised at the 
vast mass of cumuli which appeared during the 
eoutinnanee of the aurora, I watdied after its dis- 
appeai*auce till daylight, but could s^r f.,,iy m f, w 
clouds: I am therefore inclined to impute the 
phenomenon to some deoeption caused by the light 
of the aurora. Tlie appsMttk altitiide of these 
clouds was 8°. 

On the 10th we were again favoured by the 
weatlier; it pwf^ uh a fine suosliino, and an oppur* 
tnni^ of airing tha ship and drymg the dotnee. 
All the Rick were improving in health. 

Ruiniing cl<»se along the barrier, which con- 
tinued of Uie same ohsrsetsr, although more bix)ken 
than yesterday, we mw an appearance of Umd, al- 
tlioiigh indbtnefly, to the southward. The water 
was of the Bame colour here as before, and the 
wind being fmm the south-south-east, we made 
some progress, and found ourselres in longitude 
!"J2°35'E., latitude 65» 2?' S.: the variation had 
iiuw increased to 44° 30' westerly. No aurora 
was seen tliio nigh^ dthongh ft was lodiod for 
anxiously. 

lldi. The barometer had been stationary at 



29 080 in. for the last three days: it now began to 
fall ; the temperature of the air was 31% of the 
water 32°. The fall of the barometer was soon 
followed by snow and thiek weather. The trending 

if the barrier had been snuth-weat-by-weat, and a 
^oi>d deal of floe-ice had been met w ith, which we 
ran throng The sea was quite smooth, and many 
icebergs wevo onelused iu the barrier, which was 
very coroMO^ and composed of flat fields. At 

10 i'.M., I fMmd It too dark to mn, and hove* 
to. 

Daring the ISA we had pleasant weather, and 

at 2 A.M. filled away. At 8 a.m., land was reported 
to the south-west. Keeping along the barrier and 
increasing our latitude, f again had hopes of 
getting near the land. We passed through great 
quantities of large Hoe-ice until 1 p.m., when the 
solid barrier prevented our further progress. Land 
was now distinctly seen, from eigliteen to twenty 
miles distant, bearing from southnnnUi-eaat to 
sf)Uth-weBt,— a lofty mountain range, covered with 
buuw, though showing many lidges and indenta- 
tions. I hud the ship to for flmo hours, in hopes 
of discorering some opening or movement in the 
ice, but none was expo^nced. I tried the current, 
and found none. The wa; r v as of a dirty dark 

{^reen. We sounded wiiit the wire-line iu two 
lundred and fifty fathoms, and found no bottom. 
The teniperattire nt that depth was SOJ", of the 
air 31". The bamer liad in plates the appear- 
ance of being broken up, and we had decreased 
our kngitude to 112" l& 12'^ while our lati- 
tude was 64° 57' S. This puts the hmd in about 
66° 29' S., and its trending nearly east and west. 
The line of the icy barrier was generally uniform, 
dthough it was oecasioually pierced with deep 
bajT?. We pnw some icebergs with decided spots 
uf earth on ilieni, which gave me hopes of yet ob- 
taining the object of my wishes. The water was 
remarkdbly smooth diuing this day, and the 
weather dear, enabling us to see a great distance. 
Two hours after we bore away, we left the floe- 
ice, and entered a clear sea to tiie westward, where 
we lost sight of the barrier for a time ; but in 
haiilin;,' to tho Routh-west, it wa«, by 8 P.M., 
within liui e mile* of us, when wc again kept off 
parallel to its trending. The appearance of land 
still continued. Shortly after, I hove-to^ for the 
purpose of awaiting the daylight to continue our 
observations of the land, w ith little propy i ct or 
probability of reaching it, &Y>m the immense quan- 
tity of iee whieh oontinQed to fonn an fanpenetmUie 
barrier. 

13th. At 2 A.M. we made sail to the south-west 
in order to close with the barrier, which we found 
retreated in that direction, and gave us every 
prospect of getting nearer to it. Oiir course, for 
tlie most part, was through icebergF- if tabular 
form. In the afternoon we had the land ahead, 
and stood in for it with a light breeze until 6| 
P.M., when I judged it to be ten or twelve miles 
distant. It was very distinct, and extended from 
west-south west to south-south-east. We were 
now in longitude 10fi° 40^ and latitude 65" 67' 
S.; the tarhition was 64* 90^ westerly. The %vater 
was veiy green. We sounded in three hundred 
fathoms^ and found no bottom. The weather liaving 
an nneettled appearance, we stood off to seek a 
clearer space for the night. The hind left was 
high, rounded, and coveirad with snow, resembling 
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tint flnt difloovered, and luul the s|»pe«nttee of 

being bound by perpendicular icy clifls. 

14Ui. At daylight we agaiu made i>ail for the land, 
beating Ib Ibr It until 11 x.u., when we found any 
farther progress quite impossible. I then jud^a-d 
that it was seven or eight wiles distant The day 
was remarkably dear, and the land very distinct. 
By measorement, we made the extent of cuaat of 
ttift Antaretio Contaneiit, which was then in sight, 
scvonty-fivc mlJes, and by approxhiiato measure- 
ment, throe thousand feet liigL. It was entirely 
covered with snow. Longitude at noon, IOC" 18' 42" 
E., latitude 6SP 69' 40" S., varialioil 67° 5' wes- 
terly. On running in, we had paSMd wveral ice- 
bergs i:r iitly discoloiu^ with earth, and finding 
we could not approach tlie shore any nearer, I 
datoradniad to land on the largest ice-island tliat 
seemed accessible, to make dijt, intensity, nn 1 
variation observations. Uu coming up witii it, 
about one and a half mile from where Uie barrier 
had stopped us, I hove the sliip to, lowered the 
iMMts, MM forCnnaleljr •libeled » landing. We 
found embedded iu it, in places, bouMei-s, stone.^, 
gravel,^ sand, and mud or clay. The larger speci- 
mens were of nd aaodatoae and basalt No signs 
of atraitiiicalion were to be aeen in it, but it was in 
places formed of iey conglomerate (if 1 may use 
the expression), composed of large pieces of rocks, 
as it were frozen together, and th« ice was extremely 
iiard and flint-lilce. The largest benlder embedded 
in it was about five or six feet in diameter, but 
being situated under the shelf of the iceberg, we 
were not able to get at it. Many spectmena wera 
obtained, and it waa anwaing to see the eagemeee 
and dodre of ail hands to poaeeae themselves of a 
pitHT of the Antarctic Continent. These pieces 
were iu great demand during the remamder of 
the cruise. In the centre c» this iceberg was 
found a po!!<l f>f most delicious water, over which 
waa a scum of ice about texi inches thick. We 
obtained from it about five hundred gallons. Wo 
remained upon thia ieebecg aercval hours^ and the 
men amused themselves to ttieir hearts' content in 
sliding. The pond wa.s three feet deep, extending 
over an area of an acre, and contained sufficient 
water for half-a-doz n ^hips. The temperature of 
the water was 31". This island had been un- 
doubtedly turned pai'tly over, and hud precisely 
the same appearance that the iey barrier would 
liave exhibited if it had been turned bottom up 
and Bubscquently modi worn by storma. There 
waa no doubt that it had been detached from the 
laud, which was about eight miles distant. 

Around the ie^ijg we found manyapeclca of 
soophytea^ via. aalpee, a beautiful apecinien of 
olio hellelna, Bome large pelagie, and many small 
Crustacea. I made several drawing of fli :n TUU 
day, notwithstanding our disappointment ui being 
stul repelled from treading on the new continent, 
w-as spent with mnch gratifiattioPf and gave us 
many new Apecimcns from it. 

Finding that we had reached the longitude of 
105** beiore the time anticipated, aud he'u^ 
deaixona to purrae the diaeoverfea further west, I 
left a signal flying on tliis berg, with a bottle 
containing instructions for the other vessels, 
directing them to proceed to the westward as 
tut as they could, in the tune which ahould 
zemain prior to the lat of Mkrdi. At 8 r.ii. we 
joined the aUp, and bore nway Oi^tdtk to the west- 



ward, mtendbg to pursue the route pdnted oat to I 

them. 

On the 16lh we passed luaiiy icebergs much 
difloeleured wilii earth, stones, &c., none of which 
appeared of recent formation. The wcatlier thia 
diiy became lowering, and the breeze fresh ; we 
double-reefed the topsails, and made every tiling 
snug : the wind waa from the southward. At noon 
this day we were fn longitude 104* E., latitude 
C4°6'S. The SI a had been remarkably RunKith 
the last few days, with no iswell; and 1 beg:ui to 
entertain the idea that we might have a largo body 
of ice to the northward of us; for the position 
where Cook found the barrier in 1773 was two 
hundred miles further to the north. 1 deknnined, 
however, to pass on in our exploratioos, hoping 
they might enable me to join uat of I&derby's 
Land. 1 deeTne<i it a gi-eat object actually to 
prove tlie continuity with it if potsfeiblc; aiid if dia- 
appointed in tliis, I shoiUd at any rate ascertain 
wltether there bad been any ehai^p iu the ioe in 
Ais quarter, since the time of Cook, which had 
been done already near Ne Phus Ultra. 

Wo had a number of whulea about us this 
day, aa well as penguins. Cape pigeons, white and 
gray, and itmaUand Jarge petrels. Some seals also 
were seen. 

1 wa.s now luqipy to find tlie health of my crew 
had become re-establialted, aud that only a few 
remained en the aSek-list* This^ I thmk was 
effected by constant Attention to their hdng warmly 

clothed. 

The icebergs were covered with penguins. Se- 
veral officers landed en tlie icebergs to get a few 
as specimens. On their return, some penguins fol- 
lowed them closely, particularly one, wlio at la»t : 
leaped into the boat It was supposed ihat iUi : 
mate had l>een among those taken, and that it had | 
followed on that account. If this were the fact, j 
it would show a remarkable uisimctivc aflccliou in j 
thus bird. 

Ou tiie 16th, the banner of iee trended to the 
northward, and we were obliged to haul to the 

north-ciLSt, pas.slng through a large number of ice- 
isiauds, many of wiiiult were stained witli eartli. 
In the afternoon a large sea-elephant was dis- 
covered ou the ice; two boats were sent to elTect 
his capture, and many balls were fii-ed into liini, 
but he showed the uluiost iiidifierence to tluir 
effect^ doing no moro than to raise lus head at each 
ahot He contrived to escape by floundering over 
the ice until he reached tlie water, in which he 
was quite a different beuig. At about 7 f-^-, Dr. 
Fox was deepatched in a boat to visit an ice-island 
that was very much disooloured with cli^ in 
patches. He reported that there was upon it a 
large pond of muddy water, not frozi n, altliougli 
the -temperature ou board was much beiuw the 
firesadng point We observed around the icebergs 
numerous right whales, puffing in all directions. 
A Urge quantity of snaall crustacca, including 
shrimps, were hcj"c seen around the icebergs. 
These are believed to be tho cause that attracts 
whales to these parts; they also supply the nume- 
rous penguins with their food. For several daj s 
I observed a great difference in the wind, by day 
and by night It hod been fresh from the hour of 
seven in Uie maming until 8 p.m., w hen itgenerally 
beeoBiee light or dies away altogether. To-dMr we 
found ourselves hi longitude W Em> and httilnde 

L 
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64 21' S. Wc to-day made observations th rough - 
out the twtnty-foar hours with Leslie's photometer. 

Ou the 17th, about 10 a. m., we discovered the 
tMorrier extending in a line ahead, and numing 
north nnd south far 1' 1 eye could reach. 
Appearaiicea of laud w ere alhtu aeen to the south- 
west, and its trending seemed to be to the north- 
ward. We were thua eat off from any further 
progress to the westwwd, and obliged to retrace 
our steps. Tii:^ poeition of tin ii . diaappointed 
me, although it concurred with what was reaaoo> 
ably to be expected. We were now In loaritode 
97' 37' E., and latlttide 64° I'S.; our vanation 
was 56' 21' westerly, being again on the decrease. 
To-day wc Iiad sevmd Qow-aquana, which, instead 
of being iu flakea, ww in emnli fpeaiiut, na round as 
shot, and of variooa rfzet, from thai «f muetwd- 
seed to hucksliot. It was remarkably dry, pure 
while, and uot at all like bail. We found the bay 
we had entered was fifty or sixty miles in depth, 
aud haviiijj ruu in (»n its soutliern side, T deter- 
mined to return alon^j its uortliern shore, which we 
set about with much anxiety, as the weather bej^an 
to duinge for the wone. Oar aituatioa waa by no 
meana each as I ahonld hsve chosen to enootinter 
bad weather in, the bay beinj!; sprinkled with a 
great many large icebergs, llara we met with a 
large number of whales^ whose curiosity seemed 
awakened by our presence. Their proximity, how- 
ever, was any thin^ hut pleasant to ns, and their 
blowings resemble i tlirtr of a number of loeonio- 
tives. Their doee approach waa a convincing proof 
thai they had never been exposed to the pursuit of 
their skilful huntcn;. They were of the fin'bsok 
species, and of extraordinary size. 

Between ten and eleven o'dedc nt vght it was 
entirely elear over hetd^ rad we mm gratified 
with a splendid exhilntioa of the anron anstnilts. 
It exceeded any thing of the kind I had hcrctof'ire 
witnessed ; its activity was inconceivable, darting 
from the zenith to the horizon in all ffireietions in 

the most brilliriiit fVTUseations ; rwys procerfli^-',^ r;s 
if from a pomL iu the zenith, flaished in brilliant 
pencillings of light, like sparks of electric fluid in 
vaeuo^ reappeared again to vaniah ; forming 
themselves into one body, like an ambrella, or fkn, 
shut up; again emerging to flit acrr)s.s the hky with 
the rapidity of light, thep' showed all the prismatic 
colours at onoe or hi quick succesnon. So remark- 
able were the phenomena that even our sailors 
were constantly exclaiming in admiration of its 
brilliancv. The best posiuon in which to view it 
was by iying flat upon the deck, and looking up. 
Tiie eketrometer was tried, hut no effect perceived. 
The star ranapna was in the zenith at the time, and 
though visible through the aurora, was much dimi- 
ntaiiM in brightnei^. On this id|^t also the moon 
was fisrtislly eclipsed* 

Laige icebergs Imd now beeome very ttumeroas, 
and strengthened tlie belief that the laud existing 
in tliis vicinity had taken a very decided trend to 
the northward. I accorduigly followed up the 
northern barrier closely, and passed through the 
thickest of these bergs, well knowing from our 
experience that we should liave little or no oppor- 
tunity of seeing the land, unless on the inner aide 
of them. It appeared aa thoogh they had oolleeted 
here from other p!ace.«, and it is impossible to form 
an idea of the small space to which we were at 
tines sonflned. Upwards «f oiw hnndrsd ioe* 



islands could be counted at a time withoot the 
aid of a glass, some of which were several miles 
long. We enjoyed this beautiful sight with the 
more pleasure, for we liad beeome vsed to them, 
and knew from experience that it was possible to 
navigate through them without accident. 

On the 18th, we continued beating to the east- 
ward, and found no end to the spparsntly inter- 
minable barrier. We had a smooth sen, and better 
weatli^r tliin I anticipated. At n on, we had 
retraced our way about forty miles. To-day we 
again had snow, which fell in the furm of regular 
six-pointed stars. The needles of which these stars 
were formed were quite distinct, and of regulai- 
crystals. The temperature at the time was 28°. 
The bnrameter stood at 28*76 ia^ about three- 
tenths lower than wo lud Ind it for tite fawt twdve 
days. The wind was easterly. 

19th. During this day the barrier trended more 
to the north-east, nnd we not unfireqnsntly entn«d 
bays so deep as to find ourselves, on reaching the 
extremity, cut ofl' by the barrier, and compelled to 
return to within a few miles of the place where we 
had entered. X thought at first that this mkht 
have lieen eansedi by the tide or eorren^ but 
repeated trials showed none. Neitlier did I detect 
any motion iu the floating ice except what was 
caused by the wind. Our longitude to-day was 
101° E., Lititude 63° 2' S. Some anxiety asemed 
to exist among the officers and crew lest we should 
find ourselves embayed or cut off from the clear 
sea, by a line of barrier. There appeared strong 
reason for this apprehension, as the smooth sen wo 
had had for several days still continued ; we had 
been sailing as if upon a river, aud the water had 
not assumed its blue colour. 

It was, therefore, with great pleasure that, on 
tilo 20th, a slight swell was perceived, and the bar- 
rier began to trend m i- to the northward, and 
afterwards again to the we!>tward. In the morning 
we found ourselves still surrounded by great num- 
bers of ire i^lnnds. After obtaining a tolerably 
clear space, the day being rather favourable, we 
sounded with the deep-sea line eight hundred and 
fifty fathoms. Six's tbennometer gave at the 
surmoe SI*, and at the depth of eight hundred and 
fifty fathoms 35°, an increase of f ur degrees. The 
current was again tried, but none waa found. A 
white object was visible at eleven fothoma. The 
water had now assumed a bluish cast. 

We endeavoured to-day to land ou an iceberg, 
but there was too much sea. Shrimps were in 
great quantities about it, but swam too deep to be 
taken. The wind again hauled to Uio westward, 
which disappointed me, as I was in hopes of getting 
to the position where Cook saw the ice iu 1773, 
being now nearly in the same latitude. It was less 
than <Hie hundred miles to the westward of us; and 
little doubt esn exist that its situation has not 
raatorially changed in sixty-seven years. 

The observatKina of the squadron during this 
season's antarctic cruise, together with those of the 
preceding year, would seem to confirm the opinion 
that very little change takes place in the line of 
ice. It may be inferred that the line of perpetual 
congelation exists in a lower latitude In soma parte 
of uo southern hemisphere than hfi others. The 
icy barrier retreats several <i. u rrrs t ; tlie soutli of 
the Antarctic Circle to the west of Cape Horn, while 
to the easlwanl it in plaoss advances to the iiorth- 
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ward of that line, whicii is no duubt owing to the 
situation of the land. Fi-uin the great qimititiw of 
ice tu be found diifting in all parts of the ocean in 
high southern latitudes, I am induced to believe 
tliat the formation of the ice-islands i.s much more 
rapid than is generally supposed. The manuer of 
their fnmatioii daimed much of my attention 
while among them, and I think it may be explained 
Siitisfactorily and without difficulty. In the first 
place, I conceivo thai ieo requires a nucleus, 
whereon tlie fogiB, snow, and laia, may oongeal and 
aoenmalate ; this the ttnd affords. Aecident then 
separates part of this mass of ice from the land, 
when it drifts off, and is broken into many pieces, 
and part of thia may agidn jom tihat whidi is in 
process of formation. 

From the accumulation of snow, such a mass 
speedily assumes a flat or table-topped shape, and 
coatinnes to increase. As these htyen aoenmnhite, 
the field-ice begins to sink, eaeh storm (there of 
frequent occurrence) tending to g\\o it more 
weight. The part which is now attached to the 
land remains aground, whilst that which is more 
remote being in deep water is free to sink. The 
accumulated weight on its outer edge produces fis- 
sures or fractures at the point where it tiikes the 

Sound, which the frosts increase ; thus separated, 
e sarrsoe agsin becomes horisontel, and eontinnes 
to receive new layers from snow, rain, and even 
fogs, being still retained to the parent ma^ by the 
force of attraction. The fogs have no small in- 
fluence in contributing to the aecnmiUation : some 
idea may be formed of the inerease from this cause, 
from the fact that during a few hours tlie ice accu 
mulated to the thickness of a quarter of an inch on 
our rigging and spars, though neither rain nor 
snow fi II. It may, therefore, 1 ^hin!:, he safely 
asaerted tliat these icebergs are at ail tunes uu the 
increase ; for there arc few days, according to our 
experience in this climate^ in which some mode of 
predpitatton does not prevail hi these high lati 
tudes, where, according to our observatiouH, ice 
seldom melts. The temperature of even the suin- 
m«p months being rarely above the frce/.ing ]ioint, 
iTt:i-s'f>8 of a thousand feet in thickness mis4ht re- 
quire hut few years to form. Icebergs were Been 
in all stages of formation, from five to two hundred 
feet above the surfao& and each exposed its strati- 
fication in horinmtal »yen from six inches to four 
feet in tliickness. When the icebergs are fnlly 
formed, they have a tabular and stratitied appear- 
aaoc, an i are perfectly wall-sided, varying from 
one hundred and eighty to two hundrad and ten 
feet in height. These were frequently found by 
us in their orif^inal situation, attached to the laud, 
and having the horizontal stratification distinctly 
visible. 

In some places wc sailed for more than fifty 
miles together, along a &trai|^ht and perpendicular 
wall, from one hundred and fifty to two hundred 
feet in hdght, with the land behind it. The ioe- 
berga found along the oosst afloat were from a 
({uarter of a milo to five miles in length ; their 
separation from the land may be effected by severe 
frost rendbig th«n asunder, after whteh the violent 
and frequent storni« nv.\y be considered a sufficient 
cause to overcome tlie attraction whieli holds them 
to the parent mass. In their next sta^e they ex- 
hibit the process of decay, being found fifty or 
sixty idks from the bnd, and fiar the moat part 



with their surfaces inclined at a cou^iderable angle 
to the horizon. This is caused by a change in tlie 
position of the centre of gravity, arising from the 
abrading action of Uie waves. 

By our observations on the temperature of the 
sea, it is evident that these ice-islands can be little 
changed by the melting prooeas before they reach 
the latitude of 60°, The temperatiu c of the sea ( as 
observed by the vcsselii going to ajjd returning 
from the south), showed but little cliauge above 
this latitude and no doubt it was at its maximiun, 
as it was then the height of the summer season. 

During their drift to the northward, on reaehiiiii: 
lower latitudes, and as their distance f^m the land 
increases, they are found in alt stages of decay ; 
Some fiji-niiii'_!; obehsks ; otliors towers and Guthie 
ai'ches ; and all more or less perfuraled : some 
exhibit lofty columns, with a mitural bridge resting 
on them of a iighloeas and beauty inconceivable in 
any other material 

While in this state, they rarely exhibit any 
signs of stratification, and some appear to be 
formed of a soft and ponms lee ; otheta are quite 
blue ; others again show a green tint, and are 
of hard Hiuty ice. Large ice-islands are seen that 
retain their tabular toi>s nearly entire until ilie\ 
reach a low latitude, when their dissolution rapidly 
ensues ; whilst some have lost all reseroblanoe to 
their original formn'iun, and had evidently been 
overturned. The process of actually i-ending asun- 
der was not witnessed by any of the vessels, 
although in tlie Flying-Fish, when during fogs 
they were in close proximity to large ice-islaniis, 
(In y inferred from tlie loud cra?-hiug, and tlie sod- 
den splashing of the sea on her, that such occur- 
rences bad taken place. As the bergs gradually 
^ 'come worn by the abrflsiun of tlie sea, they in 
jjiany cases form large overhanging shelves, about 
two or three feet above the water, extending out 
t n or twelve feet ; the under part of this project- 
ing mass exhibits the appeanmoe of a collection of 
icicles hanging from it. The temperature of the 
water when among the icebergs, was found bclo« 
or about the freezing |)(>int. 

I have before spoken of the bouMi rs erabed<led 
ill the icebergs. Ail those that 1 had an oppor- 
tunity of observing, apparently formed a part of tho 
nucleus, and were surrounded by extremely com- 
pact ice, so that Uiey appear to be connected witlt 
that portion of the ice tliat would be the last tn 
dissolve, and tiiese boulders would therefore in all 
probability be carried to the farthest extent of 
their range before they were let looee or deposited. 

The ice-islands, on being detached from their 
original place of formation by some violent st »rn), 
are conveyed to the westward by the south-eant 
whids which are prevalent here, and are found, the 
first season after their se))aration, about seventy 
miles north of the barrier. This was inferred from 
the observations of both the Vincennes and Por- 
poissi, the greatest number having been found about 
that distance from ^ barrier. That these were 
recently detached is proved by their stratiHed aji- 
peamnce i while those at a greater distance had 
lost their primitive form, were much worn, and 
showed many more signs of decay. Near the 
extreme point of the barrier visited, in longitude 
97" E., latitude G2 30' S., and where it begins to 
trend to the westward, vast coileoduus of these 
Uands wen eneountered. From this point they 
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must paas to the northward during the next ieuon, 

IMirtly influpnced by tlie current, and partly seat- 
to red by tlio prevailing winds, until they reach the 
nixtieth dtgrco of latitiide, when they cncountiT 
tlie CMterly and uortb-eaaterljr ■treaaiB that are 
known to prerail, which tarry them rapidly to the 
north. 

Our data for tlieir actual drift, though not alto- 
gether positive, are probably the best than can be 
had, and will go far tuwarda Moertaining the 
velocity of their progress to lower latitudM ; our 
obstTvations also furnihh some estimate of the time 
in which they are formed. On our way south, we 
did not &n in with ioe-idands until we necfaed 
hititade ' S. The Peacock was tho first to rc- 
tuim, and nearly upon the track by which we hnd 
gone south ; the lost seen by her was in 55" S. 
The Vineennea^ on her return fifty daya later, saw 
diem in 51^ 9. The Porpoise, about tlie same 
lime, in oS' S. Tlie obstirvatloa in tlic Vincennes 
gives a distance of ten degrees of latitude, or six 
hundred miles to be l asjwd over in fifty daya, 
which would give about half a mile an hour ; or, 
taking the Peacock's observations, a more rapid 
rate would be given, nearly three-fourths of a mile. 
Many ieebexga were met in the latitude of 42° S., 
by outward*KNind riiips to Sydney, in the month <rf 
November ; these, I learned, were much worn, and 
showed lufty pinnacles, exliibiling no appearance of 
having over been of a tabular form. Th^e no 
doubt are such as were detached dunng ft lonner 
season, and being disengaged from the herrier, 
would be naturally, early the next season, drifted 
by the easterly current as well as the westerly 
witt^ ud would pursue the direction they give 
them. They would therefore be driven to the 
north-east as far as the south cast winds prevail, 
and when these veer to the westward would receive 
Ml eMtnrlj direeUon, Itia where theae winda pre- 
▼ail that they an UMSfe fimtoentlljr frand hy ihe 
outward-bound vceaela) — between tiie ktitaon vi 
40" and 60* S. 

Respecting the period of time required for the 
formation of tliese ice-islandf, much light cannot 
be expected to be thrown on the subject ; but the 
few facta derived from observations lead to some 
condoaions. Many of them were measured, and 
thdr allitnde foand to be l^rom fifty to two hundred 
and fifty feet ; eighty distinct stratifications were 
counted in some of the highest, and in the smallest 
thirty, which appeared to average a little more 
t)i;in two feet in thickness. Supposing the aTerage 
fall of snow in these high latitudes to be an inch a 
day, or thirty feet a year, the largeiit icebergs would 
take more than thirty years to fui'm. They were 
seen by us in all the sfa^^ of their growth, and all 
bore uncqnivocal marka of the same origin. Tlie 
distance from tite land at which they were forming, 
fully satisfied me tliak thdr iKflh «ftt« COUld only 
be derived from the mows, &e. 

The movement of the Ice along the ceeat is 
entirely to tlie westward, ami all the large ranges 
of ice-islands and bergs were found in that di- 
reetion, while the eastern iH>rttoa was eomiMura- 
tivcly free from it. A difference was found in the 
position of the floe-ice by the different vessels, 
caused mther by the wind than by the tide. When 
the Vineennes and Porpoise passed the opining by 
which the Peaooclc «iife«Eidl, It waa firand elosed, 
although only tweniy-four bows had ekpeed. It 



has been seen that the ice had much movement 
during the time the Peaooek was beeet by it^ and 
the bay was all hot dosed when she effeeted her 

escape. Another instance oct nm 1, where the 
Porpoise, in about the longitude of 1^*^ found 
the nnpraedcable barrier a few n^ea fnrtter sooth 

than the Vinccniiea did six or seven days after ; 
but this fact ia not to be received as warranting 
any general conclnition, on account of the occur- 
rence of south-east gales daring the intermediate 
time. The triato for currents have, fm the most 
part, sli I'vii none to exist. The Porpoise, it is 
true, experienced some, but lliese were generally 
after a gale. If currents do exist, their tendency 
is westward, which I think tlie drift of tlie ice 
would clearly prove. The diflference between the 
astronomic potiilions and those given by dead- 
reckonings^ waa of no avail here aa a test*, for the 
co m s cs of the Tceseb amoi^ the fee ,were so toir> 
tuous, tliat III' Vuter could not be depended upon. 

The winds winch prevail from the south-west to 
the south-east occaiiionally bring clear weather, 
intcmipted by flurries of suow ; the north wind is 
light, and brinf»s thick ft)g8, attended by a rise of 
tt^mperature. Extremes of weather are experienced 
in rapid succewion, and it is truly a fickle climate. 

The evidence that an extensive continettt ties 
within the icy barrier, must have appeared in the 
account of my proceedings, but will be, I think, 
more forcibly exhibited by % eompariaon witti the 
aspect of other lands in the same southern parallel. 
Palmer's Land, for instance, which is in like manner 
invested with ice,ia so at certain Hen - i-s of the year 
only, while at others it is quite clear, because strong 
currents prevail there, which sweep the ice olf to 
the north-east. Along the Antarctic Continent for 
the whole distance explored, which is upwards of 
fifteen hundred mil^, noopen strait is found. The 
coaat, where the ice pemutted approach, was foond 
enveloped with a perpendienhir barrier, in some 
cases unbroken for fifty miles. If there was only a 
chain of islands, the outline of the ice would un- 
doubtedly be of another form; and it is scarcely to 
he conceived that so long a chain emild extend 
so nearly iu the Siiine parallel of latitude. The 
land has none of the abruptness of termination 
that tlie islands of high southern latitudes ex> 
hibii; and I am satisfied that it exists fat one nn- 
intemipted line of coast, from Ringgold's KikiII, 
in the east, to Enderby's Land, in the west ; that 
the coast (at longitude 96' E.) trends to the north, 
and this will account for the icy barrier existing, 
with little alteration, where it was seen by Cook 
in 1773- vast number of ice-islands conclu- 

sively points out that therq is some extensive 
nueleus which retidns them in their porition; for 
I can sec no reason why the ice should not be dis- 
engaged from islands, if they were such, as hap- 
pens in all other cases in like latitudes. The for- 
mation of the coast is different from what would 
probably be found near islands, soundings being 
obtained in comparatively shoal water ; and the 
colour of the water also indicates that it is not like 
other sondiem lands, abrupt and pMeipitoaa. This 
cause is suflRcicnt to retain the huge masses nf ice, 
by their being attached by tlieir lower surtaces 
instend of l^ir aides only. 

* The fact of there being no northerly current along this 
extended line of cout, Is a strong proof in my niind of Us 
Mug a sontinent, ia»t«sd of a isiifls «f islaada 
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Evidence in relation to the AntarctlB 
Continent.— Dritt of the ice. 



Moch iuquiry and a ttnmg desire "fias been 
evinced by geologists, to ••certain the extent to 

wlili li these ice-islands travel, the bnolders and 
masses of earth they transport, aiid the direction 
they take. 

From my own obfTVHtii'nf', nnd tho infnmmtion 
I have collected, there ajipearb a gieat Uiliereuce 
in the movements of these vast masses ; in some 
jreer% neat numiietB ef them have fleeted north 
noni we Asteretie Ctieley end even at timee ob- 
structed the nav'Tfration nbont the capes. The 
year 1832 was i^markabie in this respect; many 
veaaels bound round Cape Horn from the Faeiflc, 
were obtij^ed to put back to Chili, in consequence 
of the dangers nrisinj^ from ice; while, during the 
preceding and fallowing years, little or none was 
seen : this would lead to the belief, that great 
changes mwt take place in the higher latitude^ 
or the prevalence of some cause to detach the 
ice-islands from the barrier in such great quantities 
as to cover almost the entire section of the ocean 
south of the latitude 50** S. Taking tlie early part 
of the (southern) spring, as the time of separation, 
we are enabled to make some estimate of the 
velocity with which they move : many masters of 
v cneob have met them eome aix or seren hnndred 
miles from the barrier, from sixty to eighty days 
after this period, which will give a near ajiproxi- 
niation tooiir results heretofore stated. 

The Beaaon of 1S39 and 1840 was considered as 
an open one, from the large masses of ice that 
were met with in a low latitude, by vessels that 
arrived from Europe at Syduey : many of them 
were eeen as fur north aa htitnde 42* S. 

The causes that prevail to detach and carry 
them north are difficult to assign. I have referred 
to the meat probabla ones that would detach them 
from the nurent mass in their formation. Our 
frequent trials of currents, as has been stated, did 
not give" us the assurance that any existed; but 
there is little doubt in my mind that they do pre- 
vail. I should noL however, look to a surface 
current a^; being tiie motive power that carries 
these immense masses at the rate they move ; 
oompacatiTely speaking, their great bulk is below 
the mflttence of any snifaee ennent^ and the rapid 
ifatft of these masses by winds is stHI more impro- 
bable ; til ere fore I conceive we mur>t look to an 
under current as their great propellei*. In one 
trial of the deep-sea thermometer, we found the 
temperntiM-e l^nrnth four degrees wanner than 
the surlace. Ort C ape Iloru, the under tempera- 
tore was found as cold as among the ice itself ; 
re|»eated experim«it» have shown the same to 
oeeur in the arelie reghins. From tlib I would 
di-aw the conclusion tliat changes are going on, 
and it appears tu me to be very reasooable to sup- 
pose, that at |)eriods, currents to and from the 
poles niiould nt titnps exist ; it is trae, wc most 
generally tiud the latter to prevail, a-s far as our 
knowledge of facts extends, but we have not suffi- 
cient information yet to decide that tliere is not a 
reflow towards the polo; the very eireninstattee of 
the current Betting from the higher latitudes, 
would seem a good argument that there must be 
some €onnter«enmnt to maintam the level of the 
waters. These masses, then, are most probably 
carried away in the seasons when the polar streams 
are the strongest, and are bonie along by them at 
the velocity with which they move : Utat these do 



not oeenr annaaQy may be inferred from Uie ab- 
sence of ioe-islands in the lower latitudes ; and 

that it is not from the scarcity of them, those who 
shared the dangers of the antarctic cruise, will, 
I have little dmibt, be ready to testify ; for, al- 
thougii great numbfr*^ of thrm °?iifiried the oppnn 
that year, yet the niurauvu shows tliat vast num- 
bers of them were left. 

The specifie gravity of the ice varies very much, 
aa might natorally be expected; for while some of 
it is porous and of a snowy texture, other islands 
are in great part composed of a compact blue flinty 
ice. This difference is occasioned by tlie latter 
becoming satmratsd with water, wfaieb aftctvards 
freezes. 

On the ice there was usnallv a covering of aViout 
two feet of snow, which in places bad upon it a 
crust of ice not strong enough to bear the weight 
of a man. Those ice-ishmds, which after having 
been once seen, were again passed through immc- 
diatety after * gale, were observed to be changed 
in appearance; but though for forty-eight hours a 
severe storm bad been ex))erienced, they had not 
undergone so great a transformation as not to be 
rectignized. They also appeared to have shifted 
their position with regard to one another, their 
former bias and trendings being broken up. 

During our stay on the icy comt, I saw nothing 
of what 18 termed pack-ice, — that is, pieces foroed 
one upon the other by the action of the sea or 
currents. 

On the 21st, the weather became unsettled, with 
light westerly wiuds, and we made but little pro- 
gress to the westward. The harrier, at 6 p.m., 
was seen frrnding to the westward. In conse- 
quence of indications that threatened bad weather, 
I deemed it useless risk to remain in the proximitv 
of eo many ice-islands; and a strong breeze, witn 
squally weather, having already set in, I took ad- 
vantage of it, feeling satisfied that our further 
Gontinoance in this icy region would not only be 
attoided with peril to the ship, but would cause a 
waste of the time which was demanded by my 
other duties ; and having nearly three thousand 
miles to sail to oiur next port (Bay of Islands), I 
made up my mind to turn the head of the vessel 
northward. 

T therefore had the officers and crew called aft, 
thanked them all for their exertions and good 
conduct during the trying scenes thegr had gone 
through, congratulated them ou the success that 
had attended us, and informed tliem that I had 
determined to beiU' up and return north. 

Having only twenty-five days' full allowance of 
water, I ordered ita issne to be reduced to half 
allowance. 

I Imve seldom seen so many happy fac^, or such 
rejoicings, as the announcement of my intentiSB to 
return produced. But although the crew were 
delighted at the termination of this dangerous 
cruise, not a word of impatience or discontent had 
becu heard during its continuance. Neither had 
there been oecadon for punishment; and f eonid 
not but be tliankful to have T'l rn ninbled to con- 
duct the ship through so difficult and dangerous a 
navigation without a single accident, with a crew 
in as good, if not in better oonditiun than when we 
first reached flie Icy harrier. For myself, 1 indeed ' 
felt w oi-se fur the fatigues and anxieties T had un- 
dergone; but 1 was able to attend to all my duties, 
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and considered myself amply repiud for my im- 
paired health by the important diseoveriMi we had 
made, and the wicceeB that had attended our 
exertioua. 



I shall now le*Te the Tineennes to pursue her 
route northward, and rattuti to the Porpoise, the 
result of whose proceedloiga will he detaued in the 
following chapter. 



CHAPTER XIX. 
ANTARCTIC CllUIS£-(cftKni'a^)* 

VaOCREDIKOIt OV THK PORPOISE rilOM TllK TtWFM'V -si:rON D TO TUB TIIIIITIETII OF J ANDARY— PRiNCn fatAIUmv 
■BXH— ITS COMMAKOaa SKrVStS TO SrSAK THE rOKFOltS— raOCBKDlXOI VP TO TUS THtaO OF FEBRCAnV— 

•AU— jroBntKa nocassmai «o *bb xwaami o» rBaavAftf— mcmaws M moCK osTaiirBi»— wbksbb 

LIMIT or UEK CRUISE— BBTVBII TO TBI lASVWARD— PORPOISE STAirDS TO THB VOBTBWilBB— aVCKtaiTV 

ISLANDS— POBrotSK ARRIVr.S AT THE BAY OF ItLAHDS— CRUISE Ot TITK PLTINO*rilB— LAKBtlfO AT MAC- 

ai'ARit's isL \Nii- i-noi Krrust.ji ov mi; flyiko-fish vp to the fovrth <>f FFHrtUARV — state of her 

CBKV — THEIR I.}:TTER TO LIECrCNANT PIKKKEY— BE BSSOLTBS TO BSTQaV— ARRIVAL OP TilE FLTINO-FISB 
AT TBB BAT OV ISIABBS— XVBBTS BOBIlie TBB aiTIIBV OW TBB TlBCBBBBt-'SVB VAfU TO BBACK TAB 
SISVBH'S MNV— ABBITAA OV TUB VIVCBBBBS AC STOHBT— PEACOCK FOOBD TNaaB— BBTmiV OV Tia PaACOCX 
' MOW THB ICT BAKBIBBWVB HAKBA HACeVABts's ISI.ABS— SBB ABBITB* AT SVBBBV^TATa Ot TMM WMMlDOat 
—BfWPrrAMTIBI BBCBlTSD AT STBWBT. 



Om the 22nd January, 1840, the Porpoise lost 
eight of the Peacock, and continued beating to the 
aouth-weatk The weather was extremely cold; sea- 
water froze oil 1j( a ft-w niinuten in the bucket 
oo deck. Some shrimps were caught. The water 
at 3 P.M. was much discoloured ; got a east of the 
lead with two hundred fatlioins: no bottom; found 
the current south- by-east three-fourths of a mile 
per hour. At 4^ 30"", paiised large icebergs, one of 
which had eeveral dark horizontal tmubi^ *PP** 
rently of earth, through it; large qnantitlee <^ floe 
and (Irift-ico to ilie PDUtliwai d; liie sea very smooth, 
A report of high land was umde this morning ; in- 

I deed every thing indicated the proximity of land. 

I The number of seals, wliales, pcn<iiiiiis, shrimps, 
&.C., had very much iiicrca.scil. 'I'lie pvire white 
pigeons were also seen in luimbers. 

23rd. Countless icebergs in sight ; the sea quite 
smooth t net the eli|^test motion peraeptible. At 
meridian, they worp m latitude GG" 44' S., longitude 
ISl' 24' E., and close to the bai-rier, which ap- 
peared quite impenetrable, as far as the eye could 
reach from niaiL to the Borth-north-weBt and north- 
north-east^ with mmiberien immenae iee-tslands 
entangled and enclosed in it in all directions. The 
position they occupied seemed au inlet of elliptical 
shape, with an epenfaif to the north. It was need- 
less to count the many Kcattering islands of ice 
distinct from tlie vast chain ; intermingled with 
fiuld-ioojthey studded the gulf like so many islands, 
of various shapes and dimensiMU. At 2^ 26"', a 
adl was diMovercd on the lee bow ; kept off to 
communicate, supposing it to be the Vinceniics or 
Peacock. At 2'> 30»», the Peacock was uiatle out 
on the southern board, showing no disposition to 
coaunmnicate ; ahowed our oolouxs, and hauled to 
the westward. 

'24']). Till lay wr:^ remark ably fine, such as is 
seldom experienced in this region. The water ap- 
peared much discoloured and of a dirty olive-green 
colom'. At meridian, they agnin m:ide the Hcld- 
ice, and tacked tu the northward, ^asiiing through 
large quantities of ice-islands ; weather looking 
had, with occasioDal light soow-storms. 
SOth. Ftot of this day waa dear and pleasant, 



though snow fell at interrala ; the field-ice was in 
sight several times, and many ice-islands of great 
size and beanty. Penguins were swimming round, 

and also several shoals of bhick-fish ; a black 
albatross was shot; towards night tlie weathei* 
became very thlelc; thej were in kngitude 100* 
latitude 66° 66' S. 

26tb. Fresh winds blowuig from the eastward ; 
during the first few hours, a thick snow-stoiTit ; at 
4 AJL it cleared ; at six o'docfc made a sail ; the 
strange sail fired a gnn and made signal, when 

weboi-cdiAn uul spoke her; slie |>roved to be 
the Vincciuies ; compared chronometers, and re- 
ceived rate ; bore off to the westward under all 
sail ; found the drift and floe-ice very thick, and 
were with great difficulty enabled to navigate 
through it ; wind fresh, with a long swell from the 
south-west; at 5*^ 30^, the ice increasing in quantity, 
found it waa necessary to hanl off. Lost sight of 
the Vincennes ; weather very threatf^tiintr. The 
course during the day proved a very tortuous one; 
many penguins resting on the ioo ) thehr gait is an 
awkward kind of etnit. 

RecelTed orders to-day by signal lo meet the 
Vuicennes along the icy hoinsr hetween tlie SOth 
and 28th of next month. 

27th. This day provi d clear and cold ; wind 
from the Ht)uth-\vest ; iee forming rapidly on the 
vessel ; at mevidiau, lost sight of the Vincennes ; 
very many ice-islands in sight ; latitude Go' 41' S., 
longitude 142" 31' £. On this da^, Lieuteuaot- 
Oommandant Rinogold detcannined with the fiiir 
wind to pass to the extreme limit of his orders, 
longitude 105° £. ; being of opinion be would 
thereby save time, and be enabled more effectually 
to examine the barrier with what ho thougiit would 
be found tlie prevailing wind, viz. that from the 
westward ; in this, however, he was mistaken. 

The 28th set in with a liglit breeze from east- 
north-east ; made all sail ; at 5 a .m., wind increas- 
ing rapidly, snow falliifg fast, and wliether becom- 
ing thick ; at bix o'clock, made the floe and drift- 
ice; shortened sail, and hauled ofV to the north-west, 
it becoming so thick as to render any advance un- | 
safe ; until meridian, very strong winds firom the | 
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cBBtwwd, ihe btif xauliet ckMe-rMfed topsails ; at 
2 P.M., faand it difRcuIt and hazardous to protn od, 
passing within a short distance of ice- islands, aud 
justaedng thMtt dimly tliroagh the (jbscurity ; at 
three, the hrig was hove-to, and Lieutenant-Com- 
mandant Ringgold says, in reference to tlieir 
situation — 

I felt aeAt anxiety to proceed, but the course 
WM so peruiras, the extent attd trend of the Iwnier 

so uncertain, 1 cmild not reconcile it with pmdenco 
to advance. The frequent falling iu with ticlds of 
drift-ice, the DUinecWHI and often clo&ely-grouped 
chains of ioebei;g«y wen eufBoient to point out die- 
cretion. The long^extended tmrrier was eneoantered 
in latitude 65" 8' S. ; at twelve to-day our position 
was 65° 16' S.; it is easy to perceive the possibility 
of a trend northerly ag^n, wht^ would have 
placed us in a large and d.'mgprou« ^"ilf, with n 
heavy gale Llowiug directly on, without a hope of 
escape. 

At 8 P.M., blowing very he&vy, the snow falling 
vendered vision beyond a few yards intpossible; I 

Tmve Keldora experii nceil a heavi r 1 t nv, and 
towards the conclusion the squalls were severe and 
frequent" 

The barometer at 3 a.m., Btood at 28 200 in., 
the lowest point it reached (hiring the pale. The 
temperature of the air was 2tr. 

The aevere gale continued during the 29th, with 
a heavy aea, and mow &IHng thfefcly; at 8 a. v. the 
gale abated, and the clouds broke away; thiuui^h 
the day the sun occaftionally out ; the weatlier ap- 
peared unsettled ; the sun set red and fiery; the 
latitude was obaerved 64° 46' &, longitude ItfJ' 
16' E. 

On the 30th they stood apjain to the south- west; 
at 2 AM. tbey made the barrier of field-ice, extend- 
ing irmn sonth-eaat to west, when H beeane neees- 
«*ry to haul more to the north-west ; the weather 
becoming thick with a heavy fell of suovv, at four 
o'clock, the wind increa.sing, <M}ropelled them to 
shorten sail ; at 7'' 30°> the ice in fields was dis- 
covered close aboard, beading west • at this time 
hauled iiunied lately on a wind to the north-east, 
aud soon passed out of sight of the ice and out of 
danger! daring the day blowing a gale wmd, and 
very heavy sea nnuiintr, pasBing occasional ice- 
islands; at meridian, being clear of the barrier, the 
brig was hove-to under storm-sails, to await the 
clearing of the weather. In ihe afternoon the 
weather showed mgnn at clearing; the sun coming 
out, again nmde sjiil to approncli the barrier; no 
iue iu iiight; great numbers of Mack petrels about. 

At 4 P. M. diseOTered a ship ahead, and shortly 
after another was made, both sttiuding to the north- 
ward; the brig hauled up to the north-west, intending 
to cut tliem off and ppeak them, supposing them 
to be the Vincenues and the Peacock; shortly after- 
wards they were ssen to be strangers, being smaller 
ships than our own; at 4*» SO^" tlie Porpoise hoisted 
her colours. Knowing that an EnglitiU squadron 
under Captain Ross was expected iu these seas, 
Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold took them fw 
his ship>«, and waA, as he says, " preparing to cheer 
tlte disc- \ I I 1 r ' f till North Magnetic Pole." 

"At 4^ &0"^, being w ithin a mile and a half, the 
•Ifnngera showed French colours i the leeward and 
sternmost displayed a broj^il pennant ; eonckidi d 
now that they must be tlie i^ rcucli discovt^ry ships 
under Captuii O'UrviUe, on » similar servieo with 



oaTsehree: denruns of speaking and exdianging the 

usual and customary compliments incidental to 
naval lifp, I closed with the strangers, desirinf( to 
pass within hail under the flag-ship's stem. While 
gaining fast, and being within musket-shot, my 
intentions too evident to excite a doubt, so far 
from any reciprocity being evinced, I saw with 
surprise sail making by lioarding the main tack on 
board the flag-ship. Without a moment^ delay, I 
hauled d>jw n my coloun and boTB up on my eonxae 

before the wind." 

It is with regret that I mention the above trans- 
action, and it cannot but excite the surprise of all 
that sndi a eold repulse should have come from a 
French commander, wlun the ofiieers of that 
nation are usimllpr so distinguished for their polite- 
ness and attention. It was with no small excite- 
ment I lu ard the report of it,— that the vessels of 
two friendly powers, alike engaged upon an arduous 
and hazardous service, in so remote a region, sur- 
rounded with every danger navigatoca could be 
liable to, should meet and pass without oven the 
exchange of common civilities, and exhibit none of 
the kind feelings that tlie situation would naturally 
awaken : — how could the French eommander Imow 
that the brig was not in distress or in v rnit of 
assistance? By refusing to allow any connnuiuea- 
tion with him, he not only committed a wanton 
violation of all proper feeling, but a breach of the 
oourCeey due from one nation to another. It is 
difTieuU to imagine what could have prompted him 
to iiiich a course. 

At 6 P.M. the weather again was thick, with the 
wind south-easterly } field-ice again in sight ; it 
commenced snowing, and the F^nch ships were 
lost sight of. At 8 I'.M. they parsed in sight of 
large fields of ice and ico-islaads; at 10^ 30™, the 
snow foiling so dense and the weathM* so thidc, 
that it was impossible to see the brig's length in 
any direction ; she was hove-to, to await a change 
of weather. 

The beginnin.? of the Blst the gale continued; at 
7 A.M. moderating, they again made sail to the 

westward; in half an boor discovered ahigh barrier 
of ice to tlie northward, with ice-islands to the 
southward ; at 10 A.M. they found themselves in a 
great inlet formed by va.st fields of ice, which iht-y 
had entered twelve hours previously ; tho oniy 
opening appearing to the eastward, they were 
compelled to retrace their stepe, which they 
effiseted at 8 p.m., passing some fee-islands wliteh 
they reeogni/ed as having been seen the evening 
before. Tliey now found themselves out of this 
dangerous position, and passing the point, kept 
away to the westward. Lieutenant-Commandant 
Ringgold judged it prudent to heave-to during the 
night, 1 11 :n cjuntof the darkness. 

February 1st. The immense perpendicular bar- 
rier encountered yesterday was now in sight, trend- 
ing as far as the eye could reach to the westward ; 
it was of tabular form, from one hundred and fifty 
to one hundred and eighty feet in height, of solid 
compact iee^ resembling a long line of coast ; wind 
moderate from the soum-enst,— a brilliant blink ex- 
tending along and elevated above the barrit r. At 
4 P.M. they arrived at the end of this barrii r, and 
found it trending off" to the soutlnvai d, seeming as 
if mmibers of icebergs had been broken fn>m the 
barrier by some mighty force, exceeding iu numbers 
any thing that had yet been aeen, and «tt«ndinf aa 
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far floath m wmld be dietioguidiMl, intenperMd 
with nrach drift and floe-ice. On the son them 

horizon sixty-ftuir i( p i'.'iii li wt vr ciiimfcd, exclu- 
»ive of nuuiy near them, and those that wero not 
distingntshabtoftom the barrier. 

The current was tried hero, and found setting 
south-east, nearly a mile an hour. Pigeons 
around ia mmbm^ «!■> whatea and lavga WMks 
of ipenginnn. 

The now ovidently lengthened, thns 

adding to the carea and anxieties attendant on 
this navigation. It was fortunate that tlie pre- 
vailing ynndB wtan from the south-east and south- 
wpsf, or eoniint^ off thp irf». If thry had blown 
from the northward, they would have been at- 
tended with danfer, and might ham profvd Iktil 

to tile Tf BDOl- 

Snd. At meridian, in longitnde 19(r 96^ E., and 

latitufte CiT}" 24' S. They wore prevented from 
proceeding further to Uie soutiiward by the im- 
penetrable icy barrier. At this time they bad one 
hundred large iec-i<;1ftnds in sight, without count* 
in^ any of the smaller bergs, which were innumer- 
aWc ; saw great numbers of penguins an l s( nif- 
seals (phoca proboscida). The current was tried 
hers, and foond setting as yesterday, and at the 
same mtp. 

At 8 P.M. were obliged to retrace their steps to 
the northward, tlie wisatber becoming thick, with 
light snow. At eleven, constant and thick snow- 
storm, And unable to see any distance ; the gale 
continuioig, laj-to nnder ft dMO-veefed maiii- 
topsail. 

Srd. A gale from SMtb-east, heavy seei rising ; 

occasionally pasning ice-islands and field-ice. The 
gale continued throughout the day, but moderated 
towards midnight; the sea was heavy, the weather 
thick, and the brig oompletely covered with ice and 
snow. The barometer fdl to 28 040 hi. Tenpeva- 
tnre of the air 32°. 

4tb. Although tho wind was moderate, yet it 
was so thieh and foggy as to preclude bearing 
up. Towards meridian it cleared suflficicntly for 
them to bear up nud continue their examinations. 
To-day tho current was found weafr-nortb-WSOl^ 
tbree^qnarters of a mile p«r hour. 

On the 5th they had a heantifbl day,— >no eli. 
mate or region, Lieutenant-Commandant Kirp; 
gold remarks, could have produced a finer : this 
gare fliem an opportunity of thoroughly dr^-ing 
cvcrj" thing and vcntitaihig the vessel, which was 
much required ; standing to the northward, in 
order to make a long IxMird to* the westward ; 
th« loDgitDde 12f 8' latitude 63° 22' S. ; few 
ioe-islBRds in sight, and tttose appeared nnieh 
worn, showing marks of rapid decay, with isolated 
pieces, — some Btanding erect, while others were 
inclined, resembling fi-agmento nf eolumn.s and 
broken arches. This night there was a brilliant 
display of the aurora anstralis : at eleven o'clock 
there was perceived in the northern Imriznu a 
lumin<Hi8 arched cloud, at 15° of altitude, extend- 
ing from north-west to north-east ; the stars were 
partially obscured in the direction of the clouds; 
the pale flashes or coruscations vanishing very 
suddmly^ wnm aucceeded by apind columns or 



ivmsinK with gxsat veloeity towards 
the neniih ; hrflltant fladioa would HffSn Issas 

forth from tho remote parts of the cloud, suc- 
ceeded in ^uick succession by perpendicular rays 



emanating from the ekmd, having the shape of 
a ronndM eohmui or baaaltie-shape<l cylinder, 
v-liirfi hi cr ntiTi^t with the dark cloud showed in 
broad relief. As the ctoud seemed to rise, the 
scene became a moot bitersBling one, from the 
varied and oft-changing coruscations ; finally the 
arc assumed a contracted and elliptical form, vivid 
streamers bursting forth as if from a corona, con- 
rernng all towards the zenith, until they wen 
Ixmim the eoming day. The magnetJe needle did 
not show any disturbance. The baromct r ftdod 
stationarv during its continuance. The syrapie- 
soneter indicated a slight iUl. At the time there 
was no wind ; the atais were brilliant, and all 
visible. 

6th. During tliis day tbey had light winds; pur- 
aned their oourse to the westward; wind from the 
eovthward. In the afternoon they bad light flnr. 

rir<? of snow, and at times hnih thn sea perfectly 
siiiijoth, and few icebergs in sight. Longitude 
\2o^ 32' E., latitude 63° 34' S. 

During the 7tb, the winds variable ; at eight 
tacked to tlie southward, in order to close in witli 
the barrier ; the wind again hauling, tacked ; the 
number of icebergs increasing ; all those seen for 
the few days past have appeued irarieosly shaped, 
much worn and fractured, some evidently over- 
turned, and inimense arches or eavea washed in 
them ; thegr were tolallj dialhiet froBS thaaa aeen 
to-day. 

8th. A brisk breeze from the southward, which 
carried them on rapidly to liia westwar!. At 
meridian, diecovered compact fields of ice, with 
many stupendoua ice-islands eneloied within it; the 
ice appeared more broken than any hitherto «crn, 
with many fragments of icebergs resembling spires 
and broken columns. Altered their course to clear 
the iMirrier,and by two o'clock they had extricated 
thentselTes. Penguins, whales, brown pigeons, and 
the black albatrr-ss, were seen near the barrier. Tn 
the afternoon the snow fdl in beautiful shining 
spiculn, resembling stars, nsoally of aix, hnt some- 
tiines of twelve poiuts : they varied from ono- d ghth 
to one- sixteenth of an inch ui diameter. 
The barrier was ocoieioually seen, and the ice- 
began «pdn to assume a tabular form ; 
towards the «l«aa of flie day, very many whales, 
P n nm 1 1 ^, tit^ aeen. Longitude 1 E., latitude 

On the 0th, fresh breezes from the south-east; at 

10 A.M. made (lie barrier again, the weather bring 
favourable ; at 4 p.m. standing along tho ban ier, 
through drift-ice, with countless icebergs in sight ; 

f^ood observations were obtained, placing them iu 
ongitude lis" 41' E., and ktitude 55^8. At 
10 p. M., some few appearances of tlie anrOM 
australis in tho northern sky, light coroseations 
streaming upwards^ hnt quite fMnt^ and only for a 
very short period ; many stars and several constel- 
lations were traced without difficulty. The sea was 
smooth ; lowered a boat to try the emrsn^ hnt 
found none. The dip was 83** 90'. *^ 

On the morning of the 10th the weather cleared 
off, and gave them an opportunity of ventilating 
the vessel; closed in with the field-ice for the pur- 
pose of obtaining a supply of water, and the boats 
were deapatdied to take in ice ; the longitude was 
fbnnd to he 110^ 34' E., latitude mfiVTS.i the 
field-ice here was found to be iuterspersed with 
many lat;go ico-islands and bergs. At fi.ve o'clock 
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the boats returned with ice. The current was 
fowid to b« sotting nortyi-iiorlli-eftst, five fathoms 
an hoar ; the weather continued dear and health- 
ful ; mad* Htn KiM4» ahead tnd on tiie lee bow ; 
shortly after, cleared it. The twillglit in the 
southern horizon presented a beautiful appeai'ance, 
a bright salmon colour radiating from the sun, 
thromi^ ita tmta over the whole aky, tinging the 
few elrro^tmtin elouds that were in the northern 
qufurter, nn l uivlnpj a soft ooloiu* to the immense 
ioe-islandH that were slumbering along the bairtery 
•ad aiding to lend to the scene its peeatiar dwne- 
tcr (»f siience, solitude, and dosoliti vn. 

The weather was clear and plciusant on the lllli, 
with a light wind {ram the south-east; many pcn- 
gufaia and whales were seen. The icebergs were 
mmtirmtBf and eome of great beauty, with ahnost 
regularly-tiimed arches, and of the most heautiful 
aqua-marine tints. Longitude was IOC IW E., 
latitude G5° 28' S. 

During the morning of the 12th, running along 
high broken fields of ice, with a liglit breeze fi*om 
the southward ; weather overcast ; discovered a 
large piece of ice of a dark brown colour fioating 
by, rMembling a pieoe of dead coral; lay to, and 
R(;nt a boat to bring it alongdde; obtained from it 
several pieces of granite and red clay, which were 
fiKNaett hi; the ice was extreme! v hard and compact, 
composed of alternate layers of ice and snow; the 
strata of snow was filled* with sand. The icebergs 
near at the time presented signs of having been 
detached from land, being discoloured by aand and 
roud. A number of white proeelhurlft were ob- 
tained. The ice-islands again appeared in great 
numbers. At 3 p.m. hauled np, steeruig westerly 
into a very deep inlet or gulf, formed by extensive 
fields of ice. Beliering from the uidications of the 
morning that land ooold not be far off, in approach- 
ing the liead of this inlet, wveral icebergs had the 
appearance of being in contact with the land, 
having annmed a dark colourfeomtfaeelay aadeand 
blown upon them; the whole group around spemeJ 
as if in tlic vicinage of land; sounded with two 
hundred fathoms; no bottom: also tried the cur- 
rent but found none. Towards night, U becoming 
tliick with snow, they eonthiued andw snug sail, 
intending to examine moca dsidjr the harrier and 
inlets in the morning. 

13th. At 3 A.M. they again made sail to the 
westward, with wind from the east; at six o'clook 
they had snow-squalls, rendering it unsafe to pro- 
ceed, and impossible to makr nny discovery. A 
few hours afterwards the weather cleared a little; 
made sail again to the nord^wast At meridfam 
overcast, with a stiflF south-east breeze; at 1^ 30™, 
approached to within pistol-shot of the barrier, 
ol^rving much of the dark dirty ice interspersed 
with the field-ioe ; kq»t along it -my eioeely, 
tiadng the harrier northerly ; obewred a lurge 
black object on the ice ; shortened sail, and de- 
spatched a boat : it proved to be a large mass of 
black, red, and mixed-coloured earth, resting upon 
a base of snow and ice, utuatcd some fifty yard» 
back fi-om the margin of the field-ice, antl was 
found to be red earth, mixed with granite and 
sandstone. Penguins were also procured alive. 
At 9 P.1I. they agahi foUowed die trend of tiie 
ir'- in a north-westerly direction; a va<^f fif^ld, of 
unuiterrupted extent^ seemed moving along to the 
westward, tha huge ieeheigi contaiiiiag dark and 



discoloured masses, with frequent strata of the 
same description. They were still at a lo^ to 
account for these fre<]iuent signs of land ; dis* 
eolooved pieees of iee seemed ndogled wi& the 
general mnsB ; they were often seen along Hh 
margin, and appeared as though the icebergs had 
been turned over, presenting collections as if 
from the bottom. Great numbers of sperm whales 
were seen this day. At 8 pjs. they passed out 
northwardly with a light breeze and smooth sea, 
tlirough an extensive chain ot icebergs, which 
seemed grouped off the western point ef the 
barrier : upwar ds nf nnf^ Imndred of them were 
counted, several oi winch were very much dis- 
coloured. The sunset was brilliant, bright crim- 
son tints illuminating the ieebeigs, and producing 
a besntiful dfeet 

On the 14th, Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold, 
liaving passed a few degrees beyond his instruc- 
tions, that is, having readied lengitode 100** E., 
and latitude 64" 15' S., now commenced his return, 
in order to examine those places in the barrier 
which he had heao pmTanted from doing en hia 
way west. 

iftth. Continued thdr eomna to the eastward. 

Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold frequently re- 
fers to the happy and cheerful condition of his 
crew, and their freedom from sUdisssse. 

On the I6th and I7th, they were employed in 
getting to the eastward, passing many worn and 
shattered bergs. On the evening of the latter day, 
they had another exhibition of the aurora australis, 
extending from north-north-west to east; it was of 
a light strmv colour, but very indistinct ; tlie lumi- 
nous banlv was at an elevation of 30°. The light 
in the north-west was most distinct, radiating from 
a nueleus aliove the horizon towards tlie senith, 
where it formed a beautifol halo. It was not of 
long duration. Many ice-islands and bergs in 
siglit ; upwards of two hundred, nearly all of a 
tabular fuim,— 'the sides of many of them 
beautifully excavnttd by the waves, presenting 
iiHiumei'able Gothic arches, extending often to 
a conddetahia diataaea inta tha hc^ «f the 
ice. 

Their position on the I8th was in longitude 114* 

17' E., latitude fi^" 37' S. Floclis of black birds 
were very uumeruus, but not near enough to be 
taken. 

On the 19th and 20th, proceeding to the east- 
ward. On the SOth, they had but few ice-islands 

in sight, although they were seventy miles further 
south than on tho 18th, when the largest number 
ever seen by them at one time was visible ; having 
reached the longitude of 120° E., tlu^y again 
steered soutli, to make the barrier, Ihe current 
was tried, but none found. 

The 2i8t proved stormy, with strong breezes 
from the sooth-east, and mneh snow and rain, 
which covered the !)rig with ice. Field-icc was 
seen aliead, when they again stood to the east- 
ward, longitude being 12P W £., latitude 05^ 
15' S. On this night they experienced a heavy 
gale, during which the barometer fell to 27'&0 in., 
where it remained during part of the 22nd. Tho 
squalls were Teiy severe, accompanied with snow, 
sleet, luil, and heavy seas; they had now reached 
longitude 122' E., and latitude 64* 9' S. 

February 22iid, being Washington's birthday, 
the coiowB were iMnsted, tad the erew recdTed an 
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extra allowuioe. Lieutenant-ConmmndaBl Kng- 
gold took this occa-smn to < xpreas to them his 
«Uu£MUaoa for the maimer in which they had per- 
teoMd ttdr d«ti«8 dnriog ibe prcsent «nu»e, and 

that their conduct would be dtily represented to the 
commander of the expedition, and the govern- 
ment. 

On the 23nl Uie ««iitlm wia ogaiii thick, with 
mow and mist. 

On the 24th they had reached lonj^Itiide 126° E., 
and latitude 64" 29' S. On this day they again 
sighted the barrier ; when, having completed what 
f3 f ^med a full execution of his inetructions, 
Lieuteuatit-Cuuuuandant Biuggold determined to 
put the bfig'* head ]ioirtby->whieh «m aoouediiigly 
dooe. 

Strong wfaida ftnd gales eontiinied for ihe next 

tlirce days. On the 27th they again fonnd them- 
selves in east variation, in longitude 138'^ E., lati- 
tude Off IC 8. The white allMiteoH had now agdn 

beoome common. 

On the 29th, thoy had a beautiful display of the 
aurora nustinli^ ; the whole southern hemisphere 
was covered with arches of a beautiful straw colour, 
fnm which Btreunem radiated, both upwards and 
downwards, of almost a lustrous white; numbers of 
concentric arches would occasionally show them- 
aetves, of a width of a few feet, uniting to form a 
enmplete aukOj^y for a moment, and then Tanieh. 
The arehee extended fnm «art4on0i<east to w«sC- 
nortli A ; tli' 1' ] l:iy continued for over two 
lioiii-ft; the stnm were Been above tliem. Previous 
to, and during its continuancei, tbo thermometer 
indicated a c)ianp;e of four dogrOM, and the wind 
shifted to the southward. 

On the l8t of March, in latitude 55° S., and 
loDjritade 140° E., they passed the laatioe-island. 

On the Snd, great nmnbeni of p y r o aou m of large 
plze \\ere passed. 

On the 4th, some faint appearances of the aurora 
atlBtralis were seen. 

On the 5th, the Lord Auckland Isles were 
descried. Mr. Totten, who was offico* of the deck, 
was accidentally knocked overboard by tiio d ysMil 
boom, but was fortunately rescued without injury. 
Immense numbers of albatrosses were about. The 
aurora was again seen in the southern hemispliere. 

On the 7th they anchored in the harbour of 
Sarah's Bosom, in twelve fathoms water. During 
their brief stay here, all were actively employed 
wooding and watering, for which this harbour 

affords a fine ojiportunity. As^i tunt-Surgeon 
Holmes made several excuruions < n the largest 
Island, of which he gives the followin ^ k ( oont : 

" I found it Very thieldy covered with trees, in 
its less elevated parts; as few of them were of any 
size, I fotind no small ilitliculty in pent tracing and 
making way through them ; in many places it 
waa ahwhitely impossible. It was only after » long 
and fatiguing walk that I succeeded in reaching 
tlie summit of that part of the island, near which 
the brig was anchored, where I found the trees Icm 
nmneroua. A thiek growth of underwood and 
dwarf boshes, hitermixed with ferm, concealed the 
surface, ren li ring it difficult to walk. Even on 
the places apparently most level, the ground was 
▼erjr nnequu, and a tingle step would sometimes 
send me nearly up to the neck into a hollow filled 
witl) large fern freuds. On the highest parts, tlie 
small level apola wars oovered soly with 



a description of tall grass, and in pfaiecs also a 
kind of grain grew abundantly The ground was 
dry ereiy where, all the water being foimd in the 
ntwams, whieh were n u mero u s and pure. Near 

the summit, the ground was perforated in all direc- 
tions, probably by birds, who rear their young iu 
tliese holes. Many of tiie birds, principally pro- 
eeUaria, were sitting «d the ground : they made no 
eflbrt to escape^ but anflbred themselves to be 
taken without any attempt at resistance. 

** The forest was full of small birds, of three or 
four different species, which were perfectly fear- 
less ; one little fellow alighted on my cup as I was 
sitting under a tree, and sang long and melodiously; 
another and still ftnialler Kpecies, of a black colour 
spotted with yellow, was numerous, and sang very 
sweetly $ its notes were Taried, but approxnsated 
more ir^m ly tn the song of our blackbird; occasion- 
ally a note or two resembled the larks. Hawkii too 
were numerous, and might be seen on almost all 
the dead tre^, in paurs. Along the sea-coast were 
to be the marks of their ravages upon the 
smaller birds. The sea-birds were very numerous 
on the opposite side of the island, sitting upon the 
cliflfs or novering over the islet." 

On tV.r ■n rstt^rn sidc of the Auckland Island, the 
under-i)i usli and young trees are exceedingly thick. 
Dr. Holmes remarks, that it was impossible to 
penetrate ; that he waa ooeupied fully an hour in 
maBttg his way ibr a bundred yards, where to all 
appearance a human step had never before trodden. 
There was not a vestige of a track ; old trees were 
strewn about irregularly, sometimes Icepl erect by 
the pressure on all sides. S(trii" fre'^s v/cre F<-en 
upwards of seventy feet iu height, although the 
generality were only front fifteen to twenty ; every 
pait of the island was densely covered with Teget»> 
tion ; the soil, from the decomposition of vegetable 
matter, had acr|7ii!-n-l mTisiil'TfiMi- riehncssj sped- 
mens of all the plants were collected. 

These islands have in many places the appear* 
ance of having been raised directly from the sea ; 
the cliffs consisted of basalt, and were generally 
from fifty to ninety feet piii t i ilii nlar. 

The Auckland Inlands arc the resort of whalers, 
for the purpose of refitting and awaiting the 
whaling season, which occurs here in the months 
of April and May. Near the watering-place a com- 
modious hut has been erected by a French whaler. 
Near by was anotlier in ruins, and does to it the 
grave of a IVeneh sailor, whoee name wasin8cril>ed 
on a wooden cro^ erected over it. Some attempts 
at forming a garden w ere oljserved at one of the 
points of oanuilB Bosom, and turni[)s, cabbage, and 
potatoes were growing finely, which, if left undis- 
turbed, will soon cover this portion of the island ; 
to these a few onions were added. Besides the 
birds, the only living creature seen by Dr. Holmes 
was a sDBall mouse : it made no attempt to get out 
of his way,and seemed to have no f ar win n taken; 
being consigued to a pocket, he soon couti'ived to 
escape. Many of the smaller islands of this group 
were visited ; they cUwely resemble the larger one. 
Penguins were numerous and of a rariety of 
colours. 

These isles have a picturesque, wild, steep, and 
basaltic appearance: the highest peak was ^timated 
to bo eight hundred feet ; the gmnllrr has a less 
elevation : the geuei-al aspect of the land rambles 
the K^ett arcNuid Oqw Hsni. The harbour «f 
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Sarah's Bosom b not the most fiecure ; that of 
Lawrie's is protected from all winds, and has a 
large and fine 8treaml«t of water at its head. The 
rooks are eorered wfth Ihnpets, and anaB fish of 

many varieties are caught in quantities among the 
kelp. The orew enjoyed themselves on chowders 
and fries. MogeoM were seen, and ^ fiBtjr game 
obaerred were a few gray dooka, anipee, oormoinots, 
and the common shaj;. The land birds are excel- 
lent eatinpf, especially tliR hawks ; anfl on the 
wholoj it is a very desirable pla<» at which to refit. 

On the 9th of Mueh they had flnnbed, and 
were prepared for sea, but Ihe whether was threat- 
ening and caused them to delay. The magnetic 
dip was found to be 73° 47' SO" S. 

A whaler, under PortugtMBe coloorn, bat com- 
manded by an Englishnian, arrived, and an^orcd 
in Lawrie's Cove, to await the coming of the 
whales I The night proved stormy ; the wind at 
H>h 30 " from the north-east, blowing very heavy 
in puifa. Towards noon it moderated, and at 2 p.m. 
tliey got under way, with a light breeze from the 
north west, and stood to sea. 

The latitude of Sarah's Bosom is 5(f 38' S.; the 
iMiilitade \etP 2^ B. 

On the I2th no current was found ; latitude 49° 
27' S., longitude 168" 13* E. The weather ex- 
perienced from this port to New Zealand was very 
umilar to that in passing from Cape Hon to Yal- 
psraiso : northerly win& with mist and tog pre- 
vailing;, with a heavy sea. On the 17th they fell 
in with the whale-ship Mary and Martha, of Ply- 
mouth, <Virinn, master, who informed them that 
there were at least one hundred whale-ships eniis 
ing in the neighbouring seas ; of these, several 
were seen. This will give some idea of the number 
of vessels employed, Mud how great a capital ia 
engaged in thu business. 

On tlie 18th they liad a gale from north-noith- 
west, which lasted throuirli the day, mod(>rating at 
sunset. They were in latitude i[V 2' S,, longi- 
tude by chronometer, 176° 24' E. The barometer 
sank to 29 30 in. A current was experienced 
"('tting noffch-westy lo the direotion of Cook's 
Straits. 

On the 90th, hi latitade 41* S., longitude 

177** E., the ctirrcnt was found setting north-east- 
by-nttrtlt, iiaif a mile per hour. On the 22iid 
and 23rd they experienosd a heavy gale from 
the sonth-east) when they were in longitude 179° 
36 E., and liUitude 87* sa* S. ; during the morn- 
ing of the latter day the wind hauled to the 
south-soutli-west ; the barometer, at 3 a.u., stood 
at 89*10 in.; the weather cleared, with the wind at 
south-west. 

On the '26tli, they reached and anchored in the 
ri%'cr Kawa-Kawa, in the Hay of Irtlands, off the | 
American conaol's, about three miles above its 
month. Haay vessels were passed lying at anchor 
oif the town of Knrorarika. Here they idond the 
tender Flyintr-Fish ; all well. 

The crnise of the latter will now be Uikeii up 
from the Ist of January, on which day she parted 
company with the Yinoennes, in eonseqnenoe of 
having carried away a gaff, and hv'iujr obliged to 
shorten sail, in doing which their jib'»tay got 
adrift, and carried away the squarcsail-yard be- 
f rr it crinld be secured. The vessel was in the 
mean time exposed to a heavy eca beating over 
her, md at midnight thsy were cmnpelled to 



heavc-to. They tlu ii steered for the first rendez- 
vous, Macquarie Island, where they arrived on 
the iOth, in the afternoon, and saw the Peaeoek, but 
it heeomiiig thick, they were not seen hy timtsbip. 

On tlic 1 1th, Acting-Master Sinoldr landed for 
the purpose of placuig a signal on ^le island, 
a<;reeably to instruetloilS. The landing was found 
difficult and dangerons^ and their description of 
the island agrees with that heretofore given of it 
from the notes of Mr I'M, as being dreary and 
iuhufipilabie. Large numbers of penguins, and 
small green and yellow paroquets were seen. 
Near where they landed, they saw about twenty 
huge sea-elephants basking oa the rocks, which 
did not seem to heed them ; when disturbed, they 
would only throw their carcasses over, open their 
moutlis, utter a fcmd growl, and go to deep again ; 
no im :i ijreitient was taken of them, and one which 
was Iviiled could not be taken in the boat. The 
soil was soft and spongy, yielding to flie prGOsnre of 
the feet. The staff and signal being planted, they 
returned on board, and now passed the serf with- 
out difficulty. 

On the 12tli, they put away for the next rendez- 
Tons, ^eiald Islei. They readied its posltioik en 
the 1 4th, but nothing was seen (tf it ; the weather 
was thick. 

On the 16th, they kept off to the soutiiward, 
with the wind from the south-west, accompanied 
with sleet and suow. In latitude 61^ S., longitude 
164** E., they saw the fu-al ice. Tlie next day, the 
19th of January, the water was very much dis- 
coloured ; got a cast of the lead in ninety fiithoms; 
no 1 nttom : passed a number of icebergs that were 
all ilat ou the top, with perpendicular sides. 

On the 2lst they made the icy Imrrier, in longi- 
tude 150O 36" and latitude 65' SOf S. From 
the nmnber of ieeher^ and the fteqaeney of snow- 
squalls, they found great danger in running through 
them, although the water was quite smooth. 

On the 22nd the w eather proved pleasant, and 
thev followed the trend of the ioe. The ice-islands 
still showed flat tops and perpendtenlar sides, and 
there were a number of birds, seals, and whales 
around them; they were at noon in longitade 
27' B. On this day they were eloee by an ieeh^, 
from the main hn<\y of which a Irirjre mass fell 
with a noise Uke linuuler; the snow flying into the 
air resembled smoke, and the swell produced by 
the immersion of the frnement caused the sdtooner 
to roll water in on her mek. A number of large 

Eenguins were in sigb^ diUlHring from any they 
ad heretofore seen. 

On the 23rd ti < v i ather was pleasant, and they 
had light winds from the southward and wcstw ard. 
Longitude 157*' 49' E., latitude 66° 6tt' S. They 
I contmued coasting along the ice in search of an 
opening. At 8 p.m. they diseovered seveial dai*k 
spots, which had the appeannee of rodcs, and on 
approaching the margin of the ice, they could make 
them out to be such witli their glasses^ but they 
were situated too far within the field-ice for a boat 
to get near them. This day being fine, an oppor- 
tunity was aflbrded of drying the deck and clothes, 
and searing the seams with a Imt iit^tn. The vessel 
had been very wet, and her decks leaked badly, 
notwithstanding the thorough calking and repairs 
she had received at Sydney: the crew were almost 
ctmstantly wet, below as well as above deck. 
On the S4tb they wwe obliged to atser a^in to 
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the nortlnvard, in consequeuce of umkiiig the bar- 
rier ahead. Sea-lions were seen on the ice. They 
coatinued to follow the barrier, which ti-ended 
iiorth4iotili-ee8t; ti>eeompt— ea were very sluggish. 
On the 26ih and 27th the weather bccnme bad, 
with the wind to the northward and westward, 
Meompanied by a heavy fall of snow : in the 
•vening of the mtter day, the wmd hauled to the 
sonChward and westward, and brought clear 
weiitlior. The 28th passed ^vith cImT weBtbeTy 
and several seals were about them. 

The 29th was thick and snowy, with a north- CMt 
wind ; passed throii{;h quantities of drift-iw, and 
by 2^' 30"' it had become &o thick as to render a 
continuance of tlieir course perilous; at 7 f-M. they 
mgua made the solidbafEier, when il wa« Mowing 
ft stiff gale ; at 0^ S0"> diaeoverad the fee ahead, 
and on both beanjs ; wore round to the northward 
and eastward, to retrace their steps ; it was not 
long before thev diaeoveved ft ebaui of ice-islands 
ahead, apparently connected by Rolid ice ; al)out 
midnight a passage was discovered between two 
icebergs, through which they passed. It was now 
blowing a heavy gale, and havins gained the open 
aeft, they attempted to yeef theroreaail, hat were 
unequal to the task (four of the men being; on the 
sick-list), and were compelled to lay-to under the 
whole sail, which caused the vessel to labour very 
much, aa well as to leak a great deal, and endan- 
gered her safety by makino; her fly into the wind, 
and get a st^mboard in .i 1ml;1i ( i. 

On the 30th, in the morning, the gale abated, 
and the weather became mwe pteaaant than tluy 
had experienced for a number of days. They hail 
reached the longitude of 150^ 16' E., latitude 06" 
15' S. (Ni this day they again paaaed faito bine 
water. 

Slst Janvary waa thick with snow; a north wind 

and heavy sen. 

1st of February, they wcto running among ice, 
until they sighted the barrier, when they again 
hauled to the northwnrd ; n modi rate gale blowing, 
with thick weather and a heavy sea, they were 
obliged to heuve-to. 

On the 2ud and 3rd, they were coasting tha ice. 
In the afternoon of the 3rd they again had had 

weather, wbrch made it neces-sarj' to bring to; sur- 
rounded by bergs and drift-ice ; the latter, ia ca»e 
of striking, would hsTO seriously injured the ten- 
der. The i<»berga Been on these days, had the 
appearance of recent formation ; the tops flat, the 
sides perpsndtcolar, and not wont by the action of 
tlic sea. 

On the 4th, the gale eontinned, and th« aea had 

risen to n?) extraoi dinary height ; tlie weather was 
so thick that an iceberg could not be man further 
than twice the length of the TeaaeL The tender 
waa under too much sail, which caused her to 
hbonr dreadfhliy, in consequence of which she 
leaited in such a manner as to make it necessary 
to keep the pumps going almost contmaally. 
When they were stopped for a abort tioae to rest 
the men, the water increased so as to reach tbr 
cabin-floor : the water came tlirough the beain« 
forward in such quantities as to wet every bed and 
article of clothing on the berth-deck. Thia waa a 
great addition to the labour and discomfort of the 
crew, now reduced by s-rknf 5=! tn four men, and 
tlic strength of the^ much impaired by previous 
siduMHi^ ezoaaaifo tahoor, and ahiMBt constant ex- 



1 poeure. To relieve their situation as much as 
possible, Lieutenant Pinkney ordered tlicmtoniakc 
use of the cabin in common with the ofliccrs. To 
ease the pitching of the vessel, a quantity of coal 
was shifted aft ; but a!t1inu>;h this was a partial 
relief, yet as Hhe had too much sail on her, which 
they liad been unable to reduce at the commence- 
ment of the gale, it waa not aafficient to make her 
easy. 

On the 6th, the gnle began to abate, when the 
crew, tbrou<>;h one of their number, presented a 
communication to Lientenant Pinkney^ of whieh 
the following is a copy. 

(copy.) 

We, the undersigned, the crew of the schooner 
Flying- Fish, wish to let you know that we are in a 
most deplorable condition : the bed-clothes are all 
wet; we have no place to He down in ; wo haTO not 
had a dry stitch of clothes for »even days ; four of 
our uumber are very sick; and we, the few remain- 
ing number, can hold out no longer; we hope you 
will take it into couaidexation, and nltovo ns from 
what must tenmnato in onr doOh. 

(Signed) A. Muanar. Taenia DAnune. 

John Andebson. J amf^ Danibls. 

F. Bbale. Joskpu. 

Jamks Darling. Johh H.Wniyin. 

To LlRVXBVAKT PlMKKKY, 

U. S. Schooner Flying-Fish. 

On the receipt of this appeal, Uentenant Pinkney 
addressed an ordcr to the oflB^cera, a oofy of whieh 

follows. 

U. S. Schooner Flying-Fiah, 
Lat. 6C^ S., long. 143^ E., Feb. 5tl>, 1840. 

Gentlxmbn, — You will furnish me with your 
ophiion, and the rcaaona whieh induced that opinion, 

of the propriety of any hmger endeavouring to 
accomplish that part of the accompanying older, 
which x«f«n to pcnetnting to tlio south. 

I am, respectfully, &e. 

It P. PlNKKET, 
Lieutenant-Commandant* 
To AcriNo Master Georok T. Slnclaib. 
Passed MinminiAirWlUiAM Mat. 
Pabsbo Muoainun Gmaan W. lUBRnon. 

(copy op reply.) 

U. S. Schooner Flying-Fish, 
Lat 66° S , long. 143* E., Feb. 6tii, 1840. 

Sir, — .Agreeably to your order of this date, we, 
the undersigned officers, have to express our most 
thorough conviction, that tiio eondition of thia 
vessel's erew, and the vessel, loudly demand an im- 
mediate return to milder latitudes. 

The causes of this opmion are theoss iSbat tha 
crew of this vessel, consisting of fifteen persons 
(four ofHcers and elevai men), even if well, are 
entirely inadequate to her safe management ; but 
five are now confined to sick beds (one a seo'ant), 
one of them is in a very etitieal atato of health, and 
three others dragging out upon duty, complaining, 
iind under medical treatment. Out of four, nomi- 
nally pex-fonning duty, one of them, the cook, is 
totally unfit to a turn at the helm, and another 
cannot be trusted without the cloaest watdiing; 
indeed, so fl !, nt in force are we, that in the 
gale of yesterday and the day before, and on a 
prarioaa oecaaion, when it oecamo cxtrsmely 
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neceflsary to reef the foresail, the men were so 
dvficient in ph^'sical strengA aft to midw il im> 
pofeible to accomplish it. 
Tho crew's apartment Is in the moat deplorable 

state, Icakiiif; like a sieve, all their beds bi-ing wet, 
their clothes on them being so, even to tlieir 
nnder flannels, for one wedtf Mid without a dry 
chiiTige on liaml, aii'! no pvf>s'port of haviii^r ono ; 
so miserable is their situ.uu,u. that at length you 
have been compelled to allot them the cabin, in 
oommon with us^for Uie purpose of cookmg, eating, 
and sleeping. 

Fnrtluunnore, su*, hi tlio gale now nbaiiii;;, wo 
find that nearly constant apjiiication to the pump 
is barely sufficient to keep the water from flooding 
the cabin-floor, evidently having started a leak; 
notwithstanding this, the condition of the crew is 
more imperative, much more so in this, our recom- 
mendation, for a return to the northward ; in fact, 
w» would dieerftilly ooDtiave to sontiiward, if 
we had a proper crew. 

Lastly, understanding that the crew, through 
one of their body, have waited upon you, and, by 
written application, also stated their inability t ; 
live through these hardships much longer, au 1 
begging your return. 

We a»"e respectfully, ycur obedient servants, 
(Signed) Georgr T. Slhclaib, 

Acting Maater. 
W1U.IAM May, 
Gborob W. Habbisou, 

Paaaed Midahipcaen. 

LlBDT.-CoM. R. F, PiMLNEV, 

OcNnnmnding U. S. SduNMier Flyiug-FIah. 

Lieutenant Pinkney, in accordance with this 

opinion, and his own conviction of the necessity of 
an immediate return to milder latitudes, tun tlie 
only means of restoring the sick, and preserving 
those on duty, who wen then incapable of man- 
aging the vessel without the assistance of the 
officers, deemed it his duty to Steer for the nortli, 
which he accordingly did. 

The 6th and 7th continued thick, with occasional 
squalls. On the 8ih, the weather again broke up, 
I when they had several hoiu-s of sunshine, which 

II proved of gi'eat benefit to tiie sick. Lieutenant 
Pinkney was enabled to come again on deck, who 
had ecareely been able to quit hia berth since 
; leaving Macquarie Islaiul, from sickness. They 
had reached the longitude of 4u' E., latitude 
61° S. At 11 P.M. tlie aurora was seen ; it was 
first visible in the south-east quarter, in spots rc- 
serabling pale moonlight, extending to the zenith, 
from whence it diverged in mys, some of which 
reached the horizon, but tlie greatest umuber ter- 
minated at aa altitade of twenty-five or thirty 
ilexes. On the 9lh, the nurora was also Rcen in 
the west, in vertical rays of pale yellow ii^lit, com- 
mencing about five degrees above the honzon, and 
extending to an altitode of thirtjr degrees. After 
a short tnne ft disappeaved, and waa agida aeen In 
the zenith, radiating in lines to the north-east and 
west, reachinfij to within ten degrees of the horizon. 
The wind was from the southward. Temperattire 
34* The ftiilowinK five days they had thick wea- 
ther, and nothing occurred until the evening of the 
14th, when they again had a display of the aurora; 
the eoruscationa were fret^uent au<l brilliant, but 
did not exhibii anj diffiarent fecm, until aflar mid- 



night, when it appeared in arches, reaching nearly 
to the horizon, at firom 46" to 73° of altitude, and 
composed of short perpendicular lines, blending at 
one moment into a sheet of mi&ty light, and then 
breakin^j out into brigli'i i- lines, some of which 
wei^ broad. It then again tdiifted to tlie zenith, 
with radiations extending in eveiy direction, in 
straight nnr^ wixvy hnca. The ehangea wen inew- 
sant, but nut shooting. 

On the morning of tho IMb, they agjdn had a 
display of tlie aurora. It first i^pearad in the 
southern heavens, at an altitude of 4fl^, flashing to 
the zenith, where it disaiipeared. After midnight 
it was again visible in the southern quarter, at 
about 30° of altitude. It finally c e nt ered in a bright 
spot, which changed into a crescent, witli the 
rounded side to the northward. I'ronj this, fea- 
thers-edged rays of pale orange colour branched 
off m every direction, over which the prismatic 
colonra aeemed to flit In rapid aneesaaion. The 
rays would sometimes fold into ono another like a 
fan, and reach the horizou iu one direction, while 
in another thoy were drawn up to tlie zenith, again 
to burst forth in repetitions, until lost in daylight. 
On the 19th, the aurora again appeared in an ni-eh 
of 16® altitude. 

They passed the lost icebergs in latitude 5j>° 30' 
S., longitude 145° 80' E. 

<'^n th(^ '22nd they k poke a French wh i r from 
Hobart Town, who expressed much surprise at 
flndiqg ao amall a vessel in such high latitudes. 
The eaptain aent a boat on hoard, and lavited them 
to "soup" with hke. 

On the 23rd they made the southern island of 
New Zealand. On the 1st of March they experi- 
enced a most violent gale. Tiie wind about noon 
on the 2ytli of Fel)ni.ary hauled to the southward 
and eastward, and by nudnight it blew a gale, 
hauling to tlie eastward, until about 8 p.m., when 
its violence moderated* Their latitude was 4lSf S., 
longitude 17B° 30' E. For aeveral dayii previoiM 
to tliis, a noise was hcnrd ib nt the heel of the 
main-mast ; an examination was had, and the 
conclusion arrived at that it worked m the step, 
the wedges in tho partners having been driven 
without obviating it. On the 9th of March they 
arrived nt the Hay of Is'lands, where they found 
tlie gentlemen who bad gone there to pursue 
tlieir reeearehea in natnral history waiting our 
arrival. 

The Vincennes was left on the 2l8tof February 
on her way north. On theiki|^i of tho 22nd, we 
had a beautiftil and novel appearance of the anvn* 
au!«tralisi. 

Black clouds were passing rapidly over the sltyj 
an orange glow of light seemed to cover the 
heavens, emanating from a point, over which 
nitted rays of the ] ri-rnatle colours, directed 
towards the horizon, ligliting up both edges of the 
clouds, and throwing tliem into bold relief. The 
raya aeemed to dart simultaneously towarda the 
horizon, on reaching which they would seem to be 
gathered, as if by magic, towards tlie centre, and 
slowly vanish, to reappear again and fold up. 

Strong aatea from the west -north- west with 
snow-squalTs continued until the 27th, with thick 
misty weather. Numerous ice-islands were passed 
during this interval. The last iceberg s* > n, w. s in 
the latitude of 63° and longitude 120° 2d' 
the tcmpemtnxe of the water was 46\ 
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On the 88th, we fmand oiVTulatkm 1* easterly, 

in the longitude of 131" 50* E., latitude 50" 30' S.; 
nod in atti^mptiug to get a deep-&ca gouDdins of 
right lumdred and fifty fathoms, we lost <Nirwx*B 
tliermometer by the wire pertiofCi Tlie sea was a 
deep blue ; the temperature 45". We found s 
cuiTont setting west-north w --t ilirre-fourths of a 
knot per hour. The white object was seen at tlic 
depth of fifteen fathoma. 

On tho Ist, of March we had reached the latitude 
of the Itoyal Company's Isles, and I continued to 
fan in nearly the same parallel for eight degrees 
of kmgitiide^ without •eemg >ny of the sup> 
poeedTaad. Harfni^ nuled fiirto the eaatwardof 
their supposed f sit ion, I again hauled to the 
northward to proceed to Hobart Town, Van 
Diemen's Land, to fill up our water. We now saw 
a sail, the iirst during sixty days, which made as 
feel as if we were returning to a habitable part of 
the gliilii . This niglit we had a brilliant display 
of the aurora australis, resembling that seen ou 
the 9Qi of Fehnuurjr, witii thb diiTerenee, thftt it 
was seen to the southward, extending bim east- 
south-east to west-south-west. 

On the dth of March the wind headed us off our 
eoone to Hohart Town; I then determined to Dn»> 
oeed d1i«et to Sydney, and thus he enahlea to 
Ctimmiiii 'rati' ;is '-j et^ily as possllde witli tlie 
United States. The consideration of getting iutelli- 
genee respecting the other vessels, also led to this 
detemiiuation. I felt, in truth, forebodinp;s that 
all was not well, from not having met any of the 
vessels at the appointed rendezvous, along the icy 
barrier ; and 1 was sdjuous for thoir aafe^, afiter 
the aerere gale of the 28tti of Jairaaiy. 

Havurg reached a lower latitude, the wentlier 
had now become pleasant, and we could dispense 
with onr irinter dotUng^a relief which the whole 
of the crew seemed to enjoy. It was the le^erae 
with me; I had a feeling of exhaustion andlanitnde 
til ir. I could not account for, and Ae laesl exertion 
caused me much fatigue. 

On die 9th we feaehed the latitade of CafB 
Howe, and were seventy miles to the eastward of 
it. We there experienced a ri&e in the temperature 
of the water: six degrees in less than an hour. 

On the lOtb, when off Cape Jenria, and about 
forty mttes to tiie eastward of It, we i^n changed 
the temperature from 68° to 7o , as w e steered in 
for tlie land to the northward, but on haulin<> to 
the eastward it again fell to 68". A strong 
southerly current has been long l<no\m to exist 
along this cotust ; and I feel well satisfied that the 
thermometer is a good guide in making the passage 
from the southward. The coaating vesseleu as I 
WM infionned at Sydney, had frequently mam long 
passages from Van Diemen's Land and South 
Australia, which I have but little doubt is owing 
to the prevalence of this minor Gulf Stream, the 
position of which the use of the thermometer will 
clearly indieata This current will be noticed 
particularly in the chapter on cunentt ; iti width 
no doubt varies with the season. 

On the 1 1th of ICardi, at noon, we passed the 
Heads of Port JaclfRon, and tooTf n pilot. We were, 
as a body, in better condition than wlien w e left 
Sydney three months before. 

In an hour afterwards we dropped onr anchor in 
F!ann Cmm, off Fort Uaeqnane. Onr reception 
was flattefing ; acaioeljr was oov anehor well down 



before many of onr friends came on board to bid 
us welcome; and we felt tenfold lliat kind hospitality 
which on our former visit wc had first become 
ae(|Uafalted with. Thoy appeared to rejoice in our 
success as if we had been their countrymen. 

Diuing our ahmneefktvm Sydney, many improve- 
ments had taken place. The storehouses for the 
deposit of grain ou an island in the harbour were 
in rapid progress ; the new government-house 
m r rly completed, and the foundation of an ex- 
ciiange laid ; besides this, many improvements in 
town that were tL 11 in progress bad been com- 

eiefeed ; and the ranidit^y wiUi which these worics 
ad hMn aeeomplnned, strongly remhided me of 
similar operations at home. 

The country was looking quite green and pretty; 
indeed, the sail up the noble harbour was truly 
beautiful ; it wore quite a different &cc from its 
former parched appearance, the nSuB having been 
abundant during our absence. 

Observations were obtained for the rates of our 
chronometers, Mid the nagnetie needfea agahi ex- 
perimented with. 

On overhauling my ship, the fore-topmast was 
found to be slightly sprung. 

It was idth great pleasure I learned the safety 
of the Peacock ; for that vessel had oeenpted my 
thoughts more than the others, on account of the 
condition in which she left Sydney. All on board 
of her were well, and the Teasel waa undergoing 
re]>airs in Jlossman's Cove, one of the many which 
this harbour forms. These coves may be termed 
wet-docks, affording as they do every facility for 
the repair of vessels of any size. They are more 
like artmeUtl than natoral Iwudns, and are seenre 
against any wind. There is no port in tlie world 
that ofTera so many uatiu-al advantages as Port 
Jackson, for a great naval power. We had many 
things to relate to each other ; among others, the 
particulars of the accident that h^II the Peaeoek, 
that has already been noticed. The return of that 
vessel to this port now claims our attention. 

On the 88tli of Jannary, their siek-Kst had in* 
creased to tliirteen, more in consequence of the 
fatigue the men had undergone, than from any 
disease. 

On the 29th, they experienced strong gales from 
the ttortli-wes^ which oontiinned to fnerease nntil 

midnight, after which the weather moderated. The 
ship during this gale was in latitude 61" 20' S., 
and longitude 164° 9' E. This gale is remarkable, 
in consequence of its blowing in a contrary direc- 
tion to that which the Vincennes experienced on 
the same day ; while the former had it from the 
north-west, the latter had it from south-cast. Their 
distance apart was fiNir fanndrsd and fifty miles, in 
a nortli-east direction. 

On the 1st of February the weather was stormy 
until towards evening, when it moderated and 
cleared off, with the wind to the north-west, and 
gave them a view of the anrota anstralis lighting 
up the southern portion of the hori/ in. Pays were 
tiin>wn out in different directions, some reaching 
an altitude of 30*, others of 40*, whilst oihen 
again almost spanned the lieavcns. 

On the 2nd, they h.ul another display of the 
aurora, but contrary to tliat of the previous day, it 
was first seen at an altitude of 70°, diverging 
towards flie bnrisoD, fram eaat-aovlh-east to the 
•oath-west-by-wesl^ befon it disappeared* The 
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point {rum wUdi the rays direrged HBsehed the 
senith. 

On the 4th they made Macqiurie Island, and 
riiortly after pansing it, experienced another gale 
from north'West to aouth-west, which cmnaed them 
maeh anxiety for theh* radder, whitsh thin hr had 

answered well, although great attention was necrs- 
aary to prevent strain upon it. Strong; gales yet 
continued. On the Alh, thejr lutd ft fiont diaphy 
of the aurora. 

Oil the 7th of February, the weather had be- 
come lesH boisterous, and liaving reached latitude 
49° S., longitude 165° 23' the aurora australis 
agiun appeared. It was fixBt eeen in the north, 
and gradually spread its coruscations over the 
whole heavens ; the rays and beams of light ra- 
diating from nearly all pointe of the horizon to the 
zenith, where their distinctive outlines were lost in 
a bright glow of light, which was encircled by sue- 
ceasive flashes, res iiil ling those of heat lightning 
on a sttltnr summer uiglu ; theac formed » lumi* 
nonfl mro m the loadiem sk v, about 90* in altitude, 
from the upper partof whicn,raya were continually 
flashing towards the zenith ; light showers of rniu 
Anally shut it out from view. On the same night, 
between one and tiuree, the aurora burst out from 
the wratli-weRtem hornon, streaming up and eon- 
centraiiii - in the zenith, and attended with fiuick 
flashes of every variety of tint. The wind was 
moderate from the south-west, and a scjuall of hail 
passed at the time. In latitude 47^ S. they first 
encountered phosphorescence m the water. On 
the 17th tliey made the land of -Xcw South Wales, 
and continued to experienoe a variety of weather 
nntil the 21st, when they arrived off*, uid andwred 
within, the Heads of Port Jaokson. 

The next day they proceeded up the harbour, 
and anchored off Sydney Com The ship was 
much shattered, but her offioen and erew all in 
good health. Here thejr were Idndly received, and 
no time was lost in proceeding to make the neces- 
sary repairs. The collector was kind enough to 
give them pennksion to land every thing that 
niit^ht be necpmnvy, when and where tliey pleased. 
The powder and lireworKs were received into the 
public magazine, and when called for were politely 
sent in a govmnmeat boat, free of expense. The 
rsilway mr ni«relMat<v«s8els was foond too light 
to trust the Peacock upon it; Mobsman's Cove, on 
the north shorOi was then resorted to, not only as a 



eonvenlent place for making the necieesaiy repairs, 
but as affording more security for the cvew egsittSt 

the crimps and rum-shops. 

The day after my arrival, I visited the Feaoock, 
in order to examine into her condition, and could 
not withhold my sstonishment that she had been 

able, after undergoing such damage, to reach a 
distant port The visible injuries have already 
been stated, in speaking of her accident. On their 
arrival at Sydney, it was found that her stem had 
been chafed to within one and a half inches of her 
wood ends, and much strained throughout. After 
a full examination of the eircorostauoes, I fied it a 
duty I owe to Captain Hodsoo, as weft a« to h^ 
oflBccrs and crew, to state that I am well satisfied, 
that his coulucs.s, decision, and seamanithip, with 
the good conduct of his officers sod men in the 
perilous situation in which they were placed, are 
worthy of the highest encomiums. The preserva- 
tion of the ship and crew, and her subsequent 
navi|;atiou to a distant port, reflect the highest 
eredit upon her commander and upon tilie eerrioe 

to which he beInn;TR, 

Sydney was now much crowded with people, and 
several balls were given, to which we had the ho- 
nour of an invitation. That of the St. Patrick So- 
ciety was attended by the chief people in the neigh- 
bourhood of Sydney, including the governor and 
most of the officers of the crown. It was given in 
the new court-hoose, and was a handsome and 
well-conducted entertainment. Two military bands 
were in attendance; quadrilles and countr}' dances 
followed each other in rapid succession ; rooms were 
provided for cord^ refreshments, teas, lemonade, 
&c.; and towards the cioee of the evening, the 
company was ushered in to andegsntsupperj which 
was partaken of standing. 

I was struck with the beauty and general appear- 
ance of the ladies, though I was informed that 
many of the benes were abeent. The style of the 
party w:us neither English nor American, but 
sumetliing between the two. I scai'cely need 
remark that we were all ranch gratified and 
pleatK'd. The hospitality and kindness Fboun 
us were of that kind that made us feel truly 
welcome. 

Our lost week at Sydney was spent in a round 
of pleasure, and the attention we met with 
being entireij nnejq^led, was donbfy gratifytag 
to us. 
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Having rcpliiHohed our stores of provisions, we 
took, with nuich ^rret, B ftnttl leave of our frieuds 
Bt Sydney. The Vincennea weighed anchor, and 
at 3 P.M. on the I9th March wo discharged our 
pilot, and bade adieu to these h()S|)itablc sliorea. 
The Peacock, uut having completed her repairs, 
was left at Sydney for a few days, with matn to 
follow us to Tongntaboo. 

On reaching a distance of thirty miles from the 
coast, we again found a difference of three dcgreoK 
in Ihe tomperature of the water, and experienced 
the elTeeti «r a •tnmg current tawurda we tmitli. 
The win! waa from the northward and eait- 
ward. 

On the 23rd wo apoko fte French whale-ship 

Ville de Boi dcaux, in want of provisions, which we 
supplitnl her. She had been out tbroe yeai-s, and 
bad on board four thousand barrels of oil. The 
crew was reduced to bread and water, and the 
veeeel was a])parently in a had oonditi<ni fat other 
respects. 

At daylight ou the 30th, we made Cape Brett, 
and after groping our way through the dark, into 
the Bay of Islands, anchored at 10 p.m. in the 
Kawa-Kawa river, opposite the residence of Mr. 
Clendon, the American consul. Here I had the 
satisiaction to find the Porpoise and Flying- Fish, 
and received the reports of their erakes ; they 
were all well on board. The former vessel had 
arrived a few days, and the latter nbout throe 
weeks, before us. We were also gratified with 
the receipt of letters from the Uuited States. 
Every ezerUon was mada to shorteti tha duiation 
of our stay in New Zealand, and the neoeSMtfy in- 
struments were landed without dela^'. 

Here also we met all the scientific gentlemen, 
—who, as haa been stated, had been left at 
Sydney when the squadron awled upon the 
antaixtie cmiM^ — anakwriy awaiting our ar> 
rivaL * 



They had been forced to remain inactive at 
Sydney, in consequence of a change in tlie desti- 
nation of the vessel in which they had first taken 
their passages, and by this vexatious delay, had 
not only been prevented from pursuing further 
researchea in New South Wales, but had lost 
time that might hare been adrantageously 
ployed in Now Zealand. They finally succeeded 
in finding an opportunitpr of reaching the Bay of 
Islands, in the British bn^ Victoria. 

After leaving Sydaoj m this ▼oiael, a tea was 
shipped, which, bendes doing othor nusdiief, en- 
tered at the cabin-windows, and filled the chrono- 
meter-box with salt water ; in cuoiiequence of 
which the master considered it necessary to put 
back, in order to exchange the injured time-piece 
f«r another. She accordingly anchored again iu 
I'ort Jackson. 

On the 7th Febraary, they had a beantifiil exhi- 
hitiott of the amvra aastralis : the eonMcatfona 
were of a straw-roloured light, reaching nearly to 
the zenith in the southern sky, and lasting from 
seven until ten o'doek. A noddj lighted on the 
brig, and remained on board many days ; bo 
tame waa it that it even suffered itself to be 
handled. 

On the IGth, when they had performed about 
half the pasaage, they had another exhibition of 

the aurora, much like the former ; after which 
they experienced a gale of wind of five days* dura- 
tion. On the 21st, they were enabled again to 
make sail, and, on the 23rd, thsy made the North 
Cape. A gale then came on nom the eastward, 
anil they had a narrow escape fi-om shipwreck 
while running down the land. Oa the 24th, they 
dropped anchor at Kororarika, about three miles 
above which place they found the United States 
consul, Mr. Clendon, at Omotu Point 

From the splendid j>anorama of Mr. Burford, 1 
had pictured the Ba^ of Ldanda to myself as & pbcc 
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of surpaaiiiig beauty, and I oonld not bat feel 
^titled at tn« idea of paying it aTiint: it did nut, 

however, realize my oxi>octitionp. It miglit, with 
more prc»priety, be called the Bay of Inletn. The 
best idea Uiat can be given of its geographical fea- 
tures is, to liken it to an open hand ^^ith tha lingers 
spread apart. The land is much indented with 
b:i}u, or arms of the sea, running up among hilis, 
wluch are nearly insolated. The distance between 
die two oapes (Brett and Pdnt Pooodc) ia ten 
miles, and there are several bccondary bays facin;; 
this opening. Four rivers tluw into them, the Kawa- 
Kawa, Kiri-Kiri, . Loytangi, and Waicaddie, into 
which the tide flows a few miles, after which tliey 
become small streamlets, varied by some waterfalls. 
There are many minor indentations, which I'ender it 
impoaatUe to move any diatanee without a boat ; 
and it is often neeeeeary to make a tnm of five or 
six miles around an inlet or marsh in going to a 
place, which might be reached in one-tenth of the 
distance by water. 

The land has the appearance of bwTen hiUa 
witiioat aeeoBipanying valleys, and there is so 
lilt!'' I'M 1 ground th;it terraces are cvit in the 
Iiiib to build the cottages on. The whole view 
is any thia^ bat picturesque, and there is little 
to meet the eye except bare KiW^ nnd extensive 
shocts of water. Some fine views are, however, 
to be met with from the elevated ridges, which 
afford oooMioiMd gUmpws of the bay, with its 
islets. 

Many of our gentlemen were struck with the 
resemblance of this land to that of Term del 
Fu^jOi. Black islets and roeka, worn into various 
shapes, are four'l, a? in that country, at all tho 
points in tiie ba} Uu jugh which a boat can pass. 
These rocka aro of a baaaltic character. About 
the Bay of Islands the rock is C(»npact and argil- I 
laceous, showing litde or no stntifieation, and is | 
for the must part covered with a layer of Rtiff clay, ■ 
two or three feet thick, the result of itH decompo- 
sition. The hills about the Bay of Islands are 
generally from three to five hundred feet high, but 
some of those at tho head of the bay reach one 
thousand feet. The district about tho bay and the 
northern portion of the island, may be styled vol- 
eanie ; for, in addition to rooks of nndottbted vol- 
canic origin, all the others had in a greater or les.s 
degree undergone the action of fire. Our naturalists 
were informed that the valley of tlie TlilMnM mm 
of a different character, altbongh inany penons 
represented the whole island as Toleanie. The 
ridges in the northern part of tho island were not 
thought to rise more than two thousand feet. The 
Rev. Mr. Williams, missionary at Pahia, has 
crossed the island from Port Nicholson to Taar- 
anga, during vvbicli journey he passed a district 
from which the snow was absent only four months 
in the year. Tiiia re^non is in the neighbourhood 
of the bigli peak of nfonnt E^ont, said, in the 
Sydney Almanac, but vi|Kin \\liat authority is not 
stated, to be fom'teen thou»aiid feet high. Mr. 
Williams dasoibed the vonta aaexhibiting volcanic 
phf ii'imcna on a lai'go scale, among which were 
(quantities of pumice, extending entirely across the 
island, and an extrusive plain, which had sunk in 
one plaoe, and disckwed a bed of tliat substance, 
three or roar bmidred feet in tbidtnesa ; he Ulce- 
wise spoke cf [r<^} pei*8 or jets of boiling water. 

The only volcano tliat was known to be in action, | 



was one on a small iaisad in the Bay uf Plenty, on 
the east coast 

The imbedded minerals in the rock abontthabaj 

are (luartz, iron, and iron pj-rites. 

The hot spring of Taiaimi was visited, but it is I 
described as rather an emission of '■^n^ than of 
water. It is situated iu a suihU basin, and forms 
a lake of three or four acres in extent ; near the 
edge of this lake, gas is eonatantly bubbhng up, 
usually through the water, to which it gives the 
appearance of boiling ; nnd gas also issues from 
the surrouadingland for an cxteut of several acres. 
The water was found to be warm, but did not 
scald. The neighbouring ground was destitute of 
vegetation, and appeared as if the surface of the 
f ai til had been artificially removed. Sulphur was 
abuudaat, and there was also a slight incrustation 
of alum. The water was strongly impregnated 
with iron, wn>^ much discoloured, atid in smell and 
taste uot unlike pyroligneons acid. A quantity of 
gas was brought away, but the bottle met with an 
aooident before it could be analyzed. It is not 
fnflammable, and had it been of a deleterious 
nature, the fact (from the quantities emitted) 
could not fail to have been perceived. It had no 
smell, and imieared not to differ from atmospheric 
air. The natives attribttte medical virtasa to tbese 
waters. 

Twelve or fifteen miles to the westward of dia 
Bay of Islands, near Taiaimi, there ara •srend 
smaH extinct craters, rising al>out five hundred feet 

above the surrounding country. One of them is 
called l^oerua, aud is remarkable for the regular 
ftgnre of its cone when seen from the eastward. 
Its western side is cut through by a deep gorge. 
The interior is covered with large forest trees 
and huge blocks uf lava, while the exterior is 
clad iu ferns of low growth. The diameter of 
the eralar is about half a mile. The plain which 
K iiTounds the cone is composed of an uncom- 
monly rich soil, strewed with lava* which the 
natives collect in heaps, in order to obtain space 
for cultivation. The lava does not extend far 
from the cone, and even in the interior, rock 
seldom appeared, but where it wa.s seen it proved 
to be vesicular lava. The soil iu the ueighbonr- 
hood of the eraters is ridier, looser, aud more 
fit for cultivation than in other placrs. 

Dr. Pickering made a visit to Hukianga, on tlie 
wasteni side of the island, and found that it liad 
mm of the forest character than the eastemi He 
took the direet road to Waimati, which is fifteen 
miks from the T?ay of Islands. The river Wai- 
tanga was very high, and one of the chiefs, a largo 
and muscular man, seemed to Uike particular 
interest in getting them across safe and dry; but 
uotwith&taudlug his stature aud all his care, he 
could not prevent a slight immersion*. The doctor 
arrived at Waimati at 4 rJH., and was kindly wel- 
comed by Ur. Davia, the Methodist misrionary, to 
whom he had a letter of introduction. It was not i 
without surprise that he fouud here a water-milt iu 

* On the bauks of the VVaitanga, lha adult inhabitants, 
to the number of twenty, were collected in a circle, each 
ariMd With a nashst, and ttrttti bad been met on the way, 
nil msMd. Tlie esaie efthts oaatusl oecuirence wu not 
Icnown. They are very fond of flre-armi, and en wriaonilDg 
any one, particularly a chief, all the people sT tbevlOige 
aiiM-tiibie and salute hla» with a Dumber of tsnadii ia pte- 
putUun to liii rank. 



Digitized by Google 



Dr. Pickeiins't vUU to HtHiaaaa. 
MtHioinrrMiBlilbhncmst Piibift. 



ff^^ ZEALAND Brhiali tvraly «itb th« Zalaad 



operation, which the guides took care to poiut out 
with no little exultation. This, togiellier with the 
fences, and well-cultivated fiddly were the works of 
the missionaries. He rennnned with Mr. I>a'riB for 
the ni;,'ht, wlio advised Iiin jjrocccding diivct to 
Hokianga; but the guides who had hitherto accom- 
panied htm were ignomat of the route, andaiioUMMr 
became necessary. 

The next day they paewed over tlie flank of 
Te-a])ooahoo, a volcanic cone, and the most promi- 
iwnt elevation in this region. A little further on, 
R fine lake was pH.ssed, about three miles in Unr^tli. 
At nine miles from Wainiati, the wooded region 
was entered, which extended to Hokianga. Just 
before erossing the Hokianga river for the first 
time, the Baron de Thierry was met witTi, v ho was 
j exceedingly polite. The road after tliiH became 
difiJcult, it being necessary to cross the river re- 
peatedly, And to follow the stream iat some dia- 
tueeu The usual manner of eroasfaig here is to be 
carried. The guides, under various pretexts, pro- 
vented them from reaching Hokianga, and they 
were compelled to stop four miles short of it, at 
a chiefs ouUed Toorony of rather doubtful eba> 
racter. 

Toorm, with his UuSlfj bad worship both morn- 
ing nod evening, m is customary with converted 
nstives, he himself offidstiug. The aoeommoda- 

tions were iionc of the best. An open shed, with 
fire and blanket, were however sufficient to insure 
a good night's rest. Tooron was liberally paid, and 
so well pleased, tluit he Haid he was detennined to 
carry his guests over the river himself. The road 
was any thing but good, being miry, and filled with 
roots M trees, SO that their attention was whoUjr 
engrossed in seeking a good foodiold. The river 
waa again repeatedly crossed. On the way (hoy 
met nativeB limded with baskets of peaches, the 
season for which had arrived. They ireely offered 
their fruit, for which tobacco was returned. Before 
noon, they arrived at Baron de Thien'y's house, 
where they were hospitably received by his Indy. 
Tiiia house is situated at the head of tide-water on 
the Hokianga river, about thirty miles from its 
mouth, and boats can ascend aa far as this place. 
There is no village at the mouth of the river, but 
many whites rewde at different points on its banks. 
There is a bar between the headUnds at its 
month, which will admit only of small vessels 
enteriii.,'. 

Our travellers Iiad intended to return the next 
day, but one sf their cirideB, 1^ the nuneof Pooe, 
was missing. He had been allowed to take up his 
quarters at a short distance, on condition of his 
being tetdy tat an early start; on inquiry, how- 
ever, they were informed thai Pooe had said he did 
not intend to go back until Monday, which was two 
or threa days off. They departed without him, but 
before reaching Tooron's, Pooe again joined them, 
bavins a piece of pork, whieh one ai bis Mends had 
fumisned for the doctor's snppf^v. 

Mr. Davb's was reached at dark, and the same 
warm greeting experienced as before. The next 
dsy ^y reached the Bay <^ Ldaods at Fahia. 

FsMals the principal mSsrfonary establishment 
of the Episcopal Church. It is pleasantly situated 
on the 1m^, opposite Kororarika, and i» the residence 
of all tlicMe attached to Aenussien, and tbetrpriat- 
ing-presses are thpiT. It is too much expospd to 
afford a good harbour for sliipping, but as it is the 



niu«t favourable side for eommanicatiou with the 
interior, the advantages and disadvanti^ea ef its 

position are nearly balaueed. 

Kororarika is still the principal settlement, and 
contains al ut tu tit . h niscs, scarcely deserving 
the name, and many shanties, iMsides tents. It is 
chiefly inhabited b^ the lo west order of Tuabonds, 
mostly runaway sailors and convicts, and b ttjgigKth 
priately named ** Blackguard Beach." 

Tlic appointment of the police magistrates was 
one of the first acts under the new order of things. 
Mr. Robert Shortland, the first poKee magistrate, 
after the illness of (jovcrnor Hobson, styled him- 
self acting governor, and a more ridiculously pom- 
poos fimetionaiy eoud scarcely be imagined. He 
paid a visit to the vessel in which some of our 
gentlemen had made the passago from Sydney, and 
demanded the reason why the mail-bag bad not 
been sent to the new government postmaster. The 
master of the venel replied, that De thought it his 
duty, not having been informed of any change, to 
deliver them to the old postmaster, until he uiouid 
be directed otherwise by Governor Hobson. This 
pompous functionary, in an inrproper tone as well 
as manner, exclaimed " i wish you to know that I 
am govenior now !" In the words of one of tlie 
gentlemen, had he been the viceroy of the Indies, 
ne eonid not have made his inqnisittons in tones of 
loftier supremacy." 

Some of our gentlemen arrived at the Bay of 
Islands in time to witness the ceremonies of 
making the treaty with the New Zealand chiefs. I 
mentioned, whilst at Sydney, the arrival of H.B.M. 
frigate the Druid, with Captain Hobson on board, 
as consul to Mew Zealand. It was well under> 
stood iliat be bad the appointment of Revtenant- 
governor in his pocket, in the event of certain 
ai'rangenients being made. His arrival at the Bay 
of Islands, in H.B.M. difp Hendd, seemed to take 
the inliahitants, foreignci-s as wcl! as natives, by 
Burpritie. A few days afterwards, ftn the 5th Fth- 
ruai'y, a meeting called at the dwelling of 
Mr. Busby. The meeting was large, and nume- 
rously attended by the ehieft. Ibny arguments 
and endofivours wereu»ed to induce them to sign a 
treaty with Great Britain, ail of wliich were but 
little understood, even by tliose who were preserit, 
and had some clue to the object in view. Great 
excitement prevailed, and after five hours* inef- 
fectual persuasion, the meeting broke up, every 
chief relusing to sign or favour Captain Uobson'e 
])roposition, whieh was in reality nothing more or 
less tiian a cession of their lands, authority, and 
persons, to Queen Victoria. Among the argu- 
ments made use of, he stated that unless they 
signed the treaty, he could do nothing more than 
aet as consul ! Nothing having been effected, the 
meeting was broken up, and the ff)llowing Friday 
appointed for a second. Tobacco and pipes wei-e 

Sven tliem before they departed, which restored 
eir good humour, and they went away shouting. 
In the mean time, Mr. J. K. Cleudon, an En- 
glishman acting as American consul, the missiona- 
ries, and many interested peraons rssidiiig theve, 
or about becoming settlers, were made to under- 
.=.fand that tlieir interest would be much promoted 
if they should forward the views of the British 
goremniMit. Every exertion was now made by 
these parties to ieTiui\ e the scruples of the chiefs, 
and thus to fomi .s. party strong enough to over- 
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reach the rest of the natives^ and overcome their 
objaetloiit. Abont forty chiefs, principally ntioor 

ones, — a very smalJ representation of uie proprie- 
tors of the soil, — were induced to sign the treaty. 
The infloeiioe of Mr* Clendon, arising from Iuh 
position M the representativ^e of tlie United States, 
was among the most efficient means by wluch the 
assent, even of this small party, wjis obtained. 
The natives pUced much confidence in himy be- 
lieTuig him to be diifatereeted. He beoune a 
witness to the document, and informed me, when 
speaknig of Uio transaction, that it was entirely 
through his influence tbkt the treaty was (ugned. 

The lieutenant-governor installed himself, con- 
firmed the appointments of a host of government 
tif!iL-. is, tlie whole machinery, tliat had been 
long prepared, was put in motion. Proclamations 
were issued by him, extmduig hie ftothoirity over 
all the English residents on both islands ! and it 
was considered by the fingUehmeo as good as law, 
though far otlierwise by the eittier foreigners. After 
tiii^ (he lieutenant-governor proceeded to the 
diiitiriet of die Thames River, or Hauaki, in the 

Herald, for the purpose of procuring a '^imil ir 
oeiuon of the country; but before this could be 
emmuninated, he was attacked with paralysis, and 
the Hendd was obliK^^"! depart for Sydney. 

So far as the chiefs understand the agreement, 
they think they have not alienated any of their 
rights to (he soil, but comider it onljr as a penonal 
grant, not tianararable. In the mterview I bad 
with Pomare, I was desirous of knowing the im- 
pression it had made upon him. I found he wiis 
not under the impmirion that he had given up his 
authority, or any portion of his land [iermnnontly ; 
the latttar he said ho could not do, as it belonged to 
all hia tribe. Whmiever this sobieet was brought 
un^ after anawwug queitioD^ be mfariably epoke 
of the figure he wmdd make m the aearlet unirorm 

ail 1 Lpanlettes tliat Queen Victoria was to send i 
hiiu, and ** then what a handsome man lie would 
be!" 

Tlirt- e who nre not directly benefited by the change, 
cannut but view it an a dlBaatious circumstance for 
the natives, which will seal their doom, and make 
them the prey of the hosts of adventurers who are 
flocldng in from all parts, some to be engaged as 
public officers, and to fatten on the coming revc- 
nueS) and others as speculators. During our stay, 
a cutter arrived from Sydney, with a inuubcr of 
revenue olfioeca> magiHtcateSf and other iuinor dig- 
nitaries. 

New Zealand continued under the autliority of 
New South Wales until September, 1840, when it 
became a separate eolony. One of the first aete of 

the new jjjoverninent ha.s been, by proclamation, to 
require all those who have acquired landai by pur- 
chase from the natives, to exhibit their vouchers, 
and to show how much land they had purchased, 
and the price paid. At the same time, a com- 
mittee waa appointed to examine these claims/ A 
few Btatemeots made by this committee will sliow 
how the S|nrit of speculation baa been at work in 
Now Zealand. Up to October, 1841, they reported 
that five Ikuudred and ninety-one claims had been 
entered by two hundred and eighty individuabj of 
thes^ there are four hundred and thirty>iivedaim^ 
amounting (o thirteen mtBions nfaie hundred and 
twenty thoiis;ind four hundred and i i[;hty-two 
acres. The remaining one hundred and fiftjf-<ux 
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claims are not defined by ordinary landmarks, but 
are Umited by i greesof htitude and longitude, 

and oompiif(<l ia square miles instead of acres. 
The last description of claims are considpred, at a 
moderate calculation, to bo douiile the amount of 
the four hundred and thirty-t^ve claims, so that In 
round numbers, the claims already sent in to the 
commissionei-s may be estimated at forty millions 
of acres. For four hundred cUiims, aflidavit« have 
been made, and the total vdue of goods and money 
paid by tl.cs.:^ claimaQta b tbirty-foor tbiWiaand 
aud ainety-si.x pouud.<4. 

For one hundred :ui >l ninety-ivedahWyno value 
is stated; but if paid for m the same ratio, the 
amount will be nearly forty thousand pounds, or 
about one penny for thi-ee acres. Tlir slmle sur- 
face of the two islands does not contain more than 
eighty thousand six bundrsd square miles, or fifty 
millions of acres, and the largest part of them has 
not yet been sold by the natives, viz., the Waikati 
district, Rotorua and Taupo, in the interior, as well 
as Uie whole of the eastern coast of the northern 
island; so Uiat it will be difficult to find a space 
wherein to locate these enormouH clainis. 

Laws have likewise been promulgated and im- 
posts levied, harassing to foreigners, (Amerieans 
and others,) and most destructive to their com- 
mercial pursuits, while they offer the most marked 
protection to those of British subjects I This would 
seem not a ti((le oniust to those who have been 
resident, and extensively engaged hi commerce, 
befoi-c England took possession, and whilst New 
Zealand was acknowledged aa an independent 
state. It has, among other things, been enacted, 
that all gooH'^ in'iymrtr'r! nii l remaining on hand on 
the Ibt of January, li84t>, the time of British 
assumption, shall pay duties; that all lands are to 
be oonsideied aa belon^g to the queen, even thoae 
purduwed of the ehiera prior to me treaty, while 
I the purchasers shall be only entitled to as many 
acres the amouut paid to the chiefs will cover 
at the rate of five ddllmgs per acre. The govern- 
ment in addition reserves to itself the right to such 
portions as it may require. Many of these pur- 
chases were nukde from the native chiefs, prior to 
the treaty, in good iaith, and fur an equivalent witli 
which they wm well satisfied, and so expreased 
them8<'lv<'H. 

The destructive effect of these laws on American 
commerce will be great, particularly as those en- 
gaged in mercantile pursuits find themselves eaiied 
upon to pay heavy duties on their stoeln. Amerteans 
are not permitted to hold propi-rfy, and, in e<>n»e- 
quenoe, their whaling establishments ou shore 
must either be broken up altogether, or transferred 
to other places, at a great loss of outlay and capital. 
Our whalers are now prevented from resorting to 
the New Zealand ports, or fishing ou the coast, by 
the tonnage duty, port charges, &c.; are denied the 
privilege of disposing of any thing in bai'tcr, and 
ohliged to pay a duty on American articles of from 
ten to five hundred per cent. The expenses of 
repairs have so much increased, that other places 
must be sought for the purpose of making them. 
The timber and timber lands are exclusively 
claimed as belonging to her majesty. Thus have 
our citizens been deprived of a fiehery yielding 
about three hundred thousand doUars annually in 
oil. 

The expenses of this new government were esti- 
m2 
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nutted for tbe year 1841 at 50^22^. 4/. 
atMriini^ whidl is about equal to for each 
man, woman, and cliild ; for the whole foreign 
(topulation on all the islands is not supposed to be 
more than five thousand. The great precipitancy 
with which the islands wei« taken possesaiou of, is 
said to have been owing to the fears entortained 
that the French intt ndod formioig ft CoUmiJ OS the 
southern island iu likv manuer. 

After my arrival I gave the men liberty. Among 
the fini who obtained it waa John Sac^ & natire of 
New Zeakod, and at tha tteighfaonrhood of titia 
b ly H'm natire name was Tuatti, and lie was a 
petty chief. He bad been some time abiteut from 
his country, and had wtSM in the expedition from 
the United States, waa an excellent sailor, a very 
good fellow, and had been enthusiastic in the praise 
of hia country and countrymen. According to him, 
there was nothing like New Zeabud ; and under 
this feeling he hind a canoe to take him on shoi-e, 
for which his coimtryman charged him thi-er 
dollars, although half a dollar would have been an 
exorbitant price. He landed at Tibbey's, and 
being deei«nia of goiiw to bia friendaf wished to 
engage a eanoe to teke him about ten milee up one 
of the rivers, the Kawa-Kawa, where they resided. 
For this conveyaucc he was asked 21. , nearly a 
month's pay. Poor John conld not safaniit to this 
extortion, and was found sitting on a log, grmtly 
mortified, depressed, and incensed ut such treat- 
ment. 

After John retomed on board, be made a propo- 
aition to lb'. Waldxtm, in a letter, to purehaae tbe 

island which he called Motugee, with the territory 
of Muckatoo, belonging to his father and family, 
and expresaiqg Ua belief that they were all op- 
poaed to tht eneroachments of the Eiyliah» and 
were detennuied not to part with tiieir hmd to 
tin rn . 

Although the land about the Bajr <^ Islands is 
mnch cut up by hidentationa, yet from thia eireum- 

stance it affords many pretty views, which have in 
some respects an appearance of an advance towards 
civilization, that one liardly expects to find within 
the soope of the residences of these savages. 

At the time of my Tint, which waa, aa liaa been 
seen, immediately after Captain Hobeon's an-ival, 
and the slgnins of the trtattff or cession, it was 
evident that foU laVMli^lghlha of the natava popn- 
lation bad the aaiiM fadhiga aa ava Cvundaxpreflaed 
ui this note. ThedroumBtaneea that have occurred 
at New Zealand fully prove the necessity of having 
American citizens as our constils abroad. Mr. J. 
R. Clondon, our consul at New Zeahmd, an inde- 
pendent state, and the only representative of a 
fureij,Mi power, whose interest was at stake, was 
consulted by some of the most powerful and influ- 
ential chieCa, who had refused to sign the tre^y or 
eearion to Great Britidn. They came to Mr. (9en* 
don for advice, how they should act, and he ad> 
mitted tiiat be had advised them to sigu, telling 
them it would be for their good. He himself 
aigned the treatiy aa a witness, and did all he could 
to carry it into eflfeet ; but, in doing this, he said, 
he had acted as a private citizen, by request of 
the governor, thus separating his public duties 
from hia |Hriv8te acts. At the same time he buys 
large tracts of land, for a few trifles, and expeetn 
to have his titles conHrmed as couhuI of the United 
Statea. Iliia ia not aurpriain^ and any forrigner 



would undoubtedly have pursued the same course ; 
for his personal interest was very great in having 
the British authority eatabUabed^ while tha In- 
fluence he had over the ehiefe waa too great not 

to attract the attention of the governor, and 
make it an object to secure his good-wiil and 
services. 

The prospects of these islanders are, in my 
opiuiou, any thing but plea8in<;, and the change Ly 
no means calculated to insure their luippiness, or 
ptimote their welfare. It seems to have been 
bronght about by a rage fm apeonktion, and a 
desire to take possession of this country, in order 
to secure it from the French. The idea that it was 
necessary to extend the laws of New South Wales 
over the island, in order to protect the natives, and 
break up the nest of rogues tliat had taken refuge 
there, is fur from being true. No such necessity 
existed, for there was no difHcolty iu liaving any 
one apprehended by sending ofRoera for the pnr- 
j'ose, or offering r\ rrv nrrl. 

The New Zealand Lund Company have been the 
secret spring of this transaction, and under the 
abetter of certain influential names, the managera 
have oontrived to blind the English publie. It will 
scarcely be believed that the New Zt aland Laud 
Company had disposed of several thou.snnd shares 
of land before they purchased an acre. Some 
three or four thousand emigrants, who had pur- 
chased allotments, left England on their way to 
take possession of them, jn t affcr the agent. 
Upon their anrival they could obtain no saUsiactory 
infiniBatiiiin respecting A«ir allotmenta, and were 
left in a destitute condition, to syipud the few 
earnings they had left, and to «udure all the pri- 
vations to wldeh paopltt httd^d in a new eoontry 
are aubject. 

Even of thoae allotmentfl thai have been giTen 

out, i]i;iny are not Buscep'il *i i f cultivation. It is 
scarcely to be believed that the high names which 
stand at the head of thia company could have been 
informed of the tnic state of things ; yet it is 
generally supp<»ed in this part of the world, that 
it is by their exertions and influence that the 
Britiah government liaa been induced to take for- 
cible poflaeanon of the territory of an Independent 

state, which New Zral.ind iiu louhtcdly was. How- 
ever this may be, the speculators have succeeded 
in their object, and the country wiQ new be retained 
by England, even if a military power should be 
necessary. Should the New Zealanders resist, and 
they are a warlike race, yet acting against Euro- 
pean discipline, they will readily be overcome. 
They are not unlike grown children, and may be 
more easily ruled by J:ini!nr<9Sj and by satisfying 
the vvants of the chiefs, iluiu by force. The popu- 
lation will soon disappear before the whites, for 
the cauaea that liaye operated elaewliere are to be 
aeen in action here, where the savage ia already 
siting imperceptibly before the advances of civili- 
zatton. While philanthropy, real or pretended, 
is nnsacking the globe to And anbjects for its 
benevolence it aeema a Htth) anrpriaing tliat 
scarcely a Toioe has been raised in Parnament 
against this act of usurpation. 

On the 29th of February, 1840, there was a vio- 
lent gale at the Bay of Isbinda, said by the mission- 
aries to have been the severest they had experi- 
enced, with perhaps the exception of one which 
took place ahcrtly afler their anival. lifaagr veaieUi 
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suffered gNatdAoiagc. The Thoro^of Sag Harbour, 
which sailed » few days before, bound ftoine, was 
obliged to ptit Lack, and in consequence of the 
damage received, was condemned as itnseaworthy, 
!Vi was also the Tuscan, an English u luilcr. The 
barque Nimrod arrived, having lost her topmast, 
and eeveml eoasten irere missuig, sappow&d to 
have been lost. Most of the vessels lying off Iv n i 
rarika dragged their anchors, but they suffered Ivas 
from not being raudi axpoeed; the Harriet was 
driven ashore at Tipoona, a few miles to the east- 
ward, near Point Pocock. This vessel parted her 
1 allies during the night, and the next morning was 
found a complete wreck. The crew barely escaped 
with their Uvea. Besides these diaasten ra l^e 
water, those on the land were also great : fences 
were carried away, houses deluged, grounds over- 
flowed, wharves mjiind, and the extensive em- 
bankment of the mmvttuy establisbmeat at Pahia 
nearly demolished. The tide rose six feet during 
t!ie night of Saturday, beyond its usual mark, 
wiiieh caused most of the damage. 

This gale was experienced at tiie Thames on 
board IT. TlM. shij) Herald, one hundred and forty 
mile» to the south; also by the Flying-Fish, off 
Cook's Straits, and by the Ixvk Achilles, to the 
north. Mr. Uale was a pusencerin the last-named 
Tesad, and took barometrical observations and notes 
during the continunnee of the gale. 

From the observations, it api)ear8 that the change 
tmk jilace at the two nortlurn and two southern 
positions, in Ofipitsite dircctt .tis, proviuL' (!■ it the 
gale was a rotai'y one, and that its centre muac liave 
passed between the Bay of Islands and the river 
Thames. The greatest force of the gtio was be- 
tween the hours of 1 and 3 a.il, on the 1st of 
March. At the Bay of Islands, a calm was ob- 
served by Mr. Dana and others, which lasted fifteen 
minutes^ after which the wind rapidly hauled round 
to the westward, and blew with increased violence. 
On board the Herald, the barometer fell to 28-76 in., 
and from the fact of the gale having been expe- 
rienced first to the northward and eastward, it is 
oerti^ that It eame fh>m that quarter, and passed 
over New Zealand in a south-west direction : the 
width of the track was about five hundred iniies. 

FctMwn fesidents have established tbfmpeLves in 
many plaees, and on all the inlets or arms of the 
Bay of Islands their cottages are to be seen, occu- 
pying the points and coves. 

On the north, the British resident, Mr. Busby, 
has built a large and eommodious eottage, and 
commenced laying out his gremvl'' in town lots for 
tlie future city of Victoria, of winch there was a 
public sale previous to our arrival. All the lots 
were, I baUsivs^ puiehaaed on qMcnlation, for after 
seeing the loealitf, one must be eonvineed that it 
offers no advantages for more than a village, if in- 
deed for that. More to the westward is situated 
Pahia» lbs wnfiw^n establishmexit. For counner- 
cial purposes, the south or Kororarika shore offers 
the greatest advantages, having the deepest water, 
and being th« most aheltsKM from tlie stonny 
winds. 

The eortent to which speenlatian has laiBed the 

prices of land in this neighbourhood is almost 
incredible. Mayew's Point, the first above Koro- 
xarika Buy, has on it a few storehouse^ whish are 
rented for six hundred pounds a-year. 

Mr. Clendon, the American consul, fior about 



three hundred and twenty-five acres, of which only 
fifty are level, haa received thirty thousand pounds 

fmm the Bridsh government, reserving to himself 
the i-eraaiuder, one hundred acres. He bought the 
whole for a trifle a few years ago. The location is 
a pretty mm, so a biU about three hundred feet 
high, and is, perhaps, the most commanding spot 
on these waters. The neatness i f Lis cottage and 
of the grounds about it adds much to its pleasing 
appeaiimce. 

i'lie introduction of a Sydney police at Korora- 
rika has been of service to that place, for they have 
dealt in a summary manner with 4ll0 vagabonds 
who formerly frequented it. 

A Roman Oktholie b^op is establiBhed here, 
who has a clmpel, and it wa.s said, wa^ making 
many converts; but it was »upposod that the prin- 
cipal inducement to conversion was the liberality j 
with which he and his associates bestowed gifts and 
presents upon those who joined in their prayers 
and received the cross. 

Besides the Episcopal mission, under the Rev, 
Mr. Williams, fonooerly a Keutenaat hi Che British 
navy, there ia a Weslcyau mission at Hokianga, 
which is highly spoken of. Many reports have been 
put in circulation by the evil diqwaed, in relation 
to these missions; but ss far as mj observations 
went, they seemed exemplary in Hmt duties; they 
w ere also occupied in farming, in which native la- 
bourers were employed. Mr. Williams having a 
large family growing up, many of tliem obtshied 
farms, and are now hi the successful oceui»ati'in of 
them. There is no doubt tlie hue and cry uj4u.mht 
the fatlier, that the mission had obtained all tlie 
best land from the natives, arose from this cause. 
Some eiremnstanees vers xvmarked, from which it 
wsiH evident that the interests of the natives were 
iook^ after by the missionaries, who protected 
their lands and induced them not to sell to the emi- 
grants, who would otherwise have found thsm only 
too ready to part with them. 

It is true that tl situation of these missionafiaa 
of the Church of England is different from that of 
any we had herstotom seen, and equally so that 
they do not appear to have snccceded as \v( 11 in 
making proselytes as those in tiio other Pulynesiau 
islands ; but 1 am persuaded that they have done, 
and are still endeavouring todtl, mneb good. Tliey 
are, however, separated, as it were, fhmi thefr 
Hocks, and consequently, cannot have that contrtjl 
over their behaviour that would be desirable. 
Many scenes, therefore, take phwe at the pas or 
strongholds, that might be prevented if themiflsioil^ 
arics mingled more with tljeir converts. 

Mr. Williams was kind enough to have divine 
service at the house where our naturalists stayed, 
—^Mt. Tibbey^ I wm not a little surprised when 
I heard that Mr. Williams had refused any oppor- 
tunity to our philologist to inspect a grammar of 
the New Zeaisiid tanpiBge, that was then going 
through the press. I mention the circnmstanee 
as remarkable, firom being the only instance of the 
kind that occurred to us during the t ruise ; and it 
cannot be easily imagined what could have boen 
the eanse of his refusal, for a very short period 
after our departure it would be ]iublished, and 
there could have been no tear of hia being fore- 
stalled by us. 

Among the natives the taboo is yet law, though 
endeavours are making to introduce other fatwa 
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among tlicm. It was told mc, on good authority, 
that there had been a trial for murder by a jury of 
chiefo at or near Hokianga, under the direetioa of 
a white man, Irat there was great reason to believe 
that tlie person did not receive that impartial 
justice which a duly-organized court would have 
assured him. The erldence waa said to have bccu 
deficient, but the current belief being against him, 
he M'as notwithstAnding ghot. 

The natives, we were told, were not a little sur- 
prised at the Bommary wajr in which justice, or 
rather punishmettl, is dealt oat by the magintrate 
of Kororarika. 

Their taboo laws are very strict, and carefully 
observed, even among those who are considered 
Cimstians. The chief, Tomati, refused to enter 
the house of a person whom he took Mr, Hale to 
visit ; for if he liad entered, it would have become 
tabnr)ed; and the native law, which does not permit 
any inaa to enter a house in which a chief has 
resided, even temp irii ilv, would have compelled 
hira to abandon his dwelliug. Women alone are 
allowed to enter the houses of chiefs. An instance 
of this was witnessed at the pa of Pomarc, and 
another where we attempted to purchase the prow 
of a canoe. This prow, which was elaborately 
carved to represent some nondescript animal, with 
a hnntan head, having the tongue protruded, was 
aecidentiilly seen in an out-of-the-way fitorchouse, 
and was somewhat mutilated ; it had belonged to 
the late dnef Kiwikiwi, and was tabooed in the 
first degree. Overtures were made to the widow 
of Kiwikiwi for its purchase. It was evidently 
considered vei'y sacred, for none of the natives 
would touch it| or even enter the storehouse in 
whkli H was kejpl Notwithatandfaff "ll it* sacred* 
ness, it was sold, after a little chaneiing, for six 
dollars. The first price asked was two pounds, 
but the widow could not verfafc the chance of its 
sale. After the bargain was concluded, no native 
could be found willing to incur the penalty of the 
taboo, by carrying it. When the transportation 
was accomplished, a new and unexpected difficulty 
arose : it could not be eanied aeroea the water in 
a canoe, as it was against taboo to do it. The 
threat of making them refund the money, and take 
back the ihu or nose, so worked upon the covetous- 
nen of old Kawiti, die chirf, that he ooniented to 
remove it, and also jmrniised to come the next day 
and paint it red, after the native fashion. This he 
jninctually performed, using a kind of red earth 
mixed with water. 

The taboo is afways resorted to, to pmtcet their 
Uumara -patches, and the fear of breaking it was 
strongly shown by the intrusion of Mr. Tibbey's 
goats into the kanara-patch of Pomare^ near hia 
I>a. No one oould be indnoed to go in to drive 
them out, for fear of pTinishnient ; and a message 
was sent to the chief to allow them to be expelled. 
After the permission waa given, the natives could 
not be induced to enter by any other place bnt that 
where tho ^oats had broken tlirough. 

The natives, for the most jnirt, have tlieir per- 
manent residence in towns, or what are here 
termed ''pas," which are generally bidlt on high 
promontories, or insulated hills, and fortified in a 
rude fashion, with a palisade of upright stakes, 
ab lit t It feet high: flw hooMa or huts are all 
built closely together. 

Pomare's pa being near our ancliorage, was 



frequently visited. It contained about three hun- 
dred huts. There was a main entrance through 
the palisade, near which are two posts^ the topa of 
which Mt0 carved into distorted i<'[>HiiwnlBluMiB 
of the human figure. 

Witbin the main enclosure are other enclosures, 
each containing five or tix bouses, with alleys of 
two feet wide, that traverse the town. Thehr 
houses are very simply constructed: four comer* 
posts are driven into the ground, and left from two 
to five feet above the sur&ce; in the centre line 
two or three strong posts are firmly met in the 
ground, to support the ridge-pole of the roof; on 
the posts is placed and la&hed a bonzontal beam 
for the rafters to rest upon, and smaller poles are 
lashed to the posts, at one foot apart, m»m the 
ground up; on these the roofing is worked: the 
niatrrial used in thatching is tiie rush (typha 
latifolia), or our common cattail. The manner of 
making the roof is to ik the matetiais en the hori- 
zontal strips or pole^ setting the larger ends no 
the ground, and drivnig them cIobc against each 
other, generally with the fist, and so on nntil all is 
closed in, leaving doorways under the eaves, at the 
gable-ends; the rappooing is then cut square off at 
the upper horizontal beam or plate-piece, and the 
roof is put on, made of the same material, and 
generally thatched with it cr fern. The rooih bavs 
usually but little pitch, which gives a squat look to 
the houses. Mats are generally hung xip at the 
doorways, but some have doors made w pme; flwjr 
are low, obliging one to stoop cr creep, in enter- 
ing. Around their houses they have usually peach 
trees flxowinff* but notiiinr ebe in enltivated aboot 



them. * 
The fbrnitore eonaists of mats, a few baskets 

and trinkets, an old chest to lock them up in, an 
iron pot, and a double burrelled gun, generally of 
the best maker. 

Pomare*B house was about twenty feet long by 
twelve broad; from five to eight feet high. The 
mode of cnnstrdction was tho same as above i}<-- 
scribed, with the exception that the rafters were 
flat and ornamented witii arabesque work, drawn 
with soot or black pigment. The posts were like- 
wise carved; but from the dirt and filth with which 
they were covered, it was difficult, if not impossi- 
ble, to decipher them. It is said that the New 
Zealandera have improved in the art of building 
since they were first visited, but they are still in 
this respect far behind any of the islanders we 
have visited. 

Four of our gentlemen, before my arrival, had 
paid Tomare a visit, and made him some presents, 
which, sa far ftom satisfying his cupidity, only 
made him mon covetous. On receiving a wateh- 
ebain, he asked Iktr the watch; and could not be 
induced to exhibit a dance, unless each person pre- 
sented him with a shilling. This exaction was 
submitted to, though they were disgusted and die- 
appointed with the gre"^ lin'^s he manifested. The 
dance proved very sinniar to those seen among the 
Samoans and Tahitians, with the same toenng of 
the arms and lege, and varioua contortions <rf the 
body, performed by a nnmber of men and women. 
Tiie only nmsic was tlint < ftho voice, two i i (liree 
singing in a high monotonous key. The dance 
was, howewr, aeen to disadvantage by oMidle> 
light. 

On the top of the hill is a sacicd enclosure, or 
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Kiaagm-tabno, in wMdi ii «MBted ih* tombB of the 

c1iiof><. A few dajs befim our visit one « 

torrud lure. 

This tomb ts formed of a sman eeiioe, eat 
through tlie middle, and the two parts joined face 
to face, foriuiug a hullow cone, about seven or 
eight feet long. The corpse is placed imMtf In • 
ntting poeture^ and would remain there a year, 
after wnioh ^e bones would be carried up tbe 
river, and as Cliarley Pomaro riTpTIHOrid it, wonid 
be " thrown away auy wlierc." 

Tlie tomb is painted red, and ornamented with 
feathers on each "idr", from the njound to the tnp; 
it is covered with a small »lie«i, to protect it from 
tlie weather, and eMoloeed all around with a fence. 
The funeral oerenMHiiea were not witucssed, but, 
from the description of the natives, were very 
noisv, and accompanied with firing of manv in i>, 
— a general practice on all public occasions. Their 
faces and arms bore evident marks of their having 
been engaged in the ccifniotiy, beinj^ covered wiih 
scratches which they had iiitiicted «>n themselves. 

The pas of tlie natives are not in reality strong 
places, but are little more than insulated and com- 
manding sitoations. Pomare makes some show of 
warlike instrumentn, in tlie formidahle airay of 
three ten-pounders, all of them in bad condition, 
thongh looked at and spoken of by tlie natives with 
no small prido and conceit. The ii.atives, in time 
of peace, do not live constantly in tliese pas, but 
are mostly occupied at their planlatioD-groiinds; 
for which reaaon only a few men were seen 1oong> 
ing about bi firont of their bouses. The women 
were f^cnenilly i n ^: .red in making and plaiting 
mats, or cooking, and the men seemed the greater 
idlers. 

Their Ti!\tTvo drcfus consists of mats of vartouR 
kinds, made of the native flax (phomax), which 
are braided by band, and are, asme of llmny finer 
tfaan carpeting, wliile others are as coarse as our 
eom*leaf mats. The latter were worn by the 
women while at work, tied around the liips, and 
sometimes over tbe shouhlers. They carry their 
children on the baek, Kke our Indians. 

The men were more luxiirionH in tlieir dress, 
iiaving fine mats, nearly as Inr^^e in ^ize as our 
blanket^ mgenieusly and' beautifully wrought, and 
wmethiiea embroidered. Both of these kinds ore 
still worn, tfiough they are gradually disappearing, 
and the dress is becoming more Eurupean, or ralher 
Tahitian. The women now often wear loose slips 
of ^Keo^ drawn about the neck, whieh are any 
thinfj but becoming, while the men have coarse 
clothing, sometimes a dirty white blanket, at others, 
diiiiBrent parts of Kiropeaa dress. The blanket is 
worn in tbe aame manner ns the native kakahu. 
Tbey never think it necessary to use clothing for a 
covering; it is woni more from pride and ostenta- 
tion than any tiling else; aud not unfreq^uently a 
native may be seen dedced oat in a coat and vest 
without any r^^voring on his nether limbs, and 
occasionally .vlUi a pea-jacket and no shirt. That 
which gives a foreit^ner a peculiar disgust to the 
persora of ttie New Zealanders, is tlieir filth, which 
also perradee their booses, fhey seldom, if ever, 
bathe themselves, or \va.sh their clotlies, which are 
usually worn until they drop off from age. They 
occaakinaily anoiiit their skins with fish oil, and of 
cot^r^c cannot be expected to licep tbemaelvee 
clean. 



To their houses, the description of Cook still 
applies: they aro small, low, bcjjiimed with soot, 
besmeared with ^%ase, and are filled with filth. 
As yet, thdr fimiitiire has received no addltieo 
from their intercourse with the whites, except the 
huge sea-chest and iron pot: the fitrmer to deposit 
thdr Viduables in, and the latter for cooking. It 
was remarked by us all, how few of tiie grotesque 
figures, HO much spoken of by voyagers, were to be 
seen. Tliere appeared to be little carving recently 
done, in comparison with former times. They are 
said to have faaproved in tbe construction of their 
houses; but there is still prent room for improve- 
ment, before they can vie with any of the other 
islanders we have visited. Their food oonsists 
principally of the potato, fish, Icnmavs, or sweet 
potato, Indmn com, and fern>root, which ia found 
tlirou<^lu)ut the citnn!i ; . The kumara is much 
smaller and inferior in t^uahty to those grown in 
the oiher Polynesian isles. Here it is a small 
watery root, and is generally disliked by foreigners. 
1 1 is pi-escrved in houses constructed for tbe pmr- 
pose, to prevent the depredations of the rats. 
These are built on four pwto, which are scraped 
exceedingly smootli, and are only entered by a 
single slanting post. The roots are also auspended 
beneatii these liouses in large iMskets. 

Fish are taken with hooks and nets, and are 
dr-i I niitl laid by for use. They also eat a clam, 
wliicli i l ly call /"/". Hogs aud poultry are raised 
in abundaiK-e, fur their own use and the supply of 
ships. They liave, as I i>cfore stated, peaches, as 
well as many small lierries, and in a few y^>8 they 
will ha% e all the fruits of the temperate zone intro- 
duoed by settlers. They formerly ate their fish 
nw, or cooked with tbe kumara, arnr the Polyne- 
sian fa.shioTi, in the ground, with hot stones ; bnt 
now they use an iron pot, in which all their food is 
boiled together. They Iwve a great fondness for 
rice, with sugar or molasses. They do not want 
for food, for their country is well supplied with 
wild root<^, wliicli in case of necessity or scarcity 
can be resorted to. They also make a pleasant 
beven^ resembling spruee-beer, which they call 
rr'ii-maori. 

The greatest changes which have taken place in 
their enstoms arc the introduction of the use of 
fii*o-arms, and the adoption of whale-boats instead 
of their canoes. The latter are without an ont- 
ri^per, and differ in this respect from the boats of 
all the other Polynenans south of the equator. 
They have also adopted the sqoare sail (which 
generally consists of a blanket), in place of the 
triangular one common to all Polynesia. 

The ornaments of the New 2!ea]ander8 are few; 
those of the men, who are chiefs, generally consists 
in an elabonte tatloomg, that ^ves a striking ap- 
pearance to the face ; the regularity with which it 
is done is wonderful. They all have their ears 
bcned, and have small rinp in them, made of jade 
or sharl:'<; trr th, tipjHjd with c::i!tr.r-wax, or small 
bright-coloured feathers. Around liie necLs of the 
chiefs and their wives is hung thdr ^ heitiki," 
made of a stone of a green eMour, whieh is held 
very sacred, and wliich, with their "meant,"— a 
short clever or club, — is handed down from father 
to son. The heitiki has some resemblance to a 
human figure, sitting with crossed legs. This stone 
is ]irocured from the southern island, near the 
liordt i-H of a bmall lake, which i*eceives its name 
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from the atone, being called Towai PaoMinu or 
the Green-stone Water. From the name of this 
stone. Cook, by mistake, gave the name of Tavy 
I'of'iiammoo to the southern island. It is also 
supposed that Captain D'Urville's name of Ika- 
na>maw (measing, the fish eut of Ifowi), given by 
him to the northern islands, may also be the 
name of some place cm the northern side uf Cook's 
Straits. Those who are acquainted witktlie natives 
and their lannage aay, that they have no native 
name for eitfier of the islands, or any part of 'die 
counir}', and have adopted into their language tlie 
names ^ven by the whites, with modifications to 
suit their tongue. 

It was a long time before Pomnre would oon- 
Hont to hit) wife parting with Uio hoitiki which 
she wore, and that belonging to himself (his atua) 
he would not allow us to take off his ned^ even 
to look at. Our eonwil 1nt<>rprcted for me a 
eintjular story tliat tli' s mfl)! rn natives had in- 
vented, relative to these stones : ** That they 
were found in a large fish, somewhat reMmhliog 
a (ihark, which they were obliged to capture and 
kill for the purpose of obtaining them. When 
first taken from tlie stomach of the fish, the stone 
is soft, but from exposure becomes hard^ and must 
be wrought in Its soft state.** This stevy was re* 
lated by Pomare. The smallor stones were about 
three inches in length, and the larger ones about 
five inches. 

Pomaro is a fine-looking man, and is handsomely 
tattooed. He is six feet in height, and well-formed, 
with the exception of hia feet and U-gs. His dress 
was any thing but becoming : a blanket was tied 
about nii neek, and hung ungracefully about his 
l>er8on, leaving his right arm free ; beneath this 
he wore a shirt and loose piur of drawers, de- 
scending to his knees; the rest of his person and 
his feet were bare. In his hand he usoail^ car- 
ries a short cloak of doeskin, called topunty Ait- 
pnni, or ftatutu. These short cl i arc, in shape, 
not milike those of the koiffhts la ancient times; 
they are about three fsel long, being formed of 
cciTTimnn rioth, mat, or sewed do^^skiii, dressed 
witii tiic liair on. Pomare's dre&s was surmounted 
by a blue naval cap, with a gold-hice band. The 
tattooing nay give bis features somewhat of a 
fleroe aspect, and serve to disguise the expres- 
sion, yet I cannot but believe that his true feel- 
ings are developed in it. His face indicates any 
thing but a kingly duumeter. Pierhnpa liis repu- 
tation for business may have something to do 
with the impression Jiia physiognomy pntduced. 
He told me lie bad two wives, but it is generally 
believed that thirty would bo nearer the truth. 
The favourite one ueoaUy aeeoraponies him ; she 
is liighly spoken of for her good sense, and Pomare 
is said to place much confidence in her judgment. 
She was the best-looking native I saw in New Zea- 
land, but would not be called handsome elsewhere. 
The missionaries hare not yet been able to produce 
any effect upon Pomaro or the family conneeted 
with binu Pomare's chief warrior is Mauparawa, 
who has been penuaded to nmsiii wiA him, 
altliongh ft native of Hauakl, on tin river 
Thames. 

Mauparawft is ft roadl flner-looking man than 
Pomare,— m ftppesranoo ft veiy Hercules; but the 
effects M diasipstini are be|^nmng to be peroeived 
in his powerful finune. He has long beoi » la- 



voorite with the whites, who admire bim for his 
prowess, lianv of bis foUowers came with him to 
join Pomare, of whom few are now left ; for in an 

expedition iM^t year he lost almost all of tbi m: 
having landed on Aoteu or Barrier Island, he was 
overpowered and badly wounded, barely eseaping 
with life. One of his acts of daring took place in 
the last feuds with the Kororarikiuia, by whom he 
was much detested. Wislung to put a disgrace 
upon them and show bis contempt, he one i^ght 
took his canoe, and with six of h» followen left 
Pomare's pa ' r Ptmnghold for Kororarika, the 
heart of his enemies' strength. He landed there 
in the midst of bis foes, whom he fuund hat asleep. 
Drawing up bis canoe on the benoli, lir went to the 
house of a white man, whom he awoke, and ordered 
him to give himself and followers some spirits, 
threfttenmg him, in case of refusal, with. instant 
death. They took their spirits quietly, desiring 
the man to =ny to the Kororarikans in tlie nu nil!!;:, 
that Mauparawa had been there in the night, with 
some insulting message ; but before leaving, it 
occurred to him that the man wonld not have the 
courage to tell of his visit: he therefore determined 
to leave his own canoe, (which was very well 
known,) and take a wliale-boat in its stead. All of 
which was done merely to throw ft stnr upon his 
enemies, at the risk of his own life. 

Another person of some note is a cousin of 
Pomare, called Charley Pomare, the son of the 
former ruling chief of that name. Hoia, the bro- 
ther of the King, appears to be a stupid fellow. 
Charley Pomare was very talkative and intelligent, 
and although yoaag, appears well-informed in the 
history of uie isbod. In his aecount^ ho dwells 
particularly on tlie extensive ravages committed 
by Shougi, who I believe was taken or went to 
Europe. After his return, finding he bad loot 
influence m liis tribe^ in order to regain i^ he com- 
mitted some of the most barbarous cruelties that 
have ever disgraced these islands, and made his 
name terrible among the tribes. Most of these, 
before his wars, haa from three hundvsd to one 
thousand warriors, but only a few now remain in 
some of those who wcro formerly powerful and 
independent, and who being from their weakness 
unable to oontmid by themselves, have become 
incorporated with odier tribes. The reason that 
the natives give for this diminution is, that Shougi 
had killed them all. His conquests embraced 
neaify all the northern part of the north iaiand, 
whose warrioi-s he then unitcil, mul led against tlie 
people of the south, about iiaualvi, ou the river 
Thames. With these he waged a long and bloody 
war, and extended the name of Ngapulii, which 
properly belongs to the people about flio Bay of 
Islands, as far south as K;,i; am. His drath, which 
happened a few years since, was a great relief 
both to his followers and foes. 

The last war took place in 1837, ■'♦bout two years 
before our arrival. It was, in all probability, the 
la-st native contest that will be w,T.geil. It was 
caused by the disanpearaoce of a woman of Otuilia, 
whom the tribe of Kororsrilcft were suspeeted and 
accused of having killed and eaten. Formidable 
preparations were made, and the allies on both 
sides called in ; the people of Kororarika being 
mded by the forces* from Hokumga. The principal 
buttle was fought in a pieco of mai'shy ground 
between Wailcareparu and Otuiha. Uvn Ponuie, 
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better known by the name of Charley, then quite 
a boy, led the forces of Otuiha, while thoee of 
Kororarik* were marshalled bj Fi, a great chief 
of Hokianfa; and ihe fight wm terminated by 
Charley first shooting PI, and then th ' si l( ml 
chief, who was endeavouring to save the body, 
with his dottbl6>harrelled gun. The heads of the 
warriors were cat off, and preserved as trophies, 
while their bodies were left on tbc ^ound. They 
were not eaten, thougli tlic HokianL^a people are 
said to be canmbals. This latter iroputatiou. how- 
ever, ihoiild be leodred with nuition, as the in- 
foniialioil wis derived from their enemies. 

From all I oonld learn, Pomare is not deemed 
very courageous, and was not himself engaged in 
the fight. He is looked upon aa qoite avaricious, 
and as a great coward: he is much addicted to 
liquor. If [ ( rlKij s, excite surprise to learn 
how he came to exerctiie the influence he does over 
hie ooontrymen; it b enthrely owing to bis do* 
<{lMnoe, by which he is enabled to lead them any 
where. When Charley was asked the cause uf his 
uncle's influence, he said that Pomare could lead 
the people wbererer he dHMe; and to the question 
•8 to why be himself was not king, he answered, 
** Oh, that is maori" (country fashion). 

Some of the gentlemen visited the pa of Pomare, 
for the purpose of witnessing his retom from a 
visit to one of his allies. The canoe was seen 
coming up the bay, paddled by forty-five natives, 
and on the side of tlie hill aQ the people of the pa 
wore collected, shouting, waving tiieir gannents, 
and firing muskets, to welcome their friends^ 
When the chief t. nii In d the shore, a curious scene 
ensued. All the b j iti i< n seized their paddles, and 
ran some distance nl ni: the beach, where they 
halted, and formed tliemselves into a compact 
body, in martial array. Those of the pa did the 
same, and were stationed in front of the canoe; the 
former par^ then retunied, and when near, the 
lifter made simnlUMieeiwIy tm or twelve leaps 
directly upward, waving their paddles over their 
heads, and giving at eaob jump a hard guttural 
sound, like nook. The two parties then changed 
positions, when the boatmen went through the 
same motions, after which the whole mingled to- 
gether. This < . j ( iiiouy was supposed to repre- 
sent that used on the return of a war*party. 
Pomare was fomd shortly aflerwarda seated ta 
front of his house, surrounded by his people, who 
were busUy engaged in prepari]|)g a great feast, for 
which he waa ghnng diraetkiifl^ and wrhidi ahotily 
took plaee, aeoompanied by much merry-makb|g. 

The chief, Pomare, on one occasion paid a visit to 
the L'' lit' "men of the squadron a r ]\Ir. Tibhey's, with 
some for sale, and for which he had been 
fishing several hours. He first asked a shilling for 
them, which waa handed to him, v-hr n he immedi- 
ately raised his price to two hluUiugs, and when 
this waa refused, he went away in high dudgeon, 
and complained to me on my arrival, that he had 
not been treated well. Many instances of the 
same kind occurred. 

Mr. Hale induced iiuia, Pomare's brother, to 
give him a list of the various clans of the great 
Yopaki tribe, wluoh nnder Shougi had formerly 
been the terror of all New Zealand. From this 
and odin ,nirlir> itios, the number of the tribes 
were given at one hundred and fiv^ in which were 
comprised upwavda of dxl^ thousand fighting men. 



Those wiio are more acquainted, and have the best 
opportunities of knui^ing, state the population at less 
than three boudred thonssnd: thore are others 
who rate the popalation from thirty to tatty then* 

HAud. A mean between t!i" t .vo ■ "tiniitOt ir^iiH 
be nearer the truth. From the hifomalioil I re- 
ceived, I am satisfied that it cannot be great. The 
population of both islands is said to amount to from 
one hundred and fortj- to one hundred and eighty 
thousand, and the whole of this number are on the 
north island, with the exception of three or four 
thonsaad who are on the eouthem island. It is 
remarkable that every tribe has a name pecnliur 
to itself, and distinct from the district whicli it 
inhabits: thus the natives of Kurorarika are called 
Yaitawake; those of Hauaki (the river Thames), 
Ngaitawake; and with few exceptions these names 
begin with the syllable of Ngaor Ngati — most com- 
monly the latter. These names are tliougbt to 
have reference to dansbip. The niMnbeva of each 
trHro ^ippe'ir to bo all coutected by the ties of eon* 

sangunuty. 

Some of our naturalists made a visit to a town 
called Wangaiara, situated near the ooast* about 

thirty miles to the southward of Ckpe BratL They 

passed up the Waicaddie river eleven mites to 
Waicaddio Pa. Hero they found a missionary 
station ocent^d by a Mr. Baker; but n<me of the 
family were at home. The old chief of Waicaddie 
was very indignant, and treated them quite un- 
civilly, because they were going to Wangarara. 
After procuring a guide, they set out on foot for 
thai |Maoe. The dntanee is twelve miles, whieh 
they accomplished by sunset. The road lay over 
mountains. The village of Wougarara cousists 
of four or five miserable huts, or what would more 
properly be designated kennels, made in the rudest 
manner, and thatched with fern-leaves. In order 
to enter these, they were obliged to crawl on their 
haads and kuees. Tbe fiimitnre of the chief's 
hoose eonristed of a few mata, two orthree fishing- 
nets, and nn 11 chest. A firp was smoking in the 
ceutre to keep out tlie musquitoes, and the resem- 
blance to a smoke-honsa was striking; or, perhaps, 
the latter would have suffered by the comparison. 
The accommodations in this hut were rather con- 
fined and crowded; for besides themselves, there 
were three runaway sailors as guests. They, tbere- 
tuMf gladly accepted the invitation of die diief 
Ko-towatowa, who was on a visit here, to accom- 
pany him to his hut, at the mouth uf the bay. 
Thev went with him in his fine large canoe, and 
reached his residence late in the evenin|^ where 
they found titemselvea mneh mors comfortably 
ai'oi mniadated, having clrin nuits and a gimd 
supper of pigeons and p4>tAtoes. This wa-s Ko- 
towatowa's principal fiurm. His pa is situated a 
few miles up the bay, on a rocky point, and c<m- 
taius one hundrctl and fifty houses. It was, at the 
time of tlieir visit, nearly deserted, in consequence 
of tbe attention demanded by their crops; and this 
is die case witb neaity all the other paa at this 
eeascm. 

This part of the country is fiat, and has a good 
soil; and here Ko-towatowa raises most of his 
potatoes and kumaras, which are larger and better 
than thoee raised at the Bay of Ifdands. They 
also raise a good supply of Indian com, and are at 
no loss for food, which was evident from tlie quant 
titlead dried aawdlaa Ml fiab whkh rnw aaeii. 
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A great difference WM perceived between the 
natives fif til in place ami fbnse of the Bay of 
Islands. The former have had Uttlo or no com- 
munication witli foreigncra, their manners arc 
more Btinple, and th^ have little or no idea of tho 
oonTentioml value of money. The people of this 
]ilnce appeared more virtuous and happy, and a 
number of young women were s4"Pn, pood-looking, 
spri^litly, and nU of animati n 

They here «aw the old chief of Wangarara, 
grand-uncle to Ko-towatowa. He was very feeble, 
u itli white hair, and clad in an oid dogskin robe. 
He was observed to ut all day on a siuall mound 
of ^Brtand pipi-sheUs; having lately loot a relation, 
lie, according to custom, is tabooed for the scaBon. 
lie does nut help himeelf, and is not allowed tu 
touch any thing with bis hands; his grand-daughter, 
a sprightly girl, waits upon hira; and it was pleasing 
to witness the watchfulness she evinced in attend- 
ing to hiH wants, often filling and lighting his pip \ 
and holding it in bis mouth while he smoked. 
Notwithfltondiiig the piroinising appeanuioe of Ko- 
towatowa's house and premises, it wna found 
swarming with fleas and other vermin. Ko-towa- 
towa is a member of the Episcopal Church, and 
daily performed wonhip in his native fawgne. 
After th«r morning meal, they began thdr ram- 
bles, but liad not proceeded far before they were 

I met by a large party of natives, who kept saying 
to them,«*tKMfc about om hUUng^" by which they 
soon understood that they were required to pay 
< one shillmg for the privilege of walking on the 
beach and picking up aheUs ; on Ko-towatowa's 
I being appoaled to, he aoon dispeiaed them. On a 
I hill, near this place, Mr. Drayton foand a beautiful 
specimen of biilimus Sliougii. 

Wan^urara Bay is a deep indentation in the 
comtf to whieh it nms parallel, and is separated 
from the ocean by a narrow belt of high and rocky 
land. It is said to liavc good anchorage for a dis- 
tance of six mileB from it.s mouth. The entrance 
ia very deep^free from danger, and about one mile 
wide : it is a much safer port than the Bay of 

laland^^. A vcs.sel might jiass by \tA entrance 
without suspecting that a liarbour existed. Pro- 
visions of all kinds are much cheaper and better 
than at the bay ; and alfliough the natives are 
aware of this difference, yet not being able to 
transport their provisions there, they am content 
to dispose of them for a less price. 

Thehr Irind friend Ko-towatowa took them hack 
to Wangarara, stopping on the way at his pa, 
wliure he ^tresented them with «]^uantities of 
peaches, wbieh had been tabooed to hie people. 
At Wangarara they again found tlu ir guide, and 
the two old chiefti, — the elder of whom waa called 
Kawau, and the other, a little younger, Ruahenna: 
both of them liave the character of being neat 
rascals. The content between them and Ki>t4v 
wat nwa was very much to their disparagement. 
\\ itli Bome reluctance they ordered a pot of po- 
tatoes to be boiled ; but when night came, they 
positively refused entrance into their huts unless 
each gave a shilling, to which Ko-towatowa sternly 
objected, saying that they were his guests, and 
should not pay. A quarrel between the cUiefis 
ensued, and tiie only way it was prevented from 
going to extremity, was to slip tlie money quietly 
I into old Ka>vau'8 hand ; after which, peace was 
mioredy and tiiey vetured for the nignt* wheva 



they wei-e etfeetoaUy tormented by the fleas and 

vermin. Ko-towatown, on taking leave of them, 
refused any compensation for his services ', but a 
pressing invitation to pay tlMon a vint at the bay 
was accepted. 

They rstonied by Hie same ronto, and by noon 
reached Waicaddie I'a. It contains about two ' 
bundled houses, and is situated between two Btnall j 
fresh-water streams. This is the most cleai uy u : J | 
extensive town in the neighbourhood of the Bay of 
Islands. Mr. Baker, of the Episcopal Mission, has | 
settled here; lie has many acres of land, and com- j 
fortable dwellings, farms extensively, and has 
about twenty hMid of cattle, with g<»od pasture for 
them. The natives also po.e.'iess some oattle. By 
night they reached their lodgings. 

One who has bng known ttos New Zealanders, 
and on whose judgment reliance may be placed, 
gives them credit for intelligence and generosity, 
Mild .says that they are hospitable and confiding to 
strangerSf persevering where the object concerns 
themsslveay strongly atteched to their ehildren, 
and extremely jealous of their connubial rights. 
A violation of the latter is punished with death, 
not only to tlie parties themselves, but aometimee 
extended to the near relatives €i the offmders. 
They are crafty, but not over-readiing in theur 
dealings, covetous for the pos-sesision of noveitieB, 
although trustworthy when any thing is placed 
under their immediate charge, but not otherwiae 
over-honest. 

A traoHieut visiter would hai'dly give them so high 
a charaeter, and would) I tltink, have an onfoveur* 
able opinion of the race. He might, however, 
award to them intelligence; but they apj^ear ▼indic> 
tlve, and, from a number of facts, must be treache- 
rous. One cannot be long aniun^ them, without 
discovering that they are adepts m trick«ay, and 
suspicious in tlieir dealings. Tlicsc bad qualities 
they n)ay have acquired from the number of low 
whites that arc among thcra. They seem destitute 
of any of the higher feelings^ such as gratitude ten- 
derness, honour, delicacy, Ac. They are Mttremely 
indolent i»nd dirty, disgusting in their habits, and 
carry on the infamous pi-actice of ti'affic in women, 
whiim even the highest cliiefs are said to be engaged 
in, openly and without shame. Tho vice of druuken- 
ue^sducs not exist among them to any degree, and 
it is not a little astonishing that tiiie bad example 
set them should not have been more followed. They 
are extremely proi^d and resentfiil of any insult, to 
avenge which Uie whole tribe usually unites. As 
an instance of this, we may cite tkie conduct of 
Ko-towatowa, wilose hospitality to one of our par- 
ties has been recorded. At the invitation of the 
gentlemen who had been indebted to him for atten- 
tions, he visited them at Tibbey's, when an unto- 
ward cireomstance oeenxred, which liad weUnucb 
ended hi an open affront. As they were aeatadln 
the poreh of Tibbey's house, one of their thougilllaia 
visiters, by way of affording amusement to tlie 
company, played off upon Ko-towatowa a b<msh 
trick, by burning him on the nos<' with a cigar. This 
produced great auger in the chief, who would have 
at once punished the rudeness, but through the 
timely interference of the bystandeia, he became 
appeased, but required some atonement lot the 
insult offered him; a half-dollar waa given him, 
but be said he would accept only half, as he did not 
want to bepaidfuri^ bpt merely desired a token 
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Lliat it had been atoned for. In the opinion of all, 
he rose much above the sil^ triflcr who had been 
tbeperpetiatorof the joke. 

The nstiven are peculiarly sensible to any insult 

of this kin ! A short time before our arrival, a 
raischievous white boy, staying with oar consul, 
had plaeed a anntt bnus kettts on the \md of an 
old chief, which caused somo nTrniBRment to the 
bystanders. The chief at the time did not show 
any signs of being offended. He had always been 
well dbposed and peaceable towards the whites, 
and was known to have a strong partiaUty towards 
the family. Oti going to the pn, however, he men- 
tioned the circumstance to bis tribe, which produced 
a great excitement among thegoo. Thejr aaeembled 
and advanced in a body to the dwelling, to require 
satisfaction for the affrontoffered, and although they 
were told and convinoed it was done in plaj'fulness, 
they required atonement; and this being refused, 
they took all the clothes that were hanging to dry 
on tli< linM, and every thlnp tliey could find about 
the premises. They even took the shoes and clothes 
off a dek boy, who was lying in Ae vmnda. Their 
rapacity was only stopped by the courage of the 
mistress of the house, who, bein^ unable to check 
th^ proceedings by remonstraueeH, threw a billet 
of wood at tlie principal chief. This bold net 
astonished him, and from admiration of her courage 
caiise l Mi- iu at once t i li ^ihr, '-:iving she liad a big 
heart, which is their tigui*atiye term for a cou- 
rageous person. Inmlts given in tiib aeeidental 
way, have been known to occasion the most deadly 
feuds. They have, however, great command of 
temper when insulted. As an in8tan<^ of this, 
an anecdote was related to me of mme chiefs having 
become offended at the Episcopal missionaries, in 
conscqncnce of some transaction respecting lands, 
in which they conceived themselves wronged. The 
oliteded parties pvoeeeded to Pahia in OMer to de- 
mand redress; but on their arrival there, the mis- 
sionaries were absent, and although the whole 
property was at their mercy, there being no enoOB 
the premises bat female^ they did not harm any 
thing, and declined to enter into any explanation 
until they had seen the missionaries. Taking tlieir 
seats (^oietly at the gate, the/ awaited their return, 
wliidi did not take ]^aee Ibr sonwhoon after, when 
they demanded an explanation of the Rn]>po8ed 
wrong, and atonement for it; and being satisfied, 
they departed without any molestation or injury 
whaterer. It will, in all probability, be said that 
sach patience was in consequence of the parties 
complained of being missionaries; but that could 
not well have been the case, for they are by no 
means popular with tbe natives, and ^ reason is, 
that the mission nrips show very little regard for 
their own countrymen, which, in the eyes of a New 
Zeahuider, is a great crime. 

From all I eould gather, I am inclined to believe 
them an observant people, and that they would 
become an industrious one, were it less ea.sv to 
provide tiiemselves with the necessaries of life. 
They show much energy of character in their war- 
like ptu*suits, on which their whole minds seem yet 
to dwell. The 8p<mtaneou8 productions of their 
soU furnish them so easily with all that is required 
for their food and clothing, that there is no sufficimt 
incitement to industry. 

The New Zealanders are above the middle size, 
well formed, and athletic; they vary in colour from 



a chesnut to a light copper; they have black hair, 
very thick and enrly, which many suffer to grow 
long, while others crop it close. I saw few with 
whiskers, and their beards were light. The fore- 
head is high, sloping backwards; the nose frequently 
aquiline and prominent; the eyes are black and 
piercing, but rather small; the tattooing gives a 
nardneas of outline to the cl iofs that is not so ob- 
servable in the common people; they want, how- 
ever, the softness ot tlie rwfc of the Polynesian 
family, of which they are a part, not having the full 
muscles, or soft contour of face, which we had 
hitherto observed among the groups we visited. 
They arc as indolent as the other cognate racei^ 
Imt more capable of undergoing fatigue. 

The following is nno of their traditions respect- 
ing their origin. The tirst natives came from 
Hawaiki, situated towards the east, in several 
canoes, and tho names of some of Uie principal 
men were, Tancpepeke, Tanewitika, Tancweka, 
Rongokako, Kopaia, Kornanpoko : the canoes in 
which they came were called Kotahijmi, Kotea- 
rawa, Kohnfonta, Tskitima. Thej settled first at 
Knwia, on tho western coast; then near Maketu, 
Turanga, and Ahnriri, at the east cape. The 
natives, it may be as well to remark, say that this 
story is all nonsense, yet the similarity of the fore- 
going names with those of the people of Savait, in 
the Sanioan Group, is striking. This, connected 
with the story, which we shall hereafter quote, of 
the introdttetion of the knmara in canoes, taken 
together, wonld appear to afford vcn,* strong n-a- 
son for the conjecture that they were derived from 
flie ttune source. In their native traditions there 
appears to be some idea of a creation, having a 
general resembUmce to that of the other nations of 
Polyii' f ia. 

The trade in native curiosities is not quite so 
great as it need to be, particularly in tattooed 

heads. So great at one time was tlie traffic in the 
latter article, between New Zealand and Sydney, 
ttat in 1831, it was prohibited by law. In Go- 
vernor Darling's adnunistration of the colony, the 
chief Sbougi is supposed to have made large sums 
by it, and there are some persons who, in part, 
impute bis wars to his desire of gain; for having 
been in England, be became acquainted wiA the 
value set upon them, and the demand for them. It 
is generally thought that many of the headii Urns 
eold have been prepared by the white runaway con- 
victs, who have leamt the mode erf doing this ^m 
tbe natives; They are still to he obtained, though 
great precaution is used in disposing of them. A 
missionary hrig, lying at the Bay of Islands, had 
many ennoeities on board, in the possession of the 
steward; and after the buying of mats, &c., had 
been fiuished, he invited our officers to step down 
to his little store-room, under the forecastle, where 
he Iiad a cariosity which could not l>e brought oaU 
After this mysterious enunciation, th^ mllowed 
him to the bottom of the 1, ! : r; he then told them 
he was about to put his fate into their handi», be- 
lieving that they were too much men of honour to 
betray him. He then proceeded to inform them 
that he had two preserved heads of New Zealand 
chiefs, which he would sell for ten pounds, lie 
eould not venture, he said, to produce them on 
hoard Ae Inig, hat if they wonld appoint a place, 
he would bring them. The penalty for selling them 
was fifty guineas, and he conjured them to the 
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most perfect teereoy. Thew praved to be b«atiti« 

All «pecinaeiis, and now form a part of -in- collec- 
tions. So effectuaitjr baa the tine prevented this 
traffic, that it is aa «ztMi]Mly diffieidt nuitter to 
obtain a head; they are as rare now as tliey have 
beta common heretofore; and the last place in 
which it could liave been expected to find them, 
would bftve been on board A miMionairy vessel. 

The New Zealandets are stilt eannibBlB^alfliougli 
in the districts whera the miflsionaricB reside, they 
have done much to put a slop to tlm practice. 
After ihii arrival of our gentlemen, an instance oc- 
curred of a chief having killed a boy about fourteen 
years of age, as a medictne for his son, who was 
sicii; and a^i this prescription did not effect a cure, 
a girl about the some age was to be served up, but 
the timely interfi»rettce «f the mnsIoiMriea pre- 
vented it. 

The present condition of the New Zealandera is 
inferior to tliat of some of the other Polynesian 
nation. There is, as in other places, little or no 
occasion for labour; the industry of a few weeks Is 
all that is n . li 1 to supply them w'nh f od for the 
year; their traffic in pigs and other supplies to 
whalers and traders is quite sufficient to procure 
their necessary supply of clothing. It is said their 
moral condition has much improved of late, and 
that titey are becoming senrible of the advantages 
of oiviUsed life. In the former direotion there is 
still great room for improvement, and the latter, I 
should ihmk,as yet far above tlieir ide.Ts of honesty 
and of the obligations they owe to those about them. 
Perhaps those who have become somewhat attached 
to the Christian religion may be a little improved, 
but the onl^ instance that wo can recaii to our re- 
collections IS that of the chief Ko-towatowa. The 
. chiefs^ however, in general ahow a growing disposi- 
tion to acquire eomforts about their dwelKngs, and 
ill comparison with the other natives, are almost 
cleanly in their persons, industry is also making 
progress in the euItiTation of their plantations. If 
I could believe it possible that the dwellings of the 
lower classes of the people had ever been more 
filthy, or their persons less cleanly, I would more 
readity credit that some improTemcnt had taken 
place. Numbers are said io be able to read and 
'A l it.' tlieir own Irmir-iage, having been tanLrlif I' v 
the missionaries, and then have afterwards been 
known to take a {»ide in instructing others, and to 
display a [fn it eri^eriirss in thv acquisition of fur- 
ther knowledge; but tliev aic liir, very far behind, 
in the rudiments of education, the natives of other 
gmmpe where the misaionariea have been esta- 
blished, although, as respeets natural capacity, they 
may prul LiMy rank liighcr. 

There is itiiich tliat is worthy of notice io Ute 
missioi) L y • peratioos htM. They seem to have 
pursued a different course from that followed at 
the other groups, and appear to begin by teaching 
the useful arts, and setting an example of industry. 
This has given rise to macli remark. The mission- 
aries of the Episcopal Church appear to keep aJoof 
fmm tfie natives, and an air of Rtiffness and pride, 
uubecoming a missionary in most minds, seems to 
pvavail. They have a wapsl at Pahia and one at 
Tipoona, but very few persons attend ; tbeur native 
and Sunday schools have also very few scholars; 

and I'll V appear ti lie ^^>ing but little in making 

converts. Must of the natives, however, have 
and evcnhig prayen^ bat Hietr praotiess 



and ehamcteiu show any thing but a rsfonn in 

their lives. The misHionaries hold Inrge tracts of 
land, and about the Bay of islands the Church 
mission (Episcopal) may be and to have tbe sntire 
control of the property. At the missionary eeta- 
bltshment at Pahia they have a printing-press, and 
li;i\ > printed some parts of the Scriptures. They 
are now printing a New Zealand grammar, in 
the native traditions, there appears to be some idea 
of a creation, having a general re&emblanre to tliat 
of the other nations uf the Polynesian groups. 
The first god was Maui, who fished up the earth 
out of the sun ; afterwards a great flood came, 
which covered the land, and then the waters were 
dried up by annther god, who set tire to the forest. 
From the accounts and observaticniB of all, it may 
be safely asserted that ^ aatires have no religion. 
Some few apparently follow the forra of it, and 
call themselves professing Christians ; but tlie 
majority or greater nuiAer uf thn natives have 
none, ^iher Christum or pagan. When undergoing 
tuition by the mtssionariee, they are said frequently 
to stop and ask Ibr a present for having said their 
hymn, and it is said, I know not with what truth, 
that the Cathdic misrionaries have been in the 
habit of giving them some small token in the phnpe 
of croeses, which the natives look upon as a sort of 
compensation. 

At Kororarika, as has been stated, there is a 
Roman Gstholie chapel, and it is the residence now 
of the bishop of tiie Sou'.Ii S ri riLtholic Mission. 
Some singular anecdotes are related of the natives, 
of their list joining mne denomination and tlisn 
another, receiving little articles as presents from 
each ; indeed, it is said tliat there are few of tliem 
but conceive they ought ts be paid for saying their 
praycTL or attending mass. At Hokianga tliere is 
also a Metiiodist or Wesleyan mission, whidi is 
generally considered tfaa most aotlTS^ and is doing 
a great deal of good. 

The native pas are generally scenes of revelry and 
debauchery. My crew soon got tired of their visits to 
tliat of Pomare, and complained much of the dis- 
honesty of the natives. Pomare and his suite paid the 
shipavisit a few days after our arrival, for the mir^ 
pose of obtaining his quota of presemis. Trseeived 

iiiiii and all his retinue with kindness, and made him 
several presents, among which was a fowling-piece; 
but he had, in going round the ship, seen one of 
Hall's patent rifle«, thnt loaded at the I reLuli; ami 
nothing would satisfy him but to exchaiige ihe guu 
I liad given him for one of these. He surprised me 
by at onoe comprehending its fiiolity of use, and 
its exodlent manufiieture. After a great deal of 
importunity, I consented to the exchange, but 
found that he was inclined, after having once suc- 
ceeded, to beg every thing that struck his fancy. 
In this he was followed by the other chiefs, among 
the rest by Hoia, his brother. To the latter, I 
gave an old cocked-hat, which jileased him exceed- 
ingly, and 1 was not a UtUe amused to see him 
wearing it, and dressed in a tight coat and ves^ 
with bare legs, exhibiting one of the most ridicidous 
figures imaginable, akUough in liis own opinion the 
beau ideal of elegance. Pomare went about the 
ship bogging for military caps with gold bands, and 
was extremely importunate until he found that 
nothing more could be obtained. I i y no imans 
admired his appearance on this visit ; for, aitliough 
9S good pnypntkms, tall, and well made, he is awk- 
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ward &nd parrot-toed. His height and maaner of 
walldnf makv this defeet move ftpiMteiit, and he 

wants that dignity which in sometimes sern in a 
savage of our country. The New Zealanders, how- 
ever, struck, us as having a eloeer reMmblMee to 
our North Americftn'IndiAiw than any ethen we 
hud yet met with among the Polyneeum nations. I 
was surprised to see how little respect was paid to 
the orders of Pomare by his followers, and vsa 
told that there is little authority acknowledged by 
those who are frc<". Tlis slaves and wives are 
those who must sustain ilie burden of his wrath ; 
their lives are at his disposal, and with them his 
wtU is law } the/ seem, Jkowever, to be treated 
kindly. Pomare is said to be entirely nnder the 
crntrnl of his favourite wife, of whom I have hereto- 
fore spoken. She is a far more rrapcctable person 
than her husband, and vraa the most inteuigent 
native I met with. 

Wishing to see their war-dances, I requested 
Pomare to f^ratify us with an exhibition, which he 
consented to do. The ground chosen was the hill- 
sMe of Mr. Ctendon, our eonsnl's place, where be* 
tween three and four hundred natives, with their 
wives and childi-en, assembled. Pomare divided 
the men into three parties or squads, and stationed 
these at some distance from each other. Shortly 
after this was done, I received a message from 
him, to Bay that they were all hungry, and wanted 
me to treat them to something to eat. This vras 
refhsed oiitil they had finished tiieir dance, and 
much (1( lay took place in consequence. Pomare 
and hi6 warriors were at ftrst immoveable: but they 
hi a short time determined they would unite on the 
hillrto]^ which was acoordingly ordered, although 
I was told they were too hungry to danoe wm. 

Here they arrange';! tlii'Tiis-.'K i-s in :i snliil column, 

and began Htampiug,8houlin|^jumpiiig, and shaking 
their guns, clubs, and paddles in the air, wiOi vio- 
lent gesticulations, to a sort of savage time. A 
more grotesfiue group cannot well be imagined j 
dressed, half-dressed, or entirely naked. After 
much preliminary action, thoy aU set off, with a 
flraatie shoot, at nill speed In a warwdiaive, whieh 
not only put to flight all the animals tliat were 
feeding in the neighbourhood, but startled the 
spectators. After running about two hundred and 
fifty yards, they fired their guns and halted, with 
another shout. They then returned in the same 
manner, and stopped before u.^, a n uly savage 
mnltitodei, wrought up to apparent frenzy, and 
exhibittog all the modes practised of maiming and 
killing their enemies, until thoy became exhausted, 
and lay down on the ground like tired dogs, pant- 
ing for breath. One of the chiefs then took an old 
broken drsgoon-sword, and began mmiing to and 
fro iMfore us, ffontlehing it, and at the same time 
delivering a speech at the top of his voice. The 
speech, as intei-preted to me, ran thus : You are 
wetemne,youars our friends, and we are glad to see 
you;" frequently repeated. After three or four 
liad shown off in this way, they determined they 
must have something to eat, saying that I had 
promised them rice and sugar, and they ought to 
have ii Bfr. Clendon, however, persuaded them 
to give one of their feast-dances. The performers 
consisted of about fifteen old, and an many young 
pmiolMi, whom they arranged in close order. Tlie 

{ouQg flris laid aside a ^ft of Uiehr drem to ex- 
ibit tSisfar Isima to moM advantagei^ and they 



commenced a kind of recitative, accompanied by 
all manner of gestunilations» wilh a sort of gottoral 

husk for a chorus. It was not necessary to under- 
stand their language to comprehend their meaning, 
and it is unneoessary to add, that their tantes did 
not appear vary r^oad, but were simih» to what 
we have oonstsntly observed among the headisn na- 
tions of Polynesia . I'lieir impatience now bMame 
ungovernable, and hearing that the rice and sugar 
were being served out, they retreated precipitately 
down the hill, where they all set to miM he;irtily, 
with their wives and children, to devour the food. 
This to me was the most entertaining part of the 
exliibition. They did not appear selfidi towards 
each other; the duldren were taken ears of, and 
all seemed to enjoy themselves. 1 received many 
thanks in passing among them, and their couu- 
tsnanees betokened contentment. Although they 
were clothed for the occasion in their best, thev 
exhibited but a squalid and dirty appearance, bom 
in their dress and persons. 

No native music was heard by any of our officers, 
and they seem to have Kttle or none in their com- 
position. In their attempts to sing the hymns, 
chants, or old psalm-tunes, they entirely failed to 
produce any thing like a resemblance. The pitch 
of their voices when speaking, is higher than that 
of Europeans, (the French excepted,) and that of 
the women was not a tone above, which gives 
additional coarseness to their character. Both 
sexes have but little intonation in eonversation, 
and there are no tones Iwacd whieh Would indkata 
sympathy of feeling. 

Chatham Island, which will probably soon be 
oonnected with tlm £ngltsh oolony of New Zealand, 
is nowoonsiderad as a nest of rogues, and several 
vessels liave been robbed there. Its inhabitants 
have a tradition that tliey are derived from New 
Zealand, whence their progenitors came about a 
century since, having been driven off in their 
canoes by a blorm, and that on landing they had 
clianged their language. The change consisted in 
reversing the ordinary construction of their phrases, 
and the syllables of words, as, for Hare-maf, Mai- 
hare ; and for Paika, Ka ] rii. T!i = natives of 
Chatham Island are not tattooed, do iu>t wear 
clothing, and are said to be more intdUgent than 
their progenitors. They were conqnered a few 
years ago by a party of New Zealandera from Port 
iNichidson, w ho had been driven out by the Kapitl 
tribes, under the celebrated Kauparaka. 

An examination of the eharts of the Bay of 
Islands was made, and some additional soundings 
added ; the meridian distance, measured by our 
chronometers from Sydney, gave the longitude of 
the point oppoMte Mr. Clendon's whar^ 174° T £.; 
its latltode was Ibimd to be 88^ ir S. The dip 
and intensity observations s\ere also made here, 
and will be found registered with those results in 
the volume on ph) sics. 

Mr. Coutlutuy, who was left sick at Sydney, took 
passage in a vessel to Tahiti, and passed through 
Cook's Straits, touching at several of its anchorages. 
To his observations I am indebted for the following 
information lehttive to the sonthern part of these 
islands. 

The first point they made was the Sugar Loaf 
Islands and Mount Ejgmont. The charts published 
by Glints at Sydney, give also tlie lieight of ttiia 
roountmn aa fouvtasa thomand feel^ but ibia waa 
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beliered Co be eironeoua*, for only a imiRll portion 
of the top was covered with «novv. The day pre- 
vious to their nutkiDg land, they had been set to the 
northward by current about twenty nilaa in {own 

teen hours. 

They next j)as}ied through Cook's StraitB to Port 
Cuoi)er, on tlie north aide of Banks' Peninsula, 
where they anchored. This harbour is shetteired, 
except from the northerly winds, and is much fre- 
quented hy \vbuli;rrt, who resort thitherto try out 
the whale- blubber. The beach is in ocMiaequeuce 
strewn with the bones of theee nunwtns. On 
going on shore, a party of three natives and thnr 
wives were found in a state of wretchediKsu and 
degradation, — tiieir only clotbuig being an old 
bluike^ disguatincly dirty, bMmeaved with oil 
and with a reddtMi earth which had heen rub- 
bed from their bi)dies, and a course mat of New 
Zealand flax ; they depended for subsistence on 
a small potato-patch, and smoked fish; they lived 
in low huts formed of sialics, covered with mat.*?, 
and thatched witli gross in the rudest manner: 
their condition was but little better than that of 
t the FuegiaoflL A iellow^paaaeuger, who had seen 
1 the oldest man left of the tribe, stated that these 
I were the remnants of a tribe that, Tut i dozen 
years before, could muster six huudi-ed tigbttug 
men ; they were all cut off, about ten years nuce, 
by the noted chief Robolua, residing near Cook's 
Straits. Tiic old man appeared deeply affected 
whilst dwelling on the history of Ills people. 
The cupidity of the wliites in tliia cass^ aa in 
many others, bad bNW^bt nbonli or wan tiM 
cause of, this dsadly attack ; tiie jMrtiedan wars 
as follow. 

The master of an fogUdi vsssel, by the name 

of Stewart, (the Same pei-iriu from whom the Bninll 
soutlierii i>land takes ita name,) was trading 
along the norilicrn idand, and fell in with the 
chief, Robolua, who waa then meditating an ek« 
cuKion to the south. Feeling eonlldeat 'that if 

he could ci>n\o upon his enemies unawares their 
defeat was certain, he offered Stewart to load 
hki vessel with flax, if lie would transport him 
and hiH warriors tu tlic place he w i^ibed to attack. 
The contnict was readil}' entered into b) Stewart, 
and tlie warriors wore taken on board, and landed 
on Tarious parts of the coast, where the inhabit- 
ants^ taken by sur)>ri.se, were butchered withoat 
mercy. Not less tban tiftncn Imndred persons 
were cut off at this and the adjoining harbour of 
Port Levy, or Kickurarapa. This Stewart Is 
said to be still living on tlienarthem island of New 
Zealand. 

Many specimens of shells were obtained here, 
and a few presents, consisting of pipes and tobacco, 
were made to the remnant of this once powerftil 

tribe. Two of their fellow-passengers intended to 
land here for the purpose of establishing them- 
selves, but the place oflbred so little inducement 
that they determined to proceed to Port Levy, a 
larger harbour to the eastward, where the natives 
informed iIumh that refreslnjienta could be bad 
in plenty. The next day they anchored in it, 
and found it somewhat rimilar to Port Cooper, 
but more open. In the afternoon a party went 
uu shore, aud returned with sixty-four brace of 

j * I have Men other attthorltira, whidi give Its heigbt at 
eight Aottwad fcet. 



pigeone, and three black pwrrots. The former 

were in gr ;it .ibundance and very large, some 
of Uiem weighing twenty ounces : the colour of 
thefar hadn waa » dull slate, passing into bronze on 
tlic neck and wings ; the head was very black, the 
brca-Ht white, deepening into a reddish brown on 
the belly, the bill and feet of a bnght red. The 
parrota wem quite black, about the aize of a erow, 
and remarkable for two ro8e.eohKit«d wattles at 
the lower mandible, like the common fowl. They 
also killed a species of pica, called cu^ by the 
natives, about the size of a blackbird ; it was of a 
dull black, with greenish rrH cfi' nq on tho back, 
and on each side of the neck %mus a single white 
feather, which curled forward aud upward. 

Here they became acquainted with Charley, or 
Karakiharuru, the chief propi'tetorof Port Cooper, 
Port Levy, and Pigeon Bay. Notwithstanding 
these extensive possessions, neither himself nor 
his followers wens better clad, boused, or supe- 
rior in any respect to those already described. 
As for Charley liimself, he appeared in a striped 
shirt, pea-jacket, and trousers, the cast-off doth- 
ing of some sailor. From liaving made tlie ts^jk 
to Sydney, Charley fancied he had seen the world, 
and took great pains to show liie knowledge jwid 
excite the admiration of those about him. The 
captam of the vessel obtained from lilm alMiut 
twenty bushels of potatoes, at the rate of a pound 
of tobacco for a basket containing about a peck ; 
he besides offered to sell one-third of his dominiuna 
or estate for a new whale boat. Charley bad on 
the usual heitiki or neck ornament. The <^inly ae- 
count he could give of the locality ()f tliis greea 
stone was, that it was found to the southward, in a 
large bed between two mountains. Among other 
things in Charley's possession, was an enormous 
wax doll, dressed in the lieight of the Parisian 
fashion, which bad been presented to him by the 
officers of a French expedition that had touched 
there, some time preTiously,— rather a droit ocen- 
pant of a dirty New Zealand hut. 

About Port Levy the land rises nearly twelve 
hundred feet hi?h : the soil is every where exceed- 
ingly ricb,but its value for :igrieultural purposes is 
dimintshcd by its steepness ; it would be impracti- 
cable to line cattle in ploughing. The land in all 
parts of the peninsula exhibited the same character: 
aaneeeetion of steep bills, interseeted by deep aud 
nan'ow ravines, clothed witli a thick forest, except 
where they terminate ou the coast, and form n 
tolerably level spot of a few acres in extent, avail- 
able for cultivation. The forest consisted of nn 
abundance of fine limber, priucipally the Kaurie 
pine, from one hundred and twenty to one hundred 
and thirty feet in height, and seven to eight feet in 
diameter. The fern was thick in imtdMs, biit in 
no great variety ; some scaudcnt and parasitic 
plants wei-e met with, and a great nnmber of 
floorishhig ones observed;bntMr.Couthonyliaving 
no means for the purpose, vcrs not enabled to 
secure any specimens. He remarked that the 
vegetation ajtpeared much more luxuriant and 
diversified than that of any country he had seen 
since leavbig BmOL The soil is a rich lUmA 
lontii, cnniposed of vegetable mould and decom- 
posed basaltj the structure of the rocks decidedly 
columnar, exposiiq; at the eammit of the hills 
large masses of compact dark gray basalt, con- 
taiuiug niunerous crystab of olivine, pyroxuie, and 
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other volcanic nitnerals. At the base of the hill, 
the rock was frequently a coarse eellitlar lam, and 
the beech wa» eov«x«d with bouMoRi of «U tbeoe 
varieties. 

They next stopped at Pigaon Bajt Imt xemuned 
theM Italy a few hoiua; the nawMigari who wem 
in waveh of ft pointiiia to ortawah IhoDMlTa^ fiRud 
this quite as unfiivomble aa sitlier of tha two pre- 
vious places. 

In parsing to the northward, towards Cape 
Cani[il)el], the coast ia high ;iinl broken, witli no 
level laud in the vicinity of the sea; but notwith- 
standing its abruptness, they found only fourteen 
faUioma of water at a distance of four miles from 
the riiore, with sandy bottom. Tliey had a fine 
view of the snowy peaJts, called the " Lookers On," 
about twenty niilea to tbo southward. These are 
supposed to be neariy as high aa Mount Egmont, 
and tower up in shnrp peaks, covered with snow 
for fifteen liumhed feet from the suinaitt. The 
land along this part of the coast is very rugged, is 
apparently unsuited fur any kind of cultivation, and 
ms no harhoom. Off Cape Campbell, a line of 
rocks was st'cn extending to the eastward about a 
league, which do not appear ou the charts; they are 
partly above and partly below water, 
j They then anchored in Cloudy B:iy, wliicli, con- 
! trary to the representation of tlio charts, proved a 
I good anchorage. The wind here swi ojts down the 
goUies in strone aqtudb, but the water is at all 
times smooth. Tlioro are five whahng estahlish- 
ments in Cloudy Bay, each einployin-i; fi-oin twenty 
to thirty hands, chiefly New Zeolander^. The kind 
of wliale taken here is principally the right whalOy 
and the quantity of oil collected the previous year 
was four thousand five hundred barrels, which was 
sold on the spot to S} dney dealers, at forty jjounds 
the tun. Ju addition to this quantity, five thou- 
sand Ave hundred barr^ were taken in the bay, 
by whnlo sliips, priiicipally Amerieatifs, from which 
wmie idea of its vaiue to our countrymen may be 
formed. The establishments on shore have con- 
nected with them stores for supplying ships, where 
articles may be had at one hundred per cent, ad- 
vance on the Sydm y priees; potatoes are sold !it 
thirty dollars the ton, and pork at twelve and a half 
cents per pound; boards and planks may also be 
obtained at fifty dollars per tliousand; wood and 
water are purchiu^ed of the natives for muskets, 
powder and bali, blankets^ pipes, and tobacco. It 
la aJao enstomary to niako » present of two mnakets, 
or an equivalent to Robolua, the ehief, for harbour 
dues. A Mr. Williams, wlio was one of the esta- 
blishment, furnished the above information. 

Two American whalers were found here. A 
nnmbcr of chiefs came off to the vessel, in the 
course of the day; they were fierce- looking 
savages, with coarse matted hair, tattooed visages, 
and bo(UeB besmeared with red estrth and oil i some 
crftiiem were dad in eosrse mats, others in blan- 
kets, and all exc l i^ln.ly f.ltl i ; most of them had 
the heitiki ornament about their ueckii, uid some 
in their ears, which were also decorated with red 
and white feathers, and the holes pierced in them 
were also made the receptacle of their pipes; othei'S 
had necklaces of human bones, polisbod^— teophies 
of the enemies they had slain. 

Their manners were uneontli, exhibiting none of 
that amenity so remarkable in the natives of the 
other Poiyneaiau groups; yet there was a rude 



dignity about them, that evinced a oonsciousnessof 
th^ rank and consequence. Three or four woomd 

came on board, I nt not one of tliem could bo called 
good-looking, and they appeai-ed to caiO leSB about 
their appean^nce than the men. 

The noted Kobolua made his appearance at the 
hreiAfast-table, unannounced and uninvited ; he 
most unceremoniously took his seat next tlie cap- 
tain, remarking, *' Me, Robolua !" In person, he 
is above the middle stature, powerfully built, and 
rather ill-featured. The usual expression of his 
countenance is not bad, but when em*aged, it is j 
truly fimdish, and his small deep-sunk eyes, which 
betdmn conning, gleam witli the ferocity of a tiger. 
His head is of enormous size, covered with long 
matted hair, sprinkled with gray; his eyt brows 
were long and shaggy; he had a bad expression of 
the mondi, resulting fhmi ihe loss of his teeth, a 
circumstance of rare occurrence among these na- 
tives. He seemed in feeble health, and his figure 
was slightly bent by age; he wore a filthy blanket, 
and over it an old-nsbioned plud cloak, the colours 
of whidi, like those of ills under garments, were no 
longer distinguishable. All the chiefs wore their 
dress so aa to cover their left arm, and leave the 
right bare, which Mr. Williama said was for the 
purpose of concealing their mearn, or stone cleaver, 
which is constantly suspended to the left wrist, 
ready, at a moment's wuiUng, for nss, and which 
they take particular care never to expono to view. 
With RoMhia was his principal warrior, Oranga- 
diefi, a fine specimen of a savage chieftain, about ; 
fifty yeai-s of age, with a noble though fierce cast of j 
countenance, nearly dx and a half feet in height, | 
and as straiglit as an arrow; his long hair was tied , 
up behind, a la Grcc^ue, the knot being secured by 
two long black feathers stuck through it; altoge- 
ther he had more the appearsnce of a chief than 
Robolua; the latter, firaan the account Mr. Wil- 
liams gave of him, owes his ascendancy more to 
his powerii of persuasiou in council, and his talents 
for strategy iu thsir system of warfare, than to his 
warlike achievements; and ho seldom risks his 
person in battle. Tlie chiefs, in their figurative 
language, say, " The breath of Robolua can turn 
them round and rouud, and his tongue is more 
powerful than any of tiieir weapons." He was 
originally n petty rangattra (laiidhohler). Of late 
years his power had very much declined; five or 
six years ago he could number more than six 
thousand warriors, bat now ho has not over four 
hundred. His rapid rise is imputed to the intro- 
duction of fire-arms, for he was long the only chief 
who possessed any niuuber of them ; and the decay 
of his power is attributed to the aequintion of this 
weapon by others, and the inactivity arising from 
his advancing age. Several of the natives who 
were met hero could read, and a portion of the 
Testament was seen in their possomion; two women 
in partieulsr were deirirons of showing their ao- 
compliahments, and remarked that the missionary 
religion was not amde for New Zealandcrs; it was 
too good for them. Drunkenness and diMlonesty 
prevail, by their own confession, among the white 
men, who are at times entirely beyond tlie control 
of their masters; they all have native wives^ who 
are taken and discarded at pleasure. 

The whalers stated that the prevailing winds at 
Cloudy Bay in summer and the beginning of au- 
tumn, from November to March, arc from the 
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aoath-«Ht and north-weit, whieh waally atioeeed 

each other at abort ititervals; during the vent of 
the yea , wincls from south round to west are more 
frequent, and hring with them wet weather. 

Tt)c general informatioa which wo obtained, and 
which lius not been included hi the preceding por> 
tiou.H of the cliftjittT, is a« follows: 

The climate of New Zealand is extreme^ 
dumi^eable; bat although it may be oonddend aa 
the caufie of many iliwaseH anionic the natives, it 
1% perhapB, the best suited to a European conbli- 
tutioii uf any in the South Seas. A iaifa quantity 
of rain falls during the year, but 1 iraa unable to 
obtain any record of its exact amonnt. The tem- 
pi'iTiture at Korifniiika, during the months of 
February and March, varied from 53^ to 7^*) &ud 
the mean waa 64*2°. In the aim the tiiennonieter 
rose as high as 110°. The principal prevailing 
winds are from the south-east and west; the former 
are frequently in aqaalUt, and attended with lain: 
li^ and Jime ate tne lainy mentlia. 

wann daye are often sneeeeded hy oold ntghts, 
which give rise lo pectoral diseases among the 
natives, many of whom are affected by phthisis, or 
swept off by rapid eanaumptiema. IHiey are also 
liahle to rheumatism and pleurisy. European and 
American resideuta, who enjoy better food and 
clothing, and inhabit more comfortable dwellings, 
are exempt from these eompUinta. Meaam, 
hooping-cough, and otiier epidemiea, Imve lieen 
introduced from foreign vessels. While we lay at 
tlie Bay of Islands, the influenza prevailed ou 
■here and was eonununicated to our crew. The 
venereal disease, propagated hy their licentious 
hahits of Ufe, and unclicckcd by medicine, is 
rapidly reducing the numbers of the natives. 

The greater part of the soil of the portion of 
Vvw Znumd wnleb fen under our obaervatioa is 
too sterile to be profitably rmploycd in nLn"! ctilture. 
It conusts, in general, of an obdurate yellow ioaro, 
capable of bearing little else, after it is cleared of 
trees and bm8hwor>d, than the fern (pteris esca- 
lenta). Where the soil b ▼oleanic, however, it is 
comparatively fintile; but tfaia deaflription of 
ground is rare. 

Wheat and other grains are raised, and the 
fruits and vegetables of temperate climates suc- 
ceed weU. The hiilM are almost bare of vegetation ; 
for after the ground cleared, the heavv iUls of 
rain swesp the soil from them into the ▼allej% and 
wear ttie lilll-^deB into gulKes. In this manner 
patches of good la ml are formed in them, which, 
however, rarely exceed fifteen or twenty acres in 
extent. The only continuous level tract of as much 
as a hundred acres, ts on the farm of Mr. Ck K I m 
on Manawa Buy. The sterility of the soil is not 
the only obstacle the agriculturist has to oontend 
with. The fern, of wiiich we have spoken, springp 
up the moment the forest is rsmoved, and eovers 
the land with a dense vegetation. Ploughing is 
not suihcient to extirpate it, for it will spring again 
from the severed roots, an<i choke the gram. It 
can only be completely eradicated by removing it 
by hand and burning it. The ashes are ^en 
spread upon the ground, and arc foimd to })e a 
ffood manure. In this manner the sons of Mr. 
WiUiams, the missionary at Pahia, are sndeaTonr* 
iiig to bring a farm they possess into cultivation. 
Natives are employed in the labour, and they have 
in (his way oleaurea several aerea. 



The fern from Its siae and strength, is supposed 

to indicate a fertile poil ; but this is not the fact, 
fur 1 have seen nearly a thouaaitd acres in a body 
covei-ed with a growth of it six feet in height 
where the ground was deemed fit for no purpose 
but to furnish brick-clay. So densely do the ferns 
grow, that it is imiKissiblo to force a way through 
^em, and the only mode of traversing the country 
where they abound. Is by following the native 
paths; these pursue the high groand and ridgrs, 
and have branches which lead to the neighbouring 
cultivated spots. The moment the culture of the 
bind is neglected, the iem agam makes ita i^pear- 
ance. 

The clayey soils afford only a scant}- growth of 
grass, which is scarcely tit for pasture, and indeed 
there appear to be no native grasses. In the more 
fertile soils, red clover, according to Mr. Rrackon- 
ridge, does well; mid lie believes that white clover 
would succeed on the hills, which are now bare. 
The climate b favourable to tlie growth of the 
foreign grasses. 

After tl r fcm has been burnt and the ashes 
spread, a crop of wheat is raised, and the land is 
laid down in grass. To give an idea of the pro- 
duce of land near the Bay of I-lnnl^, we may cite 
the instance of Captain Wrighl'ts farm, which itt 
eligibly situated, and is considered as possessing a 
fertile soil. Ue had twenty aerea in wbea^ whose 
average produei was only fourteen bnsheb per 
acre. 

Among the forti;;n fruits which have been intro- 
duced, are apples, peaches, and grapes. The latter 
grow beet in the volcanic soils, but the climate m 
considered to bo too moist to permit them to attain 
perfection. The peaches arc fine, but the propen- 
sity of the nativea to pluck them before they are 
ripe prevents them ftem attaining flMfar faU ilavoor. 
Capo gooseberries are plentiful, but the common 
description of that fruit, and the currant, have not 
been inlvodueed. Late writers have given nuuv 
vellous accounts of the growth of the fruit-trees of 
temperate climates, in New Zealand; but these 
may be set down as exaggerations cjilculated to 
mislead, and intended to subserve specuUtion. 
The aooeeas of Oaptain Wrigh^ however, in raising 
fruit and vegetables, has been great. 

Among the native vegetables is the sweet-potato, 
which they call kumara: it is plentiful. 

The missionaries stated that tlie natives have a 
remarkable tradition in relation to this root; namely, 
that it wa.s first brought to the island in canoes of 
a different construction from their own, and com- 
posed of pieces of wood sewed together. 

Cook left the common potato, which has been 
cultivated ever since his visit, and ia now plen- 
tiful. 

The native hemp (phormium tenax) is a most 
nsefhl plant; it grows in large quantities, and ia 

apj)Hed by lliem to many purposes, besides being a 
principal article of foreign trade. It is an im- 
portant material in the construction of their houses, 
for which purpose it is made into cords, that are | 
also employed for other more common uses. It is , 
manufactured into tine li.sliing-lines, which are i 
much prised at Sydney for their strength and 
beauty. 

The manufacturo of the hemp is altogether per- 

I formed by the women, who cut it, and after it haa 
been driad n little, divide it into stripa of about an 
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inch in width. The outer green fibres are then 
Kcmpod off with a piece of glass, or a sharp shell. 
The inner fibres being thus exposed are easily 
separated, and the ffraateat care is taken to keep 
all the fibres as straight as possible, both in this 
and tlip followiii;^ ojierations. To this precaution 
t]w ^reat Htiv iigih of the cordsgtt the nanvcs make 
of it, is owing. After the fibrps are Reparatt d, 
they are washed, rubbed, and laid in tin- sua to 
bleac-li. 

The vegetatiou of New Zealand is of a fresher 
and deeper green than that of New Holland, and 

has Bonio resomWancc to that of Torra di'l Fucgo. 
According to the niis^ionaries, tiiu ridges^ and 
indeed the greater part of the northern islaod, are 
destitute of trees; nnd the woods, which are con- 
fined to the Tnlleys, are for the most part in de- 
tached spots. Tlio wrstoni part of tliis i.slaiid 
oontaios more actual forests tliaa the eastern. 

li was remarked by oar botanists that trees of 
genera which in other countries grow in the more 
barren soils, are found in New Zealand in those 
which are InrtUe. This is in particnlar the cose 
with the pine tribe. It also appeared to them, 
from the position of Isolated trees, and tho quan- 
tity of Kaiirk'-gmn found imbedded in tlio soil, 
that forests had formerly been more generally 
spread over the faee of the country, than they are 
at present. 

The gum wliieli has juiit boon spoken of is still 
produced hy the Kaurie pin*-, which ia the finest of 
the timber-trees of New Zealand. The greatest 
portion of that which is shipped from the lalsnd ts 
duf^ from tho f^numd. Small quantities of the 
lattur description have been purchased by our 
countrymen, and shipped to the United States, 
where it was rnnmifactured into a Yarnis!i. Tlils 
was of a good quality, and was aftcrwunUi sent to 
New South Wales and New Zetland, whsre it is 
sold fot oopal vamisli. 

The Kaarle and Ksikotia pines yield spars which 
for large ships aro not surpassed by any in the 
world. The trees are generally larae, and are 
. easily Iwongbt to the eoast by means «l the iMime> 
rons streams. 

The natives use these trees in building their 
canoes, which are dug out of a single log. They 
have no ont-rigger, and are in consequence liable 
to aeeident from want of stability. Great inge- 
nuity is shown in repairing tTieni. We saw a \x ar- 
canoe which was sufficiently large to be manned 
by fifty men; it had a prow extended ten feet 
upwards, which was elaborately carved and decked 
I with tufts of fcutliej-8. The ])addle8 have spoon* 
I sha])cd blades, by which the caooes propelled 
with great swiftness. 

No native quadrapeds were fennd wild in New 
Zealand. Cattle havn i r^ n introduced, and thrive. 
Those which are imported require to be fed, but 
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thnm raised in the country can provide for them- 
seives, and grow fat by browsing. 

Among the birds are the native nightiniple and 
the tui, also known nndsr the MibriqtMl of die 
parson- bird. The bittt b a great favourite with 
the natives. 

I saw it only in a cage, and its note did not 

strike ine as plea.sinp, hut seveml of our j^eiitle- 
men saw and heard it in the woods; they describe 
its note as rather louder than that of the bird 
called by the Samoans **pae," and it is at tiroes 
said to ntter a cry resembling the sound of a 
trumpet. 

The domestic fowl does not appear to have been 
known before this ishmd was visited by wldte 

men. 

I made inquiries in relation to the mode in which 
; birds were taken in this country before the intro- 
duction of fire-arms, but could not obtain any satis- 
factory infomttsiion. I was tnelbsd to ihinl; that 
the natives had no netbod of doing this in fonner 
times. 

The great staple articles of trade are flax, spars, 
and wheat; potatoes and gum are also exported; 

but the whale-fishery is of more value at present to 
foreii^ners ttian all the j^rndnetioiiH of the fioH. I 
Tliis is carried on from the shores by parties of | 
New ZedandflVB and foreignfrs; but they are j 
rapidly dostrnying this "Sfitirce of wealth, for, as has 
been stated, their eagerness for present gain leads 
them to destroy the animate whether oid or young, 
without discrimination. 

The whaling establishments of BriUsh subjects 
on the coast are numerous, and the nujst dis^jraee- 
ful acts are perpeti'ated by their occupants and by 
the crews of the whale 8hip0, who not only use 
violence anr^iinst the natives, but aLjaiust eaeli other. 
As New Zealand in in the inunediate vicinity of 
the whaling-ground, it is a desirable rendezvous 
for our wlialcrs; and the American wiuUing fleet, ' 
actively employed on the coast in the spring of 
1B40, amounted to one hundred sail. 

Many spars are now exported to England, where, 
however, ibe smaller sticks are not as moeh 
esteemed in proportion as the lar^^or ones. Several | 
government vessels have receiiily obtained spars 
for the royal navy at the trifling cost of a few 
blankets and muskets. The latter, in particular, 
are a great inducement to the chiefs, who are 
willing; to devote nnieh labour for the purpose of 
acquiring tlvw means of rendering themselves 
powerful. Besides guns and blankets, gunpowder, 
lead, coarse blue and white cottons, whiskey, rico, 
sugar, and molasses are the articles most in r«> 
quest. These now bring enormous prices, in con- 
sequence of the demand caused by the number t>f 
immigrants; but the elTeet of these prices js to 
render labtmr pnportioiuibly denr. 
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Hat I NO completed mch repairs as were necessary, 
tlM Tincennes, with the Porpoise nnd Flying-Fish 
hi company, sfuled from the Bay of Islands on the 
6th April, 1840, for Tongataboo. I believe that no 
person in the squadi'on felt any regret at leaving 
New Zealand, fur there was a want of bU meaos 
of amvMsement) as well aa of any objects in whose 
observation wc were interested. 

We had at first a light breeze from the north- 
ward and westward, followed by a culm, after whieh 
the wind came round to the southward* The wea^ 
ther was remarkably pleasant 

Cape Brett, aecordinn; to our observatinns, ig 
erroneously placed iu the charts, which make it 
forty-two romutea too Cmt to the eastward. We 
experienced after sailing a current of eight miles 
to tlic northward in twenty-four hours. Ou the 
8ih April, the ciizxeiilaetiuirth*eaak«b3r>iiortb,ludf 
a mile per hour. 

On me 0th, the sea was very smooth, and the 

day calm ; and wc not only tried tlie eiirrent, but 
the distance below tlie sui-face at which a white 
object was visible. Hie sun's altitude was ob> 
served at the same time. 

I was desirous to pass over the positions of 
some of the doubtful shoals, and to verify the 
loDffitade assigned to Sunday Island (the Kaoul 
of D'Entreeasteaux). Had this not been my de- 
sif^n, I should have preferred pursuing a more 
eubtern ruutc than I did, which I am satislied 
would have sliortened our passaife to Tongata- 
boo. I do not conceive, however, that tliei*e is 
any difficulty in reaching that island, or any risk 
of falling to the leeward of it nt tliis season of (he 
vear, for westerly wiuds prevail in its neighbour- 
nflod. We liad a light wind from north-east toeast- 
nortlvrnst. 

On the lUh April, we had reached latitude 2SP 
S., longitude 178° W., and had on that day a nio^^t 
beautiful halo. It was formed at first of the 
segments of two great circles, the chords of which 
subtended an ai)<,'!c of 54". Tlieso gradually 
united, and formed a circle orouud tJie sun, 
whose dianieter measured 42*, 



The parhelia were very distinct, and had spurs 
on their outer sides ; two poinfa hi the vertical 
plane intersecting the sim, were very bright, but 
did not form parhelia ; the sun's altitude was 29° 
20' : no decided clouds were to he seen, but the 
whole sky was hazy, and the wind fresh from the 
north-east. About two hours aft«r thb i^ienome- 
non, mnch lightninn; occurred, with torrents of 
rain, but no thuutler,Hnd tliis couliiiued throughout 
the night. The barometer stood at 29*09 in. ; 
Uiermometer 71° 75'. The weather by six in the 
morning had cleared, and we had the wind li^ht 
from the westward. The clouds were teen flyug 
rapidly from the north-east. 

On the 13th the wind still eontinned frmn the 
Boulhuard and westward, but light clouds were 
still flying fi-oui east-north-east, and the sea was 
rough and uncomfortable. We had passed over 
the place asugned to the Roeetta Shoal, and I 
bdieve I may safbly state it does not exist in that 
place. 

On the 14th wo made Sunday Island, the Raoul 
of D'Bntreeasteanx. It is high and rugged, and 

had every appearancp of beinj^ volcanic; the rocks 
rise like basaltic columns. Tlie island affurds no 
anchorage, and the wind being light, I was not 
able to get neai> enough to send a boat to land and 
nroeare epecimens; Uie sea, also, was Ter)- rough. 
SuiiJav Island, according to our observations, 
lit"3 in latitude 29* 12' S., and longitude 178' 
15' W., which n;:^rees well with its established posi- 
tion; it is said to be inhabited by a few white men, 
ai»d some of the ofiicers reported that they saw 
smoke. 

On the Idth, we fell in with the Tobacco FJant^ 
American whaler. Swam, master, that left the 

United States ahout the same time we did. She 
had not been very successful. A singular circum- 
stance is connected with this ship during her 
cruise : H.B.M. ship Herald, Captain Nias, whom 
we met in Sydney, picked up, several months since, 
off Java Head, four hundred miles from land, a 
whale-boat, with six men, who reported to Captain 
Nias that they had left the ship Tobaooe Plant, 
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lyhicb Imd been burnt at sco. They were takca 
on board the Herald, most kindly treated, brought 
and landed in New South Wales. The crew of 
the Herald presented them with 100^., and Captain 
Nias allowed tliem to sell their boat; besides all 
this, they wsro amply supplied with clothes. This 
wpatt of the Ion of the amp seemed placed beyond 
Contradiction, and to meet hor aftrrwar 1" mnsod 
us great siurprise. A day or two after we Ik ': hist 
sight of the ship, a roan whom I had titlven on 



board m » distnaaed 



confeaaed that he 



had desertod from ber, and ano bformed us that 

the &ix men had left the ship at sea in an open 
boat, in consequence of the ill treatment they bad 
received from the captain, and the short allowance 
of provisions on board. The manner in which tlit y 
carried on their deocptiuu upon Ciiptu-iu Nias, hiH 
officers, and erew, was remarkable, and shows how 
much oommberation all claaaes of men feel for 
those in dictroso, and how unwilling tliey are to 
scrutinize a talc of sorrow, when they have the 
apparent evidence before tln-tn of its trutli. The^e 
men were upwards of twenty days on board the 
Herald, and yet I was told that they were tlirongli- 
out consistent in their account of the alleged luia- 
furtune, and apparently showed much proper 
feeUng for the fate that had befallen tbeur com- 
panions. 

Until tlic 19th we had light hreezes; In the after- 
noon of this day we saw the iq>pearance of a water- 
spout^ toning about half a mile ivom the ship; 
the water was seen flying up, as if from a circle of 
fifty feet iu diameter, throwing off jets from the 
circumference of the circle, not unlike a willow- 
basket in aliape^and having a circular motion from 
right to left; there was a heavy blaek doud over it, 
but no descending tube ; and it did not appear 
to have auy progressive motion. Desirous of 
getting near, I kept the ship off for it, but we 
had little wind; the cloiul dispersed, and the whole 
was disidpatod before wo got near to it. The 
electrometer showed no change. 

The next dav, the 20th of April, in latitude 24° 
9er SL, kngitaife 174° 47' 9irw., we took the 
trades from about east : passed over the position 
assigned to the island of Vabtpiez, but nixw nothing 
of it. Some appearance of land existing to the 
eastward^ the Porpoiae was despatched to look 
for it. 

On the 22nd, we made the island of Eooa, and 
that of Tongataboo. The wind the whole day was 
very variable, with squalls and heavy rain ; Mid it 
being too lat" ( i run through the long canal that 
leads to the harbour, I deemed it most prudent to 
haul off for the night. A southerly current drove 
us further off than I anticipated, and we did not 
succeed the next day in regaining our position; we 
experienced m i li lightning and rain, with the 
wind strong from the eastward. On the 24th, at 
1 P.V., we iwmded the eastern end tS Tongataboo, 
and stood down through the Astrolabe canal. Thi.s 
is a dangerous passage, and ought uut to be 
attempted when the wind is variable or light ; it is 
nine miles in length, and passes between two oonl 
reefs, where there is no anchorage ; it was at the 
western end of it that the Astrolabe was near 
l>eing wrecked in 182?. It is from half to one 
mile wide, gradually nanrowbig, until the small 
island of Mahoga appears to close the passage. 
When nearly up to this iiiland, the passage takes a 



.short and narrow tui*n to the northward; in tui-ning 
round into this pass, I was aware of a coral patch, 
laid down by tlie Astrolabe, and hauled up to 
avoid it, by passing to the eastward ; but the 
danger vsas nearer the reef than laid down, and 
the sun's glare being strong, we were unable to 
see it, ana ran directly upon it For a nManent 
the ship's way was stopped, but the obstacle broke 
inider her, and we proceeded uu to the anchorage 
off Nukualofa, the residence of Kmg Josiah, alias 
Tubuu. In our mrvey of the above passage, no 
shoal was femid in the plaoe where the ship had 
Htruck, and we iiad the satisfaction of knowing 
that we had destroyed it without injury to the 
vessel. 

The tender had arrived before ns, and I found 
also here the British vessel Currency Lafis. This 
harbour, when it is reached, is a safe 000, and is 
well protected by the reefs, 

Nukualofa is a station of the Weeleyan Hlsilon, 
tlie heads of which, Messrs. Tucker aaid Rabone, 
paid nie a visit, and from them I learnt that the 
Christian and Dcvirs jmrtie.s were on the. point (rf 
hostilities; that Taufaaliau or King George, of 
Vavao, had arrived with eight hundred warriors, 
for the purpose of esivyittg on the war, and pnttmg 
an end to it. 

The ishnds of Tongataboo and Booa are the two 
southern islands of the Hapai Croup (the Friendly 
Isles of Cook); the former ig a low, level island, 
while that of Eooa is high. The highest part of 
Tongataboo is only sixty feet above the level of the 
sea, while that of Eooa riiies about six hundred 
feet; the strait between them is eight miles wide. 
Tonga is extremely fruitfiilj and covered with 
foliage, and oontains ten thoossnd iidiabHante; 
while that of Eooa is rocky and barreOf and oon> 
tains only two hundred inhabitants. 

Believing that I might exert an influence to 
reconcile tine parties, and through my instrumen- 
tality restore the blosMings of peace, 1 prolfei-ed luy 
services to that eft'ect, which were warmly ac- 
cepted by the Reverend Mr. Tucker. 1 therefore 
sent a message to the diiefe of the Christian party, 
to meet me in fono in tho morning, and late at 
night received a notice that they would be pre- 
pat*ed to receive rac. On the morning of the 24th, 
I lauded, with all the officers tliat could he spared 
from other duties; we were received on the beach 
hy Mr. Tucker, and were at once surrounded by a 
lai-ge number of natives. It was impossible not to 
be struck widi the great diflhrenee betweot these 
people and those we liad just left in New Zealand; 
nothing of the morose and savage appearance so 
remaikable there^ was as»j here all was cheer- 
fulness and ^ety: all appeared well-fed and well- 
formed, with full races and muscles. The number 
of children particularly attracted our notice, in 
striking contrast to the New Zealand groups, wliere 
few but men were seen. In a few minutes we 
heard the native drum, calling the warriors and 
people together; we went a short distance along 
the beach, passed into the fortification, and up a 

Senile acclivity, on tlie top of wliich is now the 
fission ehureh, and ^e nonse of King Tubou. 
On our way up we passed hy the drum, or as it is 
here called, toki, which is a large hollow log, not 
unlike a pig-trongh, made of hai-d, sonorous wood; 
it is struck with a mallet, shaped bomcw!ir>t: like 
that Uiied hy stone-cutters; it gives a sound not 
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unlike a distant gong, and it is said may bu heurJ 
from seven to tea miles. 

From the top of tliis (sixty feet ami 

the most elevated i>o in t ou tliu island; ilieie is an 
extensive view, over the island on una hand, and 
on the oUier over the encircling rede and the deep 
Une flea. I felt fomiHar mfh lAie acenes around 
me, fri)m the description I had often read in 
Mariner's Tonga Islands^ aud feel great pleasure 
iu continuing tlie admirable and aomirato deaeri])- 
t!(iu tlifi-e ;,'ivLii. Tlie names \vp heard were fa- 
luiliur to us, :md we found, tlu-ough the natives 
and missiouai'ies, that many of the descendants of 
the persona of whom be spMka were present. 

I was within the fortification of NukaaloA^ the 
scene of niajiy of the o.\|>loIts which Mariner re* 
lates. 1 wua now surrounded by large numbei-s of 
w arriors, all <;roteaqnely dressed and ready for the 
fight, with clubs, spears, and muaketH. In addi- 
tion to the usual tapa around their waist, they had 
yellow and straw-cul'uui d rih.iiidsj made of the 
pandanua-leaves, tied around their anus above the 
elbows, on their legs above and below the knees, 
and on their Ixxli^ts: some liad them tied and 
gathci'ed up in kuoti-; others wore them as scnrl^ 
— Some ou the right shoulder, some on the left, and 
others on both shoulders. Some of these sashes 
were beautifully white, about three inches wide, 
and quite pliable. Many of th'in had fanciful 
head-drewesy some with natural aud others with 
artificial flowers over their turbans (called sala); 
and nearly all had their faces painted in the most 
grotesquo manner, with red, yellow, white, and 
black atripeSy croHsiug the face in all ditvctiuns. 
Some were seen with a jet black face and vermilion 
nose; others with half the face painted white. 
When a body of some eight huuiln i] of tlu sc dark- 
looking, well -formed warriors, all eager for the 
fight, and going to and fro to join their several 
companies, is e-eon, it is hardly possible to describe 
the effect. The scene was ut>vel in the extreme, 
and entirdy unexpeeted, for I considered that we 
were <m a mission of peace. A few minutes' con- 
versation with Mr. Tucker accounted for it all. 
The evening before, the " Devil's" party, it ap- 
peared, liad attacked their yam-grounds; some of 
the natives were wounded on both sides; and 
great fear liad been entertained that they would 
have followed up then* attack even to the town of 
Nukualofa; roost of the warriors had^ dierefi:»e) 
been under arms the whole uieht. 

We were led through all this confiiBion to the 
small hut of Tub ou or King Josiah: here we were 
pres^ted to his majesty, with whom I shook 
hands. He was sitting on a mat winding a ball of 
sennit, which he had been makinj:^, and at wliieh 
occupation lie continued for the most part of the 
tims* fie lias the appearance of being about sixty 
ysars old; his iigare is tall, thoogb much bent 
with 1^; he has a fine dignified countenance, but 
is reprertented as a very imbecile old man, fit for 
any thing but to rule; as domestic and affectionate 
in his family, earing little about the affairs of 
government, provided ho can have his children 
and grandchildren aiuund him to play with, in 
which amusement he pannes the most of hia time. 
Seats were provided for us from the missionaries' 
hanses, and were placed in the hat, whose sides 
being open^ gave us a full view < f il' *hat was 
passing without. King Josiali, witli Im nearest 



relatives and the highest cliiefs, about ten in num- 
ber, occupied the hut, together with the misMona- 
rics and oursolvcs. The waiTiors were {grouped 
uLuut, in little s^^u^ids, iu their vuriuoa grotesque 
accoutrements. 

Whtti aU was apparently ready, we waited some 
few mmutes for Kmg George. When he made 
his appearance, I could not but a Jmire him : he is 
uj>waiUa of six feet in height, extremely well pro- 
portioned, and athletic; hb limbs are rounded and 
full ; his features refjular and manly, with a fine 
open countenance and sensible face ; all which 
were se^n to the greatest advantage. The only 
covering he wore was a large white tapa or gnato, 
girded m loose folds around hfa wabt, and hanging 
to the i^round, leaving his arms and chest quite 
bare, lie at ouco attracted all e^'es ; for, on 
approaching, every movement showed he was in 
the habit of commanding tliose about him. With 
unassuming dignity, he quietly took lua seat without 
the hut, and ;uh if rather prepared to be a listener 
than one who was to meet na in oounciL This 
waa afterwards exphdned to me by Mr. Tucker, 
who stated tliat Kin;^ George is not yet considered 
a native chief of Tonga, and, notwithstanding his 
actual power here ana at Vavao, is obliged to take 
his seat among the common people. On observing 
his situation, and knowing hiui to be the ruling 
chief de J'lrio, I immediately requested that he 
might be admitted to the hut ; and he was accord- 
ingly requested to enter, whieh he did, and seated 
liiuiscif iit a respectful distance from the king, to 
w iioui he bliowed great and marked respect. 

Mr. Rabone, the assistant missionary, was the 
interpreter, and the conversation or talk that passed 
between us was m an undertone. The peculiarity 
of fiii;uvativo speech, common to all the islanders, 
was very marked in King George, affording a con- 
densed, or x&tber concise mode of expresdon, that 
is indicative of sense and comprehension. They 
began by assuring me of the pleasure it gave them 
to see me, when Aey were just about going to 
war, and were in much trouble. I proposed 
myself as a nu-diator between the parties, and that 
each party should appoint ten chief?*, to meet 
under my direction and protection, in order to 
arrange all the diffienltiea between them ; that 
these should meet on neutral ground, on the island 
of I'augai-Muutu, about half-way between the 
heathen fortress of Mo» and Nttkualo&. I also 
offered to send officers or go myself to the heathen 
fortrcaa, to make a similar request of them. With 

all this they a['i'eared pleased, hut in answer to it 
Kujg George Bimply asked, Will they ever re- 
turn I" After a litfle eonversation, they assented 
to my proposition!*. I then took the occasion to 
rebuke them mildly for allowmg their foUowei-s to 
assemble in their war-dresaes, and with so many 
warlike preparations on such an occasion, telling 
them that I tliought it indicated any thing but the 
peaceful disposition, in thi' belief of the existence 
of which I had called the mectuig. The affair 
concluded by their leaving the whole matter to my 
discretion, and wit'i an assui-ance that they would 
conform to my decision. During the half hour 
bl>eiit in thid conference, the whole multitude out- 
side seemed as though they were transfixed to the 
spot, awaiting in anxious expectation the TCSUlt. 
As Kinj,' Josiah (whn it si lui:, is exceedingly prone 
to somnolency) was now seen to be nodding, I 
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judged U time to move au adjoornmeu^ and the 
eonnoil was broken tip. 

All now became bnslle and apparent confusion ; 
every one was in motion ; the whole village, in- 
eludmg the women and children, eanying wakets, 
hoes, sUcks, &c., besides their arras and war in- 
struments : all wei"e going to the yam-grounds, 
expectinL; an t'nc;a<;eiuent with the heatlien. It 
bad a fine effect to see them passing quickljr 
tiinragli the bemtiftil ooeoa-nut groves, in com- 
jianics of fifteen to twenty, in their martial cos- 
tuini fi, painted, belted, »nd turbaued, — some of the 
finest specimene of tlie liunuui nee ibat can we]l 
be imagined, surpassing in synmietry and grace 
those of all the other groups we had visited. Tlie 
fashion of their warlike dress is changi <! for every 
battle, in order to act a« a disguise, and prevent 
Hiem from being known to the enemy, but yet tbey 
an; readily distinguished by their own party. 

AuxiouB to know the actual cause of the war, I 
made every inquiry that was in my power» and 
satisfied myself that it was in a great measure a 
reUgious contest, growing out of the zeal the mis- 
sionurios have lo propagate the Gospel, and convert 
the heathen. With this is oombiued tlie desire of 
King George, orTkufaaluia, wbo h already master 
of Ilapai and Vavao, to possess himself of nil tlio 
islands of the group. About three years prior to 
our visit, a war had broken out in Tonga of a 
similar character, and the Christian party being 
hard pressed, sent to ask the aid of King George, 
who eanie, r< lii ved them, and defeated their 
enemies. Mr. Kabouc, the uii8sionai;y above spoken 
of, was residing at Hihifb, a town or ferlress on 
the west end of the island, where ho converted a 
few of the natives, who were retjuired to remove 
from the district by the oto, which is the title the 
goreruor of the distriet hwn. They refused, as 
they aHserted their lands were alt there, and they 
wished to remain. Abmit (he same time, Mr. 
Rabone thought proper to shoot ouo of their 
sacred pigeons, which incensed the peopk against 
him ; for if n native had committed the same act, 
he would liavc been clubbed, and as he himself 
confes.sed he knew their superstitious feeling for 
this bird. Mr. Rabone, in consequenoe, of .th^ 
ocenrrenee, was obliged to remove to Nnknalnfa. 
Tho heathen also coniplained that their tetnfdes 
were desecrated, their customs broken in upon, 
and their pleasures destroyed by the Christian 
party, wlio endcavonred to inlerdlet tlieir c(»m- 
forts, and force laws upon (In ni in tin- .shape of 
tab<M)s thrcmgh their king ; that they even jmihi- 
bited the smoking of tobacco, au innocent pleasure, 
wbieh the natives have long been accustomed to> 
and taki^ great didif;ht in, luit wliieli is now for- 
bidden by royal oniinance to the Christian party, 
and any infiaetion of the laxv severely punished. 
The heathen now said that they could no longer 
endiuro these acts, and were determined to resist 
them by retaliation, and prevent the further prO> 
pagatioo of tho Chriatiau religion. 

The natives who had renounced heathenism, and 
joined the Christian party, finding tliey were not 
|>€«rmitted to rfmain at Hihifo, retired to a short 
distanee liom it, and built themselves a small 
fortress, which tho ata final^ blockaded. The 
Christian party now sent for aid to Nu1raak)fii, 

and liavint; i'lilisted the feLl!iii,'S of tile tnission- 

ariee and their adherents in the cause, they sent a 
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message for King Qeovge, wbo again oame with a 
large foree from Hapai and Vavao to thdr assist- 

ance. On hi.s arrival, a long conference ensued, 
iu which the ata expressed himself demnius of 
treating for peace, and propoesd that a oonfeteiMie 

should take place in his fort. 

To this King George assented, and proceeded to 
the small Christian forU'es-s in the vicinity of j 
ilihifo, where it is said he was met by a deserter ; 
from Ilihifo, who told liim that the only purpose of 
invitiniT him to a confemice there wa.s to a-ssassi- 
n&Us liiiu and his chiefs. This story was said to 
have been confirmed from other sources, but this 
additional e\ idence seemed far from being satis- 
factory. Kin<^ George immediately resolved to in- 
vest and storm tlio fortress of Hihifo; and, for the 
pur|)ose uf diwiniabing the enemy's strength, Iiad 
recourse to a ringubr stratagem. He diiveted all 
of liiM men who had any friends or aciiuaiutanees 
iu ilihifo, and of those there were many, to ad- 
vance towards the wallB, and eaeh one to call to 
his relation, friend, or acquaintance within, and 
Hssnre him of safety if lie would desert ! This had 
the desired effeet, and a great many pemms, forming 
a large part of the garrison, jumped over the wail, 
and joined the besiegers. The remainder, being 
wtaKcned and diahcirtened, surrendered. Thus 
the dillicuky ended for the present, the i-est of the 
heathen not having yet joined in the affair, 
allhou{|hit wassaid they were fully prepared for 
hostiiities. King George now re embarked, to re- 
turn home with his warriors, sailing for lIon;;a 
Tonga and Honga Ilapai, which is the route 
taken in their voyages when going i»aek to Vavao. 

The followtn:^ arconnt of the resolution he took 
there wtm dtrive*l from KinL; (Ji urge, through Mr. 
Tucker, and clearly proved tn n]y mind that his 
object now was to enlarge his dominionsi, by add- 
ing to tliem the island of Tonga. ** Here be 
reflected uj'i ii the MLlijict of M-i di ]>arliir<', and 
^he defenceless state of i^in;; Josinh or Tubou ; 
and he was so forcibly stnu k with liis danger, 
and that of the inie-^ioiiarii s. that he resolved to 
return, and reniam at XukuaUd'a until the heathen 
were finally subdued." We, in consequence, found 
him established, building and fortifyios a town, 
and his forces duly arriving from Vavao and 
Hai)ai. Indeed his whole condurt did not leave 
us any room to doiibt what his intentions were, 
and that the misHionarias and lie were nmlually 
serving each other's can'^- I mentioned my 
suspicions, relative to Kin l; li it;< 's auilutiuu, to 
the nu^.Mionarits, aiel how liki jy it would be to 
prevent any reconciliation or peace with the 
heathen, and was mach surprised and strudc 
with tlip indifference with which Mr. Rabone 
spoke of the war. lie was evidenity more inclined 
to have it continue than desirous tliat it should 
bo put a stop to ; viewing it, in fact, as a means 
of pmpaKaling the Gospel. I regretted to hear 
.•lueh sentuneuis, and had little h(>p(', after lieeomintj 
aware of them, of^being instrumental iu bringing 
about a peace, when sueh uneiuristian views ex- 
isted where it was least to be expect t d. 

Un consultation, Eliza Anne Tubou was selected 
as the most |>roper meR8eii:;er of peace that could 
be 8cnt,ai»d the only one indeed who could go with 
safety. She b tlie daughter of Faatu, the heathen 
chief of Moa, one of the largest heathen forti i s a; 
is married to. a chief of the Ctu-isUau party. She 
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is a iioe intelUsetit-lookuig woman, with good sense 
and mncli good feeling, and enterad warmly into 
the arran^jPTTients. She was despatched witli a 
vvriUeu proposal tor the conference, and was to 
return the next day. She is called the saered 
datt^Uttf and goea where ihe likes without being 
molested. 

After the cmuicil was over, I went with Mr. 
Tucker to the missionary houses, passing thrcjugli 
the town (if so it may be called), composed entirely 
of reed hutn, of smnll dimcnsioiiH, and enclosed 
with wicker-work fences. The missiiuuai'y houses 
are on the outskirts ; the whole contains about six 
hundred houses j and on looMng into » few, they 
did not appear to be vety eleenly. The houses are 
built ftftor the fashion of the Suinoans, only the 
sides are of wicker-work, made of the slender 
sugar-cane. The dwcllnigs of the tniflnonariee are 
vervlike those of the better sort, and are witliin an 
enclosure ; and the only difference I observed 
was, that they had glazed windows. Like the 
othen^ they had no flooia^ and the earth was 
covered with mats. 

Mi-H. Tuclicr, whom we found exc < fl!n::ly intf lli- 
gent, gave us a kind welcome. She has fur noma 
time been the principal instructress of both old and 
ymmg : T cm mystlf vouch for the unexpected 
protifiency of some of her scholars iu epeaiiug 
English. To her and her husband I feel much in- 
debted for their answers to the many inqoirtes re* 
specting the state of things in the Island,— the 
employniciits and character f tlic natives, their 
wars, manners, and customs. 'J'hey appeared iude- 
ftktigable In tlieir exertions for what tliey eonsldwsd 
the pood of the natives; nmong other thinfrs, they 
have endeavoured to introduce a variety of vege- 
tables and fruits : cabbages, turnips, and mustard 
wore seen ; nmone the fruity were pine-apples and 
cnstard-apiilos, w-nhsh thrive well; nrangee have 
been introduced, but do not succef i. 1 ^ luse they 
are injured by an ineeet, wliich leaves its lurvae on 
the ftiiit, and causes it to fall before it reaches 
mntnrity. They are oblin;od to pull nil their fruita 
before they are ripe, in consequence of their liability 
to destrOBtioii by tiie ants, if left to ripen on the 
tree. 

King George, or Tanfhaban, is bidldfaig his town 

near by, just without the fortification of King Jo- 
aiah : it is an enclosure of four hundred yards 
square; the fence coosbts of elose wicker-work, 
made of the small sugar-cane, and in order to 
make it stronger, several thicknesses are put toge- 
ther : thismakoH a more effective defence than one 
would imagine i it is about eight feet high, and 
trimmed off on the top, and when new has a very 
pretty appearance. The permanency and arrange- 
ment with which the town is laid out, make Tau- 
faahau's intentions quite evident. The avenues 
cross the square diagonally, the gates being at the 
comers, and in the centre is a large area, left for a 
chapel. 

The bouses of King Joeiah's or Tubou's town 
are mostly within the ftrtrefis; this is a high mnd 
wall or embankment, on the top of which is a 
wicker- work fence; on the outside of the wall is a 
ditch, twelve feet wide by live feet deep. There 
are three prtacipal gateways, which are very 
narrow entnmees, ffmned bythielc eoeoa-nut posts, 
St t fu'mly and closely in the j^round, admitting only 
two persons at a time; these entrances are about 



fifteen feet long,and iu order to secuiv tlieni agairtsi 
an attack, they are so arranged as to t>e filled up 
with earth; they have likesvise a number of hollow 
logH buried iu the wall, and hut obliquely, berviiig 
as loop-holes, through which they may have a cross- 
fire at their cnenues as they approach. These 
loop-holes ean only be used fir muskets, and Imto 
been introduced sin lli< i::itives began to use fire- 
arms, or since the limc ol Mariner, for be makes 
no mention of tliem iu describing the fortresses. 

KirifT GfAfgo's liouse is nearby : it was originally 
built at iiihifo, for a chapel; the chief of that place 
gave it to Taufaahau, and it was divided into three 
parts, and brought to Nnknalofia in canoes. On my 
riAt the king was not at home, hot Hr. Tucker 
asked me to walk in. The building is not a large 
one; it is divided into tiiree apartments by tapa 
oersens, uid was partly fumisued. I observed 
many decanters and tumblers on a shelf, the former 
well-filled to appearance with spirits and gin; but 
I had no opportunity of knowing actually what the 
eontents were. Many of the queen's waiting-maids 
were present, arranging the boose prsTions to her 
arrival; Bhe was hourly exr-rct* d from HapaJ, and 
is reported to be tlie most beautiful woman in the 
group. The new town is rapidly progressing ; 
great regnlanty exists, and every thing is so 
arranged that each company of warriors with their 
families are assigned a particular quarter in which 
to build; they have come prepared, too^ for the 
purpose, having brought many parts of their houses 
with them. These houses have a temporary ap- 
pearance, although they arc very comfortable; and 
the rapidity with which they build them ui astonish- 
ing : the enclosure, and about fifty hou.<?e.";, were 
built in three days; twelve uieu can complete a 
house in a little more than a day. The average 
size of the hoossa is fifteen by twenty feet, nnd 
about fifteen feet high under uie ridge-p I - tliey 
are of circular i r i Mij 'ii nl rorni. The furniture of 
the natives consists of- their impleuienui of war,ava- 
bowl, a diest or box for their valuables, and a set 
of mats, some of which are made for the f!oors, and 
othei"8 for screeus; Uie latter are about two feet in 
width, and are seen partly surrounding them when 
atting, standing on thdr edges, which are sup- 
portea by scrolls at each end; they are pretty, some 
of them bring much ornamented. 

They have great quantities of tapa cloth, in a 
thin sort of which they use to roll themselves at 
night, as a security against the musquitoes, with 
which their island al)ounds. Tho new town is 
beautifully situated in a bread-fruit and cocoa-nut 
grov& which gives it perpetual shade, whilst it is 
suiBeiently open to admit the cool brewe. 

On the 26th, agreeably to my engagement, I 
moved the ship to tlie island of Pangai-Mouto, in 
order to be near the place of meeting of the oon* 
ference between the two belligerent parties, and 
to protect both from the treachery they scenjed 
mutually to fear. r;iiii::ii Moutu is about three 
and a half miles from Nukualoia, and is now con- 
sidered as neutral ground ; die anehorsge is a 
good and safe one. Our messenger, Anne Eliia 
Tubou, returned, and gave me assui-ances that the 
heathen were wHIiag to meet in conference ; that 
they desired peace, and to be left in the quiet en- 
joyment of their land and their gods, and did net 
wish t , il l, rfere or have any thing to do with the 
new religion. They again asked me, if they came. 
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would I protect them fully ! In reply to this, I 
sent the strongest asaunuices of protection to tliom. 
M/ hopes, however, of producing a peace and re- 
ooneiKatfcMi among them, began to oeeHne ; for it 
was evident that King George untl his .nlvisrrs, 
and, indeed, the wliole Clu-iiiiiau party, seemed 
to be desirous of contiuuinj; the war, either to 
force the heathen to become Christians, or to caiTy 
it on to extermination, which the number of their 
warriors made them believe they had tlie |iowtr to 
effttck I fdit, in addition, that th& 2tu^iouai-i&5 
were thivarting my exertions by permitting war- 
like preparations dttrin|; the pend^ of the nego- 
tiations. 

On the 28th, our hoat retnmed from Moa,brlng- 
\x\^ nn old blind chief, called Mufa. The wife of 
Faatu came in place of her husband, accompanied 
by four or tivo lesser chiefs, who had hccn de|)iitcd 
to attend the cotmciL The wife of Faatu is a 
large fat woman. He himself was willing to at- 
tend, but his (fliii fs and people interfered and pre- 
vented him, as he was coming to the boat, fearing 
lt\st he !:.hould 1)0 detMned aa a hostage ; aud tiiey 
made such an outcry (accordiug to the oflioer) 
agtiinst it, that he was obliged to yield. 

Mufa is the j^randfathor of Taufaahau, and was 
supposed would have some influence with him. 
From every thing we saw, we beeame satinfied thai 
the heathen woro desirous of making jieace, at 
least tlie people of Moa. 1 gave ordei-s to provide 
them with evoiy tiling for their comfort, giving 
them full Jissnrance of my protection, and their 
safe return ; aud finding them ill at ease on board 
ship, 1 ordered a tent to he pitelied ou shore for 
their accommodation, and luul tliem supplied with 
riee and mnlaBsea, aa well as tlie food tiiey are in 
the habit of eating, conKistinp of yams, taro, &c. 

Deeming it advisable that Faatu should be pre- 
sent himself, I again sent a boat for him. the 
people of Moa, though heathens, have not taken an 
active part in the late disturbances, which are for 
the most part confiniMl to liea and Houma ; and 
although the Moans are more stron<;ly allied to the 
latter, they hare always kept up an intercourse 
with Nukualofa. 

One can readily enter into the feelings of the 
heathen, who are inhabitanto of the sacred Tonga, 
nnd have always been looked up to by the inhabit- 
ants of the rest of the group, who were obliged to 
carry thither offerin^js, ^c, to the ;,'ods, as superior 
to themselves, when they see an attempt made to 
subjugate them, by those whom they have alwa^-s 
looked upon with contempt,and to force npon them 
a new religion, and a change in every thing tliey 
have hitherto looked upon as sacred. Such feelings 
are onongh to make them war against any inno- 
vation in their Hocial polity and laws ; and after 
, having been acknowledged from time imnu'morial 
as pre-eminent throughout the whole group, in- 
dodhig Wallis, Hoont, Traitor's and Keppel's 
Islands, it is not surprising that they should be 
found the active enemies of religious encroach- 
ments. Their TCXatien is augmented by the disap- 
pointment they experienced in the last election of 
the king of Ton^ra ( Tui Kanaltabolo) ; Tnlwu, 
althougli the brother of liis predecessor, wns < 'i -en 
by them in prefei^ce to Mumui, the son, because 
they beiievM him to be favourable to their side, 
and opposed to the Christian party; Mnmui, on the 
other hand, was brought up by ttie missionaries, 



spealfs English tolerably well, aiid is the mission- 
aries' principal school-teacher. Mr. Tucker in- 
formed me that Mumui is now oousidered as the 
son of Tubou, and will be entitled to the amsoenkii, 
for wliich both F.'Uitu and Tanfaaliau, are likewise 
candidates, on the death of Tubou. 

The dngular custom is said to pirevail in Tonga, 
that none of the royal family ever receive a title of 
office ; for by so doing, 1 was told, they would 
virtually x-enounce their right to the kingdom. 
The Tui Kanakabolo has the power of reecinding 
titles. In one view, the goveitiment nwy be con- 
sidered a kind of family compact, for the persons 
holding titles and offices address one another by 
the names of fatbor, smi, uncle, and grandfather, 
without reference whateva to tlieir rnl degree of 
relationship. 

The titles generally consist of the name of the 
distinct over which tbe chief rules, and of which 
they receive the revenues, with '*tni," a word 
svnonymiais with lord, before if. This, however, 
is not always the case, for there are others who 
have distinct tiUeo^ BS Lavslo, the king of Bca, 
one of the bitterest opponents of the Cluistians, 
and who is determined to die rather than submit to 
them; and Ata, Takafauna, and Vaca, the great 
chief of Hounm. The latter was deposed a short 
time since, yet s^ retdns his title among the 
heathen. 

Shadrach, or Mumui, a.s he is also called, is a 
good sample of the Tongese. I saw him at Mr. 
Tucker's, where he was introduced to mc; and I 
must confess myself not a little surprised to hear 
him address me in tolerably good English, asking 
me the news, and what occurrences bad taken 
place in Europe. It appeared ridicttlous to be 
questioned by a half-naked savage upon such sub- 
jects; but I must do him the justice to say he 
seemed quite fiimiliar with some of the events that 
have taken place diu-ing the last fifteen or twenty 
years. He is one of the missionaries' most zealous 
c<m\ erts, and I belie^'e to Mrs. Tucker is due the 

credit of teadiing him; he has, I understood, sole 
charge of tiiehr large school of diree hundred scho- 
lars, and it, in order and regularity, equals, if it 
does not exceed, any in our own country. Mrs. 
Tucker thinks tins ig partly to be ascribed to his 
being a high chief, whom they are brought up to 
have a great r^pect for. Mnmui*s countenance 
shows much intelligence, but liis figure is rather 
out of proportion ; his age is under thirty. 

On the S7th, I vMted Nnkualcrfh, on business 
respecting the English schooner Currency Lass, 
Captain Wilson, which vessel was found here. The 
master reported that two of his men had been 
seized by King George, and ImpriaonM, until a 
ransom was paid, and the four Feejee women he 
had on board were delivered up. On inquiry, it 
proved that two of the crew of the Currency Lass, 
with the knowledge of the commander and owner 
(who was present), had t-aken the Feejee women on 
board at Vavao, knowing it to bo against the laws 
of that island; they thence -sailed for Tonga. On 
their leaving Vavao, a canoe was immediately de- 
spatched to Tonga, to biform King George of tiie 
oecui rence, and it arrived before the vessel. King 
George, ojj her arrival, immediately sent on board 
for the purpose of a searefa; but the women were 
concealed below, and tliey were believed not to be 
, on board, it however became known, in some 
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way, that they were there, and when four of tbe 
vt sst-rs crew were aenton shore to mcud the casks 
to receive oil. King George seized them, and tied 
them to trees. He then sent word, that the wo- 
Ttirn uiust be giran up, and that the owner must 
pay a ransom of muskets for Hie men. I found no 
diBealty in arranging the business. King George 
was very frank and straightforward about it. and 
told the facts very much aa they are abore rented. 
On my pointing out to him that he had taken the 
wrong oourse^aad was punishing the innocent men 
<^ tbe crew, he aaid he had no means of teUing who 
were the guilty, hut tliat if he had dnne any thing 
wrong lie was u iUiag to make amende. 1 thought 
that the oonduct of tbe Currency Lass had been 
impst^er, mnd the deeiaion being'left to me, I de- 
temped that the men should he aet at liberty, the 
women given \\\>, and the muskets paid; that Kin^ 
George ahould return the water-casks, and pay for 
thoae that had be«i injured. 1 took oocaaion, bow- 
ever, to impress ijpon King George the necessity of 
not being so precipitate in punishing the innoceut 
for the guilty. The men of llie Currency Loss who 
had received bad treatment at his haniu, received 
a recompense, and ao the Affur was ended. 

Oil the nioniing of tbe 29th, it was reported to 
mo that Mufa, the old blind chief, and his compa- 
nion, had decamped, without giving any notice of 
their intention, and after eating their fill of the ^ood 
things set before them, besides carrying oil' the re- 
maina of their feast. This movement, I afterwards 
learnt, was oxving to their having received intelli- 
gence of the people of Bea having made another at- 
tack upun the yam-grounds of the Christians, and 
carried off a lai-ge quantity; and they were fearful 
leet some retaliatory measorea diould be taken to 
iatercept them. 

^is day the kings vi&iled uie, wiili a number of 
their chiefis and peoi)le in a large canoe, and made a 
fine appearaaoe on approaching the ahip; it was the 
largest we ttw during the vo)'age: U waa one him- 
drt d ftet in length, and of tho double kind, whicli 
couiiiHta of two canoes of different size joined toge- 
ther by a deck thrown across them both; on this 
deck a small house is constructed, which serves for 
a cabin to keep off the weather; above tbe bouse 
was a small platform, eight feet bi|uare, with a rail- 
ing on each dde; the most, which is about thirty 
feet long, ia supported by guys^ havuig a long yard 
attached to with its mat-aail of hng/s iiim^mfiftng 
furled. 

In all canoes, both double and single, small 
hatchways are left at both ends, with high comb- 
mgs^ and when under way, a man is always seen in 
exich baling out the water. Their mode of proi)el- 
liug the canoe by sculling is peculiar to theToogeise 
and Fcejees; the scalier, instead of mkkg the oar 
as we do, stands behind it, and holds it perpendi- 
cularly. Tbe oar htm a broad blade, and is ten feet 
in length : the sculler thus has tbe whole weight of 
hia body to assiat his strength in using it : it is 
eoufined in a hole in the platform. There is gene- 
ni!ly one of these oara at each end, and ilu y are 
enabled to propel one of these large canoes between 
two and three miles an hour by meana of them. 

The Tonfjefie arc preat adepts in nsanafjing their 
cunoeswheounderHa.il; and they bail much tuure 
swiftly on a wind tlian before it. Aa this canoe is 
of Feejee origin, I shall defier deaeribing it until * 
sncoeeding clwpkT* 



The canoe of these chiefis was seen advancing 

slowly over the calm fca by the efforls of its scul- 
len, and was filled with men, keeping perfect time 
and making exeeOsottBiisSe. 

They sing any words, but generally such as are 
applicable to the misHiou uf business or pleasure 
they maybe on; and although the air and bass are 
heard most distinctly, the four jpnrts are all song 
in the most perfect harmony. From the fact that 
the tenors and basses sing parts of a bar, alterna- 
ting witii each other, and come in perfectly, it would 
seem thai tlwy cultivate mune in their own rude 
way, producing' a wild but agreeable eflbet. To 
this the scullei's keep time. 

This music has a great resemblance to that of 
the Samoan Group, and it is the cnstom in both to 
sing it while at work. It may therefore be in- 
ferred that it is native, for the Tongese never had 
foreign music of any kind taught them. The mis- 
sionariee tiiemselvca do not sing, and declared 
they were not able to tell Old Hundred from Cod 
save the King, if the same words were adapted to 
both 1 The females of this island, generally, have 
very musical voices, whoae pitch ia the same aa 
tliat of European women; the voices of tiie men 
are a full octave below, round and full; all are 
very apt in learning a ttine. Mr. Drayton remarks 
that he did not hear a single strain in the minor 
mood in singing, nor even in their natural sounds 
in speaking. Music might .be cultivated among 
this people with great ^ocess, from the evident 
delight they take hi musical sounds* and their 
strong desire to learn; but they coirfd wiUi diffi- 
culty be prevailed upun to sin<;;, for the sfate of the 
country, and the fear of the missioiuo-ies, or the 
order of the king, prevented it. 

Kin iin me engaged on the island of Pangai- 
MuuLii, it the observatory, the natives passed to 
tbe shore. I received them in my tent, and the 
first words spoken were to inform me that they 
had come to the eontorenee; and they asked who* 
their adversaries were. Beinsj well aware that 
they Iiad avoided coming the day bcfoi-e, and had 
gone out to make batfl^ instead of coming as 
appointed to the meeting, and that they knew the 
chiefs of Moa had returned, I took care to let 
them know that I waa not to be iinp<iaed upon by 
such a ti'ick. When they saw they could not 
deedve me, they seemed dupeeed to langh it off; 
but finding lhat their chiefs and wam'oi'*= fiq 'vnrdp. 
of one huudi-ed) were all armed, 1 took care to 
retort upon them for their want of confidence, and 
to tell them how unlike it was to their profession 
of Christianity, and that they must show a proper 
disposition, before the white people would give 
tliem any credit for being Chrialiaos. I then took 
the two Kings with me on board the ship, leaving 
their canoe to follow. Shortly after we liad em- 
barked. King George's followci-s, finding a canoe 
on the beach owned by three natives oi Rotuma, 
who reside at Moa, atole tbe paddle« out of it, 
turned it over, and set it adrift. On making it 
known to King George, however, he promised 
recompense, but would not punish or seek to find 
out the perpetrators of tbe deed. I felt provoked 
that the kin<r should not have had more control 
over them. He in ti'ulh seems to exercise very 
little power over his people. The kings were 
shown over the ahip, and several gans were fired, 
whicb they pretended to wonder at very much. 
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Huj ranaiiMd on baaii v^wwda of an hour, 
and iook inndi with me. T was much amused 

with Uieir conduct; they ate heartily of every 
thing on the table, and finally cnunmed tbamselves 
with almooda and r^sbs, with a moat vnkhif^ly 
nppetite. They then reqiiented leave to take 
ftome to their wives, wluch ihey tied up in the 
corner of their tapas. Before they left the ship, I 
proaented Kias <3eoi]^ (ia the name of the govern- 
ment) with a lian&ome fewling-piece, and King 
Josiali a rc<l silk umbrella, which highly de- 
lighted him. Their majesties were both naked, 
exeept the tapa woond around their waiaCs; and it 
was a curious sight to 8<?c thcra ciideavourinir to 
imitate us in the use of knives and forlcs. They 
h it the ship highly delighted with tibeir presents 
and visit, embarked in their oanoe, and proceeded 
to Nnlcnalofa, all joining again in the same chorus. 
Tlie C.1I100 was nearly level with tin- water, and 
appeared like a floating mass of hmnan beings. 

Thus ended my hopes ef elfeeting the desired 
reconcilintioii between the two parties. The hea- ' 
tlien arc reprtsented by the Christian parly and 
miflsionarira as a si't of cruel savages, great liars, 
treachenniBf and evil^diqtoaed; and this character 
ie«a» to be giTSn to them only because they will 
not listen to the preaching; and it is allege<I they 
must therefore be treated with severity, and com- 
pelled to yield. Under Oese feelhigs It was in 
vain to expect to jirotfuce a reconciliation; and 
hud I been aware of them, I should not have 
attempted the task. I must hero record, that in 
all that met our observationa, the impression was, 
that the heathen were well'diapneed and fcind, and 
were rh sirous of j)uttiii;^ an end to the dinieuUies. 
j Several of the otticens visited .Vloa. In order to 
I reach it, it is necessary to pass in boats throngh a 
lari^e shallow lagoon, and it tnnst be crossed nearly 
at hi'^h water, or the channt-l will be found very 
tortuous. The town or village is situated a little 
above the general level; it is surrounded by a 
diteh, which has little depth, as the eoral mck is 

soon reached, and Is not cut into. The intreneh- 
1 meut is compo^cil of earth and logs, over which is 
a wicker fence, like that at Nukualofa; at the 
gates the ditcli in interrupted, so as to furni 
entrauceii, whuii are narrow and low. Ou the 
inside a guard-house with a sentinel was found; 
within the intrrachment was a high and well-built 
fence, and inride i^tn were separate enelosoree. 
They were led to the house of Faatu, the prinflpal 
eluef, who treated them with civility and kindness; 
tbej found him to pow c ss both dignity and polite- 
ness. In Ilia house were soveraT Ton^a druins, 
which were offered ;is seats. The natives were iu 
griat numbers, of all ages and sexes. A brisk 
trade was carried on for the supplies we needed; 
and although T»Sktn took no active part, yet the 
whtde was evidenily hm !er hh supervision. 

The missionarieu were kind enough to give me 
the following outline of the belief of the heathen 
' belonging to this grftup of Islands. They worshij) 
many godis, who are believed to possess unlimited 
power over them, and are called the gods of IJnlotu 
or Atua£aka Bulolu, whom they believe immortal; 
some of these gods are of this world, and are called 
Atua. 

They believe that all evil is intiiuted by certain 
; gods, called Atua Banuu; that the spirits of all 
chiefil go to Butotu; but that those of poor people 



remain in this world, to feed upon antn and 
lizards; that the island of Bulotu is not distant, 
although they do not attempt to fix its locality; 
that both gods and goddesses liave visited Tonga 
within thii% Tears past, when tbey drank ava in 
their temples, and were married t« Tonga chiefs; 
that the higher gods or those of Bulutu do not 
consider lying, theft, adultery, murder, Ac, ns 
crimes, but as things of this world, which are left 
for the inferior gods to deal with, and do not con- 
cern their more elevated natures. The only crime 
against the higher gods ia sacrilege, committed 
towards their temples, or an improper use of tiio 
offerings. They call their ohh st g<id Maui, and 
say that he drew the world or inlands out of the 
sea with a hook and line: the first he drew up he 
named Ata, which is referred to Pylstart ; the next 
was Tonga, with all its group of islands; then Lo- 
fanga and the other Ilapai islands; and la.st, the 
Vavao Groap. After lie had finished his work, be 
came and fixed his reridenee at Tonga. In thoae 
days the sky was s^i near the earth that men were 
obliged to crawl. Gnu day Muui is represented as 
having met an old woman with water in a cocoa- 
nut sheU, of whom he be^;ed some drink, which 
she refased until he promised to send the sky up 
high, «hieh he ilid, by pushing it up, and there It 
has remained ever since. To Maui is ascribed the 
origin of that most useful tree called ton, the iron- 
weod (easTinrina), whieh in 'iiii - rt n lied the sky, 
and enabled the god called Ktiuo.u..l>,<a to descend. 
Maui had two sons, the eldest ealU d Maui Ata- 
longa, and the younger Kijikiji, but by whom ia 
not known. Kijikiji obtained snroe Are f^m the 

eartll, and taught them to enok their food, which 
they found was §ood, and frnui tliat day food has 
b«4>n cooked which before ^^aM eaten raw. In 
order to preRer>'e the fire, Kijikiji commanded it 
to go uito certain trees, whence it is now obtained 
by friction. They further say, that during the 
time old Maui waa on the earth, the only light was 
like that of the moon, and that neither day nor 

niu'ht e.xisted; tliat Mnui and his Iwn wins live 
under the earth, ulitre he bleeps most of ids time; 
that when he turns himself over, he produces 
eartlniuakes, whieh they call " mofnoeke." Maui 
id nut now wuvbhi^jped by any tribe, uor is he loved 
or feared. 

Tangaloa, their aeeond god, is thought to be 
nearly as old as Maui, and equal to him ni dignity. 
He resides in the skies, which the Tongese believe 
to be very minierons. Hikuleo is the god of spiritJ*, I 
and is the thinl in order of time; he dwells in a \ 
cave in the island. Bulutu is most remarkable for 
a long tail, which prevents him from going further 
from the cave in which he resides than its length 
will admit of. In tltis cave be bas feaata, and lives 
with his wives, by whom he has many children; he 
has aVisohite jiowt-r over all, and all arc forced to 
go to hint ; he is a being without love or gouduebt*; 
to him the spirits of the chiefs and mataboles go, 
becoming his servants, and are forced to do his ! 
w ill, and to serve for what purpose he pleases ; he 
even u.scs tlu ni to make feiiees of, or bara to his 
gates ; and tl)ey have the idea that his house and 
all things in it are made of tlie sphita of people, 
where tliey eoidiiuu- to scr^'c withnut end. They 
never pray to liulutu, except when some sacri- 
lege bas been committed to the offerings they 
ipako him; and on thia occasion they always 
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make a Iniinan sacrifice. They also invoke him 
when tlie Till Tonga is sick; andit depends on the 
reigning Tui Katiakabolo whether or not a human 
sacrifice is offered. None but gods are ever per- 
mitted to come fnmi Bulotu. This god has his 
spirit-templ^ where all their valuable preseuta to 
the gods arc deposited. I waa dKnm w the mis- 
sionaries some large whale's teeth that were 
prettily carved, which had been found in the 
temple lately destroyed by the Christian paiiT. 

We saw here three natives of the island of Ro- 
tuma, who had been some time at Tonga : one of 
them was said to l>e a chief of high rank; another, 
an old man, a chief also, and a kind of Mentor 
to th« fonner, who spoke a Httle English, and was 
quite blind, having become so since he had left his 
own island. The old luau seemed to feel great 
solidtttde about his charge, and mpnmeA a with 
to get away from Toiwa. Tba rcMon he gaTe me 
for thta desire was, ** Mere was too mueli fight here ; 
it would he had fnr t)ic voiing chief, who was to he 
a king." lie tuld me also there had been no war 
on MB island fur many years. It is generally 
known by the whalers and others, that at Rotuma, 
the people are the most pcaccahlo of any of these 
Polynesian islanders ; and the whalers have been 
in the habit of resorting thither, beeatise they ex- 
perienced little diffiealty, and are hi no danger of 
lieing molested hy the natives. He mentioned 
tliat many of his islanders w^erc now abroad, on 
board of whale-ehips, wbere they earned good 
wap;ps, and aft^-rwards returned to the island with 
Buuiti property ; he said that Rotunda contained 
veiY many people. He who was designated as the 
high chief, was » pleasing, handsome yooBg man, 
and appeared modest and gentle in bis deportment. 
Some thought he resembled in physiognomy our 
American Indians, but I did not myselt re- 
mark it. 

The natives of Ton^a, in hahits, ctistoms, looks, 
and general appearance, are m like the Samoaus, 
tliat we were greatly struck with the resemblance; \ 
indeed, in writing of Samoa, i mentioned that many 
things have been derived from Tonga, particnlarly 
their tapa coverinq; from tho waist downwards, j 
called siapo. The two races also agree in having no 
covering for the head, and the females resemble 
each other. The missionaries, through tho king's ' 
ordinance, have caused the females to clothe them- 
selves up to the neek with the pareu; but this is 
only couformed to before the misauonaries, for weaa 
frequently saw It worn in the native fiishion. 

In colour til T iii^ese are a little lighter tlian 
the Samoaus, and the young children are almost if 
not quite white. As they grow up, tliey are left, 
both males and females, to run about in a state of 
nature, with their hair cropped close, except a 
smult curly lock over each ear. This ia a practice 
which has before been spoken of, »a prevalent 
among the Sameana. Indeed, the simuurity be- 
tween the appearance of the children in the tuo 
groups is such, that they might be mistaken fur 
each other. A larger proportion of fine-looking 
people is seldom to be seen in any portion of the 
globe; thi y are a shade lighter than any of the 
other islanders; their countenances are generally 
of the European cast; they are tali and well made, 
and their muscles are w-ell developed. We had an 
opportunity of eontraptitig tin it- yii.-nl chnr'icters 
with those of several other natives, and pai'Uculaily 



with a native of Erromago. The features of tbo I 
latter were more nearly allied to those of the negso 
than any we had yet seen. His hair was woolly, ! 
his face prominent, and his lips thick. His n<we, i 
however, was not remarkably broad; his eyes were , 
small, deeply sunk, and had a lively expression ; 
hb oonntMrnaee was pleasing and intelligent, and 
his cheeks titin; his limbs wsM sleoderj and tb« 
calf of his leg high *. 

We also found some of the Feejee islanders here : 
the intercourse between Tonga and the windwaxd 
islands of the Feejee Group, is frequent. This in- 
tercourse is said to be tho cause of the warlike 
habits which the Tongese have acquired. The | 
people of Feejee appear to disadvantage when oon- 
trestcd with those of Tonga; for the latter have 
much larger frames, their colour is several shades | 
lighter, and their hair straight and fin^ while that 
of the Feejee is frizaled. 

The women of the Tonga Group are equally re- 
markahle for their personal hrmiy 

The natives of Tonga, from liie missionaries* 
accounts, are industrious and ingenious; much at- 
tachment exists between husband and wife, and 
they are very fond of their children. We were 
surprised at their numbers, which give a striking 
air of cheerfulness and gaiety to the scene, when 
they are seen in groups, playing, and practising 
many ', 'm is »f jugglery. 

As fai- aa we observed, tlie Tongese are very fond 
of amusements, and smoking tobacco is absolutely 
a pasfiion with them; this is raised hy themselves: [ 
the leaf is cut up very tiue, and then rolled within a | 
fine pandanus-leaf, forming a cigar. Tlie Christian 
party are not allowed to amok^ although they use 
large quantities of ava, made of the piper inythis- 
ticum, which has more intoxicating and deleterious 
eti'ects than tobacco. So singular an interdiction of 
the one, with the free use of the Other, inthiced me . 
to ask Mr. Tucker the reason of it, and why, if tiiey ' 
had only the power to prevent the use of one, they 
did not prohibit the most pernicious f The only 
answer 1 got was, that it would be a pity to break 
up thdr ava eiri^es. I believe that few rise from 
them witliout being sumcwhat stupified, but it does 
not amount to actual intoxication. The maimer in 
which these natives use tobaeeo is one of tho most 
pieajsing of their social customs, and shows an 
absence of all selfishness; it is the same as at the i 
Samoan Group, where the person who lights a pipe 
seldom gets more than two whiffs of its contents, as 
it is Immediately passed around. 

As a people they may be termed warlike; and 
wai'-coimcils, making speeches, and drinking ava, 
may be called the bnsineee of their lives. 

The women are said to be virtuous; their em- 
ployments are to make tapa, mats, baeketjK, &c., and 
do the house-work. The men cultivate the grnund, 
and fish. The females are more in the habit o( 
using Ihne-water and Ume on their hair than these 
we have seen elsewhere. This application tuma it 
red, but its chief use is to proniot^j cl»iaiiliue&a. Of 
the ingenuity of the men we saw many proofs, in 
their manufiMitura of boxs^ baskets^ and miniature 
canoes. 

• Among other peeoHSiltiet «f thia nall?e of EfTomago, 
it was Mated by tht> low wbftM, that instead of wnipirfag 
liimwlf up io tapa at night, like the Tongese, he waa in the 
habit of burylBff UsDsdr In the sand bi ardar to avoid the 
muaquttoes. 
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Tlie last day I visited Nukualofa, Mr. Tucker 
was kind enough to take me to see Tamahaa, the 
aunt of Tui Tunga, who is conaidAred of divine 
origin, for wliidi TvMOii ffftut vetpeet aid hoiunm 
are pni(l her. It is said tli it she has great influence 
with the heathen, although being a convert, she is 
faTOWftble to the Christian i^ide. Am ft token of 
the great respect witli '\liich she is regarded, it was 
remarked that the natives never tiu'u the back upon 
her until at thirty or forty feet distance, and never 
eat in her preaenee. She is old enough to remem- 
ber the anml of Oook when she was s ehild. We 
found her sitting in her houae, with a child who 
could just walk (botli enclosed in a rolled screen, 
before described), whom she was feeding with 
cocoa-nnt pulp. We shook hands and sat some 
time with her, making many iuquirtea about the 
former persons of tlie island, which the entertain- 
ing volumes of Dr. Martin, relating the adventures 
of Mariner, had nude ne acquainted with. She 
aeemcd to know Togi UummeA, the name by which 
Mariner was known, and also most of the people 
mentioned in Mariner's account. 

On a viut to the misBionarieB, I found Tubou or 
King Joslab, who bad been sitting for his picture, 
and had fallen fast asleep. Wishing to get some 
information from him, I felt desirous of waking 
him up, and ibr that parpose asked bhn some qnes- 
Uons about the kingly Bport of rat-hnnting, described 
in Mariner's Tonga Ibliuids, and whether he could 
not indnlge me with an exhibition ef nlmnli His 
eyes at once brightened, and he became aroused to 
great animation, as though his former feats and 
pleasure iu this sport were vividly before him. He 
regretted that the present state oif the island, and 
the all-engrossing war, occupied too nnch of theiy 
attention to allow them to engage in any such peace- 
ful ooGupation. lie was represented to be a great 
^rartsmsn, and the animation with which he qioke 
gave eivident proof of it. He said that the game or 
sport was now seldom pmetised; tfut the rats had 
in consequence much increased, and were a great 
anooyaiice to the cultivator; — but the war seemed 
to engrofls all the powers of his feeble mind. He 
told me tliat the hcatlien in all had fifteen hundred 
warriors; that they usually made war by attacking 
the tare and yam-grounds; these they plunder and 
destroy, whieh ultimatebr produces a £uain^ not 
only to their enemies mtt to tiiemselves. He 

seemed to rejoice that the heathen had made the 

first attack, as they would thereby, according to 
their belief, be conquered. He ttud me he mud) 
desired peace and quietness, and wns willing to do 
any thing to bring it about; and as far as ho was 
personally concerned, I buiievc he was in earnest, 
for every one seemed to give him the credit of 
being an imbecile, sleepy fellow, and ^vaid Um little 
or no respef t 

During tlus visit I also saw a noted Feejee 
warrior, who had been absent firom Tonga many 
years, and on his return had been engaged in these 
wars; he was described as a very wicked fellow, 
and if so, I can only say that liis looks did not belie 
bun; a worse or more brutal-looking man I have 
seldom seen. I nnderstood tiiat his arrival had 
been looked fur with mnch impatience by the 
heathen, as affording them additional strength 
in a noted leader; but tii li;- surprise of all, 
he joined himself to King George, and desired 
to become a Christian ; ho was reoeived as 



such, and was now employed fighting against the 
heathen. 

On the eveniiw of the day en which King George 
Tisltedthe ddyfM lield a eomicil, in which he ad- 
dressed bis chiefs and warriors on the necessity of 
carrying on the war with vigour ; and measures 
were taken to prosecute it accordingly. The meet- 
ing to^il: j 1 ire in the malai opposite his house, while 
he sat iii liie doorway witli his two children, with ^ 
the church-people forming a circle around him. At 
tlus meeting was seen the noted chief and Feejee 
warrier who has already been spoken of, fully 
armed, in the backf^round. i tli* couih il had 

debated and talked over the suhjcct fully, King 
GeoKjge gave some eommands, which several mes- 
sengers were sent to execute, and the council was 
dismissed in a truly primitive style and language : 
" Let every man go and cook his yams." 

After the assemblage was disnussed, the king 
and cMe& remained some time In eoiwoltation. 
In this council, an attack upon the heatlien towns 
was an-aiigcd. The next morning, smoke was 
seen ascending from some of the heathen villages, 
and word was brought to me aft^wards, that King 
George, Iiaving sallied forth with eight hundred 
warrini's at midnight, had burned two of tlie 
heathen towns. Although be bad ordered seven 
hundred more warriors to folh>w him at daylight, 
he did not pursue the heathen, who fled before 
liiiu. On his return iu the eveuiug he held an ava 
feast in honour of his success ; at this meeting, 
Lavaka and Ata, or the ehieb who held these 
titles, were fonnally degraded from their offices by 
the kiu;:. — ;l stroke of policy that is thought will 
have much influence in alienating this people, as it 
has usually had that effect. I, however, veiy much 
question its euccess iu the present instance, when 
the pai'tii^ have such a deadly animosity towards 
each other ; for the very authority by which the 
act of degradation is pofonned, has abandoned 
the religion by whieh the act was sanetioned* 

The population of the Tonga Islands, as now 
given by the missionaries, is 18,500, viz. : 



Fona 200 

Tlapai 4,n00 

Vavao i,UOO 

Krpiitl's 1,000 

Bu&ca«en 1,300 

Toaga >,eoO 



Total . 18,500 

At present the number on Tonga is inereased by 

about one thousand, 

Abont four thousand five hundred of the natives 
are Christians, of whom two thousand five hundred 
are ebnreb members. 

The iur'-rliotion of Tui Kanakabolo, or Lord of 
Kanaka b(»lo, used to extend to Uea or Wallis 
Island, and several «f the smaller islands in the 
neighbourhood* 

This group ishads is ffivided Into three mis- 
sionsocy stations^ -vis. : 

Totigataboo, samBteseed In . IW 
Hapai „ . 1829 

Vavao „ 1830 

The missionaries reside at each of theee stations. 
The smaller islands are under the care of native 
teachers, and are visited oci asiunally by the mis- 
sionaries to marry and baptize, &.c There is a 
printmg- press estaldiahed at Yarao^ whieh has 
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been in operation siace lii32. Many of the women 
can sew, and a great number of the natives have 
learned to raM and mite : n few of tbem have 
been tauf lit the ralet tt arithmetie, and the pritt> 

ciplfs of geoppaphy. A very great iinprovement 
lias tiiken place in the morals of the Christiaii part 
of elie community ; but the attaehnent of the 
peoplo to their iuiciont usages is so strong, and the 
island so litdu visited by civilized nations, that 
they have not had that stimulus to improvement 
which others have derived iironi each advantages. 

While I bear wftnees to the ardnoos labours 
and well-conducted operations of tlipse missioiuiries, 
I cannot help remarking that 1 was disappointed 
in finding religioos iirtoleraiu'c existing among 
them. It was to be expectnl, that among a class 
so devoted, and undergoing mo many privations, 
dangers, and Kiniticcs for the cause they are 
ennged in, charity would not have been wanting ; 
and that they woold have extended a friendly 
hand to nil, of whatever persuasion, who c-ame 
within their sphere of duty, especially thost- < n- 
gaged in similar duties with themselves ; but an 
instance of intolerance came to my knowledge 
Iiere, that I regretted to hear of. On board •* The 
Cun-enoy Lass" wtro two Catholic missionaries, 
who had been in this small vesael of one hundred 
and twenty tons for fire months, and three weeks 
of that time they were in this hrn-linnr, v, 'rl < nf 
liaviug received even an invitation to visit the 
shore from the Wesleyan misdonarics, nor were 
any civilities whatever offered or paid to them. I 
can easily cono ive why objections should be made 
to their pi aching or rt niaining to propagate their 
creed iu a field that was already occupied ; but to 
withhold from them the common courtesies of life, 
in the present state of the world, surjirisf d me not 
a little; and I am satisfied that the example set in 
this OMS by the missionaries has caused mnch 
Tsnisrk among the natives themselves up<ni this 
want of hospitality. They cannot understand the 
floL^inas iif the different sects of Clirisiians, so that 
they naturally look upon them all as missionaries of 
this same faith, and cannot see why they should 
troat t ach othor with li ss com-tesy than is extended 
to timso who arc not missionaries. Their ideas of 
cnt niit'S only extend to those who fight, which they 
well know all missionaries refuse to do. Were 
misdonaries aware of Mte unfavourable impression 

pnxlucril on the minds of most of the nati^t's hy 
such intolei-ance, it would never be practised, parti- 
cularly as it is calculated t<i excite prejudtoes in 
Rtran;Ters wliu visit their differtnt mission stations, 
which nut unfrtijucntly so blinds thom that thty | 
go away with unfavourable impressions. Every 
endeavour is frequently made by those whites 
who are rerident near them to store up and repeat 
tht'^o facta, with exaijtjcrafiMiis, whii-li ^o far to 
damp the ardour of those who aro iuteixjsttid in 
forwarding the great cause in which they are en- 
gaged. For all these considerations, thi>y on^ht to 
avoid, by every means, falling short of that high- 
minded liberality that is exptu tod from them. 

The Tongese aro remarkable fur their feats in 
swimming, and are very daring when sailing their 
can"ps. An instance was told mo that occurred In 
lB3y, the year before our visit, which is looked 
upon as :i well-established faet in tUs gnmp. Two 
canoes left Hapai for Vavao ; on their way, the 
wind arose and blew a strong gale from the north 



directly against Uiem ; one of them was driven 1 >:i c k 
and landed at Ofalanga, an uninhabited island of 
the group, occasionally visited by the nattve«, for 
luits, shells, fish, &c. ; in the other canoe as they 
were taking in sail, a man fell overlxkard, and tlic 



wind and sea being strong and high, it was fuuud 
impo^'sible to save liim without risking tlie livt 



of 

all on hoard, and he was given iip; tins was about 
four o'clock, and tlie canoe \\m just in sight of 
land. The man accordingly turned his face towai^ds 
Uapai, and resolved to reach it if possible ; be 
knew the wind was north, and directed his course 
byfeeUng tlie wuid in Ids riglit and }< ft .ir, intt-nd- 
ing to swim before it; he continued swiinniiug, and 
resting by floating upon the wat< r, until the moon 
rose; he then steered his course by thai luminarv, 
and thus continued until moruiug, when he wa» 
near land, and almost within reach of the coral 
reef. When he bad thus nearly escaped drowning, 
he was on the point of l>ecomnigthe prey of a hu^ge 
shark, whose jaws lu' avoidi<i liy reaching the 
coral shelf ; iw then landed upon the island, which 
proved to bo Ofalanga, where the first cauoe had 
been driven ; the crew found him on tlie beach 
senseless, and attended to him ; he soon \\ a.s bnmj;ht , 
to, and shortly atterwards recovered ids strength. 
This mans name is Ibeopbiios Tohu;he is a na- 
tive of Huano on tlie island of Hapai. The canoe 
from which ho was lost returned to Huano before 
TheophiUis did, and when he reached his home, he 
found his friends had })aflsed through the unial 
ceremonies of his funeral. 

The island of Tongataboo is of coral formation, 
and with extensive coral reefs to the nox'thward of 
it ; it has a shallow lagoon, which extends about 
ten miles Into the intefMr. The soil is deeper than 
upon any island of coral formation wc have yet 
visited; it ii« nearly a dead level, widi tiie exception 
of a few hillocks, thirty or forty fet t bigli; the soil 
is a rich and fertile vegetable mould, and it is not 
composed of sand, aa in the other coral islands. 
The vegetation, probably for this reason, does not 
altogether resenihic that found on thoeo islands. 
The hixurtanee of the foliage is not soriiaassd. 
Some few specimens of pumice have been found on 
its shores, probably drifted there from Uie island 
of Tofooa, which is said to have an activs voleaaOi. 
Tufooa is the highest island of the group, and next 
in height is Eooa. There is a marked difference 
in the a]ipe:irance of the islands of f^x>aand Totifia; 
on the former of which there is comparatively little 
vegetation. 

('•) 'i'"n^a, althouL;!) the vcfrelatinn oqnals any 
wiihni tho tropics, 1 waa struck with tlie exag- 
gerated accounts of the cultivation of tho island; 
for, so far from finding it a perfect garden, exhibit- 
ing the greatest CMre in its cultivation, it now 
appeared to l)e t ntlrtdy neglected. Tiie yani-jgrounds 
are more iu the interior of the i!iiaiid,and in conse- 
quence of the war, there was no safety in passing 
beyond the limits of the party which possessed the 
north part of tho island, or that in (lie viciuity of 
Nukualofa. 

Tho nativee cultivate yams, sweet-potatoes, ba- 
nanas, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, sugar cane, shaddock, 

limes, and the ti (sf oiidias dnlcls); th-.' pnttdanus is 
umcii attended to, and is one of their most useful 
trees, and of it all their mats are made ; a little 
com is grown, and they have the papaw-apple 
(papaya), and water-melon. The missionaries 
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have iutrodueed the sweet oraogo from Tahiti, and 
a species of eherimoyer (Mmona) ; many other 
things have, as I learned, been attempted, but 
have hitherto iaili^d. 1 presented the missionaries 
with a variety of both fruit and \ cg. tal lc seeds, 
and tnst that the^ will sncoeed and be of advan- 
tage to fotiire visiters; the natives, I was told, 
iiiidei'Htand the dirfeieiit kindfl^ cUBnildiiiatuig 
among them iu their planting. 

The botaajr of tlib island resembles that of the 
Samoan Group. A species of nutmeg was found 
here, differing from either of the Samoan ones: 
the fa^es were very full of fruit, and inucli larp;er; 
one of them was obeerved a foot and a half in 
diameter, and upwards of forty feet in height. 
There was a mnnber of oniamental shnibs. A 
description of climbing plants, which it was found 
a diiSeult matter to trace among the varieties of 
forest trees, gave a peculiar HturafltCT to some 
pai'ts of this overgrown island. 

The dimate of Tonga is huniid and the heat 
oppesHve^ rinng fiwqneotly to 98° in the shade ; 
mneh rain &11s; the mean temperature during our 
stay was 79"25°. The trade-winds are by no 
means constant, and westerly winds occasionally 
blow in every season, which, firom their vadable 
character, have obtamed the name with the natives 
of " foolish winds." 

We had to ngret the state the island was in, as 
it prevented onr making tliat fuU examination of it 
that I had intended and hoped ; we saw enough, how- 
ever, to Ratisfy ourselvcfj tliat Toiif^atahoo is not the 
cultivated garden it has been represented to be. 
The fleas tree figured in the voyage of the Astro* 
labe, wh"«f rr i ik is there stated to be one hundred 
feet ill cii cmiiitjrence, was visited. We were sur- 
prised to find it had no proper trunk, but only a 
mass of intertwinni roots, throng which it is pos- 
sible to see in many directions, insfaig to a height 
of eighty or ninety feet, when it throws around its 
great and wide-spreading branches. Two other 
species of ficus were found, one with labiate 
branches and liori^^nril ^rvrnditic^ amis, the other 
with a trunk about nuie toet in diameter. 

The cUmate cannot be considered salubrious ; 
very heavy dews fall at night, and no constitution 
ean endure frequent expoetire at thre time ; the 
transitions from heat to oold are sudden and great, 
and the nights are often so chilly as to make blan- 
kets necessary. 

nurricnncs are frequent in tliln fijoup, snarcoly 
a seiidou p.isjjiug without suiue occurreiiee of the 
kind : the months of February and March are 
those in which they ocour; but they iiave also 
taken place in November and Deoember. The 
missionaries as yet liave made no series of obser- 
vations, nor kept any kind of meteorological diary; 
bat in answer to my inquiries 1 obtained the infor- 
mation, that the storms bt ^in at the north-west, 
thence veer to the eastward, and end in south-east. 
The wind continues to increase until it In ennies a 
hurricane: houses are levelled, and trees torn up by 
tiie roots ; vessels are driven on shore; canoes lost 
or driven hundreds of miles away to other islands. 
In these storms the wind is frequently obaerv^d to 
change almost immediately from one point to its 
oppositH ; and in the same group of islands, trees 
have fallen, during the same gale, some to the 
south and others to the tiortli. Tliey are local in 

their effects^ and fall chiefly upon Ilapai and 



Yavao; if the fury of the storm be felt at Vavao, 
Tonga genenUly escapes, and eiw emd; but 
Hapai is more or less the sufferer in both cases, 
situated as it is between the two places. A very 
severe liurrieaue was felt at Lefooka, Hapai, in 
1834. These hurricanes vary in duration fi'om 
eighteen to thirty-six hours ; after a destructive 
one, a famine generally ensues, in whieh numbers 
of the natives die : it destroys all their cntps. 
The natives give the name to tiiose which are 
most severe, " Afa higa fnji,"or the faonieanethat 
throws down the banana-trees. 

Earthquakes are frequently felt liere, though 
there is no knowledge of any deatrootive effects 
from them. 

'i'hc disea.ses of this climate ;n . infltienza, colds, 
coughs, and consumptions ; glandular swellings, 
some eruptive complaints, fevers, and some slight 
irregular intermittents are experienced ; but to 
judge from the number of old persons, longevity is 
by no means uncommon. The venereal disejase 
has not made the same devastation here as else- 
where ; probably because, as respects morals and 
virtue, these natives an the oppoeita to those of 
Tahiti. 

DesiroQS of oMabing some of their arms, im- 
plements, and other curiosities, Mr. Waldron, Mr. 
Hale, and Mr. Vanderford, went to Nukualofa to 
make purchases, taking with them a large assort- 
ment of articles for tiie fair. The difficulties to be 
encountered in making pnrehsaes of the natives !s 
scarcely to he imagined ; no small amount of 
patience is required to go through the chaffering 
that is neeesssry to seoure the artiele derired ; for 
if their price is at once acceded to, they consider 
theix- bargain is a bad one. No inducement is m(~ 
Hcient for them to part with several articles of a 
kind at once ; each must he dt^^posed of separately, 
and oniUl a like chaffering must bo gone through 
with. The natives, before they Itriii}^ articles lur 
sale, fix their miuds upon something they desire to 
obtiun, and if that is not to be had, they take their 
things away aj^ain, it matters not whether the 
article is equiviikut in value or not. Mr. Vander- 
ford, who has been here several times since 1810, 
told me " he had never found the Tonga people 
such saucy feUows.*' 

During our stay here, wc were much incom- 
moded by the musquitoes. 1 never saw them more 
troublcBMne ; and for three or four nights the 
officers and men obtained no sleep, which, added 
to tho cxccbsive heat, was overpowering, after 
the fatigues of a day spent in surveying. I never 
saw the men look as much Datigued when the day 
dawned ; some of them deolared that the nnis- 
(jultoes liad bitten through every thing but their 
boots and hats ; they even 8ou,i;iit slieher in the 
tops and crosa-treeSi, hoping tints to e<tcape the 
attacks of these tormentors ; the ship was so filled 
with them, that she was (not unaptly) likened to a 
musical-box. Their attacks bade defiance to all 
defences in the way of musquitoe-nets; night obser- 
vations became almost impraetioable In conse- 
quence of this intolerable anuoyanee, and I felt 
quite desirous for the time of our departure from 
the island to arrive. 

On the 1 st of May, our observations and sur- 
veying duties being completed, the instruments 
were embarked, and tlie boat.s hoisted in. A new 

difficulty now arose ; for I was informed that 
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the native pilots liad rrceived a message from 
tlic kinf;, forbidding tlunn to take the ships through 
the reefs ; avd although we needed their services 
but little, yet I thought it was a circumstance that 
rocjuircd some invest i^uti in. I however gave 
orders to weigh anchur ; but, while in the act 
of doing so, the Poi^ise was reported as in sight: 
I therefore awaited her joining company. She 
had been detained in consequence of light, vari- 
able winds ; had seen nothing of TMqms Itlaild, 
but had sighted Pyletart's Island. 

We ibund that the crew of the Porpdse liad 
been, as well as ourselves, .1 [Ti -r, 1 l;\ the epidemic 
influenza, snd tliat one case (tliat of David Bate- 
man the marine) was somewbat serkms; we there- 
fore received him on board fbe Vinesnnes^ for his 
better accommodation. 

In the afternoon we ran down to the andiorage, 
off Nukualofa, when the Porpoise aad Flying-Fish 
both went ashore on the reef, in oonseqnenee of the 
sun preventing it from being seen; they got off 
soon after without any damage. On anchoring, 1 
despatched an ofRoer on shore, to inquire into the 
reason of the order sent the pilots; word wan imme- 
diately returned, on the part of the kings, that they 
knew nothing of the bunnoss; and they disclaimed 
any interference with them at alL On further 
investigation, the report was found to have grown 
out of the jealousy between two pilots, Tahiti Jim 
and Isaac : the former being the favourite of King 
George, whilst the latter was attaehed to King Jo- 
siah. Isaac having come nn board first, was ac- 
I cepted as pilot; but Taluti Jim being shrewd and 
cunning, (of which we had much experience after- 
{ wards,} did not like the idea of Issso^ who^ as he 
j told me, was no pilot, reaping all Ae reward; he 
j accordingly intimated to iiim, that unless he pro- 
j mised to share the protits with hira, he should re- 
1 port him to King George; and that if he got tlie 
pliip ashore the captain would hang him. This so 
I ainrnied Isaac, that being unwilling to fall under 
I the displeasure of the king, and equally so tu divide 
his profits, concocted the story that he was ordered 
by the king not to talce the Tessel to sea. I rather 
suspected Tahiti Jim of delivering such a message; 
finding, however, since the arrival of the Porpoise, 
that there was now a prospect of profit for both, 
thev became rcf^onciled. This affair being settled, 
and having tinislied my orders for the Peacock, and 
sent tliem to the missionaries, we hove up our 
anchorsj and made sail* Before we liad got with- 
out the reef, a adt was descried, which proved to 
be the Peacock. After pacsiiur c u;^ 1:1 filiations, by 
cheering, I made signal lu anchor, winch was done, 
near Hie outer reefs, in ten fathoms water. We were 
now once tnorc together, and only a few days be- 
hind the time allotted for reaching the reejce Group, 
and beginning operations there. 

The Peacock, as we have seen, was left at Sydney 
to complete her repairs; these detained her until 
the 30t!i of March, for it was found extremely diffi- 
cult to obtain mechanics; and ail who were em- 
ployed, except two, were a lazy and drunken set: 
they all belong to the '* Trades' Union;" and to such 
an extreme is the action of this association carried, 
that they invariably snjiiiort the most worthless, [ 
and make common cause with thorn. Employes 
are completely under Asir eootroi, and there no 
TimnTif r of redress foridlencRS or bad work. If tlie 
I employer oomplainSy they all leave work, refusing 
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to do any thing more, and soon compel him to re- 
engage them through nsessrity. 

The repairs were made, as has been stated, in 
Mossman^s Cove, on the north shore of the harbour 
of Svdney, one of the many natural docks that 
nature has provided for this harbour. The ship 
was Uud aground, so as to expose her whole fore- 
foot, during the ebb tide. The damage which she 
had sustained has been before spoken of; the stem 
was literally worn to within an inch and a half of 
the ji^ood-ends. After repairing this, by scraping 
the stem and putting on a new cut-water, they made 
use of a diving np])aratus to place thoDBW brsOM^ 
and mend tlie copper that was broken. 

Although they were removed some distance 
from Sydney and its vile grog-shops, despite the ut- 
most caution to prevent the crew fi-oin procuring 1 
spirits, it was found that a plan had been formed to 
supply them witli it. In a hut near by, lived an 
iTismnan, familiarly called Paddy, who acted aa a 
kind of suttler, in sujiplying the messes of the offi- 
cers and men witli fresh bread and milk, and also 
domg the washing. Alter a fcw days it was disco- 
vered that the men were obtaining some extra 
allowance of spirits, and suspicions naturally enough 
fell on Pkddy as the cause of this irregularity, and 
its conscquflDt disturbances. Orders were there- 
fore given to search hira, on his next visit to the 
ship; this fully confirmed the suspicion, and his 
presence on board was at once interdicted. 

Paddy had no idea of being thus drfeatsd ha 
reaping his harvest from the ship's company; he 
therefore enlisted in his service a man, if ^tossible, 
of a worse character than himself, whom he kept 
constantly supplied with rum, brandy, and gin from 
Sydney, and made it known to tlie crew that he was 
ready to furnish his former customers. The men 
soon managed, under various pretexts, to visit his 
hut, and supply themselves aft the expense of thdr 
clothing, or some other equivalent This new 
arrangement succeeded for a time, but was at 
length detected, and the nuisance wholly stopped; 
steps were also taken for the punishment of the 
offenders, by making a complaint against them, 
which caused the ajiprehension of Paddy and his 
partner, and he was required to pay a fine of 30^1, 
or be impridoned tar six manths. 

Paddy was not the only annoyance they had to 
encounter. Another was the poisonous snakes that 
infest the secluded nooks of jlossman's Bay, num- 
bers of wiueh were daily sem near the ship; among 
them was one vesemblhig the diamond-snake, of a 

light silvery colour, about eighteen inclics in 
length, and as thick as tlte little linger : these are 
very numerous, and it is very deeirable to avoid 
coming in contnet with them, for tlieir bite has 
often proved fatal. Instancoi; are known in Sydney 
of persons who have been bitten, and have died 
in a few iiourSb An eminent physician of Svdney, 
on being asked the treatment in ease of a bfte, re- 
plied : "to bandriL't' iIh" affected part as S4jon as 
possible, cut it out, and as bohu as preparations can 
be made, amputate the limb 1" These venomous 
snakes frequently crawl into houses ncnr the 
woods, and iieisons have been bitten whilst sitting 
[ at their duors in the evening. A lady, living on 
(he north shore, near the residence of the Ameri- 
can eonsnl, was sitting playing on the piano, when 
hearing some rustlnic: 1 l isc, suddenly I j ked around, 

and discovered a diatuond-snake ouly a short dis- 
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tance from her ; she screamed aloud, aud jumped 
on tiw music-stool; a servant soon came to the 
rescue, and ktUed the intruder. Instances occur 
repeatedly of tliew nukes infesting the houses, 
and HO conininn are they, that if a person is Btuiip;, 
it is at oQce supposed to be by a snake. The ef- 
fects of-the bite, if not &tal, are said to produee 
partial htindness. 

Ou the 30th of March they left Sydney, and 
passed the Heads of Port Jnckson on the same 
afternoon. They had at iixst light winds, and made 
but little progress. When lubnut seventy miles 
from the coast, in latitude 331" S., thr-y experi- 
enced a change of four de^cca in ilie temperature 
of the sea; and on tho 3rd of April, they found 
they had been set thirty miles to the southward 
during the day. On tho dth, the temperature 
again fell to T^, with an essteriv current. Several 
J^gliah vessels were seen cruisingfor whales in 
latttude 28" S., longitude 157* K The whsds eon- 
tinued contrary and light. On the nth, in longitude 
159' 43' E., latitude 26' S., an opportunity oc- 
curred for trying the dcop-.sea temperature. At 
eight hundred and thirty fathoms below the sur- 
face, the temperature had decreased to 46% that of 
the surface being 76°; and tin i n n lu was fiimid 
setting east-by^Bouth half a mile per hour. 

The current was now found setting to the aonth- 
south-west, at the rate of half a mile per hour. 

On the 18th they again attempted to get a deep- 
sea esat^ and had nineteen hundred fathoms of 
line out; in hauling in the hue it parted, and 
nearly seventeen hundred fathoms of it were lost, 
besides the only self-registering thenncmieter we 
had left in tlie squadron, which put a stop to our 
» experiments. Tiiey bad now sevsnd days of light 
variable winds, with oceasionul rain and much 
lightning and thunder. The island of Eooa was 
made on tho 30th of April, and on the Ht of M:iy 
thoy passed through the iceb and joined the 
H^uadi'ou. 

Tho present King Josiah is one of the sons of 
Mumui, who was r^gning in Cook's time. Three 
of King Jnshh's brothers Have preceded hhn as 

rulers of Toiipa : these were Togo Alio, Tubou 
Toa, and TuIk>u Maloki. Tlie first re!«^ied but a 
short time, being put to death by Tubuu Niiilia, a 
brother of the celebrated Finau. Tubou Ninha 
was afterwards murdered by Tuljou Toa, who 
reigned uver the Hapai Islands, Tubou Maloki 
receiving the title of King of Tonga, or rather Tui 
Kanakaboto, or Lord of KanakalMlo, while that of 
Vavao was governed by the j oungor Finnu,adnpteil 
son of Finau UluUalatu. Tliis was tho state of the 
island at the time of Mariner's, or Togi Uummea's 
visit. A few niontits after his departure, Finau 
died a natural death, and was succeeded by his 
uncle, Finau Fee^ee, havinj;; Toa Omoo to assist 
him. Finau Feejee was murdered by Hala Apia- 
pia, who succeeded him; but his ambition of ob- 
tainiup; kingly power was not long Rjitisfied, before 
he wm put to death by Paunga, a high chief. The 
son of Finau Ulukalaltt, named Tuabiji, succeeded} 
but died within a few years, and did not bear a 
good character. His dominions were immediately 
seized upon by Taufaahau, the pnsent Iving 
George, then king of Uapai, the son of Tubou 
Tua, and grandson of Munnri; and there is now a 
prospect of his becoming king of the whole group. 
The Tui KanakabolO| Tubou Maloki, was suc- 



ceeded by the present King Josiah, or Tubou. 
Befwe the death of Tubou Maloki, Iiis power had 
become very limited, Tonga itself being distracted 
by many civil broils; neither has his successor, 
King Josiah, more energy*. His domain may now 
be said to be cu'cumseribed to the town of Nukua- 
lofa; and if it had not been for the timely idd of 
Taufaahau, he wn-dd in all probability ore now 
have been driven fi-om his khigdom. Tite son of 
Tubou Maloki, Mumul^ before Hpoken of, is most 
thought of as his soooessor, though against such a 
power All competitor as King George he does not 
stand much chance. 

Since leaving the island, in the month of Au- 
gust, whilBt employed hi the neighbouring group 
(the I''eejee), we learned that tho war in Tonga 
liad terminated very differently fruui what had 
been anticipated, — in tho complete rout of the 
Christian party. King Geoise aud all his mrriora 
being compelled to flj Ae niand. On the arrival 
of Captain Croker, of H.I5.M. sloop F.m i ris , he 
wannly interested himself in the advancement of 
the misBtonary cause, and determined to engage in 
negotiations with the heathen; but finding that 
many difficulties impeded his plans, he unfair tu- 
nately determined to bring matters at once to an 
issue, and donsnded that the terma he dictated 
should be acceded to by the heathen withhi a few 
hours. To enforce his demand, he landed a large 
part of his crew, with officers, and proceeded to 
the fortress of Bea; only an hour was given its 
defenders to decide. I am informed that it has 
since been understood that if a longer time had 
been granted, they would have acceded to his 
demand. He waa punctual to his time, and on the 
ehfefli reforing to surrender, he made an attack 
upon the fortress. On his advancing near the 
gate, he, with many of his officers and men, wore 
sliot down; the survivon sofTei-ed a total defeat, 
and were obliged to retreat f ir'hv i The hea- 
then now became the assailants, ami the Christian 
party, together with the missionaries, were forced 
to embark, and afterwards knded at Vavao; King 
George was obliged to retire, and Nnkoalofii was 
invested by the heathen. Thus ended this reli- 
gious war, aud I cannot but beli(;ve that the pre- 
cipitate zeal of the missionaries was the cause of 
so disa.strous a result. Tliat thr bmrV.rn were 
well disposed to make peace, I am well assured; a 
little patience and forbearance, and at the same 
time encouraging intercourse with their towns and 
setting tiiem a good example, would have gradu- 
ally and surely brought about the d in ' i i-lts; 
wltik to force them to become convene, was a mode 
of proceeding calculated only to exdto their en- 
mity and opposition. 

The night previous to our sailing. May 3rd, two 
of the Fccjc(^ women w ho had been smuggled from 
Vavao by Captain Wilsoui paddled off in a canoe 
to the Peacock, entreating to be recdved on board 
and conveyed to their own covmtry, and with the 
view (jf securing their object, it was found tliey 
had thrown away their paddles. The request waa 
denied, and Captain Hudson had new ones at once 
made for them ; they were compelled to enter their 
canoe again, and jiaddled off. They then visited 
Uie tender Flying- Fish, and in order to prevent 
thefar being turned off in the same way, thoy set 
their canoe adrift. As it waa late at night, thoy 
were retained on board, and sent to the Vincennes 
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early in the mnminK. WdU understanding, from 

the interview I liaJ with King Goor^'o in rdatiun to 
The Currency hum, liis feelings on the suhjfrt, (for 
Uie Abduction of tlicso vny women from tlie island 
of Yavao had been the cause uf the difficulty,) I 
immediately ordered them to be landed. I did 
tliis because I ^vas not wiliiii<^ to }ia\ c an apju-ar- 
ance of inooosisteDcy in the minds of Uiese natives, 
in first blaming condnet I ihought nnwamntable 
in Captain Wilson, and then doing the same act 
myself. Had I taken any otlier coiu'se, it would 
no doubt have provoked aggression upon the first 
American vcsrpI that visited any of the ports of 
tliiu group. My commiseration and that of many 
of the officers was excited at the sight of thv^v 
poor defenceless creatores, who were desirous to 
return to thdr natire island, and who had made 
8uch strenuous ofTurta to accomplish their wishes; 
but my public duty was too well defined for me to 
allow their tears and entieatias to prevail over 
higher considerations. 

The intercourse between the Fecjee and Tonga 
islanders, has been of late Acars frequent; the 
latter are moro inclined to leave their homes than 
the former, and when a Tongese has once visited 
the Feejee Group and returns s.afely, he is looked 
upon as a traveller. In Tonga they consider and 
look up to the Feejee islanders as more polished, 
and their opinions are Ttewed with much respect; 
this one not only observes in their conversation, 
but they show it in aduptlnij their manners and 
eustfuns, and the attention and deference they pay 
to the opinions of tiiose who have visited or belong 
to that group; from them they obtain their canoes, 
and have learned the art of sailing and navigating 
them ; and Ikram the situation of Ibriv idands, 
being more exposed to a rough oosan, tiisgr are 
probably now better and more adventorons navi- 
gatoi-s. Tliis intercourse Is kept up inove particu- 
hirly with the eastern islands of the Feejees: at 
LalnndAwefbwidaaaDyof ibeniM^ing. When 



Coolc vwited fhis group, little was known of the 

Feejees. Thirty years afterwards, during the time 
Mariner resided on the Tonga l&lands, the inter- 
course and infonnation had become greater and 
mr>TP accurate; and at the period of our visit, we 
hear<l of nxany things that were passing in that 
group as familiar topics; and we found among them 
many Tongese who were enjoying the hospitali^ 
of thdr western ndghboors. The prevising winds 
are in favmir of the inte rcourse on the side of the 
Tongese, which may in some measure account for 
it; and the favour with which they have always 
been received, and tlie fluttering accounts thoi^e 
who returned have given of their reception, may 
in some measure account for the desire they 
always fvince to pay the Feejee Group a visit. In 
a very few years, through the intereonrse that will 
be brought about by tlie niissionari'". t'lr ri will be 
as much |>asi3ing to and fro i>etween liiem, as there 
is now among the several isianda of either group, 
which will have a great tendenoj to advance the 
civilization of both. 

Previous to my departure, a sailor by the name 
of Tom Granby desired to have a passage to the 
Feejees, and although I enterlainea always much 
suspicion of the vagabonds who frequent the dif- 
ferent islands, Tom's countenance was so very 
prepossessing, and his modesty as to his capabilities 
as a pilot such as to satisfy me that he was not one 
of the runawaj-s or convicts; he was, besfdi*, as ho 
informed mt>, a resident of the island of Ovolau. 1 
had already made up my mind that this island 
should be the first place the squadron sliould go 
to, on account of its central position, ivhich, if the 
harbour piMved convenient, offered tlie best point 
whence to superintend the duties and to fix my 
observatory at; Tom was therefore taken on board, 
and remained with us during the whole time we 
were in the Fecjee Group, and I was well satisfied 
with him ; in shorty he did not belie his counte- 
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At daylight on the 4th of May, 1840, the squadron 
got under way from tlie harbour of Nukualufa, and 
passing without the reefs through a narrow passage, 
saf< ly bore off to Che westmird under all sail, 
havinf^ the wind from east-north -cast. At meridian 
we had the islands of Uonga Tonga and lionga 
Hapai to th« notdiof ns; than aM both high, and 



are distant from Tonga twenty-seven miles. On 
the 6th we had a sight of Turtle Island, and deter- 
mined it to be in hmffitode 178° 33* W.» hititude 
igP 48^ S.*; ii has uie appearance of a small 

• Subsequent observations bj- the Porpoise, place U in 
longilote IW »r W W., Istltnds ir> M* t. 
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twuidod knolL The wiod was blowing fresh from 
dw aonth-sut, mi after dark I d^erniined to 

heave-to to await daylight, off the gnutli rn atiJ 
eaatem islaads of the Feejee Group; thta doue 
in order to Ml tlie PotpoiBe at her worL Since 
leaving Tonga, we have found nloera prevaleut 
among oar men, from the bites they had received; 
ilu v u eru inflammatory and difficult (<> cure, pre- 
vail lug am oug those apparently most heal thy. J ust 
at dawn we made an island, and at the same time a 
larpe sandbank, ab^tit half a milr from ua; hnd 
daikiiess continued half au hour longer, we should 
have probably been wreeked upon the latter, as I 
did not believe mndt within five mile* of U. Our 
nneiqieetod vfehiity to it was ontted by a strong 
current to the n i tliward. 

At 6 we began our observations, and at eight 
I made signal to the Porpoise to part ctitnpany. 

We contmued our course with the Peaooclc and 
Flying-Fish in company. I had compiled a chart 
of the comparatively unknow n sea ^v^• w cro about to 
traverse; but the weather was threatening, and 
from Ae apednMi wo had bad fai tiio moniiiig of 
ila dangers, I thought it would be prudent to haul 
off, which I did, at 2 p.m. At five, land was re- 
ported ahead, and on tho lee bow; it proved to be 
the ialand of Totoia, which I now fooiul was tburfr|r 
miles out of the position assigned it by finrmer mm- 
gators. I at once cam e to the dcterniiri.iti n of 
nmning into the group, fet'luig assured wc siiould 
tiMis save much time, and probably find smoother 
water; the dangers harl f f> encounter hi » ither 
way were about equal, it waa now blowiiig a ireah 
gale, which obliged us to take three reefs in the top- 
sails; it is by no means a pleasant business to be 
nmning over vnlcnown gnnmd, in a dark night, 
before a brisk gale, at the rate nf seven or eight 
miles an hour. The sea was unusually {iho»pho- 
rescent, and the night was disagreeable with rain 
andmist'i. Tiie Peacock and Flying- Fish followed 
us. The mnrning proved fine, and at daylight we 
were within a sliort distanct' of the Horsershoo 
Reef| uuknuwa to any of us but Tom, who thought 
we most be at least twenty miles from it. . We 
found ourselves in the mi dst of a number of beauti- 
ful islands, viz.* Guro, Vanua-levu,and Somu-somu 
on our right; Nairai, Anabatiki, and Matuku, on 
the left; whilbt Ovolau, Wakaia, and M'timo^i, 
were in front ; they wwsall girt by white encircling 
Tvefs ?o ]'< lutiful was then- aapect, thnt I (nilil 
scarcely bring my mind to the realizing sense uf the 
weU-known fact, that they were die abode of a 
savage, feeoeiott^ and tNadieroaa race of canni- 
bals. 

Each island had its own peculiar beauty, but the 
eye as well as mind felt more satisfaction in resting 
upon Ovelan, wbieh as we approadwd, had mere 
of the appearance of civilization about it than the 
others; it is also the highest, most broken, and most 
picturesque. In consequence of light winds, we 
did not succeed in reaching the harbour of Levuka 
that evenin;^, and passed the night onder way, be- 
tween Ov'.il.Lii riiid W:ik,iir\. At dnyli::;hton the 8th 
of May, we were off the port, aiid made all sail for 
it. At nine o'clock, being off the entrance, I took 
tha preeamtion, as tliA farseie waaUght, to hoist the 

♦ In the orthoftraphy of t'"* namts of the Feejee Group, 
I bave followed the proaunciatJon, and not tbe true coo- 
I oTfht Imguige. 



boats oat (having to pass tiirongh a passage oqK 
eight honored feet in widthV and sent them ahead 

If) tow. At f.rst it is not a little alarniiiig to apprttach 
these eutranceH with a light wind, and often with a 
strong current setting ui or out; the ship rolling 
and tossing with the swell as she nears the reefs, 
the deep-blue water of the ocean curling into 
white foam on them, with no Imtt m until tlie en- 
trance is gained, when a beautiful and tranquil 
tMsin opens to the view. 

The rcmarkalilc p^puHnrity of titese coral har- 
bours, if ao I m&y cnll them, is that in gaining 
them, it is but an in^tnat from the time the sea 
is left nntil seeurity is found equal to that of an 
artifidal dock ; thia is partieatairly the ease with 
theharlioiir nf Levuka. Th>' .nJinre was lined with 
natives, waiclung our progress with their usual 
curiosity; and it waa amnsmg to hear the shouts of 
applause that emanated from the crowds on slmr^, 
when they witnessed the men, dreAsed all in white, 
running up the rigging to furl the sails. 

In passing to the anchorage, we saw a tiny boat, 
in wbidh waa David Whippy, one of the principal 
white residents here, witii one of his naked children. 
This man ran away from a ship, commanded by 
his bfOttHry that was trading in this gix>up, in 
eoDBsqnaiMo of the iU-treatment he received on 
board ; be now has been eighteen y^urs on Utis 
isLiii i, raid is the principal man among the w] It s. 
He is conKider« d a royal messenger, or Maticiim 
Auibau, and is much kioked up to by the ehielb. 
He speaks their Innrruage well ; ia a itnnh nt trust- 
worthy pei-sou, and understands the character of 
the natives perfectly : his worth and excellent 
character X liad long heard of". He immediately 
came on board to welcome ns, and after we bad 
an eh lire 1 nrnrthe town, lie brought off Tui T>eviika, 
the chief of tlie Levuka town. This digniUiry was 
a stout, well-made man, strong and athletic, en- 
tirely naked, with the exception of a scanty maro, 
with long ends of white tnpa hanging down before 
and behind, and a turban of white floeoy tapa, not 
unlike tiseue-paper, around his head, of enormous 
dae. TliMO tnrbans designate the eliiefk, and 
frequently have a small wreath of flowers over 
tliem. His face was a shining black, having been 
painted for the occasion; hb conntonance liad a 
good expression, and ha assmed, after a few 
moments, to be quite at bis ease. As is enstomnry, 
I at once pavr liim a present of two whale's teeth 
and two fathoms of red cotton cloth, with which he 
was well satisfied, clapping his hands several times, 
whieh is their mode of expressing thanks. His 
blur was crisped, with a small whalebone stick or 
needle, twelve or f ui i n inches in length. Stuck 
into it on one side ; he did not leave me long in 
doidrt aa to the use to which the latter is put, for 
it was continually in requisition to scratch his 
head, the veruiiu being not a little troubkaome. 
He was very desirous of doin^ every thing for me, 
and said that any ground I wished to oceopy, waa 
at the service of the eonntrymen of his mend 
Whippy. 

Ovolau is the principal residence of the white 
men in the group, to whose general deportment 
and good conduct I nuwt bcw testimony; I nut 
with none better disposed throughout the voyage 

* He has, tlnee our return, been appotnced vice ooosul 
r«ff the FMjfs Oioop. 

O 
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ihsn wore found there. 1 at onee ennged them 
to become our la te r pf e tew dwing tM tiiM w» 

'^taycil, which afforded n'^ many adVAHftafM in 
commuoicating with the natives. 

Aboat three hoore after the ViMMHlM MldiaMd, 
the Peacock entered ; but there was no news or 
sign of the Flying-Fish, nor had she been seen 
while the Peac* * k was in the oSing. 1 felt much 
WMMMiiMM about her, more so on aceount of the 
ioeKpeirieDoed officer who h$A her in temporary 
charge. 

I directed the chief, Tui Levuka, to send a 
message immediately to AmbaQi to faiform King 
I^oa of my arrival, and deatre hhn to Tiait me. 
This was at once assuming authority OTcr him, 
, an ] after the fashion (as I imdcrst- o !') of the 
country ; but it was doubted by some whetlier he 
would come, as he was old, aiM » powerful chief. 
T thought the cxpcrimpnt was worth trying, as, in 
case he obeyed, it would be considered that he 
acknowledged me as his superior, which I thought 
might be ^neftcial in ease of any diffieal^ oecur- 
ring during our aiay; I bdKvnd, moNOVW, tlMt it 
would add greatly to Am VMpaet wUdi the mtifw 
would hold us in. 

The town of Levuka contains about forty houses; 
it is situated on the east side of the island of Oto- 
lau, in a quiet and peaceful valley, snrrounded by a 
dense grovo o» cocoa-nut nnd bread fruit tre«-8, 
with a fine stream of fresh and pure water running 
tiiroogh it to tho be*di; high, broken, volcanic 
pcAks rise to the west, forming tlic ^nckgroiind. 

The frames of the houses are buiit of the bread- 
fruit tree^ Mid are filled in with reeds, whilst the 
roof is oofOMcl with a tluitch of tlio wild •agar' 
cane. TiMy iM nnally oblong in shape, and froan 
twenty to twottty-iro SMt in loogth by fifteon in 

I breadth. 

The moot eouqiieiioaa and remarkable structure 

is the bure, or spirit-house, which is built on a 
raised nnd walled mound : lits proportions are 
exceedingly uncoutli, being nearly twice as high as 
it is broad at ita base, and forming a aingular, 
ibarp-peaked roof ; tiio piece of timlmr oerring for 
the ridge-pole, projects three or four feet at each 
end, is covered with numbers of white ehella 
(ovula cyprsea), and hna two long poles or spears 
eroasing it at right anglea. At Uio tonnination of 
the thatelring, the roofh of all the bomcfl are about 
afoot thick, and project ( ii'lit en inches or tv,' f i t, 
forming eaves, which secure them from the wet. 
For the moot part thogr tutve two doors, and a fire- 
place in the centre, composed of a few stones. The 
furniture couHists of a few boxes, mats, several 
large clay jars, and many drinking vessels, the 
mannfaetare of pottery bein^^ extensively carried 
oil tliflin. The sleeping- place is generally 
screened off, and raised Abont A loot ^OTO tllO 
other part of the floor. 

Having settled definitively the mode of operation 
I inteDdMl to punue in aorvejiiV ^ 8'o*i^P> I 
daiirolM of fixing some of tiio main points in my 
own mind, as well as in that of the officer-, utmI 
therefore ordered a large party from each ship to bo 
prepared to aooooipany mo on the following mom- 
mg, to one of the high peaks of the island, called 
Andulong, taking with us the barometers, &c., for 
measuring its altitude. I likewise issued an order, 
durecting ofificera who left the ship for any purpose 
to bo anned { bdng wail aatiifiea that «raty pm- 



oantkm ought to be taken^ in order to prarent mar- 
prioo in any eliape ; I ano knpreaaed upon tiie 

necessify of circnmspection, and of keepir;' th< m- 
selves uii ihtrir guard, whidj, as I learnt from the 
few incidents r&tod to mo Whippy and others, 
was highly necessary ; orders were adso given to 
prepare the boats of both ships for surveying 
duties. 

I understood that about forty whites had taken 
up their residence here } hat wo onlyfioand twdre, 

who were all married to nattw WOliMlly Mid gpD^ 

rally had large families. 

We found lying at anchor here a small sloop, 
about the aiao of a long>boat, called ** Who'd have 
thought it P* a tend«F to the abip Leonidns, Cap* 
tain Eagleston, who was at another island curing 
the biche-de-mar ; she was in charge of his first 
officer, Mr. Winn, who had been about trading fbr 
tortoise-shell at the different islands. He reported 
to me that one of his men had been enticed from 
the boat, and had been murdered, and probably 
eaten : this waa said to have occurred near Mu> 
tbnala, on the north lido of Vanna-levn. It ap- 
peared that Mr. Winn, with only four or five nun, 
had been trading in this small boat, for vessel she 
could not bo called, around the group ; they had 
with tliem namali akiff or punt, capable of holding 
only one num. In this one of the crew had been 
sent on shore, for flie purj i>,t^ i f ascertaining 
whether tlie natives iiad any thing to dispoee of. 
On hia hmdinf, bo was led up from the lieneb, 
and never returned. Tl is incident claimed our 
attention afterwax^ and our proceedings in re- 
Ution to It will bo BftAun. of in tiMir proper 
place. 

On tbo nunming of the 0th, iSio weather proved 

fine, and at lialf-past seveii wo nil w<:i]t en sliore 
with our instruments. Orders were left with the 
ship to hre guns, on a signal being given flpom tbo 
top of Andulong. I put up both of the barometers, 
and made several comparisons, and then left one 
under charge of an otticer to make half-hourly 
observations. We set off for tbo peak of Andu- 
long, apparently bat a abort hoor^ walk. Our 
party consisted of about twenty-five officers and 
the naturalists, alt intent upon their different 
branches of duty. Being entirely nnnsed to so 
fatiguing a olimb» iomft gavo up^ and were obliged 
to return; tbo Mrongett of ns found no little exer- 
tion necessjii^ to overcome the difficulties which 
beset our path : evety now and then a perpendi- 
cular rise of Afltoen or twenty liMtwas to be as- 
cended, then a narrow ridge to be crossed, and again 
a descent into a deep ravine; the whole was clothed 
with vinee at intervals, and the walking was very 
preearioiMy firom tlio nnmben of root* and aii^ypefy 
mnd we oneonntered ; water oontinaaily babbled 
across our path from numerous rill^ t!i:\t v tro 
hurrying headlong down the ravines. The la^t part 
of the ascent waa sharp and steep, liaving preci- 
pices of several hundreds of feet on each side of 
us. On passing up the path, I saw our native 
guides each pull a leaf wli* a they came to a spo^ 
and throw it down ; on inquiry, Whippy told mo 
it waa tbo pbMse where a man iaA boon oinbbed ; 
this was conwdered as an ofTering of reep^^ct to 
him, and, if not performed, tliey have a notion 
they will socn be killed themselves. Judging firom 
the number of places in which theoo atononento 
woM made, many vietins bav* tafllMmd in All 
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wtty. Hie Mth we followed over the mountaiu 
was the high road to the interior tuwna, and the 

inliabitanta of these mountains have the character 
among the oannibal population of the coast, of 
being very aavage I Jost before nooa, we readied 
the top of Andulong, and Bnrrp<>r!ed in getting the 
meridian altitude. Tlie scene that now presented 
itself was truly beautifiil ; the picturesque valleys 
of the ialand of Ovobut lay in fiiU view beneath us, 
exhibiting here imd tliere epole of eultivatad 
gi-ciinii?, witli rrrovra of cnctia-nuts and bread-fruit; 
Ute towns perched upon apparently inaccessible 
spots, overlooking thoir Hmall domains; the several 
peaks rising around, all cut and broken in the most 
grotesque forms, only one of which, that of Dilie- 
ovolau, overtopped the one on which we were, 
being about two hundred feet higher ; around as 
in tlM iNstanoe, we had the various Mands of the 
croup, and the fantastic needle-shaped peaks of 
Vanua-levu were distinctly seen, although at the 
distance of sixty miles. The detached reefs could 
bo tnoed far mileey bj tito water bresJnng on them, 
nntH iStuf were lost in the hsxe. The squadron 
lay quietly beneath us, and every danger that could 
in any way affect the safety of a vessel was as dis- 
tinetlj marhed as thougli it had besn already put 
upon our charts. Eacli officer was now directed 
to observe a series of angles between all the points, 
peaks, and islands, and to enter the names of tbem: 
these were obtained thzongh the infeerfveters. The 
barometer was set up, and eb s e r»a tiwMi made. The 
signal was now given, iipnn which ginis were fired 
from the vessel, while wo noted the time that 
•la|>sed between seeing the flash and hearing tlie 
sound. The angles of depression were also taken 
of all objects. The results of these diflbrent 
methods gave the nltitudo of Aodulong tWO tlMU- 
eaud and seventy feet. 

We renuuned on Ao suuunit until near sonaet, 
and obtained much knowledge relative to th ■ 
situation of all the islands and reefs that lay 
I around us, whieh I found ef mnoh asrviM in the 
pr^ress of our work. 

Dttring oar stay on Andulong, a native oame np, 
who appeared to be under tli*: Infl i<.n e ■ of great 
fear; bo reported that one of the otiicers had fallen 
down, and that something was the matter with 
him. On being asked why be left him, he told us 
that the chief had said G — d d — n, and that he 
was rifraid that he would kill him. Lieutenant 
Emmons went down with him, and after a short 
desoeni^ ho found Mr. Eld lying quite oadnanatsd 
near the path, and it was with difflool^ be was 
enabled to i-each the town. 

The descent proved more toilaomo and dsnger- 
OUS than the ascent; the slipporineas of the path 
fiwqueutly brought us hi eontaet with sharp roeks. 

I have seMiiiii w i : ih_'"T'-il a partv 80 helpless as 

uur^7 appeared, in comparison with the natives and 
white rendsnts, who ran over the roeks lilte goats. 
Darkness overtook us before we reached the town; 
many of the natives, however, brought torches of 
dried cocoa-tiut leaves to light us on our way, and 
we reached our reepeetive ships without accident, 
though modi fatiguod. Many new specimens were 

adtled to nur pollections, and I believe all felt gra- 
titied in having had au opportunity of viewing oom 
so elevated a point tUa l^yrinth of islaada, rssft^ 
and sunken shoals. 
' TbaUaiid «f Ondatt is ei^l nilea fat length. 



north and south, by seven in breadth, east and 
west; it is of volcanic formation, and its rocks are 
conijM si (I of a conglomerate or pudding-stone; it is 
high and rugged throughout. The valleys extend 
only a short «Sstanee Into the interior, and leave 
but little level ground; they are, however, ex. 
ccediugly fertile, with a deep and rich i»uil, and 
are well cultivated. Its harbours are all formed 
by the reefs, and were it not for these, there would 
be but few in the group; tliat of Levuka is safe, 

has good holding-ground, and is easy of acr< 

On the 10th, the Flying-Fish was ^lill missing. 

Feeli.ig satisfied tliat Ovolau was the most suit- 
able place for my purpoee, I selected a site for my 
observatory on a projecting insulated point, about 
thirty feet above the beach, ou which was sufli- 
cient room to ac«)mmodate our tents and houseSk 
I also obtdaed a fcw aerea of ground from dw 
chief, for the purpose of planting a garden, which 
was well fenced in, and placed under the direction 
of our horticulturist, Mr. Bradtenridge. 

On the 11th, the instruments^ tants* fte.) wws 
landed and put up. The surprise of tiie nativea 
was extremely great to find a village or town, as 
they called it, erected in a few hours, and every 
thing in orders the guards on poet to prevent all 
intrusion most excited thpit- curiosity. 

All tho necessaiv arrangements having been 
made, the launch and first cutter of the Viiicennes, 
under Lieutenants Alden, JCnox, Midshipman 
Heur>', and Assbtant-Sargeon Whittle, were de> 
spatclied to survey the north shore of Viti-Icvu; 
the launch and first cutter of the Peacock, under 
Lieutenant Emmons, Passed- Midshipman Blunt, 
and Mr. Dyes, to examine and survey the south 
shore, visiting Viwa, Ambau, and Rcwa, the mi»- 
sionar)' posts: Chaphiin Elliott was of the latter 
party, that he might he enabled to gather informa- 
ti«in from these establishments; imuts, who acted 

iiifrrprcters, were sent with both. Orders, uf 
wiiicii the following is an extract, were issued to 
the officers in writing, in vslation to the natives, 
p<nntiog out to them the aaeessity <tf watchful- 
ness. 

" You will observe the followln^'^ iiHtruetions 
very parlicuUu4y, and in no case depart from 
them, unless il la for tiio prsam'faliea of your 
party. 

1st You will avoid landing any where on the 
main land or idaads, unless tna latter should be 

uninhabited. 
"iod. Every precaution must be oibaerved in 

treating with these natives, and no native must be 
suffered to come alongside or near jour boats, 
without your boardiug-nettinge being up ; all 
trading most be earried on over the stem of your 
boat, and your arms and howitz«ra ready to repel 
attack. 

**Srd. You will avoid any disputes with them, 
and never l>e off your guard, or free from anq>ieian| 
Uiey are in no case to he trusted. 

** 4tl]. Your two boats must never be aepanted 
at night, but andiotad an dose toigallisr as poa> 
sible. 

** You will always keep the boats within signal 
distance of each other, separating them in cases of 
extreme necessity only for a short time." 

Tho Flying-Fish now n\ade her appearance, to 
my great relief. Her delavs had been owing to 
her having run (on the ttJi, tlie night afler the 

o2 
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pnted oomiMuiy with m), tbfoo^ <»rtilo>MHW, on 
the reef off the fahuid of Nainii, in fine moonKght, 

with the reef full in view; h' t, 'he remained some 
hniirR, having bad a narrow escape from total 
wreck ; she^ Eowever, only lost a part of her false 
keel. Lieutenant Carr, tlie ftrst-lieutenant of the 
Vinoennes, was immediately put in command of 
her. The Peacock and Flying-Fish were now 
ordered to prepare for sea with all despatch. 

I imist eonms I Mt great anxiety for the nISety 
of oar parties in tlie boats, and 1-Bued the foregoing 
orders very pai'ticularly, in order to avoid all mis- 
apprehension, and to leave as littio as possible to 
the diMsretkm of the ofBiserB who had duam of the 
boats. They were all well armed, and the boats 

Were J rn%'ided with boarding- nettings ; for I felt 
satisfied that any inattention or want of care would 
inevitably lead to the destruction, if not of the 
whole, at least some of the party : tlie accident 
that iiad recently occurred to the tender of the 
Leonidas, showed that the least degree of confi- 
dence repoeed in the natiTca was attended with 
great xiaik, and that m treacheroos a people were 
not to be trusted nnder any circumstances. A 
departure from these instructions, and an undue 
confidence, resulting frool haTing for a long time 
j escaped the many dangna eoeoontered, was» I 
I regret to say, the canse of the loss we metmth 
? before leavinij; this gr< i[>. and taught, when too 
late, the necessity of obeying strictly the orders of 
their eommaBding offiesr, whellier absent or pre- 
sent. 

On the 12th, whils^t engnged at the obseivatory, 
the canoe of Tanoa, the king of Ambau, was dis- 
covered ronnding the soatheni point of the island: 
it had a nagnifleent appearance, with its fannMnae 

sail of white mats ; the pennants streaming from 
its yard, denoted it at once as belonging to some 
great chief. It was ik fit accompaniment to the 
nukgnificent scenery around, and advanced rapidly 
and gracefully along; it was a single canoe, one hmi- 
drt'l f< < t in length, witii an outrigger of large size, 
uruamented with a great number (two thousand five 
hundred) of the eyprsea otmla sliells ; its -velocity 
wap rtJmnst tncn!\r^eivable, and every one was struck 
with tiic adroitness with which it was m.anaged 
and landed on tlic beach *. 

Tanoa disembarked, accompanied by his atten- 
dants, who are generally Tonga men, forty of whom 
had the direction and Siiiling of his i .;rji -. , Shortly 
after landing, ho was met by Mr, Vanderford, who 
had formerly been shipwreeked liere, and who had 
lived under his protection for ten montliR. Tlie 
meeting was a ctirious one : the old chief w idki d 
np to him, and stood looking, first on one side and 
then on the other, without noticing him, and pre- 
tending that he did not eee hfan ; Mr. Vanderftvd 
thf^n wp.lked up to him, clapped him on the back, 
and called him by name, when they both began 
laughing heartily. Mr. Vanderfnrd H{ioke much of 
the kindness of Tanoa to him during his residence 
among the people of Ambau : it to tme, that he 
robbed him of every thing lu* liia skin, but then 
he protected him from the /tttacks of others. 
Sliortljr aftsrwaida a large double canoe avrived, 

• I was told that Tanoa freqriently amuses himf elf, when 
sailing, by running down canoes, leaving those who belong 
to them to recover their cmmw and propnlgr the beat way 
Ihsyesn. 



entirely manned b/ Tonga jpeopki, under their two 
chiefs, Lajika and Tubou Total, who were both of 

them, with about five hundred of their followers, 
paying T&noa a visit at Ambau ; they were the 
sons of Tubou Ninha, and nephews of the cele- 
brated Finau. Tubou Totai told me that he and 
his brothers had been reading several years in tilie 
Feejees ; that they were employed building canoes 
on some at the eastern islands, and that it gene- 
rally took them seven years from the time tfiey 
left Tonga, to finish them and return, 

Tanoa t(K>k up his abode in the mbure, or coun- 
cil-house, which is the place where all strangors 
are entertained. Here he seated himself^ with liis 
principal attendants aliout bim, when his orator, 
or prime minister, made a compliiiK utai y nratinn, 
at the end of which a clapping ot hands took place; 
to this oration one of the principal townspeople 
replied. This is the usual mode of conducting the 
ceremony : the guest, the moment he arrives, gives 
a condensed account of all lii'^ doings since they last 
saw each other, ending with many compliments; to 
wMeh flie boat replies in equally flattering term% 
wishing him all kinds of happiness and prosperity. 
This ceremony lieing over, Tanoa despatched David 
Whippy on boaixi to inform me of his arrival, when 
I immediately sent Lieutenant Carr to call upon 
him and inform him that my boat would be at the 
shore in tlie morning for him. Food was then 
brought by the Levukians, according to their native 
custom: it consisted oftwo large battets containing 
each a roasted pig, yams, taro, bread-fruit, &c., 
which were placed before the company ; this present 
was accompanied by another speech, to which the 
prime minister again replied; then came dapping 
of liands, and tlie iiMBt ended with ava drinking. 

On the following morning, when the 1 .it landed, 
the three chiefs were waiting on the beacli, and all 
came on board, tta burge cauoe following Um boat; 
every thing was prepared to give them a most 
marked reception, excepting the salute. Tanoa was 
the first to mount the side of the ship, where I was 
ready to receive him. with tlie officers at the gang- 
way. When he rsanied the deck, he waaeritKntly 
much astonished, pnrtipulnrly whrn he saw the i 
marines, with their nmskets, prescntmg arms, and 
so many officers. The novel sight, to him, of my 
laxve Mewfonndhmd dO!|^ Sy^iy, who did not alto- 
gether like the sable appearance of his majesty, the 
noi <:f rlip (Ji iim and boatswain's pipe, combined 
to cause him some alarm, and he evinced a disposi- 
tion to retire^ kee[nng himself close to the sliip's 
wde. He was, after the fashion of his group, al- 
most naked, having a small maro passed around his 
loins, with long ends to it, and a large turban of 
tapa cloth in folds about his head, so as almost to 
hide the expression of his countenance; his face was 
bedaubed with oil and ivory-black, v-vve also liis 
long beard and mustaches, the uatunil iiue of which 
I understood was quite gray. From Ids begrimed 
look he has obtained the sobriquet of « Old Suuff," 
among the wbitee; be is about rixty-iive years old, 
tall, sTendr r, tiud rather bent by age; on his breast, 
hanging from his neck, he wore an ornament made 
of iiM>weiH>f pearl, tortoise-^hell, and ifvry, net 
very neatly put together, and as large as a dinner- 
plate (called diva odina) ; on his arms he had shell 
armlets (called ygat«), made of the in clins shrll, 
by grinding them down to the form of rings; his 
oountsnanea was indiealiva of inteiligsBoa and ■ 
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shrewdnem, as far as it could be seen; his mind is 
8aid to be quite active; he is about five feet ten 
inchf"? in height, and of smaU fniine; his features 
are rather inclined to the European mould, and not 
the least allied to the negro; his hair is crispy; he 
speaks through his nose, or rather as if he had lost 
his palate ; fm body is, like thftt of all bis people, 
remarkably hairj'. After presenting him to the 
officers, and receiving the rest of his suite, I led 
Mm to the after piurt of the deck, where mats 
wore lud down, and wo all seated ourselves to 
hold a council; for T was anxious to finish first the 
business for which I had particularly sought the 
interview ; this was to procure the adoption of 
rules and Tegulationo for the intercourse with 
frtrf-itni vr^seli, similar to those cstablishrrl in the 
Sanioau (jiuup the year preceding. David W hippy 
became my interpreter, but Tanoa had too much 
digni^ about him to receive the intapmtation 
thSoogh Whippy alone, aUhoufrh be undentood ell 
thAt he s^d perfectly, f i' Whippy speaks their 
language well ; but he had his " speech-explaining 
counsellor," Ifalani-TAnua Vakanduna, or prime 
minister, who was a remarkably good-lookin<r, in- 
telligent man. Whippy gave his name as Koro- 
tiimvavnlu, and said that he had gi-eat influence 
with the king. It was amuwng to see their mode 
of oondnetinf the Innlnefls, and to nnderstand thai 

Tanrta's dij^ity would be offended by holding dis- 
course with our friend Whippy as interpreter ; 
not, however, (as it was explained to me by Tubou 
Totai,) from any objection ne had to Whippy, but 
it would be derogatory to his rank and station. 

On the production of tiie rules and regulations, 
Tauoa seemed rather confused, and at first ap- 
peared dull and stupid; this I imputed to hb mn 
drinking, in which they had all indulged to excess 
the night before. He did not seem to comprehend 
the object of them, or as the interpreter expressed 
itk *<eoiiId not take the idea." This is not to be 
wondered at, when it li considered that this waa 
the first act of the kind he had been callr>^ npnn to 
do. Tubou Totai being a traveller of some note, 
ceadily understood die& HHMBing, and through his 
explanations Tanoa soon comprehended the object, 
and listened with attention (his whole mite sitting 
around) to the reading of them, sentence by sen 
ten^i after which he made signs of understanding 
them, and gave his approval and consent to 
having them c^trihiishcd, nnd the next day signed 
them, by making his marli. That whicli he waa 
to keep I had rolled up and put into a bright 
round tin oaa^ whieh he aeoned to xegud with 
great pride. 

Akhough I did not anticipate much immediate 
good from these regulations, yet I was well satisfied 
Uiey would be of use in vestnuning the natives as 
well as masters of ships, and in securing a better 
understanding between them; at any rate it was a 
beginning, an 1 w ul ! make them feel we were 
desirous of doing them justice. I talked to him 
mneb, dwonf^ the interpreter, of the necessity of 
protectin:^ the ^^!^t> =!, riTirl of punisliing those who 
molt^t and lake imm them xiwlr g( tods in case of 
shipwreck. He listened to me very patiently, and 
sai<l, " he had always done so; tiiat my advice was 
Very g>>od, hot he did not need it; that I must give 

plenty ijf it to his Sjjm SrTii, nml t;ilk hard to him; 

that be would in a short tiiue be king, and needed 
11." 



We now proceeded to show them the ship. 
Tanoa expressed great astonishment at the wheel, 

and the mnnner of steerinty our large canoe ormsn- 
of- war. I told Jiim 1 was going to order some 
guns to be fired with balls, when he immediately 
expressed hie jov at it» saying that be tboagbt 
I was oflTended with him, mm my not firing when 
he came on board. On my telling him it was not 
so, but that he must comuder it more honourable 
to him to fire balls, he was well satisfied. It was 
amusing to see tlte eurioeitv excited among them 
all, when they understood the large guns were to 
be fired. On the firing takisig jilace, they all made 
an exclamatiou of surprise and astonishment — 
followed with * dneli off the tongve in a high key, 
piitthig iheir fingers to the mouth, and patting it 
after tiie fashion of children, or oue of our own 
Indians in giving the war-whoop. Tanoa would 
not at first look at the ball fljriog akng and throw- 
ing up the water. When fOie seeond was fired, he 
uttered tin- •-:\uiv marks of surprise as the rest; 
and after the third, he begged that no more should 
be fired, as be was amply satisfied with the honour, 
and the noise almost distracted him. Av thpy 
went about the ship, when they saw any ihiug that 
pleased thrm, they would say — vi naka, vi naka. 
in expressing their sa t isfitction for many things, 
they repeat we words tI nakn aevenl ttmes very 
quickly. 

Suitable presents were now disli-ibuted to Tauoii 
and suite, consisting of shawls, axes, accordions, 
plane-irons, whales' teeth, and a Tariety of other 
articles, among which was a box of Windsor soap, 
tobacco, ii musket, wateh, &.c. These were received 
with clapping of hands, their mode of returning 
thanks. It was my intention to have had the feast 
of rice-bread and molasses on board, but I found 
their numbers so great that I determined on send- 
ing it on shore, and only treated them to some 
weak whiskej and water in lien of avn, with which 
they were nraeh pleaaed. Tlie marines were put 
tlirough their exercises, marched and counter- 
uiarched to the niuflic of the drum and fife, w hich 
delighted them extremely. After being three 
hours on board, hearing that the provisions for the 
feast had been sent on shore, they desired to 
1 i :it t, and were again lauded. The Tongese sang 
their boating as they scull^ his canoe; but this 
custom, according to Whippy, is not pVMtiBed by 
the Fcejees. 

I have scarcely seen a finer-looking set of men 
than composed the suite of Tanoa. There was a 
neat contxast between the Tongeae and Feejeee; 
flie former being light mukttoci, while the httter 
were qtiite black: their whole make seemed to point 
out a different origin. The Tougaie have small 
joints, and well-developed and rounded muscles, 
while the Feejees' limbs are large and muscular; 
the latter are slender in body, and apparently 
inured to haul fai l' an ! living. The difference in 
manner was equally great : in the Tongese there 
was a native grace, combined wiUi fine fevms, and 
an expTe==!on nnd carriage n*? if educated ; whilst 
there was an air of power and mdepeudencc in tlie 
Feejees, tliat made them claim attention. They 
at once strike one as peculiar, and unlike the 
Polynesian natives, having a great deal of activity 
both (if iiiliid and body , this may be owiji^, in a 
great measure, to their constant wars, and tlte 
neeesflity of thdr bring eonltniiaify on As aikti, to 
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prevent sui-priae. It was pieaaant to iouk upon 
the Tongese, bat Ilbtt more interest in the Feejeea ; 
the contrast wm somewhat hke that observable 
between a well-bred gentleman and a boor. 

After ihft king got on shore, th v hn l much talk 
at the mbare-house, upon ail thejr bad seen, and 
among other things, he reoiarked, "that mj men 

might be good warriors, ht]t thry walked very much 
like Muscovy ducks," a bird ot which they have 
numbers. 

Tanoa Mat me tnsd he would Uk« (o oeme and 
see thinge witlioat eeremonj, to vhieh t readily 

consented. The next Jay lie came on iKk.ird, as he 
said, to look and see for himself ; he stayed some 
hours. When he eoteied the cabin, I was pouring 
out some mercury fur my artificial horizon, of 
which I gave him several globules in his hand, 
lie coin|ilained of their being hot, and amused 
liimself for a long time in tryii^ to pinch tbero up, 
wfaieh of eowse he feund it faBpoi»le to do^ end 
ehowed some vexation on being foiled, nipping his 
fingers together with great vehemence to catcli tlie 
metal. His actions resembM tho ee ef ft monkey ; 
he kept iooiung at hi* fiogoiai end eeemed aato- 
niihea that they were not we^ end eonld not be 
Blade to uii'Ji.T-^t.-vnd Imw it ouuM wet a l-iitton, 
(which I silvered for him,) and not bis fiugcre. 
He talked a great deal of the regulations he had 
ttigned. I was desii\)U9 of knowing whether he 
fully understood them, which I found he did. I 
then a.sked liim if it would not bo better for his 
sou Sou to sign them aleo^ as be is understood to 
be the Mtiog eUef ; be aidd "no^** that hie signing 
was quite sufficient, and mftde them binding on ail 
the dependencies of Ambau. He desired me, 
when his son Sern paid me a visit, to talk hard to 
him, end give him plenty of good advice, for he 
was a young man, and frisky ; but he himself was 
old, and saw things tl;;Lt ■.vere good and bad. He 

■aid Seru would visit me in a few days, when he 
returned, as they eonld not both leave Ambaa at 

tlie same time. 

The observatory duties were now commenced, 
and Lieutenant Perry and Mr. Eld were ordered 
to aeeist me. I bad, while thus employed, ample 
time to get inlbmtttion firam Devid whippy, who 

seemed not only to have arqnired the Lmguage 
perfectly, but abo a good knowledge of the cus- 
toms, manners, and habits of the natives. 

Ovolau is divided into four districts, vis. Levuka 
on the east, Fokambou on the south-west, Barita 
on the south-east, and V.iVi L( \ uka on the north- 
west | besides these, there is the interior or moun- 
teionus region, called by the natives Livoni. 
Levuka is inlxtfl tn tlie chiefs of Ambau ; Fokam- 
b«'U and IJai-ita are i/<jaH to the same power, but 
Vaki Levuka is ygali to Levuka, whilst the moun- 
tainous regions are independent and predatory. 
The term mbeti signifies allies, or being under pro- 
tection, though not actually subject to it. Ygnli 
expresses that they are subjects, and compelled to 
pay tribute yeariy, or oUiged tn wtWy tlie d** 
mands of the chiefs, whenever made upon them. 

Tui Levuka is the principal chief of OvoUu; his 

authority extends over eight towns on the cast 
side. He is very friendly to the whites, and is 
represented by them to be a kind-hearted and 
honest rlii f : hp i": between forty and fifty ymr^ 
of age, and has a pleastug couiiteiiaoce ; he rules 
Ilia ▼lUaga with gnat popidaiity. It *- - 



digginc 

he mMt, 



to see his bewiidermctit in attending to the vaxious 
duties mi elBcee he had to perform, in providing 
the laqfe snpplies of food, consiating of yams, taro, 
&0., that were required fur our use ; be was, how- 
ever, vt ly induatriouH, and by the aid of \\']iippy, 
got through verv well, though with moch fear »nd 
tremUing, leet he should he held aewmtahto liBg 
any theft or depredations eommitted on our pro- 
perty, or accident to our men, in the varions occn- 
pations that were all going forward at the 
time^ ooneieting of wat^ng, wooding, 
gardens^ making enehMores, IniUding, as 
townn, holding markets, and trading all d,\y long 
for spears, clubs, shells, &c. ; 1m had great fesuti, 
too, of exciting the jealousy of the Ambau chhilhj 
who he judged would not like to see the advantacea 
he was reaping from our lengthened stay, which 
would naturally enough bring their difspleasure 
upon him. I found him of great use, and was in 
Ae habit of reeeiving from film ahnoot dailjjTiaita 

ut the riliuf r^ ntorv, s-i that when Whippy wn«? jit a 
kkss for any luioriiiation relative to the islands, Tui 
Levuka was always at hand to supply it. 

The rest of the island is ondor the Ambau chiefs, 
or as they express it, ygali to Amban, excepting the 
riiuuiitiLin' l is, uli ) r*re easily bnmght over to fi<;lit 
ou any side, anci are, from all accounts, true 
sav&ge.s. Tui Levuka has never been p wy e tl y 
stalled into office, although from his courage and 
talent ab a leader, he is highly respected. The 
circumstance which has prevented this ceremony 
from taking plaoa was, that the Amban ehie6i ane> 
ceeded by stratagem in getting poeaeMieil of Oretan 
about fifteen yeu^ ago, or in 1825, before which 
time it had belonged to Yerata, with which Ambaa 
was at war. The V'ernta cliiefs had been always 
in the iMbitof installing Uie chiefs, but since they 
have lost Orolau, they refuse to perform the 
rite, and the Amban chiefiB will not exercise it, 
on account of religiona dread, and the fear of of- 
fending their gods. 

Theislaiiild uf ^^'ak:^la and ^Tolitinrjni, nrar that 
of Ovolau, iuu under lui Levulta ; they have but 

few inhabitants. Tiii LvToka'a sldoak son ia tha 
chief of Wakaia. 
The town of Levuka is amdi larger than one 

would im8!.nnr> on seeing it from the water. Many 
of the houses are situated on the ude of the hill. 
Its natural position is pretty : it has a fine brook 
running through it, ecmtng from the gorge in the 
mountain, the water of which is made great use of 
for irrigating thf fan priti hen, which, with their 
yam-^pounds, claim the principal attention of the 
inhabitants: the natives constantly hatta in 
and nre rcmarknlilv clcanlv in tTicir persons j the 
evident pleasure they take in the bath is even 
shared by thoM «ho isa thsBi 7rM***if m tha 
water. 

The Feejea Gioap is aomposed of se 
and is imder as many principal chie^ tIs. s 

5tb. Somu^anili 
6th. Naitasiri. 
71b. Mtnta. 



1st. Ambau. 
2n<l. Kewa. 
Scd. Vsrata. 
4fh. Httaaata. 



All the minor ehiefi on the different Islands are 
more or Ims connected or sobjeet to one of these, 
and as die one party or die other prevails in thrir 
wars, they change masfcrs. War is the constant 
occupation of the natives, and engroases all ti^eit 
timsand thoughts. 
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Anbau m now the mM powerful of tbeM di*- 
triota,ftlllmighitbfaiHMir btttftiOMU Utad m 

the eoABt, and connected with Vitilevu ; but it is 
tlie resideiuse of most of the great chiefs, aud, as I 
have before obaerved, Tanoa, the most powerful 
ehisfof aUtlM iiiaiKli^Uvw tiMM. The «rifiii«l 
inhaUtents of Ambaa were ealted Eai Leralca, and 
are of Tonga descent. During the abaence of most 
of the uatives on a trading voyage to Lakeml)a, 
llie natives of Moturiki, a neighbouiiqg Uaiid, 
made a descent upon Ambau, and took poaeession 
of it, ever since which tiie Kai Levuka have 
remained a broken p i j lc : il ' y still retain tlieir 
orjgiiial name, but are now onlv wandering traders; 
tinqr hti99 no fixed ]>lace of reeidascey end ate 
somewhat of tin cliai-acter of the Jews. They 
rcwide principally ai Lnkcinba, Somu-Bomu, Vuna, 
and occasionally at other islands. Most of tlie 
ezchaoge tnde ie in their hands j their hereditary 
diief reeideeel Lekemba; tliey are mneli respected, 
and when they viwt AiuIkiu. (li* y arc li aled with 
the best of every thing, in acknowlt^dgmeiit of their 
original right to the soiL At Amnm lb«N are 
BOW two cksHes, one known by the name of Kai 
Ambau, <:r ( riginal people of Ambau, and tlie other 
■0 Kai Lasikau, 'aui-.' InriuiUiri il from a small 
island near Kautavu, some sixty years since, to 
Rsh for the ehieft; tibeee are conudwed m hiJerior 
to Kni Ambau, hut are not exactly slaves About 
eight years before our arrival, dissensions arose 
between these two classes, which resulted in 
Tanoe's being expelled^ and ob%ed to seek reluge 
in another part of Ins domfaitons. 

Arr- i fiing to Whippy, at the commencement of 
the i)re8ent century, Bamivi ruled at Ambau ; he 
was succeeded by his son Ulivou. At this time 
Verata was the principal city of the Feejees, and 
its chiefe held the rule : this city or town is about 
eight miles from AihImu, mi Vjtilt vu ; the islands 
of Ovolau, Goro, Ambatiki, Angau, and others 
were subject to it, as was auo Bewa. The Intro- 
duction of firf> arms brought about a great change 
of power; this happened in the year 1809. The 
brig Eliza was wrecked on the reef off Nairai, and 
had both gnns and powder on board. Nairai was 
atttds tine a dependency of Ambon, and amuf of 
the crew, in i rclrr to preserve theu- lives, showed the 
natives the use of (to them) the new instrument. 
Among the crew was a Sweoe^ called Cliariey Sa- 
vage, who acted a very consplcnous part in the 
group for some few years. These men joined the 
Anil an people, instructed tlx in in the use of the 
musket, and ^sisted them iu their wars. The chief 
of Ambau was at that time Ulboo, who gladly 
availed himself of their services, granting thrm 
Qtany privileges ; aiuuug others, it is said tliat 
Charley Savage had a hundred wives ! Taking ad- 
vantate of all the means he now possessed to ex> 
tend ms own power and redoeo that of Terata> ho 
finally succeeded, either by fighting or intrigue, in 
cutting off all its dependencies, leaving the «uuef of 
Verata ottty his town to role over. 

In the early part of Ulivon's reign n eonsplsacqr 
broke ont against him, but he disoorered it, and 
was able to expel the rebels from Ambau. They 
fled to Rewa, where they made some show of resist- 
ance; be however overcame them. They then 
took refuge on Goro, where he again sought them, 
pursued them to Somu-somu, and drove them 
theooe. Their next step was to go to LahemlMyiii 



order to coUeet a large fleet of canoes and xicher^, 
for ttie purpose of gaining alUea ou VitOoTu; Imt 
they were again pursued, and being met with at sea, 
were completely destroyed. This fully established 
Ulivoa's authority, and the latter part of his reign 
was unnarhod by any distorbaoesa or rebellion 
i^aiust bii mle. Ho died in 11199. Tanoa, his 
Ijrotlier, the preiwnt king, was at this time at La- 
kcnilia, on one of the easteni islands, engaged, 
ucoording to Whippy, in building a large cauoe, 
which he named Ndranuivio (the via-leaf), a large 
plant of tlie arum 8i>ccit'8. When tlio news 
reached liim he immediately embarked for Am- 
bau, and ou his arrival found all the chiefs 
disposed to make hfan Unf. It is said that 
he at first refused the dignity, lest "they should 
make a fool of him but by promises and persua- 
sion he was induced to accede. Preparations were 
accordingly made to install him. This ceremony 
is performed t>y the Levuka people, the origins 
inhabitants of Ambau, uniting witli those of Kamba, 
inhabiting a town near Kamba Point, the most 
eastern point of Vitilevu, and about ten miles east 
of Ambau. As soon as the chiefs of Ambau have 
elected a king, they make a grand ava party, and 
the first cup is handed to tlie newly-elccled chief, 
who receives the title of Vuoivalu. Some time 
after this, the Kamba and Lemka people are 
called in to make the installation, and confer the 
J title of royalty. It is related, that while Uie pre- 
parations for thw <xremony were going on, the 
chi^ of Amhan were restless, and determined to 
make war upon Rewa, a place always In riralry, 
about ^fteen miles distant from AniVnu, to Mic 
south. Tanoa, however, was well dispo&cd towards 
the poOj^e of this district, being a Vasu of Rewa. 
There are three kinds of Yasus, Vasu-togai, Vasu- 
levu, and Vasu. The first is the highest title, and 
is derived from tlie mother being queen of Ambau. 
Vaso-levu is where the mother is married to one 
of the great ebielli of Rewa, Somo-somu, or 
Mnthuata, and the name of*\'asu extends mt vvAy 
to the minor chiefs, but also down to the commou 
people. It confers rights and privileges of great 
extent, and is oxdioaiTelly derived from the mother 
being a high diief or woof some of the reigning 
kings. It gives the pei-son a right to seize upon 
and appropriate to his own use. any thing belonging 
to an inhabitant uf his mother*s native place, and 
even the privilege of taking things from the 
sovereign himself and this without reslstsnoe, 
dispute, or lu ^uiti u, however much prized or 
valuable the article may be. In tiic course of this 
narrative, some instances of tlie exercise of this 
power will be related. Tanoa therefore used all 
his eCForta to prevent an outbreak, but without 
success, and ho was compelled to carry on tlie war. 
He^ iMweTM', secretly gave encouragement, and, it 
is said, even assistance, to the opposite party ; this 
becoming known, prciduced much difficulty and 
discontent among the Ambau chiefs and people. 
Notwithstanding this, he at length contrived to 
brins about a truce, and invited many of the Eewa 
chiefs and people to visit bim, whom he received 
with great distinction. This iiiceuHed his new sub- 
jects very much } and on his presenting to the late 
enemy bis new and large canoe, Ndranuivio, their 
indignation was greatly increased, and caused some 
of them even to en tor into a plot to mm'der him. 
Amoof tbe cou^rattm were the head ehiefi^Sem 
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TuMM, Koauuruniadava, Man, and Dandau, of 
Amina, NKModnketa, dnflf of NIMo^ «nd Maoo- 

malua, of Viwa. Tanoa, on being advised of thig, 
Urok no lucana to fruatrate their plans openiy, but 
appears to have been somewhat on his guard. 

in the third ymt of his reign, whilst on a vidt 
to Ovf^KU to attend to his plantation of yams, the 
rebellion broke out, of which he was soon advised, 
anil f1t>d to Croro, where his enemies followed him; 
but be continued his flight to Somu-somu, the 
people of whicli had been always hia friends and 
supporters. Here he found protection, his de< 
fenders being too numerous for his enemies. The 
conspirators tried, however, to urge opon them the 
propriety of giving up their Idng, saying that they 
only desired he should return and r> i^n ov. r them; 
but the people of Somu-somu deemed this too 
shallow a pretence to be listened to. After Tanoa's 
expulsion, the rebels installed his brother Komaino- 
karinakula as king. Tanoa rt^niained under the 
protection of the chief of Somu-somu for three 
yearsy iu gratitude for which he made over to him 
all the irindmrd {dands, yfh. Laltemba, Naiau, 
&c. During all this period, Tanoa was carrying on 
a sort of warfare against the rebels, with the aid uf 
the natives of the eastern gronp and those of Rcwa, 
who remained faithful to him, encouraging them all 
in his power, collecting his revenue from the for- 
mer, whicli lit' distributed liountifully among his 
adherents, and buying over others to bis interests. 

As Tanoa was about to sail for Lakemba, word 
was brought to liim, that his nephew, called Nona, 
residing on Naiau, a oeiglibouring island, had been 
bribed by the chiefs to put him to death. He 
therefore, on his way, stop^ »t Naian, and when 
his nephew approached him under tiie gnlM of 
friendship, Tanoa at once caused him, with all his 
family aiid axJherents, to be seized and put to 
death. 

Tanoa, finding his strength increasing, concluded 
to i)ro8ccute the war with more activity. In order 
to do so, after iiaving first collected all his means, 
he removed to Rewa, where be established him- 
self, and begMi hte aeeret hitrifnee to mdermbte 
and dissipate his enemies' forces. He was so sue- 
cessful in this, that iu a short time he had gained 
over all their allies, as well as the towns on the 
main land or laive island in the vicinity, and even 
many of the ebim at Ambao. The latter object 
was effected through the influenci' uf Lirt h ii, Haia 
Seru, who had been suffered to rcmaiu there during 
the whole war, although not without fipeqnent 
attempts being made on his life, which he escaped 
from thn)ugh hia unceasing vigilance and that 
of his adherents. During the latter part of 
the tinie^ he was oooatMtljr in ootnimmication 
with hte father, who kept him well supplied 
with the articles in wliich ti e riches of the 
natives consist ; these were liberally distributed 
among the L;isii<;ius, or fishermen, and gained 
tlie most of this class over to his intereets. 
All tilings being arranged, on a certain day the 
signal was given, and ino«t of the allies declared 
for Tanoa. Whilst the rebel chiefs were in con- 
sternation at this unexpected event, the LmIIiimmi 
rose and attacked them. A severe contest ensued; 
but it is said the fishermen, having built a wall 
dividing their part of the town from that of the 
Aroban jteoplOf eet fire to thwr opponents' qnsrler, 
and rediMied it to mAm, TIm hitter flod for 



refuge to the main land, aeroas the shallow istb- 
nras, hut foond thenudvee bete opposed by tlio 

Vm'y uirh his army, who slaughtered all thoae 
who had escaped from Amban. This dtnie, Tanon 
entered Ambau in triumph, and ranMag tlw 
submission of all the iiei(^lMinrhi^ towne^ resnmed 
the government, affcer An ahoenee of fire years. 
This recovery of his kingdom took place in 1037- 
Being thus re-establislied, Tanoa, in order effec- 
tually to destroy his eneintei^ Mnt nicaswgta to 
thr- (liffprrnt tnwns, with presents, to intlticc ttir 
iniiabitants of the placeu whither the i"ei>eLs liad 
fled to put them to death. In this he roon suc- 
ceeded, and their former^ friends were thos msde 
the histrnments of their pnniiliment. T^uhmi 
having succeeded in establishing his rule, put a 
stop to all further slaughter ; but ail the prin- 
cipal chiefiB who had opposed him, except Maso- 
malna, of Viwa, had been slain. Tanoa's authority 
was now aclcnuwiedged in all his former domi- 
nions ; but this ha.s not put an end to the petty 
wars. The three chief cities, Ambau, Bewa, and 
Naitasiri, are frequently «t war, no t wit hsln ntog 
they are all three closely connected by alliances 
with each other. Here, iu fact, is the great seat 
of power in the group, though it varies occasionally. 
Theae three places form, as it were, a triangle, the 
two former being on the north and south coasts, 
while that of Naitasiri is situated inland, on the 
Wailevu, or Peale's river. These distorhsnees 
most fluently oeeor between Amhsn and Rewn. 
Tanna takes no part in these contests, but when 
he thinks the belligerents have fought long enough 
he sends the Rcwa people word to '^come and beg 
pardon," after the Feejee custom, which they 
umiriably do, even though they may have been 
victorious. 

Mr. Brackenridge, our horticuituriht, was soon 
busily engaged in preiiaring the garden for our 
seeds. 1 had been anxious that this should be 
done as soon a.s possible, in order that we might 
have a chance of seeing it in a prosperous slate 
before we left the island ; and I feel much in- 
debted to lum loir the zest lie manifested. About 
twenty natives were employed in piittinf^ up tliv 
fence, the chief having agreed with eacli ot them 
to make two fiidlMttS of it. Some were employed 
in clearing away the weeds» snd otbws in bringing 
reeds and stakes down from the roonntains. Mr. 
Brackenridge marked out the line for the fenos^ 
but they could not be induced to follow it, or 
observe any regularity, each individual making 
his allotted pnrt according to his own fancy; theec 
separate 2>oriionB were afterwards joined together, 
forming a zigzag work. The parts of the enclo- 
sure were tied together by » spo d eo of dolichoe, 
cixMsed, braced, and wstUed Kks haskelFiperk, the 
whole making a tight fmes!,whidi nnsivMdtho 
purpose well enough. 

The digging of the ground w as performed with 
a long pointed pole, which they thrust into the 
ground with both hands, and by swuiging on the 
upper end, they contrived to raise up large pieces 
of the BoiL which was ^uite hard. After this, two 
sailors wl^ spades smoothed it. T%e eentre of the 
piirden had been a repository for their dead, where 
many stones had once been placed, w hich had be- 
come scattered. These the natives were told to 
throw in » pile in the centre. Iliej went on dig> 
ging for •one timoy probsbl^ withonl mu idsn 
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that aitr one had been buriad fthera, bat aa th^ 
appnMum«d the pile they flinniltaiMOasly cante to ft 

Rt^ip, and began to munnor among lliemsolvcs, 
using the wurda mate tuate. No inducement could 
persuade them to proceed, until it was «Eplaiiied 
to them by David Whippy, that there was no 
desire to dig in the direction of the grave, which 
was to be left sacred. With this intimation they 
seemed well satisfied, and went on digging mer- 
rily. A large quantity of seeds, nf ▼mouB Idnds 
of vegetjil 'i-. and fruits, were planted. For tlie 
feneiiig and digging of the garden I gave, by 
aCTeement, a trade musket, and I belisre tliis in- 
cluded the purchase of the ground ! 

The day after Tanoa'e visity I reeeived from him 
a royal present of tea bofi^ » qoaotity of yams, 
tarn, fruit, &c. 

Our stay at Orolau continued for six weeks. 
Among the incidents which OOOniMd during tiiis 
time were the following ; 

On the 17th May, David Bateman died. He 
liad been a marine 00 board the Porpoise, and had 
been trausfwrwl to ttie Tincennes at Tonga. A 
p i-^r mui t. r:! ( xriminatiim showed that the right 
lung was almost wholty destroyed by disease, and 
there was about n pint off pnnuant matter in the 
pleura. 

On the 19th, Seru, the son of Tanoa, arrived 
from Anibau, for the purpose of visiiitig uie. I 
immediately sent him and his suite an invitation 
to meet me at the obaervatoiy on the following 
day, with which he complied. Sern is extremely 
eood-looking, being tall, well-made, and athletic. 
He exhibits much intelligonoe both in his expres- 
sion of countenance and manners. His features 
and figure resemble those of a European, and he 
is graceful and easy in his carriage. The in- 
Btnmients at the observatury excited bis wonder 
and curiosity. He, in eommon with the other 
natives, believed that they wcrn intended for the 
purpoau of looking at the Great Spirit, and in con- 
sequence paid them the greatest respect and rever- 
enoe. This opinion saved ns mnch tronble, for they 
did not preaume to appraaeh the iitttrnments; and 
although some uf them were always to be found 
without the boundary which had been ti'aced to 
limit their approach, the^ never intruded within it. 
They always behaved civilly, and aaid thqr only 
came to sora-sara (look-on). 

I afterwards took Seru on board the Vineennes, 
where^ as his father had i%eommended, I gave him 
pl e n^ of good advice, to which he seemed to pay 
great attention . I had been told that ho would 
probably exhibit hautcnir and an arrogant bearing, 
but be manifested nothing of the kmd. He ap- 
peared ntbor, aa 1 IumI Iwen told by his fattier 
I wonld find him, ** young and fHahy.** He was 
received with the same attentions that had been 
paid to his father. The firing of the guns seemed 
to take his fancy much, and hie was desirous that I 
Khould gratifjr liim by continning to fire them 
lunger ; but I was not inclined to malce the honours 
paid to him greater than those render^ J t<> his 
hihetf knowing how observant they are of all 
fbrms. Tiie woole party, l&nself included, showed 

more pleasure and wfrc murli more liberal. in tin ir 
exclamations of vi nakai v i naka! and whoo! u»iiig 
them more energetically than the king's party, aa 
might be naturally expected from n younger set of 
iwfivea. Semlaquit^ ingenious; be tcmthienniBliet 



given him to pioeea aa qnichly, and used it with as 
mo^ adroitness as if he had beenagonamitfa. His 

ambati (priest) wl h Lim, and the party all 
appeared greatly delighted wiiii the ship. On the 
whole I was much pleased with him during his 
visit ; shortly afterwards, he, however, visited the 
ship during my absence, and displayed a very 
different bearing, so much so as to require to be 
checked. I learned » circumstanoe which would 
serve to prove that the repntation he hwrs hi 
pretty well founded. He on one occasion had sent 
word to one of the i&lands (Guro, 1 believe), for 
the chief to have a quantity of cocoa-nut oil ready 
for him by a certain time. Towards the expiration 
of the specified interval, Seru went to the island 
and found it was not ready. The old chief of the 
inland pl«uled the impossibility of compUance, from 
want of tune, and promised to have it ready aa 
Fnfiii ns possible. Seru told him he was a great 
liar, iind without further words, struck him ou the 
head and killed him on the Bpot. This is only one 
of maniy instanese of the oaerciso of arbitrary 
authority over the^ vsasalsi 

One day, while at the observatory, I was greatly 
mirpriaed at seeing one whom I took to be a Feejee- 
man enter my tent, n eirramstauce so inconsistent 
with the respect to our prescribed limit, of which 
I have spoken. His colour, however, struck me 
aa lighter tluui tliat of any native 1 had yet seen. 
He was a short wrinkled old man, but appeared to 
possess great viconr and aetiviQr. He Iwd a beard 
that reached toliis middle, and but little hair, of a 
reddish grey colour, on his head, lie gave me no 
time for inquiry, but at once addressed me in 
broad Iiiah, with ft rieh Mileuan Ixugue. In a 
fow minutes he nnde me aequidnted with his atoiy, 
which, by his own account, was as follows. 

His name was Paddy Connel, but tiio natives 
called him Berry; he was hom in the county of 
Clarf in Ireland ; had rtm away from school when 
ho was a iittle fellow, and after wandering about as 
a vagabond, was pressed into the army in the first 
Irish rebellion. At the time the French lauded in 
Irdand, the regiment to whieh he waa ftttaehed 
marched at once against the enemy, and soon 
arrived on the field uf battle, where they were 
brought to the charge. The first thing be knew 
or heard, the drums struck up a White Boys' tone, 
and his whole regiment went over and joined the 

French, with the exceptu ii <>f the ofticers, wIid L;v1 
to fly. They were then marched again^^t tiie 
British, and were soon defeated by Lord Cova- 
>v;\llis; it was ahard fight, and Paddy fo»ind liimself 
among the blain. When he thought the Latllc was 
over, and night came ou, he crawled off and reached 
home. He was then taken up and tried for hia 
Kfe^ but was aequitted; he was, nowever, rsmanded 
to prison, and busied himself in efTecting the 
escape of some of his comrades. Ou this being 
discovered, he was confined in the black hole, and 
soon aftor sent to Cod^ to be put on hoard a con- 
vict-ship botmd to New South Wales. When be 

arrived there, his iinine w.is not found on tin; bnuks 
j of the prisoners, consequently be liad iMen trans- 
! ported by mistake, and was, therefiffe^ aet a;t 
' tihcrty. He then wor!':r-rl aboTit for sovfi-al year*", 
and collected a small sum of luoiiey, Lut unfortu- 
nately fell into hwi company, got drunk, and lost it 
all. Juat about this time Qiptain Sartori, of the 
ship General WeUeeley, arrived at Sydney. Harmg 
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lost a grent part of his crew by sieknem and deaer* 
ticni, he desirt J to jirooui-e bands f n- )iig ship, 
which was atill at Sandalwood Bajr, and obtained 
fliirtf nan, <m« «f yrhom «m nddy Connel. 
At the time they were Tvady to depart, a French 
privateer, Le Gloriaut, Captain Dubardien, put 
into Sydney, when CkptMn Sariori enga|{ed a 
paaaaga for himself and Ifaa HMD to ibe Faneaa. 
On their way they touehed at Norfolk Ifll>Bd,w!iera 
the ship struck, and damaged her keel sO' iiiulIi 
that they were obliged to put into the Bay of 
Islands for repairs. Paddy asserts that a difficulty 
Iiad occurred here between Captain Sartori and 
his men about their provisions, which wan amicably 
settled. The Gloriant finally RaiU l from New 
ZeaJand for loqptaboo, where they arrived just 
after titie OMtura of a Tawcl, whidi he supposed to 
hava been the Port au Prince, as they had obtained 
many articles from the natives, which had evidently 
tiaionged to aome large vessel. Here they re- 
named some months, and then sailed fag Sandal- 
wood Bay, where the men, on aeoovnt of thdr 
former quarrel with Captain S.iii ri, refused to go 
on boaiti the General Welietiley : some of them 
Hhipped on board the Gloriant, and odnrSf witli 
Paddy, determined to remain on shore with the 
natives. He added, that Captain Sartori was kind 
to him, and at parting had given him a pi«tol, cut- 
laa^ and an old goM^for-noihing musket; these, 
with hk aea>di«et and a few elottiea, ware all that 

he possessed. II" h:i ii now livt't! forty years among 
these savages. After heanng his whole stonr, I 
told hin I did not believe a word of it ; to which 
be answered, that the main part of it was true, but 
he might have made some mistakes, as he had been 
so ijjiu h iij the liabit of lying to tlie Feejeeaus, that 
he hardly now knew when he told the truth, adding 



that he had no desire to tdl any thing bnt th« 
truth. 

Paddy turned out to be a very amosing fellow, 
and poaaeBHd an a e engat a knewledge of the Fee- 
jee character. ?f>me of the whites told me that lie 
was more tluui half Feejee ; indeed he seemed to 
delight in showing how nearly he was allied to 
tbam in liaelfaig and piopandtiaa ; nd, Uka them, 
saBiwad to fix Ma attention upon trifles. Ho gave 

me a drull acfiiiint of hi? d^ily euij^iloyiiient';, 
which it would be inappropriate to give here, and 
finisiiod by telling me the Oidj wish he had then, 
was to get for his little boy, on whom he doated, a 
small hatchet, and the only articles he had to offer 
for it were a few old hens. On my asking him if 
he did not cultivate the ground, bo said at once no^ 
he firand it raaeh easier to get Mo Kving by telling 
the Feejeeans stories, which he could .always make 
good enough for tliem ; these, uid the care of iiis 
two little bo^ and hia hana, and his wbeu he 
had any, saTe Mm amnio om|dogmMOt ud plmt^ 
of food. He had lived much at Rewa, and nntit 
lately bad been a resident at Lt vuka, lut li;iri, in 
consequence of his intrigues, been expelled by the 
white residents, to the ishmd of Ambatiki It ap- 
peared that thf*y hnd iirtnnimouKly come to the 
conclusion that it he did not remove, they would 
be obliged to put him to death for their own safety. 
I oould not indoooWhuinr or Tom to giro me the cir- 
cnmataneea that oeeaBonod thk dotnminalioD, and 
Paddy would not communicato more tlian thnt his 
residence on Ambatiki was a forced one, and ttuit 
it was as though he was living out of the world, 
rearing pigs, fowls, and children. Of the last 
deoeription of live stock he had fortv-eight, and 
hoped that he mi^ht live to see fifty iMtll to UlB» 
Ho had bad one hundred wives. 
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Bkpobx proeeeding to the narratfon of the opeva* 

tions of the squadron in the Feoje« Group, it would 
appear expedient to give some account of the 
people who inhabit the iHlands of which it ia Oom- 
posed. A reader unacquainted with their manners 
and customs can hardly appreciate the difficulties 
with which the performance of our duties was 
attended, or the obstacles which impeded our pro* 
greaa» Onr information, in Mindon to fiin almoak 
unbunm nee mfaidt oeeaqilaa iiie Fesjee I3raqi^ 



was obtained from personal obsenratitm, from die 
statements of the natives themselves, and from 
white residents. I also derived much information 
from the miseionaiies, wht^ inflnenoed by motives 
of religion, have undertaken the arduous, and as 
yet unprofitable task, of introducing the light of 
civilization and the illnninatilltt Of tEo l3oe|Ml ittto 

this benighted re^jkm. 

Although, aa we ahall aee^ tfw natiTea of Feejee 
have auMe eonrideialile (nigraai in ierend of the 
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wlbl «rl^ tbqr an^ in many saipects, the mnut 
ImHnuknw and wvage n«« bow existing upon the 

gtoli. The intercom f'l* y have had with white 
tneo has produced some effect on their political 
MSditimiy Imt does not appear to hare had the 
least influence in mitigating the barbarous ferocity 
of their character. In thia group, therefore, may 
be aecn the savage in his state of nature; and a 
•oBpaiisoD of his ehuMter with thai of tbe na- 
tivea «f dw groups in whiah tiM Geapal Imw bean 
imAtably preached, will enable our readers to 
nnm a better estimate of the raloe of mianoDaiy 
bbNM than oaa wall Iw ae^viiad hi ai^ odiar 
maaner. 

The Feejeeans are genenlly abore the nidcDa 

heiL^lit, ail i ( \!iilit a great variety of figure. 
Among them the chiefs are tall, well-made, and 
nMeawr; while the lower orders tnaoifeet the 

mrnjTrf-nfi's nrisinct from laborinns "rrvir-e and ^ 
Bcautv nourishment. Their conipliixiuii lies, iu 
general, between that of the black and copper* 
ookmred CMaa» although inataaoes of both extremoa 
•re to be mat with, thaa faidieathi^ a deaooit from 
two f^iff'-rrnt Stocks. One of these, Mie copper- 
coloured, is no doubt the same as that wiience the 
Tongese are derived. 

None of them eqaal the natives of Tonga in 
b«»tty of person. The faces of the greater nnm- 
biT an- I'Hitr, w iMi a large mouth, L^rioJ and '.vt ll-s-it 
teeth, and a well-formed nose. luatances, however, 
are by no Beam rare, of narrow and high fore- 
heads, flat noees, and thick lips, with n broad short 
chin; atill they iiave nothing about them of the 
■egro type. Even the frizzled appearance of the 
hair, which katinoat iiiuvan»l| and which at flnt 
sightiaanwa dMaet natnral ofaBraeteriatie, I wm, 
after along acquaintance with their habits, inclined 
to ascribe to artificial causes. B^des the long 
hoiby beards and mastachea» whidi are always 
worn by the chiefs, they have a great quantity of 
liair on their bodies. This, with the peculiar pro- 
portion between their tliigha and the calves of 
their k(«, brings them nearer to the whilea than 
any of Am PtolyiMBUHi faooa vintad hy na. 

Tho ryes of the Fecjocans are usually fine, he'm^ 
black and penetratijis. Some, however, have tliem 
red and bloodshed whidi nay pnlM^y ho aaeifted 
to ava dnnking. 

The expresoka of thafar aouBlflBHMea fe anally 
restless and watchful ; they are ofaiarvllig and 
quick in Uieir movements. 

The hair of tlie boys is cropped a toas^ while that 
of the yoimg girls Is allowed to grow. In the 
latter it is to be soiui naturally arranged in tight 
eork-<%rew locks, many inciies in length, which fall 
hi aUdhdactjona from the crown of the head. The 
aatwal ealoor of tha hidr of tho fuia aan faafdiy 
be ascertained , for they are in the habit of acting 
upon it by lime and pignents, which make it white, 
red, brown, or blaai^ aoatmiiiig ta IIm twia «( the 
individual. 

When the boys grow wPf Ihdr hair n ao longer 
crofipi (1^ and great pains is taken to spread it out 
into a mop-lUu form. The chiefs, in particular, 
pay great tManikm ta die dressing of their heads, 
an ! f r this purpose all of them have barbers, 
whose sole occupation is the care of their masters' 
heads. The duty of these functionaries is held \>> 
lie of aa aaorad a nature, that their hands are 
tahnnnil from all othir employment, and they are 




not avail pannittBd to fsadthflsaaalvaa*. Todnaa 
tho heikd of • ehief oeeapies twrcfvi horn, and dia 

hair is made to spread out fr in tli- lu ad, on every 
bide, to a distance Utat is often eight inches. The 
beard, which is also carefully nursed, often reaches 
the bx-east, and when a Feejeean has these im- 
portant pai-ts of his person well dressed, he ex- 
hibits a do^ «f aonaait that ii aat n Jitda 
amusing. 

In tha prooeea of draaa h i g the hdr, it ia iMill 

anointed with nil, mixed with a carbonacrong black, 
until it is completely saturatedf. The barber then 
lakes the hair-pin, which is a long and slender rod, 
made of tortoise-shell or bone, and poeeada to 
twitch almost every separate hair. This causes it 
to frizzle and stand erect. The bush of hair is 
then trimmed smooth, by »ngeing it, until it haa 
the appearance of an immense wig. Wbsa tida 
has been tisiishf»d . a piece of tapa, 80 fin© as to 
resemble tiat^ue-paper, is wouud in light folds 
around it, to protect the hair from dew or dust. 
Thia ooTcn^^ which haa the kiok of a torlMn, ia 
eaUed Mda,aiid notia but ohiab are allowed to wear 
it; any attempt toap'^nme this head-drefcr by a kai- 
si, or common person, would be immediately pun- 
ished with deaUi. The aala, when taken care of, 
will last three weeka «r a month, and the hair is 
not dressed except when it ia removed; but the 

high chii-frt nnil cLinilieL-i si'IiL.ini alluw a Jay U\ prist; 
without changing the aala, and lm,v iug their hair 
put in order. 

Tlie Feejeeans are extremely changeable in 
tlieir disposition. They are fond of joking, indulge 
in hiughter, and will at one moment appear to give 
thanuelvaa np (o nMrciment* fxnca. which they fai 
an instant pasa to damon-like anger, widdi they 
evince by looks which cAnnot be misunderstood by 
those who are the subjects of it, and particularly if 
in the power of the enraged native. Their anger 
seldom finds vent in words, but has the character 
of suUennesa. A chief, when offended, seldom 
speaks a word, but [ ut>. niieks in the ground, to 
Itoep the cauae of his anger ooustaotly in bis reool- 
laornn. Tim objecto lAH uom nndaiatand that it 
i^i timr to appease him hy propitiatory offerings, if 
tiiey would avoid the bad consequences. When these 
have been tendered to the satisfaction of the offended 
dignitaiy, be polio up the aticka as n aignal thai he 
is pacified. 

AttMirtliiig to Whippy, who had an excellent 
opportunity of judging, the Feejeeans are addicted 
to stealing, are treaMMMtts in the extreme, and, 
with all their ferocity, cowards. The most univer- 
sal trait of their character is their inclination to 
lying. Tliey tell a fal8oho<''l in iireftrence, when 
the truth would better answer their purpose; and 
in eonVM^g with diem, the troth ean be only 
obtained by cautioning them not to talk like a 
Feejee man, or, in other words, not to tell any 
lies. 

Adroit Ifioft ia ngaidcd aa an aeeompiiahment, 
and one who ii expert at it ia aura of a oomfortaMe 

subsistence and a friendly reception wherever he 
goee. Their own weakneaa in this respect does not 
render tiieni anapieieo^ and noddng but what la 

• Tliese barbers are called a-\T]-iii'Ulu. They arr .^tt/»ch€i! 
to the household of the chief* iu nutniMTi of from two to a 
dozen. 

i The oil is pMeuied by tenpiog and ifoSMiBg enat 
«alM nsUtettt; tts Mask h propiued torn the Isettnat 
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wars.— Ceremonies In 
decUring war. 



gmtljr eiagnrmted is likd/ to be beliercd. la 
filtntntioQ or the kttor trait, f was told 1>]r Pfeddy 

Conncl, that lie never told th' ux tli* truth wluu he 
wished to be believed, fur of it the^ were always 
incrednloWL Ho nwintaiued that it was abao- 
lately neoeaMiy to Ml thflm hm in ozdertonoeive 
credenoo. 

Covettnism ss i-; probably one if tlic stronj^est 
features uf tlie Feejeoao chaxacterj aud is the io- 
oontive to many erfaneo. 1 bavo, bowovw, been 
assured, thnt a whiti^ innn iiiight travel with snfety 
from one end of au island 1^ the other, provided he 
had nothing about him to excite their deaire of 
aoqnisitkii. This may be trae, bat it ia impowible 
to my that evon the most valaeteas article of our 
manufactures might not be coveted by tbem. With 
ail this risk of being put to death, hospitable enter- 
taiament and reception in their houses is almost 
certain, and while in them, perfect security may be 
relied on. The namti native who within a few 
yards of his house would murder a coming or 
departing guest for sake of a knife or a hatchet, 
win defend him at tfw risk of hit own Me as aooa 
as he has passed his threshold. 

The people of the Feejee Group are divided into 
a number of tribes, independent and often hostile 
to each other. In eaeh tribe great and mariced 
distiBetions of raitk exist. The daases which are 
readily distinguished are as followH : 1 1 nc:-; 
2. eliief.s; M. Warriors; 4. landholders (matanivaiuKi); 
5. slaves (kai-si). The fawt have nftminaliy little 
influence; but in this RTOxip, as in other countries, 
the mere force of numbers is sufficient to counter- 
balance or overciinie the force of the prescriptive 
righto of the higher and less numerous classes. This 
hiw been tiie case at Amten, wlun the people 
at no distant psfiod roae agahni and dxov* out 

their kings. 

Among the most singular of the Feopce enlloma, 
and of whose origin it is difficult to form a rational 
opinion, is that which gives certain ri^ts to a 
member of anotber tribe, who i* called Vasu 
(nephew). To give an ide.a of the character of this 
right, and the manner in wliicli it is exercised, I 
shall cite tbe erLse « f Tanoa. lie, althoupb the 
most powerful ciiief in the group, feels compelled to 
coraply with, and acknowledges Thokanauto (better 
known to foreigners as Mr. PbUliiie) aa Vasu-togai 
of Anban, who has in conseqnence the right of 
sending thither for any thing he may want, and 
even from Tanoa himself. On Tanoa's first visit to 
me, among other presents, I gave him one of Hall's 
patent rifles. This Thokanauto heard of, and de- 
termined to have it, and Tanoa had no other mode 
of I i i st i viii^' It than by Bending it away from 
Ambau. When llivaletta, Tanoa's youngest son, 
visited mo one day at the observatory, he had the 
rifle with him, and told mc tlnit liis father had put 
it into his hands, in order tliat U Uiight not be dc- 
ouuided. 

AfterwardSy when Tliokananto hiakself paid me a 
visit, he had in his possestiao one of the watdies 

that had been p;iven to Sem, and told mc- openly 
that he would have the musket also. While at 
Levuka, he appropriated to himself a canoe and its 
contents, leaving ^e owner to And his way back to 
Ambau as he ooold. The latter made no com- 
plaint, and ■corned to Moaider the act aa one of 
course. 

Wlun tiM Vapt-iofsi or Taan^lani of a town or 



distriet Tisito it, he is received with hoooura even 
greater than ttKtse paid to the chief who ntlea o<v«r 

it. All bow in obedience to his will, and ht is re- 
ceived with clapinng of hands and the salutation, 
" O sa vi imka lako mai vaka turanga Ratu Vasn- 
levu," (Hail ! good is the coming nither of our 
noble Lord Nephew^. 

When the Vu.su-Ievu of ^rb<'nga goes thither, 
honours almost divine are rendered him, for he ia 
supposed to be descended in a direet line froin goda. 
Ml>enga formerly played a very conspicuous part 
in UiG affairs of the group, but of late years it hap- 
pened to get into difficulties with Rewa, in conse- 
quence of which Ngaraningiott attacked it, eon- 
quered ito inliabitants, and massacred tnanj of 
tbem. Since that time it has liad iitlle or no 
political influence. 

The hostile feelings of the different tribes makes 
war the principal employment of the males through- 
out the group; and where there is so strong a die- 
position to ott;iek tlu ir neigliLourH, plausible i-easons 
for beginning hostilities are not difficult to find. 
The wars of the Peefeeana nsoally arise firom sotne 
accidental affront or niiflunderstiinding, of which the 
most powerful party tiikes advantage to extond his 
dominions or increase his wealth. This is son^e- 
tames accomplished by a mere tlireat, by which the 
weaker party is terrified into sabroission to the de- 
mand for ter; "t 1 \ or pn>p< rty. 

When threats tail, a formal declaration of war is 
mado by an officer, resembling in his functions the 
heralds (feciales) of the Romans. Every town has 
one of these, who is held in much respect, and 
whoN!' \M>ids are always taken as true. When he 
repairs to the town of the adverse party, where be 
is always reerivcd with great attention, he caxtisB 
with him an ava root, which he presents to the 
chiels, sa^nng, ''Konu sa tatau, sa kalu" (I bid 
yon goodbye, it is war). The usual answer is, Sa 
vi naka, sa lako taloU*' (It ia well, retnm home). 
Prepamtions arv then made on both ddes, and 
\dir]j (111 V 11,1 an to have a fair open fight, a mes- 
senger is sent from one party to ask the other, what 
town they intend to attack first. The reply is some- 
times true, but i« ?oTiiPtimrs intrndcd merely as- a 
cover for their real uiltiUiuua. in the iauer case, 
however, it rarely succeeds; in the foHBCri both 
parties repair to the appointed place. 

In preparing for war, and during ito CCn tl m i ance, 
they abstain from the company of women ; and 
there were instance related to me, where this ab- 
stinence had continued for several yean. 

When n body made up of several ts&m has 
approached near the enemy, the mnivahi, or 
general, malv-r-s a sjx'ccli ir, each separate- tribe. Tti 
this he does all in his power by praises, tauntSj or 
exhortations, as he thinks best suited to tlM pu^ 
pose, to excite fbc m to deeds of bravery* To CBO 
he will talk in tlit following manner: 

" You say you arc a brave people. You have 
made me peat prumisesy now we will see how yoo 
will keep tiiem. To me yon lock more Hha slares 
than fighting men." 

Or thus : Here are these strangers come to 
fight with ni. Ld ns ica who am tha b«t 



To another tribe he will say, •* Where do yoa 
comt' from V Some our of tin; nib'' eiartK up, and 
Striking the ground with his club, replies by naming 
ito ptoea of residence. Hie vnnivahi Uicn eonr 



Digitized by Google 



FOrtMeiitloiHi. 



CUSTOMS OF THE FEEJEE GROUP. 



—Mod* of biifgiiif 



tiiuiflB, " Ah ! I have heard of you ; you boost 
yoorselTw to b« tmve nMn; we smll m« what you 

are ; I driibt whrtlier you will rjn rr^uch. You 
seem to be more like meu fit to plant and dig^'ams 
tlian to fight." 

After he haa tlina com throo^ hm kmm, he 
cries out : " Attend P On tfab «he wbole ebfi 
their harj jM. He then tells them to prepare for 
battle, to which they answer, Mana DdiDa"(it 
totme). 

In fioTTie parts of the group the forces are mar- 
shalled m bands, each of which has a banner or 
flag, under which it fights. The staff of these flags 
(druatinft) i* about twenty feet in length, and tlie 
flags tfiemadTea, wMeh are of eoneeponding 
dimeusious are ninde of tapa. As an instance, 
the furc«<* of Plewa are arranged in four bandSy 
viz. 

1. The Yalevelu, or king's own people, who are 

Ugliest in rank, and held In Uie greatest estima- 
tion. 

2. The Nwku no tombim, the peo^e of the vuni- 
valn, or fighting ditef. 

3. The Kai 'Rewa, or landholders of Rewa. 

4. The Kai Ratu, which is composed of the off- 
spring of ehiefii by common women. 

The flags an diatingiiislied fnna eMh other by 
nutfkings : tiiat of the Valerehi has fbnr or Ave 

verticjil black stripes, about f t 'viilo, with equal 

spaces of white left between them ; the rest of the 
fltt is white. 

In the flag of the vunivalu the black and white 
stripes are horizontal. 

The flag of tlie Kai Rewa is all white. 

The Km Ratu use, as flags, merely strips of 
tapa, or array themeslvfla nnder the flag of a ehief. 
Each of the first three banJs is kept fiicfinrt, md 
fights under ita own fi^> >Q place wliu'h the 
commander ifipoints. The flag of tiie latter is 
always longest, and is raised highest, whether he 
be king or only vunivalu. To carry a flag is con- 
sidered as a post of the greatest distinction, and 
is confined to the bravest and most activo of the 
tribe. 

A town, when besieged, has also its signal of 
pride. This consists ftf a sort of kite, of a circular 
shape, made of palm-leaves, and decorated with 
ribands of white and coloured tape. When an 
enemy approaeltea the town, if the wind be fisTour- 
able, the kite is raised by means of a %'ery lonp 
cord. The cord is posHed through a hiile made 
near the top of a pole tliirty or forty feet in height, 
which is erected in a conspicuous part of the town. 
The cord is then drawn backwards and forwards 
thr<iugh tlie hole, in such a maimer as to be 1 i | t 
floatijig as a signal of defiance, immediately over the 
approaching enemy. The attacking party, excited 
by this, rush forward with their fla^:, and plant it 
as near the wulU as possible, if tiie garrison be 
mifficiently strong they will sally out and endeavour 
to take the flag ; for it is ooiiaidered as a great 
trinmph to capture a flag, and a foal disgrace to 
lose one. 

When flass are taken, they are alwn^-s hung up 
as tropUea in the mbnre ; and in that of Levuka 
I saw many small ones suspended, which, as I waa 
informed by Whippy, had been takf^n from moun- 
taineers of the interior of tlu- islan 1. 

The towns are usually fortified with a atrong 
paliaade ntade ef hrMd<frnik or 



around which ia a ditch partly filled with water. 
There are usualty two entraneee, in which are 

gates, so narrow as to admit only one person at a 
time. The village of Waitora, about two miles to 
ihe north of Levuka, is juatly considered by the 
nativee as a pkce of great strength. This a-aa 
▼isited by Messrs. Hale and SantUiord, who gire 
the folIo\\ iiJt: iliM rlitti n < f it. It is situated upon 
a hill, and can be approached only by a narrow 
path along the sloping edge of a rocky ridge. At 
the extremity of this path is a level space of about 
an acre in extent, which is surrounded by a stone 
wall, and filled with houses. In the centre is a 
rock, about twenty feet lush, and one hondrad feet 
square. The top of thb la readied by n natural 
staircase, f innrd Vy the roots of a banyan tree, 
which insert themselves in the crevices of the 
reek. The tree itself, with its numerous trunks, 
spreads oat and overshadows the whole of the 
rock. A house stands in the middle of the 
rock, Tliifl coutnins two Feejf t> Imms, which, 
when struck, attract crowds of natives together. 

Some of the principal towne are not fbrtifled at 
all. This is thf" rasp \vi*h A mhau, Muthuata, and 
Rewa. The fortificatiouB of wiiich we have spoken, 
whether palisades and ditch or stone walls, are 
coMtniolM with g re a t ingenuity, partieuhudy tiie 
holds to which they retire when hard pressed. 
For these a rock or hill, ns inaccessible as posHil lt , 
is chosen, with a email level sj;>ace on tlie top. 
Around this spaoe a palisade is constructed of 
upright posts of cocoa-nut tree, about nine inches 
in diameter, and about two feet apart. To the out- 
side of these wieker-work is fastened with strong 
lashings of sennit. Over each entrance is a pro- 
jecting platform, about nine feet square, for the 
purpose of guarding the approach by hurling 
spears and shooting arrows. The gates or en- 
trances are sliut by diding bars from the inside, 
and are defended on each side by structures of 
strong wteker^work, resembling bastions, which 
are placed about fifteen feet apart. When there 
is a ditch, the bridge acrttss it is composed of two 
narrow logs. The whole smngeoMflt aCfbrds 
an errollnnt defence against any wrnpons used 
by the natives of these islands, and even against 
musketry. 

Sieges of these fortified places seldom continue 
long ; for if the attacking party be not speedily 
Huccessful, the want of provisii tif., nf v,liicli tl.i reis 
seldom a supply for more than two or three days, 
compels them to retire. Although such assaults 
are of shwt duration, the war often continuea for a 
lon<; time without any decisive result. 

If one of the parties desires peace, it sends an 
ambassador, who carries a wliale's tooth, as a 
token of suboiiaaion. The victorious party often 
requires the conquered to yield tlie right of soil, in 
w hich case the latter bring with them a basket of 
the earth from their district. The acceptance of 
thia ia the awoal of peaee, but from that time 
the cenquereq h e ewin e l&iMe to the payment of a 
yearly tribute. In addition to thia burden, the 
more powerful tribes often send word to their de- 
pendencies that they have not received s pttoent 
for a long time; and if the intimation has no eflTect, 
the message is speedily followed by an armed 
f<iree, by which the recusant tribe or town is souie- 
timea enturely destroyed. The bearer of such a 
' with him* pieoaefavM, which is 
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giveD to the chief of the towu ia council, who 
eau««a it to be brewed, after which tlM m—ige ia 
delivered. Bat when an errand is sent to Ambau, 
or any superior chief, the 
earrtes witii him * gift 9t 
valuaUea. 

If a fanni to eonpelUd to CBinafc to W pMMiMed 

to eapitulate, for thp pnrpoae of saving the lives of 
Ha people, ita chiefs Hud priucifsil iialmbiumta 
art iMvind to eraxvl towarda their conquerors 
aptm mir hands and luieei^ suuig for pardua 
ami implorinji^ mercy. The daughterv of dM 
chiefs arr a'.-h brought f>)n»ard and offered to 
the victors, while frum the lower class victims 
are selected to be sacrificed to Iba gods. Even 
Huch hard Conditions do not always suffice, hut 
a whole population in sometitues butchered iu cold 
blood, or reduced to a condition of slavery. To 
avoid aaeh tenibla Qoasequencfl% moM of tho 
w«ak tribca avoir oeotHrtty by eatoUiahing them- 
selves on hir;h and almost inaceeHMible rocks. 
Suma of tliesti are no steep that it would be hardly 
paasiUo Itar any but OBO of Iha wtiTOi to climb 
th«n; yet even their women may be seen climbing 
their rocky and almost perpendicular walls, to 
heights of fifty or sixty aid mttpag kada 
of water, yams, &c 

Tribes that do not poMeas aaeh ftatooaMa, are 
compelled to take refuge under flu' protertifm of 
some powerful chief, in eonsidenttion ot wluch 
they are bound to aid their protectors in case of 
war. Tho/ a» MmiinoiMd to do thia by * me^ 
senger, who earriea a whaled tooth, and loiiwtfanoa 
directs the number i f men they are to s< n l 
A refusal would bring war upon tbetuselves, 
to thanfore seldom ventured. There is, how- 



ever, a recent instance in which such aid was 
refused with impunity by Tui Lovuka, who was 
persuaded by the white residents* to disobey a 
Bummona sent from Ambao. Having dune this, 
tfio poofdo of Lenika felt it neoMtary to prepare 
for defence, by repairin^r their Ktonf -vn.iIIs and 
provisioniug their stronghold in the tauuutains. 
They thus stood upon thiaiv goaid for • toog tnne^ 
but WON not atluikad. 

Tho nB({toll of tha Feejeoans, and the practicea 
which are founded upon it, difft r matt ri i ly from 
those of the lighter^loured Pulynesiau people. 

The traditMM ghren by the nativea of the origift 
of the various races is singular, and not very flat- 
tering to themselves. All are said to have been 
born f)f on> j alr of first parents. The Feejec was 
first bom, but acted wickedly and was black : ho 
tberefore ToesiTod but Uttto dotliing. Tonga was 
next bom ; he acted leas wickedly, was whiter, 
and had more clothes given hiaa. White men, or 
Papalangis, came but; thqr aotad «ell,W0M wfaila^ 
ana bad ptomgr of etotbaa. 
They nave a tradftkm of a great flood or deluge, 

which they fiif! ^^'■aI;n'^I-Ir■vTl. Ttn-ir accnnnt of it 
is aa follows : after the islands had been peopled by 
(he first maa tttd woman, a g^reat rain took plaee, by 
arUflb thiy finally aBbaai|idj bn^ beiwa the 



• nh Is Bottha ealy toslaasalawUdi thswlilta reit- 
dsats hava axstetsed a sstuUry Inflnesee. It fi tertunstc 
for the native* that those wlio ka\(- Rct'lrd .iraong them 
have been principally of guch a chauticc as has tended to 
then iiiiprui < :iirn'. There are, however, some exception!, 
by «ho«« bad example tlw natlvei have bcea led iuto many 



iughest places were covered by tlje wattri*8, two 
large double canoes made their appearance; in ooa 
of these was Rokora, the god of carpenters, iu the 
other Rokola, his head workman, who picked up 
sonic if th' ) < ople, and kept them in I ri.irtl utttil 
the waters had auhaided, after which th^y were 
again tondad on Aa tofand. It to xaportod that in 
former times caiirx><« were altnyahept in vnMliMai 
agaiuat another inundation. 

The persons thus saved, eight in number, were 
knded at Mbenga, when the highest of thoir gods 
to aald to baye made bfo liTst appesnoios. By 

virtue of tins ti-aditiun, l!ie chiefs vf M1i< !iga take 
rank Usfure all otliers, and have always iM:l«d a 
conspicuous part among the Feejees. They style 
themselvaa MgaU-dnva^ki-laagi (aubjael to hnftvea 
alone). 

The Pantheon of the Feejee Group contains 
nuuiy dattiak The first of these iu rank is 
Ndenget He to womlUpped in tbe foim of » large 

serpent, alleged tn i:?'.v,'!l in n iHstrirt inidpr the 
autitority of Ambau, which is called Nakauvaudi^ 
and is situated near the western end of Vitilevu. 
To this deity, they believe that the spirit goea tm> 
mediately after death, for purifi^ition or to recaiTe 
sentence. Fmrn liis tribunal the spirit ia buji]>v>s<. d 
to retium and remain abont tbe mbitre or temple uf 
ita former abode. 

All n]iirit<i. ho'vevrr, are not believed to be per- 
mitted to reach tho judgment-seat of Ndeugtsi, fur 

Ethe road it is supposed that an enormous 
annad with n la«sa Mta^atanda oanetantly on 
ratdi. With ihto weapon he endeaToora to 
wound all wlio attempt to pass him. Tin sc who 
are wounded dare not pretsent themselves to 
Ndsngei, and are obliged to wander about in the 
mountains. Whether the spirit be wounded or not, 
depends not upon the conduct in life, but they 
ascribe an escipe from the blow wholly to good luck. 

Sturiea are prevalent of pexaona who have sue- , 
eeeded in pwMng the monafeer witbetit injury. One | 

of these, which was told me by a "hite pilot, will j 
suffice to show the character uf iliis superstition. 

A po worfol ahtoi^ who had died and been interred 
widi all due ceremony, finding that bo had to pass 
this giant, who, in the legend, to atatfoned hi the 
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which had been 



buried with him, and prepared for the encounter. 
The giant seeing the danger that threatened bim, 
was on the look-out to dr>dge the ball, which he did 
when tho j)ii}cc was discharged. Of this the chief 
took advaiit i f l Ush by hiin before he could re- 
cover bimsel^ reached the judgment-aeat of JNdeu- 
gei, and now enjojra eeleattal happineea I 

Hcsides tho entire form of a serpent. NfJi^nj^ei is 
sometimea represented as having only the head aud 
half the body of the figure of that reptik, while tiie 

of elefliiar aoration. 

No one pri-trii'.ts fo krunv tJit- origin uf Xdeogsi, 
but many assert that he has been seen by mortala 
Thus, be to reported to have appeared under the 

form of a man, dressed in masi (white taps), after 
the fashion of the natives, on the beach, near Ragi- 
ragi. Tliciu-y he proceedeJ to Mbenga, where, 

although it did not please him, on account of its 
rooky shores, he made himself manilhat, and theaee 

went to Kantavu. Not Hkinn; tbe lattrr place, he 
went to Rewa, where he took up hm abode. Hera 
ha waa jouiad by anothar paaraiiiil god, mIM 
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WaruA, to whom after a time he eflOMuted to re- 
sign Hub locality, on eondltioa of nosiTing the 
choicest prtrfB nf all kinds of lbod,a> the heads of 
the tnrtie and pig,— which are stOl held sacred. 
Under this agreement he determuMd to proceed to 
Yonta, vhoTB ho has zondml em ano^ uid by 
bin Yermla ii heUeved to Itftv« boon mnoered im- 
pregnable. 

Next in rank, in their mythology, stand two soua 
nf Ndengei, Tokairambe and Tui Lakemba*. 
Thene act as mediators between their father and 
inferior spirits. They are said to be stationed, in 
the form of men, at the door of their father's cabin, 
where thev receive and transmit to him the prayers 
and sniHpneatioiw of departed aodb. 

The grandchildren of Ndengei are third iu rank. 
They are innumerable, aiid each has a peculiar 
duty to perform, of which the most aaualli that of 
presiding over islands and districts. 

A fourth class is supposed to be made up of more 
distant reliitives of NJengei. Tliese proside over 
separate tribes, by whose priests tliev are consulted. 
They bave bo juria^Belioii beyund their own tribe, 
and ;«><<sess no power bol what ia dopatod to ftbem 
by superior deities. 

In addition to these benignant beings, they 
beUoTe in nutlieioua and mischievous gods. Tbeso 
rerfde in tiiehr Hades, whieb they caU Hbnhi 
(undernLRth tho v,-r.rlri). Tlicro r> i^'ns a cruel 
tyrant, with grim aspect, whom they name Lotbia. 
Samuialo (destroyer of souls) id Ms colleague, and 
sits on the brink of a huge fiery CKftrUf into which 
he precipitates departed spirits. 

These notions, altliough the must prevalent, are 
not nnivenah Tbua : the god of Muthoaia is 
emtted Badinadhn. He ia eonsidered as the son of 
Ndengei, Hore also Rokora,the god of carpt'!itpra, 
is hold in honour; and they worship also Hoka- 
vona, the god of fishermen. 

The people of Lakemba believe that departed 
souk proceed to Nanrabaliwu, a place hi the vldnity 

of ihi hrri. lIi Ti.' tlu-\' f'lr a titne exrrcise the 
same enipio^uients as when in this life, after which 
they die again, and go to Mbuln, wImhb they are 
met by Samuialo. This deity is empowered to 
seize and hurl into the fiery gulf all those whom 
he dislikes. On Kantavu they admit of no god 
appointed to receive departed souls, but suppose 
that tbeao go down Into the aaa, where they are 
examined by the great .'<pti'it, who retains those he 
likes, and sends back the others to their native 
island, to dwelt among their frietids. Another be- 
lief is, that the departed spirit goes before the god 
Taseta, who, as it approaches, darts a spear at it. 
If the spirit exliibits any signs of fear, it im ui-sthe 
displeasure of the god, but if it advances with cou- 
rage, it is received with favotur. 

On Vanua-levu it is believed that the souls of 
their deceased friends go to Dimba-dimbn, a point 
of land which forms Ambau Bay. IlLre tliey are 
anppooed to pam down into the sea, where they are 
taken into two eanoes by ItoicaTena and Rokora, 
and frmrd ncrrsf; into the dominions of Ndengei. 
When it blows bard, and there are storms of thun- 
der, ligbldni, and nin, flw wMlfee «^11i«k the 
canoee are getting ready. 

Some few of the naavee wonhip an evil spirit, 
whom they call Ruku hatin dua (the one-toothed 

* SooiesairlMlMslNitaaeaea, eaUed Mautu (the kwad- 

frult). 



Lord). He is represented under the form of umii, 
having wings instead of anna, and aa prorided with 

claws to seize his victims tlh tooth is described 
aa being large enough to rt m h above the top of hia 
head; it is alleged ne flies ihi tugh the air emittuig 
qierlia of fire. He ia aaid to roaat in fli« all the 
wicked who appertain to Mm. Tliese who do not 
worship him call him Kalou-kana, or Kalou-f5i!. 

At Revva, it ia believed that tiie bpirits first 
repair to theresidenc-c of Ndengei, who allots some 
of them to the devils for food, and sends the rest 
away to Mukalou, a small island off Raws, where 
they remain until an appointed day, after which 
they are all doomed to annihilation. Tlie judg- 
ments thus passed by Ndei^jei, seam to be aaoribed 
rather to his capitoe than to any deaarl «f die 

departed soul. 

This idea of a second death is illustrated hy the 
following anecdote, rehited by Mr. Vanderford. 
This officer resided, for several montih* after hla 
^liijnvreck, with Tauoa, king of Ambau. During 
this time Uiere was a great feast, at wbieh many 
chiefii were present, whoremahMd todaep^ Btkn 
the close of the evening amusements, one of them 
had recounted the ciixiuinstances of his killing a 
neighbooring chief. During the night he had 
ooeasion to leave the house, and liis aupentition 
led hhtt to believe that he saw the ghoet of hia 
victim, at which he thr* w his t>luh, and, as he 
asserted, killed it. Returimj^ tu the bouse, he 
aroused the king and all the other iumatsa,towhon 
he related what he iiad done. Tbe oecurrenoe 
was considered hy all as highly uoaportant, and 
formed the subject of due deliberation. In the 
rooming the club was found, when it was taken, 
with great pomp and parade, to the mbore, where 
it was deposited RB a memorial. All seemed to 
consider the killing of the spirit as a total annihila- 
tion «f theperaou. 

Among other fbniw of this aoperatitioB regardmg 
spirits, is diat of tiwiRmigration. Thoae who iiola 
it, think tliat idrits wander about the villages in 
variooa shapes, and can make tliemselvea visible or 
invidUe at pleasure; that there are particular 
places to \\hich they resort, and in pasamg thaw 
they are accustomed to make a propitiatory offer- 
ing of food or cloth. Tliis form of supenstitii n is 
the caose of an aversion to go abroad at night, and 
particularly wlien it la dailt. 

It is al»o a general belief, fhnt the spirit of a 
celebrated chief may, after dcaili, enter into some 
young man of the tribe, and animate him to deeds 
of valour. Persona thua dtattngniahed are pointed 
out as highly favoured; in eonsequence, they re- 
ceive great respect, and tVifir ripinions are treated 
with much consideration, besides svhicii, ihey have 
many pereanal privlkfsa. 

Tn general, the passage from Hfe to death ia eOB* 
sidered as one from pain to happiness, and I was 
informed, that nine out of ten l- .k forward to it 
with anxiety, iu order to escape from the infirmi- 
flia of old age, or tiie eofferings of disease. 

The deities whom wp have n^tmpd ar/» servpr! by 
priests, eaJled ambali, who ai-e wortjhipptd iu 
buildings denommated mbure, or spirit-houBes. 
Of such bnildingp eaeh town haa at iMst one, and 
often several, wbieh eerve also for entertabiing 
strangers, as well as fur hr..lding councils nnd ether 
puhhc meetings. In th«^ lubures, images are 
foimd; b«t thea^aiaiMifl^piadl 
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lucnts, and held sacred, are uoi worshipped M idols. 
They are unly piOdMed 00 gNalOOMMMM^ SINill as 
f<MUVal8» &C. 

The ainhstl, or pricsto, have f;reaik infliunee over 

the people, ^hr> consult them on nil occasions?, but 
are generally fuund acting in concert with the 
chiefs, thus furming a union of power which rules 
the ialands. Each chief has h» anibati, who at- 
tends him wherer^ he goes. The people arc 
grossly superstitious, and tliere are few of their 
occupations in which the amhati is not more or less 
concerned. He is held saered within his own dis* 

trict, being considore r! ns ihr reprp^entative of tlie 
kaldu, or epirit. Mr. Hunt uiforiued nie, that the 
natives seldom separate the idea of the god from 
(hat of Ui priest, whoismwMt with almost divine 
r sT s r enee. Vj own ohoervationt, however, led to 
the coneloaion, that it is m re especially the casr 
at Somu-somu, where Mr. Hunt resides, and where 
the natives are more savage, if possible, la their 
customs, than those of the other islands. If inter- 
course with white men has produced no other effect, 
it has lessened their reverence for the priesthood; 
for wherever they have foreign visiteta, there may 
be seen a marlttd duuBge in ttis respoet 

The office of ambati is usually hereditar}', but in 
gome cases may be considered as self-choseii. Thus, 
when a priest dies without male heirs, some one, 
who is ambitions to suooeed hin^ and dsauoiis of 
leading an idle Kfr, wiU sbrlvo fbr the sneeenrion. 
To acconijU'^li this end, he will cunningly assame a 
mysteriou» air, speaking incoherently. Olid pretend- 
ing that oomuig events have been nwetold him by 
thekalon, whom lie claims to have seen and talked 
with. If lie should have made a pre<liction in re- 
lation to a subject in which the people take an 
anxious interest, and with which the event happens 
to eorrespond, Uie belief that his pntenaioDS ave 
fmuided in adopted. Before he is acknow- 
ledged as aaibati, he, however, is made to undergo 
a furtlier trial, and is required to show publicly 
that the kalou is entering into him. The proof of 
this Is considered to Ke in certain shiverings, 
which appear to be involuntary, and in the per- 
formance of which iioue but an expert juggler 
could suceeed. 

I had an opportm^i'y, while at Lcvuka, of seeing 
a perfonnunce of tiiLs descriptiuu. Whippy gave 
me notice of it, having ascertained tliatthe offering 
which precedes the consultation was in prepsration. 
This oIKerittg eonsisted of a bog, a bsMet of yams, 
and a quantity of bananan. Tii t)iis r.i-c the am- 
bati had received notice that he was to be consulted, 
and was attaehod to Ae person of Seru, (Tanoa's 
son,) for whose purposes tlw prophetie interventton 
was needed. 

On such occasions the chiefs dress in the mom- 
mg in their gala habits, and proceed with much 
eeramony to the mhure^ where Hie priest is. On 

some orf.'if^i'Mis, prf^^ ifii^ iintiLV' 18 given him; at 
Other iinivh he lias no warning of their coming, 
until he receives the offering. 

The amount of this offeiiiig depends upon tlje 
ineKnation of the party who makes it. The diiefs 
and people seat themselves pi i miscuously in a semi- 
circle, tile open side of wliu li is occupied by the 
person who prepares the ava. This mode of sitting 
la intended as an act <tf humiliation on the part of 
the chiejs. which is consideNd as soeeptable to the 



the ocomion he a great one, presents a wliak's 
tooth. The priest receives this in his h.inds, and 
contemplates it steadily, with downcast eyes, re- 
maining perfectly quiet for MMDO time. In a tew 
mir.ntt a distortions begin to be visible in his face, 
iiulicaimg, as they suppose, that the god is entering 
into his body. His limbs nnsl show avi( jt ut mus- 
cular aotion, which increases until his whole frame 
appesrs convulsed, and trembles as if under the 
influence of ;>n ague fit; his t yt lialls roll, and are 
distended; the blood seems rushing with violence 
to and from his bead; tears start nom his eyes; 
his breast henves; his lips grow livid, and his ut- 
tei:auce coufuaed. in short, his whole appearance 
is that of a mauiae. Fhudly, a profuse perspira- 
tion atrcams from vmy poK% by wliich lie is x«- 
Keved, ai^ tfie symptoms gradually abate; after 
this, he again sinkp into au attitude uf juu f, gazing 
about him from side to side, until suddenly striking 
the ground with a club, he tlius announces that the 
god has departed frf>m him. Wll,^tc^ cr t)ie priest 
utters while thus excited, is recei . ed ab a direct re- 
8p<inse of the gods to the prayers of those w ho made 
the offering. The provisions of which the offering 
is compoeed are now shared out, and ava prepared 
These are eaten and drunk in silence. The priest 
partakes of the feast, and always eats voraciously, 
supplying, as it Were, the exliaustion he has pre- 
viously nndergone. It is seldom, however, tliat his 
musdee resnme at once a quiescent state, and they 
more usually continue to iwitcb and tremble for 
some time afterwards. 

Wlien the candidate for tlie 4^ee of amhali has 
gone successfully thiougli such a ceremony, and 
the reiipoui>e he gives a» fiom the god is admitted 
to be correct, he is considered as qualified to be a 
priest, and takea poovession of the mbure. It is^ 
however, easily to be seen, that it is the chief who 
in fact niaki s lln appolntnunt. The individual 
chosen is always on good teinis with him, and is 
but his tool. The purposes of both are accom- 
plished by a good understanding between them. 
There can be no doubt that those who exercise the 
office of ambati, and go through the actions just 
mentioned, are consummate jugglers; but they 
ollten beoome so mudi aflheM by tbdr own 
clTort«, that the motions of the muscles become in 
reality involuntary, and they have every appear- 
ance of being affected by a supernatural agency. 

By the dexterity with wliich the ambati perform 
their joggling performances, they acquire great 

iiiflwiiice v. i-r llir iv.niniiin jn'oplr; but, as before 
reniaikcd, they are merely tlie instruments of the 
ebiefk. When the latter are about 'going to battle, 
orengaging in any other important enterprise, tht-y 
deeii-e Uie priest to let the spirit enter him forth- 
with, making him, nt the same time, a present. 
The priest speedily begins to shake and shiver, and 
ere long communicates the will of the god, wfaldi 
always tallies with the wishes of the chief. It 
sometimes happens that the priest fails in exciting 
himself to convulsive action ; but thin, among a 
people 80 wrapt in simerstition, can always he in- 
geniously aeeounted lor : the moat usual mode of 
excusing the failure, is to say that Ihm balouis dls* 
satisfied with the offering. 

Tb» chiefs themselvea admitted, and Whippy 
informed me, that they have little respect for the 
power of the priests, and use them merely to 
govern the pea|»le. The ambati are generally the 
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most shrewd utid intelligent nienibcre of the com- 
munity, and the reasons for thoir intimate union 
with the chiefs Me obvious; without the influence 
of the Bnperstiticm of which they are the <igents, the 
chief would be unaljk- succt-ssiully to rule; while 
without support from the authjritv of the chief, the 
ambati eould learcely practise weir mummeries 
without detection. 

The priests, when their services are not wauled 
by the chiefs, are sometimes driven to straits for 
food, la eucli cases they have reeoune to the 
feuH of tiie people, and amonf other modes of inti- 
midation, threaten to cat them if their demands are 
not complied with. To give force to the menace, 
they pretend to have had communication with the 
g<td in dreams, and asspmhle tho people to hear the 
message of the deitj'. ThisnieKsage is always por- 
tentous of evii ; iho. Biinple natives are thus induced 
to make propitiatory offeringBy which the priest ap- 
plies to hwowti use. 

The priest at Levuka pretends to receive oracles 
from a miniature mhure, an enpjiiie of superstition, 
whieh he keeps bel n ' u scrci ii in the spirit- 
hniiso. It is about four feet high; the bn.Ho in 
about fifteen inches square; it is hollow within, 
ha-s an car on OHO side of % Mid a moi^ and nose 
on the other. 

Tbb oraele is covered with scarlet and white 
seed?, about the size of a large pra, which are 
stuck upon it in fantastic figures with gunt. To 
the priest this is a labour-saving machiue; for on 
ordinary oecssiMlSj instead of going thi*ough the 
perforiuance we have described, he merely whis- 
pers ill tlie ear of th : tuo I !, and pretends to re- 
ceive an answer by applying his own ear to its 
month. 

The occasions on which the priests are required 
to shake, arc usually of the following kinds : to im- 
plore good crops of ysms and taro; on going to 
battle; for propitious voyages; forrain; for storms, 
to drive boats and ships ashore, in order that the 
natives ni:iy seize the property tlu-y are freighted 
with; and for the dostructiou of tlteir eacmim. 

When the prayers oifered are for a ddivmaco 
from famine, tlic priest directs the people to return 
to their houses, in the name of iSdengei, who then 
at his instsaes is expected to torn hiiuself over, in 
which case on earthquake ensueo^ which is to be 
followed by a season of fertility. 

Wlien it is detemuncil to oH\;r a sacrifice, the 
people are assembled and addressed by a cliief. 
A time is then fixed for tiie eerem<»iy, tmtil which 
time n tiiliiifi ishiid upnn pi^s, turtles, &c. On the 
appointed day, each man briugiihis quota of provi- 
sions, and a whale's tooth if he liave one. The 
ehieff aoeompsnied by tiie others,' approaches the 
mbure, and while he othsva up his prayers, the 
people present tlieir ;;'ift-*. The latter then return 
to their houses, aud the uifering is distributed by 
the priest. 

When a ehicf wishcR to Rupplicftte a f»od for the 
recovery of a sick friend, tiie return of a canoe, or 
any other desired object, he lakes a root of ava and 
a wtiale's tooth to the mbure, and offers tliem to 
the priest. The hitter tidtes the whale's tooth in 
liis hands, and then (;oes through the operation of 
shaking, &c., as has already been described. 

Besides the occasional eonsultation of the gods 
through the ambati, there are stated religious festi- 
tais. One of these, which is said to be only prac- 



tised in districts subject to Tui Lcvukn, takes 
place in the month cif November, and lasts four 
days. At its commencement au influential matani- 
vanua (landholder) proceeds just at sunset to the 
outside of the koro, or town, where, in a laid voice, 
he invokes the spirit of the sky, praying for g«K>d 
crops and other bleasiogs. This is followed by a 
' gpnera! beating of sticks nnd di Tims, and blowing of 
couclis, which lasts fur iiail an liour. During the 
four days, the men live in the mbure, when they 
feast upon the Italolo*, a eniioua species of salt- 
water worm, which makes its appearance at this 
season, for one day, wliile tin- women mid bovs vi-- 
main slmt up iu the houses. No labour is per- 
mitted, no work carried on; and so strictly is this 

rule observed, that not even a leaf is phieli' d; aiul 
llie oifal IB not rcuiovcd from the house.>s. At day- 
light on' the expiration of the fourth night, the 
whole town is in an uproar, and men and boys 
scamper about, knocking with elnba and sticks at 
the doors of the houses, erving out, " Sinarila." 
This concludes the ceixMuony, and the usual routine 
of affairs goes on theuceforth as usual. 

At Ainhatj a grand festival takes place at the in- 
gathering of the fruits. This is called Bat.inu 
mbulu (the spirit below or in the cartli). Un this 
occasion a great feast as held, and the king, chiclts, 
and people wallc in proeeaafon, with great pomp 
and ceremony, to Viwa, where they pay homage to 
the spirit. I was unable to obtain further details 
of this festival, but its object was explained to be a 
return of thanks fur the fruits of the eartli. 

1'he marriages of the Feejeeans are sanctioned 
by religious cereuionies, and, among the high cldefs, 
are attended with much form and parade. As at 
all other eersmonies, ava drinking forms an enential 
part. The ambati, or priest, takes a seat, having 
the bridegroom on his right and the bride on the 
left hand. He then invokes the protection of the 
god or spirit upon the bride, after which lie leads 
her to the bridegroom, and juiits their hands, with 
injunctions to love, honour, and obey, to be fsithfttl 
and die with each other. 

During this eeremony, the g^ris are engaged in 
chewing the ava, on which the pi*iest directs 
the water to bo poured, aud cries out, *' Ai sevu." 
He then calls upon all the gods of tha town or 
island. lie takes care to maks no omission, leat 
the neglected deity should inflict injury on tlie 
couple he has uniteil. He concludes tne ceremony 
by calling out " iiuina" (it is finislied); to which 
the people respond " ndinii" (itil tme). 

For the marriage of a woman, the consent of 
her father, mother, and brother is re([uired, 
and must bo asked by the iutc]ide<l Inishand. 
£%-en if the father and mother assent, the re- 
fusal of the Iwother will prevent the marriage; 
but, with his concurrence, it may take jdace, even 
if hiith father aud mother oppose, in a^ikiug a 
woman in iiuirriage^ rolls of tapa, whales' teeth, 
provisions, &c., are sometimes presented to the 
parents. The acceptance of these ingnilies tliat 
the suit is favourably receirsd} their rejection is a 
refusal of the suit. 

If the proposals of the yonng man are received, 
ha gives notice of it to his own rsiationB, who take 

• The batolo t« eMaiued at Waltali» and Is eaten toth 
cooked and raw, as ralti the AsQjr, and fifsm It Novemtsr 

receive* Us name. 
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presents to his betrotlied. Uer own relation^ by 
way of down', giva h«r B utoiM^lM^iicr (matevrfvi) 
and two 1 1 p 'l sticks (eki), lAer which the marriage 

may take pl&ce 

Among the common people the marriage rites 
are less eereiDooiouB than thooe of die duaiiB. The 
priest of the tribe eomea to die hooae, when Tie ki 

presented with a whale's tooth aad a huwl of nva, 
aud inaking a sevu<«evu (prayer), invokea happi- 
ness upon the union. The bride's near reUtions 
then present her with a Irtrrrr ]"'ttic(i:it (lieolib), 
and the more distant relatives make gifts of tapus, 
mats, and provisions. 

Bveiy mail majr have as many wives aa he can 
nsintsui, and the chielk have msny betrothed to 
them at an eai'ly age, for the purpose of extt niling 
their political connexions by bonds which, accord- 
ing to their emrtoms, cannot be overlooked. 

The Inn-'itcrs of chiefs are usually betrothed 
early w Yuc. If tlio bridegroom refuses to caiTy 
the contract into effect, it is considered as a great 
iasultyand he may Uy his account to have a contest 
with her rehttkns and fHends. If the betrothed 
husband die before the girt ^rnws up, his next 
brother succeeds to his rights in tliis respect, 
llsiiy of the marriages in Ui|^ life are the result of 
mutual attachment, and are preceded bv a court- 
ship, presents, <kc. The parties may be frequently 
seen, as among us, walking ann-iii-arm after they 
are engaged. F<»ced marriages sometimes occur, 
although they are by no means frequent in this 
class ; in snch instances snicide is occasionally the 
consequence. A case of this sort had occurred 
previous to our an-ival, when a daughter of the 
chief of Ovolau luUed hezself by Jumping off a 
precipice bddnd tiie town, beeaose she faM been 
forced to marry a brother of Tanoa. The females 
of the lower claaees have no such delicate scruples. 
Among them, maniagsa an mere matters of bar- 
gain, and wives arc purchased and looked upon as 
property in most parts of tlie group. The usual 
price is a whale's tooth, or a musket ; and this onco 
paid, the husband has an entire right to the person 
of the wife, whom he may evoi kill and eat if he 
feel so dispoR i!. Young women, until purchased, 
belong to the chief of the village, who may dispoee 
of Ihem as he thinks best. Bkipements, howoTcr, 
sometimes take place, when a marriage is opposed 
from diRerenoe of rank or other cause, when the 
parties flee to some neighbouring i^hii f, whom they 
engage to intecoode and bring about a reoonoilia- 
tioa. 

Wives are faithful to their husbands mthrr from 
fear than from affection. If detected iu iutidelity, 
the woman is not nnfrequently knoehsd on the 
head, or made a shv* lor life. The man may also 

be treated in the esmo manner; bat this punish- 
ment may also consist in what is called suabi. 
This is a forfeiture of his lands, which ia signified 
by sticking reeds into the ground. These are 
bound together by knots, so as to form tripnds. If 
the offender wishes to regain his lauds, ho must 
purchase the good-will of the offended party by 
presenta. In some oaaei^ the friends of the injured 
party Mice tiie wife of the offisnder, and give her 
to the jiu'L'i ieved husband. There arc also other 
modes ni which a husband revenges himself for the 
infidelity of his wifo, wUeh do not admit of do* 
scription. 

We have seen that the extent to which polygamy 



is carried is limited only by the will of the man 
and his means of nmlittalniiiR his wivsa. Tho 

latter are almost completely smves, and usuiilly, 
by the strict discipline of the husband, live peace- 
ably together. The household is under the eharge 
of the ptineipal wife^ and the others are required 
to yield to her e<introl. If they misbehave, they 
are tied up, put in ii-ons, or flngged. 

The birth of the first child is celebrated by a 
feast on the natal day ; another feast takes place 

fctir fine's nftrfT^'nrd^, nri'l nrtnthfr in t^n dn^■9, 
wlien auiiable presents are made to the young 
couple. 

ParturUkn is not nsually severs, and .some 
women hav« been tinown to go to work within an 

hour after delivery. O'lurs, however, remain 
under the nurse's care for months. It is the pre- 
vi^ling opinion that hard work makes the delivery 
more easy. After childbirth the women usually 
remain quiet, and live upon a diet composed of 
young taro tops, for from fooT tO sight days^ after 
which they bathe constantly. 

Midwlfiwy is a distinet p rofc a ri en, eKerdsed by 
worn* II in all the towns, aud they are said to be 
very skiiful, performing operations which are 
among us cnnt^idered as surgiod. Abortion is 
prevalent, and nearly half of Uicee conceived are 
supposed to be destroyed in this manner, usually 
by the command of the father, at whose instance 
the uife takes herbs which are known to produce 
this eflbeL If dib do not sooeeed, the aeeoneheur 
is emnloyed to atnui|^ the diUd^ and bring it 
forth aead. 

A child is rubbed with turmeric as soon as it is 
bom, which they consider atceiMthening. It is 
named immediately, by some refstlve or friend. 

If, through neglect or accident, ri nainn should not 
be forthwith given, tlie child would be considered 
as an outcast, and be destroyed by the mother. 

Girls reach the ni»e of puberty when about four- 
teen years old, and boys whcu from seveuteea to 
eighteen. This period in a girl's life is duly cele- 
brated by her; for which purpose she requests the 
loan of a hotne fnm a friend, and takes p osse ssi on 
r.f It, ill r.jinpuiiV \\-ifh a number of youn^' '/''il^- 
The townspeople supj ly them with provisions for 
ten dsyS) during whteh they anoint themselves 
with turmeric and oil. At the expiration of this 
time, they all go out to fish, and are furnished by 
the men w ith provisions. 

The only general fact to be derived from the 
varhms opinions in relation to the sphrita of the 
dead, which have been stated in the way we 
rec^ved them, is, that a belief in & future state is 
imivsnally entertained by the Feejeeans. In 
soma parts of the group, this hss taken the UA' 
lowing form, w Inch, if not derived from interconrse 
with the whites, is at least nune consistent with 
revealed trutii than any of those previously re- 
corded. Those who hold this opinion, say tlmt all 
the sriils of the departed will remain in their 
appointed place, until the world is destroyed by 
fire and a new one created ; that in the latter all 
things wiU be renovated, and to it they wlU again 
be sent to dwell fliereon. 

Tilts belief iu a future »tate, guided by no just 
notions of religious or moral obligation, is the 
source of many abhorrent practices. Among these 
are the custom of putting their parents to death 
when they are advanced in years ; suicide ; the 
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iwBaoiatiop of vivM Mt tlie IoimcbI of tlieir Jiiw> 
UaniMf and bnraan SMrifioeo. 

It is among tlu' m >st usual occarrenees, that a 
fatlier or a mother will notify their children that 
it i« time for thaiB to ^ or Ihok a wm dbftll givo 
notice to liis parents that they are becoming a 
burden to Imii. In either case, the relatives and 
friends are collected, and informed of tho fact. 
A oooaultatioa is tlien held, whtdi geoendl^ ro> 
Mrite te tito eondiuioii, thai Hhe nqwHt is to bo 

OOBipIied with, in which case ihry fix upon a day 
for the purpose, unless it shuuiU b« dune by t)ie 
party whoee fate is under delibmlka* Tho daj 
ia usually choeen at a time when yams or teo are 
ripe, in order to furnish materials for a great feast, 
called mburu'i. The aged pcrs5on is thin asked, 
whether he will prefer to be strangled before his 
boiial, or Inuriod bUto. When iho appointed day 
arrives, the relatives and fiiends bring tapos, 
mate, and oil, as preoents. They are received as 
at other funeral feaota, and all mouni together 
until the time for tlio ceremony arrives. Tho aged 
person then proceeds to point out the ])lace where 
the grave is to be du j - an 1 while some are digging 
it, tSie others pot on a new maro and turbana. 
when the gnvo hi dng, which is ab<Hit four iieot 
deep, the person is assisted into it, while the rela- 
tives and friends begin their lamentations, and 
prowod to weep and out thomselves as they do at 
$lkm faiiiialu. All than proceed to take a partiDg 
Ubi, after wlildi Hho livuig body is eovered tip, 
first with mfits and in [ a wrapped around tho head, 
and then with sticks and earth, whiuh are tixxlden 
down. When this has been done, all retire, and 
are t^iboor-fl, rt<« \vil! hi-> ^tntr-;! in dp~i'riljityg tlieir 
ordinary lunemls. llie Hucceediog uiglit the sou 
goes privately to the grave, and lays upon it a piece 
of ava»roo(, which is called tho vot-tafat or &rewolh 
Mr. Hwit, one of tiie miaidonaiiee, Imd been a 
witness of several of these acts. On <.nr ooi :uoon, 
he was called upon by a young man, wlio desired 
that he would pray to faia apirit for his mother, 
who wa.<> dr ;l 1. Mr. Hunt was at first in hopes that 
this would utlurd him an opportunity of forwarding 
their 0reat cause. On inquiry, the young man told 
him wat his brothers and himaeif were just going 
to bary her. Mr. Html neeompaniad the young 
man, telli him he would follow in the procession, 
and do as he desired him, aupposiug, of course, 
tfio oorpoe woold be brought alongj M he now 
met the procession, when ttie young man said that 
this was the funeral, and pointed out his mother, 
who was walking along with them, as gay and 
lively aa any of thooe present, and apparently as 
■mm ploaasd. Mr. Hnat oapwaiod his surprise 
to the yonnr;^ man, and aslted how he could deceive 
him so much by sayiug his mother was dead, when 
dhewns alive and well. He said, in replj, tint 
they had made her deatb*foaaty and wore noir 
going to bury her; that she was ad; fhat hia bro« 
ther and himself had thought she had lived long 
enough, and it was time to bury her, to which she 
had willingly assented, and they were about it now. 
He hnd <• nif to Mr. Hunt to ask hia prayers, as 
they did those oi the priest. He added, that it was 
from love for hia mother that he had done so; 
that, in consequence of the same laf9, tiiej wore 
now going to bury her, and thai none but them- 
selves oould or ought to do K - sn: r d :iu iffice I 
Mr. Hunt did all iu hia pow«r to pravent so dia- 



boHeal an aot; but tho onlj ttfiy he reodved was 
that she was their mother, and they were her 

childii ti, and they ought to j ut In r to Iratli. On 
reaching the grave, the mother sat down, when 
th^ all, uicluding children, grandchildren, iil.i- 
tioiiR, and friends, tt rdc :in affectionate leave of her; 
a rope, made of twisted lapa, was then passed 
twice around her neck by her sons, who took hold 
of it. and stcaoglod her; after whioh ahe was put 
into Iter gfare, with tlio vaoal oorenonioa. They 
returned to fen«' niid mourn, after which she was 
entirely forgotten aa though she had not existed. 

Mr. Hunt, after giving me this anecdote, sur- 
prised me by expressing his opinion that the Fee- 
jeeans were a kind and affectionate people to tlieir 
parent*, adding, that he was aK'.nred by many of 
them that they considered tliis custom as so great 
a proof of aflbetfon that none hot obDdren oovid bo 
found to perform it Tlio same opinion wio on- 
pressed by all the oilier white residents. 

A short time before our araival, an old man at 
Levuka did something to TOS one of hia grand- 
children, who in cont^quenee throw stones at him. 
Tho only action tht ol 1 man took in the case was 
to walk away, saying that he liad now lived long 
enough, when hia nanddrildren oonld atone him 
with imi'iinity. Bw then requested his children 
and friends to l»ary him, to which tluy consented. 
A feast was made, he was dressed in his best tapa, 
and his face blackened. He waa then pbMOd ait- 
ting in his grave, with hio head abont two feet 
below the surface. Tapa and mats were thrown 
upon him, and the earth pressed down; during 
which he was heard to complain that thoy huit 
him, and to heg that they would not preaa ao 
hard. 

Self-immolation is by no means rare, and they 
boUevo that aa they leave thia M% ao will they 
remain over after. Thia forma a poworAil motiTo 

to escape from decrepitude, or uom a oripplod 

condition, by a voluntary death. 

Wives are often strangled, or buried alive, at 
the funeral of their husbands, and generally at 
their own instance. Cases of this sort have fre- 
quently been witnessed by the white residents. 
On one oooaaiun Whippy drove away the mur- 
derers, reeened tho woman, and oarriod hor to tiii 
own house, where she '.vns resuscitated. So far, 
however, from feeling grateful for her preservation, 
she loaded him with abuse, and ever afterwards 
manifeatod the most deadly hatred toward»< him. 
That women should desire to aceom{)any their 
husbands in d^th Is by no means strange, when it 
is considered that it is one of the articles of their 
belief, that in this way alone can they reach the 
realms of bliss, and she who meets her death with 
the greatest devoteduess, will become the favourite 
wife in the abode of spirits. 

The nerifioo ia nwt» howofor, always voluntary; 
hat when a woman refhaea to bo atrangled, hor 
relations often compel lier to submit. This they 
do from interested motives; fur, by her death, her 
connexions become entitled to the property of her 
husband. Even a delay is made a matter of re- 
proach. Thus, at the funeral of the late king, 
L'livDU, which was witiu R-scd 1. Mi. Cargill, lii.s 
tive wives and a daughter we^ btrangled. The 
principal wiib delayed ttie deremony, by taking 
leave of those around lier; whereupon Tanoa, the 
present king} chid her. The victim was his own 
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auut, and lie assisted in |nittiiig the rune ai'ound 
iter neck, and strangling her, a service he is said 
lo h»Te rendered on » fonuer ocoasiou lo bis own 
niotli6r> 

Not only do many of th n itiTes desire their 
friends to put th«n tit deatli to escape decrepitude, 
or immolate thetnaelres with a aimilar view, but 
families have such a repugnance to having de- 
formed or maimed persons among them, that those 
who have nu t with .sucli misfortunes are itlmost 
always deeiroyed. An iustauce of this sort was 
felatM to me, when a boy wboee leg had been 
bitten olT hy a shark was stranplrd, although he 
iiad been taiveu care of by one of the white resi- 
dents, and there was ereiy prospect of his reco- 
very. No other reason was assigned by the per- 
petrators of the deed, than that if be bad livea he 
would have b<'en a disi;raet> to his fiunilyf in 



queuce of his having only one leg. 
When a native, whetmr man, woman, or child, 

is sick of a lingering disea&e, tlu ir relain os v -ll 
either wring their heads off, or slrangle them. -Mr. 
Hunt stated that this was a frequent custom, and 
eifeed a case when he had with difficult saved a 
servant of his own from each a fkte, who after- 
wards recovered his hi iltli 

Formal human sacrifices are frequent The 
vicUms are nsnally taken ftwn a dmant tribe, 
and when not BtipjiWc-d hy war or violence, they 
ai'e at tinieb obtained by ut^otiation. After being 
selected for this purpoee, they are often kept for a 
tisM to be fattened. When about to be sacrificed, 
the^ are eoropelled to sit npon the ground, with 
theur feet drawn nndor their thiglis, and their 
arms placed close before them. In tins posture 
they are bound so tightly that they caimot stir, 
or move a joint. They are then placed in the 
usual uv( II, upon hot stones, and covered with 
leiivea and earth, where tliey ai-e roasted alive. 
When the body is cooked, it is'taken from the oven 
and Che ftee painted Uadi, as ia done by tim natives 
on festnl u-easjious. It is then carried to the 
mbure, where it is offered to the gods, and is after- 
wards removed to be eat np and diBtribiifeed» to be 
eaten by the people. 

. Women are not albwed to enter the mbure, or 

to i-at liuriiaii flesh. 

Human sacrifices are a preliminary to almost all 
dwir nndertakings. When a new mbure is built, 
a party goes out and seizes the first person they 
meet, whom they sacrifice to the gods; when a 
laiga canoe is launehed, the first person, man or 
woman, whom thef aneaanter, is laid hold of and 
earned home for a feaal. 

When Tanoa launches a canoe, ten or more men 
are sUughtered on the deck, in order that it may 
be waahed with hunmn blood. 

Hurrsnn sacrifices are also amon"; the rites per- 
formed at the fuQcrala uf chiefs, when slaves are 
in some instances put to deatli. Their bodies are 
fixst placed in the grave!, and upon them those of 
ihe <»!ef and Ua wivea are hdd. 

Tlic ceremonies attendant i n the death and 
burial of a great chief, were deHcribed U> me by 
pevsona who liad witnessed them. When his last 
moments are approaching, his friends place in his 
hands two whale's teeth, which it is supposed he 
will need to throw at a tree that stands on the 
road to the regions of the dead. As soon as the 
faMk atruggle is over, the friends and attwdants fill 



the air with their lanientations. Two priests then 
tiike in each of tlieir hands a reed about eighteen 
inches Ions, on which the leaves at the eod are 
left, and widi tiieae they indicate two persona for 
grave-diggers, and mark out the place for the jjrave. 
The spot usually seloeted is im near as pftssible to 
the banks of a Streaai. The grave-diggers are 
provided with mangrove- staves (tiri) for their work, 
and take their positions, one at the head, the other 
at the foot of the grave, having each one of the 
priests ou his right hand. At a given signal, the 
labonrsrs, making three fdnia berare they-atrilte, 
slick their staves into the ground, while the priests 
twice exchange reeds, repeating Feejee, Tonga ; 
Feejc , i ngi«,. The diggers work in a sitting pos- 
tare, imd thus dig a pit sufficiently large to cuntain 
the body. TIm first earth whini is removed is 
considered as sacred, and hiid a>ide. 

The persons who have dug the grave also wash 
and prepare tile body for interment, and tbey are 
the only persons whn cnn toueh the corpse without 
being Lud under u labuu for ten months. The 
body after being washed is laid on a couch of cloth 
and roat8» and carefdlfy wiped. It is then dressed 
and deemrated aa the deceased was in life, wfien 
preparing for a L;i r at as.-. niMy of chit fs : it is 
hval anointed witli uil, and then the ueck, breast, 
and arms, down to the elbows, are daubed with a 
blaek pigment ; a white bandage of native cloth is 
bound around the head, and tied over the temple in 
a graceful knot ; a club is placed in the hand, and 
laid across the breast, to indieate in the neat world 
that tlie deeessed was a chief and warrior. Tlie 
body is then laid on a bier, and flie chiefs of the 
subject trib«^ auseutblo ; each tribe presents a 
whale's tooth, and the chief or spoksanuui aaya : 
" This is our offering to the dead ; we are poor 
and cannot find riches." All now clap their liands, 
and the king or a ehief of r:uik replies : " Ai 
mumundi ui mate" (the end of death) ; to which 
all the people present respond, e dfata** (it is 
true). The female friends then approaeh and 
kiss the corpse, and if any of his wives wibh to 
die and be buried with him, she runs to her bro- 
ther or nearest relative and e.xclaims, " 1 wish to 
die, that I may accompany my husband to the 
land where his spirit has gone ! love me, and make 
haste to strangle me, that I may overtake him 1" 
Her friends appUnd b«r purpose, and being 
dressed, and decorated in her best clothes, she 
scats herself ou a mat, reclining her head on the 
lap of a wonuin ; another holds Iter DMttl^ tiwt 
she may not breathe tlurough them ; a card, made 
by twisting fine tapi (niasi), is then put aronnd her 
neck, an 1 I rnwn tight by four or H < strongmen, 
BO that the atruggle is soon over. The cord is left 
tight, and tied In a bow-knot, until the friends of 
the hiif:band present a whale's tooth, saying, " This 
is iho untying of the cord of stranglinff." The 
cord is then loosed, b«l ii not removed mm Hm 
neck of the oorpae. 

When the grave ia fidshed, the principal wnrlt- 
man takes the four reeds used by the priestF, rin 1 
passes them backwards and forwards across each 
other; ho then lines the pit OT grave with fine 
mats, and lays two of the leaves at the head and 
two at the foot of tlie grave; on these the corpse 
of the chief is placed, with two of his wives, one on 
each side, having their right and left h<uids, re- 
flficotiveiy, hud «o Ida bccaat; tbc bodiea an tfian 
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wrapped togethw in folds of natire cloth ; the 
gtave is then filM in, and die aaered earth is bud 

on, and a fttone over it All the men who have 
had any tiling to do with the dead body take oflF 
thi'ir niaro nr raa>i, and rub them^iflvcs all over 
with the leaves of a plant they call koaikoaia. 
A friend of tlie parties takes new tsps, and clothes 
them, for they aro not allowed to touch any thing, 
being tabooed peraoua. At the end of ten days, 
the head chief of the tribe provider a giwlfssst 
(mburua), at which time the tabooed men agiun 
scrub themselves, and are newly dressed. After 
the feast, ava is prc|i u r i and set before the jiriest, 
who eoes through man/ incantationay shiveruigs, 
and Aakinjte, and prays for long life and abnn- 
dSttce of children. The sonl of tlie deceased is 
now enabled to quit the body and go to its destina- 
tion. During these ton davH, all the women in the 
town provide themselves with long whips, knotted 
with shells; these tliey use upon tlw men, inflicting 
bloody wounds, which tlie men retort by flirting 
fi-otu a pieoe of split bamboo little hard balls of 
clay. 

When the tabooed person becomes tired of re- 
nmining so restricted, tiiey send to the head chief, 
and infoKm hinijSiid as replies that he will remove 
the labeo wfaensrer they plssas; they then send 
him presents of pigs ana other provisions, which 
he shares amonj^ the pen] Ir. Tho tabooed persons 
then go into a stream and wash thcmaelveH, wliich 
act they call vuluvnlu ; they then catch some 
animal, a pig or turtle, on which they wipe their 
liaods: it then becomes BJicred to the chief. The 
taboo is now removed, and the men are free to 
work, feed tbemselvesy and live with their wives. 
Tlie taboo vsnatly Tssis from two to ten months in 
the cAse of chiefs, according to their rank; iu the 
case of a p«tty chief, the taboo would not exceed a 
month, and for a eonunon person, not more than 
four days. It Is genenilly resorted to by the lazy 
aud idle; for during this time they are not only 
provided with food, but are actually fed by attend- 
ants. Off eat thehr food from the ground. On the 
deafli of a diief, a taboo is laid upon the ooooa^ 
nuts, pigs, fic, of a whole district 

Taking off a taboo is attended with certain 
oeremonies. It can be done by none but a chief 
of high rank. Presaits are brcNight to the priest, 
and a piece of ava, which is brewed aofdraftk; he 
then makes a prayer (8STQ-ievn)y and the oers< 
mony is tiniahod. 

In laying a taboo, a stone about two feet in 
length is set np before the mburc, and i>ainted red ; 
ava is chewed; after which the prieist makes a 
prayer, and invokes maledictions on the heads of 
those who shall break it. Trees that are tabooed 
have bands of coeoa-nnt or pandsnus^leaves tied 
around them, and a stick Is set in a heap of earth 
near by. Wo had an instance of this at the time 
of our arrival, when we fimnd ftll the cocoa^mls 
tabooed. We in consequence could obtain none, 
until T spoke to the chiefs of Anibau, who re- 
moved the taboo. 

To the funeral oeremonies we have described, 
odNSS sre added, in some parts of the group, and 
tiiere are diflerences In some of the details of the 
rites. Thus, at Muthuata, tho body of a chief is 
usually tl^en to the royal mburs^ OK the island of 
that name, to be interred. The eorpee, insteail of 
being dressed hi the habiliments of lue, is wrapped 



in white mats, and borue ou a wide plank. On its 
arrival at the mbnre, it is received by the priest, 
who pronounces an eulogium on his character, 
after which the yuung men form themselves into 
two rauks, between which, and around tlie corpse, 
the rest of the people pass several times. 

All the boys who have snrived at a soitable age 
are now circumcised, and many boys suffer the 
loss of tlieir little fingers. The foreskins and 
fingers are placed in the grate 4rftfie ehief. When 
this part of the ceremony is over, young bread- 
fruit trees are presented by the relatives of the 
chief to tho boys, whose connexions are bound to 
cultivate them until the boys are able to do it 
themselTesi*. 

The strangulation of the chiers wires follows; 
and this is succeeded by a farther eulogium of the 
deceased, and a lament for the loss his people have 
suatatoed. Tho whole is concluded by a great 
feast of hogs, taro, yams, and bananas. 

The funerals of pei-sons of lower rank are of 
course far less ceremonious. Tlte body is wrapped 
in taps or mats, and somettmes spnnUed with 
turmeric, and is buried iu a sitting posture, just 
below the surface of the ground. Even in this 
class the wife generally insists on being strangled. 
Instsnees are now, however, begmnh^ to oeenr, in 
whidi this enstom is not permted m, a drovn- 
stance which seems to show that the dawn of 
civilization is breaking upon them. 

On the day of the death, a feast called mburua 
is always prr vif?rf^; niiothcr four days after, called 
buuiva; and a third at the cud of tea days, which 
is called boniviti. 

The usual outward sign of moucniog is to crop 
die hair or heard, or very rarely both. Indeed, 
they are too vain of tliese appendages to part with 
them on trifluig occasions; and as the hair, if cut 
off, takes a long time to grow again, they use a wig 
as a substitute. Some of these wigs are beauti- 
fully made, and even more exact imitations of 
nature than those of our best perruc^uiers. 

Another mark of sorrow is to cut off the joints 
of the small toe and little flnger; and this w not 
I'tne only as a mark of grief or a token of affec- 
tion, but the dismembered joints are frequently 
sent to families which are considered wealthy, and 
who are able to reward this token of syupraiy in 
their loss, which they never fail to do. 

Women in mourning burn their ^l.iii into blis- 
ters, as is the pi'actioo also in otlier groups visited 
by ns. Tlie inslnmient used for the purpose is a 
piece of tapa twisted into a small roll ntifl i L^-nited. 
Marks thus produced may be seen on their arms, 
shoulders, neek, and breast. This euatom Is called 
loloe mate. 

The eating of humsn flesh is not eonfined to 

casts of sacrifice for religious purposes, but is 
practised from habit and taste. The existence of 
cannibalism, independent of superstitious notions, 
has been doubted by many. There can be no 
question that, allhough it may have originated as 
a sacred rite, it is continued in the Feejee Group 
for the mere pleasure of eatmg homan flesh as a 
food. Their nndiMBB for it will he understood 
from the custon they have of sendmg povtiont of 

• This euatom has as bspeitaat inHuence in keepiag op 
a itock of this Iml^ortSBt NOice of food, sod may liave 
oriipnatedvltli that view.- ■ « 
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it to their friends at a dist&nce, as an acceptAble 
present, and the gift is eaten^ even if decomposi- 
tion have begun before it m received. So higlily 
do they esteem this fond, tliat the greatest praii»e 
they can bestow on a delkaey to tO tlut U iS M 
tender as a dead nuui. 

Even their tacriftoea ar« made more froqnent, 
not merely to gratify feelings of revaimB^ ^ 
indulge their taste for this horrid food. In re- 
spcfct to this propensity, they affect no diagaiw; 
I have myself frequently spoken with them oon- 
ceming it, and received but one answer, both from 
chiefs and «oaiiiMHi people, that H wm vimk* 
(good). 

The bodies ef enemies ilaiii in battle are always 

eaten. Wliippy told me that he saw, on oire occa- 
sion, upwarda of twenty men cooked; and sevenl 
of tlie white residents stated that they have seen 
bodies brought from auoh a diatanee aa to be green 
from putrescence, and to faaye tte flesh dropping 
from t]:e Ijiiiii."-:, ^v]|ij:1l t'ro,notwitlutandill|^ salMl 
with greedlneas and apparent pleasure. 

War, howevw, does not furnish enough of tills 
food to satisfy their appetite for It. Sti-atagem 
and violence are resorted tu fur obtaiuiug it. 
While we were at Levuka, as a number of women 
belonging to the village were engaged in pieking 
up riiells and ftebing, a eanoe belonging to tile 
LiiHli.aiis, or fishermen, in passlni.; liy tlie reef, 
seized and carried off two ot them, as it was be- 
lieved, for cannibal purposes. When I beard the 
story I could not at first believe it; but it was 
confirmed by Tui Levuka, who sud that the Lasi- 
kauH frequently htole womsQ ffom the jmtb for the 
purpose of eating tbenu 

All donbl, hvwever, was nuoved, When Vh. 
Eld, while st-ationed at the observatory, became an 
eye-witness of an attempt of the kind. The daugh- 
ter of ths Ti Tbnga* chief, with some of her com- 
panions, was ennged iu fishing on the reef in a 
small eanoe. By some accident the canoe was 
«waniped, wliicli rendered ihem a prize to whoever 
aiiuuld capture them. A caiioe from Ambau had 
watehed the poor creatures like a hawk, and, as 
soon a-S the accident happened, pouncrrl upon tliem. 
The men iu the caiioe Hucceeded iu capturiug the 
chief's daughter, and forced her into the vessel. 
When near the abure, however, she oontrived to 
make her' escape by juuiping ovsrlioard, and 
rcacK l the shore before they could overtake her. 
Clubi^ and spears were thrown at her, with no 
Other effect than a slight scratch under the arm, 
and a bruise on her shoulder. On the beach she 
was received by her friends, who stood ready to 
protect her, upoji whidi tbs Ambaa people gavs np 
the pursuit. 

The cannihal propensity ts not Ihttitsd to sns- 

mic8 or persona of a different tribe, but they wi!! 
baa(|uet on the fiesii of their dearest friends; and 
it is even related, tliat in times of scarcity, familiea 
will make an exchange of children Cor this horrid 
pui-pose. 

Tlu fli sli of women is preferred to that of men, 
and they consider the flesh of the arm above the 
elbow, and of tiis thigh, as the choicest parts. 
Tlif wfimen are not allowed to cat it openly, but it 
in said that the wives of ctiiefs do pai-take of it in 
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private. It is also forbidden to the kai-si, or 
common people, unless there be a great quan- 
tity, but tbegrhave an nppoManbjrof picking the 

bones. 

As a further instance of theee cannibal propensi- 
ties, and to show that the sacrifice of human life 
to ^ratify their paaekns and appetites is of afanont 
dnily iH'curri nee, a fi:-u>.t frequently takes plass 
among the chiefs, to winch each is required to 
bring a pig. On these occasions Tanoa, from pride 
and ostentation, always fumislies a human body. 

A whale's tooth is about the price of a human 
life, even wlien the party shiin i.s of rank, as will 
be shown by the following anecdotes. Kivaletta, 
the youngest son of Tsnoa, while passmg along the 
north end of Ovolau in his canoe, dc^rrif d a Awing 
party. He at once determhied to possess himself 
of Wliait tbsgr had taken, and for this purpose dashed 
in among them, and fired his mnsket. The shut 
killed a young man, who provsd to be a nephew of 
Tui Levuka, the chief of Ovolau, and waa recog- 
nised by some of Rivaletta's followers. This dis- 
cuverj did not prevent thdr carrying the body to 
Ambau to be fessf' d Tipon; but in order to pre- 
vent it from being known Uicre, the face was dis- 
figured by broiling it in the fire in the canoe. Tanoa, 
however, soon became aware of the Cact, and forth- 
with sent a whalers tooth to Tui LeTnka, as the 
value of hb lo6s, tD;:- tlior w ith a number of little 
hngers, cut from tlie people of Ambau, as a propi- 
tiatory offering. The remuneration was Mesivsd 
^vTui T.pvTika a.saufficienlyandaoimiMiMlies«M 

Lakeii of the matter. 

Before we left tho group, an inferior chief ran 
awajr with one of the wives of Tui Levuka. His 
latter humediatoiy despatebsd Ids son to the town 

where the chief r( si ied, for the purpose of killini; 
tlie offender, which was effected, and the woman 
brought back. Tui Levuka thereupon sent a 
whale's tooth and some taps to the principal chisf 
of the town, and the affair was ended. 

When they set so little value on the lives of their 
own oountrymen, it is not tu be expected that thepr 
should mneh regard thoss of foreigners. It m 

ncceBsary, tlierefore, while hoIdiriL; imcrcnurs© 
with them, to be continually guarded agamst tiieir 
murderous designs, which they are always medi- 
tating far the siUte of ttie property aboot the pei^ 
son,or to obtain the body far food. Several rseent 
instances are related, wlicre crews of vessels visit- 
ing these islands have been put to death. One of 
these, in particular, beeams known to me, and led 
to certain proceedings on my part, which will form 
an important part of the following chapter. 

The vessel in question was the American brig, 
Charies Doggstt, Csplain Bachelor. I had hea;^ 
of the attaekupon her, and after Paddy Connel paid 
nil' his first visit, of which I have before spoken, 1 
learuud tliat he had been ou board the brig at the 
time, and had a full knowledge of all wlm were 
concerned in the transaction. I therefore, on his 
next visit, questioned him in relation to the affair, 
and (d)taiiied the following particulars. 

In the month of August, 1634, Paddy, with some 
other men, was engaged by Captain Badielor to 
assist in getting a cargo of hichc de mar. The brig 
then went tu Itewa, where tlie captain made a eon- 
tract with Vendovi, a chief of that island, and Vaan 
of Kautavtt, for further awistanca in attaming liis 
objeou Hovolhn.eondMtfif TsndoviyThokanaato 
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and other duefs, led to the suBpieion that some 
miachief was intended; Pnddy heard run^oin-s of 
the great value of the articles on board the brig, 
ae«>inpAnied by hinta that the eww was bat Mnall, 
and predictinn^ that ft would not be well with her. 
He also found tliat a desire waa evinced that he 
should not go further in the veaael. In conae- 
qneooc^ Paddy, white oa the way to lUotavik 
naentioned his sospickm* to Captain Bachelor, and 
advis* 1 li!)Vi to bo on his guard. When tlity ar- 
rived at Kaiitavu, they proceeded to a small island 
naar its eaatern end, where the biclic de mar h<wae 
was erected, and a chief of thv i-lan l w n'^, a-s usual, 
takeu on board as a hostage, liie day after he 
came on board, he feigned aickness, and was, in 
consequence^ pennitted to go onsbors. Ho de- 
parted witii such mniBiii] ekfail^tons of ftrieodly 
dtsprinitirn, as served to confirm Paddy's previous 
suH|)iL>ions; but he feit assured tlmtall would be safe 
so long as the captain remained ou board. 

On the following morning (Sanday), Vendovi 
came oflF, saying that the yoinig chief was very sick, 
and he wanted the captain to come to the biehe dc 
mar boos^ where be said be was, to give bim some 
msdidiie. In this honse eight of the men were 
employed, of whom two were Sandwich Islanders. 
The captain was preparing to go ashore with the 
medicine, when Fsdify stepped aft to him, and told 
bim that to go on shore waa as mueh aa his life waa 
worth, for he was sure that the natives intended to 
kill him, and to take all their lives. Tlie captain 
in consequence remained on board, but the mate 
went on shore, and took with him tM bottfe of me- 
dicinr. Vendovi went in the boat, and landed \virh 
the mate, but could not conceal his disappointment 
that the captain did not come also. Paddy now was 
eoDvinced, izam the ananninents that liad lieeii 
nade to get the people uia boats ftway from the 
hrigi tiiat the intended miHchief was aboiife to be 



consummated. He therefore kept a sharp look-out | 
upon tlie shure, and soon faw the beginning of an 
affray, the mate, Mr. Cbitman, kilkd, and the < 
building in flames. Tiie others were abo sfadn, | 
with the exception of James Houfiman, who had 
been engaged at tlte same time with Paddy, and • 
who swam off, and was taken on board. Those in 
the brig opened a five &om the great guns, but ; 
without effect. f 
On the following day Paddy was employed to , 
bargain with the natives fur the bodies, seven oC 
which were brought down to the shore much nra< 
tilated, in n nsideration of a musket. The eighth, 
a oegtx), iiad been cooked and eateu. Captain 
Bachelor had the bodies sewed up in canvass, and 
thrown oveiiMNurd, in the nnial manner. They 
liowsTor floated again, and feO hito dw hands of 
the savages, who, as he afterwards understood, de- 
voui-ed them all. They complained, however, that 
they did not like them, and particularly the negro, 
whose Hcsh thoy said tasted strong of tobacco. 
The brig then went to Ovolau, where Paddy left 
her. 

In addition. Faddy told me titat he waa satir tied 
that alt the cbiefr of Rewa had been privy to the 
plot, particularly the brothers of Vendovi, and that 
the whole plan had been arranged before the brig 
left that island. Vendovi, however, waa the peMm 
who had aetoally perpetrated tlie ontiageip 

Having: heard this statement, I determined to 
cnptur Vrinl vij and aisked Paddy if he would 
carty a letter immediately to Captain Hudson, who 
was then with the Peaeoek at Bewa. After some 
hesitation he at,'ref>d to do it, if I would give him 
a musket. I accordingly prepaied instructions 
directing Captain Hud.son to make Vendovi pri- 
r, and despatdied Faddy next momfa^ hi a 
for Rewa. 
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THE FEEJEE GROUP.— REWA. 

OSFARTUaS or TBE PEACOCK VROM I.EVUKA— REa AHBIVAI. AX THE AXCUOBAOE OtT XVEALOD— VaOOaXM OV 

aaa aoais nt saavaviffa— an Bav~?BaaTA axa Tiwa^nssiev ev xiamsvan svsii— nouaanro, mt 
m. vmain-^TtaiT o* «■> kiso akb mis aaonnBS^NX aim siess xaa avaas aaa aaevaanoKS— 

▼nnr ow CAPTAnr rvbcov to mswA— akkitae or raosY co«vs&— ras aim's aovis— bis mods vr saniie— 

HIS ENTERTAIN MBST OP THE SHIf's O K H f E 11 S — M E SS F.N GE R FROM KASTAVU — CEREMONY OE ATA DRIKKINO— 
king's CUFBEAEEB— HII COHVEKtATION — EXHIBITION OF PIEEWOIlKg— NOCTOKX AL ADVENTUKi:— ROV AL BREAK- 

yaar-ODoazBV aaAuva aawa^Masaxs— ■aAaaxnrMOO's aossa— noaaKAVTo'c house— likenesses taken 
BT aa. aeata^aiBOia vbom turn rsona os xastatv— ^laomavt sodb sxp&oaas tbb aivsa— vana 

—won iOVBT— WaTACAt&O— CAPATOO>-yATB OF CHASUT tAVAOS— COBOWOATOA— WACOTrBI— WAITABIBI— TATIf. 

TAVD — BETMCXE's TOIKT — MOUIfTAlN DISTRICT — SATOU — CAPTAIN HI'DSON RESOLVES TO TAKr VFNIiOVI — VISIT 
or THE KIKO AND ttVEBN — VISIT OP NQARAKINOIOD — TUE XING, aVEEN, AXB CHIEt'S MADE PRISONERS — 

aeaaavncoiotr undertakes to brino vendovi — case op the ccrrenct lass — disposition op the 
aanosr sas Maaoicaas soa CBBim BinsaTAniMBHT^rHiLun as&ATSS vaa aisToai os aswa— caa- 
aactsB ev mauss— axtvaar o» aeaaaaisotov with ▼BBaoTi— >aaaTa-*aBi«a b kpwkbb vavDsri ana 
■IS aaonaas— VISIT laoat Ma. caaaiaa— aaiLiaa ev vaa vaacBCK— aaa rauvms ve aaaca aamaw. 

When the Peacock left the harbour of Levuka for The harbour of Rewa is formed by two sniall 
Rewa, it was for the purpose of visiting that town 1 ishuids, called Nukalou and Mukalou, with their 
aad indaehig the king of Rewa to a%fi the Feejee I attached coral reelli, and has three pnnages into 
rej^lations, and also to carry on tlie siirvrys in j it. The two southern ones are safe, though narrow, 
that quarter. The Peacock left Levuka ou the i but the northern oue is much obstructed with coral 
lftlfcliagr,aBdr«adndBawftatnooB<liatiaxfcdsj. I lompa. Tha port is a seeim €m^ and Uia aiieliM^ 
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Rge^ whicli iti uif the island of Nukaloii, is ubuut 
lime ntileM from the month of Wuiicvu, tu- I'cdIo's 
river, and six from the town of Kewa, which is 
situated oil a low piece of land, which the river, 
pattsing on each »ido oi it, lias funned into nti 
island. The east point of Vttilevu is low^ and is 
divided by eevenl flmall and nnimpartent etieem^ 
which wo had not time to examine ; there is, also, 
at high water, a passage ft»r canoes through one 
of them to AmbM, which lies ten ndles to the 
nerthewrd. 

The laiineh and fint entter of the Peaeooh, 

iitiih r Lieutenant Kramons utkI Pa>sei!- Midshipman 
Blunt, were found here, having advanced thus far 
in their surveying openlioM. They had pussed 
around the l>ay of Ambau, stopped at the town, 
and met with rather an unfriendly reception there; 
the chiefs refused to give them any water unless 
paid fori on account, as they midf of our trade- 
master not paying a higher price tar the yams 
thi y i nrried him. For this reason the eliiefs were 
ill a had humour, and hud refused a supply of 
water to the boats. 

Ambau is a singular-looking place. It occupies 
a small island, which is entirely covered with 
hoiisep, among whieh the nihiire stands eonsjiicuou?. 
The approach to the town is much obstnicted by 
reefe of eond ; and the water behtg shallow, ie hn- 
passable for an armed vesse!. The island is con- 
nected with the nuiin land or large island, by a 
long flat of oonU, which is fordable, even at high 
water, and ia m plaeea quite hare al low water. 
One to at a loee to eoneeiTe bow tfaia phtee eoold 
have acquired its strenj^th 1 11(1 im jn.rUince. lam 
rather inclined to impute it to the cuterprise of its 
first settlers, and the ascendancy given it by the 
accidental aid that has been afforded its eliitfn hy 
the whites, who came among them and j(iiiied llicir 
side. It waH, probably, at tii-st, the rcU'ttat of the 
fishermen; and from their enterprise, the diificul* 
tiee they bad to eneoimter, and tiie powerfbl 

t-nexions they have formed with the other towns 
ami districts, it is likely that their rule will 
continue until tlie people sliall liave become ehri- 
lized, when, from tke want of internal resources, 
the terror of ita hmm will paaa away, and it 
nnist fall to the rank of a place of aeeoudaiy im- 
portance. 

At present it ui in the ascendancy, and ita ehtefe 
have a high estimate of their own importance. 
Thus, while I was at Levuka, I was much amused 
by a question put nie hy .Seru, " Why I had not 
gone with my ship to Ambau ? why come to Le- 
vuka, when there were no gentlemen, none but 
common people (kai-d}t all the geDtkmen lived 
at Aiubau." 

Tho towns of Tenia and Viwa ar iliin a 
short distance of Ambau, and have both been ;ts 
rivato. At each of dieee some fearful outrage has 
been perpetrated upon trading vessels, for which 
the guilty have been but partially punished. The 
chief of Viwa, I uiuii rstood, had made it hb 
boast that tho French had only burned a few of 
bis mud huts, whicli he could shortly build again; 
that it would give a very few days of labour to his 

slaves ; and that he would cut off the next veeael 
that came, if he had an opportunity. He thinke 

that it was a very clieap purchase to get eo nmch 
pi-operty for so iittlo damage. The Ambau peo- 
ple also spoke vauntingly .of haviof given the 



I Fieucli {>enuihKion to destroy Viwa, as it was 
nothing, and satiiified the Papaiaiigia; hut they 
j did not intend that any property or Uvea should 
I be lost, for they had sent to inform the Viwa 
people that the attack was to be made, and even 
helped them to remove all their valuables. Viwa 
is not so large a town as Ambaa, but la built on 
a lai-ger isbnid, and aflhvds more oonveiiienees fur 
a port. 

The whole hay of Amban ia well shielded 
by extensive ooial s ca r ee fa. Here the lanaoh 
and flrst cutter i^in left the Peacoeb, on their 

way to the i>laiid <jf Mbenga, to tlie westward. 

Captain Hudson, alter anchoring, sent Lieu- 
tenant Budd to the town of Rewa for the purpose of 
communicating ^ith the kint; and eliit fH, and of 
obtaining the «cr^ iceHof Thokanauto (Mr. I'hillips) 
as inter]>reter and pilot. Lieutenant Bndd observed 
much apparent fear among the clue£s and people. 
The king, Kania, on the approach of the boats, had 
gone to Iiiile liiiuhelf in the out.skirt8 of the town, 
butMr. rhiliii'H w&ii met on the way coming ti w ardis 
them, and after much hesitation deti'rmined to ac- 
company Mr. Budd on board the ship. 'Die natives 
appeared tu entertain the same fears lus their 
cliii f. 

Phi dips is about thirty years of age, of middle 
size, active, and well-made ; he to more intelligent 

than the natives generally, and his apfi nr -.nee less 
ravage; he speaks English tolerably ml 11, though 
it is not dliBeult to perceive whence he ha.s obtained 
hto knowledge of il» by the phrases he makes use 
of. It was not a litlle comical to hear a Feejee 
man t;ilk of '* New York highbinders," " Boston 
dandies," " Baltimore mobtowns." On sssnrancea 
being given to the nativea dmt wo were tbdr 
friend'^, they becnmo more reeonciled, and after a 
time tin; knig, or Tui Kdraketi, was found, 

and invitations delivered to him to pay a visit to 
the ship. Lieoteuant Budd th«n cromtd the river 
to the miasionariea* honaea, where be saw thcjr 
wives, and found Mr. dagger, who i.s one of the 
nuMion. The liev. Mr. Cargill had visited the 
ddp shortly after the Peaeoek anehered; his canoe 
was manned by Tonga men. He w as on !iis way 
to a town fifteen miles distant, where tiie chief 
and a few of the pe<iple had just embraced Chris- 
tianity. He was invited to preach on board the 
next day ; be oompUed, and delivered an excellent 
discourse. 

Ou the morning of the 18th, Monday, the king 
and his brother, Mgmninjpea, visited the ship. 
The king came m a OMieo of beautiful construc- 
tion, about forty feet in length, propelled by 

paddles, \vliieli the king alone i.s allowed to use. 
Kguraningiuu was in a much larger canoe, hav- 
uig a large inant and Hail, and tlie chieTa peODant 
flying from the yard, hut sculls were used. 

Captain Hudsuu now despatched Lieutenant 
Budd and Paased-Midsliipman I)avis» Vlth two 
boat^ up the river. Mr. Peale, obo of the 
natanlists, went with this expedition, md Mr. 
Phillips's services wt re engaged to acconi|>any 
and protect tho boats iu the exploration of the 
river. 

The sliip had been prepared for the kin^rV 
vblt ; be waa received with due ceremony, and i 
was led aft, and seated on the quarter-deck. 
Tui Ndraketi is about forty years of age, and is 
a tall, fine>hiokuig man, with a manly oxpresstun 
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of comiteiiance, and much dignity. Hi« intellwt 
18 not as quick as that of his brutlier, Mr. Phillips; 
nod his manner wm o(dd md rqntlsive. He was 
wfohout any attendants of hijufc rank. Ngaranin- 
gioii shortly afterwards nia'!i Ms :;jiijr:irr'.nri , ac- 
companied by six chiefs, anii a retinue of thirty or 
Ibrty iiMa» mniiog * singtilar contrast to the mi* 
assuming appearance of tlie suite of the king. 
Another of the i>arty was a chief of high rank, 
nailed Vunivalu, " Root of war :" he is a depcon- 
dant of the royal family that were detbiODed by 
Kania. His portion giws him jp^at inflnenne, 
ami, in case of war, the oporations aro ( i r Ir ] tr, 
liim. This chief bears, among the foreigners, the 
titli:' of governor. 

Ngaraningiou is equally tall with his oldoet 
brother, the king, and better and more gracefully 
formed. He may be considei'ed a good specimen 
of a Feejee man of high rank and fashion; indeed, 
hia deportment struck ^e offieera as quite distin- 
gnished: he has, withal, the appearance of a roue, 
and his conduct does not beUe the indications, and 
he is considered by all, both natives and white 
residenta, as a daugeraaa man. The young chiefs 
who were his eompanionB, Teaerobled him in cha- 
rarfi r and manners. TI i y ,vere all shown over 
the ship, and every thing exhibited that it was 
thought could interest them; the sroall-ann men 
were exercised, the only muflic on board, the drum 
and fife, were playtd. These, toq;eiher with the 
firing off the guns, shotted, did not fail to draw 
forth their usual expressions of wonder and sur- 
prise, «whoo-oot** ttie same that was uttered by 
TaiTi rt's party, on boar d tlio Vincenncs. After 
partaking uf some refreshments with Captain Hud- 
son, the rules and veguktions, similar to those 
subscribed by Tanoa, were carefully interpreted to 
them by Mp. Cai^ill, and willingly suhscrihed by 
the kiii j; ail < liicfs, with the strongest assurances, 
on their part, that they should be carried into 
effbet, and most strictly obseiTed. SnUahle nie- 
sents were then distributed to the king and chief?', 
and they^ left the ship, apparently highly delighted 
with their visit. 

The surreying ofwtiMioDS were now prosecuted, 
and die naturalists, with as many officers as could 
he spared, visited Rewa. Captain Hudson de- 
seribes the })aBaage up to Kewa as tortuous and 
difficult, even for a boat, on account of the many 
sand-banks and shoals. Several of the gentlemen 
embarked with Mr. Cargill in his canoe, which had 
a higli platform, imdenieath which was a sort of 
cuddy, with seats. It was a tolerably oomfortable 
oonTejanoe in fine weather; hnt it was then> mis- 
fortune to experience a heavy rain, and all were 
well wetted. The wind bein^ contrary, they w ere 
obliged to sedl the whole distance and t i de- 
scribe the canoe M haTing an nnoomfortable 
rocking motion. 

Captain Hudson visited the missionaries, and 
iuuud them most miserably accommodated, in a 
small rickety house on the left liank of the river, 
opposite the town of Rewa, the dwelling-house that 
tUcy had occupied having been blown down in the 
tremendous storm* wliidi happened on the SBth of 
Februaiy, 1840. 

* This storm appears to have b«en coincident witb, if 
nnl part of, the gale that occurred at New Zealand on tin 
Istorillvdi. 



After Captaiu Hudson had spent soute time with 
tlie tnissionarisSy- my messenger, Paddy Connel, 
made liis npceranoe and deUvefed him my Jettem. 
Paddy had a very awkwud mnhap in rounding 
Kamba Point, for his eanoc had capsized, and he 
had been obliged to swim for his life. He had 
thought, as he said, that some ill luck would over- 
tnlci !iiii), and }iad, tlierefore, tied my letter in tlie 
ha.nii kerchief uu hia head. By this means he kept 
it dry, and he Indieved the important paper, SS he 
called it, had kept him firam drowning. 

Althougli it liad mined hard. Captain Ilvdson 
vr^i ; ved to fulfil his promise to the king, of show ing 
hmi some fireworks, and the gunner bad been 
ordered up with rockets* flrewoirfcs* Ac, for that 
purpose. He, tliei-efore, proceeded across the river 
to tile king's house, whpr© he found a large collec- 
tion of nutivi -. I lir Iii.iiHi Is large, and in sha[>e 
not unlike a Dutch barn : it is sixty feet in length 
and titirty hi widdi; the eaves wsra six feet firom 
the ground, and along each side there were three 
large posts, two feet in diameter and six feet high, 
set firmly into the ground ; on tbeae were laid the 
horiaotttal beams and plates to reoeive the lower 
ends of the rafters; the rafters rise to s ridge-pole, 
thirty feet from the ground, which is supported by 
three posts in the centre of the building ; they 
were of uniform size, abonC three inehee in dia- 
met'^r, nrtd eighteen inches a)>art. The usual thick 
tliatch was in tliis case very neatly made. The 
sides of the house were of small upright reeds, set 
closely t<qsether. All the fastenings were of sennit^ 
made fran the huric of Ae eoeon-nnl Some 
attcmj)ts at ornament were observed, the door- 
posts being covered with reeds wound around with 
sennily iraieh had a pretty effect. Tliere are two 
donrwn}'«, one on each side : these are only about 
tln-eo feet in height, and aro closed by hanging 
mats. At the iuside of the priucii' il In ir arc two 
small cannons, pointed across it, which, in the eyes 
of the Iring, give it ft fcnnidahle appeavanee. A 
sort of dais was raiHed at one end, a few inches; 
this was covered with maUi for the king and his 
wives, while at the Other end mats were laid for 
his attendants ; above was n nlictf for hisnroperty, 
or riches, confflsting of mnt.H, tapa, earthenware, 
spears, and cluhs. On one side of the house, as is 
usual among the Feejeeans, the cooking-place is 
excavated, a foot deep and about eight feet square; 
this was furnished witli tliree hirge earthen pots, 
of native manufacture, and two huge ii-on kettles, 
obtained from some whaling-ship, fcuch as are mcA 
for trying out oil. These were crammed with 
food. 

Some of our gentlemen entered a short time 
previous to Captain Hudson's arrival, and found 
the king taking a meal, with his priuci[)al wife 
beeide him stretched out on ft mat. All tiiose 
around him were sitting after the manner of the 
natives, for none pi-csume to btand or lie down in 
the presence of the king. When he had finished 
eating and pushed the food from Itim, a genera] 
clappmg of hands took place, after whicli v ntrr was 
brought, and the cup held to his tnuutii until he 
had done drinking, when clapping of hands again 
ensued. This was repeated whoever the lu^g 
fisJihed doing any thing — ^a piece of etiquette 
always observed with great strictness. 

On state occasions tliis ceremony is carried much 
ihrther: tiie fcing*s food at such times is pnnwd 



Digitized by Google 



218 



FEEiEE GROUP. 



Jimmy Hoatmao. 
Bxhlbittw otflfworfca. 



around a large circle, until it reaches hb principal 
wifa, idM fMds him with her handa. Manv of 
the eUefii aJways require the ava-«ap. to b« neid 

to tlieir ludutlis. Nutv'v ii!ist;u)'l!iiLj; al! this cer* - 
mony, the clnefH, aud the people tutting around 
tSmm, join famiharly in the convctwtioDi, and ap- 
I>ear otlif-rwisc perfectly at their ease. 

The king at once ordered provisions fur his 
guests, for whom seats were provided on a Boa- 
eheit. Th« pnacipal aitiela of food waa the salt 
beef he had rece i ved as a pnmuk from die ship, 
rill ! ^,hii h he n iinsMl bula-nia-kau. The origin of 
this nanie m uot a little singular, and i» duo to our 
oonntryman. Captain Eagleaton, who has hr-cn for 
several years trading among this group. Wishing 
to Confer a benefit on these natives, he took on 
board a bull and cow at Tahiti, and brought them 
to Hewa, where he presented them to the king. 
On bflHw aaked the name of tiwm, ha aidd they 
'vryp CHlIed "bull and cow," which words the 
natives at onoe adopted as a single t«iTn to desig- 
nate both, and tbanCOforwai^ these animals have 
been knom as bufaHinft-kan. The beef was found 
to be more aftToniydian on board ship, perhaps 
from btitiL,' tv. i( f boiled. The king was aslved to 
join tliem, which he did, although he had just 
finished a hearty meal. After the meal waa over, 
a flmall earthen finj^'r Viowl va"! brought to the 
king to wash his iiands, and as the attt-udaut did 
not seem to be prepared to extend the like courtesy 
to our genttoneni a deaire for a ^ilar utensil was 
expresMd and complied with, althougli apparently 
with some ri'luctiincf. In likp iiianin i, win n the 
jar of water was brought to the king, oue of the 
party seized upon it and dmnk, and the rest 
followed suit, to the evident distress of the attend- 
ant. It was afterwards imderstood that liis anxiety 
arose from the vessel being tabooed, as every thing 

belonoing or appropriated to the use of the king 
ia. The Papalangi dnefk are exempted fkvm fheae 

restrictions. 

When the meal was hnislicd, the whole company 
•anted dMroadTea in a semicircle. The house was 
Mm eooverted into an andience-baU, and the offi- 
eos and stewards of ^e king entered to render 

their report of the day respecting the management 
of his business. A chief had jtwt arrived to pay his 
wapedato the king^ and waadnaaed in a piece of 
new tapn, which was wrappfvl nround his borlv in 
numerous folds. When he had stiittd himselt, lie 
unrolled it, and tore it into strips of three fathoms 
in length, which lie diatribnted to the chiefs around 
him, who immediately anbsdtnted it for their own 
dresses. This chief was the messenger announcing 
a tribute from Kantava, and he had come to re- 
oeive the oonmiands of tlie king relative to its 
presentation, whidi was fixed vpon to take plaae 
the next day. 

Ava was chewing when Captain Hudson and his 

Erty entered. They wex« kindljr received by the 
ig, who a e a t ed them near him. There ia a pe- 
culiar ccreTiiony ohflrrvf^fi r\ninn;r this people in 
mixiog their ava. U ituving been Brst chewed by 
several young persons, on the pouring in of the 
water, they all, foUowing the ambati, raise a kind 
of howl, and say, ** Ai sevn.** The people present 
were arranged in a semicircle, having the chief 
operator in the centre, with an immense wooden 
him. The latter, immediately after the 
to ataaiatha hqnid tbRH^gb 



the woody fibres of the vau, and at the same time 
sings. Ue ia aeeompanied in his song bjr those pre^ 



Bent, who liltewiae ndtale all his motions with'the 
upper part of their bodies while in a sittiug pobture. 
Tiie motioos keep time to the song. The king 
lofaied eeeaeionallj in tlie song; and wbn any im- 
portant stage of uie operation was airived at, the 
soDg ceased, and a cUppinpf of hands ensued. As 
each cup was filled to be served out, the ambati 
sitting near uttawd the same wild howl aa before. 
The first ctip ia filled from anotlier, tiiat nneweta 

both fur dipper and fnnnr!, hnvinj^n hnlp init.oter 
which he who brows the ava places ins tinger when 
dipping, and then wiUidca«teK H, lets the liquid 
run out in a stream. They ara Tery particular to 
see that no oue touches the king^ eup except the 
cup-bearer. 

On the present occasion, a worthless Elnglishman 
by the name of Jamea Housman, called Jim or 

Jimmy, oflRoiated, Few w nlr! hnvp distinguished 
him from a native, so closely was lie assimilated to 
them in ideas and feelings, as well as in his crouch- 
ing before the ehiefB, his node of sittii^, and 
slovenly walk. On the king's flntahmg drmking, 
there was a general cloppiKf; if liiiii is; but when 
the lower order of chiefs were served, this was nut 
ehserred, and in lieu of it, there was a general ex- 
clamation of " Sa niadaa" (it is empty). After ava 
the king rinses his mouth, lights his cigar, or pipe, 
and lolls on liis mat. It was laughable to see the 
king's barber take bta ava; aa be is not allowed to 
touch any thing with hia hands, it lieeomes Bsece- 
s;ti y tli.it tli(' Luj) bhall be held for him by another 
person, who alno fi-eds him. One of tlie officers 
gave him a cigar, which w:is lighted and put in his 
mouth, and when he wished to remove it, he did it 
in a very ingenious manner by twisting a small twig 
around it. 

The king made many inquiries, spoke of bis 
ridies, his patent rifie, and tlw feast he intended to 

give; but he wanted a double-barrelled gun. He 
likewise spoke of being desirous of sending his two 
little i^vls (the only diildren he has) to the mis- 
sionary school, but their attendants (they have male 
nurses) were such thieves they would steal every 
thing the J (■ ujJ lay tlirir hands on from the mis- 
sionaries, and in this way would give him a ^reat 
deal of trooible. Captain Hudson induced him to 
]iromi8e to build the mis.sionarics comfortable 
huuhes, as soon as the Wfather became good, a»d 
he had received his tribute from Kantavu. He 
spoke kindly of the missiunansa^ and seemed well 
satisfied that their object was to do himself and hia 
people go«> 1. Til' kim; ordered his household to 
chaut a kind of song, for the amusement of his 
guests, tlie sabjeet <H which was the adventures of 
a chief on a voyage, after leaving his wife, and her 
resolution to destroy herself in consequence of hia 
failing to return. 

About nine o'oloek the fireworks were exhibited. 
When the first roeket was sent off, the nativeaexhi- 
hhri] frar and excitement; the kin^ prized On pfnin 
Hudson by the hand and trembled a leaf. 
When the roefcets burst, and displayed tli' ii many 
stara, they all seemed eleetrifled. The effect pro- 
duced by the blue-lights on the darii groups of naked 
figures, amazed an I I i wil.h red as they w» rt , \sa.a 
quite striking, particularly as the spectacle was ac- 
companied by the unoottUi aomids of many concha, 
and by the yell of the lavafss, to drive amy tim 
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spirits they supposed to be let ioo»e and filing in 
the air. Paddy Connel, sHm Berry, told them that 
nothing but the unwillingness we had to do tlirm 
injury prevented us from sending them to Atni>au, 
tea miles distant, and he said there was no doubt 
that thejr believed that it eould be done. Tbie ex- 
hibiticm exdted the wonder end amamnent of all 
the country round, and induced them t > li 'Ileve 
that these iiyiog spirits were collected for Uie de- 
struction of Rewa, and tlMt fliey thraualves w«mld 
be the next to suffer. 

After the fireworks they all retired. Captain 
Hudson taking up his abode with the king, and 
continuing to talk with him until » late hour. 
When tliej retired to their sleeping apartments, he 
found hifl place of rest was divided by fapa-cloths 
and screeua from the rest of the apartments of the 
house, and well fumtsbed wMh mnsquito-netting. 
Ere be got to sleep, he was surprised to fiud his 
mu8qn}to>net moving, and still more so when he 
saw the figure of a woman, one of the king's own 
wives, of whom be has a large number, endeavour- 
ing to become hit hedMlow. This wm to him an 
unexpected adventure, and an honour nf ;vhich he 
was not ambitions. He therefore called loudly for 
Paddy Conod Mid Jimmy, the king's ho^^^eervant 
and ouD-beanr, and through them veiy politely 
declined the hononr; but the lady poeitivefy refused 
to go away, saying tlint shf liad been sent by th"* 
king, and must sleep there; that she durst not go 
away, for the kii^ would «fa6 ktrf She was tohl 
that she must go, that the matter wnnld be ar- 
ranged with the king^ in the morning, and nhe need 
have no fears about it She then left the musquito- 
net, although with evident ahmn as to the conse- 
quences, and wonld go no far&ut. Soring this, 
Giptain Hudson sent Jimmy to the king, to say he 
did not wish a bedfellow; to which the monarch re- 
plied it was well, and directed the woman to with- 
draw, which she did as soon as satisfied that it wns 
the king's coramaud. This circumstance, together 
with the continued trampling of the mice, with 
which the palace is overrun, drove away any thing 
Kite sleep; Mid Captain Hndson, In sslMefaice, 
%vap oliliLrt il fn priss the remainder of tho n^lt With 
Paddy and Jimmy over the fire. 

As soon as the daj Luvned, Us maiesty, who is 
an early riser, called for his ava, and her majesty 
called out lustily fur Jimmy to light a cigar and 
bring it to her in bed, for she is as fond of cigars as 
her royal spouse. After the king had drunk his 
av* and smoked his cigar, theyhad breaMwt of 
hsked pig, taro, and yams. The repast was spread 
npon a mat; after which Captain Hudson, accom- 
panied by the kin^ and Paddy Connel, crossed the 
river, to the m i ssiopa ri es, where they partook of a 
second breakfast, the king behaving himself with 
great det irutn at th^ table; and Pa l ly, t r>o, took 
his second lunch behind the door, with great enjoy- 
ment. The Idng renewed hw pr o mis e s to hnild 
their honors, soon as the weather became fine, 
and said ttmt then he would not leave them until 
they were finished. This enga^ment, 1 am happy 
to say, he folly performed. Altar hnakfsst, they 
again crossed die river to Hewn, and €tm weathw 
having cleared up, tLt^ t iv n j resented an entirely 
different appearance. The scenery around Rewa 
is finsw ^ere are in its neighbourhood many 
creeks, not unlike narrow canals, bordered on each 
side with rich and beautiful vegetation, resembling 



that of Oriental regions. Dr. Pickering and Mr. 
Rich threaded many miles of these creeks, in the 
canoe of Mr. Cargill, who was kind enough to lend 
it to them. During Uib excur&iun tlvey lauded and 
went to a village, where they saw a well-planned 
ball-alley, kept in good order, level and dean. Tare 
and sugar-cane were found to be eztenrively eolti- 
vatcd. After wading across prvrrnl rn i ks. tliry 
Hnaliy reached an uncleared woo<l, consisting of 
large trees of inocarpos, Banringtonia, and Uvavia, 
with palms and pandanus, resembling the vegeta- 
tion of Ovolau. The country appearad very wet, 
and was full of mud-holes and small creeks, which 
rendered walking irksome. They returned to 
Rewa by dark, and tihe next day proceeded in aii> 
other direction, when a Feejee dandy offered to be 
their guide, and was exti-emely attentive to tliem 
throughout their excursion. B» refitted all coan- 
pensatioo, until a little girl, who was near, seeing a 
Jew's-harp, requested to have ii. He then accepted 
it, and gave it to her. This act, together with his 
civil and attentive l>ehaviour, produced a favourable 
impression upon fHum. 

The town of Rpwa, though in alow Ritnatiori, has 
a picturesque tliough singular appearance. U ex- 
tends about a xnile along the river, and contains 
from five to six luindred houses of aU sizes^ from 
the lofty mbnres with their ptnnted roofs, and the 
bam -like edifices of thr . !uefs, to the rickety ehan- 
tees of the kai-sis, and tlie diminutive yam-houses, 
perched on foor poeb^ to protect the yamsftoin die 
depredations of tne mis. It is every where inter- 
sected by narrow ianes, closely shut in with high 
reed fences. 

The party visited the most eomqpieuous bouses 
of the place. The llrsl which tiiey saw was the 

mburc, sitnatod on the spot where the king's father 
was murdered; the mound on which it is built is an 
artificial one, ten feet high. The ubnre is about 
twelve feet square, and its sides or walls only four 
feet high; while its high-pitched roof rises to the 
height of about thirty feet. The walls and roof of 
the mbure are oonatracted of canes about the size 
of a finger, and each one is wonndronnd with sennit 
as thick as a rod Hno, made from the cocon nnt 
husk. At a little distance, the whole house looked 
as though it was built of bnddsd cozd, and pre- 
sented a singular and curious appearance, creating 
a favourable idea of the skill as well as labour ex- 
pended in its construction. 

The next building visited was that of the king's 
women. This is one hundred and eighty feet in 
length, twenty-four feet wide, and thirty feet high. 
Here were a number of women engaged in making 
mats, tapa, and baskets. They were gay and 
merry, thougli busily engaged at their work. 

Another large spirit-honse was next visited, in 
wh' li the mountaineers c n^^regate; and on their 
exit from it they saw a bull near the door, which 
Ae natives, in essaying to follow the party, had to 
encounter. It waa not a little amusing to ISO 
them spitting at the hemt to drive him off. 

Ngaraninffiou's dwelling was then visited. This 
is ewMidereo tlie most elegant house in the Feejees. 
It is very dahorately otnamented with sennit and 
braid. Onh r and decorum reign tlin nchout, for 
Ngaraningiou is extremely dignified and reserved 
in his domicile, and is repntsd to be somewhat of a 
tyrant. He will not stiffer any of the natives to 
approach and gaze in at bis doors, which is a 
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common practice with them; and when, on one 
oeeaaton, a stranger took the Hberty to peep m at 
hU d(K)r, he is said to have asked him if his head 
was made of iron that he dared thus to presume. 

Thokansuto's house was occupied by several of 
niir gentlemen daring their atajr. It is qnite * 
large establishment, «nd wu one of the noisiest 
that can well be irnngincd; for Phillips luiiisclf 
being absent with the boats, his wife did not po8- 
sess the requisite authority to nwintaiii oi der. On 
the first night of their lodging llitrc, about fifty 
persons, men, women, and children, were collected, 
feusting, drinking ava, and maintaining a pmdigi- 
cue racket. They were apparently engaged in 
detaiGng and dieeiusing the events that had talten 
place on board ship, and the narrative wn^ r n- 
stantly interrupted by jokes, laughter, exprt^jiions 
of astonishment, and arguments loading to aharp 
Words, until the shrill voice of the young misfress 
of the mansion was heard in earnest expostulation. 
The eloijuonce of I'hillins's orator, and his many 
barbers, was not to be so easily repressed; and 
after a few mnments' silenee, an altereation arose, 
that griiJually crew into a qnarrr! and terminated 
in a furious tight, in which one of the combatants 
was tiirowa agyntt the musquito-bar serving aa a 
eereen to our gentlemen, breaking down one end 
of it. They now sou<(lit their arms, and placed 
tliemaelvfis on llieir giuird fur self-])ri>teetion, not 
knowing; what Feejee ferocity and treachery might 
bring about. The hostess at last interfcred with 
Bnme effect, and put down the commotion, and the 
house was quieted fur the night, excepting the 
rats and miee^ which during the noetuinat hours 
toolc full DO— eMiwi. Little can nnc imagine the 
noise of tneae rat raees; Whittin^^ton's eat here 
would indeed be worth her golden jirice. 

Mr. Agate made good use of his short stay at Rewa. 
While wandering about, he was met by a priest, 
who rame to liim and signified l)y i^igns lie wislu'd 
him to eket<:li something, and at tlie same tiinit! 
pointing to a house. Mr. Agate followed him in. 
There were a large nomlwr of retainers present, 
and ahorfiy aftnr his entrsaee a man was anmsed 
from his mat, who said he wished liis likeness 
taken. His head was dressed in the most elabo- 
rate and extravagant fashion of Rewa, and from 
the number of his retainers he appeared to be a 
high chief. A day or two after he proved to be 
the notorious Vendovi, brother to the king,and tlie 
person whom we desired to capture. He liad his 
race smeared with oil and lamp-blaek. 

From bis head-dress our gentlemen rcengnised 
him as the individnal who had been their guide in 
one of the short exeursiona tliey had made in the 
neighbourhood, and with whom they bad been so 
much pleased when they offered him a reward for 
his services. 

Mr. Agato also obtained good likenesses of the 
king and queen. 

Whilst he was employed in sketching these, he 
witaeaaed the delivery f>f their tribute by the |>eoj)lc 
of Kantavu. When the king was seated in state, 
with his principal officers aronnd htm, the cliiefs of 
Kantavu appeared, eaeh eneireled with many folds 
of tapa and mats. After leaving their clubs, &c., 
near the door, they entered, cronehing ni)on their 
hands and feet, and thus passed round the semi- 
cirele t^) their appninted places. Their chief con- 
tinued to proceed towards the king, and when 



near, presented his majesty with a whale's tooth, 
neatly slung in the manner of a powder-hon. 
The king, on receiving it, answered, '* Endina." 
The chief then retired, and was followed by 
another, who, after disburdening himself of the 
tapa in which he was cmTeloped, gave place to 
another, and so on to die hut &eh offering 
was acknowledged by the king in the same tone of 
voice and manner. When all had l>e^ received, 
tliey retired in the same order they had entered, 
and the king took e.'^pectal care to place the new 
acquisitions among his valuables. This was un- 
derstood to be the tribute fur a year. 

These presents are usually received in the oquare 
hefinv the king's house, and a danee guiierally fol- 
lows. But owing to the heavy rains, which had 
converted not only this spot, but the whole of 
Rewa, into a mud-puddle, they were deprived of 
I an opportunity of witnessing one of these tribute 
I dances ; a deprivation which they much regretted, 
for forrignen asldom have ail opporluaity of Basing 
' them. 

The expedition mder Lieutenant Bndd, that 

went to explore tlie river, had now returned, 
after having proceeded forty-five miles above 
Rewa, which is ten miles fartlier than it had been 
before aseended. The party consisted of Lieute- 
nant Bndd, Fassed-Miwhiptnan Davis, and Mr. 
Peale, with two brjats. They left the ship at one 
o'clock, and in consequence of rain took refuge in 
an rabure at the town of V'atia. There they roond 
a large cjuantityof arms, collected by a tax on each 
male, of a spear, dub. Sec. These b^^iug kept in a 
consecrated place, the woinids made by them are 
considered aa always fatal, while the same kind of 
injury by a new ornneonsecrated spear would heal. 
They had here an opportunity of seeing the rever- 
ence paid to Phillips, who is a very lii>>li chief. 
Whenever the natives saw him, they invariably 
dropped on their hams until he passed ; when he 
spoke to them, they clapped the palms of their 
hands togL ther; :uid hi hb pw asneo nona piresmned 
to walk upright. 

In the village they saw quantities of the c^xenas 
and lingula si i ells, ihe tenants of which had been 
euten by the inhabicants. They found snbseqnently 
on their trip, tliat the former made excellent soup. 
This village ia famous for its pottery, and some 
earthen jars were seen that wotrld hold a barrel of 
water. The day of wliieh th< y are made is yellow, 
and is dug out of the banks of the river. The mode 
of modelling these vessds is desertbed hi another 
place. The ]»ots are very light, and of many faiici* 

! ful shapes; but they aru quite fmgile. 

They reached liowa before dark, and took up 
their lodgings in Phiiiips'a houa^ whidi ia one of 
the largest in Rewa, and hnilt in the same manner 
as the king's. Screens of ornamented tapa were 
used to divide it into apartments, and the floor was 
neatly covered with mats. The famitare consisted 
of a hand-org:)n, table, benches, several arm -eh est.'*, 
and a closet. To crown all, the supper-table was 

I laid with a cloth, dishes, plates, knives, and forks, 
and the^ were waited on by his white steward 
(an Ttahan), who waa left hers siok by The Cur- 
rency Lass under his chaige> He has also a white 
carpenter. 

The night was passed uncomfbvtabl|y, in conse- 
quence of the many noisy natives who assembled to 
drink ava. Theava-bowl of Phillips was three feet 
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in diameter. In drinking the ava, Uie first cup 
WHS liaiKicd to Phillips, and as there WM mora in it 
than he chose to drink, the remainder wns pnnreJ 
back into the bowl. The ceremony of cluppiiig of 
hands was thon performed. Instead, however, of 
their serving out more ava from the bowl, the whole 
wns thrown *wny, for it ia the cmtom that when 
any is ponrefl lack from the chief'.s vv.]k in i.e must 
drink from the vessel. More ava wns therefore 
prepared, which they sat drinking nearly all night. 
The usual savage ho'spitality was offt reil oacli of 
them, and they kept tlu ir anus aud accoutrements 
in readiiitSH. 

The next moruing they proceeded up the river^ 
the honks of which were fram eight to ten feet 
fthovp tlie w:it"r, and covered witli a thick growth 
of reeds. Beyond them are well-cultivated fields 
of taro, yams, and bananas, as before di scriiit'd; all 

fiving evidence of tlie overflowing of the banks, 
slets were continually passed, and many towns 
containing; from two or tlirco hundred to a thou- 
■and inhabitanta. Numerous cxeeks disembogued 
on both tides. 

The town of Nmi Snnri was next passed. Here 
the chief Cornubalavoo sent presents to them — he 
ia the cousin of Phillips— Mia Afterwards Mseompa- 
nied them up the river in a eanoe. 

About seven miles up from Rewa is a creek 
leading to Ainliau, which Is [ alilo for canoes at 
high water. The town of Natacallo is here situated, 
and the first rise «f bills takes plaoe. This is one 
of their great battle -grounrl'?, and wa^, according 
to Phillips, tlie scene uf many of his deeds, wliiuh 
he recounted. 

About a mile nbove this tliere is a bar which 
extends nearly aemss the rirer. The channel lies 
close to the hills, which are two luiiuln'd fcrt in 
height. Below this bar the banks of the river are 
all alluvial. There is here an elbow in the nver, 
above wliich is tho town of Capavoo, of fnur hun- 
dred iuhubitauts, which was the bceue of one of 
the bloody attacks of the Ambau people under the 
nottnions Charley Sarage. It is said that he was 
afterwards l^led near Mhua or Sandalwood Bay, 
and so ^n-nt was the enmity of tho nativr - ti v m ds 
him, that he was not only eaten, but hiH bones 
were ground to powder and drunk in their ava. 
Phillips mentioned that a daughter of this notori- 
OQS villain is now married to one of the king's 
brothc-ry, at llfwa. Sloiiphig in the oveniiifj tor 
the men's supper, they saw many iino shaddock 
trees in full fxiiit along Uie hanks, and Mr. Posle 
shot a beautiful parrot, with vnry p;ay bhic anil 
red plumage; he also obtained two ducks. Phillips 
says the low islands have been formed in the river 
by the frequent floods from tlie mountains '*nit<» 
he haa had wkUkart** His age is supposed to be 
thirty-five ycai-s. 

The native houses hereabouts are constructed 
with a solid basement surrounded with piles, to 
prevent their being washed away on the oocnr- 
reuce of tha floods. 

At night they stopped at the town of Coron- 
gangayahuat eighteen mtlea above the nouth uf the 
riTer. Here they took' p o s s essi on of the mbnre, 
and with the assistanee of 3Ir. rhilllps's white 
steward, they made themselves quite comfortable. 
The name deference and respect were paid Phil- 
lips liere as they had before ol)served; but, not- 
witlistanding this, Lieutetunt Budd and party took 



every precaution to prevent surprise, to convince 
the natives that their watehfttlness was never 

a.slee]i. 

The banks showed a rise and fall of the water 
during Hie night. It wa-s full tide about eleven 
o'clock at night; according to Phillipi^ the tide 
flowed some miles above this place. The emveut 
<jf ill.; river was found by the hoats to be about a 
luiie and a half the hour. 

Having passed a eomfortable night, (more by 
reason of their own fatigue than the comforts of 
tha mbure,) notwithstanding the mnsquitoes and 
bats, which were both very nunurou.-., tliey left ! 
the town of Corungauga at an early hour in the 
morning. The best pondble nnderataadhig existed 
between themselves and the natives, and they dis- 
tributed presents to the chiefs, for which the 
latter expres.sed many thanks. 

Shortly after leaving Coron!»auga, they passed 
the town of Nacundi, containing about six hundred 
inhabitants. The t-eencry here was beautiful, being 
embellished by many cliunps of noble trees, ro- 
semblfaif our oaks In their wide^preading brandies, 
covered with vines, and interspersed with ferns 
and tall graceful palms. The banks were here 
twelve feet high, and steep. From appearance the 
country ia thickly populated, notwithstanding the 
destructive wars which have been waged with tho 
j>eoplc of Ambau. All the iuhabitanis were ob- 
served to bo clustered in the villages, for the pur- 
pose of mtttoal pit>teetlon; and the same r«won 
causes them to choose aa their sites for building, 
either some inaece^iiiible paint, ur a place tiiat 
affords facility fur fortification. 

Five miles above Corongaai^, the eoantry 
changes its eharaeter; the river passes by diflk of 
sandstone five liundred feet in height, whose stra- 
tification dips ten degrees to the eastward. Itangea 
of hills now i«ar themselves to a goodly hei^t, 
and extend some miles baek into fho interior. 

They next passed the town of Naitasiri, where 
one of the brothers of Phillips, called Savou, is 
chief. Naitasiri is the capital of this district, and 
is next in power to Rewa, on the island of Vitilevn. 
Phillips was not disposed to land here; for a mis- 
understanding had occurred between him and his 
brother, in consequence of Savou having taken 
charge, for Phillips, of some two hundred hogs, of 
which, when demanded after a short time, only ten 
or fifteen were to be found, Savou having either 
eaten or given away the remainder. Cornubalavoo 
went on shore in faia eaneei, and toolc fiaTOoi on 
board, who spoke as he passed Phillips, but the 
latter would not condescend to return hisi saluta- 
tion. 

As they passed further up the river, they were 
preceded by Savou, and when opposite the town of 

Tavu-tavu, a canoe came off with a present of 
baked taro and yams, from Savou to Phillips and 
Lieutenant Budd. Thb was oottndered aa a peaee- 
offeriiig, and appeared to be aeoeptsbls^ at lesst to 
the vanity of Phiiliiis. 

In the vicinity eif this village there was much 
sugar-cane growing. Just above it is an elbow in 
the river, the point formed hy whieh was that 
reached by Captain Betlume, of II.H.M. sloop of 
war Conway. This Lieutenant Biulii called He- 
thunc's Point. They shortly afterwards j>assed the 
small town of Viti, opposite to which is a cliff four 
hundred feet in height, overgrown with shrub- 
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htiry\ »bA near this many Btrcainleta enter the 

river. Ju»t after passing this place, the guides 
poiuted out a creek that led to Ambftxi. The 
«(Nmlrj spfMwml Inm mtm thiebly peopled than 
that below; many more native-^ wnrn sn n, nnd the 
whole aurfaoe was well euiiivaied. There was 
great Mlonialiiiiapt evinced at the appearance of 
our boata^ and il ia belieTed our mupte vera the 
first whites who had been thns hr in the interior. 

Tilt- iiioiirit:iiii (li'-trift \v;is reached at thirty-six 
miles from the mouth of Uie river, and the ridges 
were frttm twelve to fiflaoi Irandred feet high. 
Tlie Wailevn, which I have named Peale'a River, 
hei*e makes a tuni to the westward of four niiles, 
to a point where it divides into two brandies. 
That on which thev were eooMa from the moun- 
teina direet» while me oAer, takiay a ooone to the 
south, is said to disembogue at the town of Indimbi, 
on the south shore, about tea niiles to the westward 
of the harbour of Rewa, and oppoMte to the island 
of Mbenga. Having reached the mountains, they 
could proceed no furtlier in the boats, and begau 
to retrace their route. N' tin place where they 
turned back, there waa a remarkable waterfall of 
Mveral banned feet leap. 

The natives state that this river flows fi-om a 
large lake in the centre of Vitilevu, and that, by 
ascending the heigbti aboTt Baf^prngl, tlio water 
■lay bo seen*. 

On tbeir return they were again presented by 
Savou with a Io<-id uf cooked provisions, and a fine 
red-striped variety of sugar-cane. Savou seemed 
to be very deeirouB of mollifying Phillips's anger. 
They were well drenched with rnin all thr after- 
noon, and reiu'hcd their old quartern at Curon- 
ganga just at dark. They had a diaagr^ible 
nif hk The nasi moming the/ aet out eBrly» and 
reaobed Rewa In the afMmoon, without aeeident. 
Their roval [juide presented every one of tlie party 
with something as a token of remembrance, evea 
to each of the boaA*a eraw. 

Pliillipn returned on board ship with tlicm, 
where a handsome present awaited him, for his 
good and hospitable conduct. 

The namber oi iahabttanta onmraiaod in the 
townt and vfllagw on tills lAvcr tai» nom the eom- 
putation given by HiiUipi^ aboitf aix or seven 
thousand. 

The party having now fetamed, all (lie offiena 
were ordered on bMird. 

Captain Hudson'a next step waa to endeavour to 
capture Vendovi. From information he obtained, 
it waa believed that thia chief intended to visit the 
flbip the next day, to leeelve the pt ee e n li wbidi, as 
\vxs ■y'lven nut, nwnited hh cnmiTig. Captain Hud- 
son would then have had an opportunity to detain 
liim without any difficulty or disturbance whatever. 
Thejr all, thwefore, left Bewa for the aldpi, and on 
the way down the river, stopped at the amall Til- 
lage of Vatia to purchase 8<*m . ca; tlicnware; this 
is a village of potters. They were at once sur- 
rounded by sev«<il hundreds of the inhabitants, 
all prestiin-: their wares on them, of which ihey 
bought several s^)ecimena, but not enough to saLis>fy 
the venders, who, when they found that the officers 
did Doi iateod to piurchaae mor^ booted and 
dioaled manjr offenrfve epithets, that only became 
known through the intei-preter's report. 

* TMs I very nndi doubt, ss ftem the tepograptajr of the 
tdaad It dses not tsMn pMbaMa 



At an early hour on the Slat, the king and 

queen, one of their children, and Ngaraniiigiou, 
together with the son of Vuuivalu, came on board. 
As Mr. Philfipa was already there, all the royal 
family, excepting Vcivi ivi, werf, }ty their own act, 
within our power, and il was said he waa also U> 
come in the aftemo<Hi. There waa ui evident 
oooatiaint in the manner of the visiters, which 
was apparent from thor net expressing the naoal 
astonisliment at every thing they saw. TJieir 
little daughter, of five or six years of age, had 
a sprightly countenance, and, as is usual, her 
head was enM Ir pij l in ( Ai^tMl locks. One of the I 
I officera presented her wuli a sash, which he tied 
I on, and the bystanders were much amused to 
I see the fueen xmateagcag it after the Fecjee 
I fashion. 

The queen was r>iserved to have paid more 
j attention than is usual to the decency of her 
I di ' ss, being enveloped in the paieo, after the 
I Tonga fashion. She is a fine-looking woman, with 
I an intelligent countenance. The lung wore his 
maro, accompanied with the seavo, which is the 
name they give to the long tiaius of tapa attached 
to it» that are worn bj diiefs to denote tiiair 
rank. The seavo of the kiqg trailed ssveml feet 
on the ground. 

The person who attracted the most attention was 
N^uraningiou, with his attendant chiefa. In truth, 
he came in fine style, moving towards the diip in 
III- 1 • lutifu! canoe, with its long streamers (de- 
noting the rank of the owner) . floating in the 
breeaek When he came on boacd, it wss at onee 
seen that he had dec];erl himself specially for the 
occasion. His face was painted red and black, 
which, if possible, improved his appearance as a 
savage ohii£ He waa, by far, the finest-looking 
person among the whole saaembled group. His 
hair was frizzled out with great care ; around his 
neck he wore a necklace of ahella^ with armlets of 
the trochus ; and his thighs were endrcled with a 
black cord. The usual sprwn ivn«? wdm by him, 
and over it a flouueo of btaek fringe, wincli added 
much to the effect of the whole, and gave him the 
Wok of being partly dreaaefl. Every exertion 
being made to entertain tiiem, tiie oominunt they 
were under was sof n di^^ipated, and neyST did 
people seem to enjoy tlicmselves more. 

It was hoped by CapUin Hudson, ttntQ afkev> 
noon, that Vendovi would make his appearance ; 
but four o'clock came, and no chief. Captain 
Hudson then concluded th:it he was not coming, 
and that it would be impossible to take him, unless 
by foroe. He therefore detennined to try tlie ex- 
pedient of retaining those he had on board until 
Vendovi should be forthcoming. He ordered the 
drums to beat to quarters, and placed a sentinel at 
tlie cabin-door, ordering at the same time that all 
their canoes should be retained alongside. The 
king and chiefs were immediately informed, 
through the interpreter, that they were prisoners, 
and tnat the object was to obtain Vendovi, the 
murderer of the crew of the Cfinrl 's Doggett, 
some eight years before. It may re.uiily be ima- 
gined that this announcement threw them all into 
great consternation, while it was* at the same time, 
a matter of surprise to all the oflleeis of tiie diip. 
The poor queen ^vas apjmreutly the niost alarmed, 
and anxiously inquired of Phillips if they were all 
to be pnt to death. Philip was eqmUy ntgbtened 
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with the v&ilf and it wan observed tluit his nerves 
were ao much affected for some time afterwards 
tliat ho was unable Ut light a cigar that was given 
him, and could not Rpeak distinctly. Captain Hud- 
sun reminded them, that the)- had visited the ship 
of their own accord, aad without any |>romiM of 
safe^ard from him ; that his object was to <ibt«fai 
Vendovi, and that all hopes of obtaining him with- 
out this deciiiive measure had failed ; that he 
meant them no Imi-ni, but it was his intention to 
detain them until Vendovi was brought off. The 
canoes were likewise secured, and orders given to 
allow none to leave the ^lil]! The whole prirty 
thus made prbonecs eoosisted of seventy ur eighty 
natiTes. 

The king and chiefs, when they had rrrnvrrp^ 
themselves a little, acknowledged that our maiiJ 
was a just one ; that TM<£>vi deserved to be 
punished ; that he m» ft danferoo* ebaracter 
among themMdres ; and that they would be glad 
to t- '1' him removed. At the Bamo time, iln > aid 
I they tliought thtt capture of Vendovi impossible, and 
I gare many reasraa for this opinion. They ex- 
' prpcqrvl rr,-,.^^f foars for the missionaries and tlit-ir 
families, when the people of Rewa should hear of 
their dslention. Captaui Hudson had assured him- 
self fWBTioaBljr of the perfect safety of the mis- 
■looaries and their femilies, and WeU know that 
tliii ^^ as a ruse on the part of tbs kuig to ioduoe 
him to change his purpose. 

Tlioy soon found him ftdly determined in his 
purpon' Tt ^vns pliortly »iTanged that, with his 
perniisiston, Ngaranuiginu and another chief should 
go quietly to Rewa, take Vendovi by surpriKc, be- 
fore he had timo to escape, and bring him on board 
aKvo if possible. In orter to fanofe protection to 
the misuonaries and their entablishments, tliey 
were particularly told that the missionaries had 
aoUihif to do with the business, and did not know 
of it, as was evident from Mr. Jagger having re- 
turned to Rewa before they were detained, and 
that every influence must be exerted to protect 
them from barm, or the prisoners might expect 
the iBflSt ttempUry punidnnenl 

The selection of Ngaraningiou as the eniissarv to 
capture the murderer was well-timed, as Vendovi 
had always been his rival, and die temptation to 
get rid of 80 powerful an adversary was an oppor- 
tunity not to be lost by a Feejee man, although 
that adversary was a brotlier. He waa soon under 
way in his double canoe, which, with its enormous 
s^spnadtoasttong hrseas^ was spoedily out of 



dtht. 

Tlie king, at Captain Hudson's request, informed 
his people that none must attempt to leave the 
ship, or they woohi be ftred at ; that tbcgr must 
remain on board until farther orders; and that, in 
the mean time, they would be supplied with food. 
One attempt was made by a small eauoe to leave 
the ship, hut on seeing the pre p a rations for filing 
at it, the persons in it quickly returned. 

After the departui-e of Ngaraningiou, the king, 
queen, and chiefs became more reconciled to their 
podtiou. They talked much about Vendovi and 
the mnrder be had eonmitted on lha sraw of the 
Charles Doggett, and said Aat ha had alio killed 
his eldest brother. 

The king, during the evening, spoke much of 
his hein^ a frii nd to the wbito men, asserted that 
he had always been SO, and addncedjas an iostanoe 



of it, his conduct in the case of The Currency Lass, 
an English trading sdiooner, of Sydney, New 
South Wales. He said that ihla vessel, in going 
out of the harbour, had got on shore near the 
anchorage; that his people had assembled round 
about her for piundw, but that he went on board 
Mnself, and kept all Iris subjects off that were not 
required to a-SKif-:t. He told Caj-t.'sni Wilsi n and 
the owner, Mr. Houghton, who ^^rl.s on LK>ard, that 
if she got off ho abonld expect a present, nhicb 
they readily eonsented to give ; but if elie broke, 
and got water in her hold, the vessel and property 
must be bis. This, he said, they also agreed to. 
His people, wishing her to go to piecea, made 
several attempts to remoTo ttio andion, but bo 
stopped them, and drove them away ; and the only 
tinng he did, witli the hope of getting the vessel 
himiicjlf, while he was aMOsting the captain to get 
her off, was to send «n some of his ebieis to Rewa, 
to give a present to Oie ambati. at the mbtire, to 
offer up [ Havers to the Great Spirit, that he would 
cause tier to get water in. Something went wrong 
witli tlie spirit, and the vessel gol sitar. TIm 
only thing tlie owner gave Itim was ft while'a 
tooth and a small looking-glass ! 

When the evening set in, the natives f kai-sis) 
were all brought on board for the night, and pUced 
forward on the gvn>deek. Hoe they were supplied 
with plenty of hard bread and molasses, which 
they enjoyed exceedingly, and afterwards performed 
several dances. The performers arranged tliem- 
selvefl in two ranks, and went tlirouph vririons 
movements, with their bodies, heads, arms, and 
feet, keeping time to a song in a high monotonous 
key, in which the whole joined, the rsnks oe- 
osMonslly changing places, those in the rsar 
occupying the booH, and the oihaia rstiring ha- 
hind. 

The inferior chiefs were provided with ft sail 

under the half-deck ; the king, queen, and their 
little daughter were accommodated by Captain 
Iludscm in his cabin. The king having expres.std 
a desire to have his evening dcaught of ava, some 
of the piper mytbistienm, fnm which it is made, 
was fortunately foimd amnn^ thr botanical speci- 
mens which had l>esn collected, and a large and 
well politihed dish-cover was converted into an 
ava-faowL Tha ftva was accordingly brewed, and 
idl the nsoal ceremonies gone through with, ev«i 
to the king's having his own cup-bearer, Jiauoy 
HouBinau, who was one of the party. 

After the ava was over, theatricals were resorted 
to for the amusemftit of tbrir majesties. This was 
a business in which many of the crew of the Pea- 
cock were proficients, having been in the habit of 
smosiog themselves is this way. Jim Crow was 
the first piece, and wen penonalod, both in ap- 

?>arance an ! song, by Oliver, the ship's tailor, 
his representation did not Cftil to amuse the 
audience exceedingly, and fTMllly astonished their 
majesties. Jim Crow's appearance, on the back of 
a jackass, was truly comical: the ass was enacted 
by two men in a kneeling posture, with their pos- 
teriors in contact; the Ixnly of the animal was 
formed cf dotbing ; fbor iron belaying-pins served 
it for feet ; a ship's swab for its tail, and a pair of 
old shoes for its ears, with a blanket as a covering. 
The walking of the mimic quadruped about the 
deck, with its comical-looking rider, and the audi- 
ence half civilind, half savage, gave the whole 
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Hcene a very remarkabk effect. The king confessed 
that if lie had hevn alone, he would be much 
frightened at the curvettinfr and bm^ng id the 
beMt before bin. The qaeen, on Its b«ni^ «x> 
plained to her that what she naw ^^.|s only two 
mea, exprcsaed tho greatest astonishment in her 
anger, biieredulons ]<»ik. The dance (>f *' Juba" 
came off well, throuj^h the exertions of Howard 
and Shepherd, but the brayin(» aas of Godwin, wiili 
the Jim Cniw of ( )liviT, will lon<: ho rumembered 
by their savage as well as civilized spectators. 
The whole company neemed contented and happy; 
thfl kinfi hiul liiti extra how] nf ava, the queen and 
chiefs tlii ir t< a and supper ; and all enjoyed their 
cigars, <>f which ^bey wiKtked a great number. On 
Captain iludeon •zpreeeing to the king bis hope 
that the queen bad got over her fears, and inquirini; 
if she wns tired, he rejilicd, "Why should hIu- be 
troubled i is she not with me ! When I die, must 
not she die also V* Thereby intimating that were 
he in peril, she wmild be equally 90, whether present 
or absent. The theatricals having l)e< n ended, 
they all retired to rest. 

One oould not but perceive the great difference 
between the Tm^eee and Feejces who passed the 
night on board. The former are generally Chris- 
tians, or misgiooaiies' f>eoplc; they were orderly 
and respectable, and before going to rest, quietly 
and Very devoutly met and had their evening 
|<rayer; whioli, contrabted with the conduct of the 
others, had a pleasing effect. 

Mr. Phillips, in reoompeitae for his attention to 
Lientanaat Badd and Mr. Peale, was well provided 
for by the officers; and, at various times, imparted 
information respecting the hibUjry of Rewa, his 
own family, and others, that may be looked upon 
as quite authentic; and I have little dciubt tlwt it 
will prove interesting to the reader. 

By the aid of tli<! whites, Tambiavalu, father of 
Kania, waa established as king, up<Ma the dethrone- 
ment of thereignuig family, of wbom VoniTalu, the 
governor, is a descendant. Rewa at this time wa.s 
of little consequence, comprising only the small 
town of Ndmfcet^ from wliuli tiba fcinir now dwives 
bis title. 

TamUaTaln governed with great firmness and 
wisdom. During his reign, all cnminals met with 
exemplary punishment. Accordins to the Feeiee 
enatom, he had many wives, the ehUrf among wbom 
was a descendant of the family of Mhatitomhi, who 
reigned at Ambau before Bamiva, the father of 
Tanoa, succeeded in gaining tiie kingdom. Al- 
though eonsidered the queen, and holding the title 
of Ramdfni-Ndralceti, she was not tlie highest in 
rank. There was also anioni]^ the wives of Tainhi i- 
valu a sister of Tanoa, named Salaiwai, who was 
younger, and in consequenee had not the atatioo to 
which her rank entitled her to. 

Phillips gives TajnbiavaUi the credit of having 
had a hundred children by his numerous wivee and 
ooncubines, a statement of which tliose beat ac- 
quabited with Feejee history do not doubt ^e our- 
rei tnesfl. Of this largo progeny, the children by 
the two above-mentioned females are alone entitled 
to any rank. By the queen, Ramdini-Nciraketi, he 
had four eons, named Madonovi, Kania, Valivuaka, 
and Ngaraningiou. By SaKiwai, he had only two, 
."^eru and Thokanauto (Mr. Phillips). Of the 
six, Kania, Ngaraningiou, and Thokanauto are 
Mill living. 



Tamhiavahi had a lung and prosperous reign, 
and under him Rewa assumed a rank amon^^ tlie 
chief cities of the Feejees, having aoquited much 
territory, and among the KMit, the island of Kan* 
tavn. His eldest son, Knrattamano, was the child 
of a Kantavu wonmn of rank; he was, in conse- 
quence, a vasu of the most impoirtant posa o aeiopa 
of Rewa, and had many connexions and friends 
lliruugliout the country; he had so ingratiated him- 
self with the cliipfs and peojile, tliat he could have 
made himself king on the death of bis father* 
Ramdim-Ndnltett, the queen, who is r epwe nted 
as a most artful as w. Il as unscrupulous woman, 
was fearful that his po|»ularity might become disad- 
vantageous to ber children, and she determined to 
have him removed. She mana|$ed to iuBtil into the 
king's mind suspicions that Koraitamano Intended 
to seize upon the sucew.Hlon, which dcterniiaed 
him to put this son to death. Koi-aitamauo re- 
ceived a hUit of Us intenticns, and was able to 
evade every attempt. On !^me occasions he was 
obliged to ilee to distant places, once to lla, the 
western end of Vitilevu, and another time to 
Mbenga, whore he remained until a kind of recon- 
ciliation took place, when he was induced to return. 
He had tjot been lonf^ in Rewa, before the queen 
recommenced her machinations for his deatruc- 
tioI^ and bis &tbw also TCsnmed bis designs 
against him. 

Koraitamano was doubtful whether again to re- 
sort to flight or remain, when s»>me chiefs who were 
hostile to the king, represented to the young chief 
that the only method to secure bis own safety 
effectually was to put his father to death, assuring 
him they would stand by him in the struggle. By 
their persuasions he was induced to accede to their 
designs. At ni2:hr he set fire to a canoe-bouse, and 
coming into his faiher'» dwelling, he approached 
the place where he was sleepinf;, and cried out, 
" Do you lie here asleep when your city is burning !" 
Tambiavahi Immediately started up and ran out. 



Koraitam: 



I no 



clf^^' ly nft' r him, watched 



an occasion, stroek him with his club on the back 
of his head, and killed him on the spot; after which 
he retired t/> his own honse, trusting to the pro- 
mises of his friends and adherents, that they would 
protect and defend hiin. But the queen ua^ mure 
than an equal for his cunning, and her hatred 
caused ber to go to the greateat lenetha in wreak- 
ing her vengeance upon him. She nad the body 
brought tu the hou^*, wliere, observing that the ex- 
ternal injury to the head was slight, she conceiTcd 
the singular plan of making the deed of tbeaaaaaem 
and his friends recoil upon their own beads. She, 
therefore, at once niised a cry that the body showed 
signs of Ufe, and that her husband was not dead. 
She then had the body conveyed to the fiarther end 
of his house, under the plea that he required to l>c 
removed from the noise; and no one wa."s sufiered 
to approach the l»ody but herself and a Tonga wo- 
man, who waa her oonfldant. She aoon spread the 
report that the king had recovered bis senses, but 
was very weak, and called upon seveml chiefs in 
the king's name, saying that he required the instant 
death of Korait;uiiano. The diiefh convened a 
meeting to consider the course that ought to be 
pursued, but could come to no decision, in conse- 
quence of the general opinion that the contluct uf 
Koraitamano was justifiable; altliough, on the other 
band, they feaied the wxalh of the ux^ in caao fan 
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! hhould rcicovei-, particntariy ttioM who had advised 

: and wMn 1 to uphold Koraitamano. The queen 
beooiniug aware uf titeir hesitatkmyOn the following 
nominf took amne wbales' teeth wid other valu- 
ables, and presented them herself to the chiefs, 

I saying Uiey weve sent by the king to purchase the 
death of his son. Fewrsng to hold out any longer, 
tliojr went to Konitomano and aanoanced to him 
the fatal mandate, and he was immediately killed. 
They then proceeded to the king's house to n port 
that the deed was done, and on approaching ilie 

' couch of the ktng, the putiCMent odour which pro- 
ceeded from tlif orps.^ nt onco disclosed to them 
iho dcctptiun tiiat had been practised. It was, 
however, too Inte to amend the matter, and Mado- 
iiori, the eUestson of the queen, now succeeded his 
fiather without opposition. One of the first acts of 
Madooiivi was to build an mbure over the spot 
where his fatlicr was tnui'dered. Ilis succession 
deprived Seru and Thokananto (Phtl!i(>s) of their 
right to the throne, and of coune excited their 
hostility to the reigning chief, who was by no means 
so popular as liis lather, iwmI did not piverii to the 
satisfaction uf his subjects. Seru, who was the 
oldest of the two raaleootenta, was a very tall and 
remarkably handsome manj and had grent influence 
among the people, which excited thejealousy of the 
king. Such was his strength that it is said he 
eonid knock down a full-grown hog hy m blow on 
the forehead, and would break a cocoa-nut by 
striking it on hm elbow. 

Mutual words of defiance had passed between 
the two bmtbers, and Aey were livinr in daily 
expcctatinn of some encounter that would bring on 

i itcrious disturbances. During the height of this 
feeling, they met on the road, where the scene 
that was enacted was quite iv markable, and the 
narration of it by Phillips . 4 uliy so. 

S 1 11 Iiiul one of the short missile clubs (ula) in 
his Rinile, which Feejee men usually wear stuck 
in beliiud. An Madonovi approached, Seru placed 
his ],[ick agaiuf-t tlio fence, without any design. 
TI113 kuij; had three hliaddocks (molitivi) in his 
han<l, of wliicii, as lie oamis up to Seru, he held 
one up and called out in sport, that lie meant to 
throw it at him. Tlie thought then came Into 
Seru'fl mind tliat if tlie khip t!ircw nnd hit him he 
would let hiui paBs, but that if tie missed he would 
take the opportunity to put him to death. He, 
therefore, replied to his brother in the mcae jocose 
manner, " Throw, but if you miss, I'll try." The 
king threw, but mis-sed. He then drew nenrer, 
and liolding up another of the shaddocks, cried 
out, "This time I will hit you." To which Seru 
replied, " Take care; if you miss, thru I'll try." 
The king threw again, but Seru, by a (juieii move- 
ment, avoided the missile. Madonovi then ad- 

' vanced to within two or three yards of Seru, 
saying, " This tfene T think I ehall bit yon.*' Seru 
made himself ready to avoid it. nn 1 v.]t]} hi.s hands 
behind him, said, " If you miss, then 1 take niy 
turn." The king threw the third time and missed, 
for Soru stooped, and the shaddock passed over 
h'vi shoulder. Seru then drew himself up, flourished 
his club in the air, and exclaimed in tones of 
exulting mockery, Aha, I think yon did not sec 
this I** With that he hurled hla weai^ trilh so 
deadly an aim that it crushed the skuU of the king, 
and killed him on the spot. 
Aa 1000 Mtiiia event beemne known, the queen 



with her other sons fled to Ambau, leaving the 
supreme p..\vt r in the hand» of Seru, wiio, how- 
ever, did not take the title of Ndraketi,but adopted 
that of Tui Sawau, after the diief town of M l>engn, 
on which he had made war and captured, and l>y 
which title he was thenceforth kn«»wn. He wivs 
not, however, long left to enjoy his authority. The 
exiled family made several unsueeessAil attempts 
to destroy him, and at lant indnced Vendovi, by a 
larf^e bribe, in undertake his destructiuiu Vendm'i 
managed to get to Rewa unobserved, and looking 
in at the door vlt Tliokananto's house, saw 1'ui 
Sawnu lyni^ on his mat eating. He inum diiitely 
levelled lii^ musket and shot him. Four ballji 
passed through his breast, but such was the 
strength of his constitntion, that be surrired fur 
eight days. This occurred in the year I8i!7> 

When it bec:ime known at Anibau that this fra- 
tricide had been committed, the queen and In i- 
sous returned to Rewa, and Kania assumed the 
direction of the goTemment, to tlie exclusion of 
Thokanauto. 

The eharaeter of I'liillips, who calls himself the : 
white man's friend, ie rather equivocal. He is | 
said while young to have been fed meetly on 
human flesh. When I saw him on Ixiard my f^bip ] 
at Lt^vukii, I told him I had heard that he liked 
tliis food, and I thought tiiat he showed mueh 
shame at being considered U cannibal by us. His 
youthful practicee, which be told as thougli some 
eredit weia dne to himself for a change in his 
latter conduct, will tend to show how early these 
natives employ themselves in inflicting pain on 
each other. One of these was to set a sharp- 
pointed stick in the ground, cover it with earth, 
and then challenge another boy to jump with him. 
He would then leap in such a manner that the boy 
on following his example would alight upon the 
pointed stick, and run it through his foot. He is ' 
said also to be freouently employed by the king as j 
an instrument of hw vengeance. The missionaries 
relate that he was once sent to kill a native by the 
king's order, upon which he went to the person's 
house, and told him that " The king has sent me 
to kill you;" to which be replied, It is good only 
that I should die.*' PhBKps struck, but only 
stunned him, after which he relumed, and told 
the king he liad not succeeded in killUtg luui. 
When the man recovered, Phillips was again sent 
back, and snectMaded in giving him bis deathblow, 
which be received with thm same resignation as 

before. Nntwith.Htandinti his bad traits, he is cer- 
tainly one of the most iateiligeut natives that I 
have met with in all Polynesia, He possesses 
much iurorinatioii re-pecting his own people, and 
would, if the kini; allowetl it, be the means of 
effecting m.^ny improvementH. He has already 
introduced some into his own establishment, and 
is very desirous of learning, but he unfortunately 
has not stifRcient knowledge to distinguish between 
good and evil. Ue vibit-s all tlie vessels that touch 

I at this group, and says that he passes most cf hia 
time on board of then). He produces many re- 

I commendations from their eommnnders, which, 
lie.sideM recommending him, give the very snhitury 1 
precaution of always being on their guard white 
among Aese natives. 

The priRonpm nn hoard the Peacock were early 
in motion on the following njoming, ItMiking auxi- 
ouily for the rvtoxn of NgunminipMi; and many 
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BpecolatioDB wer» thrown ont u to whether h* 

would succeed in his errand, or coiiiiivf' at tlie 
escape of Vendovi. The hatred lie kuowu to 
hear Vendovi, was in favour of his retam with 
turn, either de»d or alive. These surmiBes were 
shwtly pat to rest, by the appearance of the Urj^e 
canoe emerging from tlie mouth of tlio river, wlii li 
doew all to watch its approach. It soon came 
■alongaki*, and Vendovi was recognised M a pri- 
soner on Iroard. The mode of hi» capftirr was 
singular, aiid showa the force of ihc customs to 
which all ranks of this people give implicit obe- 
dienoe. NjnraQinjrioa, on mvivtg «t Rewa, want 
at COM to Vendovf^ home, and toolt Inm hj snr* 
nrise. Going in, he took hh seat by him, 'ai l his 
hand on hia amijnnd tohl him thnt he was wanted, 
and that the khig l a i s t i iiim to go on buard 
the man-of-war. He inmuiliately assented, and 
waa preparing to coiuc at once, but NgRrai)inj?iou 
said, " Not till to-morrow." They passed tlie 
evening and night together, and in the ni«>raiug 
einlMrMd to eome on board. 

Veudovi was at once brouglit on board and 
delivered to Captain Hudson, who forthwith exa- 
mined him before the king and chiefs, and in tlie 
presence nt the officers of the ship, assembled in 
the oihin. Vendovi acknowledged his guilt hi 
c;uisii)g the murder of part of the crew of the 
Charles Doggett, and admitted that he had held 
the mate by the arms while the natiree hilled him 
with clubs. Captain Hudson now explained why 
he had thought proper to rutaiu Uie king aud the 
others as prisoners, saying that the course tlic 
affair had taken had saved them mneh troubie|,and 
probably fighting, for be would have thonght it 
incumbent upon him to burn Ilewa, if Veudovi had 
not be«u taken. The king replied, that Captain 
Hudson had done right; that he would like to go 
to America himself, they had all been treated no 
well; that we were now all good friends, and that 
he should ever cuntlime to be a good friend to all 
white men. Vendovi waa now put in irons, and 
the others wwe told diat the Mp would go to 
Kantavu, to punish any other chiefs that had par- 
ticipated in the act, and burn their towns. They 
were assured of our amicable disposition towards 
them ao long an tbejr otmdoeted themselves well; 
and m order to impress this fully upon them, after 
their own fasliion, presents were mada Ihomf which 
were received gratefully. 

When the leave-taking came, Phillips appeared 
the rooRt dejected of all. This Roemed strange 
after the part Vendovi had takeu in the murder of 
luB brother, of one whom he represented as having 
been veiy kind to him aa a nratoetor, and with 
whom he Hved when l3bB &tal shot was fired by 
Vendovi. Phillips expressed himself in this way, 
** That as Ion;; m Seru lived he could be saucy, but 
after his death he wsis all akme, just like a stick." 
This kind of opposite conduct is conformable to the 
nsna) policy of this people, and is chiu-acteristic. 
^^ lJ^lvi, at this time, was the only one of his 
brothers who favoured the party of 'Phillips, and 
was among his strongest adherents. I oonra men- 
tion many other inBtaiicos of the same iBfflHisit- 
tency of conduct on the part of chiefs. 

All the i^rty were now much affected. Kania, 
the king, eeated himadf on the right side of Ven- 
dovV taUi^ hold of hi* arm, while Mavumialu 
plaeed himaslf on flie left. PhilUiia walked op and 



down in ftont. All shed teBiB,aad aotibcd ai<iu<l 
while conversing in brol: n sciiteiseeB with their 
brother. The natives hhed tears also, and none 
but Ngaraninnon remained unmoved. The kiug 
kissed tlie ptSnoer'a forehead, touched nose^ and 
tamsd away. The iniSBrior ehiefo approeebed and 
kissed l»i» hands, whilst the common people crawled 
up to him and kissed his feet. One young man 
WDO belonged to the household of Vendovi was the 
last to quit him; he wished to remain with his 
master, but woa not permitted. In bidding fare- 
well to the chief, he embraced his 1 h-h^s, kissed his 
hands and ^ee^ aud reoeived a parting blessine 
from Vendovi, wbo jphMod both bis manacled 
luutds on hia head. The young man then retreated 
backwards towards the ladder, sighing and sub- 
bing as though his heart would break. The last 
request the king made to Captain Hudson wa^ 
that his own barber, Oahn Sam (a Sandwich 
islander), might accompany \\i 1 This was 
readily assented to, as he would be a ui>eful man 
on board ship, having sailed in a whaler, and 
having some knowledge of tht Knglish language. 

Mr. Cargill, the miasionarvj came on board the 
Peacock shortly after the royal party had left her, 
and infonned Oaptaia HndsoOy that the night 
before, the chief who had been sent for b» pro- 
tection had visited him, imd said that he should 
keep guard over him and his house, and not suffer 
any one to cross the river from Rewa. Mr. Car- 
gill said there had been no kind of disturbance, the 
chief having rejnuined at his house until the king 
returned, and he felt much indebted to CapUiin 
Undeoii for the lively interest he had taken in his 
aflhirs. He ^ not feel at all apprehensive of 
danger to fhemaelves, and tli i" wa- no kind of 
necessity for the detention ot iht; t>lup ou that 
account. At noon Mr. Cargill took his leave. 
When I saw him, a few weeks afterwards, he 
spoke in very high terms of the conduct of Captain 
Hudson, and the mauuer in which he had cun- 
duoted the whole busuiess at Kewa. He also told 
me that the i^ieb often epoke of it, and were fiilly 
sensible that it was just that Vendovi shnuld be 
punished. Mr. Cargill spoke much of ilie vast 
benefit that would result from OW visit, not only to 
the trading vessels and whitee generally, but also 
to the natives, as well as the advantage it woold be 
to the miatsiouary cause. 

The surveys of the harbour having been all 
completed and joined with the survey of the river, 
made \>y I.irntr iKuit Ihtdd and Passed-Midj^hipinan 
Davis, — both of wiioni deserve much credit for the 
nuuiner in which their operations were conducted, 
not Vttfy as r^Mda the duties performed, bnt the 
care and attentSon they pud to the party entrusted 
to their charge, — preparations were ri >v made for 
sailing; but, owing to the wind being ahea^l, they 
were not able to pass tlie reels until the morning of 
tire 23rd; in the mean time, Oahu Sam was received 
on board as V^cndovi's barber. When they got to 
sea, Caj)tain Hudson again examined Vendo\ i, be- 
fore several of the officers, respecting the Kantavu 
murder, and llie partbenadbimsMif takn in it. 
He stated, that he was sent by Ngaraningiou to 
pilot the brig to Kantavu; and tliat a chief of that 
place, called Thebau, who is now dead, was to take 
the vessel for Ngaraningiou. Th^iiatt was to make 
what he eonld for himMlf, and was the leader of 
the cone|ibM{y to auucdw the crew. Ten of Hm 
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crew wcru kitlM^ eight of them in the biche de 
mmr houso, nnd tiie mate and boy near the boat 
The people of the towns of Numlnuvallo, Lueti, 
and Koro, had cut large vines to pass under the 
cable, for the purpose of hauling the venel en 
shore duriii;i tlic iit;,'ht. He atso stafp'l that a 
black imui had been loaAted and eaten by the 
natives, but tiiat be hinmlf did not partake. Nine 
bodies were given up to Paddy Connel, and were 
taken on board, aewed np fai canvass, and sunk 
aloiigsiJe. The bodies aftarwards floated on shore, 
and were eaten by the natives. His statement, 
themfon, eoufonued to that of Paddy in all hn> 
portant particulars. 

Vendovi likewise mentioned another act of his, 
as follows. About two years before, the nuite of 
the whale-ship Nimirodj of Sydney, New South 
Wales, landed at Kantavn to pur^ase provisions. 
Vendovi saw some large whales' teeth in jioh' i ^ i i , 
of the mate, in order to obtain whiob, he made him | 
and Ifae bo«t% erew pritooen. He then told tiie I 



mate to write to hi.n captriin to rnnsoin hitn and l)i<? 
men, and that he must h.ivo lift)' whalfs' ttcth, 
four axes, two plates, a case of pipes, a bundle of 
fisli-hooks, an iron po^ and a bale of cloth. Th< se 
were all sent hhn, and they were released, he giving; 
the mate a present of a hca 1 f t i t H-c-sliell. 

Captain Hudson, having thus Kiiccessfully ac- 
complished the capture of Vendovi, steered for 
Kantavu, in order, if possible, to brini^' to punish- 
ment more of the oflendex-s; but tiie wind fell 
light, and he found that tlio ship had drifted, during 
the night, to the eastward of the Astrolabe li<>ef. 
Mid consequently would be compelled, in proceed- 
in'^ to KriDtavu, to retrace his route. Tliis would ! 
have oecujiied much time, and the prosju ct of ; 
gaining tlieir port would have been faint. He 
therefore determined, &8 the allotted time for join- '■ 
ing the boats had nearly expired, to bear up for \ 
tlio west en ! cf Vitiievn; wlierc I sliall now leave ' 
him, and return to Levuka, to the rest of the 
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Imbediatelt after despatching Paddy Connel on 
his errand to Captiiin ihidBou, Whippy came tome. 
He had heard, on board the ship, some intimation 
of the purport of the meeaage sent to Rewa by 
Connel, and he advised mo to be on my p^uard for 
the first movement after Vendovi a capture. He 
tboaght that an endeavonr would be made by the 
people of Ambau to surprise the observatory, and 
to nke rae prisoner, (for the purpose of ransoming 
Vendovi,) for they are closely allied to those of 
Rewa. As our distance from Amhau was no more 
tlian a few honrs' travel, it would be easy fer 
Tanoa, or his son Seru, to fall upon us with a 
thousand men, Ix-fore we could have any notice 
whatever of their approach. After liearin<; all he 
had to say npon the aubject, I sent him fur Tui 
Levuka, who eame to my tent. His amazement 
was great when he was told what was in progress, 
and no seemed to be almost beside himself fur 



a few moments. When he was sufficiently re- 
( iv( I I 1. I told him that I put implieit eonfideuee 
in him ; that if he suffered me to be surpi-ised by 
any force, on hhn and his people would rest th« 
responsibility, and that I lon!:i d to him to g]yc me 
the earliest notice of any attempt to attack me. 
This ho accordingly promised, and, at the same 
tiroe^ he told Whippy, the most probable persons 
from whom any attack would come wouM be the 
mountaineers, who wei-e all now under the influence 
of Ambau, and would be easily induced to attack 
us. A thousand of them, according to his opinion, 
might be upon us in a few hours ; but we had 
little to fear before dawn of day, for that was the 
only time at which they made an attack, ehonsing 
tlie time of the second or soundest sleep. He then 
went off to send out hfa soouls and spies, in order 
to brinp; mo the earliest information. 
Seru was on board the ship when I heard these 
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thiitf^s. I, therefore, sent off word that he dioiiM 

be kept on boaril as .1 kind iif hosiage, and orJt rtil 
forty men to reinforce the observatory, after dark, 
for the ship was not near enougli to nse oor guns 
ia defending it. The night, b"wvf>r, wag quiet, 
and there were no signs of the natives moving 
about on shore. Indeed they are extremely averse 
to go out after dork, from » fear meetiag kaloua, 
or BiriritB. Sent wna amiieed with rockets, fte., on 
board, nn>1 ]vi=st>d his time to his satisfaction. 

On the 2Ut, the ship was moved up abreast the 
obaervatory point, in onier to protect it, and moored 
so that her puns might rake inch skle of the point 
in case of mi attack. The laioll on which I iiad 
erected the observatorj* was a strong position, and 
we now set to work to make it more ao, by clearing 
it of all the nbbiah and brushwood that might 
afford cover to assailants. Signals wrro arranged 
with the ship in case of attack, to direct the fire of 
the guns, and all things made ready to give any 
hostile force a warm reception. About tlj^ilit 
o'clock in the evening. Whippy told me that a 
report had reached Tui Lovuka that tliere \va.s 
trouble at Rewa, aud that the king and ciiiefs were 
prisoners ; but to this we gave no credit at the 
rime. In the mnrninp, hnwcver, I Iraraed throii^'h 
him, that ono old chief had got inftirniatioa thut 
Vendovi was a prisoner, ami that the king and 
queen would be released; in fact, nearly the whole 
story that has been related in the preceding chapter, 
reached Levuka before tho day on wliioh it occur- 
red bad passed. On inquiring of Tui Levuka, 
tbrongh Whippy, after I had beard tiie partienUin, 
and learned how nearly they corresponded with 
the report, how he obtained his information, his 
answer was, " Did you not tell me to bring you the 
earliest news, and have my spies out I" The news 
must have beein brought a distance of twenty miles 
in less than six hours, for I can scarcely LeliLve 
that any native could possibly have invented the 
story, or couM have aurmiaed what was to take 

place. 

Early on the morning of the 22nd, Scru left the 
ship and proceeded to Ambau, although I had been 
informed that it was his intention to go to the dif- 
ferent islands, to bring us hogs and yams. Tui 

Levuka called mv : ft ntion to this, and also to the 
fact that a messt jigrr had brouglit Seru iutelligence 
of what had happened at Rewa during tlie stay of 
the Peacock there, and of the sailing of that abtp 
with Vendovi on board. 

During thi.s time many thiiigs occurred to keep 

US on tti^ alert. On tlie uight of the SKtod, the 
usual number of men were buaded at the observa* 

tory, and in the ni^ht a nmskct \va.s accidentally 
fired, which, of coui*8e, created some stir, but it 
pvoved a false alarm; it, howevo*, serred to keep 
up our vigilance in case of attack. 

On the 26th the Flying-Fiah returned, entering 
through the reefs after dark. Lieutenant Carrhad 
executed the greater part of the duties pointed out 
in his instructions. 

Lieutenant Carr reached Lakemba on the morn- 
ing of the 17th; aud on leaving Lakemba, proceeded 
with tlie tender to Vanua-vatu, where they began 
their surveys. The tender's boats were launched, 
and the island was circumnavigated. It rises gra- 
dually, on all sides, to the height of several hundred 
feet, and is covered with foliage; it is six miles in 
eireamference, aod b eueirelM by ft reef, throi^i 



which there are two entrances for boats, but nei- 
ther of ihem ia snfneiontly wide for the entrance of 
a vessel. This island is not inhabited, but the na- 
tives resort there for the purpose of fi&liing. 

Lieutenant Carr next survejed the Tova Reef, 
which wab found about equidistant from Totuia, 
Moala, and Vanua-vatu. He represents it as one- 
of the most dangerous outlying reels in the groim ; 
it Is a mile in mameter, and nearly circular : the 
two formrr isl.'mds are in siglit from it, Vut the 
latter, being low, wa.s not seen. At low watt-r this 
reef is quite dry, and it then foms a snug basin. 
Into which there is a shallow passage for huaU. 
Tlic soundings within the reef were found extremely 
irregular, varying from two to fourteen feet. At 
high water the reef is entirely covered, aud the sea 
breaks on it at all times. 

The next island that claimed Lieutenant Carr's 
attcutioa was Totoia. Here he discovered a pas- 
sage leading through the reef, into which he went 
with the tender, and anchored in fifteen fathoms, 
half a mile distant from the shore. Tlicy found here 
n canoe from V'avao, manned by Tongcse. Totoia 
is high and much broken; it resembles the rest of 
the group in its roleanie formatioii; it is covered 
with luxuriant fi lia^je, and has many fertile valleys. 
Lieutenant Carr thinks that this harbour can be 
useful only as a temporary refoee. It is filled with 
broken patches, has very irregular soundings, from 
three to thirty fathoms, and the passages between 
tlicKe jiatchcH are quite narrow and tortuous. Tlie 
weather sotting in bad, they were obliged to forego 
the exsnAwtiOTi of a small part of uie southern 
portion of the reef for openings: it is beUered, bow- 
ever, that none exist. 

Itbtufctt was the next island. Of this they ba«ui 
the survey on the south-eastern side, wlmice ifiey 
passed round the southern shore. On the western 
side they discovered an opcnlni; through the reef, 
through which they passed, aud anchored in one of 
the best harbours in the group. This I have called 
Cart's Harbour. Its entrance is, perhaps, too 
narrow for a &hip to heal in, which the prevalence 
of easterly winds would generally require to be 
done; but the chaimel to it is quite clear of patches, 
and the passage through the reef u a good one, 
though long. Within tlie reef there is a circular 
basin of la^e extent, in all part^ of which a ship 
may select her berth with good bottom. Wood and 
water are to be had here *n plenty. The natives 
resemble those of the other iblaudu, aud are con- 
sidered as posBPwaing skill in th« use of tbcir 
arms. 

Moahk was next visited. It Is a higb volcanic 

island. There is an opening tlu"ough the reef, on 
the west side, that leads to an inferior harbour, 
which the boats surveyed. They found bero » 
white man, calling himself Charley, who was of 
some use to them in pointing out the localities. 
Lieutenant Carr sent him, the next moininj:^, with 
the boats, to examine a supposed Iiarbour, into 
whicb, in consequence of th« Hgbt winds, the ten- 
der was unable to enter. The reef on the north 
side of Moala resembles that of Totoia, being a 
collection of sunken and detached patches. The 
reef on the north-east makes off to the distance of 
two and a half mfles. Aflor passing it, there is a 
de<]> indentation in tho island, with abroad passage 
through the reef, leading to a safe and very fine 
harbour, and, wlnt is anttsnsl, tbs passage to aoffi- 
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cieutly wi<lt' for n vessel to beat out. 'I'lii.'*, Iiow- 
ever, would B«idom bo necessary, as there are 
several passages through the reef to the vestwftrd, 
wllioh «re safe with a leading wind. 

This island affords wood, water, and some provi- 
sions, and l as uIm lit Heven hundred inhabitants. 

Lieutenant Carr, tiudiog tliat his time WM almost 
expired, determined to proceed to Ovoku, by pun* 
ing close to tlie Mnthca Reef, off the f5outhpni 
point of Nairai. On the 25tli, the tender anchurud 
at Lovoka. On receiving Lieutenant Carr's re- 
port. I immediateljr deaofttched him to survey the 
passage rotmd the waetani aide of Ovolaii. The 
eastern portion, togetiUT with the harbour of 
Lfvnka, had already been completed by thu Via- 
Ct-nnes. Lieutenant Carr liad, in tlio jjerforninnce 
of this duty, rcaclit'd llic island of MoturiUi, when 
the time allotted fui- the purpose had expired. He 
accordingly left tlie two boats under Lii utt nant 
Underwood, to complete the remaining part of the 
work, wbieh oeenpied diem two days, during which 
time, It appears, from Passed-Midslilpman May's 
account, tiiey had another narrow esca^ fruui dis- 
aster, under the following circumstances. The 
night the boats left the tender, they imprudently 
landed on the island of Moturiki, where they un- 
loaded their boats, allowing the natives to help 
them up, and then removed all the things out of 
them up to the mhure, although tiierewas tvaaon 
to apprehend, from their cotidnct, tljat mischief 
was meditated.. They deemed it necessary to have 
aentinela posted, and all the men remained with 
their arms by their side. The natives before ten 
o'clock had dispersed, except ten or fifteen, who 
were seL'inini;ly oti the watch. These were dis- 
covered passme in some clubs, which were secretly 
idd by a log. liientemmt Undefwood then deter- 
mined to compel them all to quit the house, which 
they did, going out iu rather a sulky manner. The 
nMOMtttthe tide floated the boats, it was thought 
neccnoary to load them and shove off. They then 
anchored, and passed the remainder of the night 
iu them. The ii xt nif^ht, for greater safety, 
they sought slielter from the raiu and wet under 
the roelu^ whidi caused them much difficulty in 
lighting their fires. This was not overcome until 
their old native guidu took the tinder, and ascend- 
ing a tall cocoa-nut tree to the fronds, quickly re- 
tamed with a Uazing Uanh, Hairing finished the 
survey of that part of the Hotoriki Passage as- 
signed them, they returned to the ship at Levuka. 

The island of Moturiki is almost in contact witii 
that of Ovohiu to the south of it. The same reef 
extends .around both of tiiem, and there is no 
passage between thcni, except for boat^ and cauoes. 
A large square castellated rock lies midway 
lietween them, called Laudolib, of which there is a 
tradition, that Ndengei was bringing it to hloek up 
the bii; passage of Moturiki, which, according,' t ) 
the natives, l^ids to his domiaious, but being 
overtaheii Iqr daylight, he dropped it where it now 
lies. 

Moturiki is three miles lonp, .ind one broad ; it 
is not so much broken as Ovolan, thouf^h it rises in 
its centre, forming a high ridge. Tliere are two 
small ldrads,naiBed Leravia and Thimgala, to the 
south of it, and between these and Mtjturiki is the 
cntrauce to the Itay of Aiubau, termed the Mo- 
turiki Passage : this is about two miles long, and is 
a mile in width towaxds its eastern end ; tlie tide 



flows Rtn ngly thi.'wugh it, md the iioud sets to the 
westward. 

The tender having returned to Ovobui, I made 

preparations to leave that jdacc. 

Not being able to spare the services of Lieute- 
nant Carr as first lieutenant, I transferred him to 
the Vincennes, and ordered Lieuteoaut Case to the 
tender. Lieutenant Carr was put In charge of the 
observatory, wliil(> Lieutenant Alden in the launch, 
and Mr. Knox in the first cutter, wore relieved by 
Lieutenant Pcny and Mr. De Haven. Bodi boats 
VBoeived new crews, and proceeded to survey tlio 
reefs by Passage island, and thence to Vanua-levu. 
I embarked in the tender on the .3rd of June, and 
by night anchored off Mbua or Sandalwood liav, 
where I had appointed to meet the Peaeoek. We 
burnt bluc-lifihts and sent off rockets, but received 
no answer, and iu llie morning fouud the ship had 
not arrived. 

Levuka waa reached at 2 a.m.; here I found 
H.B.M. schooner Starling, Lieutenant Kellet, con- 
sort of the Sulphur, Captain Belcher, on a similar 
duty with ourselves. Lieutenant Kellet informed 
me that the Sulphur, iu going into Rewa, had 
struck on some coral lumps in the north passaj^e, 
and lost her rudder; and tlie object of Lieutouant 
Keliet's visit was to obtain aid, or new pintles for 
tliat ship. As those of the Vincennea were thought 
to be too large, I at once ordered a boat to be 
manned, and sent under eharpe of Lieutenant Un- 
derw(K)d to Mliua Hay (seventy miles), to the Pea- 
cock, for the purpose of obtaining those belonging 
to that sliip. It afforded mo great pleasure to hv 
of service to any of Her Majesty's ships, and know- 
ing how important it was to have prompt ami eiii- 
cient aid, there was no delay. I liad tlie pleasure 
of a few hottm* conversation with Lieutenant 
Kellet, hut as my appointment with the Porpoise 
rendered Jt necessary that I bhould meet her at the 
town of Somu-somu, on the island of Vunn, I was 
soon obliged to leave I^vuks for the eastern part 
of the group. In the mean time, I obtiuned my re- 
turn meridian distances and the night observations. 

Before I left Levuka, Seru, Tanoa's eldest son, 
paid US another vidt, and brought some hogs and 
other provisions, as a present. On this occasion, 
his conduct towards Mr. Vanderford was md what 
it should have been, for he appropriated some of 
that officer's property to himself. I regret I did 
not learn this until some time afterwards, for I had 

no opportunity of speaking to Seru again; but I 
sent him word that hi:i conduct was not approved 
of, and he roust not take such a liberty again. 

Orders were left with Lieutenant Carr to de- 
spatch Lieutenant Underwood and Passed-Mid- 
shipman Sandford, with two boat.s, to survey the 
islands of Ambatiki, Nairai, and Angau, all of 
which are in sight from Ovolau. 

At five o'clock the next morning wo were imdf r 
way, in the tender, with two boats of the V'incennes 
in company, and crossed over to Wakaia, where I 
left Passed-Midshiprocn Knox and May to survey 
tliat island and Mokungai, with their reefs. Here I 
fixed a station, and obs<.>rve<], with the theodolite, 
ou the distant signals. 1 then m&de an endeavour > 
to get out of the reef, but the weather looking bad, i 
I put back and anchored in a snug bay, wlTu-h I 
had called Flying-Fish Harbour. This is on the 
west side of the island of Wakaia, and has two pas- 
sages through the reef to iL 
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The next moraing we agun got under wajr, and 
stood for Nemeoft, or Direetiim lelutd, where we 

andi'Tc J, arter j.assing through a narrow passage 
in iui outlying rtcf. Directiua Island forms two 
high regular liill^, covered with a dense foliage. It 
is not inhab ited, iK-iiig only 
for tunics by the imtives. 

On the 7 til, Wi re engaged in the survey of the 
island and reef, with the boats, while 1 fixed a sta- 
t\on on its westetn summit, where I passed the day 
uljH4?rving fur longitude niid latitude and augles^ on 
uil the poiuts, peaks, aad 8tguab, in sight. 

In the eveoiug, we sailed for Vuna Island. The 
wind was very light, and we did not make much 
proprress, but spent the greatest part of tlie next 
day in getting uj> with the isUnd. Not wiHliitig to 
be detamed, 1 took my gig and pulled for Soma-* 



Somu-flomu, altliough ono of the cliii f towns of 
Focjee, acknowledges a sort uf subjection U> Am- 
bau. The cause of this is fuuud Uk an ancient tra- 
dition of a OMttest between their respective tutelar 
spirits, in which die spirit of Somn-somu was over- 

c /uie, and coniiH-lled to perforin the t;iina or SalUte 
due to a superior, to the god of Auibau. 

The town of Somu-somu mmtatns about two hun- 
dred houses, which are more straggling tliat? ?.nv I 
hud yet se- II. It is partly built below a lihitf, 
which atfords a very wife retreat and strong de- 
fence to ite inhabitants, and is divided, therefore, 
into a lower and upper town. The old mbure near 
the mis^sii iiaries' house Ih nearly gone to decay. 
Here was fuuud the only carved image 1 &aw in the 
group; it was a small figure cut out of solid wood, 
and the niisjiioiiaries did not seem to think that it 
was regarded by the people with iuiy revei'ence. 
The priest appears to have taken up lib abode 
with the old king, and was apparently hcdd in 
great reverenoe. 

The town is situated on the north- weAt Kide of 
the island of Vuna, which is aeuarated from the 
island of Vanua-levu, or the bigo land, by a 
strait five miles wido in its narrowest part, whieh 
I have called the Strait of Somu-somu. The 
island of Vuna rises gradually to a central ridge, 
the height of which, by several measurements, 
was found to he two thousand and flfty-two fiwt. 
The summit is genorully covered with clouds. 
From its gradual rise, and iIh surface being 
smoother, it ia susceptible of a much higher state 
of cultivation than tho other islands; the soil is 
a rich reddish loam, and it appears to be consi- 
den-d as the most fruitful of the islands. At the 
same time, its inhabitants are acknowledged by 
all to he the most savi^ CSannihalinn pvendto 
here to a greater extent than any where else. 

The length of Vuna is twenty-five miles, and its 
breadth five miles. Although there is a navigable 
passage between Vona and Corolib, yet it is made 
somewhat intrieate by sunken coral knolls and 
banks of sand. These bhoala extend two miles 
beyciud tiie island, mto the strait. The tides are 
btrong, but set through the strsit. Cahns and 
light winds prevail, in eoTiief]iiener> of its being 
under the lue of the higli kuui of Vuna, which 
makes the passage through it tedious and uncertain. 

Corolib, or Qoat Island, I made one of nur sta- 
tions, as it eommanded mosl of those we had boon 
at; and I of t;uned th0 neeessar/ dMervfttlow to 
secure its position* 



I dined and spent the afteoiooa with the nu»> 
rionaries and titeir hidies, and beard a reoital of 

some of the triuls tli> y liave been subject- 'I to. I 
cauuoi but fed astoni Ij d that they can endure to 
live among such a h i i ^ oC H|>v^ges. Their house 
is a tolerably oomfuriable one, and they have a few 
Tongese around them as servants, some of whom 
are eonvcrted; but all the rest of the iuhabitants 
are cannibals. Mr. Hunt, was kind enough to gire 
me an aeesunt of some nS the aeene* mvj haa to 
witncRS, which will convoy an idea of what their 
situation is, and what they have liad to undergo. 

Mr. and ift$. Hnat, and Mr. and Mrs. Lyths^ 
arrived at Somv-soma in August, 1839, and con- 
sequently at Uie time of our visit they had been 
there nearly a year. 

On the lllh of February, 1840, one of their 
servants faifbrmed them that the king had soit tar 
two dead men from Lauthala, a ton-n or koro not 
far from Somu-somu. On inquiring the reason, he 
knew of none but that the long was angry; this 
was sttffioisnt to know, and m soma d^grtp pn> 
pared them Ihr wluit they shortly afterwardrhad 
to witness. They now found that their servant 
was only partly informed, for, instpad of two mm, 
they soon obflsrved eleven hronght in, and know 
that a fea.st wns to take place. Messrs. Hunt and 
Lythe went to the old king, to urge him to desist 
from so barbarous and horrid a repast, and warned 
biiu that the time would oomo when h« would be 
punished fiir it. The king referred him to hhaoOy 
but the savage propensities of lb' Iruti r imdered 
it impossible to turn him from his barbarous pur- 
poses. 

On the day of the feast the shutters of their 
house were clotied, in order to keep out the dis- 
gusting BOwll that would ensue, but Mr. Hunt tock 
his statioa joat within his fence^ and witnessed the 
whole that follows. The irietfms were draped 
alwii^; tl 10 ground witli ropes ai-ound tJii ii n>:cks,by 
tliese niurciless cannibals, and laid, us a present to 
the king, in the front of tlie mi^siouariea* boms^ 
wbleh is directly opposite tlic king's square, nr 
public place of the towu. The cause of the mas- 
sacre was, that the people of Lautliala had killed a 
man *^'"^"g to the kmg'a koro, who waa doiQg 
some bulnesB for the king; and, notwitiutandtng 
(he people of Lauthala are i-elated to the king, it 
was cousidered au unpardonable offenc^and an 
order was given to attadc their town. Tho pwtgr 
that went for this purpose cnme upon the unsus- 
pecting village when (accoidmi; Lu themselves) 
they were neither prepared for defence nor Hi^ht, 
or, as they described it to Mr. Hunt, "&t the tuie 
the eoek crows, they opm their ejfw and saiM 

their heads from sleep, they ru-^^d in upon them, 
and clubbed tliem to deaUi," vvitiiout any regard to 
rank, age, or sex. All shared the same fate^ 
whether innocent or guilty. A large number were 
eaten on the spot. No report makes this less tlian 
tliirty, but others s|)eak of as many as three htm- 
dred. Of these it is not my intention to speak, but 
only of wint was done wiut the elevon presented 
to the king and spirit. 

Tiic utmost order was preserved on this occa- 
sion, as at their other feasts, the peopia approach- 
ing the residence of the king with wnsn made of 
respect and reverence, at the beat of the dmu. 
When human bodies an to be shared, the king 
himself makes ;v speech^ m he did on this occasion. 
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In it he presented the dead to his son, and inti- 
mated that the goda of Feejee ahuold be propi- 
tiatudy HmM they might have rain, &e. The son 
then worn mi mAmly a««eBt«d the gift, after 
whieh the benld pnmoanoM aload the names of 
tlie chiefs vvlio \'. f i r to have the bodies. Tlio dif- 
ferent chiefa take the bodies allotted to them away 
to their mbures, tliere to be devcMtrcd. 

The chief of Laatbala was given to thrfr prin- 
cipal god, whose temple m near the missionaries' 
hoose. He was cot up and cooked two or three 
jPKnIa firMtttkdr fNMM^Mid Mr. Hmt stood in bm 
yard and tvw the operation. He wm nueh otraek 
with the skill and despatch witli whieh thefio piac- 
tised canailNUs pei-forraed their work. While it 
was going on, the old priest was sitting in tlie door 
iif his tfinplo j;iviii<j orders, an;l :ni\iousIy looking 
for his share. All this, Mr. Hunt Kaid, was dune 
wHh the most perfect insensibility. He conid not 
porestve the leaaC aign of revenge on the part of 
thooe who ate them, and only one body was given 
to the injured party. Some of tim-o who joined in 
the feast acknowledged that the people of Lauthala 
were their relations, and he fully believoo tiiat tiiey 
cooked and ate them, because they were com- 
manded to do so. The coolneiis, Mr. Hunt further \ 
remarked, with which all this was done, proved to 
btn that thwe wm » total wiat of feeling and 
ualural alfeetioii among them. 

After all tli parts but the head had been con- 
snmed, and liie feast was ended, the king's son 
kaoeked at t)ie missionaries' door, (which was 
opened by Mr. Hunt,) and demanded why their 
windowa were closed ! Mr. Hunt told him to keep 
oat the sight as well as the smell of the bodies that 
were cooking. The savage iostaotl^ rejoined, in 
the prsMnoe «f tile niiMonMlcB' wit«^ that if it 
1 1 1 p ; cn ed again, lie Would IbooIk them oil tllo bead 
and eat them. 

The miaskmaries weM of opinion, that .after these 
feasts, the chiefs become more fei*ociou8, and are 
often very troublesome. In the present case, they 
attempted to bring accusations against the mission- 
aries, that they n^^t have a pretext fur plunder- 
ing: them, hot l3ie only fiuiH they oonld find to 
cri:;ii)l;iiti i f w'aB,that they did not r rrt' e presents. 
The nn8sionarie«' eondnct was firm and decided, 
teUIng them if they desired the property, they 
nmat take it by fume. This the natives seemed 
afraid to do, and aftep they fally convinced 

they could not intimidate them, showed a desire • 
to become frisnda. The miseionariea then took 
them ft p r es c ply whieh thej wbk glad to accept, 
?rid iTTivR one ill return, ns n make^psaos^ flilice 
wliich time tliey have lived in peace. 

On the afternoon of the 9th, the Pi«polw joined 
me here^ agreeably to ft^irftttaaent. 

On the 10th, I endeavooMd to get die oMefs on 
boui il ilio 1' 1 p iise to sign the treaty, or regula- 
tions, which the chiefs of Ambau and llewa had 
dene . For Hda purpose 1 gave them an invitation 
to come on bourd; but no inducement could per- 
suade them to place themselves in our power, for 
I' ir of a like detention with Vendovi. Finding 
tliai they wens determined to peieist In their 
refbsal to eoroe on board, I asked that a oonneil of 
chiefs ahonld be held on shore. To this tlie king 
agreed, and issned his orders for the meeting. It 
took place in his house, which is built much after 
the fMhion of an mboMfthoagh of laiger dii 



it had four apertures for doors; the fire-place was 
in one comer, luid part uf the house was curtained 
off with tapa. A large number of junk-bottles 
were htmg nom a beam, both for use and to display 
his wealth, for they are very much valued. The 
king also possessed a chair, two chests, and several 
muskets. The former he seemed to take much 
pleasnve in sitting in, having discovwsd, as he told 
the interpreter, that they were very comfortable 
fur an old man. We had a full meeting, and T was 
much alvtdc with the nnmber of lliM»4raiing men 
who were pfeosnt Thei^ eonq^eiiaom were d*rk» 
and they resemhled one anothts- men titan any 
collcctiMi «f naftiMa I had bsftim seen in the 
group. 

The two sons of the king were present. Toi 
Illa illa, who is the actual king, is held m«fh in 
awe by the people. The regulations, after a full 
explanation of their objects, were signed, or rather 
they made their mark, for the first time, on papor. 
The old Mng has wways been friendly to the 
whites, but hia son is con'-; 1* ! ■ 1 quite unfriendly 
towards them ; and it is tliought, by the mission- 
aries, that were it not fnr the old man, and the 
fear of punishment by a man-of-war, uqr wonld 
not be safe. 

Messrs. Hunt and Lythe acted as interpreters 
on this occasion, but not until after the one I had 
chosen was enable to make tiiem nadentand. This 

',\'s intentional on my part, for I did not wish the 
king and natives to tiiink that the missionaries had 
had any part in the proceeding^ and they did not 
undertake the office until the kmg and cliicf'! de- 
sired their assistance. Besides uie signing;, we 
had the clapping of hands and thighs, and the 
three audible gruntt of satisfaction from the audi- 
ence. Vho meeting broke up with a distribtttion 
of presents, and au, I bslieve, weat awsj satis- 
fied. 

The ceremony attending the ava drinking of the 
king, at Somn-somn, is peeoliaiii Eaify in the 
morning, the first thing heard fe the khig^ herald, 

or orator, crying out, in front of his house, "Yango- 
na ei ava," somewhat Uke a muezzin in Turkey, 
though not from the housetop. To this the people 
answer, from all part'i of the koro, "mama" (pre- 
pare ava). The principal men and chiefs immedi- 
ately assemble together from all quarters, bringing 
their ava-bowl and ftVft>root to uie mbure^ where 
they seat themselves to talanoa, or to convcfee on 
the affairs of the day, while tlio younger proceed 
to prepare the ava. Those who prepare the ava 
are reqmred to have clean and nndeeayed teeth, 
and are not allowed \a swallow any of the juice, on 
pain of punishment. As soon as the ava-root is 
chewed, it is thrown into the ava-bowl, where 
water is poured on it with great formality. The 
king's herald, widi n peennar drawling whine, 
then cries, « Sevu-rui-a-na " (make the offering). 
After this, a considerable time is spent in straining 
the ava through coeoa-nut husks ; and when this is 
done, the herald repeats, with still more OflMmongr, 
his command, *« Sevu-mi-a-na.'* When he has 
chanted it several times, the other clii. f> join 
him, and they ail shig, Mana endina sendiua ie." 
A person is then commanded to get up and take 
the king his ava, after which the singing again goes 
on. The orator then invokes their principal god, 
Tava-Sava, and they repeat the names of their 
departed friends, asking tliem to watch over and 
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be gracious to them. They then prajr for ratu, for 
the life of the kiug, Uie utiTml or -imngattk Pa()a- 

Ihiil^i (foreign ships), that they may have richcH 
and live to uajuy them. Tiiis prayer is fuUowed by 
a most earnest response, ** Mana endiua " (amen, 
amen). They then repeat severml times, **Mana 
endina lendina le." Every time tlds is repeated 
they raise their voices, until they reach the highest 
pitch, oud eouclude with " 0-ya-ye," which they 
utter in a tone resembling a horrid fleream. This 
screech poes t!ie ramids, being rrpeatcd hy nil tlif» 
peo(>ic of tho koro, until it reaches ita funliest 
limits, and, when it ceases, the king drinks his ava. 
Ali the chiefs dap their huidfl^ with great regu- 
larity, while he is drinldng, and, afler lie has 
finished his ava, the chiefs drinlc theirs, without 
any more ceremony. The business of the day is 
then begun. The people never do any thing in 
the niorninf^ hefore tlie king has drunk his ava. 
Ev€u a furuiguer will not ventm-e to wurk or make 
a nuise before that cei-emony is over, or during the 
preparation of it, if he wialua to be on good terms 
with the ling and people. 

The tender having returned with the boats of 
tike Porpoise from surveying the stmits npposite 
Goat Island, we received on board Tubou Totai 
and Corodowdow, together with their suites; and I 
was happy to be able to p^ive the Rev. Mr. Hunt a 
passage to Rewa, wliither I intended proceediii;^ 

on my return to Levuka. Mr. Hunt was going for 
the purpose of offering to take the ehaige of the 

children of the Rev. Mr. Car;xill, who had met with 
the melancholy loss of his wife shortly after the 
Peacock had left Rewa. From this gentleman I 
obtauied much information, and found that he con- 
firmed a great deal of that which I hare already 
given. He was obliging eiiou<:1i to act as my in- 
terpreter on many occasions afterwards. 

The Porpoise parted company with the Vin- 
cennes on the 8'h ^Tay, ofiF the island of Fulanga. 
From this time, until June 9lh, when I met her at 
Somu-somu, Lieutenant • Commandant Ringgold 
had been engaged in (he Bunrqr of the eastern 
islands of me group. It ia now time that I 
Hliuuld revert to the opeflatuma in whidi he had 
bt:eii engaged. 

The survey under Lientenant • Commandant 
Ringgold was begun at the south-east island, 
called Ongea. There arc, iii fact, two i^^lands in- 
closed in the mine reef, called Ongea-lcvu and 
Oogea-riki. A good entranee waa found on the 
norai-weat aide St the vaef, and aharbeiir,to whidi 
the name of Port Refuge was given ; but there Is 
Uttle or no inducement to enter it» for the islands 
are barren, and no water is to be found. A few 
wretched inhabitants are on them. 

Three miles to the southward and eastward of 
Ongea is a daogenNia zeef and aand^banki called 
Nugu Ongea. 

Fulanga waa Ao next examined. Thia ii a fine 
island, buiTounded by the usual coral reef, whieh 
has an entrance through it on the north-east side 
(suitable for small veaaela^, that expands into a 
large basin, with many ideta and teeh, when 
large quantitiee of biiehe - de - mar hare been 
gathered. The boats circumnavigated this island, 
and their crews were on shore all night, in conse- 
quence of having been obliged to return to the 
place where they first began their work, and of 
there being no possibility of passing over the reef 



to enable them to join the brig before the night 
cloeed in. Tliey were Itindly treated. 

Dtirirg the night a heavy squall was pxpri-ienced 
from tlie north-north- west, with vivid lightning 
and nhi ; but the following day proved fine. In 
the morning the boata lejouiea the brijb and 
brought off a native who gave his name aaTrana, 
and through Jim, the interpreter, they gathered 
the information that the island is subject to Tui 
Nean, king of Lakemba. He also gave the 
names nf af! the islands in sight. He Knew our 
flag, and spoke of vessels often visiting this 
i.sland. 

The boats left the hskt in the afternoon, under 
the pilotage of Tkoukf finiBlied the enrvejr of the 

island, and made the west hhifT of Fulanga, by 
triangulation, one hundred and tifty feet high. 
They then returned, bringing on board a chief of 
the island, >vhosG name was Soangi, and the natlTe 
misaiouaiy from 'J'unga, called Toia. Neither of 
them had any covering but the mam. Thcgr m> 
mained on board all nij^t. 

This nhind is one oT dioae on whidh fine timber 
grows, an<l is, therefore, resorted to by the Vavao 
and Friendly islanders for building canoes. Three 
of these were st'en in the process .cl cuuatructiony 
under a long shed, one of which, on measurement, 
was found to be one hundred and two feet long, 
seven feet wide, and five feet deep, of a beautiful 
model ; the ottier two were somewhat smaller. 
The bnildem said that they were oonBlnietuig 
them for a Vavao ehief, called Salomon, for the 
Tonga war. The work was performed under a 
contract, and the priee agreed on was to he paid in 
whales' teeth, axes, guns, dec Selomott was at the 
village, and went oif with Lieutenant-Commandant 
Ringgold to the brig, for the purpose of accompa- 
nying him to the other islands. He was a re- 
markably iMtndaome man, and resembled tlie Tonga 
chiefs more than the other Feeje; s. 

Leaving Fulanga Lieutenant-Commandant King- 
gold bore away for Kambara, having first surveyMl 
the small island of Meramba, which la liidf a mile 
in diameter. It is well wooded, and is surrounded 
by a reef, but offers no faciliti. < iu vessels. 

Enkaba, which is two miles long by one wide, is 
inhabited, well wooded, and has a Dceieh in the 
reef, but Do harbour. 

Kambara was the next island in course. It is 
of a rectangular form, is about three miles and a 
half long and two wide, and is the weatemmoat of 
what I have tenned the Eaatem Group. It it 
fer*iif nnd well wooded ; its timber is esteemed 
above that of all the other islands of the group for 
canoe-building; nnd cocoa.nut groves abound along 
its shores. The island is not entirely suiTounded 
by the i"eef, whieli is wanting on the north-west 
side. On examiiuition it proved to have no anchor- 
age for large vessels, but small ones and boats may 
find proteraon. Thh isiaiid may be ttnown by a 
remarkable hell-shaped peak on its north-west side, 
which is a good landmark. It is covered with 
ridi verdure, and was foottd to be time hnndnd 
and fifty feet high. 

Tabanaielli is s small uninhabited island on the 
western side of Kambara. 

Nainuka, which was the next to clann attention, 
has a v«y eztaittnve reef auiroundiiq; i^ and 
offers no aiichoiage^ ThoM are hot &W aativea 
upon it. 
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AnipUA Mid three nnaUer iabiidB mw eneleaed in 
one extensive ieef» ali»gwitk aevenl anmll tin- 

inlinliitod isleta. Angasa IB the largest and most 
ea-Hteni of them. It \§ easily dlstiiiguiHlieti, and is 
rutiiurkiihle fer kmi; xegular ridges, that extend 
throu;j;h the centre, nnd appear aa though tbej^ had 
been artiticuiUy furmed. 

Ularua is a small deeolftte Udaud enecnpMied 
bjr an extensive reef. 

To the north of these were fonnd two small 
isliiulf!, Komo-lcvu and Koiiio-riki, enclosed in the 
aunie reef^ through whicli ttiere is a passage on the 
north-east side. GikxI anchmnge wasfijmid here, 
except in north-cast winds. 

Mutha lies to tlie eastward of Koroo. It is one 
of the rao8t jiietui'es<|Uf islands in the group, \\'\th 
au undulating surface ; its hills wers more free of 
wood than those they bed befove eurveyed ; it is 
about two miles in diameter, and is Fun'ounded by 
an extensive reef, through which there in only a 
boat entrance on the north shore. Kaieni, wiiich 
is of small size, lies within the same veef. towvrds 
its southern end. Motha fbrras the soametn fnde 
of what 1 have called the Oneata Chanm 1 ; it is a 
good landmark to run for iu making the groap, 
bebg high and surrounded with sloping sides. Its 
soil is rich. Its population consists of a few 
natives. There are three detached reefs to the 
eastward, and within a few miles of it. 

Oueata lies north of Motha, and forms the north- 
em side of the Oneata Channel. It is of good 
height, and may readily be known by Observatory 
Isle to the north-east, two hundred aud iii'ty feet 
in height, wttli three lofty trees on its apex. The 
reef around Oneata is also oxtf Ti'-ivL ; it hns two 
good eutrances on the nortU-east side, and three 
on the west. 

Not being able to pass through the reef of 
Oneata, Lientenani^yonunandant Ringgold bore 
away to the north- west for Lakemba, which is 
twelve miles distant At nine o'clock ou the 15th 
the Porpoiae waa off its aouth aide, and aa the 
boats were preparing to land, a canoe was seen 
leaving the beach, having ou boai-d the mi^jsiou- 
ary, the Reverend Mr. Qilvert, belonging to the 
W«gleyan Society. He bad been on the island 
more than a year, and soeeeeded the Hey. Messrs. 
Cargill, Cross, and Jngger, who had removed to the 
larger and more important islaudit of the group. 
Lieatenant-Commandant Ringgold and some of the 
officers returned witli hhn tn tlio island, where they 
Were kindly cntcrtanicd by Inm and hia lady. Mr. 
Calvert did not express himself favourably regard- 
ing the natives, deaonbiqg them as cruel and blood- 
thirsty, and aaid ft waa the prerailhig cnsloin to 

destroy all shipwre l.i 1 p> r'^ons. CaailihnliMtt, 
huwever, is now extinct on tliis island. 

The Idng ef Lakemba, Tm Neau, was found 
8eate<l in !i large canoe-hnusf, near the landing, 
with a rmuieroua retinue of almost naked natives 
about him. He is a corpulent, nasty-looking fellow, 
and has the oumitigated habits of a eavsge. He is 
sdd to fasve one htmdred trtvea 1 He exerotsea 
despotic |>o\v( r nvnr all the surrounding islands, 
has the character of being a cruel tyrant, and lives 
in the midst of all kinds of excesses. The settle- 
ment is dirtgr and hadly built, but haa aonie huf|e 
houses. 

Mr. Calvert wa.** landed in the evening, and the 
next momiug, the 16tb, the brig resomed the sur- 



v^g dutiea^the islands of Komo, Ularua. and the 
Aivas, (both tlie high and low,) Oneata, and Motha, 
at! iu the neighbourhood itf Lakemba, were ohiflrved 
on and explored. 

At night there waa a Tielent aqiiall,aeenmpanled 
with lightning and rain. Among these islandsaud 
numerous i-eefs, such squalls become very danger- 
ous, but fortaUMle^ th«y are not ef hmg dura- 
tion. 

The two AitBB are both nnhihabited; they lie 
between I.akcmlia and Oiu ata, nnd are surrounded 
by an extensive reef, with the exception of a large 
openhig in the north east side, whish aftnrda an> 
chorage^ expoaed, however, to the nwih-eask 
winds. 

On the lyth they were engaged in exploring the 
great Argo Reef. Its native name is Boeatatanoa, 
and it ia one of the meat extensive and dangerous 

in the group. Its English name is derived from the 
lose (on its south-east end) of the English brig Aj^o, 
which happened in the year 1006. 

The outlying reefs off Angnsa and Jlotha, were 
aho examined and surveyed. Lieutcmuit Comman- 
ilant Ringgold then proceeded t^iwards Oneata. 
Here they found excellent anchorage^ under Ub- 
eenratory lale, near a settlement on the nordi-east 
side of the island. A second anchomge is to bo 
found off the wxst side (»f the island, near a 
large sandy bay. No water is to be had here, 
except from wells, but there is abundance of 
fruit, vegetables, and poultry. The population is 
two hundred. Two Tahitinn missionaries were 
found here, and about one-half of the people are 
Christians. 

The Tahitinn tni.*?si(inaries prepossessed all in 
their favour i>y tlieir quiet and orderiy behaviour. 
They have many recommendations from the for- 
mer visiters to the island. Thev* have been on 
Oneata upwards of twenty yeai4i, having been 
placed there, as they said, by Mr. \\'illiams, who 
was the pioneer for so many years in the mis- 
aionary fidd, in whhdi serviee he kat hia vaHiable 

life. 

tJbscrvatory Island was made one of the mag- 
netic stations, and Lieutenant-Commandant Ring- 
gold also obtained there a full set of observations 
for latitude and azimuth, sights for chronometers, 
and a round of angles on all the islands and reefs 
in sight. The weather being unfavourably they 
did not succeed in hm'shing tlie survey of Oneota 
and its reefs until tin '2!M. Tiana, the pilot whom 
they took on board at i* ulauga, was here parted 
with. He had proved very sei-viceable, and poe- 
aeeaed muoh knowledge of this part of the gytmp. 
Lientenant-Ommnandant Ringgold gave him mi 
discharge with many presents, fill 1 a r rtifleatoof 
his good conduct and abiUties as a pilot. 

The officers frequently visited the shore. The 
natives seemed to vie with each other as to who 
should appear most in the European garb. The 
native missionaries, and some othei's, wore rufHcd 
shirts marked P. Dillon. Thesoj with a straw hat, 
oonsU toted tfaebr only dothhig, exeept flie mavo. 

The southern side of Oneata is a mass of lava, 
somewhat resembling the clinkers of Uie Sandwich 
Islands. This rock is comparatirely recent, hav- 
ing undergone but a slight deoomposition. Deep 
chasms were occasionally met vrith. The whole is 
partially covered with vines and CSMpOfl^ Mid the 
I shore was lined with mangroves. 
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On the S2d, they auiled, and oonlfanawl <he nur- 

vt v8 to the eastward, tuwards the Bocatntanoa, 
or Ai^o lieef. Besides the brig Argo, aitotlier 
vessel, by the name of the HaiTit t, is mtii to have 
bciMi lost here. According to Tliuki's report, all 
buiid.s fnnn one of theee vessels warn lulled, while 
only a few from the other escaped. He remem- 
bers (be ocenrNiiiee» but it wa» a tone tioM ago. 
This exlenrfre i«ef ivaa examined, when Liente- 
naiit-Comiuaiidant Riiigpi 11, h >viiig beard of tlie 
arrival of tlie Flying-Fish, with a pilot and des- 
patches, returned to Lakomba. 

It is roinarkablo that, up to this time, in all 
their trials of the current, they bad found it set- 
ting tn tiie eastward almut half a mile per hour, 
vaqriiig iu- direction from eaat-iioitb>eaal to caat* 
KNitb-cast This &et 18 coidinned by the {nfiunm* 
tiou obtained from the natives, tliat eanoes which 
are wrecked to the westwairU are always drifted 
upon these islands. 

On the 28th, Mr. Totteu and Dr. Holmoe were 
despatched ou shore, to ascend Keudi-kendi, the 
highest peaJv of the island of Lakcijiba, fur tlu; 
purpose of making observations ajud getting its 
height by sympieaoraeter. The altitude waia thtn 
fouml to be sew n hundred and fourteen feet. The 
a.^ocnt was not ditboult, for a reguhu' path led to 
the highest point. The ruins of a town ware 
found on it, called Tumboa, from which the Tonga 
chiefs of the family of Tubou Total are supposed to 
have derived tlieir name. 

Mr. Calvert and hia hwly received tliem most 
kindly at the luinueii, aa thejr had abready done die 
other officers. The house and out buildings are 
comfortable, and tlie church, which stands near 
the mission-ltouse^ b % good building, eighty feet 
king by tbirt^-iwo wide, and twenty-five feet high. 
The Utter n eonvenient and appropriate to its 
jnnpij-se, and its floor in covered with mats. At 
4 r.M. tiie hollow lug drum was beaten fur prayera, 
which the ofBoers attended with Mr. Calvert. 
Thi if were only fifteen persons pr. ut. A Tonga 
man olticiated, as Mr. Calvert was iatigued witli 
his morning jaunt; and the servicee coudsted of 
singing and pngrer. There are Aboutfifty resident 
ChHetians, nearly ali of whom are Tuugeae, of 

whom about one-tliird of the {>opulation is cuni- 
pubed; and they have literally taken possession of 
the islaml, for they never work, but subsist on the 
labour of the Feejee population, who hold them in 
much awe. The difference between the two races 
was as striking here as at Ovolau. Heathenism is 
ftat nasRuig away at Lakemba,. and ita absurd rttea 
are held in ridiente by meet of those who are etill 
considered as heathens. The influeiu <■ if the 
priest i^ diuiiniiihed, and the temple or mbure lias 
fallen into decay. 

Lakeniha is the largest island in th'^ eastern 
group, it in five miies in diameter ; iia shape U 
nearly round, with an extensive encircling reef. 
There is an opeuing on its eastern aide, aufficieDt- 
<br hurge vsasels, but dangerona^ from the number 
of coral patches which stud it. The to'.vn h on 
the south side, and contains about two-tiiirds of 
the p<qmlation of the island (one thousand people). 

The people of this island seemed to be far from 
healthy ; ])uhaonary diseases were common, and 
often fatal, and an unsightly sOTOfulona afnotkNI* 
appeared to be %uito prevalent. 

The aurwy of LaMba 
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milea east and west, by thnaa nordi and sooth. 

The reef extends six milea from the island, in an 
east-north-east direction ; in it there are two 
openings, one «■ the eontb mat aide, and one oppo- 
site to the town on the sooth or south-west side. 
Into tlie latter a vessel of one or two hundred tons 
may enter ; but after getting in, the space is very 
confined, and it would be neoeaaary to moor bead 
and stem. 

Tliis island Is the (qnncipal location of tho 
l)eoiile 1 have heretofore described, under the name 
of Levukians, as the Hrst settlers of Amban. They 
live in a village which is dencmiinated Levuka, 
and have the character, at Lnkemba, of being a 
wandering, faithlei«.s tribe, addicted, occasionally, 
to piraqf. Ibis is not considered the case else- 
where, nr the Feejee men, in general, look upon 
them OH a useful class, and through them they 
carry on the trade between the diti'erent islands. 
It is not aorprising that Ihsy should bear a bad 
name among the Tonga men, fur I heard that 
they were the means of checking the depredations 
of those of that race who now hold poBsePfliou of 
the isliuid of Lakemba, and exert a great influeuce 
on the aontb-east ialanda el tlik group, which they 
find esaentiat for tbdr pnrposea of obtaining war- 

c:\uoi-n. 

Lakemba was found, like the mat of this group, 
to be of vulcanic formation. The soil is similar to 
that of Vanua, composed of a dark red loam. The 
island, in jioint of fertility, will compare w ith any 
of the oUiers, and. exceeds all thuae of the south- 
east hi aiao and ipndwe&vtmem. It has ridi 
valley's, or rather ravines, gradunlly rising and con- 
tracting until they reach the hills. Extensive 
groves of cocoa-nuts cover ita shons and low 
lands, and add much to its beauty. 

The Por|>oiRe, having taken l>Bbon Totai on 
board, proe 1 d( I t I the island of Naiau. Thi'^ is 
a high island, and rises in perpendicular cliffs fixim 
the sea to Uie height of two hundred and seventy- 
five feet. It has only a small reef attached to 
it on one side, the other side being frco. It 
offers no faeitities for the Ykit of vessels. Naiau 
contains a popniatkm of two hundred inhobitaota, 
who are pwrehod upon ftiaeeesidble peaks, in order 
to jirotect themselves fi Min ili predations. 

Tabutha is thirty miles north of Lakemba. It has 
a remarkable peak, which rises on its uofih-weet 
end, and is tlie Cap Island of the charts. A reef Rur- 
rounds it, iu wiiich there are two boat-entrances 
on the soutli-west and north-west sides. There are on 
it about nine^ inbabitanta : it has no water exoept 
fWim wella. Tubou Totai a^ps that tMs iaifauid 
belongs to him, he having i-oceived it as a present 
from tlie king of Lakemba. There are two small 
reefs, called Mamoako^ to sootil-west of it, 
which can be closely approached, and have a 
passage between them. They are tiiree miles from 
the ifuand, south-south-west (true). 

To the eastward of Tabutha lies the small isJaad 
of Aro. Thia is a very pretty island, and has 
three reefs in its neighbourhood, — one lyinp; mrth- 
east seven miles ; another, east-balf-soutli two and 
a half miles ; the third, eouth-half-east two and a 
half miles. This small ishuid is only inhabited 
during the turtle season, which begins iu October 
and ends in February. 

Chichia lies twenty miles to the north-west of 
Naian. It ii umdy oiMolaiv is thveo nilas fat 
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diameter, and & shore>roef exteada arouod it, with 
no opening but Ibr MUMMfl. 8mm of Ita pointo ars 

three hundred feet high. It is in places thickly 
wooded, has, about three hundred inhabitants. 
Tlg^^ U ^ matt veef to the south-west, with a 
pBuage between it and the islaud. The soil is 
rich, and every tiling is produced in abuodanoe. 
Extcnbive cocoa-nut groves clothe its low points. 

]iiLi,Qgo ia another suudl island, eighteen miles to 
ilia norai*iuw<h*ea8t of CbicUa. It is vemarkaUe 
for an open space near its centre, which appears 
as if it had been artificially cleared. It is sur- 
rounded by a reef, whicli has a break on tiM BOrth- 
wrat side, but affords no pvoteotioa for vmelBi. 
The southern part of the reef extends off about 
a mile, and lias two small islets in ji. It affords no 
shelter, aiid there is no water except from v/ttlla. 
Its shape is an oval, whose longest diameter is 
tliroe miles, and its shortist tun. Thrrt; is a 
di.Htiact reef, which lies uurtii-we&t-by-uortli, four 
miles £cx>m it. 

Vekni, KatafaagSt and the £ee£ of Malevnvii, 
all duee lying north ot l^butba, were n«ct ex* 
a^iinod. 

Yekai ts six miles from Tabutha. It is a low 
ielet, with an extensive reef lying on its nortii- 
wcst side^ and is resorted to diiiing the turtle 

season. 

Katofanga isalsoa small isle, inhabited only during 
the fauri^e seaaon. Its reeC is much more extensive, 
bemg four toA a half miles firom east to west, and 
has a small opeumg, which would admit a vessel 
diiiwiug ten feet of water, were it not impeded by 
some dangerous coral knulls. Tliere are buts on 
tin north-cast point; and abundance of sugar-cane, 
fi-uit, and vegetables, amy be procured. Both the 
last-named islands are volcanic, and specimens of 
Inva were obtained from. tbem« The latter isUnd 
is one hundred andfifty feet in height 

The reef of Malevuvu is two and n half miles 
long, and is awash, with the sea breaking over it. 
It is seven miles north-by-east from Katafanga. 
Lieutenant-Commandant lUnggold having mider- 
Btood fi-um Tubou that the reef around Munia 
oncloBcd, be^idtis that island, six others, and that 
times wa^. a lyide. and safe passage through the 
reef, determined, on coming up with it« to enter, 
which he did on. its south-east eido. The islands, 
seven in uumberi were all of conBiderable size : 
Yaana-valavojtlM largest of them, proved to be of 
a serpentine shape, and fourteen milesi in length; 
each island had its separate reef around its shore, 
and the whole were encIuHcd by a very extensive 
ree^ aoinewhatof the 8lwj>e of a triangle, whose 
trides are tweaty-liMir mike hi. kogth. Tlie large 
island is in no place more than two miles wide; 
it is situated along the western side of the triangle, 
and contains many fine bays and safe anchorages. 
The other iaiandsare called- MiiBia,Saani, Malatta, 
Ticumbia, and Osnbo. LisntsaaafrCoii iin a n da n* 
Ringgold gavetp tliedtistse.tlwiisiiw.ef tbs Ex- 
ploriug Isiea. 

Boats vntm dropped to survey the entrance, 
whilst the brig procwded to her first anchorage 
under the island of Miuiia, to which the name of 
DiSMVSry Harbottf was given. This anchorage 
«as»goodon«b in «igbt and a half fiuhoms water, 
with fine sandy bottom. 

Tho chief of tills island had but one rye. IT- 
ap^tearcd somcwl^t under the iuHueuce of fear, 



Imt made aimie preeoiits of bananas and eoeoe^nats, 
and oomplained mudi of his poverty. 

Tlie Hi \t day (he boats were prepared for sur- 
veyuig. The launch and another boat, under 
UentenaatB Johnson and Maury, were aeot to eir> 
cumnavigate the large isbuid. Parties were also 
despatched to get wood and water. Mr. Totten 
and Dr. Uulmes ascended the highest peak of 
Munia, called Tehmioolo, the measureoi«nt of 
which, by sympiesometer, gave one tteosand and 
fifty-four feet above the level of the sea. Tliis peak 
is composed of volcanic masses, with high, craggy, 
and overluuiging cHflbi The ascent proved difii- 
oult, for the path passed over sleep hills and along 
the edges of the rocks, and H was in places so 
nurrow that only one person could pass at a time. 
A few men might defend the ascent against an 
army. Upon the snnmiit they ibund the nilns of a 
small village; some cf t!>e h"i(s were, however, kept 
ni repair, as refuge m tunes of danger. The view 
from the top they describe as beautiful, many of the 
otbar islaads beiaf^in aigfak The nativee who ac- 
eomponied them, to mny Uie inatmments, &c., 

Lelinved well, and were amply rewarded. All the 
natives yet seen by the Purpoiise were exceedingly 
fond of tobacco, a very small pieee of which is an 
ample reward for a long Hrrvifc Smue thefts were 
committed from the boata by the natives who as- 
sisted in bringing the water, but on speaking to the 
chief they were quidtly returned. He at the same 
time pointed out the tUeyesi, and requested they 
might be killed. 

The island of Munia contains about eighty inha- 
bitants, and the settlement is on the western side, 
whera water may be obtained in small quantities. 

Ticumbia lies five miles to the nortli-east of 
Munia. It bears a close i-esemblance to Munia, 
hut is much smaller ; the inhabitants are about 
seventy in nomber. This isfauid affords bat Httle 
water. 

&uBui lies next to Yanua-valavo, and between it 
and Munia. It is divided into three parts, of 
which the easternmost is low, and covered with 
thick shrubbery and groves of cocoa>nuts ; the 
western portion rises in Imken basaltic peaks, 
several hundred feet high, and is thickly wooded. 
On this Islandare sevecnl villages, and the munber- 
of inhabitants is mi - lnuidred and fifty, Tlie ground 
ia much better cultivated than is usual, the patches 
of taro and yams being kept remarkably neat. 
Good watw magr be obtMned on the north-west 
side, running mm the eliff. On north-weat 
side, Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold ilihmvered 
a In autiful tuurbour, secure from all winds, whence 
an extevifw TSUsgr runs back, thickly covered 
with bananas, coooa-nutl^ ffcei, irith a smsJl stream 
ininning through it. 

Malatta is the next island. It lies near Snsui, 
and is of smaller size than it. It is divided from 
Vanaa-vatevo by a narraw pasmge. The sonthem 
part of the latter island is cat! d Lrmo lomo; its 
northern is called Ava; it has a good harbour on 
its east side, opposite Susui, protected by a small 
islet On the west side of the island are two open- 
ings in the reef, a spacious harbour, and large 
strt-.iiii 'if water. The popul.-itinn <if Vanua-valavo 
is five hundred. There is a large village at the 
heed of tto bay. 

Avia is a miall island to the north'east of Vanna- 
vakvo. It has a few nativee residing upon it. 
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Ou t}ie eouthern side of tlie great reef, are two 

Bmull uniiiliabitod islands. 

These explonng islands are well situated for the 
vesort of vesMls. The ■n«hcmg«s are veiy «ife 

and cnsily reached. They afford an abandance of 
fruit and vegetables. There are Hve openings in 
the largo reef, two «t tlie east end, two on the 
west, and one on the north side; all aafie. Vessels 
«v«hiiig to anchor on the western side mmt enter 
one of the wostcrii passages, as tlic nenr ij j n i li 
of Vanua-valavo to the large re«^f does not admit of 
ft passage for vessels betwo«>n them. 

On tlie fitli, tlie P(>rpo:«f sailed from tlie Ex- 
ploring Ibka, and continued ilu- faui'veys of Okitubo 
and Naitamba, with the surrounding reefs, both 
attaehed and sefiarate. The former is made up of 
three sma)! isles, enclosed in the seme xeef, four 
mill ? I ,-i:=t nnl >t, by tlirce miles nortli and 
sdutli, uhlch are eeveu miles to the north of the 
north-wnst point of Yamia-valavo. The detached 
reefs are from one to four miles in length; they are 
awa«h and dangerous. Okimbo is desolate, and 
aB'iirdfj notliiiig but toTiles IB the sssson, and Bome 
biche de mar. 

Neitamhe is high and ragged ; it is of a eirealar 
form, nne mile nnd n lialf in diameter. The reef 
docs not extend beyond half a mile from it, and 
has no openings. It has few inhabitants. 

The time having now arrived for our meeting 
at Somn-somu, Lieutenant-Commandant Rin^^old 
bore up for that place, passin;; through Tasman's 
Straits, which lie between tlie islands of Kaiuia 
and Vnna. Both of these have many reefs pro- 
jf^cting from tlieir sborps. niis passage should 
not. be attempted except in favourable weather, 
and the best time is during the morning hours, 
whea the son is to the eastward of the meridian. 
The currents are strong, and ealms are very fre- 
quent under the highlands of Kamia and Lauthala. 
In passing through tiiese straits, although they had 
a careful Took<out at the mast-head they were close 
to a coral knoll before it was sppn, and passed 
within a few feet of it. It had no more thaii eight 
feet of water on it. At noon they rounded the 
north point of Vnna, entering the Straits of Somu. 
somu, and at two o'clock r.vu they reaehed the 
anchorage off the town of Sonui somu. 

Having tinished all my business at Somn-somu 
on the 10th of June, at ten o'clock at night, I 
det«?rminad, notwithstanding the lateness of the 
hour, to get under way >vith the Flying-Fish, in 
order tliat I might take up the survey of the south 
side of Vanua-levQ, beginning at ToUanova Point, 
early the next morning. We aecordingly wi ighcd 
anclior, and stood out of the Stnxit.s of Sonm-sonm. 

In rounding Goat Island we did not give it a 
sufSdent berth, and grounded on a sunken patch 
of coral, an accident which hurt the feelings of 
poor Tom the pilot more than it injured the tender. 
We remained on thia shoal about an hour, and 
after getting off we drifted through the strait, and 
by daylight found ourselves in a position to begin 
the survey. 

At an early hour. Lieutenant Case, Passed-Mid- 
shipman Harrison, and myself, took our boats and 
entered the veedt. Mr. SincUr waa left in the 
tender, with ordos to follow the reef eloee aboard, 
and directions to enter Fawn Ilarliour ; but iig 
in our progress along the reef discovered au open- 
ing, I aignsl for die tinder te entv. This 

i : 



entrance appears to be unknown, and leads to a 
harbour whieh 1 called Paino, after a town that 
Tubou informed me was near by. It offers good 
anchorage, being protected by the coral reef, wnieh 
extends off some distance. After the tender had 
fired guns fur fixing our base line, a signal was 
made for her to get under way and proceed to 
Fawn Harbour four milea to leeward, and anchor 
at sunset. Wejoined her there, having brought 
up our work. This lias ])een called Fawn Harbour 
after the name of an American brig, which was 
wrecked on the reef. In attonpting to beat onl^ 
8ii(> minsed stays and went tu^hore. 

In the niuruing early wv surveyed this small 
harbour; and the two chiefs having returned on 
board, we started on our surveys of the ooaat. 
The tender at the comrnetteement gave us oat base 
by Bound, and we proceeded on our survey, leaving 
her to gtit under way, with orders to anchor at 
Savti-savu. We continued our work all day, and 
passed only one opening in the reef, which is near 
the small islet of llativa, and offers little accommo- 
dation for any class of vessels. 

In the afternoon I observed for chronometer 
sights on the email island of Bativa. Two mileB 
beyond this, the reef joined the shore. Mr. Sinclair 
having conjectured that 1 had received errttneoua 
information respecting the distance to Savu-savu, 
returned to this- point to pick us tip before dark, 
and finding an opening in the reef sufficient for 
small vessels, we took advantage of it to ioin the 
tender. 1 at first intended to anchor in this little 
hsrbonr for the nigiit; hot when I reflected bow 
necessary it was for me to return to Levuka, I 
deterniiued, after getting on board, to take advan- 
tage of the strong breeze, and push direct for 
Ovolau, and at ten o'clock the next morning 
anchored at Levuka, where I found all well. 

Tin: Starling lia l billed for Rewa with the 
rudder-pintles of the Peacock, which Lieutenant 
Underwood had succeeded in getting; and having 
heard that Captain Belcher wa* still at Rewa, I 
determined to visit it, for the double purpose of 
seeing if we could afford him any further facilify, 
and getting observations for latitude and meridian 
dlstanee, ss well as effecting a comparison with 
my intensity needles. 

Having transferred Lieutenant Case to the Vin- 
cennes, Assistant-Surgeon Fox and Midshipman 
Henry joined the tender, and at noon we were 
again under way for Rewa, where we anchored at 
9 P.M. I had the pleasure of finding Captain Bel- 
cher there. Ue was on the eve of sailing, having 
nearly completed the repairs of his ship, and was 
making his liust series of obsei'vations. 

The Starling had sailed for Mbenga a few days 
before, whither the Sulphur was to go to join her. 
Captain Belcher sailed the next evening; and the 
following day the tender was hauled in dose to the 
beach of the island of Nukalau, in or !' r to j rotoct 
the spot where we wore observing throughout the 
day, and guard against surprise upon tn by the 
chiefs of R(BW% which piaee waa bol i flt~ milirf 
from us. 

I was not a little amused at Captain BeHeher^ 
account of the effect of theieguiatiooa w qierating 
upon his vessel. The eliiefb required him to pay 
port-charges, and in default tlu i r if r* ^u^ed to 
give him any supplies. In drawing up the Rules 
and Hegolmtioin lor die tndej il had never oe- 
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eorred to me to mention men-of-war as being free, 
feeling assurnl that they wouM all very readily 
give five times the amount of the articles required 
in presents. But It l^pears that Captain Belcher 
did not think proper to make tho cnstotnary pre- 
sent, and the chtcfH refused to allow any hui^plies 
to go to his vcsne] until he should comply with the 
tVMB. This ioceased the captain, and caused him 
to take ollbnee at the miaaionariea) who he sup- 
posed prevented the suppHes from being sent. I 
well knew, however, thai they were guiltless. He 
likewise broke out into strong invectives against 
the chiefs, declaring that it was impossible they 
could understand the rules, &c., although the 
w liole pi*oceeding showed they were not only con- 
ven^nt with their meaning, but alao with the 
power they had in their hands of eompelluig the 
viaiter to pay. 

Nukalau is a luw, nandy island, well covered 
with wood. On the eastern side it has an exten> 
sive coral reef; but the western is dear, and may 
be approached closely. There is a pool of water 
un iho i*iland, hut no one could water a ship there 
without the risk of causing sickness on boai'd. 

In the morning, before daylight, we got under 
way, on our return to Ovolau. The day liaving 
proved calm, wo were at sunset yet some distance 
frnin the inland. I eonchKled, thorc-forc, to lay 
under Ambatiki for the night, and by 10 ^.n. on 
the 18th, we aedn anchored at I<evnha. 

Lieutenant Underwood and Passed-Midshipman 
Saiidford I found had returned from the survey of 
the islands of Angau, Nairai, and Ambatiki, to the 
eastward of Ovolau. David Whippy, the Viaticum 
Ambau, had been sent with them as an interpreter, ! 
and to hold |)rfip(?r authority over the natives. 

The first island which had occupied their atten- 
tion waa Ambatiki. It is in shape nearly an equi- 
lateral triangle, surrounded by a reef, which offers 
no protcetiuu for vessels, and only passages for 
boats. The island is seven hundred and fifty feet 
hifftu of a dome shape, and contains five hundred 
inhahitents, all subject (or ygali) to Amban. The 
people wert^ civil, and gav«> them taro and janis in 
plenty, but would not part with any pigs. The 
reason given for tliis was, their fear of Tanoa. 
They live in villages, and secni thriving. The 
island has very little wood on it. The reefs extend 
one-third of a mile from its shore. 

Nairai was the next iaJand visited bv tliem. 
They Urat aodiored on the west end of uie Ono- 
ruga Reef, that extends off from the middle of 
Nairai, five miles in a westerly direction. There 
is a passage betwoin tl is and the Mothea, or Eliza 
Beef, stretching otf from the island towards the 
south; and there are also a good passage and har- 
bour between the reef and the ibland. The Cobu 
Rock is a good mark fur the former passage, when 
it bears east. It Uss a mile south of the south 
po'mt of Nairai. 

The boats anchored in the harbour uf Venemole, 
which may be know n by two small islets, joined to ! 
Nairai hy the reef, which forms a pn^tection 
against the north whids; and vessels of any draught 
of water may anchor here in fifteen fathoms, with 
good bottom, from a quarter to half a mile from 
the shore. Somewhat farther to the southward is 
a three-fathom hank, which is the only danger that 
exists inside the reef towards the Cobu Rock or 
south*««tt passage. About m nUle to the north is 



Venemole Bay. It is circninr, with a narrow 

entrance, affta-ding, seemingly, a good harhour; 
but, on examination, this entrance proved to be 
quite shallow. The bay had tiie appeanmce of 
having been an old crater; at low water, it may 
almost be said to become a lake. The officers 
were much struck with the beauty of the bay. It 
contains a village of the same nam^ and also 
another, called Totaifau; but botii are small. The 
natives were quite jieaceahle. 

They anchored at night uif the town of Toaloa, 
which lies in a bight at the north end of the ibland, 
and proved the largest town on the island. Here 
David Whippy, acting as the " Maticum Ambau,'- 
ohtaint'd fur them all kinds of provj^ion.'i, and, by 
his exertions all night in supertnteudiug the cook- 
ing, they were prevented from being delayed the 
next day. Whippy told me that this island held a 
medium between mbati and ygali to Ambau, being 
not exactly in that state of servitude that the bst 
would imply, nor yet aa free as the firsL 

Nairai is famous for its manulsetnrss of mats, 
Baskets, &.C., a large trade in which Is carried on 
throughout the group by exchanges. 

The reef extends from the island four miles 
northward, and, where it ends, turns for a .short 
distance to the westward. There are a few patches 
of rock on its western side, but none fartlier from 
it than half a mile. This is the reef on which tho 
Flying- Fish stradc on entering the group, and 
where she came near being lost. It does not join 
tho island, but is connected with the Mothea, or 
Eliza Reef ; and there In, between it and the 
island, a good ship cliannel, leading to tlte large 
bay of Corobamba. On the eastern side of thi 
bay, thei'e is safe anchoi-age, in thirteen fathoms 
water, with a white sandy bottom. Tlie reef, ex- 
tending as it does to the southward for a long dis- 
tance, protects it from the sea in thnt din^ tion. 
A broad passage leads from Corobaintta to the 
southward, and then passes between Cobu and 
Nairai to the sonth-wost pass through the reef. 
The only danger Is a small coral patch, lying 
east-south-east, a mile from the south end of the 
island, and a mile north of Cobu Rock. 

The town of Corobamba lies at the bottom of 
the bay, and is next in size to Toalua. The Cobu 
Rock is a singular one. It is inacoeshiblc on three 
sides, of volcanic formation, and is enclosed by the 
Mothea Reef, which here spreads to the width of 
abont three miles, and extends four miles finther 
south, where it forms a rounded pi ijit. The eastern 
side Ls an unbroken reef, but the western is some- 
what irregular and broken, with many opM^n^B 
for boats. 

Liontenant Underwood ascended fhe Cobn Rock, 

for the puqjose of obtaining angles ; and, after 
observing these with liis instrument, turning to 
t:ike the compass's bearing, discovered a remark- 
able cH'ect of local attraction. So great was this, 
as to cau.se a deviation of thirteen and a quarter 
points ; Nairai, which was directly to the north, 
bearing, by compass, sooth-east-by-sonth one 
quarter wmiih, while, what waa qvito remarkable, 
at the foot of the rock, near the water, the s-ame 
compass gave the bearing nortli, agreeing with 
that taken from tho opposito bearing on Point 
Musilana. 

They next fixed the wnthein point of Mothea 
Beef. This has obtained the name of the Eliza 
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Reef, froHi tt« Im off tfie brig of ^ftt name in 

1809. On that ooeasirm a large amonnt nf dollnrs 
fell into tlie hands of tlio natives, v>ho ftsUed them 
up Tr ,111 the water. They were afterwards traded 
off to thti whitefe, some of wiiom told me thejr jni 
occasionally saw s tMitivo wettitt^ Mto aS u kmd of 
mt d.il ; but n-Mi - fell under our notice. This ac- 
cident brought the notorious rascal Charley Savage 
among tlwiH. 

They now steered fur the north-east point of 
Angau, whence the reef extends off one mile and 
a half, and has no deep water inside of it. It was, | 
therefore, diffienlt to find a place where they could 
•nelior the iHMite, but tA lut tiiey fbond anchomgo 
off the town of Vione, which is concealed from 
view by the mangrove bushes that line the shores 
of tills Island far several miles. Angau is much 
Inr-^'-r and btgh«r than either Ambatiki or 

Nair.ii. 

The reef contiinics rouucl the cast side, clowe t« the 
island. There are several openings in it, but none 
thai offer ft (H place for a v«sel to aochor. As tl\p 
south side is approached, the reef extends off seve- 
ral miles, and the water upon it is so shoal that 
even the boats were forosd to keep on the outdde, 
and, for want of an opnidciirere obliged to andior 
without the reef. In the morning they eroMed the 
reef at liigh water, and soon got into deep water. 
The survey of the southern side proved there waft 
eafft anehora^ the holding-grotud being good in 
twenty fathoms wnfrr in thr bay, and op|>o8ife the 
town uf Lakemba , hut ihiring a southerly bluw, a 
reeedl lAratd be much exposed to the wind and sea. 
There are levaal openuigs and clear passages 
through the re«f on nie nmh-west sideu liidelear 
water round to tin Bouth, but the bijpti to the 
north are full of coi-al patches. 

Having eompleted the surveys, aereeaUy to hii 
instructions, LientcTiajit Underwood returned hy 
the way of Ambatiki, and reached Lcvuka after au 
absence of nine days. The men had been at their 
oars pulling almost constanti/ for the period of 
eight days, sleeping in the boaiSy MM seldom 
allowed to land. 

Mr. Knox and Colvocoreas were sent with the 
tender to complete the surveys of Wakaia, Mo- 
kimgai, and Mekundranga. All three contain few 
inli:il)itaiits,and have been the scene of the horrid 
tragedies often committed by the stronger on the 
weak tribes of this group. There is a remarkable 
shelf fwrmsd near Ae Oentre of the Ishuid of 
Walcaia, which goes by the name of tlie Chiers or 
Chieftain's Leap. Near this there is now a small 
town. 

Mokungai fell under the displeasure of the Am- 
bau chiefs, and the whole population was extermi- 
nated after a bloody battle on the beach of its little 
harbour. Some of the whites witnessed this trans- 
action, and bear testhnony to the bloody seene^ and 
the cannibal feasting for days after, even on those 
bodies that were far gone to decay. They are both, 
as I have befoM Mdd, nnder the rale oftiie chief of 
Lev oka. 

Wakab now tentaini only about tbiriy Inha» 
bitants, whilst Uoknngai has onijr one or iwofinni- 

lies. 

These Ukmds Ars in sight from Ovolau, from 
which they are separated by a strait of ten miles in 
width. Although several miles a{>art, they are 
sltoaled witUn tne sane iw£ There am sevaal 



openhigs leading through the reef near Wakaia, 

on its eastem side, hut they cannot be recom- 
mended excej>t fur siuall vessels. I passed through 
one of them, but found it much blocked up with 
canl knoUs. The entrance on the south-west side, 
leading to Fl^-ing-Fish Harboar, is quite narrow. 
On the wT'st side of ^fol^ungai there is also a small 
harbour, formed partly by reefs and partly by the 
little island of Mekandranga. 

Finding, on examination, that there was a reef 
that had not been surveyed, orders were sent for 
the tender to retuni to Levuka, which she did on 
the following day, and on the next I sent ber, 
with Lieutenant Underwood, to exandne On reef 
off Angau. This reef is called Mumbolithe, and is 
situated fourteen miles to the Bouth of Lobo Hill, 
the south-east point of Angau; it is oval in shape, 
and three-fourths of amile in length; the sea breaks 
on it at all times. 

In returning from this service, when off Nairai, 
they had a naiTow escape from shipwreck, being 
nearly on the reef, in a dark night, before it was 
discovered. Any other vessel of the squadron Imt 
the Flying Fish would probably have been loHt; 
but her admirable (qualities Wfnrs wdt proved in 
the exploration of this daugeromi and nnldiown 
group. 

On the 27th, the inatruuKnts were all embarked, 
and the return of the tender enabled me to put to 
sea in the Vinoennes on the 28th of Jane. Intend- 
ing to visit the liot spi-ings of Savu-savu on Vanua- 
leva, we left Levuka in the morning, and stood over 
towards tlie end of the Wakaia Reef, with the view 
of passlne round It. It being Stmday, the Rev. Mr. 
Hunt, who was a passenger on board with me, vo- 
lunteered to officiate for uh, which was gladly ac- 
cepted. After service, I found the wind would not 
permit my weathering the point of the reef ; so I 
bore up to pass through the Mokungai Passage, 
with a strong breeze. After getting through 
(which we had some difficulty in doing, in conse- 
quence of the strong ebb tide setting to the south- 
ward and wntward), I stood on towards DireeUon 
or Nemeiia Island, intending, as the wind w;is he- 
cuming light, to enter tlirough the narrow pas- 
sage in the reef, and anchor under it, rather uian 
remain ^nn-f m^led by reefs during the night. 

The iiL:\L day completed my obsscrvations, and 
finished tlio survey of Ncmcna, or Direction Isle. 
In the afternoon we got under way, and stood over 
to the norOiward for Savu-savn on the island of 
Vanuu levu. The wind was quite light when we 
passed out of the reef, on the opposito side to that 
where we had entei-cd it. I had JHCeviottBly sent 
two boats to examine the passage, and anchor in 
the deepest water. We appr(»ached the passage 
with a light air, having all stiit set, but had very 
little headway. The water was perfectly dear, and 
the Toelts, and fish, with tlie bottom and ked or the 
ship, were plainly visible. When we got in the 
passage, the officer in tho ho&t told me that the 
keel looked as If U; was in contact with 1h« eoml; 
the lead, liowever, gave three fathoms, one and a 
half feet to spare. It was a little exciting for 
twenty minutes, but we did not touch. If we had, 
the ship, in ail probabiiity, would liave been a wreck ; 
for as tho tide was falling, she would have hung on 
the cor-A sTielf, ninl hr-cn but j^nrtly supported by 
it. This IS the great dauber attendant on the na- 
vigation of thia gronpyas wdeed of alt eonl ishmda. 
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W« wm* beciilined during the whole night; and 
the next morning, finding the calm Btill rcTi^inued, 
I took to my boat, directing Lieutenant CaiT to 
steer in for the Imy when he got a breeze, sappoB- 
tag it wouM Mt ia at the mdvaary tim»f ebevai 
o*eloek. I latid«d on « •nmll itl0t, about six mil«i 
frnm fho place where I left the fhip, and near tho 
mouUi of the bay. To reach the i&let we pulled in 
ov«r the reef, which had «Q it about four feet of 
water. The islet was oomposed of scoriaeeous lava, 
much worn, and about twelve feet above the coral 
shelf. Here I estal li^li< d myself, and was busy 
securing my observatioiiSy when I discovered that 
my boat was agnraad, and fliat the tide waa atill 
fallinn;. The islot as well as the reef became dry. 
It was not long before we observed the shadow of 
natives projecting fran ft todi about fifty jards 
from us, who it now appeamd were watcning us 
closely ; and not long lUler not leM than fifty shadows 
were seen in different directinna. I at once ordered 
all the arras and ammunition to be brought up on 
fflie top, and made our sittrntion as defcnrible as 
possible, for I had little doubt if they saw that we 
were unprepared they would attack us. The firing 
of one or two guns, and the show that we were all 
on our guard, at once oauaed a change in their 
intentions towards us, which they manifested by 
bringing iirticlos of trade. 

lu the afternoon we nsjain got under way, «id 
proceeded farther up the bay, ancihoring off Wai- 
cama, or the hot springs, in twenty-eight fatlioms 
water. The bay of Savn-savn is a fine fiheet of 
deep water, ten miloe in length, east and west, by 
ftve niica in breadth, from north to south; it is 
anrroonded by very high and broken hmd, rinng 
in many places into lofty necdle-shnt" ? j * aks; it 
is protected by the exteusive reef reaching frtira 
SavQHMva Point on the east, to Kombehu on the 
west, excepting a large opening of about a mile in 
width, two miles distant from Savu-savu Point. 
On anchoring I despatched two boats, under Lieu* 
tenants Case and Underwood, to join tlie surveys 
wa had laada hi the tender, aa far aa Bativa 
lahmd; they departed tho same evening on this 
dntf. The projection of land forming i^vn-savu 
Point b mnclk lo«w than that on tiM oUht iUaa of 
dwhav. 

T Tnited tho hot springs, whieh are ritnated 

opponite a small island, romid which a narrow arm 
of the bay pass^ funning a small harbour; a con- 
siderable stream of fresh water enters the bay, 
ab- nt n mile above the situation of the springs. 
On landing, wo found the beach absolutely steam- 
ing, and warm water oozing through the sand and 
gravel; in aame ptaMea it waa too hot to be borne 
by the ISeet. 

The hot springs are five in number; they are 
situated at Home distance from the beach, and are 
nine feet above the level of high water; they 
occupy a basin forty feet in diameter, about half- 
way between the base of the hill and the beach. 
A small brook of fresh water, three feet wide by 
two deep, passes so ckiae to the basin, that one 
hand nay be put into a ooalding spring, and the 
other in water of the temperature fif 75'. That of 
the spring stands at 200° to 210'. The watei-s 
join below, and the united streams stand at 145", 
whieh djarinish in tempeiatwre nntil they enter the 
part of the bed of the miited 
• have bean madi^ wheva the 




nattveo bathe. The rook hi ^ neighbourhood ia 

compact coral and volcanic bix'ccia, although it is 
no where to be seen exposed within a tltird of a 
mile of the spring. The ground about the spring 
ia a deep brown and black raoald, covered with 
eoarse natiTo grass, (a speeiefl of scirpus,) which is 
tliif'l^Iy inn ttfil. '['InTi' is vi<") huisjll of Hul]»hur, 
except when the head ia brought aa close at possi- 
bie to the wat^; but ft has a strong saline 



No gas appeared (n hn fli<;r>T]iTTi;jpd. Tlir basin is 
in a mixture of blue and brown clay, and little 
grans grows in it. 

Tiieee qnrinsa are used by ^ natirea to boQ 
thrfr food, wliieh is done hy putti n n <h* tare or 
yams into the spxnng, and rovinnf:; thorn up with 
leaves and grai^ Although tlie water scarcely 
had any appearance of boiling before, rapid ebul- 
lition ensues. It gnrgles up to a height of eight 
or ten inches, with the aame noise as is made by a 
cauldron wlion over the fire. Taro, yams, Ac, 
that were pat in, were well done in about fifteen 
mtnntea. The nMratha of the springs are from 
eighteen inches to two feet in diameter, and have 
apparently been excavated by the natives for their 
own pnrpoees. The account they give of them is|, 
that thepr have always been in the same state since 
the spirit first took op his abode fhere. They are 
convinced that he still nsidcs there, and the 
natives say that one spring is kept pure for him, 
which they do not use. 

On ihr ) of July the tender came in and 
anchored, liaving succeeded iu accomplishing the 
survey of both the island of Goro and the Horse- 
slioe Keef. The fanner is oonudered by the natives 
one of the most fruitfal islands of the group ; it is a 
high island, tlinTigli notsomuch broken as tho others, 
and, from appearance, would be susceptible of cul- 
tivation to its very top. It is surrounded by a 
reef, which is, for the most part, a shore-reef, and 
affords no harbour ; there is, however, anchorage 
on the north-west side. TIic island is nine and a 
lialf miles long, by four miles wide. The produce 
of Goto is oiland tortoise^lieU, and exeeeda ui 
qxtantity that of any other island of Uiagnwp; its 
population is two thousand. 

The Horseshoe Reef lies between Goto, NaimI, 
and Wakaia ; it ia an extremely dangcrotm one. 
The name is derived from Its shape, and its 
opening is on the north side ; it is even with the 
water, which after stormy weather may be seen 
breaking on it, from the heights of OvoUu ; it is 
one mile in diameti>r ; Uiere are no other dangers 
nearer to it than the north reef of Nairai. 

The bay of Savu-savu may be known by a re- 
markable saddle -shaped peak, lying just liehind it; 
there are eevstal other high peaks, that show the 
interior to l>e very rugged and Some of 

these peaks reach the altitude of four thousand 
feet. 

At daylight on ttie 6th, the Vinoennes got under 
way to proceed to Mbua or Sandalwood Bay, with a 
moderate and favourable breeze. I determined to 
take tho outside passage off Kombelau Point, al- 
though Hint nanally punned, whidi is dose to the 
land, is considered the safest. There is a reef off 
Kombelau Island, five miles in length by two iu 
width ; and beyond, and between it and tlie great 
FaiMe Island Reef, there ia » pamsgo auppoied 
tobefidlofdMMla I had reaaon to bettevojiow- 
ever, from Urn enaminatien of ~ ' 
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and Mr. De Haven, that there would be no diffi- 
culty in taking the ship through, which I accord- 
ingly did. Thia channel has shoals in it, some with 
but a few feet of water over them, while others 
have sufficient for any class of vessels. The least 
water wa bad was fathooM. I believ« we 
were ennM n! Ut locate all the slionJs in it, and I 
think it a safe passive. With the sun in the east, 
and steering towaioi fh« vesty the daogem are 
distinctly viaiblek 

Beyond Btrfa Point the pmmge beenmw sHIl 
mnre intricate, and opposite Rabe-rabe Island it is 
quite narrow, though there is ample water for any 
veaseL We, however, went tirtsldy on, having a 
fine breeze from the eastward. Aftfi- get t nig 
sight of the Lecumba Point Reef, there is but a 
narrow channel into the bay, whicli we i-eached at 
half-past 3 fM. The Pttcock had just arrived 
from the north dde of VnnuB>levii, and anchored. 

Mbua or Sandalwood Bay, though much filled 
with Uage reefs^ offers ample space for anchorage. 



The holding-ground Is excellent, and the water not 
too deep. The bay is of the flgtire of a large seg- 
ment of a circle, six miles in diameter, and is 
formed by Lecumba I'oint on the ea-st and that of 
Dimba-dimbft on the west. The land immediately 
aarrovmdhig it Is low, bat % few miles back it rises 
in high and picturesque peaks. That of Corobata 
is distinguiiihed fruui the Vitilevu shore, and has an 
altitude of two thousand feet. The shores of the 
bay an lined with mannovea, and hav^ cenecatly, 
extenmTB nrad^flata. Tiwn are few Ihdfities h«re 
for obtalnliif; either wood or water, as the anoln r 
age is a long diatance from the shore. Several j 
small streams enter the bay in its upper part, flow- 1 
ing from some distance in the interior. This was \ 
the principal place where the sandalwood was for- \ 
narly obtained, but it has for some years past been 
exhausted. I sliall defer speaking of this district 
until I have giren an aacoDDt of the opemtiona of 
the Peacock. 
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On the 26th of May, the Peacock was off Vatnlele. 

Le.rviricf Mbenga to the north, Kantavu on the 
soutii, an<l pa-ssing through tho sea of Kantavu, 
they had surveyed the south-west side of Vatulele, 
and afterwarda stood for the opening in the reef off 
Uie west end of Tititevn, through which they paBHed 
after sunset, anehonn<; «n tho inside of the reef of 
Navula, in thirteen fathoms water. This is the 
limit of the king of Rewa'H authority. 

On the morning of the 27th, they coasted along 
the land inside of the reef. The chores of Vitilevu 
are here low ; but the land within a slmrt dibt-'ince 
rises to the height of one thousand feet, and has 
a bivwn and bwren appearance. It h destttote of 
trees, except on the low points along the shores 
wliich arc covered with mangrove (rliizophora) 
and cocoa-nut jjroves. 

Towards sunset the reeaelran upon a coral lump, 
which gare her a eoneiderable jar ; but, on getting 
out a kcdge, they very soon hauled off, wbm. Gap* 
tain Hudson anchored for the night. 

In the evening, partly as a signal for the absent 
boats that were ajijiointed to meet the ship here, 
and partly for etfect on the natives, they fired an 
evening gun, burnt a blue-light, and set off three 
rocketa, or as the natives term them, iieiy spirits." 
llMse brmight forth many Hhonia hum die land, 
whieli wwe MidibI/ heard on board, although the 



vessel was at a great dbtanee fton the shore. 

These signals were soon answered by n rnrket 
fi-om the boats, which joined tlie ship early the 
next morning. 

Lieutenant Emmons, his officers, and boata' 
ere we, were all well. No accident had oeenrred to 
them, and he reported that he had finished his 
work. After leaving the ship at liewa, he passed 
otttaidftthe reef for aeTcnd miles, until he came 
to a narrow and deep passage through the reef, 
which led to a spacious harbour, on which lies the 
villacfe of Suva. The natives of this village told 
Mr. Emmons' interprets^ tliat they were eabjects 
of the Irittj^ of Rewa, and that tiiey had lately be- 
eome Christians. This is the village where the 
Ileverend Ml*. Cargill had been the Sunday pro- 
ceding, and ita iBhabitanAt wan the fint proae- 
lyteahe had. 

Suva Harbour was snrreyed and found to be an 
excellent one, free fi-om shoals, well sheltered, and 
with good holding-ground, easy of ingress and 
egress, with an abundance of wood and water. It 
lies ten miles west of Rewa Roads. 

On the 20th, the boats stood over for Mbenga. 
They found the current setting very strong to the 
eastward, which nude n disMreeable short sea, 
obliging them to keep two handa haiKng to prevent 
the boat from awampingt Towarda Ihigr 
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entered tlie reef that surrounds Mbenga thruugli 
% shaUow pMsage, and anciim-ed off a deep har- 
bour, where tin y r niaiin d for the night. 

Mbenga, liku uii che large islaada of tbui group, 
is basaltic. ItvallElM it MtOVftl, fiv« IDUm loog 

by UiTM widflb 
The tMWta now vfaited Bird Idand, 1} ing in the 

paiisMigf' between Mbenga Hoof luid Vitilevu. Tlie 
re«f olf this part of Vitilevu ncurl^' joins tliat of 
MlMDg*. Two miles beyond this, Lieutenant Em- 
mons entered a weli sholtcred harbour, where the 
boata stayed over-night. About three miles to the 
westward of it, thry found another similarly situ- 
ated, after which thejr ooutinued to pruceed down 
th« eoftst, along lh« vaei, witbrnit meeting any 
liarboor until after dark, when they sucoseded in 
getttug into the exposed one of Ndronga. 

The harbour (if ao it may be called) of 
Ndronga, affords no protection against the south- 
west winds, and is only suitable for small ves- 
»l>1h. Tlu- aiichoi-n^e is in five fathoms wator. 
The reef from this poiut westward iucreases in 
dhrtanoe from the diore from one to tvro miles. 

Five miles beyond this harbour they came to 
the Malolo Island Pa^isage, where the great uea- 
feef from the westward joins, having two cn- 
tnmoea, the largest of wlUeb I have named the 
Bfalolo Passage. Tliat to the eastward, which I 
called the Navula P;i i_' , tlioy passed through 
and anchored at night under the town of 
Navohk 

On the 26th, Lieutenant Emmon<i ^-tin rl Ha, 
the poiut where his work was to terminate, iuui be 
joined by that of the other parties. On the 28tli 
thejr went akmgside of the Peoeoek, after haTing 
been in the boats seventeen days. 

The Peacock now took the launch and cutter in 
tow, and began beating up for tlie purpose of reach- 
ing the Malaki Islands^uiflirder to take a departure 
from Aroboa Bay. 

On the 2nd of June, they roae]ie<l and landed on 
the island of Malaki, which is a high inlet, divided 
from the large iaiand by a narrow strait, near which 
is Uie town of Rake-raJce, whidi to atoo siibjeot to 
Anibaii. 

Malaki has the appearance of having once been 
well cultivated. This ishind is eight hundred feet 
high, and on the top are the remains of a fortifica- 
tion of stone, whoso walls are four feet high, sur- 
njunded by a moat sevcnd feet deepii and ten feet 
wide. 

On the 8th June, Captain Hodson set abont the 

survey of Sandalwood Bay. He then, with the 
uaturalibts aud many of the utiiuera, visited tlie 
shore. There are three rivers that flow into the 
bay; the middle one of these they entered. It has 
two entrances for boats. It Is oordered on each 
side by extensive mud-flats, which are bare at low- 
water for a considerable distance. Parts of these 
flats are covered by thick mangrove^boahes, among 
whicli many women and cliildren were seen catch- 
ing a lairge kind of crab, vvUil»t tlucka uf paroquets 
were flying around them. This river is iriMttt two 
lumdred feet wide, and very tortuous. 

The town, named Vatnraa, to sittmted abont a 
mile up iho river. The entrance ta it is througli a 
hollow way, to pass through which it was almost 
necessary to creep. 

About one foiii t!) of a mile from Vaturua is an- 
other town, called Matainole, which also belongs to 



Tui Mora, and is in all respects similar to the 
other. 

In the n^'f rnoon of the 10th, Captain Hnrlsnn 
got under way, although nearly all the otiieei-i. and 
men were still at work on the survey, and anchored 
the ship off the northern point of Mbua Bay. Tlii^t 
point to called Dfanba-^imba, and w considered by 
the natives as sacred ground; it is kept Htrietly 
from any kind of disturbaiice, for it is supposinl to 
be inhabited by the spirits of the departed, and to 
be the place where they embark for tlw rfginns of 
Ndengei. It is a most beautiful i^pot, and in strong 
contrast with the surrounding country, whieli i» in 
many places devoid of tretrs, while here they flourish 
as nature has planted them. 

Ou the 12th, Captain Engleston of the Lconidas 
came on board, and piloted them to Naioa bay. 

Ou the 17th of June, the Peacock left the bay of 
Nalua, in company with the Leouidas; and on the 
afternoon of tiie lOtli, anchored off tlie town of 
Muthuata. 

The town of Muthuata consists of about one 
hundred tioosss, built closely together, and to 
situated in an open valley close to high-water 
iiiai-k. It is very much exposed and quite de- 
fenceless; has but fftW trees about it, but is one of 
the best-built towns in the Feejees. The style of 
buildi I ig resembks that of Rewa. The king's name 
is Ndrandranda; his tiil< , Tui Muthuata. He is 
old and quite infirm, the result of an attack of 
elephantiasis in one of his legs, whidi lenders it 
ditheiilt f.vr hi!:i to '.vri'!-. 

Tui Muthuata han troni eighty to one hundred 
towns under his control ; and his territory ex- 
tends from Unda Point to the island of Tavea, in 
Naloa Bay. Many of these towns are of sbmH i 
extent, and contain but few inhabitants ; and I 
found that to estimate the population by the report ! 
of the chiefs themselves, would give erroneous ! 
results. Fe<*j«>c men lie with great plausibility, ■ 
and particularly if it is to swell their own import- 
ance. 

On the 26th, Pasaed-Midshiproan Harrison 
arrived In the sMiooner Kid>viti, with the supply 
of yams, and my orders to the Peacoek to join me 

at Mbua Bay on the 4th of Julv. 

On the &th, the Peacock ancmmd ilk Mbua Bay, 
about an hour before the l^neennes reaehed i^ all 
well and in good spirits. 

UiKm the junction of the Peacoek with the Vin- 
ceimes in Mbua Bay, I had it in my power to 
examine and collate all the work that we had thus 
far aceonipH.shed. After doing this, 1 found that 
80 much ^ et reinaincil to be done before a thorough 
survey of the Feejee Group oould be completed, 
that I must either leave tliis important duty un- 
Uniflhed, or devote mem time to it than had origi- 
nally been contemplated. I deemed this to be 
among the most important of the objects of the 
expedition; and considering that the seas around 
these islands abound in dangers whose position had 
up to this time been entii*ely tmknown, I resolved 
not only to complete the surveys, but not to leave 
the group until 1 had entirely satisfied myself of 
die aeouta^ of ihe work. 

In furtherance of the last object, T Bet all who 
had been employed in the ticrvice to work in plot- 
ting and calculating their surveys, while the fea- 
tureu of the region were yet fresh in their memo- 
riea. 



Digitized by Google 



oin Capture of tli« dm cutter by [he rvc tpp r- urn id MaMnrH t^kcB ia etHUe^ueiMe.-'AttM 



For a few tlityH, at this time, erer^ oue was 
employed who could work^ in repairing the boats, 
preparatory to the further exMninfttfom which I 
coiiti-iiiplati (I making on the hionrlj-eKpeelBd Ar> 
rival of the Purpoiee. 

On the ftfWnoon uf the ISth, Lieutenant Perry 
arrived in the launch, bringing with liira Mr. Knox 
I and the crew of the first cutter. That boat had 
! been cnptured by the natives, at Sualib Bay, about 
i twenty-five miles to windmurdj on the nine ishuid. 
I In thn bay the launch and first cutter bftd taken 
refu^'c during the bad wiiither, although it offt rs 
indifferent accommodation. After being there two 
ur three days, they attempted to beat oat, when 
tlifi cutter, in trying to ;;o abrmt, near the reef, 
mifised BUiys and wus thrtiwu oil it. At the time 
this occurred, it was low water. The natives, who, 
it W8« nipiKieed by the pwrtyf had anticipated the 
aeeident, had followed along Uie reef, mndf aa Moo 
as it happened, ero» ded down, all well armed with 
clubs, spears, stones, &c. Mr. Knox, findfalg it 
imposeible to get the boat off. thought of kx^ng 
into his means of defence, and found himself com« 
pletely in the power of the natives, for all his arms 
and aramunition were soiikeil wiilj salt water. 
Lieutenant Perry, hndiug that the launch could 
not make headway agaimt the irind and aen, had 
anchored at long gun-shot from the spot where the 
cutter had gone on shore. As mou as he uaw 
what was going forward, he opened a fire on the 
natives, but without effect; for they, notwithstand- 
in;;, eolleeted around Mr. Knox*8 party, and gave 
them to underst .n l tliat they niust abandon the 
boat and go ou board the launch. Having no 
ehoice left, he took out all the arms and the chro- 
nometers, and, keeping: flir- n:itives at bay, hy 
pointing the guos at tiieni and threats of lulling 
them, tiie crew roiched the lamich in safety. The 
nativea took posaessbn of the first cutter, dra ,r'^'ed 
her over the reef, and stripped her of ever} U ug. 
They then appeared to be eagerly watcliing the 
launch, at which they occasionally fired their 
muskets, with whieh tliey are better provided on 
this island than elsewhere. They did not prove 
good marksmen, however, for they did no damage. 

Two natives, from another part of the shore, 
now swam off to the launch, with offers of aasiat- 
amse to lieutenant Perry; but be supposed Hhat 
this was dime to spy out his weaknefts, and learn 
how to tnko advantage of it. He, tltertforc, at ■ 
once seized and retained then* They proved to be 
a great chief and an inferior one. After he bad 
obtained posaession of these men, Uie natives on 
shore gave him no furtiier troobls^ bttt Mmsined 
larking about the mangroves. 

The next morning, the weather having mo- 
derated, he was enabled to get out of the bay^ and 
reached the ship at the above date. 

Immediately on receiving tiiie report, I ordered 
the two prisoners to be put into irons, and the 
schooner and eight boats, fotir from each ship, to 
l)f ready for service at sunset. T\', i niy additional 
men and officers were put ou hoard the tender. 
Captain Hudson and myself both aoeomponied the 
party, wliich left the shipH at the appointed time. 
Our first rendezvous was about twelve miles from 
the ship, and it was my intention to lOMdl Siwlib 
by dayhght the next morning. 

The antler, wo found, en our nniTal at Sualib 
Bay, had been drawn op to aeonsideraUo ^Ustaaesi, 

L 



and the tide being low, there was a wide mud-6at 
between her and the place where we lay at anchor,, 
through which a small tortuous creek led up to 

her. 

The niUives of the two towns on each side of the 
bay, one called Tye and the other Sualib, seemed 

both to be active iu preparing to give ns a warm 
X'eception. Our interpreter gave uie reason to ex- 
pect that we should nut get the boat without a 
sharp fight, and that she would be perhaps de- 
stroyed by fire before we should be able to save 
lu r. As it would, in all pmljal i!it\ , fi;i\ >> been 
atteuded with iom of hfe to make the attempt at 
low water, I determined to await uittfl the tide 
rose, and in the nitan time to attempt to procure 
her restoration by n» gotiati(m. I therefore sent 
Whippy and Tom to hold a |>arley, and to Htate to 
the natives, that if they restored the boat and every 
thing belonging to her, 1 would, for dlis time, for- 
give them. 

My conditions not heuig complied with, I deter- 
mineil to make an example of these natives, and to 
show them that they could no longer hope to com- 
mit acts of this desciiption without receiving 

punishment. 

We moved on for this purpose in an imposing 
amy, keepin|{ onrsetves well prepavsd for an 

attack, to \Nbich we were necessarily exposed on 
our approach. A very few men could have done 
us much mischief, had they been tolerable maika* 
men and stood their ground. 

To approach the village we had to pass between 
long lines of mangrove bushes, and 1 was assured 
by Whippy, who Itad been before ou a war- party 
with a fovmidable force against tiieae natives and 
been beaten off, that we should have something 
more than a mere show of resistance to encuuntf>r. 
Under diis expectation we proceeded forwards; 
laA lUl WW allenti and no hnpediment was offered 
to our course. 

Will 11 ) ' ar the heacli tlie boats were anchored, 
and the ohicers and men jumped overboard, and 
waded in about two feet water to the shore. Every 
thing vffiR condueted with the must perfect order; 
the three divihions landed; Captain Hadbou, with 
two, proceeded to bum and destroy the town, and 
the thixd remaiued on the lieaeh as a reserve to 
protect the boats, for I was apprehensive that an 
attack might be made on them by tli i e on the 
' other bide of the bay, a great nuuiy of whom were 
viHible, armed, and apparently ready fur a fight 
The precaution I had taken to let them know, 
through Wiiippy, that 1 held their chiefs as 
ho.Htages, and that their safety depended upon the 
good conduct of the townspeople, I felt waa some 
seeority, but I had made up my.mind not to trust 
the natives in any way. 1 thereft)re kept a largo 
force under my own charge to repel any attack on 
the boats, and nol aa ft rasrve should it beeom* 
necessary. 

The town was soon fired, but the anxiety of uome 
of the sailors to make a blaze, induced them to fire 
one or two of the thick thatched roofs to windward, 
while the rest of the party had gone to begin the 
work of destruction to leeward. The wholr villnpe 
was in consequeuce soon wrajiped ui sheets of hame, 
and many of the men were exposed to danger on 
their return, from the intense heat «f the burning 
bnilduigs. So doae wm the luasmMaaee of the 
ndae mad« by tlie bursting of the bamboo «ane% 
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(of which rnritL'rial the houses .ire for tlie most part 
bnilt,) to a running fire of musketry, that every 
one believed that a general fight was taking ||]m« 
in the parts distant and opposite to him. 

About nn hour iraffieed to reduce the wliole to 
ashes, leii , iii^' the villafje a heap of istr.oking ruins. 
We then returned to our boats in tbe same good 
Mider in which we landed. 

The town of Tye contained abont fixty dwelliu^s, 
built of bambooj besides a number of jr-ara-houses, 
wherein they had gfUhered their crops. The upper 
and outer yams wm well mastfed, bat tbe heat 
from tlie light matevial waa of abort dniation, so 
that few in rt ality were lo.st. Another small col- 
lection of yam-liuuseB, about a quarter of a mile 
distant) was abo burnt. 

Few thin!»s were fonnd in the tnwn, for the 
natives )iad removed all the articles that could be 
carried away. Three or four wccUb of labour 
would) therefore, saffioe to rebuild tlieir hotiaes, 
and reeiore them to tibe wnw itntA aa before &e 
burning. 

There was no oppoeitton made to this attack; all 
the FM)ee men had mtfred oat of gnn-shot, and 
were only now and then seen from behind the 
bushes, or on snme cragjE^ peak on the sides of the 
neighbouring hills, from which they wore occasion- 
ally dislodged by our rockets. This firework pro- 
dneed eonetematioii, and diqMiaed them in every 
direction. As the boats were pulling off from the 
shore, a few balls foil near us, but did no damage. 

Tfw inflietten of this punishment I deemed 
neoeaaary; it was efficiently and promptly done» 
and, without the sacrtftee of any lives, taught these 
tavai; a salutary lesson. 

In tlie first cutter was private and public pro- 
perty to the Tsltie of above one thooMmd dollan, 
which waa all lost. 

By Inference to my instructiuna, it will be seen 
that eases of theft were expressly mentioned as 
oeeaaioas that might require pnnishmieDt to be 
inflicted on the natives; yet tlds transaetion formed 
the gist of one of the charges preferred aj^ainst me 
by tile administration, on my retain tu the United 
States. 

The conduct of the officers and mon on this 
occasion showed a promptness and energy that 
were highly creditable, and gave mo the as.«urance 
that thqr were as much to be depended upon in 
dangers of this description, as I had hitiierto ftmnd 
(IiL-ui in f/thers. 

i he next day having become satisfied that the 
Sualib chiefs who had been detained by Lieutenant 
Perry had really meant to act a friendly part, I 
determined, for the purpose of making the contrast 
as strong as possible between those wlio had 
offeied aid and those who had stolon the cutter, 
to feward the former for their good intentions. 

The next morning, all hands were cailled on deck, 
and tlie prisoners brought to the gangway in 
irons, expecting that their time was now come, 
and exhibiting great fear* both in their conntO' 
nances and trembling limbe. Through Dairid 
Whippy, I then told them, that although appeai-- 
anoes were at first against them, i bad satisfied 
myself tiiat they intended to act a friendly part in 
assisting the launch, and as they had fiiken no 
share in the rubbery and capture of the boat, and 
the peoplB of their town had done nothing to 
molart vtf instmd of punishing them, I should 



reward ihern with presents, and send tJiein back 
safely to their town. The joy that was depicted 
on their countenances at this oha^a oan readily 
be imagined. Their irons were then vemoved, and 
the presents given. 

After thanking tlie officers and men fur their 
good conduct in this affair, we piped down, and 
our several oeenpations were lesomed, 

On the 10th of July, the tender and boats being 
prepared, I onkred the following officers upon an 
expedition : Assistant-Surgeon Fox, Acting-Master 
Sinclair, Passed^Midshipmsn £ld, and Mr. Agat^ 
to aeeompanjr me hi the tender; lienlenant Mden 
and Midshipman Henry in tbe first, and Lieute- 
nant Underwood in the second cutter of the Vin- 
cennes ; Lieutenant Emmons and Midshipman 
Clark in the first cutter of the Peacock. The boats 
buin^ fully manned aud armed, left the vessels in 
the afternoon, for the island of Anganga. 

Orders were left with Captain Hudson to resorvey 
the Bay (tf Mbas, (for I was not satisfied with tihe 
survey tliat had been made,) including the outlying 
reef, and after having completed tliis duty, to pro- 
ceed with the Peacock round to Mutboata, and 
then return for the Vinceimes. It was my inten- 
tion to circumnavigate the whule group of islands, 
carrying meridian distances from island to island, 
and likewise to complete and connect by triangula* 
tion all the parts that required farther examina- 
tion. I proposed to return to MtlA.naln by tiM 
north and east side of Vanua-levu. 

Having satisfied myself with observations on 
Lakemba Point, I set out in the tender at eight 
o'clock, P.M., in order to join the boats early the 
next morning at Angan(;a Island, about thirty miles 
from Mbua Bay. At 6 a.m. we anchored near the 
west end of Anganga Island, where the boats soon 
after joined us. Anganga Island is hi'L^h. and very 
much broken; it is not inliabited, and ulTers no- 
thing but turtles in the season. 

At noon I was rejoieed to discover the Porpoise 
in right. She had been looked for daring some 
day-^, anri f cmild nnt but feel auxior.3, l:nowmgthe 
dangers with which the service I had sent her on 
■ was surrounded. On her coming np^ I acdered 
signal to be made for her to anchoriMar nfl^and in 
the afternoon we joined company. 

lit ; I pursued my olst rvations, and while I 
was congratulating myself that I had now finislied 
my last staliaa of the sarvey,and tfuit my meridian 
distances and latitudes were all complete, it was 
reported to me that the three boats were in sight, 
condng down before the breeze. S<j unusual an 
oeenmnee at onee made me snspeet that some ac- 
cident iiad ooeurred; and on the first right I got of 
them, I found that their colours were half-mast 
aud union down. 1 need not describe the dread 
that came over me. We reaehed the tender only 
a few moments before them, and when they ar- 
rived, I learned that a horrid massacre had but a 
short hour before taken place, and saw the muti- 
lated and bleeding bodies of Lieutenant Joseph 
A. Underwood and my nephew, Midshipman Wilna 
Henry. 

The boats were taken in tow, when we stood for 
Malolo, and aa tiw night elesed in, anehorad in its 

eastern bay. 

It would not be easy to deserlbe my feelings at 

this time; the melancholy event of which 1 became 
awato in its full exteut by the return of the boats 
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under Lieutenant Aldeu, took place just as,— after 
weAa of inteuae anxiety for the safety of those 

under my caminand, exjK'sed in cipon boats to the 
perils of the sea, aud in siuall (U-tachments to 
tho insidioaa attacks of savages, itiHtigatod not 
nmcol/ tHf oupidity, but by the horribfe ioatuict 
of cannibal appedte,— I had mywlf elooed the 
ojieration.s of the survey, and awnitcd only niy 
juiictioa with the boats to be satistied tliat all 
our perilo we«« at an end. One of Iho vietims 
was my own near relation, cnnfi'lt^l to my care 
by a widowed mother ; I had therefore more 
tlian the ordinary degree of sorrow, which the 
loea of proDiiaing and effident offioera must cause 
in tlw ln«wt of every oommander, to oppreaa 
me. 

It was h*»yon'l t very thing else important, that 
in the dcsiru of inflicting' punishment, I should 
avoid, as far as jiossiLle, thv risk of losing other 
valuable lives. The two chief vessels of my 
squadron were at a distance, and I knew that the 
natives of Malolo were not only guarded iu their 
towns by fbrliUcalicns, impregnable in their own 
mode of warfare, but were furnished with fire-arms 
and ammunition. To burn the dwellings of these 
fastnesses, as I hnd done at Tye, if an adequate 
punishment for mere thefts, would have been no 
sufficient penalty for the present heinous offence, 
uor would it have served to deter tho peopln of 
MaJolo from similar acts for the future. 

My ilnt doty mm to receive the report of the 
officer in cnmmnnd of tlie boats, and t*> make such 
further iuqvary into the circumstances uf the trans- 
action, as aboaUi satisfy me that the bloody deed 
hjui not been nrovoked on the part <rf the ▼wtima. 
The mnltsoi this inquiry were aafollow. 

On the 22nd July, tlie firbt cutter < f tin 
cenues, Lieutenant Alden and Midslii^^man Henry, 
and the Leopard, Lieutenant Underwood, left the 
station at KNi Island, and proceffl<-'l nlfufr the 
right mde of Waia, for the purpose ot fuihiluig my 
oilers to survey the small islands lying north of 
Ifftlolo. This done, they b»A inetructtona to join 
the tender or Porpoise eo the western aide of that 
'flari ?, and survey "-tich islands as they mi<jht fall 
in with on the way. After passing Waia, the 
boats anchored for tlw aighl under one cif the 
amail iaiands. 

The next day, they were employed in the survey 
of the small islands, and in the evening anchored 
in the bay on the east side of Malulo, formed by 
it and llakdo-lid-lai, or LitUe Malolo. 

On reaching this place, Lieutenant Alden, hein^r 
desirous of ascertaining if the Porpoise was at the 
andioxage on the west side, directed Lieutenant 
Underwood to land near the south end of Malolo, 
and to ascend a small eminence to get a view of 
that anchorage. Lieutenant Alden, it appears, 
cautioned Lieutenant Underwood to go well armed 
and to be on his guard with the nalireSy as on Ma 
f<irmcr visit, about wix weeks before, he had been 
led to doubt their friendly disposition, and, in con- 
Kequenoe, had avoided having any communication 
with them. He also directed Lieutenant Undov 
'WQod to return before nnwet. 

Lieutenant Underwood landed and went up the 
hill with one of his men. After a few minutes, 
Lieutenant Alden obeerred aome suspicious move- 
ments among the natives near the point, and, in 
cuuaequence, hoisted a signal of recall. Lieutenant 



Underwood was soon seen retarniug to the boat 
with his man and a native. Before leaving the 
beach, he had some talk with the natives. 

On joining Lieutenant Alden, he reported that 
there was no vessel in sight, and mentioned that 
on Ilia way up the hiU, Iw enddcnly came upon a 
native carrying an armfbl of enibey who, the 
moment he perceived him, threw down his load 
and attempted flight, but Lieutenant Underwood 
detained and made him go l>efore them to the 
boat. When tli. y reached the beach, a party of 
natives joined, auii appeared to him niucii discun- 
certed «t finding the lad a priaoiMcv and without 
arma. 

They passed the night at andMar&i tids bay, and 

on the mominK; of the 24th, discovered the temler 
at anchor to the eastward. At nine o'clock Lieu- 
tenant Emmons joined them in the Peacock's first 
cutter, having passed the night at one of the small 
sand-islands in the neighbourhood. Lieut*-nant 
Emmons found them waiting breakfast for him. 
They anticipated that he had some more proviaiouB 
Ibr them, as he had recently parted with the 
tender, and hoped to procure some yams, pigs. Sec, 
from him, or from the tender herself, wiiieh would . 
in all probability reach Malolo during the day. 

When Lieutenant Emmons arrived, several of 
the natives, some of whom were armed, were on 
the beach where the beat^ crews had esoked tlidr 
breakfast. 

Many indncementa were ciTered totiiem tar pigs, 

ymns, ^;c., with very Httle sncccss, each offering 
some excuse, and urging the necessity of the lx>ats 
going to their town for such tilings. 

Just after they had finished their breakfast, the 
chief spokesman of the village came, wading out 
near the boats, and invited them, in the name of 
the chief, to their town, where he said the chief 
had seevred four large hogs as a present for ttiem. 

It appears that Lieutenant Underwood now 
volunteertfd to go to the tow n for provisions, taking 
with him John Sac (the New Zealander heretofore 
mentioued) as interpreter, from Lieutenant Alden'a 
boat. He, in consequence, shoved off, leaving the 
other boat to follow him as soon as the tide w ould 
allow it to cross the i-eef between the islands. 
Lieutenant Emmons tlien puabed liis boat for tlie 
shore, and landed, with three arrned men, <in 
Malolo-lai-lai, in order to obtain some angles Iruiu 
the top of a hilL On his approaching the beach, 
the natives waded off to his boat, but he ordered 
them off, and directed the officer with him, Mid- 
shipman Clark, to keep liis Lout afloat, and not 
stiflTer them to approach her during his absence. 
This order waa strictly attended to, and although 
a simitar attempt \va.s ngnin made, the natives 
when ordered off retired as before. 

Lieutenant Underwood's boat drew too mvch 
water to get acnias the reef, aud grounded, upon 
whidi a nnmber of natives oollected aronnd her, 
and joining with the Loafs erew, nstiisted to drag 
her over the reef. At tliis time the natives gut a 
knowledge of the feebleness of the armament of 
Lieutenant Underwood's boat. To my mr] ri-^c I 
have since learned that Lieutenant Undcrwwd 
had left the greater part of the armament with 
which he had been furnished on board the brig 
some lew days before. Seven rMes had been put 
on board that vessel, under the idea that if u nld 
lighten the boat, aud no more than three out of 
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die t«n he took with him £rom the Yiacennes 
femained. 

On landing they found no more than two pigs 
tied to a tree for sale, Instead of the four they had 
botii promised as prt'sents. These the natives 
declined selling until the chief, who was out upon 
tbe reef lldiing, shonld retnni. A messenger was 
nent for him, and he Bonn made his appearance, 
but (K>ndacted hinuself haughtily, and refused to 
part with his hogs excent for a musket, powder, 
and bail, which being ■gamat ordcfa waa reiiised. 

Lieutenant Alden entertained some meumcM 
at the number of natives that had crowded around 
the Leopard, and proceeded to join her, but was 
detained near the reef about twenty minutes before 
the tide wonM allow the boat to pass over, the first 
cutter drawing more wattr than the Leopard. On 
entering the bay, he found the Leopard at anchor 
about two thousand feet £roin the ehor^ in just 
•nfficient water to enable liie boat to get alongside. 
He w:, ill firmed by the boat's crew that Lieutenant 
Underwood had gone on shore, leaving a hostage 
in the Leopard, whom Lieutenant Alden imme- 
diately took into his own boat. Lieutenant Under- 
wood was accompanied to tlie short? by J. Ciaik, 
armed with a rifle mid sbeath-knife ; J, Dunnock 
and J» M.*Keai^ armed with 'cutlaseea ; William 
Lneeeter, who had the trade-box, vnarroed ; John 
Sac, interpreter, unarmed ; Jerome Davig and 
Roljert Furman, unarmed. The rest of his men 
tvmained in the boM, aimed with eotbuaea and 
two rifles. 

Lieutenant Underwood was now seen on the 
beach, entleavouring to trade with a party of about 
fifteen natives, whence he sent off Robert Furman, 
aodooTCd boy, to Liealenant Alden, to say that 
the natives would not trade, except for jwwder, 
shot, and muskets. Furrosn was sent back by 
lieotenant Alden to say, thai Ik? would not oonaent 
to any such exchange while the schooner was 
within reach ; that they could be supplied by her, 
and that ho must hurry off, aa he thought ho had 
been long enough absent (having remained on 
shore about an hour) to purdbaae ail they requu-ed, 
if the natives were disposed to trade. 

After this, Midshipman Henry asked, and Lieu- 
tenant Alden iptve him permisotmi to laud in the 
eaiUMy and cooie off with Uentenant Underwood. 
A f&w moments after, a email canoe came alongside 
Lieutenant Alden'a boat, mul r vt I n j.ged some 
wards with the hostage, who displayed a little 
anxiety to return with tfaiem to the shore. As the 
canoe shored off, he attempted to leave the boat, 
when Lieutenant Aldeu took him by the ai-ni 
and directed him to sit down, giving him to under- 
stand that he must keep quiet. Lieutenant Em- 
mons now joined, and the Leopard was ordered to 
drop in as near to the party on shore as possible. 
The tide had by this time risen sufficiently to aliow 
her to go most of the way on the reef. After 
another half hour had expired, Jerome Davis, one 
of the boat's crew, came off with a message from 
Lieutenant Underwood, that with another hatchet 
he could purchase all he reqiured. 

Th» bateh^ was giveo to Davis, who was directed 
to sjiy t . TJeutenant Underwood that Lieutenant 
Aldeu Ue«ired to see him without delay, and that 
he shonld eome off as soon as possible with what 
be had. 

While Lieutenant Alden was relating the ctT" 



cumstances of the hostage's def^ire to escape to 
Lieutenant Emmous, from the starboard side of the 
boat, the hostage jumped overboard from the lar- 
board quarter, and made for the shore, in two and 
a half feet water, looking over bis shoulder, so as 
to dodge at the flash if fired at. He tooit a direc- 
tiott dilbrent from t^t of the party on the beach, 
to divide the attention of those in the boats. Lieu- 
tenant Alden immediately levelled his musket at 
the hostage, who slackened his psee for a momen^ 
and then continued to retreat. 
■ Ifidsfa^Bsa Clarfa, who was ready to fire, was 
directed to fire over lus bead, whieh did not atop 
him. 

J. Clark testifies that Ltentenant Undevwood, 

M'Kcan, and liinisclf, were standing near tlie 
beach, waiting the return of Davis, when thoy saw 
the chief escape from the boat, and heard the re- 
port of the musket. The old ehief^ who was 
standing near, immediately cried out that his son 
w afj killed, and ordered the natives to make fight. 
Upon this two of them seized upon Clark's rifle, 
and tried to bike it from him. One of these he 
stabbed lu the breast with Ins sbeath-knife ; the 
other Mr. Underwood struck ou the head with the 
butt-end of his pistol, upon which hot!) relinquished 
their hold. Lieutenant Underwood then ordered 
the men to keep doee together, and they endea- 
voured to make their way to the boat, facing the 
natives. Lieutenant Underwood also called upon 
Midshipman Henry to assist in covering the retreat 
of the men to the boats, to which Mr. Henry re- 
plied, that he had just received a blow from the 
club of a native, and would first have a cnick at 
him. He then pursued the native a few stepa^aud 
eut him down with his bowie*knIfe pistol, and had 
again reached the water's edge, when ho was 
struck witli a short club on the back of the head, 
just as he fired his pistol and shot a native. The 
blow stunned him, and he fell with his face in the 
water, when he was instantly surrounded by the 
natives, who stripped bim. The natives now 
rushed out from the mangrove-bushes in great 
nnmbentSome of them endBavouring to get be- 
tween Lieutenant Underwood and the wat^, while 
ethers crowded upon his party, throwing their 
short-handled clubs and using their spears. Lieu- 
tenant Underwood, having received a ^esx^wooML 
fired, and ordered tiie men to do the same ; and 
after he had fired his second pistol, was knocked 
down by the blow of a club. Clark at the same 
time was eCnieik^ and had nn fitfther foeoUee* 
tion. 

J. Dunnock says that he was at some distance 
from Lieutenant Underwood at the time the at- 
tack was made ; and the first intimation he had of 
it, was Lieutenant Underwood\i order to keep 
together and go down to the boat. While obeying 
the order, he saw the natives seize upon Clark's 
rifle, and strike Lieutenant Underwood ; but after 
this he had as much as he could du to avoid the 
clubs and spears hurled at himself. He says that 
^Ir. Henry was near bim, nnd up to bis knees in 
water, when he received the blow from the short 
chib whieh hnoeked bim down lifeless^ with his 
face in the water. He did not see the hostig^ 
escape, nor hear the gun fired. 

M'Kean states that he was standing by the side 
of Lieutenant Underwood at the time diqr were 
awaiting the retom «f Dnvis j that suddenly tiiete 
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was a movement nmimg the natives, aiid tlie catuw 
of it WM discovered to be the escape of the 
hostage. Mr. Underwood, anticipating trouble, 
immediately ordered the men to assemble and 
make for the boat. 

John Sac's stozy conoboratM that of M'Kean. 
He nys, tiisl vpoo bearfnK the |a]], and ieeing 
the hoHtagr> escaping, the chief cned Ollfe tiwfc Ilia 
SOI) was killed, and gave the war-cry. 

On seeing the attack. Lieutenants Emmons ntid 
A Idea poshed for the shore, with both bo«t«. The 
former had already started to endeftvonr to retake 
the hostage. The boats eu in me need firing as thoy 
sailed in un some natives who appeared to bo 
wading oot to meet them. Aa eoon the boftta 
took the hottom, atl pimped out exf^p* two boat- 
keepers, and waded in, occasionally hring at the 
natives, who now retr^ted, carrying oflf their dead 
and wounded, and aoon disappeared among the 
niangvoTe-lnninfls. 

Before reaching tlie lieach, J. G. Clark was met 
badly wounded, aud was taken at once to the boats. 
On the bcacli lay Lieutenant Underwood, partly 
stripped, and Midshipman Henry, quite naked, with 
a native close by the latter, badly wounded, who 
was at once (iespatched. 

The party, picking up the bodies, bore them to 
the boats. On tiie flist inspection, anme fiunt 
hopes were entertained that Midsliipman Henry 
was not dead; but a second examination dissipated 
this idea. 

The boats now hauled off, and made sail to join 
the tender, where they bad seen her in the morn- 
ing at anchor. 

Every attention was paid to the wounded and 
dead by the dSeen diat affeetion and tegard eonld 
dictate; and I could not but feel a melancholy 
satisfaction in having it in my power to pay tliem 
the last sad duties, and that their bodies had been 
rescued from the sliambles of these odioua canni- 
balfl. Yet, when I thought that even the grave 
might not be h' 1 1 ; :i. red from their hellish appe- 
titeOy 1 felt much concern relative to the dispoeition 
of tlie bodies. 1 thought of committing them to 
the open sea; hnt one of the Becluded sand-islands 
we had juisbed the day beftjre occurred to me as a 
place far enough removed from these condor-eyed 
savages to permit them to l>e entombed in the 
earth, withoot risic of exhumation, although there 
was no doubt that our movements were doficly 
watched from the highest peaks. On oooaultatiou 
with the officem, thay eonanied vilh my viem on 
this point. 

'J here being no doubt, from the I'eports of all 
parties present, that this outrage was entirely un- 
provoked, I bad no hesitation in determining to 
rafliet the puniahment it merited, and this, not by 
the burning of the to\^ ns alone, but in the blood ot 
the plotters and actors in the maeeacie. 

The two first cutters of the Vincennes and Pea- 
cock were therefore directed to take up stations to 
prevent the eeeape of any persons from the island, 
and before daylight Passed-MidHhipman Eld was 
d^upatched on the same service with the Leopard. 

The tender got under way at the same time, and 
proceeded towards the apot I had nhnaiai tn the 
place of burial. 

The sun rose clearly, and nothing could look 
moi-e beautiful and peac^ol than ^ the little 
group of idandfl^ aa vw paaoad tham in ■neeaaaion 



on our melancholy errand. At the last and largest, 
about ten miles from Malolo, we came to anchor. 
Dr. Fox and Mr. Agato vent on shore to aeleet n 
phice, and dig a common grave ftr both die ^le> 
tims. Ali( ui nine »*clock they came iff, and re- 
ported to me that all was ready. The bodies were 
now plaMd in my gig, side by side, wrapped in 
their country's flag, and T pulled on shore, fol- 
lowed by Mr. Sinclair and the officers in the | 
tender's boat. 

Only twen^ eaiioxe^ (all dreaaed in white,) with 
myself and offieera, hmded to pay tlna hwt mark of 
affection and respect to those who had gone through 
so many toils, and shared so many dangers with us, 
and of whom we hod been so suddenly bereaved. 
The qniet of the scene, the solemnity of the occa- 
sion, and tlie smallness of the number who as.siated, 
were all calculated to produce an imbrokcn silence. 
The bodies were quietly taken up and boine alunc 
to the eentre of the ialand, where stood » gwye of 
ficos trees, whose limbs were < ijt^Mnod in all direc- 
tiona by running vines. It was a lonely and suitable 
spot that had been chosen, in a shade ao dcnaa that 
scarce a ray of the sun could penetrate it. 

The grave was dug deep in the pure white sand, 
1 and Hufficiently wide for the two corpses. Mr. Agate 
read the funeral service so calmly and yet with 
aneh fedi^, that none who were nreaent will for> 
get the impression of that Bad half Itonr. After the 
bodies had been closed in, three volleys were fired 
over the grave. We then used every precaution 
to erase all marks that might indicate where these 
unfortunate gentlemen were interred. I felt as if 
to refrain from marking the spot where they were 
laid, deprived us of one of the consolationa that 
alienate the lose of n rektive and friend, but wea 
relieved when it occurred to me to fix a more en- 
during mark on that place, by naming the ialaiid 
after my nephew, ** Henry," and the pretty cluster 
of wbicb it foKDM one, Underwood Group." 

Plaeea remote from the grave were now more 
disturbed by footsteps and digging than the grave 
itself, and our tracks were obliterated from the 
suid, leaves being thrown about Ipohaeara all indi- 
cations that nn'ght lead the wury aavaga to the 
resting-place of the dead. 

We wandered about the beach a short time, 
after whidi we embarked and weighed our anehor 
to retnm to Maloloi Shortly after, we di a eovere d 
flir I'i ij ise entering the Malolo PaspAtre, with 
whom we soon joined company, and anchored 
agam in iba on fhe eaat aide of Ifalelo b^ 
fore dark. 

Pi-e]>arations were now actively coninieuced to 
punish the actors in this foul deed; the arms wore 
prepared, and the pariiea duly atganisod in tlM 
course of the nif^t 

Upon tlie island of Mai 1 ; tliore are two towns, 
Sualib and Arro, The iurmer was on the south- 
west aide, and tiw reaidiMice of the principal actors 
in the massacre. Upon this I intended to inflict 
the heaviest blow. The latter, whose inhabitants 
bad also taken a part in the tragedy, and whose 
unprovoked hostility had been exhibited by th«ur 
firing upon the boala from the mangrove-oadiea, 
I determined to burn tn thr pround. It was also 
necessary to be prepared upon the water to prevent 
any attempt at escape, or (Im mere desperate effort 
to capture the veaaels, necessarily left under a 
fceUe guard. The two Utter objects were con- 
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BMtod, and Ibr tlus purpose I kept under my own 

immediate command, my gig, the first cuttei-s of 
the Vincennes and Peacock, under Lieutenanta 
Alden and Emmotta, and the tander'ia boat, vnder 
Midshipman Clark. 

The party which was to land and attack Siiahb, 
was plaee^l under the orders of Lieut«nant-Com- 
mandant Riiiggold. It was oompoaed of aevanty 
offiocts and men, «f the crews i>P the Poipoiae and 
tender, with a few nioii fr iti the boats, and was 
arranged in tbi-ee divisiuua, under Lieutenant- 
ComiiMMidant Ringgold himself, Lieatenants John- 
son and Maury. To the party were also attached 
Lieutenant North, I'aaHed-Midshipmen Sinclair 
and Eld, with AMiatttifc-Suigaon Hohnea rad 
Mr. Agate. 

The party had orden after landhig to move 

upon Sualih, destroying all the plantations (hey 
should meet on their way, sparing none except 
women and children. They were then to march 
across the iaiaod to Arro, and join me for the pur- 
pose of ro-embarkiug. Acting-Master Totten, 
',vli<. 'i\ :is too unwell to a.ssist in active operations 
on shore, was left in charge of the brig, with such 
of the crew as were on the shdc-list, and had ndm 
to prevent the native* eaonping acroM the duumel 
to Mulolo-Iai-lai. 

Nine o'clock in the morning was the hour ap- 
pointed for binding Lieutenant-Commandant Iling- 
gold's force, which was effected in good order, and 
the party being arranged in its three divisions, 
marched off. Before the diaembarkation was 
effected, two natiTcs endeavottfed to paM over to 
Malolo-lai-lai, but a well-directed dwt from Mr. 
Totten compelled them to return. 

As soon as Lieutenant-CMMMMldant fiiaggeld^s 
party had moved off, two canoes were aeen tnvn- 
ing tlie point of Malolo-lai-lai. I gave inmediate 
orders to chaac and intercept them, when, if they 
were from any other island, they were to be 
directed to return on their course, b>ut if belonging 
to they wore to be captured. All the 

boaUi pulled out, and Lieutenant Kiumons, who 
took the lead, succeeded in cutting them off from 
the abore. Through Oahu ^ua, bia interpreter, 
he frand that tiiey belonged to Halolo, and the 
men in Lientcnant Emnums's In nt \v, inu -h 
excited that they at once fired several mubket« 
into tiie canoes, by which some of the persons ia 
them WfTf^ st-n l;; fht' rrst innnediately jumped 
overboard, and bwani in various directions. Uy 
this time I had approached near enough to order 
the firing to cease» and quarter to be given. The 
Bwlrnmem were th«i picked up. Among them 
wrr? fnind one of the chiefs of Arm, the town we 
were about to attack, with a woman, a girl, and an 
infant. I directed the three hnt to be set on 
shore and liberated, telling them wc did not war 
against women and children. The men I Bent on 
board the brig, to be |)ut in irOM, and bad the 
oanoea towed alongside of her. 

As BOOB as we reaehed the town of Arro, per- 
ceiving no nativrs to oppose us, I despatched i 
Lieutenant Emmoiui to pull towards the appruacli- 
ing canoes and iuteroept them, w hile with the rest 
of the boats' crews the town of Arro was burnt. 
In doing this we met with no hindrance, fur al- 
though the place waft l nu- , i- iJently populous, 
and well fortified with a ditch and fence, it was 
ftmnd deaorled. Miany of the male hibabitaats, aa 
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I I afterwards learned, had gone to Sualib, to aid in 
the defence of that town, while others had accom- 
panied the women and children to the mountains, 
whither all their moveable property had also been 

carried. 

Having completed the destructi4)n of Arro, I 
proceeded in the gig towards the north-west point 
of the island, for the purpose of joining Lientenani 
Emmons, on rounding which, I (mserved the smolce 
of the burning of Sualib. Ah I pu" 1 an un ! the 
island, I saw many of the natives uu the highest 
praUcB, wliither they had retreated for safety, and 
others upon the beach, who, seeing the boat, 
Bed towards the mountains, iu pursuit of tliese, 
the " fiery spirits " were frequently sent, to their 
great alarm. When I bad proceeded far enough 
to get a view of tiie bay in flront of SuaUb^ ndliier 
boat nor canoes were in night, and I tunied InusIc, 
to rejoin the otiier boats otf Arro. 

On reaching them, Lieutenant Alden reporttd 
tluit he had executed the orders, and had, at high 
water, towed ofi" or destroyed all the canoes. 
During niy absence, an old man had ventured 
down to the beach, witl) two others in hia com- 
pany, and made signs tlutt be wished to speak with 
th 111. They held a parky with him, through the 
interpreter, and learned that he was the chief of 
Arr«). He tM them that he was houseless, had 
lost his property, his son, and many of his people; 
he declai-ed tliat his village bad nothing to do with 
the killinRof the Papalangis, and ofTenng pigs, &c., 
as presents, begged that we would not punish him 
any farther. 

Lieutenant- Commandant Binggold, with his 
party, reached Arro just at Hun&et. Ilia three 
divisions were separated immediately after they 
landed, in order to cover more space, and more 
eff^tually to destroy the plantations. The division 
under Lieutenant Maury wa.s the first to approach 
Sualib. As soon as the natives gut sight of it, 
they set up shoute of defiance. No signs of fear 
were exhibited, but, on the oontrsry, evcfy proof 
of a determuiation to rchist. 

Lievtsmnt-Commandaut Ringgold in a short 
time oaae np with his division, and on examining 
the defenees of the town, thought it expedient to 
await the arrival of Lieutenant .Tolmson. Upon 
the latter officer coming up, which was sltortly 
after, the three parties descended the hill, and 
approached the ditch of the town. The natives 
boldly sallied out to meet them, with a dischai'gc 
of arrows, and exliibited the utmost confidence. 
They m truth believed their town to be impregna- 
ble, tar it had hitherto withstood eveiy attack 
made by Foejee wai'riurs. Its defences evinced 
no little skill in engineering: a diich twelve feet 
wide and ftitt of mud and water, surrounded the 
whole; next came a strong palisade, built of cocoa- 
nut trunks, placed four or five feet apart, among 
which was here and there a living tree; tliis pali- 
sade was united by a fence of wicker-work, about 
ten feet high, so strong and dense as to defy all 
attempts to penetrate er even see through it; 
inside of the palisade was a second dilcli, recently 
excavated, the earth thrown up from which formed 
a parapet about four feet in thickness, and as many 
in height. In the ditch the defenders stteltered 
themselves, and only exposed their heads when 
they rose to shoot through the loopholes left in die 
palisade. As the wbnle parigr contimed to ap- 
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prooch the fortiflcAtion, our men npro d <Mtt «» M 
to outflank tlic sldniiishers, and by n tow rockets 
and a shower of balls show^ them that tliey bad 
diiret*ent enemies from F«e|ee men in deal with. 
This compt'lK'il tlirm to rrtirc williiii tlie fortifica- 
tion, mid abandon all oa its outside to destruction. 
When the Bkirmishen had retired into tho for- 
tr«R8| h\l united in loud shouts of Uko-msi (come 
on I), flonrtsliing their speam and dalM. 

Our party liavin<j approHclied within ahout 
seventy fe>et of tlie stockad($, o})t.>ned its fire ou tlte 
fortification. Now was seen, what many of thoae 
present had not bofore believed, the expertness 
with which these people dodge a rfiot at tne flash 
of a gun. ThoH(? who w t re the uinst incredulous 
befiire, were now satisfied that they could do tlus 
effeetwitlly. 

Tor ahout fiftrpn minutes rvn obstinate resistance 
was kept up witii raviskotry laid arrows. In tliis 
the women fmd children were as actively engaged 
as the men, and sU made » prudi^kos dimoor. 
After the above time, the none dtminialied, the 
deffnce slackmeil, ami many were scon to make 
their escipe from a ^te which was intentionally 
left unattacked, carrying the dead and wounded on 
their backs. A nx'kct, of which Revcinl hrt l 
already been tried without visible t-llect, now struck 
ono of the thatched roofs; a native sprmig up to 
tear it off, but that moment was his last, and the 
roof Immediately bunt into flames. Upon this 
Lieutenant Coniuianclant Ringgold recalled several 
ufliuers who were desirous of Btoiininp the town 
through its small gate, an attempt Nvliich, even if 
successful, must huv«- been attended with loss of 
life on our pnrt, ami which the success of tlio 
rocket practice rondi'i'ed unncccssai'v. To forcr 
Uie gate would have been a difficult operation, had 
it been defended with the least pertinacity, for it 
w.is consfnu t.'rI hi tlio manner of a fish-weir. The 
natives, as has beeu seen, had, iu addition to their 
UTOWB, clubs, spears, and muskets; but the latter 
were so nnskUfuUy handled as to do little damage, 
for they, as 1 had before been informed was tlieir 
practice, put charges into them according to the 
size of tJie person they intended to shout at. They 
believe that it requires a larger load to kill a large 
m.an than it does to kill a small one. The bows 
and arrows were fijr the most part vised by the 
women. 

The moment tlie flames wore found to be spread- 
ing, a scene of oraifbsion ensued that baffles de- 
scription. The shouts of men were intermingled 
with the cries and shrieks of the women and chil- 
dren, the roaring of tho fire, the bursting of the 
h;iiiiboo8, and an occasional voll' } of musketry. 

The lioat became ho iriteuse, lliai Lieutenant- 
Commandant Hinf,'i;(ild drew off the divisions to a 
cocoa-nut grove in the neighbourhood, where be 
waited until the conflsgvsnon should hare ex- 
hausted it3 fury. After the lapse of an hour, the 
wliolc town was reduced to ashes, and a few of tlie 
officers and men were able, although with difliculty, 
to enter within its ditch. It was evident that large 
quantities of water and provisions (pigs, &c.) had 
been stored up, in the antici|>atiou of a long siege. 
Numerous cluba^ spears, bowa and arrows, with 
several muskets, were picked up, together with 
fish-npts, taps, &c., and tho cap of l it iit,"naTit 
Undeinvood. Only four bodies were f<>uud, among 
whtMn WM that of a child, whidi had boeii 



during the conflagration, apparently deserted, and 

in ft state of danger, from which duv mon would 
gladly have relieved it, had it been possible. 

Om pwty anshidned but little injury. Only one 
man was struck by a ball, whicli, however, did no 
other harm than to tear his jacket. SevenU were 
wounded by arrows, but only S.amuel Stretch, 
quarter-gunner, so severely as to cause any adici- 
tode. 

After thr destruction of the town, the third 
division, under Lieutenant Maury, was ordered to 
return to the brig, along the beach of tlte western 
side of the island. This route was chosen for the 
sake of the wounded man, who was unable to travel 
over the hills. The fii~st .Tud second divisions 
marched across the island to the town of Arro. 
The offieers describe tiie scene that lay before 
them, when they had reached the highest part of 
the ground that lay in their route, as extronety 
beautiful. In the valley bctow thelBDi, and «B 
declivities of the hills, were to be noi yam and 
taro-patches kept in ^te nee test order, with the 
small yam-h(uises (lulolo) in tlie midst, surrounded 
by groves of tall cocoa-trees, and plantations of 
bananas. All looked quiet and peaceful, in strong 
contrast to the exciting contest iu which tlM y l ad 
just been engaged, and the character of Uic ruth- 
less and murderous race who had besn tha «oen- 
pants of the amfling valley. 

Lientenanl-Commsndsiit Ringgold, with theae 
divisions, rcachr.d tho beach of Am. nt >'unset, 
when a ]>art of tlie men were embarked in the 
canoes and boats. Lieutenant Alden was at once 
despatched round the island in the cutter, for the 
purpose of i>?ndering assistance to Lieutenant 
Manry, but he arrived too late to be of service. 

While theae transactions were taking pUoe on 
the island, the wator also l>ecanBe the aoene of a 
coiidict. Lieutenant Emmons, who had In rn de- 
spatched to iiiteruept the five canoes, reported to be 
seen fr«)m the ridge, pulled round the island with- 
out discovering them. While making this circuit, 
he fell iu with the party under Lieutenant North, 
and t<M)k tlie wounded man into the bo«t, leaving 
one of his eight in his place. Ue then pulled to the 
brig, whew ha fsftss h e d 'hb men, and in the afler- 
n(toii proceeded round Malolo-lail.n to Kcarrh for 
the canoes, supposing the}' might huv e etjcupedaud 
besn diBwn iqk m the mangnva-bushea. He aoon, 
howeTor, disoovwed the enamy poling along «n the 
outer re^ towards Malolo-bifau. They were aom»- 
wliat separated when first seen, but as he approach- 
ed, the weatherinost made sail to leeward to join 
their oompanions, and when they had accomplished 
this, all struck their sails and advanced tn attack 
him, manoeuvring together. Iu each canoe there 
were about eight warriors, having a kind of breast- 
work to protect them from the shot, while Idaole- 
nant EmmonsVi boatHi erew eonsisted only of seven. 

short hut severe contest, only one of the 
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canoes escaped ; the others were all captured, 
together with their warriors. Lieutenant Emmons 
reached the brig, with three of hia prises^ a little 
before midnight. 

Shortly after daylight, a few natives were seen 
ou tlie beach opposite to the tender. 1 bad been 
hoping throughout the night that aoma o wrtuiw 
would be made, and at once took my gig, with tho 
interpreter, and pulled for them. As we approached 
the edge «f the reef, which waa now bam, it beinf 



Digitized by Google 



AXMknKMit, fEBJEB GROUP. fiil»>hrt«n«fll»e*kfcMi* ^ 



low watar, all the lueii retired, leaving a v<>uag 
iMtive woman standing, wHih die different articles 
nenr lier Lylongiiig to Lipntennnt Underwood and 
Midshipman Henry. She held a white cock in her 
arms, which she was desirous of my Rcceptinf»; but, 
believing it to be aa emblem of peaoe with this 
people, (whldt I foond afterwards was tiie ease,) I 
refust'd it, but took the other articles. I dt^clined 
the paciBc ofTering, because I had no idt>a uf 
making peaft; with them until it should be sued 
fur after their own fasliion. I had obtained a 
safRcient knowledge of their manners and customs 
to know tliat it w.i.s uhu.tI for them, wluni ileft ated, 
and at tlie mercy of their enemies, to beg pardon 
and sue tor mwey, before the whole of the lUtaek" 
ing party, in order that all might be witnesses. I 
aliiu knuw that they never acknowledged them- 
selves conquered unless this was done, and would 
coostntA my failing to require it of them into an 
admindon (fiat I hm n >t succeeded in overcoming 
them. Many messages were, indeed, deliverini to 
me by this girl from the chiefs, expressive of their 
sorrow for having attacked and killed oar IHtle 
ehiefo; but, in Feejee language, this amounted to 
nothing ; and I was determined to receive from 
tliem a formal acknowledgment of defeat, accord- 
ing to their own mode, before 1 made peace with 
them, however anxlons T wm to avoid any more 
blo<)d>shi'd. 1 tliri*' f T-r sent tlic cliiofH and people 
a message that they must come and beg pardon 
and sue for mercy, before all our warriors, on a hill 
thnt I pointed out, on tlie soutli etui of the island, ; 
saying that I should land there in a little while to 
receive them, and that if they did not eoHM tbey 
must be responaibie fur the ooniequeneefli 

At about dght o'doek I went on boinrd the Por- 
|)oIse, w ! I IV I had in confinement a chief of Arro 
a»d Some of his followers, ill order that the fears 
of the people of the island might not induce them 
to n^lect the opimrtunity of asking for peace, and 
knowmg that this chief would have great influence 
in bringing about the result I desired. I had an 
interview with him in the cabin. The first question 
I put to hhn alarthd bhn not a Ktde : it was, whe- 
ther he couM trust his life in the hands of any of 
his people that were uu board with him; for it was 
my intention to send a messenger fit>m among tliose 
natives on board to the chiefs and people of the 
isUnd, and if he did not execute it and return at 
the appointed time, I should shoot him. His eyes 
grew very large, he hesitated, and then spoke very 
quickly. At last he said, ** Yes;** but that be 
would like the two y tinker boys to he sent, WiUhtf 
were the best and most trustworthy. Mf object 
was nnw fully explained to him; and after he 
thoroughly miderstood tlie penalty both to himself 
and the people of the island, be entered warmly 
into my views, as he ] !■ rived that by 8o doing 
he would at once regain hia own liberty, and save 
his island from farther derastaUon. 

'I'lie boys, who were respectively about fifteen 
and seventeen years of age, were then called into 
the cabin. I took two roods, and repeated, through 
the interpreter, the messages^ which the chief took 
great pains to make them tmderstand. They were 
to this effect : that the %vhole of the natives of the 
island should come to me by the time the sun wae 
overhead, to beg pardon and soe for merey; and 
that if they did not do so, they must expect to be 
exterminated. This being fully understood by the 



boys, they were landed, tlie chief having previously 
assured them that hie lifo depended on their good 
conduct and haste in executing tlieir clmrge. 

Every thitig was now prepared, agreeably to tlie 
orders of the night before, and the whole force 
was landed ; but instead of moving on to make 
farther devastation and destruction, we aaeended 
t!ir> pastern knoll. This is covered with a beautiful 
copse (if casuarina trees, resembling somewhat the 
pines of our own country. Here we took OUT 
station, and remained from about ten in the morn- 
ing till four o'clock in the afternoon. 

Till day was peifectiy serene, and the island, 
which, but a few hours before, had been one of the 
toveliMt spots in ereation, was now entirely bUd 
waste, showing the place i f tli injissacre, (lie 
ruined town, nml the devastated plantations. The 
eye wanilercd over tiie dreary waste to the beau- 
tiful expanse of waters beyond and around, with 
the long lines of white sparkling reefs, until it 
rested, far in the distance, on tlie small green spot 
where we bad performed the last rites to our mur- 
dered coropanlemKi A gentle breese, wbidi ms 
blowing tlirongh the casuarina trees, gave out the 
moaning auund that is nttered by the ptnes of our 
own country, producing a feeling of depression 
inseparable from the occasion, and bringing vividly 
to my thoughts the sad impression which thb 
melancholy :iud dreadful occurrsnoo wauld bring 
upon those who were far away. 

Towards four o'clock, the sound of distant 
wailings was heard, which gradually drew nearer 
aud nearer. At the sjimc time, the natives were 
seen passing over the hills towards us, gi\ing an 
effect to the whole scene which will be long tranie 
in my memory. They at length reached die foot 
of till' hill, but would conic no farther, until as- 
.sured that their petiliim would be received. On 
receiving this a.<»urance, they wound upward, and 
in a short time about forty men appeared, crouch- 
ing on tlieir hands and knees, and occa.siunally 
st()pping to utter piteous moans and wailings. 
When within thirty feet of us, tliey Bto|)pcd, and 
an old man, their leader, in the most piteous 
manner, begged pardon, supplicating forgiveness, 
and pledging that they would never do die like 
agitiu to a w hite man. He said, that they acknow- 
ledged themselves conquered, and that the island 
belonged to us ; that they were our slaves, and 
would do whatever I dt sired ; that they had lost 
evei^ thing; that the two great chiefs of the island, 
and all their beat warriors, had been killed, all 
their provisions destroyed, and their houses bunied. 
They acknowledged a los3 of fifty-seven killed. 
Whether the twenty-five that were opposed to 
Lieutenant Emmons were included in this number, 
I know not, bnt I am rather inetined to believe 
that they were; for accounts subseipiently received, 
give tlie same number. They deciiuiud that they 
were now convinced that they never could make 
war against the white men (Papalangis) ; and that 
they had brought two of the chiefs daughtcni as a 
]>rcsent for the gi'eat chief. Dui'ing the whole 
time that the old man was speaking, they all 
renudned bent down with thefar beads to the 
ground. 

I asked them many questions, and, among others, 
what had induced them to murder the little chiefs. 
They acknowledged that the officers had done them 
no hum, Wld Conf^Msed that they had been killed 
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without the slightest cause. They Rtated that all 
the murderers were sbuu^ aod that the act was 
planned and eKeevted 1>y the people of SwUI^ 

none of "h im were then present, or could be 
found ; and said that the persons prunent were the 
only unes uninjured. Some of the officers believed 
tliat they recognised several of them as having 
been in we light I then, ihrooftih mm hilerpretc r, 
dwelt upon the atrocity of tl.i ir > rime, and pointed 
out to them how justly v.u wero offended with 
them, and how much they deserved the puiiiBh- 
ment they had received. I told them they niiglit 
consider themselves fortunate that we did not 
exterminate thcin ; and further assured them, that 
if over a like act was committed, or any a gg ress io n 
on the wbitee ftgi^ took pUce, the most terrible 
I niislini- lit would await them; that vi ill! not 
witdi tu do them any harm, but Came among them 
as firiende, and wished to be treated as stidi ; that 
they must now see the fully of opposing u«, ns they 
had lost their b^t warriors, while we iiad not lii»t 
one; tliat we never fought against women or chil- 
dren, and never received any gifia or presents; 
that I granted than pardon, but they muet do as 
I was about to direct them. 

I then tt>ld them, that to-morrow, very early, 
they must all come to the town of Arro unarmed, 
nnd bAug back every article they had taken from 
the officers, with what provisions they could gather, 
and that they would be employed to bring water 
for the vessels. This was according to their eus- 
toras, that the eonquered should do woric for the 
victors. 

They readily assented to all these demands, but i 
said that many of the articles belonging to the 
little ehie& must hftve been destroyed by fire, and 
that they knew not where to obtain them, or where 

to find any tiling to eat. I knew that the last 
assertiou whs fulae, as I had seen many plantations 
on the north-west side of the Mand which had not 
suffered, nni remained untouched. I tlierefore 
told tlu-iii Uu y mubt comply with all they had been 
ordered to do. 

They were then diimia8ed,aod instant^ vanished 
from belbra us. Orders were now given to embark, 
and we reached the vessels at f-,msi t, 

I had groat reason to be eatiuhcd with the result 
of this day's proceeding! ; for I fslt, thnt after 
admiui8terin;r to the savages a vrry severe punish- 
ment, I had probably effected ihu dL^Uiible end of 
preventing any further bloodshed. 

Early on the morning of the 28Ui, the tender 
and brig got under way, and aneluned off the town 
of Arro, wli ti- the natives, to the nunil n r of 
seventy, came down to tho beach, with every ap- 
pearance of humility, to carry into effect the terms 
we had made with them. The water-bags and 
breakers were given to them to fill and bring to 
the beach for the boats. They found this very 
hard work, and often expressed tberoaelvee to the 
intorpreten, who were nHth ^e offieem Attending 
to the duty, that it would have been as well for 
them to have been killed in battle as to die of luurd 
work. They toiled thus until nearly sunset, and 
procured about three thousand gallons of water for 
us. They also brought twelve good-sized nigs for 
the crews, 10010 yuoM Mid aboat three uuraaaad 
coooa nuts. 

Among the avtiiaka iMtoied, waa the ailver 
w«teh M Lieotenant UnderwocNl^ alnoal entire^ 



melted up, and A piee* «f the ey-glaia «f Hidabip- 

man Uenrv. 
When I went on shoxei, I eaiw the ebief and 

about twenty of the old men, who were not able to 
take part in the work. I had a long talk with 
them, throu^ the interpreter, and explained to 
them thai my had brought this trouble upon 
thenifldvea. I pitted out, particularly, that the 
blow had fallen upon the town of Arro, as w l11 as 
upon that of Suaiib, because its inlmbitauta bad 
fired at the boats from the mangrove-bushes, which 
wa.<? wrong ; and If it occurred agjiin, or they ever 
molested the Tapalangis, they would meet with 
exemplary punishment. They all listened with 
great attuition, and said it should never occur 
again ; and that when any Papalangis came to thehr 
ialand, they would do every thing for thenily and 
treat them as friends and chiidrt^ju 

At evening, I bad tlie chief who waaewrpfll- 
souer brouglit np and liberated. He had now, fram 
the death of the one at Suaiib, become the highest 
chief of the island. I gave him good advice, and 
assured him, that if be allowed any white man to 
be injured, be would looner or htlbBr be pnniahed. 
He pruinisod mo, that as long as he lived they 
should always be treated aa frie ud& aiid children ; 
that h« would be the first to befriend them ; that 
he now considered the island as belonging to the 
PapoJangis ; that he had noted all that 1 had said; 
that it was goi)d, and he would be very careful to 
observe it ; that he would, if he had' no canoe, 
swim off to the white people's ehipa to do them all 
thr snrvice in his power ; and that his people 
should do &o also. He was then, with the natives 
who had been captnred* put on ^ore. When thegr 
hiuded, the whole popuMion wen heard eiying and 
wailing over hhn at nia return. 

The above aj-e all the important facts relative to 
this tragical affair, both to the natives and oar> 
selves. I feel UtUe dispoaed to cast blame maj 
where, but it nnist be apparent that if the precau- 
tious directed iu the orders given for the conduct 
of the officers on boat duty had been adhered to, 
this miafortune would not have oecutred. It ii 
therefore to be regretted, that a striet regard had 
not been paid to these ordta-s, and that care and 
watchfulness to preserve and keep all on their 
guard had not been eonstantly manifested. It is 
difficult to imagine Ivnv H'»me r,f tlu' officers should, 
in spite of all warnings, iiave indulged an over- 
confidence in the peaceable disposition and good 
intentioas of the natives; and it ia still mure aur- 
prising that fhie eboutd have been the ease with 
Lieuteimnt Alden, who had charge of the j arty 
for the time being, and who had firequenlly ex- 
pressed himself sjitished, and had also warned 
others, that the natives of Malolo were not to be 
trusted. This oi>inion wa« m>t adopted by him 
without good grounds ; for <>n his former visit, 
about six weeks before, they liad shown a dispoei- 
tion to eat off tiie ianndi and first eutter, of wnieh 
he 'vn^ tfirii in charge. Tlu rc wrui no absohjte 
nece^ity for obtaiuiug provisions, and still less for 
bis allowing Lieutenant Underwood to renuun an 
hour and a half on shore, chaffering for two or 
three pigs, when they knew the tender was in sight, 
and that she wonklnadi the piaee of xandanmaa 
before night. 

The whole of Ob aflfieting tngedy I eaanoHmt 
helisTe grew out of a want of proper 
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W»tohfu)D€t8s over the hostage, after he had aliown 
a dispoeitioD to escape, and a heedlessness that it is 
impossible t'> look at without astonishment. The 
hostage certainly would never have attempted to 
escape, had there been a proper fjuard kept over 
him while in the boat ; and from the evideiMe of 
mTI thoMwho w«m on duMW, it app«an 
thnt no diituKlMiieetookplMeiinliltn««M 
made. 

I am w«n aware, Uiat all Q» cOeen and men 
present were not at the time satisfied with the 
pnnishment inflicted. Many of them even thought 
that all in any way concerned IB the inillder OOght 
to liave been pat to death. 

But I felt men as I do now, that the ponidniieBt 
WHS sufficient and effectual, while it vras accompa- 
nied, as far aa it could be, witii mercy. Some, no 
doubt, will look upon it as unnecessarily severe ; 
but if they dnlj considered the wanton murders 
that have been committed on the whites in this 
group of isl vn ls, rn^n ly to gratify the desire of 
pltmder or the horrid appetite for cannibal re- 
paati, they woold eetteely think the poniehnient 
too severe. 

The warriors of this island were looked ui>ou as 
a nest of pirates even by the rest of the group, 
and had their great crime been suffered to go un- 
punished, wonTd in all probability have become 
more fejirlosa an I l.irin^ than ev* j 

The blow I iutiicted not only required to be 
done promptly and effigetnally, as a ponidmiettt for 
the murder of my officers, but was richly deserved 
for litlier outrages. It could not have fallen upon 
any place where it would have prodnoed us much 
effect, in impressing the whole ^roap with a full 
sense of our power and determination to punish 
such aggfessions. 

Such has been itf effect on the people of &Ialolo>, 
that tbej have riaee been fimnd the moat eivil» 
harmless, and well-disposed natives of the group. 

Notwithstanding that the opinion of all the 
officers who were pres^ent and cognizant of all the 
fiMta was, that I had not gone fir enoiisb in the 
punishment I had inflicted, I feond myeeu charged 
on my return hy the administration, as guilty of 
murder, and of acting on this ocoauon in a eruel, 



merciless, and fyrannicai manner. To make out 
tbe latter ehai^, ft wai alleged that I had made 

the natives actually crawl to niy feet to beg pardon. 
The part of the whole afTair for which I take aome 
credit to myself is, that when I judged it bad b^ 
come necpMiiy to poniah, it was in like naaner 
obligatory on me to stndj how it rauld be done 
most efTectually ; and {rr>n\ the knowledge I had 
obtained of tbe customs of the natives, during the 
time I had beea engaged in the group, I was en* 
abled to perform this pninfnl though necessary 
duty, in a manner that made it vastly more effec- 
tual, hy refjuiring of them their own forms of sub- 
miseion, and thor own modes of acknowledging 
def^l 

All the facta of the case nrc Vi f. rp tny country- 
men, and they will be able to judge whether I 
should, fiw my eondaet in the punishment of this 
atrocious massacre, have been arraigned on a 
charge of murder, and of acting in a cruel, merci- 
less, and tyrannical manner, and this without any 
previous inquiry into the fiusts or motives that led 
to my aetiAns, and merely on tte report of a few 
discontented officers of the squadron, whom th-^ 
good of the service cumpelied me to S4>nd back to 
the United States. Nor were these grave chargee 
made known to me until two days before tlM aouK 
was convened for my trial upon them. 

The reunion of the several vessels of the squa- 
dron did not give rise to ttie feeling of pleasure 
which had attended saeh meelingB on other oe- 
casionB. A deep gloom on the contrary was spread 
over the minds of all by the melancholy fate of 
their comradcB, wtio had been the victims of tlie 
butehery at Malolo. In honour of their memories 
a f^eral sermon was preached, on the lOlh of 
August, hy the chiqidaiii, before the swsmbied 
offiours and crews. 

On the 10th of August, in the aftemeon, the 
squadron beat down to Mali, and all thn Tioceesary 
preparations were made for going to (<ea the next 
day. 

On takiiw our final departure from these islsndl^ 
all of us felt great pleasure ; Vendori atone msni- 
fested his feeling by shedding teaxB at tlM lust 

view of his native land. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 
HAWAIIAN GROUP, OB SANDWICH ISLAND& 
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I NOW made signal to the Porpoise to part eoin- 
pany, and despatched the tender to run along the 
Bsa-Nof aa fluf at Round Tdaad, before sh^ng 

ber course for Oahu in the Sandwich fslanda. 
All the necessary arrangements with Captain 



Hudson being complete by tliis time, I determined 
that the vessels should part company. Our pas- 
sage to Oahu, I dunightf woold jurobably be expe- 
dited by this course, — a matter of some iniimrt.inee, 
in consequence of tho low state of our stock of 
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would, moreover, I oonceived, be a better oppor- 
tunity of Marching for aome doubtful islands, aiid 
of obtainii)g information in relation to the currents 
and winds. The vesseb therefore parted com* 
pany on the •vming of the 1 4th of August. 

On the 15th, tlie winds inrlin- il more to the 
soutli; and on the ICtli, un iioard tiie Vincennes, 
we had variable winds, veering to the northward. 
I therefore tMked to the eastward, m order to 
fak» advantagv of die change of wind in making 
easting. 

On the 18lh, the weather was tine and the wind 
still light; tropio^biidB and tern v/«n Men, and a 

constant look-out wna krpt, in the rxjirctation of 
seeing Innd. This was the second anuiversary of 
our sailing from the United States. 

On the 10th, we made an island in the iieigh> 
bouvhood of me poeition nseigned to Kemins* or 
Gardner's Island. Its true place is in li\*ti n l* 
40 37' 42" S., longitude 174** 40' 18" W. This is 
a low coral t;^Iand, liaving a ahallow lagoon hi the 
centre, into wliich there is no navigahle passag(>; 
but tlie reef vu thu western biHe is go inw that the 
tide can flow into the lagoon. ]3ciieving tiiis to be 
the ialMid discovered by Captain Gardner, I have 
retuned hie name. 

At ten on the morning of thr- T9th, hrcakera 
were discovered from the mnstiiead, and hy noon a 
small island was seen, to which I gave tlie name 
of the man who Hret saw it, — M'Kean's Island. 
In the afternoon, boats were despatched to sur- 
vey it. 

M'Kean's Island is composed of coral sand and 
bloeln, and is threo-fbnrtho of a mile long, by half 
a mile wide. It rises twenty-five feet above the 
level of the sea, and has upon it no vegetation 
except a scanty fpKiwth of coarse gmaa. Ine inrf 
was too heavy to permit a landing. 

Our observations {tlace M'Kean's Island tii 
longitude 174° 17' 26 " W., and latitude 2f 35' 10" 
&, and it lies about nortli-north-eaBt aixtjr miles 
fivm Utiat of Kemins. 

On the 2Cth we made land, which proved to be 
a lagoon ibland, about sixty miles to the westward, 
of tM poeition of Sydney Island. At ten o'clock, 
being near it, the boats were lowered and sent 
round one side of the island, while the ship pro- 
ceeded round the other. 

This island was not fonnd on any chart; 1 there- 
fore ealled it Hall's Islimd, in hononr of that dis- 
tinguished officer of our navy. It has no doubt 
been frequently taken for Sydney Island. Its 
north-west point lies in longitade VJV 20' 08" W., 
and latitude 4° 29* 48" S. 

Enderhury's Island, in tatllade 8^ If S., longi- 
tude 171* 8' 30" W., is a coral island, with a dry 
lagoon, three miles long, by two imd a half wide. 
The southern end is the widest, and on it are two 
clumps of stunted shrubs and plants, consisting of 
cordia, toumefortia, portulaca, boerhaavia, &c. 
The northern end is almost bare of vegetation, 
with the exception of a smaU running vine (oon- 
vdlvirins maritima). 

Missing Bimie's Island, and feeling that it w as 
necessary' fur us to be making our way to tlie 
Sandwich Islands, on account of the shortncB^ of 
our provisions, I tacked to tlic northward, after 
having spent thirteen days in this vicinity. 

On the SSd of Sspteoibw we made Ite iafauad ef 



Oahn, and afaod in for what those who had been 
there before, and professed to have a knowledn of 
the land, said was the situation of Honolulu. They 

all know its locality to be under our lee, and I 
ordered the course accordingly. On approachiog 
the land there waa no town to be seen, and every 
one til* n I n w that a mistake had been made, of 
which no one wai) willing to assume tlie blame. 
Instead of being off Honolulu, we were under the 
high land of Mauna Kaala, on the west side of 
Oahu, near the small village of Wainsi. 

The appearance of Oanu i-^ l y n • T;ir;Lii-; in- 
vitingi it has a greater resemblance to the desert 
coast of Peru uun any other of the PolToesiaa 
islands we had visited, and ha«t as little appearance 
of cultivation. The country would be termed at 
first sight barren and rocky. The land in places 
is very much hrdMO, and rises into high ridge^ 
here and there ffivided hy deep and narrow tn▼inei^ 
with little vegetation, cxtei t on the mountain 
ranges. From the publislieti deseriptions of the 
Hawaiian Idands, I was prmied to sse them, 
and particularly Oahu, a perfect garden. I was 
inclined to impute my dimippointment to our ap- 
proach being made on its lee side, which is un- 
usual; hut 1 regret to say that any side of it, 
when seen fW>m the sea, is Tsry fiir ftom having 
an inviting appearance. 

I now made a tack off, and by fotir o'clock we 
saw the town of Honohdu, which is very eonspiea- 
ous from tlte sea, and has more Uie appearance of 
a civilized land, with itn churches and spires, than 
any other island in Pol} u la. 

On the moniuig of the 24tb we came to anchor 
in the roads, and fonnd the tender l»d arrived a 
few days hefore us, ail wel!. 

On landing, a great uprtiar prevailed, and groups 
presented themselves to view, so motley thafe it 
would be difHcnlt to describe their dress or a|^ 
pearance. Thei-e ar*, indeed, few places where so 
great a diversity in dress and language exists as at 
Honolulu, The majority were in well-wom Eu- 
ropean dolhing, put en m the most fimdlU man- 
ner; but upon the whole, I should say that the 
crowd were scantily covered, some being half- 
dressed, many shirtless, none fully clothed, and 
numbers of them with nothing on but the maro. 
1 had been led to expect a greater appearance of 
civilization. The women were all clad in long 
loose garments, like bathing-dresses, and many of 
them were sporting in flie water as if it bad b«en 
their native element. Some of these natives wore 
the sinjple tapa, thrown over their shoulders, 
which gave them a much more respectable appear- 
ance than those who were clothed in east^ gar> 
ments. 

Every thing is earth-colour, with the exceptii.n 
of a few' green blinds. Tlie streets, if so they may 
be called, Imve no regularity as to width, and are 
ankie-deep in light dust mKl «and. Little pains 
are taken to keep them clean from oflal; and, in 
some places, offensive sink-holes strike the senses, 
in which are seen wallowing some old and oorpup 
lent hogs. One of these, which was pointed cat to 
U8 as 1 1 1 jti ^ing to the king, was tabooed, and con- 
sequently a privileged personage. The walk on 
shore, however, after 00 long a eonfinemeni to flw 
ship, was agreeable. 

On the 30th of September, the Peacock reached 
Oahv, all welL On pavttaig oenpany wHb the 
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Vincennes, Captain Hudson jtasKcd over the p<jsi- 
tion assiijited to a reef, by Captain Swain, in longi- 
tude 176^ 56' W., Utitade HP 55' S.» without seeing 
any thing uf it, and eonfinning to the northward, 
crossed the line on tlie 27th of August. 

Tho Pur|Hiise aiTived at Oahu on the 8th of 
October, all well. 

Vatoa, or Turtle Island, as dfitcmnined hy the 
Porpoise, lies in latitude lif oO' S., lungitude 17ti° 
37' 45'" W. It was fuund to be tlu-ee miles long, 
by one and a quarter mil« wide. The reef ex- 
tends all around the island, and is from one and a 
half to two niilrs wi Ir. Tho island contains about 
fifty inhabitants, who have native missionaiieSy and 
arc Clmstiaaa : they have but a scanty Mpply of 
food, and no water is to bo obtuned. 

We met wiUi a warm reception at the Hawaiian 
lalauds. The governor, Kt kuanaoa, kindly placed 
at my disposal the large stone house belungine to 
Kdmnluooi, in the equaM when the tomb in wlndi 
the royal family are interred is situated. Tlie 
tomb was at that time undergoing some repairs. 
The state cufHnR, which are lichly ornamented with 
aearlet and gold cloth, and in two of which the 
bodies of the late king, Liho-liho, and bb wife 
wen: brought from Elngland, m the frigate Blonde, 
were deposited in the house I was to occupy. The 
govemor had them at onee removed to the 
tomb, and in two days I was comfortably esta- 
blished, and engaged in puttii^( up my instru- 
ments, and getting veady to cany on our dtoM 



It win now be WBCOwiTy for me to enter into 

some particulars relative to the future operations 
of the squadron, in order to show the difficulties 
tiiat had to be encountered at this part of the 
cruise. Before reaching Oahu, 1 was convinced 
tiiat it would be altogt'tUei' too late to attempt any 
thing on the north-west coast of America this 
year, and to winter theve would have rendered us 
liable to eontHMt AseMee to whidi the meo would 
have been too prone, after the hard Rervice they 
had seen in the tropics ; besides, I wa^ averse to 
passing our time in comparative inactivity, and I 
wished to make the most of the force tnat had 
been intrusted to my charge. As my instructions 
had not contemplated such an event, I was k ft to 
my' own judgment and resources, to chouse the 
eowBe which would prove tiie mort beneficial to 
our connnrrci , and to science ; I had also to take 
into account vbat we could accomplish in some 
Other dirt ct 1 11, prior to the end of April* wben the 
season would become favourable for car opera- 
tions on the north-west coast, and in the Coltambia 
River. 

Ou our way&om the Feejees, various hints were 
tlirown out that the times of the crew had expired, 
and that tliey would not reship. I uoderstuod their 
disposition, however, and had little apprehension 
of their being led astray by those who wen; dis- 
poeod to create difficuitiee among them. Theii' 
timoi hi tlieir opinion, woald expire on the let of 
November; in i >y mind this construction was at 
least donbtful, tlie wording of the articles being, 
that '* they shipped for tliree years from tlie 1 st of 
November, 1R37, to return with the vessels to a 
port of safety in the United Stotes." The latter 
clause certiiinly contemplated the possibility of the 
expiration of the time prior to their return, and 
tbmftm tho oinM^ment waa not Innited to three 



yiars ; nur did it allow of my discharging any of 
them by paying them off in full, or of my crippling 
or retarding the duties of the expedition. Many 
of the men spoke very sensibly on the subject, and 
expres.sed a desire to finish the cruise, which they 
would be glad to do by reshipping, a course by 
which they weald beeome entttled to aBO-fourth 
more pay ; others again seemed desirous of pro- 
ducing discord, in which they were encouraged by 
the imprudent language of a few of the officers, 
whether with the intention of producins discon- 
tent, I bnow not. Thia indiocretion, however, 
waa pimnptly ar rortc d on its beooming Imown 
to me. 

As I was obliged to make a deviation from the 
original cruise pointed out hi my instructions, 
which would extend its dura! ion, I thought it 
but just that new articles should be opened ; and 
in order that all should be placed on an equal 
footing, I included the erew of the Porpoise, as 
well as all those who had joined the squadron 
previous to our last soutliern crui^, A large 
majority of the crew re-entered fat eighteen 
months, on doing which they reoeiTed three montlis* 
pay and a week's liberty. The few who declined, 
told me, that it was not from any dislike they had 
to the ahip or service, hut having families at 
home, they widied tu avoid a longer separation 
from them. About fifteen of them took passage 
in vessels that were bound to the United States. 

The character of sailors was oddly exliibited on 
this occssion ; the man who, before sniving, had 
protested most strennously that be would not re- 
ship, was the first t i place his name on the roll, as 
I had predicted he would be; their cuuduct cauttcd 
much amusement, and showed how little sailors 
know their own minds. CapUtin H iidson addressed 
his crew, confidently expecting that every man 
would volunteer to reship, and on his desiring all 
to pass to the other side who did not wiah to reship, 
the whole crew passed over ; yet witiiin eight- 
nnd-forty hours they had all re-entered, with 
the exception of three or four, who held out for 
a tinwy to show, as th^ ssid, their indepen* 
dence. 

It now became necessary to supply the places of 
those who had left the squadron, and thus to com- 
plete our effective complement. Instead, however, 
of resorting to picking up thoworthlese, dissipated, 
and worn-out vagabonds of all nationw, v, h > liave 
been wandering; from i&iaud to islaud lor years, 
without any object or emplo^-ment, I concluiud to 
take n number of Ksaakss, and enter them upon 
such terms that I could at any moment discharge 
them. 

The authorities of Oahu were applied to through 
our consul, and readily agreed to tho men bemg 
employed, provided they were returned to the 
island agreeably to their own laws. Articles of 
agreement were consequenllv entered into to this 
effect^ 1^ which I bound the government of the 
United States to return them sner Aefar s w vie es 
were no longer needed ; and a stipulation was 
made that the rations of spirits should not be 
drawn by thsnu I was thus asstired of having at 
least sober men. Word was sent to the different 
parts of the Island for those who were disposed to 
enter, to assemble on a given day at the fort,\inder 
the authority of the governor. Upwards of five 
hundred ncn assemblsd In consequene^ out of 
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whom Captain Hudaotl and 
fifty, all able-bodied Mid aetiv« javoag umd, in per- 
iMt health. 

The authority for thus oompletinj^ our oomiile- 
ment of bands is contained iu the Act of Congress 
of Mardi tiM-Srd, 1813; the ninth MCtion of 

which providi>fl aa foUuwfi : ** That nothing in this 
act contained hIwiII be utnstrued to prohibit aiiy 
commander or master, of a public or private ves- 
sel of the United States, whilst in a fare^gn oonntry 
or place, from reodving any American wamen, in 
coiifi rDiity to law, or nu/'flyin ! (/"'/ 'I t'rl ncy of 
teamen on board mch tetad, by employing American 
seamen or mbjeett of iueh foreym country, the em- 
ployment of whom shall not if pmliil it; i! hy the 
laws thereof." Yet, notwithstanding my acting 
under this ninth section, on my return home it was 
alleged Out 1 b«l Tiolated the fiiM section of thia 
■me act, and It uras made ene of the chargee 
against me by tlu ■ r 'tftry of the Navy. The 
whole act in to be fouud in Story's Lawis of tlie 
United States, vol. it. p. 809. 

It was highly necessary for the Bervice I was 
engaged in, to enlist these men for a time ; it was 
done according to law ; all the circuniHtances 
were duly reported to the goverameut in my 
next deapatobiMr and my comloot «m nol ob- 
jected to until the ebaxgaa were made ont against 
me. 

I wtA now enabled to complete my phins of 
operation, and every exertion was made forthwith 
to put the vessels in condition for service, half 
of tlie crews being retained on board to proceed 
with the outfits, while the re«t were on liberty. 

The aervtces on whidi I proporad to employ the 
vessels of the squadron, were as follows, viz. : 

Captain Hudson, in the Peacock, accompanied 
bjr the tender, was to be inatmeted to ntarn to the 
Samoan Gmnp, and re-examine the eorveva made 
by the Flying- Fish and boats, of the sonui side of 
Upoln, in which I had detected oversights, and 
Buspeeted neglect ; to seek for several small and 
doobtHal irianda, sidd to be nnder the equator, and 
to visit the little-known groups of Ellice and 
Kingsmill ; to iuqviire into the fat43 of Captain 
Dowsett, commanding an American schooner 
engaged in the whale^fiahery at the Peeoadorea ; 
and tofMek TCdrewfbFfbeeaptnre of tbeAatmriean 

brig Waverley, owned by Meana. Ploroe and Cd., 
of Oabu, at Strong's Island. 

Having bf the arrival of the Porpoise learned 
the news of the murder of Gideon Sniitli at Upolu, 
I included in my onlers to Captain Hudson, the 
duty of investigating the circumstances of the crime, 
and punishing the offenders. He waa likewise in- 
atmeted to aeek ftir the nagnetie eqnator hi longi- 
tude 160'* W., and to fitllow it down to the west- 
ward. These duties accomplished, I directed him, 
after visiting A^nsion Island, to Join me at the 
Colombia River, towards the end of the opining 
month of April. 

These uistructions covered a wide fit Id, which 
had, as far aa I could learn, been but little ex- 
plorad, and whldi oar whaling fleet is continually 
traversing. To examine it could nut fai! t i li 
highly useful to those engaged iu that important 
branch of industry. 

I designed to employ the Porpoiie in a more 
dose examinatien of aume Idanda in tlie Panmota 
Qronp or Low ArehipebifiV whidi it had notlteen 



in nj power to accomplish during ew visit of the 
prevlooa year. She was also to leave a party, with 
tiie boring apparatus, upon one of the islands, as 

soon aa she reached the gi'oup, to remain there 
for about six weeks, or so long as the veswl wna 
engaged In tiie eaamlnatSwn of the other iaiaads. 

This ( xninTuatinn being cotuideted, Lieutenant- 
Commandant Ringgold was directed to touch at 
Tahiti, and thence, after surveying Penrhyn and 
Flint's lalandsy to retnm to Oahn before the 1st of 
April. 

With the Vincennes, it was my inti ntii ii to pro- 
ceed to Hawaii, tliei'<e to ascend to tlie top of 
Mauna Loa ; to make the pendulum observations 
on the summit and at the base of that mour.tnin : 
to examine the craters and late eruptions ; and 
after performing these duties, if time allowed, to 
pressed to tlie Marqueaas Island% and thence to 
pass along the magnetie eqnator to the meridian 
of tin fl;iwaiian Islands, whither it was my in- 
tentitin to return l>efore the 1st of April, to meet 
the Porpoise^ and p r eea sd , in company with her, 
to the north-west coast. I deemed tlie time 
fr«im the 26th of November would be amply suf- 
f5( ]i :it, with proper attention, to enable us to per- 
form these duties, and alao afford sufficient re- 
laxation to tiie oAeers and men, tram tfMir long 
confinement on hoard sliip. 

The tender wiis uveihauled in a few days, when 
Passed-Midsliipmau Knox was again potto charge 
of her, and the naturalists sent on an excnrsion to 
Kauai. After their return, I again despatched 
i\\me wli I \vei"o attached tt> the Peacock in lier to 
Hawaii, being desirous that they aboold hare an 
opportunity vt Tisidng as modt of tiiesa Isfamds aa 

possible. 

The king, Kanieiiameiia 1 1 l.,who hadgivenerden 
that he should be sent for :is mon as the Vineennee 
arrived, re aehed Honolulu on the 29di September, 
from Had. The next day I waited upon him, 
accompanied by our < . nsul, Mr. Urin^jmade, and 
by many of the officers and naturaiista, at his 
quarters near tlte forti A soldier drssssd in a 
scarlet uniform stood on guard at the door. We 
were ushered into the audience-chamber, and pre- 
sented to the king, whom we found seated in the 
midst of his rstinne. The apartment was amposad 
of two large rooms with low ceilings, oomnmni- 
catlng by f. l lin^^ doors. fin- right of the king 
was Kekauluohi, a daughter of Kamduundia 1, 
who aeta aa prime minister; and there were also 
present, among others, Kekuanaoa, the ^nvemnr of 
Oahu, Mr. Kicliurds, who is tlie king's mtcrpreter 

and adviser, Haaliiio, John Yowif, and the offiasn 
of tlie liody-guard. 

The Icing waa dre ss e d in a bine seat, white panta- 
loons, and vest. We rift. rw.'Lnl^ iiruli csti n d that 



he liad prepared hims* It to receive us in full 
tume, but on seeing u ^ approaching in 
uniform, he had taken off his robes of state. 

The a{>pearanoe of tlie king is prepossessing : he 
is rather rf>bust, above the middle lieight, has a 
good exprraaion of coonteuanc^ and pleasing nuui- 
ners. 

Til ' person who attracted our nttention most, 
was Kekauluohi. Thi-s lady is upwards of six feet 
in height ; her frame is exceedingly large and well 
eovered with &t. She was dreswd in yellow silk, 
with sootmonsly large gigot sleeves, M»d wors on 
hsrhaadatiaiaof beantiM yaMow fwilhsw 
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Miened willi a few of a scarlet eotour *. Above 
(be fcatll«n appeared a lai^e tortoiM-sheU comb, 
that confined her straif^lit \)\i\ck Iia!r. Her shoulders 
wen covered with ii richiy-^mbroidered shawl of 
scarlet crape. She sat ia a large arm-chair, over 
which was thrown a robe mnde of the same kind 
of yellow feathers as decked her tiara. Her feet 
wei-e encased in white cotton stockings and men's 
■bo«fl. She was altogether one of the most re- 
]mrkmbl»>lookiiig penkmages I have eiver Men. 

Tho governor wa.? haudMOMly dreesed in a 
uniform of blue and gold. 

The conversation was carried on with ease 
through the interpretation of Mr. Richards, and 
left upon our minds a favonrable iropreseion of the 
intelligence of the royal family of thoo i-Lmds. 
One thing was certdui, namelj, tliat, in regard to 
personal tb», Uiej ave tinsarpMHed by any family 
tfaat has ever come under my notice. 

On the 2nd Oetober, I received a visit from Mr. 
RichHrds, who commtmicated to me the desire of 
the kins that 1 should risit him. In conformity 
wittt An request, I called upon btm, aconnpanied 
by Captain Hudson. Although J had departed, 
after my first visit, highly prepossessed in hia fa- 
v«ittr, I waa not prepared to fmd him «o easy and 
gentlemanly in his manners as he now appeared, 
lie wa.s alone whcu he received us, and in a few 
minutes we found that he was able to express 
himself verjr intelligibly in English, and waa quick 
in eompTObending what was said to him. 

lie was fiiuntl at one end of the large grass-hon^c 
built for liini by tlie Govwnor Kekuanaoa. This 
building is about sixty feet long by forty feet wide, 
and contuinH only one room, which may, however, 
be divided by nioveable screens into severaJ ajsart- 
nieuts. The floor was covered with mats. The 
whole waa well adapted to the heat of the climate, 
and tbe smell of the swoet s o cn ted gresa waa agree- 
able and refreshing. 

He received us in a fiieadly manner. From the 
representations that had been made to may I had 
been led to believe that the king was not only dull 
of apprehension, but had little disposition to engage 
in or talk of the attairs of government; I fovmd 
him, on the contrary, exhibiting an intimate ac- 

Jinaintanoe with tb«a. He antemd fully and 
irankly in the discussion of all the matters in rela- 
tion to which disputes had arinen between him and 
fbreign nations; and I, on the other hand, was desi- 
rous to elicit his views with r^ard to the difficulties 
he had for the last year or two eneountend, and 
learn the feelings ho had experienced in thaaxdnons 
situatious in which he bad been placed. 

He apoke of the maanar ia whieb forrignera bad 
obtruded tlioin^dvea into the affairs of his govern- 
ment, so that iiu one of its acts was permitted to 
pMiwillMNrt Ma being called, in a rude and uncivil 
manner, to aeoount for it. Uaatate^ that be found 
great difBeulty in acting eorreetly ; for foreigners, 

whom he and his chiefs had treated with every 
possible attentii n, had, fi'om ijitercsted motives, 

* These feathers are among ttie most celebrated pioduc- 
tfous of these islands, and some idea of their cost maybe 
lann«d, whes It is stated tbst nth bird yields oaij a, few, 
and tlist some tkonasndt sre required to finrn a hssd-diess. 
The birds (melithreptcs pacifica) are taken bjr mesns of 
birdlime, made from the pisonia, and the catcldQf of them 
is prnctiiied aa a trade by the mountaineen.' Tke 
of tlMM fssthcra ia « aymbol of Ufb rsok. 



urged meaaurea npoo him which he knew to be 
wron<;, and bad, in many cases, abused the' eonfl- 

den- ' l i liad jdaced in them. He expressed the 
strongest desire to do i-igbt, and to protect his 
people from Ovil influences and the encroachments 
of designing pefaooa, by wholesoma lawa and regn- 
lations. 

He said his consent had been extorted by threats, 
to measures of which he diaraproved, and that 
there had been inatancea when he had been called 

upon to perform allegrf] j n mises which ho hid 
never given, for there w ero ^mo of the foreigners 
who misrepresented every thing that took plaea in 
their interviews with him. 

1 at once pointed out a simple remedy for this, 
namely, tliat lie should hereafter transact all busi- 
ness in writing, and have no verbal communtcattion 
with people of thia stamp, or indeed witih any one; 
teilinf/ him that by keeping their letters, an3 copies 
of hia own, he would always be in possession of evi- 
dence of what had passed. I assured him tluit 1 
considered his government to have made suffideut 
progress tovrards a position among cirilized nations 
to authorize him to re(j lin that official bu.siness 
should be carried on in this uuuiner, and expressed 
my belief, that should he adopt this method, the 
" bullies" of whom ha had apiwen wovUl |^ fahn 
uu further trouble. 

I now found that his principal object in request- 
ing an intenriew with roe was, that he might renew 
and amplify his treaty with the United States, fur 
which purp. ^ 1 , thought it probable that 1 might 
have had in.structions. When he found that this 
was not the case, and that I had no official commu- 
nication for bin), he was evidently disappointed; for 
he appeared njost desirous to enter into a cloee 
friendship with the United Stati's, and spoke in the 
higheat terms of tho kind manner in which he had 
CTttr been treated by ewr conanl Mr. Brinamade, 
and the conrn.ni lers of the United States' vessels 
of war that )iad visited his ishuids. In conclusion, 
he intimated his hopes that the United States 
would acknowledge his people as a nation, and 
enter into a new treaty with nim as its ruler. 

All this was well and intelligenily expressed by 
him, but the main subject of the conversation, 
which lasted tor three hours^ waa hia regret thai he 
had ever p. rmiited foreigners to interfere with his 
laws and nuniicipal regulations, and had not rather 
allowed them to d<i their worst. The only jtutifi- 
cation he could offer to himself for hia aubmuaion 
was, that by yielding he had aaved mndi trouble 
and distreshi tn ntlir]-'*. 

Saturday in Honolulu is a gala day, and idl ages 
ef both sexes devote tfaemadvea toaninaement. To- 
wards tlic afternoon, they may be seen wending 
their way towards the east end of the town, in 
every variety of costume, and borne along in 
every poaaible manner. All who have health 
enough must engage in this day's sport, and every 
horse is in requisition. The national taste, if I may 
BO speak, is ridins horses; and the more break- 
neck and furious the animal is, the better. Niaety 
of equipment is not thought of: any thing answers 
for a saddle and bridle, and as for stirrups, they 
are considered quite uimecessary. By four o'clock 

the crowd is well collected, and feats of horseman- 
ship are practised, oenristing geneiaOy in thaaa hi- 
voluntary tumbling;* thnt inexpert riders are wont 
to indulge in. The great gathering is on tbe eastern 
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pUui, the road to which is well covered with dust. 
The whole looks, when the crowd has possession of 
it, not unlike a fair, the predominant colour 
being yellow. They are generally well behaved, 
and the only sufferers are the poor horses, who are 
kept mnuing, not races only, but for the amtue* 
meiltof the riders, whose great delight n to ride iii 
full spcr !. At times there are racew. in 'vhirh case 
the crowd is increased by tlie addition of the fo- 
reigoen, maajr of wlibm are in a state of intoxica- 
Uon. The uproar in proponitinably ^reat, and the 
natives are less conspicuouB, tlu ir places being oc- 
cupied by those whose morals and enjoyineiits are 
far from being as innocent. When hia majesty and 
anite are present, much more ordw ui4 deoottmi 
arc observetl, and the whole affords a pleasing and 
amosiug sight. The returning throng is headed by 
the Ungand his party, after whom fullow the crowd 
hi a somewhat uproarious stylo; those on horses 
indiscriminately mixed, racing and hallooing; the 
fair riders being borne along, amidst clouds of dust 

80 thick, that were it not for the rustlijig of fiow* 
iug silks and tapaa, one would be «t a loss to 
know their sex. By th«? evening, all nrr'^iu 
quiet, the streets are nearly deserted, and Sun- 
day is ushered in with a decorum and quiet- 
nen tlutt would aatisfji' the mooi aompuloua Pu> 
ritan. 

I was nmcli struck with the absence of sports 
among the bays and childi-en. On inquiry, I 
learned, that it had, after mature deliberation aiid 
experience, been considered advisable by the mis- 
sionaries to deprive theoi of all their heathenish 
enjoyments, rather than allow them to occnj y 
their minds with any thing that might recall old 
•aioeiatioiM. The eonsequence is, that tihe lla> 
waiian boys are staid and demure, having the quiet 
looks of old men. I cannot doubt that they possess 
the natural tendency of youth towards froUekeome 
relaxations; but the fear of offending keeps a con- 
stant restraint over them. It might be well, per- 
haps, to introduce some innocent amusements; and 
indeed I believe this has been attempted, for I oo- 
eaeionally saw them flying kiteo. 

ATtK ir^ our other thniLa at this time, a court- 
martial became necef^siiry. The aervicea we were 
enga^d in had rendered it impossible to convene 
one prior to our urriTal here; wid if it had not 
been for the hnporative aeeeesltir of making an 

example in the case of two rn;n in s in lioard the 
Peaeock, I should have been iuelined still to defer 
it horn want of lime. Be«des the two marines, 
there w:iH an unruly fellow by the name of Swi eiiy, 
an EugiLshman, who hud Ucca shipped iu the ten- 
der at New Zealand, and was At times so riotous 
onboard mysbip^Uiat I detenarined to try him 
•bo. A eourt eompoaed of the ddeet oAcerB of 
tite squadron sentenced them "to Le flogged at 
inch time and place as the commander of the 
eqUftdriMI night think proper." UndersUnding 
from our consul that tho sailors of the whaling 
fleet, as is most generally tho case, were disposed 
to be disorderly, and iny interference having been 
several times usked for, I tht>ugbt it a good oppor- 
tunity to ahow tho erows of afi tlieeo Tceeela that 
authority to punish offences existed. I therefore 
ordered the sentence of the court to be put iutu 
enoutiaD publicly, after the usual manner in such 
easeo; a part of the punishment to be inflicted at 
each Teseei, diminishing very much its extent in 



the cases of the two marines. At the time of the 
infliction of the punishment I received a letter 
from the most n-spcctable portion of tlie crew, 
requesting Swecn} 's discharge, and stating that he 
was a trcublesome character. To insure his dis- 
miflsat, they offer«d to pay all the debts he might 
owe to the ^toremment. As he hftd no daim on 
the 8qua<lron or flag, which, I was afterwards told, 
he had frequently cursed, and as he had been 
only six months in the squadron (having joined It 
with scarce a shirt to his back), I resolv^ to com- 
ply witi) the men's request, and sent him out of 
the b<iuadri)n at once, with his bag and hanmiock, 
far better off than when he joined ua. The ship 
becamo orderly again, having got rid of one <tS the 
greatest of the many fsoesltf wlio am firand nMun« 
ing about PoUnesia. * 

This act, together with the legal punishment of 
the marines tor refusing to do duty, when thoir 
time of service had not expired, was another of tim 
many comj^aiula farougfat agaiiiit n« on my 
return. 

The menis time of liberty having expired, they 

were again received on board, heartily sick of tlu ir 
frolic Tbey were remarkably orderly and well- 
behaved while on shore; and indeed the police is 
SO oflkient that it wonM have been impoisible fur 
tlmm to be riotous, if so ^sposed, without finding 
tliemselves prisoners in the f it. I i mist li ere do 
Governor Kekuanaoa the justice to say, that he 
performs the part of % most excellent and ener- 
getic nijigistrate, and while he insists on others 
conforming to the laws, he is equally mindful of 
them himself. His fault, if he errs, lies in carry- 
ing them into effect too quickly and without suifi- 
dent examhmtion. 

Desirous of having as thorough an cxmninntion 
made of all the islands of the group as possible, 
and the repairs of the tender being completed, I 
put Mr. Knox in charge of her, and sent her with 
several of the naturalists to the island of Kauai, with 
instructions to land them, on their retuni, OH the 
west side of Oaku, for its examination. 

On landing at Kwloa, they entered an extenaive 
level plain, bounded by a ridge of niouutains, and 
cultivated in sugar-cane and mulberries. Captain 
Stetson has an establishment here built of adobes, 
but these are not found to be adapted to the cli- 
mate. The environs of Koloa afford some pas- 
turage; the soil is good, though dry and very 
stony; the grass and foliage, however, looked 
luxuriant. About two miles from Koloa, Oa|itaiu 
Stct'^on ]ms liis silk establishment, OOMiating of 
mulberry -grounds, cocoonery, &.C. 

Agreeably to instructions, tho salwalBBls divided 
themselves into three parties— one, cimdating of 
Dr. Pickering and Mr. Braekenridge, was to cross 
over tlif ( < litre of the island, from Waimca to 
Haielea, observing the botany of the high ground; 
another, comprising Mesan. Psalo and Rieb, was 
to proceed along the coast on it"= ea'item side ; and 
the third party, Messrs. Dana and Agate, intended 
to pui-^ue an intermediate course, to view the 
scenery, geologieal formation, &c Tho schooner 
was in Ao moaa time to nalto aome oaamina- 
tions «f tile madatsadb and amadl tnchowa of the 
island. 

There war» two old craters near the bsaeh, 

which were visited. Only a few trees were ob- 
served. On the low wet grounds are Laro-patches 
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nnd fbh-pouds. Among the few itaerestine piauts 
were a species of daphne, a cleome, and some 
siilas. The gardtMi of Captnin Stetson contained 
several omameutul pla,uLs, bi-ouglit from St. Catha- 
rine's, Brazil. The garden had a pretty appear- 
ance, being enclosed with a hedge of (i plants 
(drecaena), set closely together, aMiit Ato wet in 
height, tci[ ; ' I urh thin, wide-spreading leaves, 
while the waliis wui'e bordered with pailotum in- 
stead (ff box. 

The mulberry trees do not produce well hero, 
being subject to blight, and requiriug great at- 
tention. This is thought to be owing to the dry- 
nees of the etrang trade-winda thafc oooBtantly 
blow, and which ha¥to parted wilb their moiatDre 
in passing over the nigh lands of Qahu, Ijring 
directly to windward. 

The dlk ia reeled by native women. The 
ppeciracna sepn P'.ppf^arrd of good qunlity, but were 
not reeled tiutticicutly tine, or with that attenttuu 
to economy whieh i» neoMmy to ita pmfitable 
onltivfttion. 

The nigBiMnilb of Ladd and Go. are said to be 

doing a good business. They arc turned by uatcr. 
The sugar is of a fair ^uaUty, and has been sold 
in the United States at a jmmt. The natives are 
induced to raise tlic sugar-cane, which is sonietimes 
ground, or manufactured, on shares, and ia also 
bought. The labour of the natives, in raising the 
eane, costs twelve and a half cents per day. This, 
however, is paid in paper enrt«n^, iaeaedby Ladd 
and Co., redrt ni;i! li at their store ; consequently 
the price of the labour is no more than six. and a 
quarter cents ; for the sale of goods is really made 
in these islands nnder a profit of one hundred per 
cent. The want of a native currency is begin- 
ning to be much felt, both by the government 
and pet^le ; a fact that will tend to show the 
advaaee thegr have made and are nakuig in dvili- 
zation. 

Dr. Pickering and Mr. Brackenridge set out on 
foot, the day after the tender arrived, along the 
southern coast, for Waimea, distant eighteen miles, 
in order to take the western route across the island. 
The whole diistance between Kol> :i and Waimea 
was found to be a series of sunburnt hills and 
banren pbuns, sloping gradually front the base of 
the mountains to the ocean, and now and ttien 
intersected with ravines, or, as they are calkd 
in Uie Hawaiian Islands, gulches." Only a 
few coarse gnUMWB aw met witbj quite unfit for 
pasture. 

At W;i;tnea, the fort built liv tlnj Russians, 
under their absurd trade-master, Dr. Sehoof, is 
itiil in exislenoe. His ambitton would hare ande 
him the propriet^)r of the whole island, although 
his only business was tf» take possession of the 
remuns of the wreck of a ship belonging to the 
Russian Company, that had been lost in tlte bay. 
Several Russian venels were afterwards sent there, 
which Schoof took charge of, by disj)lacing their 
masters. If is said he made presents to Kanie- 
hameha I., and feoeived hi return a grant of land 
from him ; some accounts say, the whole island ! 
It is quite certain, however, ilmt Kamehameha's 
fears were excited by the reports that were circu- 
lated from time to mus, timt the Russians, through 
Dr. Sehoofk cptan/km, hitended to get such a 
fflodiold as to anbverl his authority, and keep poe- 





session of the island. With his usual promptness, 
he, in consequence, ordered the governor, Kaumu- 
alii, at once to i^end them all away. This was 
effected without any disturbance, and all the Rus- 
sians embarked In a brig, in which they proceeded 
to Halelea, to join other RuaBiaa Tessela that were 
lying there, and aU departed togettier. As any 
intention of talcing forcible possession, or coloniz- 
ing Uie island, was shortly afterwards dented, in 
the most positive manner, by the Russians, it is 
probable thnt the whole was the work of a vain 
and ambitious man, who had suddenly found him- 
self elevated above his own sphere. That he 
either wanted the inclination or the courage to 
eany out his conceptions, if he had any, Is msni* 
fest, ft 01 II his immediate acquiescence tu the order 
of the chief to quit the island. He is now known 
at the islands under the appellation of the Hu^ian 
Doctor, although by birth a German. The Ru.ssian 
Stoue Fort, as it is now called, is garri(>oued by a 
guard of natives. 

Waimea offers the best anchorage at this island, 
except in the months of January and February, 
when the trades are interrupted, and the wind 
blows strong from the south- w^est, and directly on 
shore. 

About a mile west of Waimea is the spot where 
the fii-st Euylish boat landed from Cook's expedi- 
tion. The village of Waimea takes its name from 
the river, wliich rises in the mountaina^ and after 
a course of about fifteen miles, enters the aea there. 
!t is navigable three-fourths of a mile from its 
mouth, in boats. The water is used for irrigating 
the valley, and might also he appropriated to 
manufacturing pnrpo«e8, as there are many excel- 
lent miil-seaLs, and a steady supply of water for 
such purpose's. 

The island of Niihau was not visited by an) one 
belonging to die squadron; but it seems proper 
that in giving an account of the Hawaiian T. elands, 
it should be spoken of. It is situated sixteen 
miles south-west of Kauai, and is eighteen miles 
long by eight broad. There is an andiorage on 
its western side, but no harbour. Ita eastern side 
is rocky and unfit for cultivation; the inhabitants 
tlierefore reside on its western side, on tlie sea- 
diore, and are far the most pott miserably poor. 
They cultivate, principally, yams and sweet-pota- 
toes, the former of which succeed much better 
here than at any of the other isUnds. Water is 
very scarce, and they snlTer occasional^ from 
droughts, from which cause they are not able to 
raise the taro. This islan I is celebrated for the 
beanUful mats manufactuied by its women. It is 
ahto said to be a favourable place for the manufao- 
ture of salt. The nnmbw of inbabitanta Is one 
thousand. 

On the 3rd of November, the tender reached 
Rawailoa, in WaJaloa district, and the naturalists 
were binded on the western side of Oabu. It was 

near this place that Mr. Gooch, who accom; Liiir d 
Vancouver, was killed by the natives. Here the 
party again divided, to explore die iatsnd of Oahu, 
on tueu' way to Honolulu. 

On the 16th, the Porpoise, under Lieutenant- 
Commandant Ringgold, sailed to the Low Archi- 
pelago, or Paumotu Group, with instructions to 
return to the haihoor of Honohihi by the 16th of 
Hareb. 

a 
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SHornxLT after our Mrival, orders were given to be 

ready fnr sea hy tlif 11th of NovlihImt, at wliich 
time it was my dehirt! that we should aguhi be ou 
active duty. Finding, after the return of the tender 
from Kauai, ibikt the Vincennee and. Peacock would 
necessarily be detained beyond this time to mm- 
jil' te their repau-s, and wjshiii;; to afford the ii;itu- 
raliHt« belonging to tho Peacock au opportunity of 
Tieiting Hawwi, I gave Messrs. Peale, Rich, and 
I>:;ii i orders to rejoin the l ii li r on the lOUi of 
Novemlier. I also gave Mr. Knox instructions to 
proceed direct to Kealakeakoa Bay, to land them 
then, aad to be again ready to receive them in a 
week afterwards at Htlo Bay, «« the oppointe ride 
of the island. The party would thus he enaMe<l to 
cross the island, which I had no hopes of being able 
to accomplish with the naturalists attached to the 
Vinccnnes, as I believed \vt> sliould all have enough 
to occupy us fully in the couteiupUted trip to the 
top of the mountain, and the examtnatbn of the 
volcanic eraptioDS. On the same evening at 10 
P.M., they went to sea, sweeping out of thenarbow, 
and proceeding on their trip. 

i ii the mean time our preparations for duty were 
actively progressing. The Porpoise sailed on the 
16th of Novembcv, wider twders for the Paumota 
Group. 

Preparations were making on board the Ylncen- 
nee for our trip to the mountain. Dr. Judd, of the 
misrion, at my sofieitstion, consented to accompany 

me, as did also Mr. Bnnsmnde, our cons'd. 

On the 24tl>, all were ordered to join tho ships. 
The tender, agreeably to her ordem, returned on 
the 2tith, and the launch of the Peacock being 
ready, was taken on hoard on the 29th of November. 

Before taking up the cruises of the ships, liow- 

ever, I shall give an account of the tender's trip to 
Hawaii. 

Detained by calms and H^jht winds, they did not 
reach the bay of Kealakeakua uutil ten o'clock at 
nighty when, having obtained the guidance «f some 
fishermen, tiiey anchored in the dark. 

This bay derives its name (patli of the gods) from 
a slide in tho hill, which is still visible, which the 
gods are said to have used in order to croes the bay 
quickly. It is of no great extent, and opens be- 
tween two low and banren hiU% on each eff whieh a 
town is situated. 

Between them a high perpendicular Unff xises 
directly from the water, hk which are seen nume> 
reus caves : in these the natives formerly buried 
their dead, and still nsc occasionally for the same 
purpose. These caves appear inacMSsible, and are 
the resort ef vast nnmhen of birds. 



On the 14th (Saturday), they landed at Napolo, 

and were kindly received by Mr. Forbes, the resi- 
dent missionary for the district of Kealakcakua. 
They w ere greatly disappohlted when they found it 
w ould be impossible to proceed on tlieir tour that 
day, and that their departure wonld have to be de- 
ferred until Monday, a.s it would be imposBlblc to 
px'cpare the food necessary for the journey in a day, 
and the next being Sunday, no natives could be per- 
sua led to travel until Monday. On the nights of 
their stay witlj iir. Forbes, they distinctly saw the 
heavens lighted up by the fires of the voir. u o if 
Kiiauea Pel«{, although at the distancw of forty 
miles. Vfaia ndssiott station is on the weat side of 
Hawaii, and en die south side of the hay of Keoln- 
keakua. 

Almost the whole coast of this district, extending 
forty miles, is one line of lava. This frequently 
lies iu large moiiseii fur mile^ iu extent, and is in 
other places partially broken, exhibiting perpendi- 
cular cliffs, against whieh the sea dashes with huy. 
This formation extends lialf a mile into the interior, 
and aa the distance from the sea in i t as. s, the soil 
becomes richer and more productive. The face uf 
the country, even within this rocky barrier, is rough, 
and covered with blocks and betls of lava, more or 
less decomposed. The laud iu places reaches the 
altitude of two thousand feet, and at a distance (<f 
two miles from the cosst begins to be well covered 
with woods of variotts kinds of trees, which are 
rendered almost impassable by an undergrowth of 
vines and ferns. In those woods thei-e are many 
cleared spots, which have the appearance of having 
been formerly cultivated, or having been biinit by 
the descending streams of lava. In »ome places, 
these strips of wood descend to within a mile of the 
shore, having escaped destruction. These are in 
no place parallel to die riiore, hot lie always in the 
directinn which the stream.? of lavn wonla tsko in 
descending from the mountains. 

Our gentlemen, during their detention, croesed 
over to the north shore of the bay of Kealakeakua, 
to visit tho place where Captain Cook was killed. The 
natives pointed out the spot where he fell, which 
was on a rock, the most convenient for landing of 
any in the vicinity, ss it is somewhat pvoteetedfirom 
the swell by n point of lava rocks. Within a few 
yards there is a stump of a cocoa-nut tree, at tlie 
foot of which he is said to have breathed his last. 
The top of this tree bad been cut off and carried to 
England by H.B.M. ship Imogene. It is now 
treasured up in the museum of (Ircenw ich Hospital, 
which I cannot but feel was an appropriate disposi- 
tion of it, ealettiated to recall hta meniory to the 
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minds of the thousands who view it, and inspire in 
them the feeling of proper pride, in finding that the 
oonndy •ipprectttes to remote aa emblem of their 
fli etiii pn e h ew covnlninRDa 
On (be etamp «( ttw Ine ia ioMribed : 



t 



MEAft mil era* 

FELL 

CAPTAIN JAMBS COOK, R.N., 



mBwowms CTKcinrvATiOAToa, 

OliCOVSliSS TliESK IILAKDS, 

■n majbstt's iBtr 

IMOQEIfE, 
OCTOIBB IVTB, I8S^ 



IMS* 8HSET or COrVEK AVD CAP rOTOX BT (PAKEOWHAWK, 

s f r 1 1 M II 111.; )3th, 1839| 

IX OaDKR TO i>RK«iiilVK THIS MONUMKHT TO THB 
MBMOliT or COOK. 

r Ti uld Imve wiKliocl that flie first inscription, 
relating solely to Ckwk, was the onlv one; tlie other, 
it eeems to me, wu not worthy of being a.'^soeiBted 
with any thing connected with so great a name; and 
good taste and proper feeling I think would have 
shTttDkfirom inscribing it as well as the folloiirillgon 
another part, " Qive thu a coat of tar." 

The south-west side of Hawaii is termed the dis- 
trict of Kona, and includes Kealakeakiia and Kailau. 
The town of Kailaa is the residence of Koakini, 
bettw known MBODg foreigners by the neme of 
Governor Adams, who is governor of Hawaii. 

This district lies to the north of Kealakoakua, 
and begins about five miles from Napolo. It is 
mnilar to it in cluuracter, but the lava is of more 
leeent formation, the eruptions from Hualalai 
having flowed down and covered nearly the whole 
northern portion. This eruption happ«ied about 
thirty ysMn ainee, in 1809 end 1810. Hadalei is 
b' t'.vccn 5ovrn and eight thousand feet In bei^^ 
and rises abruptly on its west side. 

Rain seldom falls on the coast, except in ahowwa^ 
and a rainy day once in the year is ItxAed nnm as 
•emeHiii^ remarkable. This, together with the 
absence of all dew, prevents the exist* nee of much 
coltivation; it affords, neverUteless, a. coarse vege- 
tadoD, anlHeient to pasture a few hundred goats; 
but, a nile baek fi"om the shore, the surface is 
covered with herbage, which maiutains cattle, &c.; 
and two miles in the interior there is sofflmentmaia* 
tnie to keep up a constant verdnre* 

The dwellini^H uf the nativee are a little {m> 
pi j\i il, aii j ilij\rm<»r Adams has the best-built 
stone house in the Hawaiian Islands. He has also 
a cotton factory construeted of stone, and by his 
influence there has been erected a large stone 
church and a school-house. He also givea much 
attention to the schools, and has twenty-three in 
his district for adult seholan^ who are six or seven 
hnndred in nnmber ; and fifteen far diUdren, with 
about fivr hundred pupils: all of these are taught 
by nativ« :<4. To these is to be added a school for 
girls, taught by the hdiea of the mission, nomber- 
ing fifty-flve scholars. 

Governor Adams, like all individuaiis of hi.s class 



who are desirons of improving his eoontrjinen, is 
represented by the low raielgnen to be of a miserly 
and grasping dispositioDa and tbej 9Kf that be baa 
acquired hirge stores of wealth, wfafdi be boards 

up. He is certainly much respected by nil those 
not engaged in trade, and spoken highly of by the 
natives over whom he rules. He is Mmitted, how- 
ever, by both foreigners and nativf»«, tn be one of 
the most shrewd aud iutclligent of the nation, and 
desirous of turning all things to account, competing 
OTon with foragnera. I had not the pleasure of 
meeting with him, of wbieh I was derirons; for, 
owing to our unexpected detention at Oahu, we did 
not reach Hilo so soon as we had intended, and lie 
was obliged to return to his home on the opposite 
side of the island. Being a man of large dimensions, 
as the chiefs usually are, he was deterred from per- 
forming so toilsome a journey again during our stay. 

On Monday, our gentlemen formed Uiemaelves 
into two partiee, and started on horseback for 
their journey. One party c^iisi-* -d of MsflSni 
Peale, Rich, and Hall, with eight Kanakas and two 
gnidea; Mr. Dana and Midshipman Hudson, with 
Kanakas and guides, formed the other, which took 
the route along the sea-shore towards the eoutli, 
well provided with provisiiWI^ and »SUf>plyof 
articles for their joomey. 

After a day's travel, they reaebed Ae site of tlm 
ancient temple of Kaili. These ruins lie about 
equally distant from three mountains, &Iauna Kca, 
Mauna Loa, and Hualalai. This temple is said to 
have been built by Umi, who, with his wife Papa, is 
supposed to have inhabited it, when he was king of 
the island. Tlic three northern pyramids funning 
the firont were originally erected by Umi, to repre- 
sent the districts of tiM Island be then governed; 
and as he rnyi piered other districts, he obliged 
each of them to build a pyramid on the side of the 
temple. The main building is ninety-two feet long, 
by seventy-one feet ten inches wide; the waits are 
six-feet nine inches high, seven feet thick at the 
top, and nearly perpendicular. The building is 
SBid to iiavo been covered with idols, and offerings 
were required to be brought from a great djstanee^ 
consisting generally of provisions. Tlx r*^ nre nn'v 
no traces left of these idols. The situauou of the 
Caamleis at aa aknmtioD of ftve thonnuid feet abova 
the sea. 

At Hilo on the 23rd, the natnmMs embarked 

on board the Flying-Fish, which sailed for Oahu, 
and reached Honoinlu on the 28th of November. 

The squadnm was now on the eve of sailing, 
having on board stores and provisions for a long 
cruise. As tliia winter's cruising was particularly 
intended to examine the portion of ocean that 
waa not indoded in my instructions, I siukU, before 
namifaig the detdla of Hie jwoceedhigs of the 
squadron, give, in ft geiMsal viow, the Intended 
operations. 

The movements of the aqnadnn were^ at this 

time, particularly directed to the examination of 
partd of tlie ocean possessing great interest in their 
connexion with that important branch of national 
industry, the whale-fishexy ; and the coorao I pro- 
posed to adopt wfll be mMerstood ihmi Hm fbliow* 
ing statrmciit of the objects I now had in view. 

The i'orpoise had previously been sent towards 
the Paumotu Group, or Dangcrons AreMpelafO, 
lying to the eastward of Tahiti, to examine some 
islands that were reported as doubtful, and others 
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whose poirition were not well Asoerbuned. She wm 

also to leave a party on one of tliem, to bore 
throush the coral rock, Uie expedition having; beeu 
nrovided witb aa •fpmtus r< r tliat }>uriK>8e. 
Tlieuce she was to proceed to Tahiti, and from 
Tahiti towards Peiirhyn and Flint's Island ; and 
return to Oahu by the end of Mareli, 1841. 

The Peacock, witb the Fljring-Fidi as tender, I 
designed dionld Tnit and examine the loeation of 
several of the d< ultru! islands, pat»ing along the 
magnetic equator .vtsiward fmm the meridian of 
160" W. ; thence to a small group of islands in 
Innjjitude 174" W., which I had partly examined 
in the Vincennes, and had found some new islands 
among them ; these I had called the Phccnix 
tiroup. Thence the Peacock was to proceed to 
■earai far the Gente HeraMW of Qniroe, or the 
islands reported to me nt Up<do, when I was there 
in 1839, as existing to the north-east ; thence to 
Upolu, to re-survey the south side of the island, 
not having been able to satisfy myself with the 
former survey of it. From Upolu the Peacock and 
Flying-Fish had dir otiona to sail to Ascension 
Island, and from thence to the north-west coast of 
Aueriea, to lendeKVOua wtth the nat of the 
squadron at the Golaiiibb Biver, hi die hktter aid 
of April. 

The Porpoise sailed on die IMiNevember, 1840, 
and the Peacock and Hyfaig-Fiah on the 3nd of 

December. 

The Vincennes sailed for the liar i i ur of Honolulu 
for Hawaii on the 3rd December with Mr. Brins- 
made oar worth j consul and Dr. P. Jodd on 

board. 

During our progress to Waiakea, or Hilo Bay, 
we bad light variable winds, with heavy dews at 
night On the 8th we made Mauna Kea, then 
about fifty miles distant, subtending an angle of 
two degrees : it wan capped with snow. As we 
approached the island, we had, also, a view of 
Matma L(»t, widi die enud reedngorer die volcano 
of Kilauea, the scene of our future adventures. 

Hilo Bay is indifferently protected from the sea, 
and is almost an open roadstead. It has, however, 
an extensive sunken coral reef to seaward, which 
is too shoal to allow of the parage of vessels over, 
and affords some ] rut tion against the rolling sen ; 
a vessel therefore usualljr lies quiet, unless it is 
Mowing strong outside. There is no danger in 
entering the bay ; all that is required is to avoid 
the west p»mt of the reef, and on passing it to 
hanl to the southward. We found the best anchor- 
age on the east side of the bay, where Cocoa-nut 
Island and the most eastern point are In range. 

In saihng towai'ds Hilo Bay, Hawaii has but few 
of the chimicters that indicate a volcanic origin.. 
In this raspeet it resembiea Savaii, m the Ssmoan 
Group ; and the resemblance has bef^n thr- raii'^e 
of what is in fact the same name luivlnp: l eeu 
given to both. The two words differ no nine in 
spelling and sound, than has arisen from the long 
separation of two fkmlHes of die same race and 
language. Many of the points and headlands 
present a like similari^ in name, and strengthen 
the conviction of the oonunon origin of tto ni- 
habitants of the two pjoups. 

To one imaequainted with the great height of 
the mountains of Hawaii, this island might appear 
of oomparatively small elevatioo, for its suriisee 
rises gndual^ fimn the jMa^ nnifonn and mbeo' 



I ken ; no abrupt spnrs or angular peaks are to he 

seen, nn l the whole is MfiftacmMy dothod iriUl ft 

luxuriant vegetation. 

The scene which the island presents as viewed 
from the anchorage in Hilo Bay, is both novel and 
splendid : the shores are studded with exten- 
sive groves of cocoa-nut and bread-fruit trees, in- 
terspersed with plantations of att|^-canc; through 
these, numerous streams are seen hurrying to the 
ocean ; to this succeeds a belt of snme miles in 
width, free from woods, but clothed in verdure; 
beyond is a wider belt of forest, whose trees, as 
the^ rise higher and higher from the sea, change 
their characters from the vegetation of the tropics 
to that of polar regions ; and above all tower the 
snow-capped summits of the mountains. 

From this point of view, Manna Kea, distant 
about Ihirty-five miles, has the appearance of 
being by much the highest mountain on the island; 
while Mauna Loa, distant sixty miles, and rounded 
at its summit to the shape of a regular dome, re- 
quires an effort of reason to satiny the observer 
tli.it it really has as great an elevation. A conviction 
tliat this is the case may be reached by tracing 
with the eye the edge of the forest that eneireles 
both mountains, and noting how large a poi-tion 
of the dome of Mauna Loa rises above the woody 
region. 

No snow was visible to the naked eye on Mauna 
Loa, but with a telescope it was seen scattered 
li 1^ nnd there on its rounded summit. The ap- 
pearance of this mountain is so d^ptive, that one 
would net suppose H to have half its real altitude ; 
and it might easily be passed unnoticed, so unpre- 
tending is its aspect. From Hilo, Mauna Loa looks 
as if one might walk over its smooth surface with- 
out difficulty ; there is, indeed, so much optical 
deception in respect to this mountain, that it served 
to give us all great encouragement, and wo set 
about making our preparations with a determina- 
tion to succeed in the attempt to reach its highest 
summit. The position of the crater of Kilauea 
was denoted by the silvery cloud which hangs over 
it by day ; which, as evening closed in, was, by the 
glare of the fires burning heneathy made visible 
throughont the night. 

My time was now actively employed in establish- 
ing the observatory at Waiakea Point, for rating 
the ehroaometets, and in arranging die instni> 
ments to carry on simultaneous obscr^ationB 
with our mountain party. 1 had also a house 
built aftw the native CHHtiODi, in order that some 
of the officers might be engaged upon the charts. 

Waiakea Point fs sftnated on the opposite side 

of the bay from Hilo, The distance between them 

is a little more than a mile, and the path leads 
along a sandy beach, on which the nirf eontinually 
breaks, and at times with great violence, 

Hiio is a straggling village, and is rendered 
aimoot Invisible by the luxuriant growth of the 
sugar-eane, which the nativea plant anmnd their 
booses. A good road bsa been nttde through it 
for the extent of a mile, at one end of which the 
mission establishment is situated. This consists 
of several bouses, most of which are of modem 
style, covered with zinc and sliingles. One of 
tliem, however, the residence of tho Rev. Mr. 
Coan, was very differently built, and derived im- 
portmce in our eyes, from its recalling the associa- 
tions of home. It was an oU^fiuliioMd, prim, red 
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Yankee houae, with white ailla And oaaementa, tad 
double rows of wauXl wfaidowa. No one eonid mis- 
take the birthplace of the architect, -.ind a I tin murk 
thirty degrees nearer tlie equator tlum the climate 
whence its model wm drawn, I coilld not but tliink 
it as well adapted to its new aa to its origiiisl 
station. 

On onr wav io Mauiia Loa we passed tlie hill 
described by Loi-d Byroa's party, which it would 
have been diffieaU to reoc^pdae had it not been 

jxnnted out, on acconnt of its gradual rise. This 
hill afforded a niagiiiticeut view of Initio Bay, and 
of the surruunding country below us. 

Six miles from Hilo we entered tlie first wood, 
and at 0 P.M. we passed, at ei£;ht miles distmcc, 
the chasm that divides the ililo iwm the i'una 
district. As the darkness set in, we began to 
experience the diftleuldes we had antieipat^: the 
bustlf and noise became every moment more audi- 
ble aluug the whole line as the night advanced: 
what added not a little to our discomfort, was the 
bad road we now had to enooonter, rendered 
worse as eadi native passed on in the tracks of 
those preceding him, vntil «t last it baeama in 
places quite miry. 

We continued on, however, until we fovnd moat 
of the natives had come to a stand, and were lying 
about among the grass by tlie roadside near a few 
grass-houses. One of these was hired for our ac- 
commodation and to protect na from the heavy 
dew, to which the nativee seemed accustomed: 
here we proposed to stay until the moon arose, 
and in the interim to get what little rest we 
coold. 

After it became sufficiently light we a^jain set 
out with a part of our host. The cUtud of the vol- 
cano of Kilauea lay before va lilM * pillar of fire, 
to guide us on our way. 

ft wdl aeareely be possible to Ibrm a fall idea of 
our oompany: that of my Lord Byron is (k.scribod 
afl n sort of triumphal procession; ours was very 
different from this, and was more allied to n lfa]^> 
day morning in Now Yorlv, or a va^t caravan, 
consbting, as it did, of two hundred bearers of 
burdens, forty hogs, a bullock and bullock-huuter, 
fif^ bearers of poe (native food), twenty-five with 
calabashes, of ddrersnt sixsa ana shapes, from two 
feet to fiix inches in dianu't(!r. Some of the bearers 
had large aud small panels of the portable house 
on their backs; others, frying-pans or kettles; and 
others, tents or knapsacks. Tiien there were lame 
horses, which, instead of carrying their riders, 
were led by them; besides a large nunibtr uf 
liangers-on, in the shape of mothers, wives, and 
diildien, equalling in number the bearen^ all 
grumbling and complaining of their loads; so that 
wherever and whenever we stopped, confusion and 
noise enmed* I felt lia|ipgr!tt not understanding 
the langoMe, and of courae waa deaf to their com- 
plaints. It was very evident tiiat the loads were 
unequally divided; and I must do the natives the 
justice to say, they had reason to complain, not of 
uB, but of each ether. It was impossible for the 
thing to be remedied at once, although it was not 
a little provoking to aee several natives ataggeriug 
under their loads, while one or two would be akip- 
ping along with a few pounds' weight only. 

Ceaving Olaa, at a height of eleven hundred and 
thirty-eight feet above the level of tl r s a, wc had 
no dUstinet path to follow; for the whole surface 



became a mass of lava, which retained all its 
metallic lustre, and appeared as if it bad but just 
run over the ground — ho small was the action of 
decomposition. There were only a few stunted 
bnahea on onr traek; but some dense patches of 
wood were observed on the right. The day was 
warm, with a bright sun; and when we passed 
pools of water standing in the lava rock, as we 
frequently didj the nativea would mah into them 
like overheated dogs, and aeaied to enjoy Uie 
tenkpamy eoolness Snaghi about by tha avap«c»* 
tion. 

At 3 P.M. we reached KapoanU, which consists 
of a f'j V houses, and is about fifteen miles from 
OIhsi. The temperature, on our arrival, was found 
to be 80' in the shade, while in the sun it stood at 
84**; the whole extent around waa black hiva; 
indeed there waa no plaee where we could piteh a 
tent of six feet by eight, and as it looked like rain 
we concluded to occupy one of tlie houses tiiat whs 
offered to us ; but it taught us a lesson we remem- 
bered for some time, for all our blankets and clothes 
became infested with fleas, and those of the most 
voracious kind. 

The height we had now attained was two thou- 
sand one unndvad and eighty-four feet; theliiar* 
mometer, 72' { the Idweat tempentnva in the 
night, 58°. 

At 8 A.M. we left Knpuauhi, or what our com- 
pany called " Flea Hall," after having passed a 
most comfortless night. Nothing could be more 
annoying than the swarms of flir)S that attacked 

ius, and 1 believe all the native houses are thus 
unpleasantly infeated. In about three hours we 
I reached the Okea tree, known as the boundary nf ' 
the territory of Pele, or the goddess of the volcano. 
In bygone days no native dtu-ed venture beyond it 
without an offering to Peloi under penalty of her 
vengeance. 

Soon after we left Kapuauhi, wo met with soil 
formed upon the lava by volcanic ashes ; the 
bushes became thicker and more tlirifty, rising 
into small trees ; quantities of strawberry-vines 
were perceived, but the natives searched in vain 
for some straggling fruit. The time for its bear- 
ing bad passed, but they are said to be found in 
great abuttdane^ and St very fine flavour, at the 
proper season. Okea was the principal wood, and 
there was some koa (acacia). A curious plant was 
pointed out, the sap of which blistera the skin, and 
with which the inhabitants produce * aort of tat- 
tooing in large and small ronnd lumps. I did not 
leam how durable thej wera, Thb plant ia called 
mau-a-huU. 

Jnat as we reached the great plain of the vol- 
cano, we approached the southern limit of the 
wood, and, on turning its comer, Mauaa Loa bur&t 
upon us in all its grandeur. The day was ex- 
tremely fine, the atmosphere pure and dear, ex- 
cept a few flying clouds, and this immense dome 
rose before us from a plain some twenty miles in 
breadth. I had not, until then, formed any ade- 
quate ideft of ito magnitude and height. The 
whole dome appeared of a broUze colour, and its 
uninterrupted smooth outline wm relieved against 
the deep blue of a tropical y. Masses of clouds 
were floating around it, throwing their shadows 
distinctly on ita aides, to which they gny« occa- 
slonal relief and variety. There waa a bluish haze 
resting on the plain, tliat apparently gave it great 
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distaace, thougli Uiis was p«rU*lljr oounieracted 
by the dittiiMtaTMMM of Um dMB«. I wm, for the 
first tmie, f«U fbe mtgnHmto of ilw task I had 

undcrUiketi. 

So striking was the mouutata, that I was sur- 
prised and disappointed when called upon by my 
friend, Dr. Judd, to look at the volcano of Kilauea; 
for I saw nothing before us but a Imge pit, black, 
iU>lookiiig, and totalijr different from what I had 
aatidpatoo. Then were no jeto <rf liie, no erup- 
tions of heated stones, no cones, nothing but a de- 
preiisiuni that, in the midst of the vast pliiin by 
which it ie aanomided, eppeeieii aneU tad iamg- 
nifieani, 

We hurried to the edge of the cavity, in order 
to get a view of its interior, and as we approached, 
vapour iaBuing (rom numerooa cracks abowed that 
we were peering oiver pmmd beeeeth which firs 
wa.^ raging. Tho rushing of the wind past us was 
as if it were drawn inwards to support tho com- 
bustion of some mighty conflagration. 

When the edge is reached, the extent of the 
eaTtty becomes apparent, and its depth became 
.St njslble by comparison with the figures of Bomf of 
our party who had already descended. The vast- 
neai ibne made eeneiUe tmiefixes the mind wlOi 
astonishment, and every instant the iniprep^inii of 
grandeur and magnitude increases. To give an 
idea of its capacity, the city of New York might be 
idaoed within it, and when at it* bottom would be 
nardlynotieed, for it is three and a half miles long, 
f.vn nn 1 n h ilf wide, and over a thousand feet deep. 
A black Icdgo surrounds it at the depth of six hun- 
dred and sixty feet, and thence to the bottom ia 
three hundred and eighty-four feet. The bottom 
looks, in the daytime, like a heap of smouldering 
ruins. The descent to the ledge appears to the 
eight a short and eeqr taak, bat it take* an hoar to 
aeeomplidi. 

We pitched our tents in full view of t!ie volcano, 
and sat on its northern bank for a long time in 
silence. We succeeded in reaching the second 
ledge, thougli fhc way to it is steep, nigged, and 
uncertain. At the edge of tho pool, or lake of fire, 
tiio liglit was so strong that it enabled me to read 
the smallest print. This pool is fifteen hundred 
long by one thousand feet wide, and ef an oval 
figure. 

I was stiauck with the absence of any noise, 
except a low murmuring, like that which is lieard 
fronj the boiling of a thick liq<ij 1. The hike was 
apparently rising, and wanted but a few feet of 
overflowing its hanks. When I began to reflect 
upon the jMwition we were in, its inseeurtty, and 
the vast and deep fires beneath, eMi die high 
basaltic walls encompassing us on all sides, I found 
it diflicult to comprehend how sueh a reservoir can 
thus be pent up, and be viewed ui enoh doee proxi- 
mity, without accident or danger. Tho whole 
party was perfectly silent, and the countenance of 
each individual expressed the feeling of awe and 
wonder which 1 felt in so great a degree myself, 
and whieh the scene was so weQ weuhited to 
excite. 

No one can see all this and yet doubt the theory 
I of the igneous fluidity of the centre of the earth. 

All oombostible eausea that we are acquainted 
I witfi are totally inadequate to produce such on 

effect. The whole seemed boiling up like a fbon- 
1 tain, differii^ only in denaty and eoloor. 



We returned to our tents towards midnight, 
mnefa fatigued, but lioimd sleep impoeeible after the 

excitement of such a scene. 

The day we remained at the volcano was em- 
ployed by the natives in preparing their food, by 
boiling it in the crevioea on UM plains from which 
the steam issues; into these they pot the taro, &c., 
and close tlie hole up witli fern-leaves, and in a I 
short time the food was well cooked. All the 
water Ibr Mnldng is obtained here hj the eonden^ 
nation of the stream, which gathers in small pools, 
and aflbrcis a supply of sweet and soft water. 
Fixini the numbers in tlie camp who used it, this 
supply became rather seanty, but it did not entirely 
give out. 

The crater, at night, was extr n> ly beautiful, 
and we sat for a loog^time watchiue its changing j 
and glowing pool. The shadows uirown by the | 
walls of the crater seemed to reach the heavens, 
and gave it the appeanmce of being clothed in a 
dark cloud ; but on looking at it more attentively, 
and shutting off the glare of the crater, the staia 
were perceiriBd shining brightly. 

About four o'clock a loud report was heard 
from the direction of the boiling lake, which proved 
to have been caused by a Urge {Mrojeeting point of 
the black ledge near the lake iiaviiif ftllMi in and 
disapp^red. 

The lowest temperature, during the i^Sh^ WW 
48P. There waa a ^ght wmd and no daw. 

At dawn on the maming of the 18lh, the Mgnal 
called us to make preparations for our journey, 
and as all things had now been more systematically 
arranged, we anticipated leaa dilBeulty in our 
onward jotimcy. The natives seemed to he lUl ta 
good spirits, and moved with alacrity. 

Our camp hitherto (as all camps are) had been 
beset with hangersHui, in the sh^e of mym, 
mothersi and dmdven, who weie not only mueh in 
tlie way of Aoae to whom they belonged, but were 
great eonsamera of the food the natives had sup- 
plied themselves with for the journey. As we 
already entertained apprehensions of a scarcity, 
prompt measures were taken by Dr. Judd to get 
rid of our troublesome guests, which we succeeded 
in doing, though not without some diffionily, and a 
low monotonous growling, that indioated mndi dis- 
pleasure on the part of the fair sex. 

The divisions now set ofi*, and our host was leas 
mob-like, partly owing to the impossilMlity of going 
in squads, the paths having beoome num con> 
tracted. 

Tlic water that I have mentioned as being found 
in the small pools, the product of condensation, 
was exhausted before we left the enter. This 
was in consequence of tho natives having filled 
their calabashes ; and wo had particularly in- 
structed our servants and tho sailors to do tho same. 
The former provided themselves ; but the latter, 
sailor-like, preferred to take their chance of meet- 
ing with it on the road, rather than carry a load 
for their future supply. I discovered, after we 
stsrted, that they were nnpirovided, but was in- 
formed (hat there was, within about two miles, an 
old cauoc which would be found full of water. On 
our arrival at it, we found tliat the natives, who 
had preceded us, after supplying themeelves had 
emptied out the rest. 

Our route was taken at first and for a few miles 
in a due west line, for the top of Mauna Loa, over 
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the eztonivie plun mrroiiiidiiig the Toleano ; it 

then deviated to the southward, over an ancient 
lava-bed, yery much broken, tliat appeared never 
to have been traversed before. We now became 
for the first time aoquainted with clinkers. To 
de«crjbe these, it is merely necessary to say, they 
nr lllio the scoria from a foundry, only iuslead of 
being the size of the fist, they are from one to ten 
feet square, and anned on all eidea irith diarp 
points ; tliey are for the most part loose, and what 
makes them still movo dangerous, is tliat a great 
deal of the vitreous lava is among them. There 
never was more diffieali or nnpleiiMat gKoond to 
travel over. 

Our guide Puhano of Puna, who we understood 
bad aeoomtMUoied DougUss tiad Lowenstem on 
ihtAe MMiila, now took tiie lead, bnt it aoon ap- 

j)€ared tliat he knew little of the route. I there- 
fore, in company with Mr. Brinsmade, tuck the 
lead, compm in liaad ; and after walking over the 
broken and tom-np ground, we turned again to- 
wards the hiU-«de, and begau a rapid ascent 
tbrouf^li a belt of long grass, where the rock was 
covered with white clay, and addom to be seen. 
This part appeared to nave auflbred mndi from 
flri n:::^lit ; f r in prt^' ing along we came to several 
naiTovv and dry waLer-courses, but met with no 
water* 

A.t twv o'doek we bad nearlv reached the upper 
limit of iha woods, and as tne elonds began to 

pass over, and obscure tlio ])rjth, we detemihied to 
halt and encamp. We made several fires along 
tlw raale, in viwt to guide those liehtnd, and as 
a mark for the stragglers ; bushes were also 
broken off, and their tops laid in the direction we 
were going, by the natives; and I likewise had the 
trees biased, as a furtbor indkatioo, well known to 
our men. ChrononMtar sights wen taken here, 
and the altitude by baxomatsv was fiv» thooaand 
and eighty-six feet. 

Donng the day, the reason that had indneed tiw 
natives to em}ity the water out from the canoe, 
became evident in their anxiety to sell ua water. 
My friend the consul had hired an especial bearer 
for bis oitiabaslt of water, determining that be 
woold have a sollleient aapply. By oar wateMng 
and cautioiiiii L' the old man who had it in ohm lt' , 
he became somewhat alarmed and unsteady, as I 
thought also from fatigue. When he had arrived 
within a short distance of the camp, he stumbled 
on a smooth place, fell, and broke the calabash into 
numerous pieces. Those who were coming up, 
seeing the accident, rushed to partake of its con- 
tents, but the flnid qniekly disappeared m die loose 
and absorbent lava. This was a dreadful blow to 
my friend's feelings, and produced much laughter 
I among us, in which tbe consul himself at l^gth 
I joined ; although I must confess I was somewhat 
of his opinion, that it had been done designedly, 
either to secure the sale of that belonging to others, 
or to get rid of the load, which had b«en a great 
annoyance and trouble to the bsafw all day, and 
for which he had already been paid. 

At sunrise on the I9tb, we had the temperatui-e 
at 48°. 

As the ascent was now becoming laborious, we 
! selected and left tlie things we bad no immediate 
use for, to follow us by easy stages. Wi 11' n 
took a diagonal direction through the remaining 
povtiMieff & woods. By mm o*aM wa bad bwt 



all signs of trees, and were amrounded by low 

scraggy bushes: the change of vegetation became 
evident, not only in species, bat in size ; we also 
passed through extensive patches fliat bad been 
destroyed by fire. Sandalwood was aeen, not as n 
tree, but a low shrub. 

During the day we liad passed extensive caves, 
in all of which I had search made for water. These 
often lead a Umg diatanee under ground, and some 
of the men passed in at ooo end and out at an- 
other. 

Intending to stop on Sunday not far above these 
cares, calabash tops were left in one or two where 
water was found to be dropping, in hopes by this 
means to j voi i ,12 a small supply; but on returning 
the next day, it was found that very little bad ac- 
cumulated. 

Between two and three o'clwb, we again became 
enveloped in clouds, and it was neces&ary fur us to 
redonUeoor pneaations against losing the track. 
Fires were again resorted to, which at shwt dis- 
tasoes could be seen in the intervals of mist. 

Deeming it advkiiML' l'» nuil..!- -m early halt, we 
stopped shortly after three o'clock, to allow all tbe 
baggage to oome up. Notwithstanding tbe ib» of 
our party, tliere was no perceptible tract left or 
any thing by which to be guided, but the smoke of 
Am fires, or occasionally a broken shrub, as a 
finger-post. Ail the ground was bard metallic- 
looking lava, and around nothing but a dreary waste. 
The voice too became fainter, as the atmosphere 
grew more rarefied. Our encampment was called 
the Sunday Station, on account of our having re- 
mained quietly here on that day. The altitude given 
by tlie barometer was six tliousand and seventy- 
one feet, at which we found ourselves above the re- 
gion of clouds, and could lo<^ down upon them. 

At night, on pulling off my clothes, I noticed the 
qu;iKtity of electrical fluid elicited, which cr iitiuued 
for some time to afi'ect the objects about me, 
partieubuily a large guanaeo^obe I had to sleep 
m. 

This aftei-noon, we found that it would be impos- 
sible to drive the bullock any further ; for the 
animal began to suffer frcnn fatigue and the want 
of water, our supply of which was almost ex- 
hausted ; he was accordingly killed. The natives 
were now hawking water about the camp at half a 
dollar the quart. I am not aware that tbay sold 
any at that extravagant price ; but I saw some of 
them in po^ssion of handkerchiefs and old shirts, 
wiiich I understood had been given for it. 

Ra^sdale, one of our guides, who bad been de- 
spatched to Papapala from tbe orator to pnrehase 
provisions, now joined UR, with two more guides. 
Ue brought information that he bad obtained forty 
goats, and that wo should receive full supplies. 
This was encouraging newi^ for I felt aomowbat 
doubtful from the first in relying on the natives, 
and their behavour at Kilauea w as not calculated 
to raise my opinion of them. I found also, as we 
aaeended tlie mountain, that even light kisda had 
becorao heavy, and tho^r nf nny weight, insupport- 
able ; that our time was rapidly passing, and we 
had a long way yet before -we reached the summit; 
and that the native food was neariy exhausted, 
while Hbe supply for our own men was rapidly con- 
suming. 

The two guides that Ragsdale brought with him, 
wan jmbSOj fuailbr with the mountaui. One 
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€f them was a celebmted bird'€«tclMr» called Kea- 
weehu, who had been the guide of Lowenstcrn, and 
knew where water was to be obtained ; )>ut it was 
ton niilcH distant. He said, that if he was furnished 
with calabaehes and natives to carry thenu he 
would be able to bring va a supply by the after* 
noon, if he left before the day dawned ; and that 
it would be two da^s before oouid get any snow, 
even if h were found on the nMmntain. It had 
never crossed my mind, that there was any proba- 
bility of this latter resource failing us ; I had in 
truth relied upon it with confidence, and cnucludcd 
timt in the event of only one snoW'Storm we should 
be enabled to find acme plaee for » deposit, to aKve 
enough 'v.i t r for all our wants. 

We nuw numbered nearly three hundred per- 
sons in camp, with but a few small calabeahea cca- 
taining five oar six gallons of water; and all, mem 
or less, felt the effects of the rarefied air. 

Old Keawccliu told ub tluLt ,ve had taken the 
wrong road to Uie mountain, aiid that Puhano was 
net at all a«qu«mted with the light ruad, — a fact 
we had long before discovered ; th-it if we had 
cume by way of I'apapala, he would have been 
able to conduct us by a nmto we ahoiild have found 
water every few miles. 

The 20th, being Sunday, was ft day of test : fhe 
natives requested that it might be bo, and I readily 
yielded to their wishes. 1 was anxious, however, 
to asoertaui the slato of the moantMU, and 
whether there was any snow to be had on its top, 
fur 1 ituw felt satisfied tliat the want of water 
would prove the greatest difficulty I should have 
to enoouDter, in remainiog tiiere aa kng as I in* 
tended. 

Lieutenant Budd received ordera to set out with 
I a few attendants at daylight ; but after making his 
I preparations, and having ul things ready, the 

natives refused to accompany him m nrcount of 
I il^i being Sunday, as they said. 1 am, howtiver, 
\ inclined to believe that teax had something to do 

with it, fur tli^ never knew of any ooe hitving 

f;one up this mountidn befbre,and thought me mad 
or taking so much trouble to ascend it. They said 
that 1 must be iu pursuit of gold and silver, or 
BOniething to sell for money, as I never wonld take 
no much trouble, and spend so much moosy, vnless 
it were to acquire great riches. 

In the evening we were much gratified at re- 
ceiving fifteen gjaUons of water, which the natives 
bad brought ten miles in open-moulihed Tessels, 
j over the rough mountain roads : this they do by 
placing some feru-leav^ on the top of tlie water, 
when it carries as well as a solid, and will bear 
much agitation without spilling. Though a very 
small soipply for our ncceaBities, it was a great 
satisfaction to know that it was now within reach 
of us. Partially relieved frum this pressing dif- 
ficulty, our attention was turned to the fuel, and I 
at once saw the necessity of providing some means 
for procuring a eupply, as we were now at one of 
the last points where it was to be obtained. We 
were certainly two, if not three days' journey from 
the summit, and an ascent of eight thousand feet 
wa.s still to be accomplished. 

On Monday, 21st, we set out at an early hour. 
The aseent now beesme mudi steeper than any 
we had hitherto experienced, for the whole face of 
the mountain conensted of one mass of lava, that 
had apipaniitlj iowed over In all direedions i^ou 



the summit. T 1 le sun shone bcj^tiy, and his rays 
seemed to fall with increased power on the black 
lava. No wind was stirring, and the exhaustion 
consequent on the rarefied air we were bi-eathing, 
made the labour of cUmbiiig vez;v fatiguing; many 
snflbred from nansea and headadiei, and the desire 
for water redoubled in both whites and natives. 
For water they could uo longer find a substitute in 
berries, as they had previoudjr done, for that £ndt 
had disappeared, and the oaJyvegetation left vvas » 
few tufta of grass. 

About noon, Dr. Judd volunteered to proceed 
with the guide to ascertain if there was any snow, 
andatwlmtdistenee. It was agreed that we shouJd 
continue to move on in the same direction, and en- 
camp when we found we could eet no higher. Most 
of the party were new igfug abont on the rocks, 
with tlie noonday sun pouriqg on then ; a diqpod> 
tion to sleep, and a sensation and Hsttessoefls 
similar to that produced by Bca-8icl<nefis, seemed to 
prevail. I felt the former strongly myself^ and 
enjoyed as sound an hoar's sleep on tiie hard la.v» 
fus T have ever had. The burdens h:\d f)ecome in- 
tolerably heavy, and all oonipkined of their in- 
abUtty to eangr tiiem. The use of the sextant had 
become still more fatiguing than the day befor^ 
causing me much pain to nold it. Frmn^iiiatl 
myself experim i J, I was satisfied tltat vnrj 
one's strength had decreased nearly one-half. 

We managed, after an hovr^i rest, to go on two 
miles further, and then encamped. No place of- 
fered where we could drive a peg for the tents, and 
loose blocks of lava were resorted to, to ctnifine the 
cords. The piineipal inducement for stopping at 
this spot was the discovery of s large tunnel, or 
cave, m which the men n ul l )><: accommodntrd, and 
which was at a sufiicient distance from the Sunday 
Station for a day's journey. This Station was 
afterwards known as the Hecruiting Station, be- 
cause all tiie sick and wounded from the higher 
stations were sent here as to an hospital. 

Long after we had finiahed oar amoifenMiito for 
the night, and even after it had beeome dark, we 
looked in vain for Dr. Judd and his companion. 
We therefore lighted our fires as a signal to him, 
and were soon rejoieed to see hhn safely back. He 
' brought -^^)th him n ?mall enow-ball, and the 
agreeable mtelligence tiiat we should find abun- 
dance of snow on the top of the mountain, provided 
we reached it next day ; for he told us it was 
melting fast. He had travelled for more than (bar 
! lioui-8 and a lialf before he reached the bimju , and 
had been an hour and a half returning down hill, 
on a run. The point where he met tlie snow ap- 
peared to him to he nbont equidistant fmm our 
present camp and the Bununit of the mounLam. 

I now felt that the troubles of my scientific 
operations were beginning, for I found that one 
<n the iron enMs^barB of tiie tower port of the 
pendulum-frame, which had been entnistcd to a 
native to carry, had been brokMi into two pieces. 
To provide, however, for nishaps of this descrip- 
tion, I had brought the armourer of the Vincen- 
nes with me. There would liave been no difficulty 
iu his mending it under favourable circumstances ; 
but, fearing that in our present position he might 
not Boeeeed, I at onoe despatehed a measaqger to 
the ship, with orders to have a new ODS inada 
and forwarded as speedily as possible. 

Ahhough it was anmewhol aneoma^Dg to Imovr 
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that snow had been found^yet we were apprehen- 
sive it might disappear before we could reach it. 
On holding a consultation, it was thouglit best that 
ail tho«e who wore not absolutely needed fur the 
intended operations on the mountain .slumld make 
a hasty trip to the top, or terminal crater, and 
then vetulv to the coast ; for our proTisioas, as 
well as water, were so low, aa In all j r l ability to 
reduce us to a very shurt allowance, Jt « a8, tliere- 
fore, determined, that the con.sul, Mr. Brackenridge, 
Mr. Drayton, and Mr. Elliott, should each be sup- 
plied with a day's allowance, and go on at an early 
hour to the sumniit, unenLMinibered, in order to 
^tuify themselves with a sight of it, return before 
night to the Reenrithig Station, and theneepirooeed 
duwn the mountain. I resolved to go on with a 
few of the instruments, to choose an encampment 
on the summiL 

AU the parties set out at an early hour on their 
several tracks and duties. My party consisted of 
the guide, Keaweehu, twelve Kanal^ ;s. ;i i. I seven 
of our own men, including the sergeant. At about 
twelve o'clock we reached a spot where the guide 
pointed out a few half-burnt sticks, as the place 
where Lowenstem hud cocked Im dinner. As the 
two Kanakas who liad charge of the bundles of 
wood bad contrived to lighten their loads very 
Riueh by dropping part of ii hy Ao way, I gave 
til em orders to tsM the wood he had left to eoofc 
our supper. 

Mr. Brackenridge passed me on his way from 

the crater. From him I ascertained we were yet 
three and a half miles from Uie terminal puiut. 1 
gave him instructions to repair to the lower coun- 
try, aa there was nothing Ibr him to do in this 
biunren region. 

The wind blew a strong gale from the south-west, 
and was piercingly cold : the thermometer, at 3 
P.M., showed 2b^. For some time previous, I had 
been obliged to keep tlio Kunaka.s before nic, to 
prevent them from throwing their loads down and 
deseiling ; but I found them unable to go any 
further ; being nearly nalced, they were suffering 
nraeh. Seeking a place of shelter under a high 
bank of clinkers, partly protected from the wind, I 
allowed them to deposit their loads, and gave them 
permission to return, upon whicoi they seemed 
actually to vanish; I never saw such agility dia> 
played by them before. 

As BOi n as the natives who were on the road saw 
tliose from the upper party coming down, they 
oould no longer be hidneed to Ihoe the cold, and all 
dcRorfed at uncc. The mountain became in rr nse- 
qut'iice a scene of confusion; being strewn vwth in- 
struments, boxes, pieces of the portable house, 
tents, calabashei^ die, which the natives had 
dropped. 

I now run 1 myself with thr ^vi le and nine men, 
with nothing for a covering but the small tent used 
for the instruments, and the coming on of » snow- 
storm made it very nrcessary to have something to 
protect us. The thermometd' had gone down to 
18°, and most of the men were much affected with 
the monntain-sieiuiessi, with headache and fever, 
and were nnable to do any thinfr. I felt quito nn* 
well mystlf from the sam . m , li ning a violent 
throbbing of the temples and a shortnesjiiof breath, 
that were both painful and distressing. With the 
few men that remained able to work, I began build- 
ing a circubu' wall of the clinkers, to enable us to 



si>i cad what little canvass we bad, over it; all the 1 
blankets we could spare were hung Inride, whieh I 

hoped would keep us from being frozen. Aft'-rsuc- 
ceeding in this, which occupit^l us till dark, wo 
made a fire to prepare our scanty supper, and some 
tea for the aiclt. 1 now discovered tliat three of 
tiie men were abaentj and on uu|uiry, found that 
tliey had gone down, in b ij ( ;^ if tii ling my tent, 
which they supposed had been left about a mile 
below. One may judge of uneasiness, as it was 
pitchy dark, and there was no trace whatever of a 
track, or any thing by wljich they could find their 
way back, over many dangerous chasms. I had 
barely wood enough to heat the water for tlie sicIk, 
and no mors than a piece or two of candle, without 
any lantern, and therefore no obvious moans of 
making a signal. However, as necessity is the 
mother of invention, I turned my clothes out of the 
calabash, and fastening a piece of a cotton shirt over 
it, made quite a respectable lantern; this was placed 
on the most consjdcuous ])oint. After tlie light had 
been extinguished several times, and a Mrieeof 
diffienlties eneonntered in relighting it, we suc- 
ceeded in establishing our lighthouse; and though 
a feeble one, it had the desired effect. The men, 
when they first saw it, had already strayed off the 
track; aud had it not been for the lantern, would 
not have been able to join us again. Tliey came 
back, crawling on their hands and knees; and had 
travelled thus for most of the distance. The whole 
time they had been abwnt, was two honrs and a 
half. Although I felt very much displeaeed with 
their departure without penuibhion, 1 could not 
find fault with them, — so much was I rejuiced to 
see them in safety; and wboi I knew they had in- 
curred all this fiirtigue and risk to make me more 
comfortable. 

The snow now began to fall fast. My steward, 
from his thoughtfuluess, had an ample supply of 
tea, which he liad carried in his knapsack to '.ai r it 
from being plundered; and consequently v. c liad 
enough to supply all. 

The supper being ended, we stowed ourselvea 
away witftin the drenlar pen; and while the men 

kejif ] i.-i^siii^ their joki'S about its r.,,mfurts, t.lie 
wind blew a perfect hurricane without. Tiie spirits 
of thoee who W«ve sick began tu revive; and al- 
though there was scarcely a foot of level rock, all 
were soon fast asleep. I lud little inclination in- 
deed to rest; fiwditteultieB s s amn d toinenusupoo 
me. 

At about fbur o'dodc in the morning, the snow 

had acciimii1rst<'fl in such qnaiitrties on our canvass 
roof, that it broke in upon us, bringing down also 
some of the stones. This was a disagreeable ac- 
cident; and after escaping from beneath the ruin, 
it became necessary to take the oovermg off and 
clear the snow out of the pen, which was nearly 
fulL This was the work of nearly an hour of un- 
pleasant labour ; but it was mudi more easily 
accompHslied, than getting ourselves warm agaui. 
I need scarcely say, I passed a most uncomfortable 
night. 

When daylight came, the storm had somewhat 
abated in violence, and 1 despatdied the men for 

the tents and wood, a jtart of wliir)] bad been 
dropped by one of the natives within lialf a 
mile of our position. A man soon returned with 
the wood, and another brought for«'ard a calabash, 
in which we fortunately fouud some i>ro visions, 
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and we soon bad what we litUe expected, some- 
thing to eat, and wlnt tibo man e»Ued • ccm- 
fortable breakfast 
It WM Ttary pleawit to find tfie ride onet miT- 

ing, and good-humour and cliecrfulness so predo- 
minant amoii^ them that they seemed ready fur 
further exertions. We had now all that was neces- 
sary to push on to the summit. I left a flag on 
a rocky peak near by ; and this was afterwards 
called the Flag Statimi. 

About eleven o'clock we set out, and were 
obliged to mm * nam of eKnken, which our 
guide had hitherto m^rrwmtrrr^ tn nvoid. When, 
after two hours' laborious walking, we re«M;hed 
the top or terminal crater, it still continued snow- 
ing in squalls, with a keen south-west wind 
driving in our faces ; the ground being covered 
a foot deep with snow, rendered it more danger- 
ous and irksome to pass over each loose and de- 
taehed muwrnt. 

From intelligence that had been broufrlit mc Tiv 
the gentlemen who had gone before and taken a 
hasty look into the crater, H wim thought that Uie 
decent into it would proTo ei^, and that I might 
encamp em ite floor ; Vnt T found after totvelfing a 
long distance over the rugg il surface, that it was 
impossible to succeed in making a descent. I was, 
therefore, compelled to return, and chooee the 
smoothest place for our encampment T could 
And. It was after four o'clock, and but little 
time was left for the men to return. As soon as 
they had pitched the tent, within about sixtj feet 
of the ledge of the crater, using large bloelts <^ 
lava to confine its cords, I sent them off under 
charge of the guide to the Flag Station, and re- 
mained with my servants only. 

By six o'cl'iflc I thiiTTi:;hr that we liad made our- 
selves comfortable for tiie night, and that the stonn 
had so far moderated that it would not ^uble us ; 
but a short hour proved the oontmiy. Our fire 
WIS dispersed, caudles Mown out, and the tent 
rocking and flapping as if it would go to pieces, or 
be torn asunder from its fastenings, and disappear 
before the howling blast. I now felt that what we 
liad p iss' 'I through on the previous night was 
comfort in comparison to this. The tent, liow- 
ever, continued to stand, altliongh it had many 
holes torn in it, and the ridge-pole had chafed 
through its top. 

It 'truly refreshing, after the night we had 
pasBed, to see the sun rising clear. It seemed 
quite small, and was much affected by horizontal 
refraction, as it appeared above the sea, fomn'ng a 
long horizontal ellipse of two and a half diameters, 
firi^t enlarging on one side and then on anotlier. 
After it had readied the height of two diameters 
above the hovison, tiie ellipse gradually inclined on 
the right, and in a few moments afterwards its 
longer axis became vertical, and it then enlarged 
at the bottom, somewhat in the form of an egg. 

My servants fruitlessly attempted to make a fire; 
after they had exhausted all their matches without 
success, we each took turns to ignite a stick after 
the native £uhion, but with no more success ; the 
nearest approximation to it was plenty of smoke. 
After making many vain nttrmpts, and having had 
I but little sleep, we took to our blankets again, to 
await the coming of some of the party from below. 
I At about eleven o'clock on the 23rd, Drs. Judd 
and Pickering pulled open the tent, and found us 



all three wrapped up in our blankets. They had j 
pas-sed the niglit at the Flag Station. 

The news i)r. Judd brouriit was far from en- 
couraging, nearly all the natives Imd deserted tfie 
boxes; many of them had not even reached the 
Recruiting Station, Ragsdale and his forty goats t 
had not arrived; nor were there any tidings of the 
party from the ship. The natives hearing of c>ur 
distresses, and probably exaggerating them, had 
refused to furnish any thing unleas at exorbitant 
prioes* The officers had very properlv rejected 
the whole that was offered; tar, alUiough our al- 
lowance was small, we trusted tliat tlie provisions 
from the ship would arrive in a day or two at 
farthest. 

After getting a fire lighted, and something to 
eat, Drs. Judd, Pickering, and myself, set out to 
reconnoitre the crattr for a more suitable place in 
which to establish the tents; bntyafter much search^ 
we found nono flmt offiived so many fedlifles as 
that I had accidentally chosen the first night. Dr. 
Pickering parted from us, and was the first to make 
a descent into tiw crater. 

Nothing oan exceed tlte devastation of the moun- 
tain ! the whole area of it is one mass of lava, that 
ha-s at one time been thrown out in a fluid state 
from its terminal crater. There is no sand or other 
rock; nothing but lava, on whichever aide tlie eye 
is turned. To appfnrance it is of different ages, 
some of very ancient date, though as yet not de- 
composed, and Um alternations of heat and cold, 
with rain and anowjaeem to have united in vmu for 
its destmctloa. In some places, it is quite smooth, 
or similar to what has already been described as 
the pahoihoi, or** satin stream;" again, it appears 
in the form of clinkers, which are seldom found in 
heaps, but lie extended in beds for miles in length, 
sometimes a mile wide, and occasionally raised 
from ten to twenty feet above liis snrfaoe of the 
surrotmding lava. / 

The plaoe where these clinkers aftpear to ne to 
have been formed is in the crater itself; there they 
have been broken up by contending forces, and 
afterwards ejected with the more fluid lava, and 
home npon its surface (\ovm the mnnntain side, 
until they became arrested in their course by the 
accumulating weight, or stopped by the excessive 
friction that the mass had to overcome. In this 
way the beds, or Yathwstreams, of them might have 
b«"en formed, which would accumulate for miles, 
and continue to inci'ease as the crater discharged 
this 1 I iption of scoria. What strengthened ray 
opinion in this respect was, that there were, appa- 
rently, streams of pahoihoi coming out from under- 
neath the masses of clinkers whersvur they had 
stopped. 

This day we received news of the arrlva] of 

Lieutenant Aldcn at the Recruiting Station, with 
the detachment from the ship; but he had brought 
no provisions, and none had yet reached the sta- 
tion. This arrival, therefore, instead of siq^plying 
our wants rather increased them. 

The small transit was brought up this day, and, . 
to add to my vexations, on opening it I found the 
level broken. I did not slop to inqnhre by what 
accident tlii^ hnri happened, but within t ri minutes 
despatched an order to the ship for another^ which 
was distant sixty miles. 

In the evening, at 6 p.x., the thennometar stood 
at 29^, and during the night it fell to 22°. 
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Chriatm&s-day set in quiCo stonny, with Buow 
and a gale from the south-west; it was TOrj cold, 
and the only way we had of keeping warm was to 
wrap oiMelyes tip with blankets and furs. We had 
just wood enough to lieat a littl'' cluu ulato. 

The small instruments having arrived, I b^an 
•ome of the obiemnitions. 

Wliilo tlio rest were employed in maliinrr our 
teuts a» tight as possible, in the one Dr. Judd and 
myself occupied we diaeoveired a great deposit of 
moistore, wbieh, on ezaminvtioB, ««• fbuiid to be 
oamed hy steam fasdng tlnoagh a enudc in the 
henL On jil icing a tliermomctcr in it, it rose to 
68*. The teut was forty feet from the edge of the 
precipice of the crater, and it was not snrpiiUng 
tliat the st'TiTii sliould find its way up from the 
fires beueatii. As it somewhat annoyed us, we 
pounded and filled the seam full of broken pieces 
of iaya. This circumstaace led to the discovery of 
ft small piece of moss, the only Bving thmg, either 
' animal or vegetable, that was found within mx 
miles distance, or within four thousand feet of the 
h^ght of the terminal crater. This mo» was hefe 
nourished by the steam tlmt escaped, whidl mp> 
plied it with warmth and nioiature. 

Tins day we made many experiments on the 
temperature of boUine water: the mean of the 
obeorfatioBS gave tin boiling temperatore at 188", 
being five hundred find sixty feet to each degree 
of temperature. At the volcano of Kilanea, I had 
fswid it less than five hundred and fifty ieet to 
each degree; while the result of careful experi- 
ments at the Sunday Station gave five hundred 
and fifty. five feet to the degree, and at the Recruit- 
ingStatioo, five hundred and fifty^eight feet. 

We also employed otvedves in bmlding a high 
stone wall around a space hnce enough to contain 
the houses and tents, when they should all arrive, 
having found the necessity of it to protect ourselves 
£rom the violent winds. Besides this, each tent 
was to he 8uA*ounded by a separate wall, up as 
hif;h as the eaves, when completed. 

iiome of the boxes now began to make their 
appearanoe, by tiie iddof the aailon from the ship; 
but the provisions had not arrived, and the nllow- 
auce was again reduced. Most of the men were 
reported as without shoes, having worn out those 
they left the ship with; and being barefooted, 
eoold not tnore over the sharp vitreous lava. 
Many of them were likewise said to be ill with the 
mountain-sickness. Wood was brought up, and 
water sent down to the lower station, in exchange. 
' The wind liad been fresh throu;;hout the day; 
but towards night it began to increase, and by 
eight o'clock we had anotlier violent gale from the 
south-west. I do not think I ever passed each a 
night: it blew a perfect hnrrieane for several 
hours, causing an incessant slamnilni,', hanging, and 
flapping of the tents, as though hundreds of per- 
; sons were beatin::; them with clubs. These noises, 
I added to the howling of the wind over the crater, 

rendered the hours of darkness truly awful. 
I The two otlier tents were blown down, ljut mine 

stood firm. The men lay under the fallen tents, 
and were made far oemliDrtahle alter the I 

accident. It was imprmsible to stand against the 
gusts; and wc watched all nujht, for no cue could 
sleep. The thermometer Ml te 17* iaside the 
tent; and water in the bags, under my pillow, 
froze. About three o'clock, the wind b^oi to 



moderate; and at suurlsc, we found the tempera- 
ture at 20°. 

From the news received on the 26t}i, respecting 
the condition of the men, I determined to see them 
myself. Df. .In M a;iJ I therefore set out on tlie ' 
morning of the 26thj and when about two miles > 
from the Bomnit, we met Lienleiiant Aldmi, Dr. I 
Pickering, and Mr. Eld, who were coming up to I 
see me, to report the condition of the men. The 
account they gave of them was. any thing but 
eheering. On the arrival of Lieutenant Alden, I 
had dtreeted that he should take an intermediate 
post between Lieutf-ti;i;!t Budd's Rf riititing Sta- 
tion and the summit crater, in order that the men 
belonging to one station might be able to bring up 
their loads and return before night. This, Lieu- 
tenant Alden informed me, he had done: his sta> 
tion wa.^ at the hei^t of eleven timnaaid «%ht 
hundred feet, 

I BOW saw mora strongly fhe neosssity of my 
going down, in order to ascertain the exact situa- 
tion of things, g^ve the men encouragement, and j 
renew the spirit with which they had left the ship, j 
as volunteers. I have always found thnt sailors 
are easily encouraged; and by putting a liglit heart 
and cheerful face upon the times, they quickly re- 
asaume their good mirit; and this I foond to Ibethe 
case in the pr e s en t Instsnee. 

We parted; Lieutenant Alden, Dr. Pickering, 
and Mr. Eld i;f'iui: u\i to the terminal crater, while 
Dr. Juddtui 1 m v^i li o i iinued to descend for about 
four miles. There wc foimd a large number of 
men in a temporary tent, lying on the panels of the 
portable houses: some of them were suffering from 
mountaw-siokneas, others vomiUngi some had at- 
taeksof £anh(Ba,othershadnot got over theirforeed 
march, and showed me their bleeding feet and shoe- 
less condition; all were looking half-savage, with 
ovei;gro>\n beards, dirty and ragged cluusa,»so 
totally different from their trim and neat appear- 
ance on board ship, tiiat I was shocked at the 
change produced in so short a time. 

Whilst Dr. Judd administered to the sick, 1 
spoke to fliose who were well, and anoeesded in 
animating them : they all assured me they were 
'^good pluck," and such I afterwards found tb«n. 
They set about mending their Aoes and maldog 
sandals; and by the neat day» wuujwm tens- 
porting small loads up the moontshi ride. 

At about four o'clock we rear hi 1 the Recruiting 
Station, having encountered the boxes and various 
articles, together with j>ieceB of the portable house, 
strewed along the way. These had been left by the 
natives, who deserted tvt »iaMewhen those who had 
left me the first night came dosvn giving exagge- 
rated accounts of the cold, and other difficulties of 
the journey. I found laettteasat Bttdd quite well, 
and only a few of the men that wen wlth him iiek: 
they had little or uu provisions. 

The difference of temperature between the alti- 
tude of fourteen thousand and nine thousand feet 
was very apparent : we could now enjoy sitting in 
tlie oj)en aii" without feeling cold; it was as if we 

had passed at once from winter to spring. Although, 
ten days before, I had lodied upon this spot as 
particularly barren, being destitute of vegetation 
and without water, yet, by comparison with the 
upper atatiott which we had just left, every thing j 
now appeared eomfwrtable. It had beta chosen, | 
as I have said before, (tar a very remarkable cave, | 
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which had now become our lioBpita!, and which 
was found dry, warm, and large enough to have 
aceomiDodated the whole party. All the aiok wsra 
immediately transported here, and plaoed uAder 

the .superintendence of Dr. Judd and his assiatahtH. 
The meo here had procured a lai^ turtle-ehell 
from tile m^tiven, and in commemoration of their 

irxunt, pntTTTi'i efl rvti it. all thoir nnTTies, and nailed it 
t4j a jslaii winch Lhej fi-ectod at the niuuth of 
the cave. 

We passed ttie night vrith Lteatenant Budd, and 
although the lava floor of die tent waa a rough bed, 
we seldom enjoyed so sound a sleep. 

After nrraiiging every tiling relative to tlie pro- 
visions, wiicn they slumld arrive, and viait&lg the 
sick with Dr. Judd, I determine d to return to tlie 
top. The doctor remained ior a day or two, to 
arrange matters with tlie natives at the lower sta- 
tion, so as to have our auppliea more regularly for- 
warded. Talcing with me James O. Clu>ke, a sea- 
man, I a^'ain started for tlie Bummit, heavily laden 
with proviiijuQs. lu order to prevent any accident 
by knag die direction, small flags were placed, as 
we went up^ within sight of each other. We 
reached the observatory at the terminal crater 
at four o'clock, after a hard walk of six hours. 
We had now thr^ stations, viz.: the Becruiting 
Station, Lieutenant AMen'i, and the Fhg Station, 
under the sergeant of marines. These n ri U it 
a more easy tmk to get the loads up, although 
it would require a longer time. 

I found they had built some part of the wall 
around onr encampment on the summit, and being 
apprehensive that we were aj^aiu to liave bad 
weatiier, we all joined to secure the tenta more 
effectually agaunt the aBtiel|Nited storm. 

Tho cold, this day, to our feelings was intense, 
alttiough the temperature was not lower than 26". 
All our exertions in carrying stone far Uie wall, 
and violent exmise, eould not keep ns warm. Dr. 
Fldcering eanm in, towards dark, half firaien, 
bfttring made the circuit of the three eraten, triiich 
had oooupied him nearly all day. 

The tw(» chronometers, witii the pendulum clock, 
and some of the p' ihIiiI'hti apparatus, had reached 
the top during the day ; and I was rejoiced to find, 
on examination and comparison with the one I had, 
that no difference of rate had yet'talten pkoe. 

On the S8th the day dawned with fine weather, 
and continued beautifully clear. We were employed 
ill taking observations, and the transit was set 
firmly, to get the passage of the flten : » waH waa 
also built anmQdtbeobMrvatQiy,to jwoleefe It fieetn 
the wind. 

On the 29lh we were busy putting up the pen- 
dttlum apparatus. A short time aSiter noon. Dr. 
Jttdd again joined ua with the joyfiil newa ttiat the 

party from the shi)) had arrived, with sixty days' 
provisions for as many men. I now felt that 
through our own perseverance we ahoold aoeoeed 
in obtaining our wishes, for with this supi»ly wc could 
remain sufficiently long to ettect my object in visit- 
ing tlie mountain. 

At night, on the 30th, we had ft visit from the 
old guide, Keaweehn, the bird-oateher, who gave 
us the name of the terminal crater, Moku-a- 
weo>weo, and of that south of it as i'ohakuohanalei. 
According to his statement, Mokn-a-weo-weo 
emitted fire not long after Cook's visit} and again 
five years »nco, on the north side. 



We now erected our pendulum-house, and 
Treble, tlie armourer, soc^eded in rendering the 
bar of the pendnlum-frame aa good aa it waa ori- 
ginally. 

The view from the western si 1< nf the iVime of 
Mauna Loa was, as we saw it, surpassingly grand. 
In the distance, the ishind of Mani emerged from 
and broke the line of the deep blue horizon, while 
its lower side was dimmed by a whitish haze, that 
seemed to unite it to the island of Hawaii. The 
same liace enveloped the hillaof Kohala on onr 
right, and the weatem extremity of HawmiL 
Nearer to us was Hualalai, the third great moun- 
tain of Hawaii, up whose sides a compact ina.s.s of 
white fleecy elonds was impelled h\ tlh ^ea breeze. 
To onr right rose in bold relief Mauna Kea, 
covered witli its snowy mantle; and at our feet 
was spread out, between the three great moun- 
taina, tto black plain of lava, overhung by a dusky 
pall of elonda. All these fcatnrea were ao blended 
iiif 1 oach other by the mist, as to exhibit a tone of 
harmony tliat could hardly be conceived, consider- 
ing the variety of the forms, characters, and dis- 
tances of tlie objects, and which eeemed to blend 
earth, sea, and sky into one. I can never hope 
again to witness so sublime a scene, to gaze on 
which exeited such feeUngs that I felt relieved 
when I tnmed fimn it to engage in the datiee that 
bad called mo to the spot. 

It was not without some nervous excitement 
' that I phkeed my instrument on the highest point 
of Mauna Loa, within a few feet of ita crater, and 
turned it upon Mauna Kea, to measure the diflR^nee 
in the height of these twin giants of the Pacific. 

The very idea of standing on the amnmit of one 
of the highest peaks in the midat of thia vaat ocean, 
in elo.se proximity to a precipice of profound depth, 
overhanging an immense crater " outrageous as a 
' with molten rock, would have been exeitfaig 
even to a strong man ; but the aenaation waa over- 
powering to one already exhausted by breathing 
tlie rarefied air, and toiling over the lava which 
thia huge cauldron must liave vomited forth in 
qnantitiea inlBeient to form a dome sixty milea m 
diameter, nnd nearly three miles in height. 

I was still in doubt wliich mountain I should find 
the higliest; for although jtrevious measurements 
had given it m favoor of Maun* Km, yet I bad 
found Mauna Loa abont three hundred met higher 
than it had been reported to he. Double the zenith 
angle waa soon obtained-, and decided it in favour of 
Manna Ken, and subsequent calculations gave one 
cone of it as one hundred and ninety-three feet 
above the place where I stood. Although twin 
mountains, they are of very different chai*acter. 
Manna Kea ia n vast monnd topped with ooneOf 
nhie in mimber, whilst Manna Xoa is a smooth 
dome. On the former the frosts of winter prevail, 
while the latter has internal fires, and occasionally 
vomits forth its lava to the very point where the 
other begins to riB<^ eoTsring its bvoad flauks with 
layers of rocks. 

When day broke, on the 13th January, all was 
bustle on the summit of Maima Loa. Every one 
was engaged in taking down and peeking up tlie in- 
strument- 11. 1 i juipnge, loaded with which the na- 
tive labourers scampered off. Some of them, in- 
deed, unable to bear the cold anv longer, and hoping 
to obtain loads afterwards, withdrew without bnrw 
dens. 



Digitized by Google 



Diptttan «rtlw Vtaottmm fkma 
HUoBay. 



SANDWICH IStANDS. 



btaadorHMd. 



At nine o'oloek. Dr. Judd, myatiU, and aU of the 
crew of the Yineennes, 1wd« adiea to Uie walled vil- 
lage we liaJ built. The men showed their delight 
at quitting this barren and desolate spot by three 
hearty cheexs. 

Previous to our iloparture, T had the \vorr1'q 
"Pendulum Peak, January, 1841," cut lu llie lava 
within our village. J. G. Clarke, one of the seamen 
belonging to the Vincennee^ who made these narks 
eame to me and desired, on the part tit the men, 
that I w ould allow them to add to it U. S. Ex. Ex., 
in order that there might be uo mistake as to who 
had been there; to thu I readily gave my consent. 
This was the same man who had been wounded at 
Malolo,and one of the best and mostu.'^cful we had 
witli us; in himself he imited many emiiloyments, 
as a seaman, drummer, fifer, cook, and stone-cutter; 
knew a little of physie, sang a good Milov's song, 
and was withal a poet ! 

The wind when we set out, blew very strong 
from the south-west, and flurries of tnow were 
passing by every few minutes. In two hours we 
reached the Recruiting Station, where we found 
Lieutenant Alden and many Kanakas on their way 
up. After a rest of two hours, and obtaining new 
•noee, we went on and reached the Sunday iMation 
at five o'clock, scarcely able to drag one foot after 
the other. Here we were B,inin enveloped in mist, 
and found the soft and delightful temperature of 
spring. I cannot ventare to descril>e the effect 
this produced on us after oar three weeks' sojoium 
on ihi^ cold, bleak, and ban-en sununit. I felt for 
the first time in my life Cairly broken down, and 



almost past the soothing effects of the loomi-loomi, 
which the natives at once ofbred «a a relief to me: 

it may be called a lesser shampooing, and consittts, 
as practised in the Sandwich Islands, of a gentle 
kneading of the limbs, which has a gi'eat tendency 
In restnrc the eii'eulation, and relax the mUHcles 
and joints. The natives use it for rheuniaiiHm, 
headache, and all kinds of pains. It requires some 
diill to do it well, and there is the great^t differ- 
ence in the performance between persons who are 
practised in it and those who are not. The chiefs 
generally have two persons employed at tlie same 
time. We soon had a good Are made before snr 
Hawaiian hut ; its warmth, together with an ex- 
cellent supper, made us comfortable, and we were 
soon asleep on the dried grass. 

The next morning, when I awoke, all nature 
seemed to he i^ve : the songp of the birds, the 
cheerful voices of the natives, were delightful; the 
green foliage gave every thing an air of spiiag. 
We were so stiff as sesveely to be able to move, 
which was all that now remained to remind us of 
the scenes we had left, and the fatigoes we had 
undergone. When we iigain set off, it was amusing 
to see the whole party moving along with their 
stiff «id adilng limbs, trying to appear but little 
fnt'^'ird. At twelve o'clock we reached the sta- 
tion where we had abandoned our chairs, and I 
never was more relieved than when I reached 
mine, for I was quite unable to walk aiur further. 
Here, also, we were met by til* mitivss with friut ; 
indeed, every step we took sesmsd tO hsnStOtinK 
US to the comforts of life. 
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By the 15th of Fehniary, 1841, I fonnd that my 

long detenti(m at liil> ^\'M'll.l iihu-e it out of my 

Cmet to visit the Marquesas islands, as I had 
tended. I thercfore determined, before return- 
ing to Oahu, to pas.s a slun-t time at Maui ; and as 
we had exhausted the field oi research on Hawaii, 
I gave orders to Messrs. Pickering, Drayton, and 
Braekenridgsif to take passage thither in a small 
vessel, in order that they might have * longer time 
to explore that i.sland. Dr. Judd took priP^ntTf in 
the same vessel, to return to Oahu. On the otli 
of March, we succeeded in getting to sea. 

Tlie longitude of Waiakea Bay was found to be 
l')6° 3' W., latitude 19° 43' 61" N. 

The afttirnoon w:is fine, and the snowy peak of 
liiauo* Kea was %uite disUnct : by nmning a base 
Hue widi the patent hw,and ohIainiDg the requisite 
angles, we made its height tliirteen tfuvuflsnd six 
hundred and fifty-six feet. 



At midnight, being nearly np widi Kahoolawe, 

we hovo-to, to await daylight, as I wished to look 
for a shoal that was supposed to exist off its southern 
end. I passed within two and a half miles <>f tli c 
point, and had nothing ios^ than seven and a q^uar- 
ter fathoms water. By half-past nhie wa Iwd 
entirely h>i^i tin tra ^w, owing to the high land, and, 
after being becalmed for an hour, we took a light 
sea-breeBO from the south-west, which slowly 
bronr^bt tts to anchorage in Lshsina Roads^ 
abreast oi the king's palace. 

The island of Maui ia divided into two oy;^1 
shaped pentosulas, connected by a low isthmus, 
only a few feet higher than tiia heaeh. Although 
on a first view the peninsulas resemble each other, 
on closer examination they are found to be very 
different East Maui il the largest of the two, and 
rises in one unbroken mountain tan thoussnd feet 
in elevation, which fidls aliiMal pnpendienlarly 
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towards the sea. West Maui has many almrp 
peaks and ridges, which arc divided by deep val- 
leji^Mid which in descending towarda th« mm ofOi 
oat and fbnn doping plains on flw mmt k and 
80'tt!> si,^(?B of con,sidei;tli!f extent. The highest 
peak ()t West Maui wa« found, by trmogulation, to 
he six thooMnd «M famdred and thirty feet. 

An o€Beer was at once despatched to wait upon 
the king, who signified his desire to see me in the 
afteniooii. I accordingly had the honour of wait- 
ing on him, and was reoeiTed with great warmth 
and kindness. I|MidliiiiiAlaDgvtaife,iitwhiah die 
convt rsntiun tmned priiiripilllj Hii thfr Imrinntn of 
Liti tBlands. 

The king's palace is built of coral rock, and is 
onljr half finished : it already eecnis to be in a 
somewhat dilapidated state, and exhibits poverty 
rathi-r than regal magnificence. I could not but 
feel that too little atteotioo had been given to his 
houMhold hy those who baire had the maiugenent 
of his affairs. I regretted to see that any change, 
«ixeept for the better, had been effected in the 
native style of aecnmraudation. His present re- 
sidence is neither calcuJated to maintain the respeet 
of hie subjects, nor to enhanee hie importance in 
the eyes of foveignei's. I am well aware that im- 
provements are going on near to and connected 
with the ritnation his bouse occupies, but I believe 
that thc^c c'luid all have been long sfaiee finidied, 
Imd proper exertious been made. 

The town of Lahuna i-^ built along the bsidi for 
a distance of three-quarters of a mile s ll is princi- 
pally composed of gnMs-hoosee, eitnaied as near 
the beach lus possible : it has one principal street, 
with a few others running at right angles. After 
the king's palace, the fort is the most conspicuous 
cAijrct : its form is (jnadrangular, the longest Ride 
lacing tlie 8ea ; it is of little account, however, as a 
defence, serving chiefly to confine unruly subjects 
and aailon in. The are* within is about one acre, 
and the wmlis are twenty feet high. By the ob- 
servations which I made here, it is situated in 
longitude 151?* 41' W., latitude 20° 51' 60" N. 

I had the pleasure of feeeitril^ his majesty on 
board, with suitable honours, accompanied by his 
suite. They made a very respectable appearance ; 
and although wliat I had alread^y seen of the king 
had grestljr prepoaseaeed me in his favouri a visti 
whien I piud bim before my departure tended 
greatly to increase the interest I felt for his wel- 
fare. Instead of being received in the dilapidated 
and lialf-flnidied palace, 1 was ushered over a 
small causeway to a short distance behind it, into 
his private apartments, and introduced to his wife, 
who had been very unwell. She Ls not acknow- 
ledged as queen. She is the daughter of an inferior 
duef on f&e island of Hswan, and the pvettiest 
woman on the island. The king, it is believed, 
married her from affection, and against the wishes 
of his chiefs, after they Ind prohibited his nsniSfe 
with his sister Nahienssns. In or6«r to prevent 
any dispute in the eneeeseton to the throne, it was 
formerly dL (^nic ! riCcesRary that the king should 
take all the women of the higheat rank as his 
wives, and all the children bom of them were de- 
clsred and considered as his heirs. 

The present king is said to be the natural son of 
Kamehameha I., and beosiM^ from pditicsl eaasse, 
heir to the throne. 

tbeesaseway we XMdiedmansU 



island : on this was a grass-honse of moderate 
dimensions, surrounded by hibiscus trees, which 
grew quite low, and made a bower almost imper- 
▼ions to the son's rays. At the entnnee of the 

house I was met by his majesty, dre^st 1 in :i 
roundabout of blue cloth, and white paiital<x.)ns. 
He led the way into the bower, in the centre of 
which his wife waa lying in a clean white hammock, 
suspended between the trees. Every thing about 
her was pleasant-looking, betokening care and j 
attention to her comfor^ and a degree of refine- 
nent I Kttle expeeted to see. Although nnwell, 
she showed many marks of beauty^ sad I Was 
nmch struck with her appearance. 

The king told ms these were their private apart- 
ments, where they could remain undisturbed and 
free from uitrusion. They passed moet of their 
time together, and he pointed out a small hut of 
ti-Ieavcs tliat he had constructed for her, in which 
she had been lymg on new-mown grass. The king 
pointed out the improvements he Irad in contem- 
plation, but complained that he had not money to 
carry them on. Although his income is very con- 
aidenble, in tapes and native produce, and would 
hsTe oomtitnted great wealth id former times, yet 
from the depreciation in the value of these articles, 
it ia now of little value. He has so many hangers- 
<«, that it takes a large amount to supply, main- 
tain, and clothe them, even in the ordinary gar- 
ments of tJie island. These circumstances leave 
the king quite as poor as siqr ef his subjects. 

The Tittle domcstio seens I had witnessed gave 
me great pleasure, the more So from being quite 
unexpected ; and I found afterwards that very few 
are ever admitted to this sanctum sanctorum. I 
take pleasure in mentioning it, as I had not before 
given his majesty credit for the domestic virtues, 
wliich I am now aatiiified he possess to a great 
degree, both from the tenor of his conversation and 
the plotting ]>ieture he exhibited in the hist intsrw 
view I had widi bin. 

His wife is much fairer than the natives usually, 
and she has not so coarse and disproportiouate a 
figure as seems characteristic of the females of 
distinction in these islands. Her features, how- 
ever, were decidedly of the native character. The 
tone of voice was plesiiing and ladylike. 

Wishing to inspect the female aeminaiy of Wai* 
htktt, wbloi I bsa besrd mudi spoken of, I went 
over to it, in company with Mr. Dmyt One of 
the chiefs was obliging enough to funmh me with 
a horse for the oc' msm ri. 

The seminatT of Wailuku consists of an extensive 
range of coral and adobe bnildings, beautifully 
situated on an inclined plane, liii^h and massive 
precipices behind, in a flourishing village, which 
shows mors of systemalie improvement end organ- 
ized exertion than any place I have met w ith in the 
Hawaiian islands. The fields, also, are better 
fenced, and the crops more diligently attended to. 
We were kindly received by the Rev. Mr. Greene, 
his lady, and Miss Ogden, who have the charge of 
the estiblishment, which consists of eighty scholars, 
between the ages of twelve and eighteen years. 
Every opportunity was afforded me of inspecting 
the establishment, anH v:h'i]o T found much to com- 
mend, there were many tlangs I could have desired 
to see changed. 

In the first place, I was nmeh strode with the 
i^ppesimaee ef « want of deanlinew in the 
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of the Rcholars, contrasting w mifkvwixably with 

the neatness and cleanliness of the rest of the 
establishment. Neither can it be expected that 
they should imbibe cleanly habits, or be able to 
preserve them, when they are allowed to wcai- their 
clothes unchanged from the begiiiniug to thu end 
of tba week. The dress consists of the usual loose 
gown ii4opted in the iakndfl^ end in which these 
children are allowed to sleep. On Sntniday they 
wash, and on Sunday make tlieir appearance in a 
white cotton smock, shawi, and bonnet, the latter 
of Uieir own manufacture. Their dormitory is a 
long adobe building, with walls two feet thick, 
divided into compartments twelve feet by ten, each 
of which accommodates three scholars. More than 
half of this qMtoe is oocnpied by their bed, which 
is made of mate laid on a banlt of ti-leaves, or 
sugar-cane, about two feet thick, with a small 
piUow of about eight inches square. What clothes 
they had were hung up in the corners, andaseanty 
supply they ayiywared to be. R*)ll8 of tapa were 
Ulid on the niatn, wliioh serve to cover them at 
night. The only ventilation was througli a small 
window and the top part of the partttion-walL which 
was left open. I passed faito eeveml of these 
small rooms, all of which had a musty smell, as of 
decayed or mouidy vegetable matter. It was no 
longer a subject of surprise to me that the esta- 
blishm- nt liad obtained the name of being un- 
healthy, or tliat several of the girls had died*. 

While Mr. Greene gives the scholars instruction 
in the vanona departmeats of education, Mim 
Ogden teaches them all kinds of useful employ- 
ments, such as spinning, weaving, knitting, sewing, 
quilting, mtlituery, Stc She haa, also, the super- 
intendence of their eallBg apartment, and no 
place could be better arranged tlian tliis part of 
the establislmient : every thing has a useful pur- 
pose, and one readily sees the practical operation 
of all that is doing. I had the pleasure of seeing 
the adiolMa al their meals, where aH was regulated 
and went according to rule : those who were ap- 
pointed to *' wash i)p" l&ept Uieir places while the 
rest left tlie table. They made a better appearance 
at their morning meal than they had done on the 
day of our arrival, wearing now neat white capes ; 
but I still saw the same frocks. 1 do not, however, 
wish to give the idea that they are not in reality 
dean: thej an lo heyend a doiibC, as I understood 
they bathed a1mn''t rvrry day ; but they did not 
look tidy. Miss (Jgdcn took her place at a small 
table, whence she was enabled to overlook the 
whole. Their food is that of the country, consist- 
ing principally of pof and fish, and they are occa- 
sionally indulged with molasses. 

Baths and waUcing-grounds are prepared for 
them, where they can take exerdsa TIm avowed 
object of this ept-aV'ithmcnt is to educate the 
daughters of Hawau as wives for the young men 
who are educated at Lafaainaluna. They are fed 
and clothed by the Miiaianaiy Soeiefy, and it is 
proposed that they shall remam at die establish, 
ment unt'l tl - y be married. 

One courUiliip has already taken place by letters; 
and I was informed theee were the first love-letters 
that had ever been written in this group. I was 

* I have since understood that this defect has been 
remedied, the scholars lasvlag been provided with bedsteads 
and beddiagi sad that ao eaiti of sifikneM have ilace oo- 
eumd. 



extremely desirous obtaining the originals or 

copies, but was not successful. T'se correspond- 
ence appears to have been carried on under the 
eye of the nubaionarie^ and the expreaaions they 
confninf 1 were verj* common-place. 

Tins wliole establishuieut does great credit to 
those who are engaged in rearing it up, on ac- 
count of the method and perBevcrencc with which 
it ia oBRied on. It is extremely gi-atifying to see 
efforts of this kind made, but I cannot help doubt- 
ing the policy of not allowing any uf the burden of 
it fall upon tiie natives themselves (the parents). 
Tlio only argument advanced in justification of 
this course, was the rather unsatisfactory one, 
that these people caimot understand and aj^pre- 
ciate sufficiently the advantages, to be persuaded 
to eontribnte to the edveation of tiieir duldran. 
As far as my own observations went, I believe this 
to be an error. As long as the chUdren are edu- 
cated and maintained gratis, the nativaa will nevw 
make any exertions to furnish the means. Some 
of the natives said to me, on my making inquiry 
why their children were not at the seminary, that 
they could not get them there, for all those ad- 
mitted were adeeted by the ittia(nouariea,and then 
are no other means of tuition ; they also added, 
that they would be willing to contribute a few 
dollars for the edueatioa of their ehildraii^ if 
allowed. 

The greatest objection to the system of this 
school, in my opinion, is that tlie pupil^ are not 
taken at an earlier age, and before their liabits are 
in any way formed, and that it is attempted to 
educate them exclusively for civilized life as it now 
is. Taken at too advanced an axe, they have 
scarcely an opportunity of fovgettuig the life of 
ease they led whUe in their savage state ; and thns 
their early impressions remainiug still nneradt- 
cated, they return almost as soon as the} 1 a i- the 
school to their savage state, finding it more easy 
than to keep up their partially oiriHzed habits ; 
whereas, if they were taken vory young, and put 
under a course of discipline that would make their 
improvement permanent, and were, besides, taught 
the way of maintaining themselves as they now 
are, by vaMk employment, they would not be as 
likely to relapse into their former habits, or adopt 
those of their parents. I have little doubt, that 
sucA • course would be a great means of refonn* 
ing many of thrir parents, as far aa they arc sus- 
ceptible of reformation ; for the relation between 
parents and children is altogether different with 
them from what it ia amouEua, parents being in> 
variably under the eontru of the ehildren, after 
the latter have grown up. 

The plan of taking the children, as is done, from 
the dregs of the natives, is, I thmk, another m^ 
take. The higher orders in a monarchial system 
of government ought to be more carefully insti-ucted 
than the otliers. This principle is admitted by the 
establishment of the chiefo' sebool at Honolulu, 
and I see no rsason why it should not equally 
apply to the children of tlio petty chiefs, or second 
class. 1 am, indeed, satisfied that greater advan- 
tages would be derivud hom sueh n eonrse, sad Hie 
school would, in this way, become more popular. 
Parents of this rank would, also, be enabled to 
assist in its maintenance, and the lower OVdcn^ SB 
elsewhere, would imitate the higher. 

1 mmt do ftill juatiee to the good fws and kind 
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attentions of Mrsw Gi-ecxiu j aud frum iht- appcar- 
anoe of the aupper-table, I could readily have 
believed myaelf in New fingluid instead of tbe 
Hawiman lihnda. 

Early the next morning, Mr. DlUjlOD and my- 
self went, to breakfast v,iih Mr. Bailyend his wife. 
He is the awstant missionary at tliis station, and 
superinteiuls tlie scliool for boys. It being Satur- 
day, and a holiday, we liad not the pleasure of see- 
ing the KchoLara. 

Mr. Bail^ had {urovided boontifully for asy and 
there was ampto erideniee here tiiat dda waa a 
land of I li nty, to all ihoee who auniaad ordi- 
nary industry. 

After hreakiiat^ Mr. Gmcim was obliging 
enough to accompany us to see the Bamr-miUs 
and taro-plantations, in the valley of the Wailuku. 
The sugar-nmnufactory is an cxjicrimcnt of tlic 
king, and is now under the superintendence of a 
ChinoM. Byaoim awkward uialake hi makinf 
the agreement, his majesty's int^^rcsts were cntirfly 
lost sif^ht of, and it m said that he will lose money, 
altlioug)) Ills agents have a prospect of considerable 
gain. The iron-work of the mill was imported 
from the United States, and is turned by water- 
power. Tht! watir v.liei 1 is badly c( instructed : it 
la a hre«^ wheel, with aceut loes of power. 

There appean hot nttlo economy about the 
establishnipnt : as an instance of this, instead of 
drying and preparing the cane for fuel, they use 
wood altogether, which ia vay wmtw, and costs 
much to transport it. The «i|gar a^pwa to be of 
Kood quality, and with proper attention^ Ae manu- 
facture could no doubt be made profitable. I un- 
dentood from the Chinese who had cliai^e, that 
iho wagKt eouM bo sold at four oavta per pound, 
and that with a proper economy at to foel, a^ght 
be redueed to half tliat sum. 

Botti tibo king and chiefs hare a desire to en- 
oonrage the arts and agiiealture. Unfortunately, 
however, after they have ineoired expenses, tliey 
arc obliged to give the sole direction into the hands 
of those who have nothing but their own interests 
in view. The consequence is, that in all these un- 
dertakings the king and chiefs have found them- 
selves deceived, by li'iteniug to foreigners by whom 
they have been defrauded. 

We now rode down tho vaUej among the taro- 
patehee, and over to tho Sand-hills^ iraiere was a 
mound of human boncp, — a perfect Golgotha. 
There appau*8 to be no tradition respecting this 
accumulation of mortal relics. By some it is sup- 
posed to have been a burying-plaee after a battle, 
for the place where they were found waa Uuovmi to 
be a battle-gnmnd. Bloody contests, mdeed, must 
have talun plaoe here, if wo are to judge from the 
Donber of akdetoiui wmdi are exposed. Somo of 
tilt SI' are in a slate of perfect preservation, and I re- 
gretted not being able to traii&port one to the ship. 

Near this place we saw several boya anxiously 
watching some object, and on getting near them, 
found they were employed in eatchutg birds. Thia 
was done by baiting small Hticks, to which a string 
was tied, anid the oUier end of the string fiMtcned 
to a small stone: the bird swallows the atiek along 
with the bait, and in attempting to fly nff, it 
pierces his throat, and he is thus secured. 

After riding around these pUins WO letorned to 
Wailukn, wliere we partook of a sumptnons Inneh, 
auU parted under a feeling of obligation fur Uie 



kind alteulious we iiad received, and the tokens of 
remembrance from the scholars. We reached 
I^haina before dark, after a fatigoing ride. 
On onr way 1 heard s rmnonr that <Mie of the 

iKiata had been lost, which made me anxious to get 
on booi'd as soon as poesible. I had been flatter- 
ing myself that from dangen of this kind we were, 
at least for the present, exempt; but the report 
proved too true. Previoiis to ieavinc l^haina, I 
had denpatehod Lieutenant Budd. with Pa.ssr;d- 
Midshipmau May, in charge of two boats, and it 
to one of theoe that tho accident occurred. 



Lieutenant Budd gave the following account of it. 

At ten o'clock, on the i^th of March, they left 
the ship, when it was blowing a moderate breeze, 
and steered for the south point of Kahoolawe. 
After tliey had proceeded some distance on their 
way, it fell calm for a short time, and then the 
trade-wind set in strong from the northward and 
eastward, and soon inercosed to a stiff gale, the 
sea rraing to a f1nn;:;rrrius hri^jht fnr tlio boatx. 
Just after doubling tlie pomt of Kahoolawe, Pa&sed- 
Midshipman May, in the Leopard, hailed Lieute- 
nant Budd, to report that his boat was inking; 
and four of the men were perceived to be baling. 
Lieutenant Budd pulled alorgflide, and seeing the 
boat was settling, ordered the anchor to be dropped. 
Most of tho «rew oontimiod to hale with their nats, 

whilst the rest passed ont tlm mrst impnrtnn* nrt r 
cles. A portion of the Lcopani's crew, wlio c«uid 
not swim, were now ordered to get into the Grey- 
hoimdi Lieutenant Budd intending to land them 
and return for dioee on the wreck. The men who 
were thus left said tliat the boat was drifting to 
sea, and wished to be taken off; but this would 
have endangered the lives of all. Passed-Mid- 
shipman May, perceiving tlieir unwillingness to 
remain, jumped overboard and joined them: his 
example encouraged them to do their best. Lieu- 
tenant Budd snecooded in aa short a time aa possi- 
blo In landhig the men and artides from his boat, 
and then returned. He found the boat inl.ing 
fast, and the officer and men supporting them- 
selves witii the oara. Tho boat was now turning 
over and over as every wave Rtruck her. Mr. May 
and the n«t of the men were taken ou board, and 
they then retttmed to the shore, all much ex- 
hausted. Lieotmuuil Bodd, seeing that the fide of 
Ae boat bad been stove in by a heavy sea, and the 
impoh^'M!;;y i f saving or being able to repair the 
boat, left her to her fate, and took such measures 
as he fovnd necessary for tho ooralbrt of his men. 
Lieutenant Budd deserves mueh credit for his pre- 
sence of mind in preserving tlie lives of the men 
entrusted to him, as well as protecting them after- 
wards from imneoessaiy exposure. 

Kahoolawo, tho isfamd they were now on, Hes to 
the west of the south end of Maui, and is fourteen 
miles long by five miles wide. It is uninhabited, 
except by a few poor fishermen, and ia mod as a 
place of exile: at this time, there w*a8 one state 
prisoner confined ou it. Lieutenant Budd re- 
turned to the ship on the 15th. 

I viaited, in oompai^ with some of tho officers, 
the seminary of Labainalmia, sitnated on the hill 
behind the town, and about two miles distant from 
it. Tho road thithei- waa jpartly made by the 
pupils of the seminary. We found the students at 
work along thia mad, making stone walls. Many 
of tliew were large boys or young men. Their 
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mode of workiug whs not systematic, and every 
one appeared to be doing v.h&t lie thought best: 
they <Ud not appeiur to be identified irith tbeir 
work, but seemea vum lilre n tmbble. We were 
recr'iv<-d by tlir Tvex . j\Tr. Ar.^lrewR, wlio wa»kiiid 
enough to show us tlie whole cstablishtuent. 

On our approach, we noticed ah air of neglect, 
and particularly in the out-hulIJinga. The garden 
also was in bad order; iudeod, nothing succeeds 
well in it, bccaune its situation is too high for irri- 
gation, which in this climate ia ftbaolutely neces- 
sary. The eoll b composed of » red clay, which 
in dry weatlier forms a fine dust, covering every 
thing, and wliicli the daily winds continually raise 
into clouds. These circumstances present an ob- 
atacle to one of tl>e great object8 of the institution, 
while the scarcity of water prevents the inculca- 
tion of liabits of personal cletalhiea^ of whidi the 
natives stand in great need. 

In mil the departmenls of thb eetebUrinuent I 
saw nothing but ill-directed monna, and a waste of 
funds that might have been avoided by proper 
forethought, and a full examination of the eubject 
b^ practical men. The RchonI has passed its meri- 
dian, and is now fast going to decay, a fact which 
in I S', sfriko every one mi a casual visit. The dis- 
cipline uf the acholara is loose and irn^kr; they 
tm Huit own mien, ud make tbeir own laws; in 
this I'cspcct it may be called a republican school. 
The scholars act by oommittees, and without the 
knowledge or eonMBt of their teachers, in every 
thing that conoeras themselves and then* apart- 
ments. As may be supposed, the^ are left to settle 
their own di^tce, MM Uttle diMiplwe of «ay kind 
exists. 

It b OMf to point out tlie defeeti in en ertn- 

blishraent, but much more difficult to suf^gcst a 
remedy. The ditiiculty is, perhaps, uot easily 
OVWOeOM^ but I will offer one or two plans, which 
appeared to me to be feasible, and calcnlated to 
give the natives a turn towards becoming a pastoral 
as well as an agricultural people. The pupils 
should be taught the care of cattle and the super- 
intendenoe of lloekt, to whieb poxvut the greater 
part of the land of these islands ia well adapted. 
A sufficient inducement might be held out for 
exertion, by giving them a pMrtioo of the increase 
of the flocks, that would recompense .them for 
their care, without increasing the expenses of the 
8ijL\Lty, Abovd all things, in their manual-labour 
schools the iiigher branches should not. be taught 
before the pupils are all well gronnded in the lower 
onr^-^; (vt instnnee, I can conceive of notliing more 
absurd and useless than spenduig the time of both 
teachers and scholars in studying Greek, as was 
proposed. Fortonateiy for the atadentB» howevec^ 
tliey could not proeeed for watrt of books. I would 
not be understood as throwing any blame on the 
missionaries: there are many errors committed 
and expenses incurred in conducting a mission, 
that ought to be looked at with much charity by 
those who are visiters, aa well as by the society at 
home. Even a slight knowledge of tlie situation of 
tbinn wiU show how difficult it ia fur the Board of 
lliMona to judge of the expeoaea incnrred in car- 
rying on their operations, and how unwine it is for 
the managers at home to control their agents, 
except by some general roles applicable to their 
duties, Tho employment of persons in whom they 
liiiVQ confidence is the best and only security; and 



if thdfle who are invested with the powei* should 
make n wrong oae of it» the ranedy ia to remove 
them. 

Mnch dtsconient has been caused, and the use- 
fulness of the missionaries impaired, by iho ci>u- 
trol which the Board of Missions exercises over 
their conduct. The reatrietion on the liberty of 
the press, and tlie extravagance cnmplaitied of, is 
uut justly chargtiable to the convention; for, con- 
stituted as the board is, it is impossible it should 
be otherwise^ and the effect naturally arieea from 
employing an irr»iponidble body. I am well aatw- 
fied tliat harm results to tho cause from want of 
full conhdeuce being extended to those who are 
engaged in these duties. 

J. li liiia being the great re«ort of onr whalers in 
tliese islands, a survey waa made of the roadstead. 
Tho chief reason for resorting to this place is, that 
their erewa are more eaailpr kept in order, Mid have 
not that temptotioo to visit the ahore tiut b expe- 
rienced at Honolulu; besides, provisions are in 
greater plenty, particularly potatoes, which are 
raised in abundance on the highlands of Maui. 

Lahaina contains about tliri,e tliousund inhabit- 
ants. More order reigns here than in any other 
town ftf the same size I have seen in I'olynesia. 
This is to be attributed to the influence exerted by 
the anfh<nitieo, and to the alwenoe of feigners, 
and their attendant grog-shops. 

The district of Waiiuku ts composed of valley 
and upland. The soil in the former is extremely 
nch and well watered ; the upland, also, producea 
good crops when snfHcient moistnre can be had. 
Potatoes, corn, sugar-cane, and '•w . [.potatoes, 
are the chief produeto of the windward side of the 
bbnd. 

In snmo places there are extensive woods, tho 
trees in which are of large size ; but the timber is 
of little value, being either soft and spongy, or 
hard and difficult to work. Of the former kinda 
the natives make their canoes. 

The (li; til c of Kiila, on East Maui, although 
extremely roueh and rocky, has a loamy, rich, and 
produetive aou : it prodneea the finest Irish pota- 
toes, turnips, corn, melons, and wheat. The latter, 
of an excellent quality, is found growing wild. It 
was introduced about twenty years before our 
visit, planted, and not the least attention paid to 
it ; instead, however, of * running out," it has 
increased. At Malaca Bay there is good anchor- 
age for vesaeb of any size, and a fine fishery. 

Tho isthmua b too dry to Im fit for cultivation : 
it is in extent about twenty by fifteen miles. 
During nine mouths of tlie year it is a fine crazing 
country, and feeds large herda of eattb^ that are 
moatly owned by foreignera. 

The produetiona on Mam are the same aa thooe 
of the other islands : to these may be added a few 
fruits, as grapes, &,c., but these are not raised in 
large quantities. 

In industry and enterpri'T', the natives of this 
island have made but slow in -ress, though there 
is abundant evidence that tliey possess l)oth, if 
properly developed. This ia shown in their at- 
tempts at enttivatioD. 

Both at Waiiuku and at Ilamakualoa, the natives 
have shown much persevcxauco aud enterprise in 
erecting stone churches. These are built by 
native workmen, and their dimensiona are one 
hundred feet in length, by fifty feet la width. For 
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tlie construction of tliat at Hamakualoa, they were 
obliged to bring tlic stomas, lime, and Band, on 
their backa» to we pUce of buUdiag. Tbe lime 
and Mund were biwaght frnm • i&buMa of two or 
three miles, and the timSer waa drapped from four 
to six miles. In patting on the roof, it fell in 
twice, after nearly all the timbns WOM up, and 
broke them to pieisea ; bat they persevered until 
they had completed the edifice, which will eontdn 
about one tl: ii-^.tfuI jx'oplc. The whole nmoant of 
money laid out waa sixteen dollars! At Wailuku 
the bnilding-stoae vied ww TeaSeiifair lava. 

The following may give Bome idea of the duties 
of a missionary at these islands Their labours on 
the Sabbath are, a sermon at sunrise, Snbbath- 
eehool at eight o'dod^ aennom egpin eft elevea 
o'dock, Bibte-class at one, and lecture at finv. 
On week-days, going to adjacent villages, lerlnrcrt, 
schools, and visiting the poor and needy, besides 
acting as physician for a whole di■trie^ which 
alone is a wr rl^ nf no trifling labour. 

In Wailuku, the population is tliou^^ht to be 
decreasing at the rate of about one liuntlred and 
thirty amuiaUjf but no adequate causes are as- 
sigoM for this dfanfanitioa. The dhnate off Hani 
h lioalthy, nnd no diseases pmaiL loAnticidB 
may be said not to exist. 

I have before stated, that Messrs. Pickering, 
Drsyton, and Bi-aekenridge were ordered to visit 
M»ui. They had a loni; and tedious passage, and 
instead of reaching Maui in a few hours, as tliey 
bad expected, tbey were several days, owing to a 
strong aonth-west gate bloning. By Aia they 
were obliged to take shelter under the lee on the 
north side of Maui, where Dr. Judd and Mr. 
Drayton landed, for the jnurpoee «f peering «vev^ 
kmd to Lahaina. 

The north coast of East Mani is a succession of 
deep ravines, which gradually diminish in brea<lth 
as they ascend, and are finally lost on the flanks 
cf the moim tains : travelling along the coast, in 
congeqnencc, becomes almost impossible. Cn-rades 
are seen failing in these ravines several iiundred 
foel ia hdgh^ having little volnme of water how. 



The Cmo of Ibnna Haleakala is Bomewiiat Ube 

tliat of Msuna Kea : it is destitute of trees to the 
height of about two tbouiiand feet ; then succeeds 
a belt of forest, to the height of six thousand feet, 
and again, the mnuQity which ie oleft by ft deep 
gorge, is bare. 

During their stay under the lee of the island, 
the kiiu|'» aehooner song^t refuge there also, 
having been driven fnm the roads of Lahaina, 
where it is i ( ssil l. to lie durbig the prevalence 
of south-west gales, a3 ve^els are then exposed 
both to the sea and wind. 

The party who landed, and the schooner, arrived 
about the same time at Lahaina, where our gen- 
tlemen were very kindly received by the king and 
missionaries. They forthwith made preparations 
for a tonr to Eaet IbaL The Rev. Mr. Andrews, 
his son, and four students of the seminary, joined 
the party, together with six Kanakas to carry their 
food. The Kanakas were engaged at twenty-five 
oente a day, and tweni^-five cents more was 
allowed for their food. The partv first passed to 
Wailuku, where it was fbrthor iac w aeed bytiie 
accession of Mr. fiaily. 

Chops of Iriah potatoes we veiypvodaetive hen j 



and com is abundant a thousand feet higher up the 

mountii [1. 

The next day, the party set out at an early hour, 
in hopes of readdng the snnmit, but it began to 
rain violently, in consequence of which they took 
shelter in a large cave, at an altitude of eight thou> 
sand and ninety fewt. Here many intercf-ting i>Iant« 
were fonnd, among which were two epeciee of pe- 
hirgoninin, one with dark erimaon, the other with 
lilac flowers; the argyrozlphium bt^L::!!! to disappear 
as they ascended, and its place was taken up by the 
silky epeciee, which is only fmmd at high altitudes. 
From the cave to the suniTnit t!^ey found shrubby 
plants, cousifiting of epacris, vaccinium, edwardsia, 
compoeitce, and various rubiaceouB plant«i. 

On their arrival at the edge of the crater, on the 
snmmlt, the ekrads were driving with gr^t velocity 
thr hil;1i if, .11,1 completely concealcl it-^ extent. 
The height, as ascertained by the barometer, was 
ten thousand two hnndred feet. The driving of the 
sleet before the strong gale soon affected the mis- 
sionaries and native students, the latter of whom, for 
the first time, felt the effects of cold. Tlie limit- 
line of woods was ascertained to be at six thousand 
five hundxwl feet. 

The crat«r of Haleakala, if an if may be called, 
is a deep gorge, open at the north and east, form- 
ing a kind of elbow : the bott<»m of it, as ascer- 
tained liy the barometer, was two thousand seven 
hundred and eighty- three feet below the eammit 
peak, and two thousand and ninety-tliree feet 
below the wall. Although its sides are steep, yet a 
descent is praetieable at ahnost any part of it. 
The inside of the crater was entirely bare of vege- 
tati«»n, and from its bottom arose some large hills 
of scoria and sand : some of the latter are of an 
ochre-red colour at the summit, with small craters 
in the centre. All bore the appearance of volcanic 
action, but the natives have no tradition of an 
eruption. It was said, however, that in former 
times the drmd goddess Ftfe had her habitation 
here, but was driven out by the sea, and then took 
up her abode on Hawaii, where she lias ever since 
femained. Can this legend refer to a timo whea 
the voicanoee of Maui were in activity I 

Of the origin of the name Mntma kaleakala, or 
the House of the .Sun, I could not obtain any in- 
formation. Some of the residents thought it 
might be derived from the son rising fnm over It 
to the people of West Maul, whick It docs St SODie 
scatious of the year. 

Our geiUlemen made excursions to the crater, 
and deeoended into it» The break to tkie north 
appears to have been oeeasioned by the violence of 
volcam'c action within. There docs not appear 
any true lava stream on the north, but there is a 
cleft or valley which has a steep descent: here the 
soil was found to be of a sponiy nature, and many 
interesting plants were found, among the most i-e- 
markable of which was the aborescent geranium. 

The floor of the omter, in the north bnanch, is 
extremely rough, and about two inOes wide at die 
apex, which extends to the sea. In the ravines 
there is much compact argillaceous rock, similar to 
what had been observe<I on Mauiui Kea, retaining, 
like it, pools of water. The mrl;^ in pmprn), w:is 
much less absorbent thau on the liiuuuuins of j 
HawaiL 

Mr. Drayton made an accurate drawing or plan 
of the entery Ae dtstsnees eniriiieh ue eethnsted, 
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liai the man^ eroaa baaringa aerve to loake ita rela- 
tive proportiona ooireet. Periupa tiie bflrt idea 

that can br r ivi n of (Ii -,[/( of this cavity, is by the 
time requisite to make a deacent into beiog one 
hour, although tho depth is only two tbouMmd feei. 
The distance from the middle to either opening was 
upwai-ds of five miles; that to the eastward was 
filled with a line of hills of scoria, some of them five 
or six hundred feet high; under them was lying a 
lava stMani, tbat, to appearance, was nearly hori- 
zontal, so gradual was its fall. 

On their return to Lahaina, Dr. Pickering and 
Mr. Brackenridge took the route through the 
Walluku Pass, as it is called, wliich with its rocky 
peaks shooting upwards several hundred feet di- 
rectly above them, reminded tlieni of the deep 
gorgea of Madeira. Some tine plaata were col- 
leeted, and vneapectedly among the moat conspi- 
cuous was a woody lobelia, which gave ita charao- 
ter to the vegetation. The route did not prove ao 
much shorter as was anticipated, owing to the 
oblique.-direction of the valley. 

It may now perhaps bo as well to say a few 
wijids respecting the operation of foreign o])iniona 
upon the natives, who are more prone to take know- 
ledge and advice from tho booka that are eirealated 
among them, than strangers are inclined to believe. 
Theur gambling propensities appear to have been 
very mffienlt to overcome; yet, from the simple 
aeatenofl^ Do not gamble" having been printed in 
the first books eiroiilated among them, that expres- 
sion lia^ 1)1 r nio nlinost proverbial, and m i: y bavc 
in consequence been restrained from indulging in 
gaming to excess, while wme faaTe abandoned 
tho practice nlf rrrtlier. 

From the inquiries I mode on the subject of 
their vices, I am satisfied that these have been 
mneh overrated by bothrmidflnta andmiaaionaciea, 
and I ftillj bdievo that dieao nativoa sre aa 
susceptible of correot tm^«Mioiis as a^y other 
people. 

They appeared to me to be wanting in that na- 
tional pride which was found a predominant trait 
in the gi-oups we had previously visited. They 
speak less of their country than other Polynesians; 
bat Mr. Richarda and Dr. Jodd both aaaured me 
that they felt a eertdn degree of pride m tbdr re* 

vf'tive islands. As an instance of this, it was 
M ;t.cd to mo that the government proposing to 
make tho island of Kahoolawo a place for convicts, 
wished to induce the peoi>le of the island to quit it; 
but no persuasion could jirevail on them to do so; 
and it is said tliat tliis feeling lias existed to such 

an extent there, tbat the young women have refused 
to marry, unless under a pledge that they thai! not 

be rc I lii i 1 t j remove. The people of Hawaii con- 
sider theruseivcB superior to thuee of the other 
islands; next to them rank the natives of Maui and 
Oahu, while Kauai is looked upon as the most infe- 
rior. It was likewise menUoned that some indivi- 
duals have come forward to ask to excliang' ] o t- 
that had been assigned to them, for those on which 
tfawr iktiien had Maided, or where Hhtif were 
bom. 

1 waa much amused to hear that when one of 
the Unehm of the seminary gave out to the class 
as a theme, Whether it waa right for paranta to 
give away their ehiidrm V* all bdonging to it took 

the afTinnative side ! It is not to be supposed that 
their reaaons were very strong, but it waa said the 



principal one urged was the difheulty of travelling 
with them, and procuring food; this practice having 
prevailed from time immemorial, they no dovbt 
endeavoured to find reasons to justify it. 

In the opinion of a native^ the moat dbtant nh^ 
tionship or connexion, justifies him in calling on 
and receiving entertainment. They not only con- 
sider (hat they have a right to patiaJmof flie hMpi* 
tality, but speak of it aa a great convenience; so 
that in chooeing a wife or husband, one who has 
many r«diitioiis is a more desirable match on this 
account than one who baa few. This custom also 
causes more intercourse betwe e n the islands ttsn 
would otherwise talce place, and their small vessels 
seldom pass from one to tlie other, without being 
well filled with passengers. 

Amoi^ the visits I paid at Lahama, waa one to 
the regent Kekaohiohi, who reocavee vinters during 
certain hours of the day. She lives in a grass -hut 
near the water, and has several chiefs in attend- 
ance on her t die appears to be a good-natured and 
contented person, and has adopted some foreign 
customs in her way of living. She is not spoken 
of as being equal to her rater, Kaahnnami or 
Kinau. 

It has been menttoned, that on onr passage firam 

Hilo we had not found the shoal said to exist off 
Kahoolawe. Receiving authentic information that 
it really existed, I determined to send two boats, 
under the command of Lieutenant Budd and Passed- 
Midshipman May, to seek for and examine it. The 
king, learning my intentions, volunteered to send 
bis yacht along with them. The yacht and boats 
set out on this expedition, on tiie I7th of March, 
with a pilot who knew the ground. 

On the same day we took leave of our kind 
friends, and at noon got under way and stood for 
Kahoolawe, to pick up the boats under Lieutenant 
Budd. Owing to the light wind, we did not snceesd 
in reaching the point till Inti , where wo found the 
king's schooner and the two boats about to enter 
upon the examfantieo. We, therefore, lowered all 
the boats and sent them to search for the shoal. Tt 
was soon found, and proved to be much nearer tho 
point of the island than was anticipated. It lies a 
mile and a half off the point, and baa one and a 
halffltthoms of water on it. We fixed bearings, 
by noting which, it may he avoided. Ve^Is may 
pass witliin two miles of the point with safety; but 
as it is diiiiettU to estimate the distance, it will be 
better to pass the point at three miles distance, as 
nothing is lost by so doing. It is rcmnrkable, that 
this is the only slioal around the Hawaiian Islands 
that is hidden from the navi^tor; and even this is 
dtuated so near the tand ttat it ean soarcely be 
deemed dangerous. 

At nine o'clock, we took up the boats and bore 
away for Oahu. Passing to the southward of 
Lanai, though at the distance of twenty miles, we 
felt the effects of its highlands upon the winds. 

Lanai is a dome-shaped island, and appears to 
have been frequently rent, large fissures being ap- 
parent on its rides. It is exclusively of -volcanic 
formation. 

After passing Lanai, I hauled up for Molokai, 
intending, as the day was far advanced, to lie under 
the lee of that island for the n^ht. Molokai in 
about forty miles long and nine n^es in width. 
One-third of the island, towards the western end, is 
a barren waste, not suaeeptible of cultivation, ex- 

« t 
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cept in the niny seaBou; it has in consequence 
few faihabilMllii, who are engaged HMWtlj in fiBbtDf. 
Tlir nafltern two-tliirds are almost one entire moun- 
t-tin, rising grailimlly fr(jin tlu^ south, until it attAins 
an elevation of two thousand five hundred ftet; 
while on the nortJ), it is almost perpendicular. 

On the aottih aide^ It has a nanow atrip of land, 
not exceediog one-fourth of :i mile in widtn, the soil 
of which is very rich, &ud wliich contains the greater 
part tit the population. Owing to the want mob- 
ture, however, few plants will thrive even here ; re- 
sort is therefore bad to the uplands, which are 
found to b« nuoepliUo of tlw higlicat doffroo of 
cultivatiea. 

The MBOWit of arable land, or that nueeptibleof 

cultivation, is bolit vcd by the missionaries to be 
ooe-fonrth; but I should be inclined to reduce it to 
one-eighth, from tlie report of others, and my own 
obBervatiuna. Oo^ abont oiifr>tenth of this ia cot- 
tivated. 

The population of the island was reported an five 
thousand, in 1S40; eitjht years jniur, in 1832, it 
was six thousand : durin;; tiiis time, five hundred 
marriages took place. The data has sliown, that 
the births much exceed the deaths; and the de- 
crease is attributed to emiRration, which has been 
going on for aomo time. The inhabitants are til 



poor, and their pastor, tlie Roy. Mr. Hitclipork, as- 
serts, that there are not ten individuals on the 
island who have comfortable clothing, and sufficient 
food; and he adds, that there has been no improve- 
j ment in their dwellings for tlie lit ti n yeai-s. 

The aohoola on thia island are little more than a 
nanw; fcr Ihej hsw noidMr ivgalar teadian nor 
Bchnr,l h mses. One thotMUd icIioImb Mtt Slid to 
be embodied in them. 

The islaod has been occupied as a missionary 
station since 1833, and the cboreb eootaina abont 
three hundred members. 

Tliere are several small liarboure within the 
reef, on the south side, at Kaluaaba, the nais- 
sionary station, which are capable of affbrilng 
shelter for vessels of from sixty to eighty tons. 

On the I8th, we anchored oti' Houolulu, at au 
early hour, although too late to enter. The appear- 
Miee oi th« island was muoh more fertile now that 
the winter had passed. There beuig no lettera 
from li(»me, was a disappointment to tis all. We 
j were again warmly welcomed by our friends and 
countrymen. 

On the inth, we went in and anchored in the 

I outer harbour, where uu tho 23rd we were joined 
by tfaiO ParpoiMt 
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Ttat diapositioa that wm fntemled to be made of the 

Porp«»i9<3 during the winter nioullis, lias been men- 
tioned in a preceding chapter; au account of her 
proceedings in the prosecution of the duties as- 
signed to her, will now be given. 

On the 15th November, 1840, as has been before 
stated, slie li tt Oahu. In addition to her crew, a 
number of Kanakas were shipped fur the purpose of 
being employed, inid«r the direction of u officer, 
on oue of the eonl iahnda, to bore through the 

coral rtttik. 

The first shoal MNirched for was that of Manuel 
Rodriguez : itssuppueed locality, in lioigitudo 153° 
64' W., and latitude 10" 68* N.i was passed over, 
aad no indicatiuiis whatever of it were seen. 

On the II th December, they made tlie island of 
Manhii, of the Paumotu Group, and ibortiy after, 
that of Ahli, or Peacock Island. 

On the 13th, they m;ide the Rurick Chain. 

On the 15!h tiiey reached Aratica, or CarlshofT 
Island, on which Lieutenant-Commandant Bing- 
gold bad detemined to hud the party intended to 
e.xpfrimrnt in boring, consistinf; at fifteen men, 
under Lieutenant Johnson, among whom were nine 
Kanakas and three leamtni, the armourer with bb 
forge, and .a carpenter. Lieutenant Johnson was 
put in charge of the party to conduct the experi- 

Imciirs. 
By the IStli, they had succeeded in completing 
, all the arruugemeuta, when the brig left them to 



puTBue her cruise for thirty or forty days to the 

windward part of the group. 

Go the i9ih, tliey made Viocennes and Raraka 
Islands. 

On the 20th, they made Sakcn Island, which 
proved low, with but a few trees on it : the greater 
part of the islanil is a reef. 

The next day they wem up with the three small 
iafamds to the southward of Saken, wUdi they had 
been directed to look for and survey. Lieutenant* 
Commandant Ringgold found and surveyed them, 
and designated the cluster as ths Ssa*Ghill Gnmp; 
while to the three iahmds he gave the names of 
Passed-Midshipman Reid and Bacon, and Quarter- 
Master Clute. Reid Island proved to be inhabited, 
and the brig was boarded from it by two canoes. 
These contained four natives, besides a toothless <rfd 
man caIlii';T hims< If a missionary, who readily etai' 
beutcd to rcmoia ior the night on board. The 
Tahilians on hoaid had no difBcnIty in undcnland- 
ing them. 

On the 22nd, aemrat of the offieers virited Reid 

Island. Its population consisted of about t^^( nty- 
five men, womeu, and children, among whom was 
the daugllter of the old chief, considered by our 
officers as a very beautiful girl, with fine fignre, ex- 
pressive countenance, and lung silky hair : she was 
.'iprightly. Lot I n gret to sjiy, wius covered With TWI^ 
uin. The children wore Hat and chubby. 
Listttenant-Comnandaat Binggold, having finish- 
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ed all tho neceaaary observationst proceeded, on the 
23nl, in search of some islands to tiM«aattwitfd. On 
the 26th they mnde the island of Raroia, or Barclay 
de Tolly, an«i paissed close to it. The position as- 
signed to it on the charts proved to be correct. 

On the 87(h, they made TakiiM% or Wokoosky, 
witii Rarota in sight to the aoadtward 7 there is a 
passap^e between them seven miles v i li . The 
former, Wulconsky. n of an oblong shape^ ten miles 
Id circumferene* : its north end is hieh and tliidtly 
wooded with cocoa-nnt j'roves ami otlier trees: its 
eastern boundary is partly a submerged reef. There 
Ib no opi ning to its lagoon. It was found to be in- 
correcUj placwd on the charts. 

Theaeareh after Oamboy's and Merrll Idands 
prov ed nnsucoessful. The position ;;ned to them, 
longitude 141° W., Utitade 16'' 13' i> having been 
cruised ovw witbont uny appennnca whalerer of 
land. 

On the 5th January, 1841, they passed near Ta- 
werce, <>r Resolution Iwland, but found there was 
too mach surf to huad upon it. Then were abont 
t«en^ Inhahitanta, who, on the approach of the 
brig, came running to the beach v ith rnr n Tint (0 
barter. They appeared to be stout men, and were 
thoogfatto ramMe tbeaatiTea seenat (Sennontde 
Tonnerre. 

Taweree consists of two small isles, togetlier 
about four miles in circumference : it has three 
chinipa of cocoa-nut trees upon it, b«t of its south 
and west eidea tfie grcater portion is a bare nrf. 
After surveying it, they bore up fur the two groups, 
and the same afternoon passed through the channel 
between them, which is a mile wide, with no sound* 
failga. The southern island was surveyed: it has a 
bare reef on its south-east and west sides, with a 
cocoa-nut j^ove on the south end. No entrance 
exists to the lagoon, and no natives were seen. The 
aottthem portuni of the norttieni is a bvre 
reef, with'aouM high dampa of tMsa on Ae eaatein 
side. 

On the 6th, Nukutipipi or ATargaret'a Island 
was made. It proved to be a small round lagoon 
island, two miles In circumference, high and welU 
wooded on the north Bide, with a flat submerged 
reef on the south-east and east sides. After com* 
pleting the observations, they stood for Tehu or the 
Four Crowns of Quirus, the island to the v, pstward: 
it has now Eve clumps of trees. It had no opening 
to its lagoon, nor could a landing be effected. No 
traeea of inhabitants were seen on eikh» of the 

On the 10th, Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold 
made what they supposed to be tho island of Arch- 
angel, but very nraeh out of place. It is a small 
lagoon island, of oblong shape, lying north-west and 
south-east; wooded on the north-east aiid east with 
a stunted growth of trees. No cocoa-nut trees 
were seen, and the eastern piwtion of the trees 
appeared as If bnmt. A reef extends off the north- 
west and Bonth-w est sides, with :^ hi y surf, and 
there is a submerged reef 011 the south and west 
sides. No opening exists, and a tending cannot be 
effected without imminent dsag^tO the boatS. ItS 
native name is Herctua. 

The supposed location of Archangel was then 
searched for, but no signs of land fowtd. TumbuU 
labuBd was also looked tar edftout snoecss. 

On the 12th, they made the island of San Pablo, 
in latitude 19° 5^ &, longitude 145^ W. This 



tshuid is higher than those just mtjitioned : it has 
several eoooadvi grove^ and natitsa ware seen 
on the ishtnd. No e^ingwaB observed into its 

lagoon. 

After searching around this locality for other 
islands, the Porpoise steered to tlte northward, for 
the island of Aratica (Carlshoff). On the 16th 

they made the 1^1 iii l of Tahaiiea : its south end is 
a bare reef, but there are trees on the east and 
west sides. Fires were seen after dark en the 
island. This, like all the other islands, has small 
islets around it, connected by low coral reefs, and 
washed by the sea in sevonil places. 

Passing m «sht of Saken, Raraka, and Tatars, 
they tiuAe Aratiea on the 18tb, whwe diey fonnd 
the ] 11 ty a!' well, and at once began to embark 
them, which was completed on the 19th. The Por- 
poise then bore away for Tahiti, two hundred and 
fifty miles distant, which they rnnfin cm the ?]st, 
and the »ani« day tliey auchuitd in Mata\ai 
Bay. 

At the time tiw brig left him. Lieutenant John- 
son had aneeeeded ni making a beginning with the 

apparatus, r, nih! Jeriug the novelty of tlic Luniness, 
and that all were unacquainted with the uses of the 
different parts of the machinery, I was aware of 
the difficulty of the task that would be imjwsed 
upon the ofKcer who directed the operation. I had 
therefore designated Lieutenant Johnson for this 
bosinesB, who» on aocoont of his ingenuity, parse- 
Teranee, and mcehanieal eontrivanee, was oon- 
sidered by me as most siiit-vMr for thus duty. The 
undertaking proved fully as laborious as I had an- 
ticipated, and Licntenaot Jobnani's exertions were 
worthy of better success. The prmcipal difficul- 
ties he had to encounter were the looseness of tho 
sand, and the falling in of tho coral stones. Every 
means were deviaeid to overcome these impedi- 
ments, hnt in the attempts the pipes became 
choked, broke, and were thrown out of the perpen- 
dicular. When the impediments in one place were 
found to be too great to be OT«ieome^ it was aban- 
doned, and the work began anew. The greatest 
depth to which he succeeded In rotehing was 
twenty-one feet : ten to eleven f - * t were generally 
accomplished without much difficulty ; but after 
that depth was arrived at^ they frequently did 
not suooiMd fai gfttiqg down bsfond ona Isot par 
day. 

The coral shelf, composed of conglomerates and 
eomnact coral rock, seems to have horded an im- 
pednnent to ftarther progress. Aller the breaking 

of pipes and augers, and the occurrence of various 
other accidents, principally from the impossibility 
of maintaining a perpendicular ; Lieutenant John- 
son began from his acquired experience to hope for 
succeBS u day or two previous to tho an-ival of the 
brig, when the whole was abandoned by order of 
Lieatenant-Cammandant jRinggold,and evecy thing 
embarited. I am well aatistted that there is no 
insuperable difficulty in boring into coral islands ; 
but in the present case the season of the year was 
somewhat against tiiem, as it caused them to en- 
counter mnch more water in the soil than they 
would otherwise have met with. The proper Bca- 
son for such an attempt would be the dry one. 
Much rain fell during their stay ; and although no 
serious tkHanem ooenned, yet many felt mwell. 

These experiments turned out very much as I 
anticipated, viz. that we should find but little 
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ooral sand, and an occiwiuiuJ stntum of coral 
injf retnn, I hare seen the reanlts of 

a similar experiment made liy Captain 1?p'f>!u r, 
on auother island, (Hau or liuw liilnmi,) in the 
tune group. They are identical with ours. 

Among other datieo aavigned Lieutenwil John* 
■on wers tidal ohaervstttow, wbleh weire eonlinned 
uninterruptedly, from the If)lh of December, 1840, 
till his departure from the isLind; bat unfortu- 
nately, the tide-staff was placed itt lllO lagoon, a 
place not free fn»m objections, Ijetatjse the tide 
there has but n f?maU rise and fall, and is nmcli 
influenced by the wind, that blows the water over 
the reef, giviug less tide and a longer outflowing 
th«re; hai Uie flood mm distinctly seen, hy Lieu« 
tenant Johnson, during a fi^lnni:: excursion at the 
entmncp of the lagoon, to fluw lu ivpidly; and the 
high tide waa oorcect, for tlio water on the reef was 
two feet or more in depth. The record of these 
observations gives the high water at the full and 
change of the niOf)n at six d'clock: tlie rise and fall 
in tlie lagoon eight inches, and two tides in twenty- 
four hours. During oor Tisit to this island I bad 
observed a fall of upwards of two feet, and havf to 
regret that the tide staii' was placed, iu bo unfonu- 
nato a position. 

Li«uteBant«Comm»ndant Ringgold now left Ta< 
hiO. On the 6Ui of Fehruary, they made Flint's 
IsUnd, situated in longitude 151" -lit' W., and Uti- 
tode 11° 25' 43'' S. It is of small size, being only 
one mile and a half hi lengUi, from uorth-north- 
west to south-south-east, and thickly wooded: high 
breakers extended off ita point for some distance, 
and the surf was so high that it was deemed im- 
poaaihle to land with * boat. No inhahitanta were 



Thr nrxt Island seairched for was one reported to 
have been seen by Captain Cash. It was dis- 
covered on the 8th, and proved to be a low sandy 
islet with a lagoon. It is well wooded, half a mile 
in diameter, of oval shape, with heavy breakers 
surrounding it. Landing was reported to be im- 
possible^ and no attempt was made. After deter- 
mhihig ita position to be ia htitode IflP 0* S., and 
longitude 162** 22' 30" W,, they bore away for tlie 
position of Penrhyn Island. Lieutenant- Com- 
mandant Ruiggold believed the island last spoken 
of to be Suver'a lahwd, and by tbia name it is 
designated on ow eharla. At night the water was 
Wy phiiBphorescent: its temperature 78°- 

The Porpoise next passed over the aupposed site 
of Teinhoven Island, without Meing any signs of 
land, luid thence north-west across two p? "iti- ns 
assigned to I'cnrhyn'sj, examining particularly that 
given by Captain Cmh, in latitude 9° 58' S., and 
longitade 168° 14' W. No iahuid, however, was 
■era. Proceeding further to the north-west, they, 
on the 15th, discovered land, which proved to be 
Penrhyn Island, about thirty miles west of its place 
on Arrowsmith's Chart. It was of the usual coral 
formation, low, and densely covered with trees, 
among which the cocua-nut was the most cou- 
q>icuous. 

The vMsel stood off and on all night, and on the 
16th, at amixte, «uio« wen diaooveffed appix)ach- 



ing tito brig, tu great uuiubera, many of thetn large. 
At seven o'clock, two came alongside, and others 
Hoou followed them. As the numbere of the visiurs 
increased, they became njore bold, and chambered 
up the sides, uttering loud and ravage yells. They 
were the wildest and most savage-looking beings 
that had been m«t with, ▼odfarating hi a frightful 
manner, and accompanying their exclamations w ith 
the most violent contortions and gesticulations : 
thcgraeeroed frantic with excitement. These na- 
tives were quite naked, except a few who had on » 
small maro of cocoa-nut leaves. 

renihvu IsKmd was by estimate Bfty feet high, 
and was found to be nine mites long, north-north- 
east and sonUi-sonth-west, and about live miles 
wide, with an exteomve lagoon, having in it many 
coral patches: there is a boat-entrance into it. 
On this Doirdi-wistsidetlianiqipeMtstobeacon- 
tinuons viUage, with coeQ»<Bnt grwee 'tiumigboot 
its whole extent, and the ialana is evidently very 
thickly {>eoj>led: the ferocity of the savages pre- 
cluded Uie poeeibility of attempting a lauding. 

Lieutenant-Comniandant Ringgold induced one 
fif tlie natives to come on board for a hatchet, and 
directed him to draw tlie shape of tho island with 
a piece of chalk; but ho proved so wild and was so 
much amazed, that he did nothing but leap about, 
constantly uttering exclamations. 

It was now deemed impossible to extend the 
cruise to the Isles of Danger, agreeably to tlie 
instructions, on account of want of time and 
scarcity of pr vi-inTis. Thia I regret, as I was 
very desirous iliat llicse islands, pointed out by 
Admiral Krusenstera, should bo examined. This 
emise would idso have embraced the western posi- 
tions of Flbt's and other iikods, as laid down on 
Arrowsmith's Chart. Compelled to forego this 
part of his intended task, he stood to the north- 
ward j and on tlie evening of the 84th of March, 
anchored off Honolulu, after an absence of four 
months and nine days, only eight of which were 
jiassed in jxtrt. 

The results of this cruise of the Porpoise were 
■sttrihetory to me, althoagh it had been fimnd fan- 
possible to eaiTy oat all tlio duties embraced in her 
instructions. The performance of those that were 
accomplished was attended with nUMh fatigue from 
the adverse state of the weather, an obstade I was 
somewhat appreliensive of, but not to the extent 
that they experienced. Had I been at libei'ty, or 
had time allowed, I should have gladly chosen 
another seeson lor it. With soitalile weather, 
tlicre would hftve been empls time te neoomplish 
tho whole. 

From the report of Lieutenant-Commandant 
Ringgold, ndative to the Porpoise, and on exami- 
nation of her bottom, the copper was found so far 

gone ris t i make it iipr, s^fir\ to re-copper her. 
This cause of detention was unlocked for, and I 
had been in hopes to ^ve hsr crew a short relaxa- 
tion; but tljcrc was no opportunity for it. The 
necessity of a Bi>eedy departure admitted of no 
delay. She was accordingly hauled into the wharf, 

tho work set speedily abouti and the brig again 
prepared Ar 
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Oh the fith April, 1841, w« had completed ottrve- I 

pairs, and made arrangements for the transporta- 
tion of our stores to the Coliualjia River. Tiie 
Porpoiae was ordered to leave the harikonr in the 
afternoon, and anchor near the Viucennes in the 
outer roads. Towards sunset we took leave of our 
kind and numerous friends, and the same night at 
lib SQm^ the signal was luade for getting under 
wajr. We soon afterwards made aai^ and ateered 
to the wentward, in order tO paSR between the 
islauds of Oahu and Kaui. 

Ib imeeedin^ to (he north, I was desirous to 
pass over a portion of tho sea that had not been 
examined by preceding navigators, particularly as 
it is confidently believed by many persons in the 
Hawaiian Islands, that land existed in tho neigh- 
bourhood where we noir were. I was, therefore, 
anxious to make search for it in such places as 
had uot beeu explored by others, and I had pro- 
cured a chart, showing the tvaeke of Portlock and 
othere. This search was made aa dooeW aa time 
and opportunity pei*mitted, but ineffectaally. I am, 
however, far from Kitisfied lliat land may not exist 
in this quarter, for we in fact did little in tho way 
of exploration, in oonsequenoe of the foggy and 
hazy weatlicr which liniittd our view. 

The part of the Nortlieru I'aciiic which lies be- 
tween tho latitudes of 33' and 43° N., and longi- 
tudes of 140* and Vf^ ia partieiilarly aabject to 
fogs and thick weatW, and Aere are few places 
where inliiriti sns of hmJ are stronger: thus, 
numerous birda were seen, of species found only in 
the vicinity of hmd. I therefore feel satisfied that 
althougli wo failr 1 from want of sufficient time for a 
thorough sciucii, land will be found at Borae future 
day witiiin tho space just defined. 

On the 23tb of April, at 0 A.X., we made Cape 
Diaappohitment, whidi we soon eame np with. A 
heavy sea, caused by tlu strong windis that had 
prevailed for several days, wan running. I, notwith- 
standing, alood for tho bar of the Columbia river, 
after making every preparation to eross it ; but on 
approaching nearer, I found breakers extending 
from Cape Disappointaient to Foiiit Adarni^ iu one 
onbrokeo Une. 

I am at a Iom to ooiicetTo how any doubt ahoidd ) 
ever liavc existed, that here was the mouth of tlie 
mighty river, whose existence was reported so long 
before the actual ptace of its discharge was known, 
or how the inqaizuig mind and taleot of obaerva- 
thm of VanoouTer eoald have allowed him to hesi- 
tate, when he nuiHt Imm seen the evidence of a 
powerful flood of fresh water contending with the 
tide* of the ocaaa, in n bar turbvleiU wSlh hrealMK^ 



I in taiMd waten extending several miles beyond 

the lino of the bhori , ] in the marl.nl Hue of 
separation between the sen, and river water. Such 
appearances mubt be ooustant, and if seen, the 
inferences could hardly be ((ueHtlnnable, that the 
great river of the west poured itself into the oceau 
at this point. 

Mere deecriptioa can give little idea of the ter- 
mra of the bar of the Columbia : all who have 
seen it have spoken of the wildness of tho scene, 
and the iucesiiatit roar of the watera, representing 
it as one of the most fearful sights that can pos- 
sibly meet the eye of the sailor. The dif&culty 
of its channel, the distance of the leading sailing 
marks, their uncertainty to one unucijuaintcd wiih 
tiiem, the want of luiowlcdgc of the strength and 
direction «l the eorrentsi, with the neoeasity of ap- 
proachiiij- ch^^.e to unseen dangers, the transition 
from clear to turbid water, all cause doubt aud 
mistrust. 

Under soeb feelinga I must confess that I felt 
myself labouring ; and although I had on board a 

person from the Sandwich Islauds who I'rofcssed 
to be a Columbia liver pilot, I found him at a loss 
to designate the true passage, and unable to tell 
whether we were in a right way or not. I tliere- 
fore, at uucu, deteruiiued to haul off with the tide, 
which was running ebb with great rapidity, and 
which soon carried us back into tho blue water of 
the ooean, to wait there nntU the aen on the bar 
had in some measure subsided. 

The land near the mouth of the river is well 
marked, aud cannot readily be nuataken, and on the 
summit of the two capes arc several lofty Bpnicc 
and pine trees, which the ofHcers of tho Hudson 
Bay (.'ompany have eaused to be trinmied of 
brauchos nearly to their tops. These servo as 
eonapienona marlta, but our {^lot waa ignorant of 
their relation to the c Vruiiiel. 

Our pussisagtt from Oahu had been no more than 
twenty-two days, which is uousiutlly short. The 
first part of it, until we paaaed in latitude 28° N., 
beyond the iimueDee of tlm tradea and variables, 
had been attended with li|^i and eontniy 
winds. 

During tho night, I took into consideration the 
Inqq of tuno that must ari»e from awaiting an 
opportunity to cross the bar, and after duo reflec- 
tion came to the conclusion that it would be better 
to proceed at once to the Straita of Juan de Fuca, 
and tiiere begin my woxlc on this coast. At day- 
light, therefore, I spoke thePor] oisc , aud immedi- 
ately bore away to tho north wai-d. Signal was 
than and* to ner to follow. Both veiM|a then 
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proceeded at the rate of eight or ten miics an 
hour. 

The weather was very thick, and the wind south- 
houth-weat. At ten o'clock tiie i'<iri)oi&c was close 
under our loc-r[uartei'. 1 was nivKclf below, when 
I was iuformed by the officer of the deck that w« 
had entered distuzl>ed miter. A mnnlwr of MH* 
were around the Tflwellf and a cast of tlie lead 
gave fifteen fathoms. Bj tlie time I reached the 
deck, land was MCB Hmogh the haze, close 
aboard. The ship ynm at once brought bj the 
wind and all the studding-m'ils taken in. 

Th weather before long i l( an d up sufficiently to 
give us a view of the land, which proved to be Point 
GreoTHk of Yancottver, and Deatruction lale. The 
latter is easily known by some remMkAbUipeKlim- 
tiona tlirouf^h a rock near it. 

On the 30th, I was in hopes that the wind would 
continiM iAur, and enable na to have reached Neah 
Harbour ere night; bat as we approaehed Gape 
Flattery and opened the Straits of Fuca, it became 
contrary. We were therefore compelled to pass 
the night, which proved dark and rainy, under way. 
We had but litile kiunvledn;e of the dan;;er8 that 
might surround m; but uur frequent tacks Uirough- 
out the night showed us that but few exiMed at the 
mouth of the atraita. 

The eoast of Oregon, to tiie lonfh of Gape Fbt- 
tery, is rocky, much broken, and affords no har- 
bours, except for very small vessels. It may there- 
fore be coaaidered as extremely dangerous, and 
particularly on acconnt of its outlying rocks. The 
soundings on tins coast, however, I afterwards dis- 
covered, mav serve as a sure indiciition bv which 
danger may be avoided, and safety may be insured 
by not approaching the coast faito eoandiogs of less 
than seventy fathuins. 

On the morning uf the 1st of May, we found our- 
selves well into we straits; and as I proposed to 
defer the survey of this part of them until my 
return, we hastened to reach Port Discovery, where 
we anchored at half-past (i r.M. on the iJnd of May; 
just forty-nine years after Vancouver, pursuing 
the track of De Foca, bad visited the same har^ 
hour. 

The Straits of Juan de Fuca may be safely navi- 
gated. The wind will fur the gi-eater part of the 
yeu be found to blow directly Uirouj^h thoUi and 
graenlly oatwards: this wind is at times very vio- 
lent. The .shores of tlio btruit are bold, and an- 
chorage is to be found in but few places. We could 
not obtain bottom in some places widi sixty fa- 
thoms of UiMf even within a boat^ ol the 
8h«>re. 

Tlie south shore is composed of perpendimilBr 
sandy cliffs, tliat run bacli into hign and mgged 
peaks, and b covered with a forest of various spe- 
cies of pines, tliat rises ahnuiit tn the lii|;hcst points 
of the range of mountains. The highest points 
themselves are eovered with snow; and snmng them 
Mount Olympus was conspicuons, rising!: to an alti- 
tude of eight thousand uue hmidi'ed ami ihix-ty-eight 
fe«'t. 

The north shore is rocky, and composed, as far 
as we could examine it, of eonglomerate, and in 
some few places of a reddish granite. 

In the morning we were boarded by a large 
canoe, with Indians who spoke a few words of 
Euglisli. The principal man of the party was 
dressed in a coarse coat of red cloth, with the 



Hudson Bay Company's buttons, and eorduroy 
trousers. He had neither shirt, shoes, nor bat, 
althou^li the rain was falling fast. The others 
were liabited in blankets or skins, and wore conkal 
grass hata^ Ti*amhlin|t in thapa IImm off lbs 
Cliinese. 

The iinit InqoirA- waB, whellier wt wars Boaion 

or Kin;; George's ships, by which tniM ibtf dis- 
tinguish Americsuis and English. 

They brought with them for ado some fish and 
a few furs. On the latter tliej appeared to set a 
high value, and were not a little disMppointed 
when they learned that we had no desiro t f ur- 
cbaae them. Thev readily parted with their tine 
fish for a lew lish*hoolcfl and a littile tobseea 

It was amusing to us, who had no very exalted 
opinion of the Feejeeans, to observe the contempt 
our prisoner Vondovi entertained for these Indians, 
which was each that he would hardly deign to loolc 
at thorn. 

Late in the afternoon, we reached and weathered 
the low sand-point, called by Vancoaver Mew 
Dun ge n cs s, and stood over for his Protection 
Island. We passed within less than a quarter 
of a mile of the point, where we had tliree and a 
half fathoms water. 

After paasing that ishmd, an extensive bay 
opened, on whcee sliores we saw tiie long poles 
mentioned hy Vancouver, and ivpreecntc 1 in his 
book. The use of these he was unable to discover, 
but die Indians infionned us that they were for tlic 
purpose of suspending nets for taking the wild-fowl 
tliat frequent these shores in great numbers. On 
these poles the nets are set up at night, at which 
time the geese search these grounds for food : fires 
are then lighted, whidi alwm the hvds, and cause 
them to fly against the nets, by which they are 
thrown upon the eround, wbere, before they have 
time to recover t£emaelv«8y thiqr are cangbt and 
killed. 

The description of Vancouver is so exactly ap- 
plicable to the present state of tii'- pin t, tluu it was 
difficult to believe that almost hoU a centuzy liad 
elapsed stnoe it was writtsii. Tba heantlfU woods 
and lawns of Protection Island, in particular, exist 
unchanged. The lawns still produce the same 
iMSatiful flowers and shrubs, and altliough closely 
surrounded by dense woods, do not seem to have 
been encroached ui>on by thetr inxDrhnft ginwifa, 
although there is no apparent reason why it ahould 
not long ere this iuive overrun them. 

OarandMf^ein Port Discovery was close to tlie 
shore, in twenty -seven fathoms water. It is a well- 
protected hai'kour, and very convenient of access, 
but the depth of water and the high precipitous 
banks would ahnost preclade its being made the 
seat of a aettlenent. 

Tlie name of Port Discovery was given by Van- 
couver. It is eight miles long, two miles in average 
width, and its points, which terminate in low sandy 
projections, interlock each other. The shores are 
supplied with large quantilica of sliell-fish. Pro- 
tection Island covers it completely to the north, 
and would render it easily defensive against the 
meet formidable atfadt. Tlie only objection to it 
as a harbour is that already spoken of, tlio crrorit 
depth of the water, which in the middle is no wbere 
less than forty or fifty fathoms, and is ollkeD as 
much as sixteen fathoms close to the shore. 

The Indians whom we found dwelling here are of 
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tbe Clalam tribe. They occupy a few miserable 
loiIgM on one of the points, Mad are a most filthy 
race, so mucli so indeed that to enter their lodges 
is absolutely disgusUng. Tbey are no more than a 
few rud«ljr«cat Mm, ootwm m put by ooane 
mats. 

W« venminad at Port DiMOTeiy until 9ih May, 

during which time we were cm()lo}crl in ^^ irveyiug 
the hkrbour and exploring the country. Our 
botanists had a large Mid interesting field opened 
to them, and there are few plaees where the 
variety and beauty of the flora are so great as they 
are here. The soil consists of a light-bruwn loam, 
bttt its general character arouud Port J>iecovery is 
a thin, black, vegetaUe mould, with a aubBtratum 
of sand and gravf>l. 

Soon after our arrival at Pttrt Discovery, I des- 
patched an Indian with a letter to the fort of the 
Hudson Bay CompaiijrAt Nia^ially, at the upper 
end of Pnget Sound, to request that a pilot might 
be sent me. My interview v it'i the native wliom 
I employed for thia purpose was aniuiting. He 
appeared of a gay and lively disposition: the fixflt 
thing he did, when brought into the cabin, was to 
show me a cross and repeat his ave, which he did 
with great readiness and apparent devotion; but 
he burst into loud laughter as soon as he had 
finbhed repeating it. He and I made many efRirta 
to understand each other, bnt without much suc- 
cess, except so far as the transmission of the letter 
to Fort Nisqoally, and thA Mwafd he wae to re- 
ceive on his return. 

On tlie 6th of May, finding that the messenger 
whom I had despatched to Fort Nisqually did not 
retunif I determined to proceed towards that place 
wiUiont further delay. We therefmre got under 
way at half-past ten, and beat out of Port Dia- 
cuvery: we then 6toud towai-ds Point Wilson (of 
Vancouver), which forms one side of the entrance 
into Admindty Inlet. Turning the point, we 
entered the inlet, and soon anchored in Port Towns- 
end, on it-s northem side, in ten fathoms water. 

Port Townsend is a fine sheet of water, three 
miles and a quarter in length, by one mile and 
thrcc-qnartors in width. Ojiposite to our anchor- 
age is an extensive table-laud, free from wood, and 
which would afford a good site tag a tOWuT 

The bay is free from danin% and is wed po- 
teeted from the qnarten inieaee atonny winds 
blow. It has anchorage of a convenient depth ; and 
there is abundance of fresh water to be had. In the 
afternoon, we landed and examined Q» lable*laiid 
and bay. 

On the 7th, we had completed the survey; but thu 
wind coming up from the southward and eastwai'd, 
which was oontnuey to our intended course, we de> 
termiiied to renuUn. At noon, there was a favonr- 
rililc cliiin^^e, when both vessels nioveil up about 
eight miles, and anchored in what I called Port 
Lawrence. This la just «t the entrance of Hood's 
Canal, and gave us a view both of it and Admiralty 
Inlet. The weather was unpleasant, and the only 
duty that eottld he pevfovned was dtat of dredg- 
ing. 

On the momtog of the Mt, we made flie survey 

of Port Lawrence, beginninr^ nt daylight. This 
being completed, I took advantage of the tide 
aukmg to get under way with a fnah breeae^ and 
passed with both vessels as far as a small cove on 
the west side of the iolet opposite to the south end 



of Whidby'H Island. Here we anchored before 
sunset, and I named it Pilot's Cove, from the cir- 
cumstance of having been here joined by the first 
ofticcrof the Hudson Bay Company's steamer, eoni- 
mandcd by Captain M'Niel, who ou hearing of our 
arrival, kmdly seut him down to pilot up the 
ship. 

We were under way soon after daylight, 
taking advantage of the tide, and continued test- 
ing as long as it htsted.' This was abont two 
hours, by which tUne we reached another small 
cove. This was named Apple-Tree Cove, from 
the numbers of that tree which w>n in l lossom 
around its shores. This cove answers well all 
the purpoaea of a temporary anchorage. Befere 
the tide began tn ruake in our favour, we again 
sailed, and at darl< anchored under the west shore, 
near a fine bay; which the next day was surveyed, 
and named Port Madison. This is an exeellent 
harbour, affording every possible convenience for 

bhijiping. 

The wind proved fair the same afternoon, and we 
passed up Admiralty Inlet, taking the passage to 
the right < f Vaflhon's Island, and finally, towards 
evening, aJiciiored just below the narrows leading 
into I'uget Sound, within a few yards of the>shoro 
and under a high perpendicular banic, in sixteen 
fiithoma. 

Tlie shores of all these Inlets and bays are re- 
markably bold; sb much so, that in many places a 
ship's sides would strike the shore before the keel 
would touch tlie ground. 

Ou the lUh of May, we again weighed our an- 
chors, but had great difticulty in getting beyond the 
reach of the eddy winds occasioned by the higli 
bsnlta. The soenery abont this peas beeemee very 
fine: on all sides are high projecting bluffs of Band- 
stone, rising almoet perpend iculai-ly from the water, 
with a great variety of shrubs alOl^ their base. 
The tide, which mns thi-ough the narrows with 
great velocity, eatises many eddies and whirl^tools, 

tlirovigh which a ship Is ciirrled with exf r..( i iHnary 
rapidity, while the danger seems to be imminent. 
The Porpoise saceeeded in entering the narrows 
first, and in a few minutes was lost sight of ; the 
Vincennes entered, and seemed at first to be hurry- 
ing to dea tni ctfep, with her sails quite aback. We 
were eMnM onward wholly by the foroe of the 
tide, and had badced and fiHed only onoe before 
we found ourselves in as spacious a sound as ilie 
one we had just left. This narrow pass seems as 
if hitended by its natural faeilitiea to alRad every 
means for its perfect defence. 

Twelve miles more brought U8 to the anchorage 
off Nisqually, where botli vcss< Is dropped their 
anchors about eight o'clock. Here we found an 
English steamer undergoing repairs. Soon after 
we anchored, I had the pleasure of a visit from 
Mr. Anderson, who is in charge of the fort, and 
Captain M'Niel. Th^ gave me a warm welcome, 
and offered every nnwutaiwie in tbwr power to aid 
me in my operations. 

Nothing can exceed the beauty of these v^at ih?, 
and their safety: not a shoal exists within the 
Straita of Joan de Fnea, Admiralty Inlet, Puget 
Sound, or Hood's Canal, that r;in in any way 
interrupt their navigation by a seventy-four gun 
ship. I venture nothing in sayiqg^ tswra ia no 
country in the world that p o sa c w M i waters equal 
to theae» 
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The auchorage off Nis(}uaUy is very cuutracted, 
in consequence of the rapid Bhelving of the bank, 
tliat BCMm drops off into dee]) wat^r. Thr share 
risea abruptly to a height of about two liundrcd 
feet, and on the top of the ascent is an extended 
phun, eoTMwd wttb pioe, oak, and Mh. Fcnrl Nis* 
qually, wiHk ont-ralduigs and mdkman, staiids 
back about iM]f«i]^taitb» edge «f tlw taUe- 
land. 

I now put my plans into operation. TIm 

poise, with t'v I of the Vincenneg' boats, under 
Lieutenant-Coniuiaiidant Ringgold, wore directed 
to take up the survey of Admiralty Inlet. The 
fanroch, first cutter, and two boats of the Vincennes, 
were placed under the command of Lieutenant 
Case, to survey Hood's Canal. Tliu laud party 
intended to expkwe the intehur, w«a placed under 
the eanmand of LienlaiiMit Johmon of tiie Por> 
poise. Eiglity days wprc allowed for the operations 
(if tills party, which it was intended should cross 
the Cascade Range of mountains, totmu^s tlie 
Columbia, and on to Fort Colville, and south to 
Lapwai (the mLb-sion station on the ivooBkooskeo 
river), thence to Wallawalla, and returning by the 
w»y of the Yftkima mev, repass the mountains to 
Nisqnally. Dr. Ffekwing Mid Mr. Brackenridge 
wrri^ of this party. 

The other land party consisted of Messrs. Dray- 
lott Mid Waldron of the Vmeemies, myself, and 
two servants. Our intended route lay acm-s the 
cuuntipr to the Columbia river. Fit^t, i proposed 
to visit Astoria, then Fort Vancouver, and the 
Willamette settlement, and to proceed up the 
river as far as Wallawalla. From Astoria I pro- 
posed to send parties from the Peacock into tlie 
iat«rior| and to set on foot the sttrrey of the 
rhrer, by means of her boats. 

The establishment of ;>ii < l> orvatory also claimed 
my attention : a suitable site was fuuud un the top 
of tlw hill, within hail of the ship. Here the 
instrtTrrients and clocks were landed, and put up in 
a suiuli clearing, whence the trees had been cut in 
order to supply the steamer with fneL 

AU these prspMAlioiiB occupied us until the l&th, 
when tiie bng was reported as ready, and sailed 
the same day. 

In returning the visits of Mr. Anderson and 
Captaun M'Ni^ I bad an opporCnoity of exMnining 
Fort Nisqually. 1 1 is constructed of pickets, en- 
closing a space about two hundred feet square, 
with mv comer bastions. Within this enclosure 
are the agents* stores, and about half a dozen 
houses, built of logs, axid roofed with bark. This 
fort was considered <j^uite lai'^ when it was first 
e8tiU>lished»biil ainoe it has become an acricultural 
post a* well as a trading one, it is fomid to be too 
smaJJ. Its locality Is also ill chosen, on account of 
the difficulty of obtaining water^ which has to be 
brought from a distaaee of neatly a mile. I was 
infdrmrd that there was now little necessity for 
any tiort of protection against the Indians, who are 
but few in number, and very peaceably disposed. 
Mr. Anderson and C^tain M'Niel both reside in 
the fort with their families : both are married to 
lialf-breeds, and have several fine cliildren. 

Having seen the other parties all off^ or ready to 
start, our party for the GolomUft riveraho aet oot 
It was a straM::::r cnvalcadc, for most of us were but 
sorry horsemen, and we had every variety of 
n oo u tr a n mnts^ from the saddle and hridle to the 



bare back ^d halter. We were eight in number: 
Meanra. Drayton, Waldron, and myself, two eer- 
vants, two Indians, and a Canadian guide, with 
four pack-horses. All the horses and the ^ide 
were kindly furnished us by the gentlemen at the 
fort, to etaj ns as far as CowUtz Farmsy about 
sixty mflea dfabrnt, where we intended taking 
canoes. 

The dizeotion of our route was neariy south over 
the plain, paaainff oecasionally a pretty lawn, and 
groves of oak and ash trees. At the distance of 
nine miles we reached the river Nisqually, whose I 
^y ^ywiiil is sunk three hundred feet below the plain, 
between almost parpendicuhur banks. The ravine 
is about half a mile wide, and is filled with a largr> 
(growth of timber, which is occasionally 14 r oted 
by the torrents that pass down, on the meitins of 
the atto«a<rf the moontainfl. TIm naual bed or the 
stream is al>out one hundred yards wide, with a 
rapid current: its course in this place was north- 
north'west, and ita aTtnge ieiplk at tiie finrd aboot 
three feet. 

After crossing Shute's rivei', in all respects simi- 
lar to the Nisqually, we encamped, just before 
night, having traveled aboot twenty-two miles. 
Our tents were pitehed, and flm nmde; bnt on 
exuniiniiif^ our alforcas (or saddle ha i,0, we were 
reminded that we were but novices ui such travel- 
ling, for we fnmd that all o«r small afeovea had 
been destroyed in fording the streams, the sugar 
being turned into syrup, Slc. This was a mishap 
over whic^ we had a hearty laugh; it reudere<l the 
part that w as saved doubly pcedoiu^ and made ua 
enjoy our evening meal. 

In the momuig, when we resumed our journey, 
the park soenery increased in beaoty, and it was 
almost impoinble to realise that we were in a 
savage and wild counti y, and that nature, not art, 
had perfected the landscape. Beautiful lak», with 
greensward growing to the water edge, with deer 
I feeding fearlessly on their margin, and every tint 
of flower, many of which were not new to our gar- 
dons at home, strewn in profusion around ; we 
could hardly, in galloping ah>ng, but expect to see 
some beautiful mansion, as a fit accompaniment to 
such scenery. 

The Cowlitz river, the east fork of which we 
pa— ed a diort distenee frooi onr eneampment, 
takes its rise in the Cascade ]>an!:;c, near Mount 
Rainier, and has many short turns iu it. Its banks, 
until it ^tproaehaa 1b» Oolnmhia, are tolerably 
high. 

When I examined the Cowlitz in the month of 
September following, I found it exhibiting a very 
different eharacter. A lew milea above ita mouth 
there waa not water enough to float even a boat, 
and it was besides filled witli rn; ids. It is not 
navigable for barges more than tliree months in a 
year. The dlstanee we paaaed down the Cowlita 
did not exceed twenty-six miles, althoogb we had 
been told that it was more than forty. 

On entering the Columbia our Indiana required 
some rest, and said they were hungry; we there- 
fore concluded to stop for a short time on its 
banks. If I were to judge of the whole Cowlitz 
tribe from the apeeimena we had with os, I should 
say they were ^ merriest aet of ftOows I ever 
saw, full of fmi, m l l:mghiug all day long: I he- 
came at last wearied with their incessant gaiety. 

The Coluiolila, whan the Omrlili joinail^ la a 
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bruaU tluvYiiig su-caiu, aud wau at this time much 
swollen. We liad, after entering it, about forty 
miles yet to malie, and it was past noon; but Ave 
glided briskly on with tbe current, altliougli it was 
by no raeww io lipid aa I bad «xpoeted to have 
foflod ik 

About tan miles lower down, we pamed Oak 

Point, wliei'L- ihf- river turns nearly at right angles, 
taking itis courbo aloug a barrier of trap rucks, 
which it here meets on its weat aide^ and which 
l'i»es eight Inindred feet pei-pcndicularly above its 
surface. On tlie otiier side of the river is one of 
the remarkable pBMiiea of the country, covered 
with tall waving giMHf^ and atudded with many 
oaks, from whidi the p<nnt talcea its name. What 
adds additional interest and beauty to the scene is 
Mount St» Helen's, which may be' seen fxum tlie 
flea when eighty ntileB dntant; Ha height I made 
nine thounand five hundred and fifty feet. 

In this part of tlie river, wliich 1 named St. 
Helen's Reach, we met the brig that had brought 
our stores from Oahu. The ma.ster informed me 
that he had lauded them at Astoria, and placed 
them under the care of Mr. Bimie,who had charge 
of the Compaay'a fort. By aunsel we had reached 
Tcnnmatioa luand, and had yet twenty miles to 
make in a very dark niglit. We had already 
passed tbe only place where we could have en- 
oamped, and the natives showed exlrataa relae* 
tance to go on. They soon deeii'ed to return; say- 
ing that the night was very dark, and that the bay 
weald bs dangerous. This request was ovwrttled, 
however, and we continued our eonnSf though 
under ap])rehen8ion of disaster. 

I now began t) liave nilHgivings that we should 
pass Astoria, and oommenood firing muskets, the 
usual signal of an arriyal. They were hnme^atdy 
answered by others just behiad us, and the loud 
clamour of about forty yelping dogs. Tiiese sounds, 
althoiq(li discordant, gave us the delightful assur- 
ance that we l)ad reached our destination, and 
might now make our escape from the confined and 
irksome position we had been in a whole day. Mr. 
Bimie, tlie agent of the Hudson Bay Company, 
met us at the landing, with lanterns and every as- 
sistance, and gave us a truly Scotch welcome. We 
soon found oorselvea in his quartei-s, where in a 
short time a fire was huraing brightly, and liis 
hospitable board spread with good cheer, altliough 
it was pa.!it miduigiit. After partaking of tbe sup- 
per, blankets were furnished us, and we were mane 
exceedingly comfortable for the night. 

Jn the morning wo had a view of the somewhat 
fiimous Astoria, which is any thing but what I 
should wish to describe^ Half a dozen log houses, 
with as many sheds and a pig-sty or two, are all 
that it can l< ost i f, and eTSB thess appesr to be 
rapidly going to decay. 

The Company pay little regard to it,aiid the idea 
of holding or improving it as a post, has long since 
been given up. The head-quarters of tlicir ope- 
rations have been removed to Vancouver, eighty 
miles further up the river, since which Astoria has 
merely been held for the convenience of tlieir ves- 
sels. It boasts of but one field, and that was in 
potatoes^ which I can, however, vouch for as being 
very me. In fonnflr times ft had its gardens, 
forts, and banqueting halls; and from all accounts, 
when it was tbe head-quarters of tbe North- west 
QxBfsajf tofay thsb iivaUii|i iri,th tin Hudsoo 



B.iy Company, there was as jovial a set residing 
hero, iis ever were met together. 

in point of beauty of situation, few places will 
vie with Astoria. It is situated on the south side 
of the Columbia river, eleven miles from Cape 
Disappointment, as tbe crow flies. From Astoria 
there is a fine view of the high promontory of 
Cape Disappointment, and tlic ocean bounding it 
oil the west ; the Chinook Hills and Point Hllice, 
w itli its rugged peak, ott the north ; Tongue Pohit 
and Katalfl^net Range on the east ; and a high 
background, bristling with lofty pineA,tothe south. 
The ground rises from the river gradually to the 
top of a ridge five hundred feet in elevation. This 
was originally covei'ed with a tliick forest of pines: 
that part reclaimed by the first occupants is agaiu 
growing up in brushwood. From all parts of the 
ground the broad snvfiMse of the river is in view. 
The stillne.ss is remarkable, and makes it evident 
that one m yet far removed from civilized life : the 
distant though distinct roar of the ocean is the 
only sound that is heard : this, however, is almost 
iucesbaut ; fur tlie stream, though rualiiug ouw&rds 
in silence to meet the ocean, keeps up an eternal 
war with it on the bar, producing at times seoiea 
of extraordbiary grandeur. 

The Columbia, opjxisite to Astoria, is four miles 
wide, but in the middle of the river is an extensive 
SMMl-bw, with only a few feet water on it, and at 
extreme low tides it is bare : the channel is vei7 
narrow on each side, and difficult to navigate. At 
Astoria there is only space for a dozen vessels to 
lie at anchor, and it would therefore be diflicult to 
accommodate any extensive ti-ade. The point of 
land extends about Iialf a mile below its site, 
wliere Young's liver joins the Columbia, and 
farms a bay. 

Our guide, Plumondou, an expert trapper, in- 
formed me that the country ^ing north of the 
Colundbia, between tin Cowlitat and Gape DLsap- 
pointraent, is generally rougj; and rugged, with 
numerous streams of water, and in many places a 
rich soil : it is extremely well timbered, and is ca- 
pable, when cleared, of gcowhig grain, and otlisr 
agricultural produce. 

I witnessed the Columbia at its greatest and 
lea^ heights, and no idea can be formed of it 
unless seen at both these epoehs. The flood is a 
\ cry grwd sight from the banivs of the river at 
Vancouver, as it passes swiftly by, bearing along 
tlie ^gantio forest trees, whose immense trunks 
appear as mere chips. They frequently l'>'!:'e for 
a time, in which cusmj others ai"e speedily caught 
by them, which, obstructmg the flow of the water, 
form rapida, untiL by a sudden rush tlie wiiole is 
borne off to tiis oeean, and in time lodged by the 
currents on some remote and savage island, to 
supply the natives with canoes. I also witnessed 
tlie undeimiiiung of large trees <m the banks, and 
occasional strips of soil; thus does the river yearly 
make inroads uu its banks, and changes in its 
channels. 

From the circumstance of this annual inunda- 
tion of the river prairies, they will always be unfit 
for husbandry, yet they are admirably adapted for 
grazing, except dnriiig tbe periods of high water. 
Them is no precaution that enn prevent vm Imwkd 
of the water. At ^'ancouver they were at the 
expense of throwing up a kmg embankment of 
earth, but without tlw.deiurad einet. It hsa bean 
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found that the cmp uf grain sutf era in proportioa 
to the quantity of the stalk immersed : ttnlMi tlM 
wheat is compldd/ oarmd, » partial barvoak maj 

be expected. 

The waters of the Columbia haye no fertilizing 
qualiUfl^ wlueh is remarkable when the extent of 
its eourae is considered; on the contrary, it is said, 
from experience, to deteriorate and exhaust the 
•oiL It is, when taken up, quite clear, although it 
tias a torbld ktolt aa It flows by. QuaitlMiaa of fine 
pand arc however borne nloiiaf, nnd bcin):^ deposited 
in the eddies, mpidlv form banks, which alter the 
channel in places to a gr&A degree. 

The situation of Vancouver is favourable for 
agricultural purposes, and it may be said to be the 
iiead of navigatitiu for sea-going vessels. A vess*'! 
of fourteen feet draft of water, may reach it in the 
loweat atate of fl»e river. The <>>lttm1»a at this 
jKiiiit makes a considerable anj^le, and Is divided 
by two islands, which e\t<>tid upwards about three 
miles, to where the uj.]»er branch of the Willa^ 
mettc joins it. Tiie fhores of those islands are 
covered witli trees, consisting of ash, pophirs, 
pines, and oaks, while the centre is generally 
prairie, and lower than the banks : they are priiw 
cipally cum posed of sand. Dnring tlie rise or the 
river ia May and June, the ielnnds are covered 
with water, that filters through the banks that are 
not OTerflcwed. This inflDX renders tliem aniit 
for ^rnt'i crops, as the coldness of tlie writer in- 
variably destroya every cultivated plant it touciies. 

Tlie Ctimpany's establishment at Vancouver is 
upon an exteosive scale, and is worthy of the vast 
interest of which it is the centre. The residents 
mess at Bcveral tables: one for the chief factor and 
his clerka ; one for their wives (it being aninst 
the regolatiena of the Company for their oncera 
and wives to take their meals together) ; another 
for the missionaries ; and another for the sick 
and the Catholic missionaries. All is arranged in 
tlie best order, and I should think with pivat 
economy. Every thing may be bad witliiu the 
fort : they have an extensive apothecary shop, a 
bakery, blacksmiths' and coopers' shops, trade- 
ofSees for fraying, othen for selling, others again 
f ir keeping accounts and transacting business ; 
hliops fur retail, where English manufactured 
articles may be purchased at as low a price, if not 
cheaper, than in the United Stn'ite!?, consisting of 
cotton and woollen goods, ready- luade clotliing, ship- 
chandlery, earthen and iron ware, and fancy 
axtieles ; in short, every thing, uid of every kind 
and description, including all sorts of groceries, at 
an advance of eighty per cent, on the London 
prime cost. This ia the established price at Van* 
Qonrer, bnt at the other peats H is «ne hundred 
per cent., to cover the extra expenses of trans- 
portation. All these articles are of good quality, 
and suitable for the servants, settlers, and visiten. 
Of the quantity on hand, some idea may be formed 
from the fact that all the posta west of the Rocky 
Mountains get their Minial si ro ^ ft**)™ this 
depdt. 

The Winaxnette nrer is generalljr about one* 

fourth of a mile wide. For the distaucf nf four 
miles from its entrance into the Columbia it« banks 
an kw, and daring the rise of the latter are over- 
flowed, its waters being backed into the Willamette. 
There is little current to contend with in this river 
dmiiig this Mason. After pasringthistowgnnnicl, 



the banks become high and precipitous, and are in 
enly a few places susceptible of cultivation. 

At the time of our visit to the falla of Willamette, 
the salmon-fishery was at its height, aud was to tu» 
a novel as well as an amusing scene. The ealmoo 
leap the fall; and it wovld be inoonceivable, if not 
actually witnessed, bow they can fbroe tliettkeelTes 
up, and after a leap of frnui unt to twelve feet retain 
strength enough to stem the force of the water above. 
About one in ten of those who jomped, would ano- 
ceed in getting by. They arc seen to dart out of 
the foam beneath and reach about two-tbirds of the 
height, at a single bound : those that thus passed 
the apex of the running water, succeed; but ail thai 
fell short, were thrown back again into the fram. I 
never h;iw so many fish collected togetln r before; 

I and the Indians are constantly employed in taking 
them. They rig oat two etout poles, long enough 
to project over the foaniine cauldron, and secure 
their larger ends to tlie rocks. On the outer end 
! they make a platform for the fisherman to stand on, 
w ho is perch, d on it w ith a pole thirty feet long in 
baud, to whic h tiie net is fastened by a hoop four 
! feet in diameter : the net is made to slide ou tiie 
ho(^, aa aa to eloae its month when the fish is taken. 
The mode of naing the net is peoulkr t ttiey throw 
it uito tlie foam as far up the stream as they can 
reach, and it being then quickly omried down, the 
fish wktt are mnning np in a eontrary durection are 
caught. Sometimes twenty large fish are taken by 
a single person in an hour; and it is only surprising 
tliat twice as many should not be caught. 

The river at the falls is tluree huncured and fifty 
yards wide, and its greatest fall twenty-five feet. 
Wiien the water is not very high, the rapids begin 
some distance above the {aha. Some of the Indians 
are in tlie habH of eoming down in canoes to tiie 
! t iiik nf the falls, wliere they secure themselves by 
thnisting down poles in the crevices of the rock. 
There they take many fish, tliat have succeeded in 
passing the lower fall, with a book fastened to the 
end of a pole. These are esteemed to be of tlie 
best flavour, as they are the strongest and fattest. 
It is said from these places the fish can be seen 
very distinctly pasmng up, and are takn vorv tn« 
]>idly; but few Indians are wilUng or expose them- 
selves to the risk of fishing there. The number of 
Indkns at the Wilhunette Falls during the fishing 
season, is about seventy, inchiding all ngps. nnd 
sexes: there are others who visit the falls in canoes 
for fish, which at times will raise the numbertisaot 
far fix>m one htmdred. Those fish which are un- 
able to get up, remain some time at the fidla^ very 
much exhausted, and finally reaovt to tha smaller 
streams below. 

In ooiiBe<|iieneeof the intenrnption of tiie naviga- 
tion of its rivers in the dry season, the Willamette 
Valley will never become a lai'ge settlement. 

Thesahnon-fisbery may be classed asons of tile 
great sources of wealth, for it affords a large amount 
of food at a very low price, and of the very best 
quality : it does not extend above the falls. I 
found it impossible to obtain any data to found a 
eslenhitian of the quantity talcen, Init it cannot be 
short of eight hundred barrels; nr. d this after the 
Indian manner of catching them, as before de- 
soribed. The finest of the salmea are HiQSsesnght 
nearest the sea. 

The settlers and Indians told us that the salmon 
M HMy pass up the river beaoins posMr^and whm 
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they reach the tribntarien of the tipp<*r Columbia, 
tliey are exceedingly exhausU'd, and have their 
bodies and heads much disfigured and cut, and 
their tails and Una worn out by contact with the 
rocin* Many of Ae m3tuum in eomwqaeiiee : 
these the Indians are in the habit of drying for 
food, by hanging them on the limbs of trees. This 
is to preserve them from the wohras^ and to be 
used in time of need, when they are devoured, 
though rotten and foil of maggots. The fish of the 
upper waters ar-^ said to be hardly edible, and, 
conipKiad wi^ those amAt at the mouth of the 
C^hnnliii, vn fotallj mwnalt in flftvoor. The 
lattf T firr thr- rirbrs-t nnd mc»t delicious fish I r v. r 
recollect to have tasted: if anything, they were 
too fat to eat, and one can perceive a difference 
even in those taken at the Willamette Falls, which, 
however, are the best kind for salting. There are 
four different kinds of salmon, which frequent this 
riTer in different months: the Utest appears in 
Oetober, and is the only kind that frequents the 
Cowlitz river. The finest sort is a dark nilvery 
fish, of large uze, three or four feet long, and weigii- 
ing forty or fifty pounds. 

One of the most remarkable places upon the 
Columbia is called the Dalles. The river is here 
compressed into a narrow channel, tlirci- hundred 
feet widei and haif » mile long ; the wails are 
perpciuiiflvlar, flai nft Um top, aad eompoied ef 
baaah} tiw liTsr fonna an elbow, being aitnatsd in 



an amphithentre, extendinj;; several miles to the 
norih-west, and closed iu by a high ba&allic wall. 
From appearances, one is led to conclude that in 
former times the river made a atnigbt oourse over 
tteidiole; but, having the diannel deeper, is now 
confined within the present limits. Mr. Drayton, 
on inquiry of an old Indian, through Mr. Ogden, 
learned that he bettered that in the time of Ua 
forefathers they went up straight in their canoes. 

The country about the Dalles is broken, and the 
missionaries report that this is the case for some 
miles around. There are, howeTer^ also some 
plalna and ta]i1e>lands, whidi ave eonridered aa 
very valuable, being well watered with springs and 
small streams ; excellent for {rrazing, and well 
supplied with timber — oak and | iue. The soil 
varies In quality, and portions of it are very rich. 
Glarden vegetables succeed, but require irrigation. 
Potatoes also nmst be watered, by which mode of 
cultture they succeed well. Com and peas can be 
nu8«d in enlBeient quantMea. Wlieat prodneea 
about twenty-five bushels to the acre : this is not, 
however, on the best land. They sow in October 
and Ifavdi, and harvest be|^ne tonarda fba end of 
June, 

I now returned to Nisqually, and found that 
news had been received from the \ ar ious pr.vvr ymg 
and exploring parties, all of which it was reported 
«m advancing rapidly in tiie eneention of Ifaeir 
dutiee. 
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It would be difficult to give the reader an idea 
of the anxieties that beset me when I joined the 
Vincennee once mora on the Iffth June, IMl. Bay 
after day had passed in the anxious expectation of 
veoeiving news of the Peacock and Flying-Fish, 
nnlit a oonvielion iMoame general, with both offi- 
cers and crew, that some seriou? nccidcnt liad oc- 
curred to one or both of tl»em, among the danger- 
ous coral reeiii and lalands they had been sent to 
explore. They were now three montha hUce than 
the time appointed for their arrival attlieCohim- 
bia river. 

For my own part, after reviowbg the whole of 
the dnfiee aarigned to Captain Hudson in my in- 
structions, and again estimating the time wco^^f^ty 
to fulfil them. I could not but apprehend, from the 
length to whidi hia voyage was protracted, that 
disaster had occurred. In this state of feeling, the 
officers of the Vincennee showed a highly com- 
mendable spirit, and aware that .nWit: nal labours 
were thus to be thrown upon them, strained every 
nova to nvoid any Ibrtlier loss of time. The offi- 
loff tha FttpoiBa,aa I waa iufonned by Lien- 



tenant - Commandant Hinggoldy 
equally praiseworthy spirit. 

WiOi the aid of both tvind and tide, we succeeded 
in getting t1irrmj;'h the pass at the Narrows before 
dark, and wliun this was effected, I anchored under 
Vafilion's Island for the night. 

The next day we node but little j^rogreaa, owing 
to light winds, and a atrong tide agunst na. 

Oji the 20th we came to anchor in New Dun^e- 
ness Roads, where we were joined by the Porpoise 
agreeable to inaCmetiottB. I diaH fheiefore revert 
to the anrvegring opentiona of the crew ot that 

vessel. 

On the 15th of May, the Porpoise left Nkqually, 
and anchored the first night near the point where 
the surveys were to begin, Inii ontride of Ae Nar- 
row s. 

The first bay at the bottom of Admiralty Sour 1 
was termed dwnmencement Bay. Into this, itu- 

Puyallup falls, a small river, ten or twelve miles 
from Nisqually. Commencement Bay affords 
anchorage, and a sujiply of wood and water may 
be obtattied. The PuyaUop forma a delta, and 
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none of the bnnches into which it is. divided are 
large enough for tlM entmnM of ft boftk. The 

In>ii.-iTis V . r.' ;it thifl seaMu of ywtt to be CMind 
on almost all the points. 

The Porpoise was engi^ed until iibe SOfll in mir- 
veyiii:' A Imiralty Sound to the end nf Vashon's 
Inland, uriil im the afUirnotm uf tiiiii day auchurcd 
in the Port Orchard a{ Vanconver. 

Pmrt Orchard is one of the nMSt taenutilttl of the 
many fine harboum on these inhuid walera, and is 
perfectly protected fr>.m tlio winds. The only 
dan^r is a reef of rocks^ which is n&aly in the 
middle of ^ enlniiee. The sheet of water is 
▼eny extensive, and is surrounded by a lartr^ .rf ^wth 
of trees, with here and there a small prairie 
eo T Wwd hy n voidsiit greensward, and ^nth its 
honevftuekles and roses just in bloom, r c e em blmg 
a well-kept lawn. The soil is superior to that 
of most place« around the sound, and is capable of 
jielding almoet any kind of production. The woods 
•eemed alrre with squhmM, while tnehn on the 
shore and tin hukU the f a i st ^';owed that the 
larger ela«s of auiuials alao were in the habit of 
frequenting them. 

The next nine days were employed in surveying 
Port Orchard, which consists of two inner and an 
outer harlMitrg. Tlie former, although the entrance 
is by a strait not more than two hundred jarde 
wide, is from two to six milee in width, and extende 
for a distiince of fifteen mikH. The water was 
found deep enough for the largest class of ressols, 
with a bold diore and goibd anttbanige. Lieute- 
nant-Commandant Ringgold madea aetof magiietie 
observations here. 

Near the anehorage were Br < n tln i • canoes, 
propped on trees, contaunin<; the bodies of Indians. 
These were visited by Dr, llolmes, who procured 
a Flathead skull. The bodies were fouml wrapped 
firmly in matting, beneath which was a white 
blanlcet, closely fastened round the body, and un- 
der this a covering of blue < itf n. Near by, on 
stages, were boxes about three feet square, sup- 
ptMed to conti^ the artielea which are deposited 
by the Indbns near the bodlsa of the dead, and 
which were not disturbed. 

Many Indians, who were all cheerful and well 
disposed, visited the port during the continuance of 
the survey. 

I'ort Oicdjard was found to coninunucate, on the 
nortii, with Port Madison. Lieutenant Maurj', 
with the beats, surveyed this passage, and found 
that it had a depth of fouT and a half fhthona 
water at low tide. 

Near this passage is a place where the Roman 
ratlioHc missionaries have eftaVilisht-d a Kfation f<ir 
teaching the surrounding tribes. A large cross is 
erected, and a building one hundred and seventy- 
two feet long by seventy-two wide, which was found 
to contain many rude images. Many of the natives 
are capable of saying their prayers an ] fi lliii;^ 
their beads, and some were met with who could 
sing some Ottholio hymns in their own language. 

The Indians frequenting this pork called ' 
selves of the Je-ach-tac tribe. 

The next point visited and surveyed was Penn's 
Cove, between Whidby's Island and the main. 
This island contains many small villages, and ap- 
pears to be more thickly peopled tlian other parts 
of the sound. It is in possession of the Sachet 
trihe^ who have here a pennanent fottkmeBly eon* 



sisting of large and well-built lodgee of timber ] 
and phinks, similar to thoee already described on j 

the Columbia and elsewhere. The chief possessed 
a chest of valuables, carefully preserved io a cor- , 
n«r, the contents of which were shown by liira ' 
with no small pride, and consisted of a long roll of j 
paper, ou which were many representations of ' 
European houses and churches, together w-itli rtide ; 
akotwiea of the heavenly bodies, and a mu> of 
Amoriea. These had been gf vea to bim and 
plained by the Roman Catholic priest, ruul he 
seemed to understand the explanation. Tiiis whole 
tribe are Catholics, and have nraeh alfeetioo and 
reverence for tltrir in?trtictore. 

The Sachet tribe are obliged to provide for their 
defence against the more northern tribal^ by wban 
they are frequently attacked, for the porpose of 
carrying them off as slaves. For protection against 
these attacks they have large enclosun s, f .ur liun- 
dred feet long, and capable of eontainiiig many 
fiuniltea, which are eonstmcted of ntdbeto made of 
thick planks, about thirty feet high. The pickets 
are firmly fixed into the ground, the spaces be- 
tween them being only aafidenk to point a musket 
through. The appearance of one of these en- 
closures is formidable, and they may be termed 
impregnable to any Indian force ; for, in the opi- 
nion of the offioen, it would have reguired actiUeiy 
to make a breach hi Hmu. Tka tatevior of toe 
enclosm'c in divided into lodgai^aiid haa all liie 
aspect of a fortress. 

Near the harbour of POrl Gardner, a fine stream 
empties itself into Possession Sound, by four 
mouths. The water was not found to be sufficiently 
deep in any of these to admit boats at low water, 
in conpcqnenca of a bar or flat extending mmm 
the mouUis. 

Here they were surrounded by many canoes, 
oontaining Indians from the variona tribes to the j 
sonthwara, irhttm they had before seen. The drees | 

of the Sachet does not vary much from that « f Hi 
other tribes, and generally consists of a single 
bLuiket, fturtened with a wooden pin around Uie 
neck and shouldei's. Tho.se who are not able to 
purchase blankets wear leathern hunting-shirts, 
firinged hi part with bead.s or Shelby and very few 
are seen with leggings. The women ornament 
themselves with small brass bells, or other trinkets. 
Tile cartilage of the nose is also perforated, and 
pieces of policed bone or wood passed through it. 
Although the dress of theee natives wonld aeon to 
offer some concealment to flio body, few are seen 
that wear it with any kind of decency. Their per- 
sons are usuidly veiy filthy, and they may be said 
to be at all times coated with dirt. They are fond 
of wearing brass rings on their wrists and fingers, 
and a few are Men to be tatooed who have some 
lines upon the arms and £sce. They di^gure their 
bodies by the manner in which they daub them- 
selves with red ochre, mixed with sAlmon-oil, which, 
besides being disgusting in appearance^ is ex« 
tremely so in amell. 

The brig moved on the 18th June, to the 
northern outlet of Possession Sound, through De- 
ception Passage. This waa not believed by Van- 
conver to afibrd a pa.'??agc for vessels ; but, 
although narrow, it is feasible for those of small 
size. The tides rush with velocity through it, and 
there are some rocks in the panage. The Indiana 
had moved fk«n their vilhiga to tan^omylMto on 
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the beach, where they seeined to enjoy them* 
adrea. 

Lieutenant - Commandant Ringgold, being in- 
formed by Uie ludlajis that a passage existed to 
the north into Beliingham Bay, boats weva Mat to 
explore it. The information proved to be eorrect; 
but tlic water was bo shoal, that it is, at lowest 
point, almost a mud-flat; and the cIuimioI, besides, 
18 tortuous. This duty beiog completed, the Por- 
pmae, on ttM 96tb, m» xuelhd tihrongli 'tiie pas< 
sage, and anehoved luidar on« of Ilia ainaU iaka at 
the entrance. 

The Indians from various parfa of Admbralty 
Inlet, were constantly around tiio brig, endeavour- 
ing to derive some advantage in the way of trade. 
They were found to occupy various points, each 
tribe keeping distinct. Their names were, the 
Soooomisb, Snqnamisb, Chdama, and Sachets, who 
live in har;nnny with uach otliC'i', al*iii':'iigh they do 
not scruple to call one another " peshac," or bad ; 
but this epithet is invariably given to those of a 
diticront trihf by all the Oi'egon Indians, The 
term, however, is applied with greater force to the 
more northern tribea, who frequently undertake 
incursions on tiiem, in strong raavanding parties, 
for the purpose of obtaining slavsa : they are, in 
consequetir :, liol 1 in great dread. During the stay 
of Uie brig, au alarm occurred, which produced 
much consternation tasKoog fliem. Many sought 
shelter in the woods ; others went off to their 
strongholds, and 8<Hne women sought shelter along- 
side me brig in their canoes. 

These Indians suffer little inconvenience in 
their changes of residence ; for, having but f w 
chattels, they can remove at :i f a ludnicata' 
notice ; and after landing at an entirely strange 
ptece, they are at bome tbe moment their firee are 
lighted. 

The 4th of July was spent near Point Roberts; 
and on the 6th, the brig reached the mouth of 
Frascr's river, which is about a mile wide, with a 
serpentine channel, leadmg through an extensive 
mud-flat. Fort Langley, of the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany, is situated about twen^ miles from the mouth. 
The eonntry immedialely annmd is lO«r, and has a 
rich nllnvLil soil. Tt is inhaVit ' 1 by the Nanitch 
tribe, who accompanied the brig thither from Birch 
Bay. The mouth of Fraser's ri ver was found to be 
six miles north of latitude W N. 

Lieutenant-Commandant limggold, on the 20th, 
received further instructions from me to push the 
survey to tlie north; but l>dn« abort of brea^ he 
bad sent Pasaed>1iidshtpaian Sandford to obtain a 
supply, which was at one Irsjintrhod in the launch, 
although I expected to meet the brig at New Dun- 
geneas in a few days. 

On the 20th, as bef(^ro mentioned, the brig joined 
the Vincennes at New Dungeness. 

I had been in hopes that, after the severe tour of 
sorreying dnty for the hwt three montlis, I should 
be able to give tbe crews some relantion ; but I 
found this impossible, for the duties were necessa- 
rily much increased by the absence of the Peacock 
and Flying- Fish, and the neoessity of finishing as 
much of the northern survey as possible, as well as 
obtaining accurate information in relation to the 
positions, &c. I deemed it of too much importance 
to allow a day to go by unimproved. Orders were 
therefore given to the boats under Lieutenant Case 
' ta pvoeeed to PortTownsend, to fill 19 the snrvsyB 



and connect them with Hood'a Canal and those of 
Whidby's Island. 

Another cli vision of boats, with those of the Por- 
poise, were employed in surveying New Daiu;eness 
Bay, and connecting it with PrateetionMland, 
while I was occupied in getting a series of observa- 
tions for latitude and longitude, dip and intensity, 
at the low sand point which forms the bay. Orders 
were also pvmued for the Porpoise to proceed to 
Port Townflsnd ; thence to Fraser's river, visiting 
Fort Langley: and tlien tlirough Johnson's Straits, 
and round the north end of Vancouver's Island, to 
Noollta Sonnd. 

A large boat expedition was also fitted out, f 
which I took charge in person, to proceed across 
the Straits of De Fuca, to complete tho survey of 
the Canal de Arro, with the adjacent bays and har- 
bours, and thence to the mouth of Fraser's river, 
where I anOeipolod fidHng in with Am Foipotae 
again. 

On tto morning of the 86Cb, tbe brig parted 

company, and in the afternoon I set ut, \.;th h. vm 
boats, to cross the strait. The wind had been blow- 
ing strong, but I did not anticipate much sea or 
danger. It proved otherwise, however, for the tide 
was found to be running strong ebb against the 
wind, producing a very high sea, which made the 
passage at tunes perilous. We, however, erosasd 
this distanoe of twenty miles without any oAer ae- 
cidcnt than the loss of a mast belonging to one of 
the boats, and readied the opposite shore in safety, 
thongh completely wet from toe quantity of water 
we had shipped. The boat? answered all purposes 
uncommonly well; and many who had believed 
th' m unsafe, were now satisfied that they were ad- 
mirably adapted for all weathers. Large iizes and 
dry clothes soon restored the men to their wtmted 
good spirits. 

On the 26th, we began the survey of this laby- 
rinth of islands, which was continued the next day, 
27th, on the afternoon of which I was joined by 
Passed-Midshipraan May, with letters from the 
ship and despatches from Nisqually, informing me 
of tbe loss of U»e Feaooek, on tbe bar of the Co- 
himbia, but that all bands were saved. This news, 
nltli iiL;h bad, was a groat relief to me; for I had 
feared not only the loss of the vessels, but bad 
serious apprehensions for the lives t>f the peraom 
on board. A heavy load that had long buog*over 
my mind was removed. 

All my plans for the employment of the squadron 
were now at once to be chaneed; for it became 
neoessaxy fbr me to proeeed without delay to afford 
rchef to our shipwrecked companions. I thci'cforo 
immediately sent orders to the Porpoise, counter- 
manding her previons instmeiionB, and ordering 
her to repair forthwith to join the Vincennes at 
New Dnngeness. On tliu 2dth, the duties uf our 
surveys were again resumed, and a finish made of 
those of the Canal de Arro. This was effected 
through the strenuous exertions of bothoSBcers and 
men, and the tamo nlf^t we xesebed tho Yin- 
cennes. 

Although w» bad completed all that was essen- 
tial for the navipition of the Canal de Arro, I re- 
gretted that I had been deprived of the opportunity 
of examining the south-east end of Vaneowrer 
Island, which Phave reason to believe offers many 
fine harliourB. Three days more would have enabled 
me to aeoomplbh tiiis portion to my satisfiietioo. 
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On tbe 29th, the brig again joined us^ and Mr. 
T. W. Waldron was at odm sent with dcapat^-lies 
to Nisqually, to pass acr«M8 the cnniitry to the 
Cowlitz, and thence down the Coluiiibia to AKtoria. 
Among the deA|>atches was an order to all the ward- 
room offieen of thA PcMoek, to report to ma in 
writing the clrcamataiiOM that led to tiio Iom of 
that sliip *. 

On tlie 3 let, towards noon, the wind and tide 
permitting, we got midflir way, and stood down the 
Straits of De Fuca; hi\t owinj» to the light winds, 
we made Uttlo prugress. Of the northern side of 
these straits it had been my intention to make a 
very particuUr examination, after completing the 
survey of tlie Canal de Arra I have understood 
that there is a tine harbour near the eastern end of 
the island, where a post has been lately established 
by the Hudson Bay ComiMiny; that of San Joan, 
nrar the mouth of the straits, the Porpois*^ was or- 
dered to survey on the 2nd of August, wliiie the 
Vineennea was engaged in the survey of Neali Har- 
bour, Ivinp nn the south side of th,> straits, just 
within C;iiJ« I'liittery. Port Siin Juaji was found 
to atford little shelter, being exposed to the aooth- 
wost winds, and tlie heavy swell of the ooean ; and 
i» rt^ ported as beuig unsafe, except for temporary 

aiii 1,' >r.iL,'e. 

N(;ah Harbour is but a small indentation in the 
coast, which is partly sheltered on the north*eaat by 

Neah Lshind. It is the position whprr the SpaniaitlH 
attempted to cstabUiih themselves in 1672, and 
which they called Port Nunez Gaona. The re- 
mains of an old fort are still to be perceivo«l, and 
some bricks were found that were sup|)osed to have 
belonged to it. Water is to be obtained here in 
some quantity, and a small vessel would have no 
dHBenlty in getting enough. It offers a tdembly 
safe anchorage, though somewhat expcised to fli- 
north- west gales; yet by anchoring well in, wiiich n 
small vessel nmy do, ftroleetion «r«a from these 
gales might be ha<l. 

The ship, on aiu horing, was surrounded by many 
canoes of the Classet Indiana^ who inlwbtt the 
eountry around Cape Flattery. They were well 
iiis|>o!^ to trade, and were greatly surprised that 
so lar^je a ship should want no fni-s, which were of 
Beveral kinds : the sea-otter was that most prized, 
and held at v«ry exorbitant prices, more than they 
could be bought for in the Unlttd States. George, 
the chief of the Tatouche tribe, as he terms liiin- 
sf If, was on board all day. He cpeaha a faw woi tls 
of English, and is a fine-looking man. It was diflt- 
cult to make him or any of his people understand 
the use of a man-of-war, the number of people on 
board, and the card that waa taken to keep them 
from coming on beard. He diowed it by oonURnally 
asking, "What for so big ship T "What for no 
many mans I" — all probably proceeding from his 
disappointment in not l eing able to sell his skins. 

The Clasnet tribe of Indians is one of the most 
numerous on the coast tliat i had an opportunity of 
seeing, and seems the most intelligent. These In- 
dians wore amall piecea of an iridescent mussel- 
shell, attached to the cartilage of theur nose, which 
was, in some, of the size of a ten eent.s |)iece, and 
triangular in shape. It is generally kept in mottun 

• Ttaes« will he foutid published in Document Ko. -427, 
House of Repnsentatives, 28ih Congrew, l«t Setaion, dated 
10th April, liM. 
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by their breathing. Tliey liad Beldom any clothing 
excepting a blanket; but a few who have contrived 
to make friends with the visiters, liave obtained 
some old clothes; while others seem to be in the pay 
of the Hudson Bay Company. The principal arti- 
dea of trade are tobacco, powdor (** paaJalee''),iuid 
leaden balls. These are prsfifirnd to most otbor I 
merchandise, although inon cau be obtained for [ 
spirits than for any other article. This shows veiry 
cooelmuvely, to my mind, the sort of trad* that wna 
can-ied on when the Boston ships entered into 
rivalry with the North-west Company for the pur- 
chase of furs. 

On tho 3rd, we were engaged in tlio flnrroy of the i 
harbour, besides obtaining nfteen hundred gatlona I 
of water. Its position (tlie north ]>oint of Neah i 
Island) was found to be in latitude 48" 24' 40" N., 
longitude 134* 36' ifT W.; Tariatton 91* V 14" 
easterly. 

We had as many as forty canoes alongside on the 
3rd, with various articles for sale, incradlog* fiah, 
venison, &c. Some of the canoes had as many tm 
twenty persons in them. They were genentlly a 
stout, athletic race; and it was observed that the 
women were much better kmkiiw than those of tbe 
odier tribes. Somo of them, indeed, liad quite fair 
complexions and rosy cheeks. T\v y e not a.*^ 
much exposed to tl>e weather as those we had pre- 
viouslv being provided with a conical hat, 
made of '^t:\^--'<. nnd pl;\i*rd sn tight as to be imper- 
vious to water, whuh botli protects them from the 1 
rain and snn. 

It ia said that this tribe can muster one thou- 
sand warriors, and they have the reputation of 
being treacherous and warlike. Many of them 
were fantastically painted, that is, besmeared with 
oil, soot, and red paint. Their dren oonaiats of a 
native I fri) !, rt, i; nde of dog's hair interspei'sed 
%^ith feathers: this is much more highly valued 
than the bought ones, but la nupeiy to be obtained. 
The clamour made by our ninnerous visito^B along- 
aide »as very great, and their otters ot ai'ticles 
were without much rc^rd to lha prfcnjty of 
rank, atation, or any thing dae. 

At 9 p.v. we got under way, with the Porpoise 
in company, and sneceeded in making an otRng 
before the fog enveloped us. These fogs are one of 
the greatest annoyaneea to veaaels nrriving on this 
coast; for, in fine weather, they are experienced 
almost daily, coming up wiUi the sea-breeze, con- 
tinuing throughout the night, and until the ano haa 
sufficient power the next day to dissipate them. 

In leavmg De Fuca's Straits, I anxiously watched 
for De Fteea'a Pillar, and aom obtaiDod % a|ght 
of it. 

The morning of the 5th Augnak the Potpaiaa 

wan diAcovcred astern, which leiUeTed ma IIUNII 
any apprehension of detention. 

The soundmgs were aonnewhat peculiar; for it 
was found that in our progress down the Poa3?t, 
they increaHed almobt regularly until ninety fathoms 
was reached; but, a short distance beyond that 
depth, and at about fifteen miles from tbe coast, 
the iMUik mddenly fell off, imd no bottom waa to be 
obtained with a line of two hundred and two hun- 
dred and fifty iatlioms long. 

On the 6ui, at daylight. Cape DiaappointOMltt 
was in sight; and .'it ten o'clock we were near the 
cape. The Flying- Fish joined us at noon; when 
CaptMa Httdaon eaue on hoard, and ftom fahn I 
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Bar of the Colmnbte. 



learned tlie puticukis of the Um of the Pea- 
cock. 

It will be necessary in the first place to state, 
that at Oahu, Sandwieh Island^ previoue to the 
departDM of tiie sqaadmi on thar several crutse^ 

1 had furnished the Peacock, Porpoise, and tender, 
with directiuus fui> tlieir pawing the bar ot° the 
Columbia river, which I obtefaied from Captain 
Spaldiut.', of the ship Lausanne, a vessel of five or 
stA. hundred tons' burden, which bad jufit returned 
from the Columbia, whither she had Laken a num- 
ber of miaaioiuiciee and their atorea. These ap- 
Mered to be eavefblty drawn np, and Capt-iiii 
Spelding informed nie that they could be depended 
upon. The fact tliat so large a aliip had been 
navigated by them, and the report of die neater, 
that he believed them correct, left mc no reason to 
doubt their probable accuracy; although at the 
time I had Bome misgivings ftbmil them, as they 
were entirely dependent on compass bearings, and 
those of objects at great distances. They were, 
however, the only directions for passing tliia dan- 
serouB bar which were to be had, and were tiien 
Relieved to be the only oomet ones hi exiatenoe. 
It was supposed, indeed, that they had been com- 
municated to the Hudson Bay Company by tlie 
ofllcers of H.B.M. surveying vessels Sulphur and 
Starling; but of this 1 had no positive f idence; 
for, although I met tliose vesaets at tiie Feejee 
Islands, I received BO eommnnieatloo iiroiii them 
m thia aubjeet* 

The Pousoek made Cape Disappointment on the 
afternoon of the 17th of July, and throughout the 
night o.\perteuced light airs and calmc^ aooompa- 
nied by a dense fog. 

On the morning of the 18tli, between seven and 
eigiit o'clock, tlic fog cleared off, with the wind 
from the southward and eastward. Cape Disap- 
poiatmenfe was then about nme nulee diatant. At 
nine they sounded m forty fofhoms water; at ten, 
fifteen : ihey had but foui-teen fathoms when they 
tacked off shore. It beiu^ Sunday, Captaiu Uud- 
mm, as nsual, performed divme servlee, whieh bebg 
finished at 1 1" 50™, they again tacked to stand in. 
The tender at. this time was sevenU miles to Ice> 
ward. 

At meridian, the wind came out from the south- 
ward and westward, with the weather a liCtle 
cloudy; soon after wliich time the ship was off tin 
entrance, and all hands were called to work, her. 
into port. Lientenant Emmons was now sent wHott, 
on the foretopsail-yard, while Captain HudsDn at- 
tended pertfoually to the piloting of the ship, agree- 
ably to the directions before spoken of, which he 
held in his hand. The ship was, according to Cap- 
tain Hudson's report, running a north-east- quarter- 
east com-se, heading for Cape Disappointment, until 
the proper boariog of Chinook Point east-north- 
east was'reaebed, when they diseorered the eea 
breaking ahead of them. He now believed himself 
too far to the southward, wore ship, and ran off a 
short distance, until clear of the breakos, after 
which they again stood in, wliere the passage ap- 
peared clear and smooth, both from below and 
aloft. In less than five minutes, the ship touched. 
Lieutenant Emmon<^ who was on the look-out 
aloft, togeOier witii Ueotenant Peny, who also 
was similarly engaged, both state that tliey were of 
opinion that the only place where the ohamiel 
existed was where too water dkl net hntk, and 



agreeing as it did w) nearly with the sailing direc- 
tions, Captaiu Hudson did not hesitate to attempt 
to proceed through the smoother part 

I am well aware that manjr opinions hare been, 
and probably still are entertained, reUtiTe to tlie 
prudence of venturing with tlie shij) before the 
channel had been explored and examined by the 
tender and boats. This is but natural to one un- 
acquainted with the bar of the Columbia river and 
its dangers. After having paid much attention to 
this subject, and haviug been engaged Uiere with 
the tentier and boats in the surrey, I feel my- 
self entitled to give an opinion as to the course 
pursued by Captain Hudson, and think it altogether 
correct, on every ground of expediency, as well as 
the only proper one for hhn to kare followed under 
these circumstances. It will be recollected that 
he had been detained nearly three months beyond 
his appointed time, and that be was well aware 
that this would occasion much inconveaience to the 
progress of our duties; his anxiety to prevent any 
further delay, even of a few hours, can readily b^ 
imagined. The time was, to all appeai>ance, pro- 
|ntiou8, and hedtation then might bare rendered 
it impossible to have entered for a week. The 
tender going in ahead would have been little or no 
security, for she would, undoubtedly, have pur- 
sued the same course, and have been, in all pryba- 
bility, lost; aud thus the Teacock would have been 
obliged at last to trust to the knowledge of those on 
board of her. As reepeots the exammation of the 
bar m boats, this is a tiling next to impossible; for 
the tides are so strong as to be beyond the power 
of uars to contend with. To wait until a thorough 
knowledge oouldbehad of the bar from survey, would 
have been equally impossible at that time: all were 
uninformed, or inca]iable of judging of the accuracy 
of the directions; but, so far as appearances went, 
they seemed to be true, and tliey are suoh as I 
should eren now give, so far as eompass bearings 
are concerned. But there is one difficulty that will 
ever exist in passing over the bar, and this, no- 
thing but an intimate aequuntanee with the locality 
will remove. I allude to the cross-tides, which are 
changing every half-hour. These tides arc ai 
times 80 rapid, that it is impossible to steer a ship 
by her compass, or maintain her position; and no 
Railing directions can possibly embrace the various 
( tfr ct» produced by them upon a ves-sel, A singu- 
lar £act in illustration of this remark is, tiuU Uie 
safest timeto oress tiie bar is wlien both the tide 
and wind are adverse; and this is the only port, 
within my knowledge, where this is the case. Cap- 
tain Hudson, in venturing the attempt to enter the 
Columbia, manifested the strungesfe desire to ac- 
complish his orders and forward the objects of the 
expedition. Disregarding the well-known perils 
of the navigation, he did not hesitate, when in hia 
judgment the time was propitioos, to incur the dan- 
gers of the bar, rather than subject the service to a 
further delay, which might have proved as disas- 
trous to the enqiedition as the loss of the vessel. 

Tliere are no pilots for the entrance of the 
Columbia river, or rather, none that coidd be I 
relied upon. Neither old Ramsey nor George de- ; 
serve the name, nor were there any other persons 
Itaown, who had any prelenidons to be eansidered 
as pilots. 

Uavinz set this matter at rest, I shall proceed 
to giro the dettulsof the lees of tiie Peaeook. 

V 
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XletaJlt of the Iom of 

Peacock. 



I On the ship atriking, the helm was hnmed lately 
I imt fc^lee, ana every practical effort wu made to 

I bring her Lv the wiml, and liaul off. Tli-^se efforts 
j were not successful, and the ship, which hung by 
< the heel, b^ian to thamp heaTily. Every sea 

forcod her further upon the shnal, and as she had 
: now become connilctely unmanageable, the sails 
I were furled. The streum eaUe and anchor were 

got ready, and the first cutter was hoisted out. 

Lieutenant Euimotis was seat to 84tuud around the 

ship in variona 4h;«eticiia» m om of th« waist 

boats. 

At this thne, the wind havhif Teered to Ae 

n ! fliv^ard and wost'A.u 1, iva.'* frewhoning; the air 
was Imzj and a fog wab forming*; the ebb tide had 
' begnn to run strong, and meetfaig, not only the 
' ocean waves, but an opposing wind, in a short time 
formed breakers which completely enveloped tho 
; ship. These breakers soon stove in the first cut- 
[ ter, and rendered her uadeaa. Such was the tvry 
of the sea, that it waa with great diffieal^ Lieate- 
nant EmnMNDB laadud tiio ahip^ and lha boat was 
secured. 

; With every sea the tliip lifted and atniek hea- 
vily, and much solicitude was therefore felt lest it 
should be impracticable to get the launch afloat; 

I bat no boat couki have lived alongridoof thovoMel 

t for more tlian a few momentf . 

! The lighter spars were now sent down, aud tlie ' 
pumps were rigged; every exertion was ma<le to 

; save the maata and lower jmcda^ by which the 
launch might be howted ont as aoon aa the sea 

; would permit it. 

' Captain Hudson, finding that the ship was leak- 
; ing badly, ordsMd the watches m gangs to the 

ptnn|)s, which were tlienceforward kept in action 
until the vessel wa.s abandoned. Every possible 
! exertion was made to brin^ t!ie ship's head to the 
aea, but without much effect, for the rudder was 
; soon disabled in consequence of the iron tiller 
; being broken off. Tlie rudder was thus left to 
, thresh about with such violence aa to threaten to 
: tear away the Btem-flrane. 

At last, by heavint; the shot overboard, and ! 
. starting the water, the idiip was bo much Ughtened 
I tiut, by means of the larboard anchor, which had 
been cast free of the sliip, she was hove round with 
her head to the sea. At low w ater, which occurred 
. about dark, there was only nine feet depth of water 
I alongside. At 8** 4A» the chain-cable parted, the 
; ship was again thrown broadside to the sea, and 
began asain to strike heavily. 

At 11» 30i» it was high water; at 1 r.M. the sea 
waa rapidly inereaaingj and at 9 A.M., the breakers 
I were making a continued breach over the vos-sel, 
' by which the bulwarks wure stove in, aud Uie 
I spar-deck flooded. The water was knee-deep on 
j the gun-deck, and the shot-lockers were buried in 
it. The niffht passed heavily, with little hope of the 
Blii[>'s liolding together till morning. At last the 
day dawned, and with the coming light| and at the 
extreme M of tho tild^ the aea providentially 
abated. 

At six o'clock in the morning, a larae canoe 
boarded the vessel, manned by a crew oTChinook 

Indian^, raid having on board old Ramsc}*, the 
pilot, with a coloured boy belonging to the Vin- 

* During the lummer. this wind, hm, woA Ibg eecur 
slmott eveiy day iu the ijteinooa. 



emaea, of the name of John Dean. The l*tler, ' 
who bad been left by me with Mr. Waldron at 

Astoria, bad pt r>u 1 1- 1 Ramsey and the Indians f u 
oome ofi*, for the purpose of rendering aseuBtancc. , 
The launch and beata were alao hoisted oot, m few 
provisions put in them, and a part of the men and 
officers embarked, with as little delay as pufisible, 
and just as they stood, for fear of overloading the 
boatp, and thus cau^-ui;; the loss of all. In these*. 
Lieutenant I'urry, with Purser Spieden, the sick, 
the naturalists, and the charts, books, and ship's 
oMwrRf were sent off*, to be hmded in Baker's JUt^; 
The boats hmded all not noeeaaary to row thens, in 
Bafcty ; and ^^uccceded in niakin;; a .second trip, in i 
which all who had remained on board were taken ' 
to the shore, except Captain Hudeon, Lieutenant I 
Walker, the boatawain, tho eaipenter, and *boQt I 
thirty men. j 
Towarda noon, the breakers again increaaed ; and | 
the sea was making a breach iu all direcfciona over j 
the ship, which was filling fast, the water having 
risi ii aljovo the level of the berth-deek. The masts i 
were cut away, and tho vessel lay a complete 
wreek, with mrthii^ standing bat the atnmp of the 
mizzen-ma»t. 

Lieutenant Emmons, who had charge of the 
boats, was^ during this time, using every poaaible 
exertion to make a third trip, but without rticccss; : 
' aud tho crews of the boats were tlie nnxiuus wit- i 
nesses of the condition of tho ship, without being i 
able to relieTO those on board from their perilous . 
sitaation. They persevered, howeyer, in their | 
fruitle.s.s and laborious endeavours, until one of the | 
boats, in charge of Mr. Lewis, the gunner, was i 
thfown end over end, and with her erew engulfed. 
Lieutenant Pc Haven was fortunately close at ' 
hand, and succeeded iu saving those on board; all 
of whom were injured, and one of them aeveNij, | 
by the breaking of his hip-bone. I 

Tho intense excitement, both of those in the 
vessel and in the boats at this moment, nia\ be 
readily imagined. The accident was seen from the 
ship: Captain Rodsim was satisfied that any im- 
! mediate attempt to relieve him and his companions 
must be fruitless ; and that the only chance that 
remained, waa to preserve ttio boata fior a fhtore 
occasion. 

He therefore ordered the ensign to be hoisted 
on the stump of the mizzen-mast, as a signal for 
tlie boats to return to the land; which waa obeyed 
by them, although with the feeling that they were 
abandoning; their commander and thobo with Iiiin ' 
to their fate. Those on board, on the other hand, 
were releaaed from their anxiety for the boats, on 
which alone they could depend for beinp relieved, 
if the wreck should remain together for a few 
homv. Of tilii^ however, the prospect was far 
from promising, amid tho struggle between tlie 
waters of the great river and those of the mighty 
ocean, when every earee seemed to forebode the 
utter dissolution of the^bric of th^ ship. 

The light artielea were now r e ftw ltfe d to tiw spar- 
deck, to f^i\e them a chance of reaching the sliore i 
by the action of the waves and winds, should the | 
ship go to pieces. j 
In the midst of this trying scene, the ordinary j 
routine of ship's duty wn.i carried on, even to the 
piping to dinner. It is needless for me to say any 
thing in praise of the conduct of Captain Hudson, I 
and I have simply to refer to the letters I received \ 
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I tihe oSoen and naturalists, in reply to a call 

I made upon them, for the anpect in which the 
tnnsactioas preseuted themselves to those present; 
and mcM particularly to tho^c of the hit'j r u- i tie- 
men, who, M Hwototon, had aa opportunity of 
witnessing the wnole pTOoeedinga. 

By tlueu o'clock, Lieutenant Emmons, with the 
boats, was again approaching the ship; but the sea 
was alill too rough to venture naar her, and it was 
not till five o'clock that he succeeded in getting 
alongside, when the remaining men were distributed 
among the boats, and emlwurkcd in good order. 
Captain Hudson being the Inst to leave the ship. 
After a pull of two miles, they landad in Balwr's 
Bay, when Captiun Hudson was received by the [ 
other officers and men with three hearty cheei-s, 
Ibe tpontaneona axpresnion of their admiration and j 
gratitude for the courage and conduct he had ex- i 
nibited in his efforts for the preservation of the 
ship, and in finally preserving the Uvea of all. | 
The <^xertlons of the offieera and men were not j 
yet at an end ; for some faint faopea wwpo entw* 
tained that a portion of the property might still bo 
saved iirwn the wreck, as a relief in their state of 
utter destitation ; and, in eonaequence, the boats 
were despatched the next momiug at daybreak to 
the bar. But nothiug was there to be seen of the 
Peacock, except tlie cap of her bowsprit ; for her 
upper deck had been separated, and the pieoea 
scattered for many miles along tlie coast. 

Captain Hudson paij^^ed the highest encomiums 
on his officers and crew, for the fiuthful manner in 
which they continued to perform tfieir dntiea and 
carry out his orders to tlie very last. 

I am satisfied that every thmg that seamanship 
eonld detriae to save the vessel, was resorted to; 
and T am quite confident that when the facts are 
all known and fully weighed by the community, the 
condnet of C^tain Hudson, and that of his officers 
and crew, intnia perilous and trying scene, will be 
considered aa vedenindbg to tho credit off the 
servici:. 

Mr. Birnie, the agent of the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany at Astoria, Messrs. Frost and XoM^ the 
missionaries, with several residents, came promptly 
to the aid of the shipwrecked crew, with provisions, 
tents, cooking utensils, and clothing, all iTing with 
each other in affording assistance. 

When all hopes of getting any thing from the 
wreck were at an end, C q i nn Hudson .sent the 
crew to Astoria, in the boats, with orders to form 
an eneampmrat there, where they found an aniple 
supply of provisions in the stores that had been 
sent from the Sandwich Islands, and were supplied 
with clothing by the kindness of Dr. M'Laughlin 
and the officers of the Hudson Bay Company. 

As soon as I learned the exact state m affiUra in 
the river, I determined to make such disposition pf 
the squadron as would be most advantageous, in 



the performanoe, under the new dreunwtanaes, of 
the duties which remained to he amomplished. 
With this intent, I resolved to shift my pennant 

to the Pin-poise, and with that vessel, the Flying- 
Fish, and the boats of the Peacock, to survey the 
Colambbt to Its axtrsmo navigable point This 
force would he amply sufficient to perform this 
survey in the shortest possible time, and yet enable 
me to despatch a party, as I had before intended, 
through the southern section of the Oregon ter- 
ritory to San Francisco. The Vincennes, to which 
I ordered Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold, I 
resolved to send to San Francisco, to make a sur- 
vey of the Saeramento river, while I was engaged 
upon that of the Columbia, 

In conformity with this plan, I directed the Vin- 
cenncs to be off and on at the mouth of the river, 
while 1 proceeded in with the Porpoise to make 
the necessary changes and transfers. Taking Mr. 
Knox, and Ramsey the pilot, on board tjie latter 
TsaseL we passed the bar and stood towards 
Astoria, hut were compelled by the tide to anchor 
before reaching that place. On the morning of 
the 7th, we an<mored in front of Astoria, where all 
the necessary amngements were completed ; and 
Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold, on the next 
day, proceeded in the Flying-Fish, with the trans- 
ferred officers, to join the Vincennes, As soon aa 
thta was effected, that yeasel bore away for San 
Fnuidsoo, and the tender returned to the rirer. 

As it became absolutely ncccs.Hary to economize 
our time as much as possible, evezy disposition was 
now made of the men and boata I soon, however, 
found that, although I had gent a number of men to 
the Viiiccnnes, there would be many that could 
not be well accommodated in the smaller vessel, 
and I was desirona of procuring aome extra ac- 
oommodatian. Fortanstely, the American brig, 
the Thomas H. Perkins, Captain Varney, was 
lying aJL Astoria ; and a reasonable agreement 
was entered into for her purchase. Dr. M'Laugh- 
lin, who had entered into a charter party, readily 
agreed to surrender it for a small consideration, 
if the goadl he had on board were delivered 
at VanoouTer. Ihia there waa no difficulty in, as 
it was found neoeesary to make some alterations in 
her accommodations, and it would bo Tir i-r^=riry to 
resort to Vancouver for many ai'ticles; and ttiese 
repairs could be eadly effected during the time we 
were engaged in the survey of the river, and better 
at Vancouver than elsewhere, it was, therefore, 
determhied to proceed up with hcith veMok^ al the 
time of makmg the survey. - 

It is now proper that I should retnm to As 
regular order of events, and take up the narra- 
tion of the interesting cruise of the Peacock, the 
unfarosoan and dLsaitroaatmiiiiiatiMi of wfaieb haa 
joBt been nJatad. 
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The Peacock and Flying-Fish left Oahu on the 
2nd December, 1840, a>id steered off to the south- 
ward uutil they reached the latitxide of 5" N., 
and longitude 160^ W., a position in wliich it was 
thoDcbt that an island existed. This positioa was 
earendiy examined, mrtil they were 8»tisfled tbal 
there was no Ian ! nt or near the locality. They 
then Btcercd for Washingt<»n Island, known on the 
ehArt of AiTOwsmith as New York Inland, which 
was found and surveyed. Its position is in lati- 
tude 4" 41' 35 " N., and lonRitude 160" 16' 3?" W. 
It is three and a quarter miles long by one and a 
fourth wide, and is entirely coYered with oocoa- 
nnt and other trees^ exhibiting; a moot luxuriant 
growth Tlirre is a reef off its eastern point, 
which extends for Imlf a mile. At the western 
end, » coral ledge extends two miles in a north- 
wf-pt >»y-we8t direction, on wlilcli the water appears 
much discoloured, but the sea was not seen to 
break upon it, except close to the point of the 
island. The island is elevated about ten feet 
above ths tea. The matt proTedtoo heavy to aUow 
of their landinff. and the lalasd afihrds no anchor* 
age. 

The positions in tiifa nefgfabooilioody where five 

islands have been reportf rl to exist, were dili- 
gently searched for eigiit days ; but no land was 
seen, and Captain Hudson became satisfied that 
none but Washington Island is to be found. 

On die 9IHh iDeeember, they made Jarvis's 
Island, in latitude 22' 33" S., and longitude 159° 
64' 1 1" W. This is a smaU coral island, triangular 
in iha|ie, a mile and three-fourths in length east 
and west, and a mile wide north and south. It 
exhibits the appearance of a white sand-beach, ten 
or twelve feet above the sea, without a tree or 
•hxub^ and but a f(QW ratehea of naai. The sea 
hreaha violendy arcoiid m shores, bnl no reef ex- 
tends to any distance from the island, which may 
be closely approached. A few sea-birds were 
■een about the island. No landing could be 
attempted, the surf tcing too heavy. Captain 
Hudjjou conaidura thia a dangerous island for 
navigators. 

The Peacock and Fiyin^-Fisbj far tbo next fif- 
teen days, were engi^ed in seardiing tat Brookai^ 

Island, Clark's Reef, and various shoals; but with- 
out success, and, after exanii^ ing tho neighbouring 
sea, left the locality, fully satisfied that if any 
islands or shoals had existed, in or near the places 
assigned to them, they niust have been seen. 

On the Oth January, 1841, they 
buiT'a Island, of the Phflsnix Group, 



On the 1 1 th, tb^ made and surveyed Bimie's 
Island, w hich lies south-west from Enderbury's, in 
latitude 3^ 34' 15" S., longitude 171* aS' W. It 
lia.H an elevation of no more tluui six feet above 
the sea ; is about one mile long and a quarter of a 
mile wide, trending about north-west and oontb- 
east. It is but a strip of coml, apparently up- 
lifted, and is exceedingly dangerous for vessels, aa 
it cannot be seen from a distance, and a vessel, in 
thick weather, would scarcely have time to avoid it 
after it was discovered. 

A number of islands and reefs, reported to exist, 
were searched for in ttus neighbourhood, viz.: 
Mary BaIeoat*s, Brodiers*, RoBertsonli, nieenix. 
Harper's, and others, laid down, but not named, 
all of which are believed to have no existence 
whatever. 

On the 17th January they made Hull's Island. 
Captain Hudson, believing this to be Sydney Island, 
ran off forty-five miles to the westward, for Hull's 
jaland, but^ of course, aaw nothing of i|^ as it 
Uea that dntance to the eastward, in tiie same 
latitude. 

The position of an island supposed to exist in 
latitude IP 9Sf S., and longitude 178^ TBf W., was 
pa«HfMl, but no signs of land were seen. They 
then ran over the supposed place of Fletcher's 
Ishtnd, in latitude f '£ S., longitude 173'82' W., 
without seeing any shoal, ialan^ or reof. 

The next day they proceeded to the Duke of 
York's Island, which tiiey made on the 25th, in 
latitude 8" W S., longitude I72* 23' 62" W. ThU 
is a lagoon iduid, of coral formation : its length 
rript nil 1 west is three miles, and its width two and 
a iiulf miles, north and south. There is no passage 
into the lagoon ; the sea breaks on the reef wiA 
violence ; but at high water a boat may pass over 
without difficulty, if proper care is taken* The 
islets that have been formed on the reef are ei^t 
or ten feet above the water, and are covered with 
cocoa-nut and pandanus trees. 

As they approached the island, three double 
canoes were seen coming towards the ship, but witli 
great caution ; the mizzen-topsail wa^ badced to 
allow them 'to come up, which ehcy did,sin{^g and 
shouting, making many gpstnrrs, and wavhig 
pieces of matting. A whito tinL: was \vavcc] in re- 
turn, and varioas articles exhibited to induce them 
to come aloii{gridc» which they at last did ; but 
no inducement oomd pvcvail on them to eome en 
board. 

The Ijoats were now lowered, and a large party 
proceeded to land at the nearest point. The knd- 
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iiig was effected ou the coral shelf with Bome dif> 
ficulty, and they found the natives, who had eome 
alongside, ready to receive them, with every sign 
of friendship. They had apparently recovered 
from tljeir alarm, and met the officers before they 
reached the beach, greettug them by rubbiqg noses 
Mid throwing their •mmd iMbf mekt. Their 
excitement soemrd to he great thnt it wa.s diffi- 
cult for them to continue still for a momeut, dis- 
tracted by the nanMKoiM novel things around them. 
Some of them, however, were exceedingly shy, and 
would not suffer themselves to be approached ; 
others liad greater cutifidcnce, but at tlis same 
time showed a reepectful fear ; while a few put 
their arms ronnd the officers' necks, and exhibited 
a boldness devoid of dread of auy kind. 

Their village, to which our pMrty went, was on 
the inner or ugoon aide of the ishuMjaad eontained 
about thirty houses, which were raised about a foot 
above the surrounding earth : they were of obloug 
shape, about fifteen feet high to the ridge-pole, 
sloping gradually, and of a convex forai to within 
two or three feet uf the ground ; the ruof was sup- 
ported on high posts, whilst the lower part rested 
on short ones, three feet within the eaves, having a 
strong piece extending around, on which the rafters 
are tied; the gable-ends were OTertop])ed by the 
roof, and seemed necessaiy to protect them from 
the weather. Below the eavea, uie whole was open 
from the ground to the roof. The thatching, made 
of paiidauus-leiives, was of ^^t thickness, and put 
on loosely. The interior m the honsee was very 
clean, !>ut there ^vns no furniture except a few 
gourds, and areclming Htool, cut from a solid block 
of wood, having two legs at one end, which inclined 
it at an angle of nearly forty-five d^^reee: to show 
the manner of lying in it, they imitated a careless 
and comfortable lounge, which they evidently con- 
sidered a luxuz;)'. It was conjectured that tiiey had 
mnovcd their ▼arious household ntenmb to a seerst 
place. 

The most remarkable constructions of the island- 
ers near the village, were three small quays, five or 
six feet wide, and two feet above the water, forming 
slips about tea feet wide ; at the eud of each of 
these was a small house, built of pandonus-Ieaves, 
partly «i polM in the water. I^Mae aweaied to 
be piBoes for seeoring th^ eanoee, and tat the 
purpose of keeping their flslung implements. Tlirce 
canoes were seen ^ing a short distance off in the 
lagoon, filled with the women and ehildren. This 
was a precaution adopted to enable them to escape 
if it became iiecessar^; yet the^ did not seem to 
apprehend any hostili^. No kind of war imple- 
ments was nbHerved among them, and their bodies 
exhibited no marks of strife with each other. 

This island was discovered by Byron, in 1 765, 
who reported it as destitate of inhabitants. The 
natives gave the name of th«r ishmd as Oatafh, and 
acknowledged themselves the subjects of a cliiof 
who lived on a neighbouring island, called Fakaafo, 
pointing to a southerly ^reotlon. With this excep- 
tion, they did not a]>pcar to possess the knowledge 
of any otlier islands but their own. 

On the 26th, the vessels sailed for the Duke of 
Clarence Island, but owing to the imfavourable 
state of the weather, they did not reach it until the 
28th, though only a few miles distant, when it was 
surveyed, and found to be seven and two-tenths 
miles loD^ In a aorlh and sooth dli>setiinit and five 



miles wide from east to west. It is of a triangular 
shape, with the apex to the north. It has a lagoon 
simUar to that of the Duke of York's, with islets 
in it; the north-w^t side is k bare reef, or wash, 
on which the sea breaks heavily. After Uie survey 
was effected, Gaptaan Hudson found it impossible 
to land to hoM eemnranleation with the natives, 
but has no doubt of its being inhabited, as it was 
spoken of by the inhabitants of the Duke of York's 
Island as helonging to the same people, and was 
called by them Nukunono. No op( ninr^ was per- 
ceived into the lagoon, and there were many cocoa- 
nut and other trees on the island. 

On the 29th, at 2«>30'n a.m., whiht Lieuten.-int 
Emmons had the deck, the night being very dai k, 
and the weather clear, he heard the distant sound 
of surf; soon afterwards the wind changed, when 
land was disoovered close to the vessel, hearing 
north-ea.st. Th. v m.-uin signal to the tender, and 
hove-to till daylight, when the largest island 
tliey had yet seen was within two miles of the 
ship. 

This proved to be a new discovery, as it was not 
to bn mmd on any chart. The island, which I 
have named Bowditch, agreeably to the wi.-h of 
Captain Hudson, was of coral formatiun, and its 
shape is that of a ti liuigle, with the apex to the 
south. From north to south it is eight miles long, 
and in width, from its west point, four mSes. On 
its south-west and north points the land is of con- 
siderable elevation, and the more elevated parts 
are connected by an extensive coral reef, that Is 
awash. On the east side the land is more conti- 
uuoujj, and ou tlti-eo paxts there are extensive 
pxjves of cocoa-nut trees and shmbbeary. There 
IS no entrance for a vessel to the lagoon, which, 
from the appearance of tlte water, has but little 
depth. 

At daylight, eighteen canoes, witli four or five 
p ersons in eaeh, were seen off the end of the 

island, apparently on a fisliing excursion : they dis- 
regarded the vesisels altogether, and continued their 
occupation, without taking any notice of them, and 
as if unwilling to lose the opportunity of taking the 
fish. The tish seemed to be exU'omely imaieruus, 
if the actions of the birds were to be taken as an 
indication, for immense numbers of them were seen 
dartmg into and rising firom the sea every mo- 
ment. 

As the natives refused to come near the sliip, 
Oaptain Hudson ordered two boats to he sent to 

open a communication with them. They were 
taking fiah after tliu maimer of the Samoans, by 
trolling a line, it being fastened by a pole eight or 
ten feet long to the stem of the canoes, and ele- 
vated above the surface to a sufficient height to 
allow the fish-hook, which was made of shell or 
bone, to drag alone the surface of the water; as 
their eanoea were propelled, the fish, attcaoted by 
the glistening of this hool^ eagerly eanght at and 
were taken. 

The natives were at first very shy of the boats; 

but the HawaiiauB who were in tlirm soon induced 
them to approach, and enter into trade, and finally 
enticed them alongside tfw ships. On coromg 
near, they began a song or chant, holding up 
their paddles and mats, and shouting ** kafilou 
tamatau." They resembled the natives of Oatafu, 
or Duke of York's Island, wore the same kind of 
mats, eye-shades, and omamenlSi and Mina were 
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tattooed after the same mamiar. They were all 
finely formed, aod manly in appearance, with 
pleasing coanteiUineeB that expressed good-nature. 

Tlu-y spemt d i-ager enough for trade, and 8<M)n 
disposed of all they bad to exchause; a few pre- 
sents were also mada them, bat all hidaeeaenti 
failed to entice them on board. They ap)^eared 
very cheerful, laughing lit^tily at any thing that 
struck them as ridiculous. 

Three boats, with several of the officers, landed 
on the south-west point of the island, whither four 
or five canoes accompanied them. The islet was 
found covered with ooooa>-nat trees^ but there wore 
no faonees upon it. They called It FMcaafo, which 
was the saim as the natives of Oatafu had desig- 
nated as the island where their ^reat chief lived. 

Captain Hudson now deteimined to Imr away 
for the Bit nation of the Uand of the 6«ite Her> 
mosas of Uuiroa 

The position of this island is in longitude 170° 
M' 16" W., and latitude 11" 5' S.; it is of coral 
formation, but has no lagoon ; it is nearly rouud, 
and four miles and three-tenths in circumference; 
it may be classed with the high coral ialaada, and 
is elevated from fifteen to twenty-five feet above 
the level of the sea; it is well wooded with cocoa- 
nuts, pandanus, and other trees and shrubs. The 
sea breaks constantly on all parts, and no aaTe 
landing exists. Its situation differs from the posi- 
tion laid down for that of Quires. Captain Hud- 
son therefore called it Swain's Island, after the 
master of a whaler, who had informed him of its 
existence. When within a mile of the island, no 
bottom could be had with two hundred fathoms of 
line. This isolated spot gave no other evidence of 
its ever having been inhabited, except the groves 
of cocoa-mit trees. 

After securing observations for its position, the 
vessels bore away for Upolo, with the westerly 
breeze, which had continued for tlie last eipjhtdays, 
and been almost constant This will serve to show 
that there is no real difficulty in the population of 
Polynesia migrating from west to east durliif; this 
season of the year, when the trade-winds are almoiit 
entirely i n term f > ted . 

Until the 4 th of February they had bad weather, 
and heavy squalls, accompaiaied with thnndor and 
lightning. 

On the oth of February, the mountains of Savaii 
were dimly visible, although they were between 
fifty and bixty miles off. On the (J'li, tliev v, r;re Oiff 
the islaud of Upoiu, when Captain Hudson, to lose 
no time, despatched the tender, with two boats, to 
survey the south side of the island, while the 
branch, with the first cutter, was to be sent round 
its east end, in order to complete the work in the 
least possible time. In the afternoon, the Peacock 
anehored in Apia Harbonr. 

At Apia, among their old acriuaintances, they 
encountered Pea, the ruliug chief of the place, 
whose bi L'!;iiig propensities still existed in all their 
force. His form was criually rotund, and his desire 
of being of service quite as great. Report spoke of 
hira as having become very religiona of mte, bat 
his covetousness had not diminished in eonaeouence, 
at least in the opinion of our officers. He was 
generally full of business, ainnni^ his friends and 
relatives, all of whom he considers more or less as 
his dcuendauts. He was very aoxioiis to be in- 
formed what had heeome of bis relative^ Tuvai^tbe 



murderer, whom we had caniad ftwaj feom 
islands on our foimer visit. 
On the 21st, while at anchor, GaptKn Hndfltm 

hearing that the noted Sangapolutale, principal 
chief of the towns of Saluafata, Fusi, and Saleleae, 
who had pvobeded and leftised to give up the mar- 
derer of Gideon Smith, was at one of the towns 
near by ou a visit, determined, if possible, to sur- 
prise and take him prisoiMV, to be hdd until such 
time aa the murderer were given up. For this 
purpose be visited the town before daylight of the 
iiad, widi » few effiean and men^ bat without 



Previoos to ihh time, Captain Hndsoa had had 

intercourse with this diief tin ugh our consul, Mr. 
Williams; and had dem&uded of him the punish- 
ment or deKvery of tiie nnirderer, Tagi. In the 
course of the communications, Sangapolutale ac- 
knowledged that the murderer ought to be pun- 
ished or given up; said he once wanted to kill liim 
himself; but being s petty chief, be was badced 
and protected by the chiefs and the people of the 
three towns before named, who were promised, in 
ease of necessity, aasiatance from some of the 
neighbouring chiefs, aa well as others on the oppo- 
site side of the islan;!. ]l< further said, that he 
was desirous of giving him up, a few months before, 
to the eomnuuraer of the Porpoise. It was dis- 
tinctly stated to Sangapolutale, that the nnirJcrcr 
must bo either punished or given u[>, ia con- 
formity to the regulations adopted in tlieir fouo, 
(.om]>os(»d all the principal cluefs in the island, 
and that it neitlicr of the»e stipulations were com- 
plied with, Captain Hudson would be compelled to 
employ the force under him in burning the towns 
that concealed and pcoteoted the mnrderer, and 
set their own laws and us at defiance. 

Three days were given him from the time of the 
interview, to comply with the demand. He pro- 
mised to do what he could, but he was fearful of 
the result, as his pcnple wanted to fight, aud had 
been promised aid from many quvtSKB. 

On the third day, his messengers arrived at 
Apia, aud brought word that the chiefs and people 
were determined that the murderer should ix.t be 
given vp or punished; that they defied the Pspa- 
langis snd their power; and that, if Captain Httdsoo 
chose to come and take liim, they would give him a 
fight The messenger further stated, that they 
well knew he would be demanded according to 
their own regulations, but they would take care he 
should not be ])unished or given up, for they were 
prepared to resist any attempt that would be made. 
Many other insulting messages were received ; 
among them, one from the murderer and 
friends, that when « he could kill a Inr more 1 
men, he would be giv«n up." 

Such were their threats and boasting; flieir 
duct was coiiformablo to them, as represented by 
our consul, tlie missionaries, aud Mr. Cunningham, 
H. B. M. vice-consul Captwn Hudson now saw 
the necessity of taking some steps that would cliecl» 
this criminal and audacious spirit, aud prove to 
tlie naflvee thai we had the power to punish these 
aggressions on our citiams. 

On the 24th, the Peacock anchored in the bar. 
hour of Saluafata. Preparations were therefore 
made for swinging the broadside to the town, and 
the neoeeianr arrangements for landbg eomptetedi 
Captain HndaoB^ however, sliU thought it proper ts 
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miC a few hoora, in the hope of reeeiviug some 
eomiTiUnication from the natives, and that they 
would at the last moment agree to give up or 
punish the murderer. But no overtmm whatever 
being made, at nine o'clock the boats were manned, 
and lay on their oars, ready for the signal to pro- 
ceed. A fire was now upened from the ship, the 
balls being elevated so as to pMS over the town; 
aHer wfaira the boats pushed far the shore, the 
party landed, and tin town of Saluafata, which 
consisted of about seventy-five houses, was reduced 
to ashes. The towna of Foal and Salelese, of some 
fifty more, shared the same fate. The party tlien 
returned to the ship, vvitUuut any a<»:ident to Uiem- 
selves or tile natives, having met with no opposition 
whatever, notwithstanding the great boastings and 
bravado messages which had been sent by the 
chiefs and iuhabitanLs. 

This act was performed with great xelu«tanoe, 
and not nntn the moat perfect eonvietion of its 
being absolutely necessary to secure the safety of 
the crews of such of our whaling fleet as touch at 
this island, as well as to restore Uie reepeeit due to 
our flag and those who stul under it, and to correct 
the erroneous opinion, that our forbearance was 
the result of fear of thehr pro w eoD and numbers. 
In their transactions, and outrages committed on 
strangers, they had exhibited a fearlessness and 
spirit of daring that it was time to \nit a Stop to. 
By this attaclc upon them, they became fully sensi- 
ble that they were not our equals in war, nor 
capable of resisting atUicks that might be ir.n U' on 
tliem ; they liave in cunsequence become nmcii 
more humble, so that the general ophiion through- 
out the islands is, that hereafter they must conform 
to the regulations they made on our former visit, 
and mainti^ them with atriot integrity towards 
foreigners. 

Since this transaction, I have received letters 
from the island of Upolu, which inform nie that 
this well-deserved punisluneut has had a most 
happy effect, and mm put a termination to evils 
that had formerly been of common occuiTencc. 

They now left .Saluafata, and on the evening of 
the 5th, anchored in the roadstead «f Mataatu, 
island of Savaii. 

The town of Mataatu is bcautnuliy situated on a 
bay, which is no mora than a mere indentation of 
the coast. It is stUTOunded by extensive cocoa-nut 
groves, behind which the houses are built, in num- 
ber about four hundred. Tlic town contains about 
two thousand inhabitants, most of whom are still 
lieathens. 

On the 6th of March, they sailed from the road- 
stead of Mataatu, for the inlands known on the 
chart of Axvowsmith as Ellice's Group. 

At noon, on the 14th, they made land, and by 
2 P. H., they were close to what proved tu be au 
extensive ring of amali islets, situated on a coral 
reef anmoandiBg a bfoon. These ats so far 
separated as to give the idea of distinct ishuids, 
which has probably led to their having the name 
of group." These islets are well covered with 
eoooa<4nit and othsr trees, which give them a 
Bufficient elevation to be seen at ten or twelve 
miles distance. The reef which liuks these islets 
is awash, over which the sea breaks with violence. 
There are two openings in its west side, and an 
island off its south-w^t point, at the distance of a 
nils^.fivo miles hi length by Iwo in width. The 



I island fa tiihrteen miles long, in a nortb-by-east and 

I south -by- west direction, au aevea uika and two- 
tenths east and west. 

When the veaeels had approached within a dunt 

distance of the largest island, two canoes were seen 
coming towards the ship, only one of which came 
near. In it were five men ; and from the familiar 
manner hi which thev came alongside it was evi* 
dent they had had freqnent oommnnMBatian with 
vessels. They refused to come on board, bol ex- 
hibited various articles of traffic. 

They liad no other vreapons bnt spears and 
knives, and seemed to be equipped for a fishing 
party, from the implements they liad with them. 
Some rolls of sennit wwe bongh^and large wooden 
shark-hooks. Their spears were only poles of cocoa- 
nut wood, pointed at uno end; and their knives 
made of small sharks' teeth, inserted into a stick 
with gam and fine sennit, and are about a foot long. 

It was aoon found mat tiiey underetood tiie 
Samoan language, and spoke a ])urely Polynesian 
dialect. The Samoan native easily conversed with 
them. They gave the name of the island as Fana- 
fute. They seemed perfectly familiar with white 
men, and when the guns were fired for a base by 
sound, they showed no Icind of alarm. 

The island was surveved, and was found to be 
in latitude a= 30' 45 ' S.,' longitude 179" 13' 30" E. 
There appears to be good anchorage within the 
lagoon; an abundance of wnf)d is to be had, hat it 
is believed there is no adc(iuate supply of firesh 
water. 

From what wan ascertained, tlie population was 
put down at two hundred and fifty souls. 

The vessels left Ellice's Group the same eveniu^r, 
proceeded under easy sail, and at daylight made 
the Depeyster Islands, distant thres and a half 
miles to the north-west. 

They surveyed this island; and on the same day 
Tracy's Island, whose native name is Oailupu, was 
in sight to the eastward. The observations placed 
H in bititade V ST S., and longitude 178* 4S' tUf 
E. It is well covered with trees, and to all ap- 
pearance as extensive as Depeyster Iblaiid. 

Depeyster Island is called by the natives Nuku- 
f(?tau ; the)' are acquainted with Fanafute, or 
Ellice's Island, and also with Oailupu, or Tracy's 
Island. On being aslted if these were all the 
islands they knew of, they Mud,p<Hnting to the east, 
that bcyood Oaitupu there were three islands, 
called Oatafu, Nukuuouo, ami Fakaafo, which it 
will be recollected are those of the Union Group. 
Mr. Hale pressed the inquiry, if this were all; and 
with some hesitation they added the name of Oloo- 
singa, which is one of the small eastern islands of 
the Samoiin Group; but what eeenied strange, they 
did not understan<i the name of Samoa. On incn- 
Uuuiug Tonga and Haabai, the uauics appeared to 
be recognised. 

The vesaels left Nufcufetau the same eveniiw, 
and steered away to the northward. In latitam 

10' S., and longitude 177' 41' E., tliey passed a 
small island whi^ has no lagoon, and does not 
appear to bo namod on any of the charts. This 
they Raw at some distance, and although it appears 
to have been seen before, yet as the charts only 
designata it as an island, I lukve bestowed upon it 
the name of Speiden, after the purser of the Pea- 
cock, one of the most valuable oflicers of the ex- 
peditioD. 
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On ilM f4t]i iStuy aniCtMr bland, in 

latitude 19' S., 1 n-Itn 1. 176^ 23' 16" E. This 
discovery 1 have called Hudaon, after Captiiin 
Hudson. It was wrw ye d and Ibnnd to be but one 
mile and four-tenths long, north and south, and 
nine-tenths of a mile wide, east and west. This 
island is inhabited, ft few natiTca MBf wen on the 
beach, and several houses under cocoa-nut trees 
un its west side. It is of coral formation, has 
no lagoon, and eaa be aaaii aboot eight or ten 
miles. 

Ott theSlttli they rawca the email ialaadof Si. 

Augn<^tine, uIhiso jH>sition as aeeertained was in 
latitude d° 35' S., and longitude 176* 6' £. It ap- 
peared well wooded. 

Unti! thf ?in\ of April, they continued to sail to 
-the uorthward, without meeting with iMiy islnrjds. 
On that day they made Drummond's Island of the 
charts, one of the Kingsmill Group, where they 
encountered the regular north-east trades. This 
island is called Taputcouca bv the natives; it w 
situated in latitude 1*^20' S., and longitude 174** 
67' B. It 18 of oonl fomiation, !■ Miirty milee 
long in a north-wost and south-east direction, and 
varies in width from a half to three^uarters of a 
mile. This, however, only includes the high por- 
tions, or that which is above the ocean level a few 
feet, it is thinly covered with cocoa-nut and pan- 
daaue-trees, arnl not a patdk of grua b to be seen, 
or any sort of shrubbery or undergrowth. To the 
leewttrd, or on its west side, the reefs and sand- 
banks extend off soin«' distance, gradually increas- 
ing from the north-west point to the sonth^east, 
wbers they are as much as six and a half nitlea in 
width. This reef is internipt^d in places, and 
there is good anchorage off the town of Utiroa, 
towards the north-west end, near a small «and« 
bank, wliich is usually bare. 

The natives did all in their power to pilfer from 
the party tfiait landed; if their attention were 
diverted for a moment, the hands of a native were 
felt at their pockets. When detected, they would 
hold up their hands, with ojien palms, and laugh. 
This boldness was more especially confined to a 
few, and one in paxtieular, a young chief, who was 
a tall, jT " 1 I inkiii;^ person, with a vain nrni impu- 
dent expression of countenance. It ia iiupcmible 
to give a correct idea of the annoyances that our 
gentlemen were subjected to from the rudeness of 
some, the excess of civility of others, and the con- 
stant watchfulness that beeam« necessary to avoid 
the pick^ckets. An old man was about smearing 
himeelf m cocoa -nnt oil, with a cup full of salve, 
in which he would dip his fingers, and endeavour 
to rub them in their faces. This afforded much 
amuement to the party, while the natives seemed 
astonished that the attempt was repulsed ; for 
there was little doubt of its being intended as a 
great compliment thus to anoint thmr gnests. 

On the afternoon of the 7th, a large party visited 
the town of Utiroa, equally well armed as the day 
before, and with treSh kMtructions and cautions 
that no one should nve eanse of offence, and if any 
thing was ofTered ^ sale, to pay liberally for it. 
These precautions were enjoined, in consefjuenee of 
the belief tliat the natives were a treacherous and 
dangerous set of fellows. An opportnnity had 
been taken, before a lar je number, tn show them 
that the cuirass, &c., was not nroof against our 
weapons at any distanee; for wlndi imrpoae ona 



of the coats of mail was hoistod up at the ynrd- 

arm, and fii r 1 :it: tin h iles were then exhibited, 
but did not seem to pruduoe much effect npoa 
them. They manifasted a deeided d^»o■itieli Ibr 
warlike pursuits, and ferocity was the aaoBf 

dominant trait in their character. 

After they had been an hour and a half 
shore, Captain Hudson ordered all the officers 
boats' crews down to the beach, fearing a collisioti, 
and being satisfied that it was quite time to dep.xrt. 
As they were assembling for the purpose of em- 
buking, a noise wss beard, resembling a sodden 
assault, fr im some of fin Ii iisi s near by, and on 
musti^riug the men, John Audei-^ou, a seaui&u, was 
missing. LienlenanI Walker and Passed-Mid> 
shipnian Davis were sent, each with a few men, in 
the direction whence the report proceeded, but 
they saw nothing of him, and all was qniet at the 
enclosure. The natives began now to assemble in 
large numbers, armed, and things looked some- 
what serious; for, as I'assed-Midshipman Davis 
returned to the beach, be was stoned, and one of 
the men reeeired a severe blow. Tms was howw 
ever l>ornc without return. On inquiry, it was 
found that Anderson had been met but a few mo- 
ments bders the party was mustered. He was 
aimed with a musket, pistol, and cutlass, nnd v-ns 
esteemed one of the most correct and pru ii nt uieu 
in the ship. The boats were now shoved off & 
short distance from the beach, and beyond the 
reach of the native arms, when several muskets 
were fired to notify him, and his name repeatedly 
called, which could have beeu heard in any part of 
the villi^; bnt no Anderson appeared. Captain 
Iltidson finally came to the eonchi-.irn that he had 
either b^n enticed away by the women, or that 
the natives had detained him, in the hopes of re- 
ceiving .1 mri<^nm for liis n Ip^mo, and that he would 
either return in one of the canoes to the ship, or bo 
given up on a reward being offered. Under these 
iin|)re8sionfl^ he ordered the boats to return to the 
ship. 

The next day passed without any intelligence of 
poor Anderson, aiod Captwn Hudson made up his 
n^d that Anderson had been treadieronsly mur- 
dered. TTe therefore believed it to be a paramount 
duty to punish them, not only for this {wrtidioas 
set, but to seenre their good conduct hereafter, in 
case of other vessels tonrTiinj at this island. 

In consequence of this delenninatiou, the boats 
wero prepared for landing, and Mr. Knox was 
ordered to anchor the tender in a position near the 
shore opposite the town, in order to protect them. 

The expedition consisted of seven boats; in them 
were embarked about eighty officers and men. 
About nine o'doek Aey aj^proadhed the town of 
Utiroa. The first object that attracted attention 
waa H column of smoke arising from the small 
building that stood on piles in front of the town 
before spoken of. On arriving near the beach, the 
three divisions formed in a line abreast, according 
to the directions. Lieutenant Walker, with Mr. 
Hale, (who acted as interpreto',) now showed the 
white flag, and pnlled in toward Ae beaeh in 
front, in order to hold a ])arley, make further in- 
quiries relative to Anderson, and endeavour to 
have bhn given up, if alive. There wars abeol fire 
hundred natives, well armed, on the beach, and 
others were constantly coming in from all sides: 
they abonted and aheok thmr wsafMna wiUi thrsaf 
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eniog gesttires. Many of them, however, seemed 
undecided how to act; and their whole aj j i arancf 
though fonmdAble enough, was yet quite ladicroua 
fai tiie mym lit An men, equipped m Hm wvages 
were in thdr tmaSmm «iwte of BttU and flah-akin 
helmeta. 

As the hoat approached, several of the natives 
advanced towards it, preceded by a chief fully 
equipped in armour, and holding a spear in his 
right hand. Mr. Hale then explained the objet t 
they bad in view, and showed the hurge qiumtiw^of 
tobaeoo wMeh tiiey had brought for arauMm. Tha 
chief appeared to understand, and pointed to the 
shore, waking signs at the same time for them to 
come in. The savages who attended the chief had 
now increased in numbers, and were close to the 
boat, while the whole body was advancing slowly 
forwards. Finding that it was not {>n]y useless 
but dangerous to continue the parley, the boat was 
polled back into line. 

Having thus failed to procure the desired end, 
the most humane manner of effecting their punish- 
nunit waa cooeeived to be at once to show them the 
power of our arms, and sacrifice some of the most 
prominent among the savages. Lieutenant Walker, 
therefore, requested Mr. Peale, the best shot of the 
partly to give them a proof of it^ and thua prevent 
the nnrdier effbaioa of blood. This was aoo<mingly 
done bv singling out one of tin f remost, and a 
rocket was also diacliarged, which took ixa flight 
tawuda die great body of theoi. The latter mMle 
caused great f'unfusion, and many of them turned 
to seek tlie siiure, but their terror did not last long, 
and they made another stand, brandishing their 
spears and wca|KNia aa if bent npon a trial of 
strength with their flpponenta; Ae fhlling of their 
chi-'fs \v;is i:!if<ri'^';tT-ileil, ;^]l(l^t;^^' srrined to consider 
tlie effects produced, except those who were wounded. 
A general volley aooa fidlowed, whieh caused them 
all to retreat, somo in great haste, while others 
moved more slowly towards the shore, seeming to 
be but little impressed as to the eharaeter of our 
anaa. The wounded and dead were all eairied off. 
Thn boats now pudied in for tha beaobf and by the 
time they Iiad reached it, there waa not a native of 
the whole boat to be seen. 

The tiuee divieione then 1aaded,a»d tiie flnt and 
second proceeded to fire the mariapa and town, 
while tlie third remained to guard the boats. The 
whole was soon in a blaze, and but a short time 
sufficed to reduce it to ashes. The natives were 
stilt to be seen in small parties, out of reach of the 
guns, among the cocoa-nut groves. After the work 
of destruction had been effected, the divisioAs again 
retamed to Ihe boafa. The plaee new exhibited a 
very different picture from tnat it had presrntrri 
only a short hour before. The blackened sites were 
all thatiemained of the former dwelliog% the coun- 
cil-house was entirely in ashes, the fenccaware torn 
down, and the cocoa-nut trees leafless. 

The tide having fall' !i. three bodies were found, 
one of whom waa the yoimg chief who had been so 
trmibleaoine and inadant to onr gentlem«n,aad who 
it was believed had been active in the nurdar of 
poor Anderson. 

While the party were galtiDg ready to embaikj a 
small party of nativea were seen comitw towardls 
them from Eta; these were all unarmed, and had 
cocoa-nut leaves and mats tif I i mud their necks: 
they had como to assure our party of their good- 



will, and their joy at the destruction of Vthroa. 
One .]'] iii:m in particular rei>eated fre4tirntly his 
aeeurauces, with much hu^hterand many grimaces. 
No aooner had they aeoertainad that the utentiena 
towards them were not hostile, than they began to 

pillage the burning town. 

The number uf houses destn^ed was supposed to 
be about three hundred, besides upwards of a dozen 
large canoes. The loss of life waa twelve on tha 
I'^yi f thenalivea: tfaava waa no one hijnradon 
our side. 

From tito faet that the nativea had left every 

thing in their dwellings, it whf clrar that they did 
not anticipate the fate that was to befall them; that 
they were in hopes of being able to cut off our 
boats, and perhaps flattered themselves with the 
prospect of an indiscriminate plunder. This would 
be in perfect accordance with iheir customs and I 
constant pcactioe of attenmting to out off all vessels | 
or boeta that may visit their iabada, AMiongh I 
have no reason to come to this conclusion from our I 
own knowledge respecting this island, yet from all - 
the accounta «i thoee who have resided some time 
among like savages, their first idea is always to cap- 
ture or poe«ess themselves of tlie vessel or any of 
the boats. We have seen that this is put in j>rac- 
tioe among the Feejeea and otherai, who regard aU 
veesela wreeked aa aent to them aa a gift from the 

gods. 

The character of these islanders is the most 
aavage of any that we met with; their ferocity led 
to the belief that they wn-e cannibals, altliough uo 
positive proofs were seen of it. They aic uuder uo 
control whatever, and possess little of the charac- 
tertitie hoepitality usuijljr found in aavage natiooa. 
It WB8 observed alao that their treatment of each 
othrr exhibited a great want of feelin.'. ;ind in many 
iustuuceii, pastiiuus and propensities indicative of 
the lowest state of barbarism. Their young girls 
were offered to be disposed of, by their futhers and 
brothel's, alongside the ship, openly, and witliout 
concealment; and to drive a bargain for them, was 
one of the nrincipal objeeta of their viiita to tiie ship. 

It ie to DO hoped that the punishment mfliefed on 
Utiroa for the murder of Anderson will be long re- 
membered, and prove a salutary lesson to the nu- 
merous and thickly-peopled towna of Tapnteouea, 
or Drummond's Island. 

On tlie same evening, (the 9th,) they weighed 
anchor, and on the next day made Bishop's or 
S) denham lahuic^ which they aurveyed the follow- 
ing day. 

Off the north point of Bihhop'a Island, there 
is a shoal extending one and a half mile to 
the nortbwaid and weatward, the water en wl^ 

h discoloured, and where the Peacock found nine 
fathoms. The native name for Bishop's or Syden- 
ham Island, is Nanouti; it lies in latitude 36' S., 
and longitude 176^24' E.; it is of coral formation,and 
a mere ledge of land, like Drummond's Island, with 
a lagoon, reef, and bank, on its lee or south-west 
side. The survey made it nineteen miles long, 
trending northrweat and aonth^eaat, and ita width, 
including lagoon and reef, eight and a half miles. 
On the south- west and north-west portions of it, 
there is a coral bank, from one to one and a half 
mile beyoud the ree^ on which there is ten 
fathoms water. At the distance of four miles from 
the north-west end of the island, they f uiidaoond- 
ings in two hundred and sixty-five fathoms. 
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At daylight aa the llth, they nuide Heiidtfville 

lalaad, called by the nati^< s X^m mki 

Hendervillo Island wtui determined to be in latt> 
tude 11' N., and longitude SlKaiK'E. Thw 
iHlniiii is six and a Iialf milea long, east and west, 
and five and a Iialf imles wide at the ea^t end, 
diainisliiug to two utiles at the west end : it is of 
coral formation. There are two towns on the west 
ene!, nnd several on the east and south-east parts, 
and it is thickly inhabited. Tlic natives wlio came 
on board said that the two ends of the inluud were 
•t war with mA other. Thej ue very mueh the 
same in njipenrancc as the nativts of Drummoncrs 
]8laad;were naked, and spoke the same dialect. 
These natives knew of the islands in their imme- 
diate vicinity, as well as the dirertion of Tapute- 
ouea, or Drummond's isiandj aad gave them the 
name of hehig inhalMted hf a «mg» and boitOe 
people. 

Han's Island, called by the natives Maiana, is of 

coral formation ; the nortli-cast and nouth-east 
parts are oontiuiioiis land, whilst to the south-west 
•nd nardh'wmt it eomeiBte of n leef and hank, in 

some places awash, with a sand-pit in its lagoon. 
The western sides of the island are therefore very 
dangOTonn^ and should be approached with caution, 
as the sea seldom breaks on tltm, nmi the dis- 
coloration of the water is uot at all tiiue^i to be 
observed. The survey makes this bland nine miles 
iongpin » north<eeat sod aonth'west direction, and 
six mites hi width, hi m sonth-esst and north-west 
direction : it is situated in latitude 5ti' 4.'i " N., and 
hmgitade 173'* 4' 15" £. On ito west side, on 
some of the bwnks, there is sadiomge bi from ten 
to fifteen fathoms of water. 

On the morning of tlie 15th, tliey made the 
ialsnd of Apamania, the Hop|>er iHlsud of Duper- 
rey, and the Simpson'^ Island of the eliarts of 
Arrowsmilh. It is about five feet above the surface 
of the ocean; is ten miles long, lu^rth-west and 
aottth-es«L and five miles iu width, north «nd 
•onth. The land it eonttnnoiw on the north sad 
east sides, excepting two small strips of Lare reef. 
There is anchorage on the west side iu an opening 
between the reef and the north-west point of the 
island, winch is aViout two miles wide. The Round- 
ings vary from tw o t« five fathoms : across it, iu 
some places, the bottom is broken coral; in others, 
it is coral sand. The entrance to the lagoon, 
although feasible, should not be attempted through 
this passage; bnt there is a good passage into it on 
the south-east side of the island, which is a mile 
wide. A smalt quantity of fresh water may be 
had by digging on the beaches : wood and rt frcsh- 
ments are not procurable for shipping. This is- 
land is situated ni huitude 97' 21" N.,and Imifitnde 
nii" 57' 3^" E. : it ha;? heretofore been repre- 
R«ut£U m two Ljiands uu tlie charts, called ou one 
Simpsott'H, and the other Hopper and Hsrhottle ; 
but there is only one, joined by the same reef. 

On the 16th, while engaged in the survey of 
Kuria or Woodk-'» Island, some canoes came off 
to the ship, when the natives came on board with- 
oat heMtation,«>-an evidenee of tiidr havinf had 
conmmnication with sliips, and their confidence of 
good trt^tment. It was soon reportod, that a white 
man was coming off ; and, as in all such cases, he 
was looked for and walclied with great interest, 
aud various aunuises were made relative to his 
origin and htskngr. They iran not long left in 
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doubt, for before be readied the deck, his voice < 
bespoke him an Irishman. ITo wa.s (!ri ss. d in a 
pair of duck trousers and red flannel bhirt, aud ; 
•mnonneed hiniaelf as John Kirby, a deserter 
from the English whale-diip Admiral Cockbum," 
He said he had been on the isUnd for three years; . 
that he was living with the danghter «f the prind- j 
pal chief ; and solicileda pnswge to some civilised * 
pUce. 

The principal chief of the island, with his 
daughter, whom Kirby had for a wife, came on ' 
booiil with him. Th^ bodi seemed deeplN af- . 
fected, when they learned that 1 • I.iirl received i 
permission to remain on board, aud was about to ' 
leave them ; wid both eudeaTowed to dissimde 
him from going. 

His wife showed much concern, and wished to | 
aeoMnpsnv him; the old chief, her father, en- j 
deavoured to persuade him to take her. Finding I 
she could not prevail, she requested as a parting ! 
gift, an old jack-knife, the only pr(»perty he had 
left to give. Several presents were made to her i 
by the officers and men, which reconciled her ■ 
bunu wliat to her lot. The natives all left the ship | 
much gratified, excepting Kirby's wife, who cvo- i 
tinued to be somewhat downhearted. 

Kirby proved an intelligent man : he understood 
the language, and w.is well aciiuaiiited with the . 
character, manittni*, and customs of the islanders, | 
among whom he had lived from the llth of Feb- | 
ruary, 1838, to the 15th of April, 1841. His pre- 
sence iu the tihip afforded Ca)itaia Hudson an 
opportwiity, not only of coxniuunicating with the 
natives more Awely, bnt of obtaining mudi inter* 
csting information relative to this group. 

Kuria or Wuodk'ti It>laiid has four towng on it, | 
which Kirby estimates to contain between four and 
five thousand inhabitanti*. Its geographical p(».si- 
lion is iu latitude 14' 30 ' N., longitude 173 27' E.; 
its greatest length is five miles, north-west and 
Bou^-ensty and its gcestest width, which is at the j 
south-east end, is two and a half miles. The re- | 
mainder is verv narrow, and almost divided towards ' 
the centre, ^he north-west portion has two small j 
lagoons, two or three hundred yards from the 
beach ; the water in them is not so salt as the j 
ocean. In ono of them, the boUom cousisUi of r*id 
mud on one side, while it is a white clay on the ; 
other. They Ttre used as fish-ponds by the chiefs, j 
There is a iwi extending to the nortli-vvest nearly j 
tliree miles. 

Kirby states, that on the first night of his land- 
ing, they stripped him of every thing but an old 

paur of trousers, after which he was conducted to a 
grokt conclave of natives, aseerobled around a large 
Hre^ which he then believed was intended to roast 
him. He had fortunately gone on shore in the 
higheiit chief's canoe, and placed himself under hb 
protection, as well as he knew liow. After some 
considerable talk, instead of being roasted, he was 
furnished with a wife, and taken to reside with his 
friend, the principal chief, who, with the rest of 
the natives, ever after treated him kindly. Afur 
a few montlis* rsridence in the family of the chief, 
he gave his ovn JfLUjl.tjr to Kirby for a wife. 
The result of this wad much jealpusy and euvy 
between his first wife, of commea orq^in, and bis 
last, of high rank, until the former was ou!?ted and 
sent back tu her parents, leaving the chief's daugh- 
ter in quiet possw d o n of the honss. 
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During Kirby's residence oa tlie isUuid, several 
English, and one Aineri«an whaler, had been off 
the ishmd, on which occaaiom he 'bad been em- 
ployed EB pilot and interpreter. !Wie natfTes were 
constantly asking hini, after their departure, why 
he did not fool the vetibels and run them on shore, 
that they might plimder them.'* One of the above 
vessels left two pigs, two goats, and a pair of Mus- 
covy ducks; but no sooner bad tlie veti^l left, tliiui 
they kitted ihem all, fur some niperstitious fears, 
and threw them into the sea, notwithstanding all 
Kirby's remonrtrances and entreaties to have them 
spared, and allow him to eat tlieni. 

Kurby says that the natives, though not professed 
eannihus, sometimes eat humnn fleeh ; hut their 
food is generally fish. They do not eat fowls, and 
will not raise pigs, on account of their iUth. Their 
treaale is extra^ed from the BtNtthes ef the eoeoa- 
nut trees, an operation which, if frequently re- 
peated, destroys the tree. Th&y axe very fund of 
iM>ek>fighting. 

The conduct of foreigners who visit these islands 
is sometimes of a most outrageous character. Some 
four or five months before the Peacock's visit, 
Kirby states that one Iieasonby, master of the 
whale-ihip Ofll^, of London, and whose mate waa 
an American, nanied Lake, landed six young girls 
on this island, whom lie had obtained at Peru, or 
Fnuieis Island. After having kept them on board 
several clays, he brought tlieni here to save himself 
the trouble of bcatiug his vessel up to the island to 
which they belonged. 

These ymms ^ris were extremely good-looking, 
and are now slaves to the chief of this island, and 
made to labour and satisfy his lusts. Tliey were 
landed ou Kuria, in despite of their entreaties and 
tears. These people an in the habit of killing all 
strangers from Lslands not coniieeted with their 
immediate group; but the lives of these girls were 
spared^and they were retained in bondage. Two 
of them were brought off to the ship, \vho entreated 
most earnestly to be kept ou board, aud to be 
carried to their home. 

The published charts of these islands were found 
80 inaecnrate, as to be a cause of danger rather 
than t f safety ; for in them the islands are multi- 
pUed, aud every hummock or detached islet on the 
same reef is represented ss sepsnle, snd a name 
assigned it. Thus a crmfusion exists, that it is 
almost impossible to uni-avel. How so many errors 
could be committed, can only be accounted for by 
the fact that those who had the publication of tlie 
charts formerly were generally ignorant, aud did 
not take that care to sift and examine the infimna- 
tion that was essential to accuracy. 

Several ishmds are laid diown here on the dtf- 
ferent cliarts, but those only really exist which are 
named Tarawa, or Knox Island; Apia, or Char- 
lotte Island; sad lilaraki, or Matthcw^s Island. 

Tarawa, or Knox Island, is in length twenty 
miles, trending north-west and south-east, and lies 
in latitude 1" 29^ N.,and longitude 173^5' E. The 
land is continuous and wooded, with the exception 
of four gaps, where the reef is bare. The south side 
is twelve miles long, and trends nearly e;i.st and 
west. On this part, near the western end, are three 
hnmmoeks (wnich appear like islsndflin the dis- 
tnnff-), and several small sand-banka, which are 
connected b^ the same reef. This island lias its 
hfooDy Imt It has the appeumnce of an exteonve 



bay, iu cousequeuoe of the reef on tlie west side 
being a sanken mud, tm wfaiob is fimnd fire fathoms 
of water. 

Apia, or Chsrtotte lehmd, eonristo of strings of 

coral islets, situated within a reef, which is six and 
seven feet above the water. The reef basa bluff iront, 
and is mnoh worn by the sea. There is no coral nnd. 
Apia was found to be in latitude V 52' N., and 173° 
2' £. Itis a lagoon island. Its length in the direction 
of north-east and south-west is sixteen miles, and 
its average breadth five. On the east side of the 
island the laud is covered with cocoa-nut and pan- 
danus groves, with some undergrowth. The north- 
west and west side is a continuous reef, four or five 
feet above the water's edge, on which are many 
islets. About the centre of the reef, on the south- 
west side, is a ship's channel into the laguun, which 
is tmlf a mile wide. Near its entrance is a «nall 
islet, which stands alone, and is a good mark for 
the entrance. There in no island in the lagoon, as 
shown on the French charts of Duperrey. 

It was ascertained that their knowledge of other 
ishmds only extended to Tarawa, or Knox's Island, 
and two others. To one of these they pointed in a 
direction west of north, aud called it Maraki,— - 
Matthew's Island; and the otha Taritari and 11*- 
kin, which they said werr tw<; ilays* MUl^aild whieh 
was believed to be I'itt's Island. 

The next island that claimed their attention was 
?iTr;T-nl:i, or Matthew'-" T'^lfiud. It is much smaller 
tiitui tiie two last, and situated iu latitude 2" N., 
and longitude 179* 25' 30" £. It is a lagoon island, 
without entrances, and of coral formation. It is 
but five miles lung, nortli-by-east and sonth-by- 
wcst, and two and a half wide at its base, being 
of triangular shape. It appears to be densely 
peopled. 

On the 27th, the Peacock left Matthew's Island 
to look for Pitt's Island, which they made on the 
28th, at 9 A.N. There are two islands knou-n 
under tlii^ ?inrti" : tlie largest is called by the 
natives iaruuii, and the smallest, Makin. The 
latitude of the southern point of Taritari is 3° 8' 
N., longitude 172° 48' £. This island is of the 
figui-e of a triangle, with its apex to the south, and 
its sides are about fourteen miles in length. The 
south-east side is a continuous gn>ve of cocoa-nut 
and pandanus, with some nndergrowth ; on the 
other two sides is a reef, which is awash, excepting 
the north-west point, in which there is a siualJ 
inlet. 

Makin is of much smaller dimen^ons, being but 
iiix miles lung : it varies in width from half a mile 
to a mile. Its northern point lies iu latitude 3^ 
iW' 42" N., and longitude 172*' 57' £. This smaii 
island n the seat of government, and the natives 
now unite both names under the one of Makin. 

It was soon evident tliat the island was thickly 
inhabited ; fm when the ship reached the lee side, 
in the afternoon, about twf iity canoes came off, 
containing from five to ten ii:u) \ 1 h in each, and in 
one of them was a white ma;^, ^^ U > was clothed in 
mats. The ship was immediately hove-to to take 
him on board, and he gave his name as Robert 
Wood (alias (Jrey), a Scotchman by birlh, who 
was left by his own wish on the island, seven 
years before, hy the Engtidh whaling brig Janie, of 
London, sailing from Sydney. He was under so 
great excitement as to render his utterance quite 
unmteUipblc^ »t tunes, and soma amusing 
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took |>iace in oonsequeuoe. On bis reaching the 
dad^ he fint inquircNl if he woald be permitted to 
HP on shore Again ; and then, who was king of 
England ; if there was peaee with America ; fur 
he had thought there niuHt be a war. He had 
aeeb no white men since lie lMided,and aaid that 
he hnA beoome oM and grayheaded. To prove the 
latter nss^rtinn he pnlled nff his aprilnfry fo|. ^ 
and diBpiajed a most luxuriant growth of jet-bUck 
hair. 

He had not been on board long before he asked 
for a passage to twme invilized laud ; and when he 
was infoi'mcd that hia wishes would be gratified, 
he seemed for a time bwide himeelf from exeew of 
joy. His feelings were evmeed in liie radeATonrs 
tf> Infrri'Vt't tlio ijuM-'fiutia the natives; he 
almost invariably repeated to them what was said 
to him in English, in the Mine langtwge; and nive 
back their answers or expressions in the island 
dialecL Tbi« ha 1 :i JroU effect, aiid he had fre- 
quently to be rcniiihiisl that he was an interpreter. 

Wood eajfi^ that the natireo fand tlwaja treated 
Mm Idndly ; and §ae the fint few nontfae after his 
arrival among them, they carried him about on 
their shoulders (he was the first white man that 
many of them had ever oeen), and ahnoat deified 
him. They have no wars, ami vrry few arms, and 
seldom quarrel, except about tlieir women. The 
ponidinieDt of death ia inflicted en tfaoae who 
mfringe the aeraglio of the chiefe. 

When the Teeeels had made nil, in order to 
leave the island, and it was supposed that all the 
natives had left the ship, one was found hanging 
to the man-ropes n«uT tlie water. Wood, on ques- 
tioning tlie native, found that he was a petty chief, 
who wished iu acconipauy tlie ship, and had taken 
this means of doing it, hoping not to be perceived 
until be waa oat of eight of his island. He said he 
was too poor a chief to have any wives, and there- 
fore w ;-lif I to leave his island, and be landed on 
some other^ where he could obtain some. Captain I 
Hvdaon had a hoat lowered at onoei, Ij wbam he 
was put oa board a eanoe, that took him to the ' 
shore. i 

The Kingsmlli Group consists of fifteen Matids, 
of which the geographical positions have been : 
already given in speaking of them separately. 

Sfacgr am aa foUow^ vii. : 

KATIVS XAMX*. KAME ON CRAKTS. 

Marakl Matthew's IiUikU 

Makln and Taritad .... Pitt't " 

Apia . .« Charlotte's <* 

Tarawa Knox's '< 

HaU'e 



KATIVe KAMZS. VAMK OK CftXtL' 

Apanuuna • • Hopper's Island. 

Kuris IfoodJe's « 

Nanoukl . • HendervllJe's " 

Nanoutt SjdnihBm ** 

Tapatsoosa • Draaunondfe ** 

The above are all thoae that were ^ted by the 

PeriL Jck : the natives, however, gave the names of 
others, which are said to be in the neighbourhood, 

todla nmnbcr of tix» 

Pun Ftands Ulsad* 

Nukooan Byron's " 

Aniral Hord'i " 

Tatnana T'lioebe " 

Onoutu Rotcher'a " 



The first of these five are known on the map^ 
hot the two last are not. There is one which the 
natives of Apia designated hy Tn rn wan i-M akin, 
but I am inclined to believe it was intended fur 
Pitt's Island. 

The population of the group, from the beat data 
which was obtained, is abont sixty thousand eouls. 

At Drummnnd's Islain^, ^^hwr. ffn ro wa^ tVj'- h< -t 
opportunity of a personal examination, the estimates 
were above ten fbooMnd : this is conridered the 
most populous island of the whole group. On 
Apamama, Kirby saw collected from six to seven 
thousand warriors, belonging to it, Nanouki, and 
Kuria : the joint population of these three islands 
may therefore be reckoned at twenty-eight thou- 
sand ; it would seem reasonable to estimate the 
remaining twelve islands, which have been ob- 
aerved to be thieUy inhabited^ at the erne nmn- 
ber. 

On completing the survey of the Kingsmill 
Gronp, Captain Hudson found it neeeeaaiy to place 
his crew, and that of the tender, upon a reduced 
allowance of provisions and water. He then 
steered away to the northward, through the Mul- 
erave Ishmds ; and on the morning of the 3rd of 
May, they nude Pedder Island ot Anownmith. 
Tlie vessels passed along its west side, and through 
the Fordyce Fassage, between it and Arrowsinith's 
Island. Daniel Island was als i bwu frum aloft to 
the eastward. These islands are ail of coral forma- 
tion, with lagoons, and are inhabited. The south- 
east end of Arrowsriiith's Island was found to be 
in katttde V 6' N., longitude 171° 23' 64" £. It 
ie twenty miles long. 

On t!ir 17th of July, the Peacock and Flymg- 
Fish arrived at the bar of the Columbia Kiver. I 
have alreadfy detailed of tiie f (xmer veaadL 
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CALIFORNIA. 
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The Vinceones arrived at Saa Francisco on the 
1 4th of AiigVil^ 1841, and anchored off Yerba 
Buena. As sof)n as the ship anchored, an officer 
was despatclied ou shore to call upon the authori- 
ties; but none of any description were to be found. 
The only magiatrBte, an alcalde, was absent. The 
frequency of reroIutioiiB in tills ooiiutrv had 
caused a gTMt otnnge «in«ft liub TUfc of Ckptein 
Beechey. 

On the 17th, after consultation with iho mp- 
tain of the port, a Mr. Richardson, the ship was 
moved tu the north sliore, at Sau^alito, or Wlialer's 
Harbour. Water, which it was impossible to 
obtain at Yorba BueuBy on aeoount of the drought 
Hiat bad prevaited for oereral tnontlM, ia here 
to be had from a small spruig. After the ship 
was moored, the boats were hoisted out, and 
fitted for aiweying duties np the liveT Ssera- 
mento. 

On approaching the coast iu the ueighbour- 
faiood of San Francisco, the country has by no 
means an inviting aspect. To the north, it rises 
in a lofty ranj^e, whose highest point is known 
as the Table Ilill, and forms an iron-bound coast 
from Fuuto do loe Reyes to the mouth, of the 
harbour. 

To the south, tlicre is an extended sandy beach, 
beliind which rise the saad-hiUs of San Bruno, to 
a moderate height. There are no symptoms of 
cultivation, nor is flic land on either side fit for it ; 
for in the former direction it is mountainous, in 
the latter sandy, and in both bairen. The entrance 
to the harbour is strtkinff : bold and rocl^ shores 
eosfine the rush of the tide, which bore us on and 
* through a narrow passage i it< a largo estuary : in 
this, several islands and rocks lie scattered aroimd : 
some of the islands are dothed with vegetation to 

their verv tnps ; ritbrrs ?irf> bnri'eii nnd covered 
witli guano, iiaviog an iuiiueu»e immber of sca- 
fowls hovering over, around, and alighting upon 
them. The distant shores of the bay extend nwth 
and sooth far heyond the TisHUe horizon, exhibit- 
ing lie i f (Im: in i8t spacious, and at the same time 
safest porta in the world. To the east rises a lofty 
inland range, Icnown by the name of Ln Ssira, 
brilliant with all the beautiful tints tilBt tlw ntno- 
sphere in this climate produces. 

Yerba Boem is the usual though by no means 
the best anchorsce. The town, as is stated, is not 
aileulated to produce a &Tourable impreaidoa on a 
stranger. It.s buildings may be counted, and con- 
sists of a large frame building, occupied by the 
agent of thn HudMMi Bay Company, a store, kept 
l^lfr. Spein^ aa AmnlGMii a bilUsrd-room and 



bar, a poop cabia of » ship, occupied aa a dwellmg 
by Captain ^ HlnoUey, a blacksmith's shop, and 

some out buildings. These, though few In number, 
are also far between. With these, I must not for- 
get to enumerate an old dilapidated adobe building, 
wliich has a conspicuous position on the top of the 
hin oTerlooking the anehotaee. When to tiiis 
we add a sterile soil and hifls of lifiif^ rock, it 
will be seen that Yeiba Buena and the country 
around it are any thing but beautiful. Thb de- 
scription holds good when the tide is high, but at 
low water it has for a foree;round an extensive 
mud- flat, wliieh does not add to tha bean^ of 
the view. 

After passing through the entrance, we were 

scarcely able to distinguish the presidio ; and had 
it not been for its soUtary flag-staff, we could not 
have ascertained its situathm. Fnm this staff no 
fln s: fli ated ; the building was deserted, the walls 
had fallen to decay, the guns were dismounted, and 
every thing around it lay in quiet. We were not 
even saluted by the stentorian lungs of some 
soldier, so eustomary in Spanish places, even after 
all political power as well as military and civil rule 
has fled. I afterwards learned that the presidio 
was still a garrison hi nsmo, atid that it had not 
been wholly abandoned : but the remnant of the 
troops stationed there consisted of no more than 
an officer and one soldier. At Yerba Buena tlieta 
was a similar absence of alt autliority. 

At the time of our visit, the country altogether 
presented rather a singular appearance. Instead of 
a lively green hue, it had generally a tint of alight 
straw-c(Monr, showing an extreme want of moisture. 
The drought had continued for eleven months ; 
the cattle were dying in the fields ; and the first 
view of California was not cakmlated to make a 
favourable impiession either of its beauty or fer- 
tility. 

There is, perhaps, no other country where there 
is such a divenily of features, soil, and climat^ as 
CkUfomk. The surihee exhibits the varieties of 
lofty ranges of mountains, confined valleys, and 
extensive plains. On the coast, a range of high 
land extends in length from Cape Mendocino to 
latitude 32" N., and in breadth into the IntOKior 
from ten to twenty miles. 

The valley of San Juan, of no great extent, lies 
between these hiUs and the Sierra, wiiioh is a low 
range of monnti^s. East of tiie Siena is the 
broad valley of the Sacramento, which is prolonged 
to the south in tliat of Buena Ventura, as far as 
Mount San Bernardino, under the thirty-fourth 
paxaUel. Beyond this valloy as the OaUfomiao 
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Climate of California. 
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Range, which ia a coiitinnation of the Ca.scade Rouge 
of Oregon, and whose southern summits art; cap- 

Kd with snow. This range gradually decreaHca iti 
ight, nntU it decliniw into nilla oi modeimte ele- 
To the eut of the Califomdaa MomitdiM 
arc tliu Vivit sandy pla'ms, of which wc know but 
httle, except that they fozm a wide tractless waste, 
destitute of every thuig that ean fit H far Uie faftbi- 
tation of man or beast. 
The soil is as variable as the face of the country, 
i On the coast range of hills there is little to invite 
the agriculturist, except in some vales of no gtMt 
extent. These hills are, however, admimblj 
adapted for raising herds and flocks, and are at 
present the feeding grounds of numerous deer, elk, 
fte., to whieli the Short sweet gnas and wild eats 
that are spread over them, afford a plentiful supply 
or fuod. No attempts have been made to cultivate 
th' n >i ihern part of this section, nor is it suscep- 
tible uf being the Mat of anj large agtionltunl 
operations. 

The valloy of the Sacramento, and that of San 
Juan, are Uie most fruitful parts of California, par- 
tienlKrly the Iatt«r, whteh u capable of producing 
wheat, Indian com, rye, ftats, &c., with all the 
fhiits of tiie temperate and many of the tropical 
climates. It likewise offers flne pasture-grounds for 
cattle. This region comprises a level plain, from 
fifteen to twenty miles in width, extending from 
the bay of Saa Francisco, beyond the mission of 
that name, north and eoath. This may be termed 
die gardm at OaHfbmb ; hat although sereral 
small streams and lakes serve to water it, yet in 
dry seasons or droughts, not only the crops but the 
herbage also suffen eztnmely, and the cattle are 
deprived of food. 

The Sierra afibrds Utile scope for cultivation, 
being nmeh broken, barren, and sandy. It is in 
idlaoes covered with cedar, pine, and oak ; but it 
ofTers few indncements to Oie settler. The great 
valley of Buena Ventura next succeeds, wliich, 
although it offers more prospects of profitable cul- 
tivation, is by all aceounts far inferior to that of 
San Joan. It lles^ nearly ^mallei to the latter, 
and is watered by the Sau Joachim river and its 
branches. 

In this valley the Califomian Indians pnncipatly 
dwell. The San Joachim receives its waters from 
the many str* ams tli:tt is^u" from the Californian 
range of mountains. These are well wooded, their 
hase hdng eov«red frith oak^ to wfaldi soceeeds 
the red California cedar (schubertia abertina), 
aud after it, in a still higher region, pines, until 
the snows are encountered. On the eastern side 
of this range, tliere is found very little timber, and 
in consequence of the want of moisture, trees do 
[ not Hourish, even on the west side. The inland 
j plain, constituting a large part of Upper California, 
i», according to all aoconuti^ an and waale ; the 
few rivers ^at exist beiut periodical, and loeing 
themselves in the sandy sofl. 

In eltmate, California varies as much if not even 
more than in natural features and soil. On the 
coast range, it has as high a mean temperature in 
winter as in summer. The latter is in fact the 
I coldest part of the year, owhig to the constant 
i prevalence of Aft iiorth>w«at iraids, which blow 
with the regularity of a monsoon, and are exceed- 
ingly cold, damp, and nncomfortable, rendering fire 
cmn ne eea a ai y ftr Mmfiwt in nMrnaaaaa. This 



ia, however, but seldom resorted to, find many per- j 
sons have informed me that lliey have suffered I 
more from cold at Monterey, than in places of a | 
much higher latitude. The climate thirty miles | 
fvun the coaat nndergoee a great change, and in r 
no part of the world is there to be found a finer or 
more et^uable one than in the valley of San J aan. 
It more resemblea that of Andalusia, in Spain, than | 
any otlier, and none can be more salubrious. The 
uold winds of the coast Imve become wanned, and 
have lost tbdr force and violence, though they 
retain their freabneaa and parity. Thia atari p of 
country is timt ni which the rnvfamed xnisaions 
have been established; and the accounts of these 
have led many to believe that the whole of Upper 
California waa well adapted for agricoltimil iiaea> 
This is not the case, for the small district nlr^ndy 
pointed out is the only section of counti-y wliere 
these advantages are to be found. This valley 
extends beyond the pueblo of San Joan, or to the 
eastward of Monterey: it is of no great extent, 
being about twenty raiJes lung by twelve wide. 

The Sierra, which separatee the valley of Saa 
Joan from that of Buena yenta^^ ia about ome 
thousand five hundred feet high, barren and sandy. 
Pines cover its summit, and the climate ia exceed- 
ingly dry and arid, though cooled by tt« fresh 
wind that passes beyond tliem. Next eotncs the 
central valley of Buena Ventura, which is a con- 
tinuation of the Sacramento, and through which 
tlie San Joachim flowa. Being confined within the 
two nngee of moatitaiM» and not having the aame 
causes operating to modify tlx' temperature as the 
smaller valley of San Juan, tlie heats of its sum- 
mer are oppressive, the tliermometer ranging, it is 
said, higher than %vithin the torrid SOIiefaad the 
heat cuutinuing without cessation. 

Although the Califumian Range is covered with 
snow in doae proximity to this valley, it aeema to 
have hot little effect m modifying the cKnialB^ 
which is represented as tropical throughout the 
year. This vtdley extends as far south as the San 
Bernardino Moanliua. The reridents in Oalifofnia 
say that they have never known the wind to blow 
from the north-east within thii-ty miles of the 
coast. 

The Sacramento is the largest river in Califor- 
nia. One of its branches. Destruction river, takes 
its rise near Mount Shastc, and was examined 
throughout the whole of its course by our land ^ 
party, until it jofaied the Saemnetttet die latter ia ' 
thought by some to pass through the mountains 
and ^oin Pitt's river. Pitt's river is said to take 
its nse to the north-east of the Shasta Mountain, 
and from the information that I received, extends ' 
as far as Pitt's Lake, under the forty-second paral- 
lel. I have reason to doubt whether the length 
of its course is so great, and believe that the 
Saeramento has its aoorce In the eoslemB qpon ef 
the Shaste Mountain. 

The first branch of any size in descending the 
Sacramento is that called Feather river, which 
joins it below the Prairie Butes, coming from the 
north-east. This branch takes its rise in the Cali- 
fornia Mountains, near their northern end, and has 
a course of about fortv milea. The Amerieaa 
river ia a email hraneh that joine flw Saecamenla 
at New Helvetia. Af'i r rocf iving this stream, the 
Sacnunento is joined by the San Joachim, whidi 
coureea from tlte aoath, and below thdr coo- 
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lluence enton the IwjrB of Sia Ffeblo maA San 

Francisco. 

The Sacramento is navigable for tMWto to 

distance of one hundred and fifty miles, and for 
ves»ela as far aa New Helvetia. The upper por- 
tion of it, near the Prairie Dutes, ovei-flowa ita 
banks, and submerges tlie whole of die Sacramento 
Valley as far down as the San Joachim. Thb 
inundation is probably caused by the united effects 
of the Saoramento and the Feather rivers, as there 
is not in ita bed snffldent room to dBseharge so 
large a quantity of water. 

Upper Culifornia may boast of one of the fineeL 
if not the very best harooar in the worid,-^«hst or 
San Francisco. Few are more extensive or cotiM 
be as readily defended as it; while the combined 
fleets of all the naval powers of Europe might 
moor in it. This is, however, the otily really good 
harbour which this country possessea ; for the 
others so called may be frequented only during the 
fine season, being nothing more tlnui roadsteads* 
affording little salBty and bvt tew anppKes to 
vessels. 

The principal articles imported are cotton cloths, 
vdvcl^ silks, brandies, wines, teas, fte. ; in lelnnk 

for which they receive hit^es and tallow, skins, 
wheat, and salmon. The attention of the inhabit- 
ants has been piineipally directed to the raising of 
cattle, and the greater part of the wealth of Cali- 
fornia may be considered as cousiatiug of live stxDck. 
The exportatioDS, on the average of years, is about 
one hondred and fifty thoosiuid hides, and two 
hundred thousand arrobas of tallow. From foar 
to five hundred sea-otter sl<ins are brought in by 
the American hunters, and are valued at thirty 
dollars each. The beaver skins avs comparatively 
few. Wheat has been exported to the Russian 
posts, to the amount of twelve thousand bushels. 

The yield of wheat is remarkable, and in some 
places, where the land is well situated, very larjro 
returns are rccciv ud. ilr. Spears, of Verba Buena, 
informed me that he had delivered to an active 
American farmer thirty bushels of wheat for seed, 
at a time when it was dilBeult to inraeure it, under 
an agreement that he should have the refusal of 
the crop at the market price. In tlie July follow- 
ing, he delivered liim three thousand basnets, and 
on its dclivnrj-, he fuund that the farmer had re- 
served six hundred bushels for himself; and this, 
without estimating the loss from bad reaping and 
treading out with horses, would give one hundred 
and twenty for one. This m not considered a fair 
criterion or average, as the land was remarkable 
for ita richness and was well attended to; bat Mr. 
Spears and several others assured ne that the 
average would be as tttf^ as buflhds yiddBd 
for one planted. 

Indian com yields well, as abo potatoes, beans, 
and peas. The cultivation of vegetables is in- 
creasing rapidly, and supplies in tliese latter 
articles may be had in alrandance and «f the finest 

quality. 

The country appears to be well adapted for 
grapes. Those that have been tried at the niis- 
ikiM yield moet abundantly; and about two hun- 
dred casks, each of rtghteen gallims, of bnmdy, and 
the same quantity of wine, ai-e made. The culti- 
vation of the grape increases yearly, but is not 
" ' for the supply of the countey, as large 
of fiweiipi winsa and %wb» tote im- 



portrfl, wliicli pay an enormous duty; :in1 -dtlimigh 
Califoruia may not boast of its dense population, 
every intelligent person I met with agi'eed that it 
consumed more s{)irit<? in proportion than any 
other part of the world. The wine of the country 
which I tasted is miserable stuff, and snwdd 
scarcely be taken for the juice of the grape. 

The sahaon-fishery, if attended to, would bo a 
source of considerable proHt, yet I was told that 
the Clahficaniians never seem disposed to attMnpt to 
take them. The general opinion is, that they are 
too indolc'iit f.) ln:-'-:hr tlieniselves, and they nMtn- 
rally choose the employment which gives them tlie 
least troubles. Above every thing, the rearing of 
cattle requires the least labour in this oountrA', for 
it is only necesbary to provide keepers and have 
their cattle marked. This done, they can support 
themselves T)y the increase of the stock. At the 
missions, the manufacture of various coarse articles 
had been undertaken by the missionaries as a step in 
the education of the neophytes. Anums the^e were 
blankete and wourtng apparel auffident 10 su^ ] ] \ all 
the Indian-.: Luf with the decline of these establish- 
menti^ the manufactures have in great part been 
diaeoBmnied. 8eap of ft good quality is menn&o- 
tnred in considerable quantities, and it is thought 
that it might be exported at a profit, if the proper 
arrangements were made to use the grease that is 
now thrown away. The necessary alkali is very 
abundant. Leather of an excellent quality is also 
made and well tanned, but in such small <iuantities 
as to be hardly suflieient to supply the wants of the 
country. 

There are in California only two or three water- 
mills for grinding flour, and these are owned by 
foreigners. The mills in general used in the ooun- 
try, are composed of no more than two burr-stones. 
To the upper stone a cross-beam is secured, to 
which mule-power is applied. In most of the 
estanrias there is to be found a mill in an apartment 
adjoining the kitchen, if not m it. The whole is as 
primitive as well can be, although T have no doubt 
it answers oU the wants of this rude and indolent 

From all accounts, besides c;itflr, (L,' country is 
well adapted for the raising of ehecp, which simply 
require watching, as they can find plenty of nutri- 
tious food the whole year round; but there has 
been no attention paid to this sort of stock, and the 
wool is of very oramary Quality. The mutton is 
thought to be of very fine flavour. 

Hogs are raised in some parts, and might be fed 
to great advantage on the acorns which are abun- 
dant un the hills, where the laud is not susceptible 
of enhivatiott. Pork may be paoiked at three hi- 
lars the hundred-weight. What adds to the facility 
of doing this business, is the fact that large quan- 
tities of salt collect in the ponds in the diy iea> 
son, which may be obtained for the expense of 
carting it. 

As respects trade, it mav be said there is scarcely 
any, for it is so interrupted, and so much under the 
influence of the governor and the officers of the 
customs, that those attempting to carry on any 
under the forms usual elsewhere, would probably 
find H a loring bnriness. Foreigners, however, 
contrive to evade this by keeping their vessels at 
anchor, and selling a large portion of their cargo^ 
from on board. Great partiality is shown to those 
q{ tbsni who have * rail nndsntanding with hia 
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excellency thf^ p^ovemor; and tram what I was 
given to undersuud, if this be not secured, the 
traders are liable to •xmUbim and vaxatkm witll- 
otttnitnilMr. 

On the Wth of Angint, XJcatemnt-Commaadant 

lUoggold left the VinccriDcs with eix boats, accom- 
panied by Dr. Pickering, Lieutenants Alden and 
Budd, Passed-Midshipman Sandford, Midshipmen 
Hammersly and Elliott, and Gunner Williamson, 
with proviaions for thirty days, accompanied by an 
Indian pilot. They first passed the islands of 
Aneelos and Molate, next the points of San Pedro 
ana San Pablo, and then entered the bay of San 
PM>lo. 

San Pablo Bay is of a form nnrlv drcuhuv and 
lea nOae in Aameter; msay ■mall etrauiM enter 

it on all sides, from the neighbouring hills. On the 
cast side of this bay, the river Sacramento empties 
into it through the Straits of Kaquines. 

The party took the south-east arm of the Sacra- 
mento, and proceeded up the stream fur the distance 
of three miles, where they encamped, without water, 
tbatof the river being still bradosh. The soil was 
bard, from being eanbnnit, and ^ feot^mariia of 

the cnttl( , '.vhich had been made dufing the IsSt 
rainy season, still remained. 

In the noming', tiiey discovered that they had 
talien the wrong branch of the river, for tliis led 
immediaiely into tlie San Juacliim. They, in con- 
sequence, returned to the entrance, where they be- 
gan their sunrejr. On the SSnL they zeacbed the 
reridenee of Oaptdn Snter, and eneamped im the 
opposite bank. 

Captain Suter is a Swiss hy birth, and informed 
them that he had been * lieutenant in (he Swiss 
guards during the time of Charles X. Soon after 
tho revolution of July, he came to the United 
States, and passed seveial yean in tlie state of 
Missouri. He has but recently removed to Cali- 
fornia, where he has obtained from the government 
a conditional grant of thii'ty leagues square, bouu 1 jd 
by the Sacramento on the we^ and extending as 
nuFttp the river as the FiairieBDlea. Thespothe 
has chogcn for the erection of his dwelling and for- 
tification, he has billed New Helvetia; itissittutted 
em the summit of a small knoll, rising from the 
level prairie, two miles from the east bank of the 
Sacramento, and fifty miles from its muuth. New 
Helvetia is bounded on the north by the American 
Vofkt% small serpentine stream, wliich Iiasncuuiae 
of but a Hm miles. Thb river, having a bar near 
ita mouth, no vessels larger than boats can enter it. 
At tins place the Sacramento is eight himdred feot 
wide, and this nwy be termed the head of its 
navigation dttiing the dxy Maoon, or tho ite(e of 
low water. 

When Captoin Suter first settled here in 1839, 
lie was sttivoanded by some of the moRt hostile 
tribes of Indians on the river; but by his energy 
fiijd iDriii-igeinL-nt, with the aid of a small purty of 
trappers, iias thus far prevented opposition to his 
plans. He has even snceeeded in winning the good- 
will of the Indians, 'vhrj fir? now labourmg for hira 
in building houses, and a luie of wall, to protect 
him against the inroads or attacks that he appre- 
hends, mora from the present authorities «l the 
land, than from iJie tribes abont him, who are now 
wcjrldng in his employ. He bolJ", 1}' ajipointment 
of the government the <^ce of administiudor, and 
l»%aeBocdiiv to Us otm baUni^ supreme poww in 



bis own district, rondi mninn;, acquitting, and pu- 
nishing, as well aii itiarryiiig and burying thfiee who 
are under him. He treats the Indians very Idndly, 
and pajs them well fur thdr services in tmppiBC 
and wmring for him. His object is to attaefi 
them, as luucli as possible, to his intenslH, that 
in case of need he may rely upon their chiefs for 
asdstanee. 

Cuptnin Suter has commenced r xtrrpivn opera- 
tions in iartnuig; bnt in tlie year oi our visit the 
drought had ametsd him, as well as othen^ and 
ruined all his crops. About forty Indians weare at 
work fur him, whom he had taught to make adobes. 
The agreement for their services in u^-nally made 
with their chieb, and in this way as many aa axe 
wanted are readilf obtained. Theae Aim Imve 
far more authority over their tribes than tho^^c v r 
had seen to the north ; and in the opinion of an in- 
telligent American, tlu y have more power over and 
are more resjiected by their tribes than those of 
any other North American Indians. Connected 
with tho establishment, Captain Suter has erected 
a distillery, in which he makes a kind of pisco from 
the trild grape of the ooontry; 

New Helvetia was found to be in latilnd* 38° 
33' 46" N., and longitude 121° 40' 6" W. 

The best route from New Helvetia to the Unit^ 
States is to follow the Snn Joacliiin for sixty miles, 
thence easterly, through a gap in the Snowy Moun- 
tains, by a good beaten road; thence the course is 
north-easterly to Marjr's river, which flows aonth- 
east and has no outlet, bat loses itself in a lake; 
thence continuing in the same direction, the Port- 
neuf riverain the Upper Shoshone, is reached; and 
thence to Fcwt Hall. According to Dr. Marsh, (an 
American of much iiit<11i.:;encc, resident at the 
month of tlie Sun Joacinm, to whom we are in- 
debted for much information of the country,) there 
is plenty of fresh water and pasturage all the waj, 
and no proper desert between the Galifomhui 
Riinge and tlie Colorado. 

On the 25th, the boats left New Helvetia. It 
was disoovered, previons to starting, that four men 
had deserted from tlicir pai'ty. This is a common 
circumstance in tins port, and very few vessels 
vibit it without lotting some portion of their crews. 
The diwohite habius of the people form such sti-ung 
teinj)tatious for sailors, that few can resist theui. 
A number of men who were deserters were conti- 
nually around ua. Among othexsi, the seixeaut and 
marine guard thai had deserted fr«m H.B.H. sh^ 
Sulphur were tho most troublesome. Their ripprar- 
ance did not prove tliat they had changed their 
situation for the better. 

Ten miles up the river, a n.nnd bar occnm?d, 
over MiiiL'h it was found thai the launcii could not 
pass. Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold therefore 
left her at this place, under ebaxgeof Mr. Williams^ 
taking suffielent provisiotts in the boats. The oaks 
became mt.re scattered, and the soil thickly covered 
with vegetation, although parched up by continued 
drought. 

On the 26th, they reached the mouth of Feather 
river, which is fifteen miles above New Helvetia, 
It a]>peared nearly as broad as the main stream, 
but there is a bair extending the whole distance 
acroes it, on whmh the boats gromded. On the 
point of the fork, the ground was strewed with the 
skulb and bones of an Indian tribe, all of whom 
are nid to Imvo disd» wHbin ft hw j«ai% of tk» 
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terti&n feverj and to have neai'ly become extinct in 
consequence. 

Garrtf is represented to have decreased in this 
vicinity, from the nuiubers doatroyed the pai-ties 
of ths Hudson Bay Company, who annually fre- 
quent these grounds. Lwnc* flocks of curlew were 
seen around ; and the CkHramia quail, which dis* 
ajjpearcJ since leaving the coast, was again seen. 
The trees that line tbe banks conust of the cotton- 
wood, &e. Single oaksi with short grass bemalh 
them, are scattered over the plain. 

As they advanced, game became more pientiful, 
and dks were found in abundance : some were of 
large size, and at this season of the year, the rut- 
ting, they are seen generally in pairs ; but at other 
times, the females are in large herds. Tliey are 
fine-looking, »niinals, with veiy lug^ antlers, and 
■eeined, In the flTst hntance, devoid of fear. The 
herds are usually thirty to forty in number, and 
are chiefly composed of females and their young. 
The father of the flodt is always oonspioiiou^ aiM 
with his horns seemsd to OTershadow and proleet 
the famUy. 

The taw or bulrush was found in great quantities, 
growing on the banks. The Indians use its roots 
as food, either raw, or mixed with the grass seed, 
which forms the principal article of theii' food* 
This root is likewise eaten by the grisly bear. 

At the enoamping-plaes was a grove of poplars 
of large size, some of which were seventy feet higli, 
and two and a half feet iu di&meter. The leaf re- 
j sembled that of the American aspen. At night 
they bad a slight thunder-phowpr. The wolves 
and bears had entered the camp during the night, 
although there was a watofa kept at each end of it. 
The bowling of tbe wolves was almost constant. 

On the 27th, the current in the Sacramento had 
become much more rapid, and the snags more fre- 
quent ; its banks were on an average about twenty 
feet above tbe wator, thongh there was every 
appearanoe on thsm « thsir having heen over- 
flowed. 

On the 99dl, they for the Brst time met Indians, 
whn appeared quite shy, concealiiif;^ themselves be- 
luiid trees. As they increased in numbers, how- 
ever, they became more confident, and invited the 
party to land. Towards noon the obaracter of the 
eoimtry began to change, and trees of a larger size 
than before were seen, growing out from the banks. 
A little after noon, they met with the remains of a 
flah-weir. Some Indiuw wsre seen along the 
bankf^, armed with bows, arrows, and lances : none 
' but nuiles appeared; tliey, however, made no hostile 
demonstrations. 

Game and fur-bearing animals had become more 
numerous, and among them were the lynx and fox. 
The latter is the species whose fur brings a high 
price in China, where as maoh as twenty dollars is 
paid for a skin. This fox is said to have one psen« 
liarity, namely, that when chased It will ascend 
trees. Bears were also in great numbers. It is 
reported that tiiey will aoairanMS attadc and cat 
the Indians. 

The Indians observed by the party were genemlly 
fine robust men, of low stature, and badly formed ; 
but the ehiels, five or six in number, were fully 
t ([ual in size to the white«, though inferior in sta- 
ture good-looking as compared with the 
generality of the Polynesians. They had a strong 
to tliB latter, except that the nose was 



not so fiat aiid their colour rather darker. Although 
the men go naked, the women are said to wear the 
raaro. The niales seemed to be exceedingly jealous, 
ou account, it is said, of the unprincipled conduct 
of the whites who have occasionally passed among 
them. Their haii* is not worn as long as it is by 
the northern Indians, and is much thicker. They 
had beards and wilisksn Sn inch or two long^ VOiy 
soft and fine. 

On the motnittg when the party were hresking 
up camp to embark, an Indian boldly seized the 
bowie-knife-pistol of Dr. Pickering, and made at 
onee for tlie woods. He had chosen his time well, 
for no arms were nt hand. Several of the men 
pursued him, but by his alertness he eluded ail 
pursuit ; and having gsined tbe hosbes, escaped 
with his prize. 

Thn act, committed in open daylight, and at the 
risk of life, shows how strong is their propensity to 
Steal. All tlie other India^ present soon under- 
stood the diffieolty, and at onee took their depar- 
ture. The chief was ncjt present ; those who were 
concerned in the theft had not been before seen, 
and it was conjectured belonged to one of the ran- 
cherias higher up the river. A short distance 
above tbe place where this occurred, they met the 
chief, to whom the theft was made known,and wbo 
prvmitsed to restore the stolen article. 

At noon iSluf pMsed tiie Prairie Bules, which are 
a collection 01 isolated hills, rising from tlie level 
plain, as if out of the sea. Indians were seen on 
the west hsnk of the river, with a number of 
women in company, who seemed well disposed 
to eater into communication, as they motioned the 
party to land. 

In the afternoon thev encamped on the west 
bank, at a considerable distance above the Botes. 
The river wim here only two hundred feet wide, 
and its banks but fifteen feet hi^b. The trees on 
the shores liad now heeome qmto Ihiekf and grew 
with great luxuriance ; so much so, that were the 
sight conhned to the river banks, it might be sap- 
posed that tbe eonntiy was one eontiiHied foresl, 
instead of an open prairie. 

The Indians who visited them at this camp, were 
less timid, and a much finer-looking set of men 
than those before eeen. They allowM the officen 
and men to examine Aehr hows and arrows, and 
appeared to have confidence in our good f 1 !ing 
towards them. The old chief welcomed the party, 
granted them permission to encamp on the hnnl^ 
and then departing with all his tribf, nothing more 
was seen of him until late the next morning. 

On the SIst, they again prooeeded, end passed 
several Indian villages. Before noon, they arrived 
at a substantially-built fish-weir, of which the 
Indians began to take a part down, but Lieutenant- 
Commandant Ringgold deeming that this was tlie 
termination of his exploration, motimied to them to 
desist. 

The river was examined for two Off three miles 
shove, and found to be filled widi npod^ and in- 
numerable difficulties caused by snags and sand- 
b:irs. Here Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold 
jusetTtained his ju^sition to be in latitude 39" 13' 39" 
a., hMigitude 122° 12' if which, joined to the 
work of the land party, gives ^expl<mition of the 
whole extent of the Sacramento river, from its 
source to the sea, a distance of two hundred miles. 
The first ftrk, or the jnnetian vi Pitt's with tliat of 
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Destruction rirer or creek, is in latitude 40^ 47' N.j 
longitude 122* 34' W. 

At the })l:ice wliere the survoy emJcd, the river 
was two hundred feet wide, its banks being twenty 
feet above the river ; but it was evident that its 
perpendicular rise exeeeded thu. m there was 
every appeafMiee of Its overfloiMDg them ; and, 
according to the testimony of the Inditill^ the 
whole county was annually inundatecL 

On the afternoon of the Slat of Aognit* the 
party turned to po down the stream, and with the 
aid of the curreut made rapid progrciis. Towards 
MUiset they entered dM anall stream called Bttts^ 
on whose banks they encamped. Here they were 
much disturbed, botli with bmrs and musquitoes. 

On the Ist of Sejiteniber, tliey made an early 
starty aud about uoou reached the village where the 
theft of Dr. PIdcerinK's pistol had been eonmdtted. 

It -ivaH with some difficulty that the Indians were 
pcrsuadud to a|>pi'oach ; but a finc-louking savape, 
more bold than the rest, at last ventured to do so, 
and gave the information that the Indian who had 
committed the theft resided at the village up 
stream. 

The weapon therefine not being forthcoming, 
Lieateiiiutt*Oommaai)mit Ringgold delenmbed to 

8< iz! [his man as a hostage for the return of the 
article. Ue was accordingly secured, his arms 
pinioned behind him, and Ted doim to tlie boat, 
when two men %vcre ordered to tie his le^ ; while 
they wera in the act of doing this, he extricated 
himself, and jumped overboard. The guns were 
at once levelled, and half-a-dozen triggers ready to 
be pulled ; but Lieutenant- Cummandunt Ringgold 
very properly stopped them from tiring, and en- 
deavours were made to reeaptore him, but without 
effect These effints having failed, they took to thdr 
h'K^i'^, aii 1 pulled down the stream. The Indians 
who were ou the banks, to the number of two buu- 
dred and fifty, made no demonstrations «f hoaliUty. 

On the 3rd, they continued the survey, until 
they were below Feather river, when the provi- 
aioaswere so nearly exhausted that Lieutenant- 
Commandant Ringgold found that it would be im- 
possible for him to examine that stream. The 
residents and trappers infwt:;! 1 me that they 
had followed it to its source. From them 1 learned 
that it takes its rise in the GUifeniiaa Range, 
from which it pnrsnea a south-west course, until 
it falls into the Sacramento river. It is about 
forty miles in length. It is believed that the 
Spaniards, when they first explored this country, 
designated the Feather river as the Sacramento, 
and gave to the true Sacramento the name of the 
Jesn Maria. In no other way, at least, can the 
ei'ior wbieh has ooeonred, in relation to the Jesu 
Maria, be explained; and on this snppodtioD, the 
aocounts of it become intellinble. 

In the neighbourhood of the Saennnento, there 
are sometimes to be found small lakes or bayous, 
which seem to be filled at high water, but become 
stagnant during the dry season. These the tSk 
and deer frequent in large numbers. Their cry or 
whistle is at times very shrill, and may be heard 
for a great distance. 

At the junetton of the Feather river with the 
Saeramento, tiie latter ineresses in width to nearly 
d' uV iL . It was found just below tlic junction to be 
from twelve to fifteen hundred feet broad, forming 
a sort of hay, bat it soon again eontnMtot They 



encamped about ten miles below the confluence of 
those Htrranis, 

On the 4th, they had returned to Captain Suter's 
quarters, where they stayed till the 6tli, when 
the survey being finished down to this point, 
tliey descended the river, on their return to the 
ship. On the 8th, they bad arrived at the month 
of the rivev, and the Straits nf Kaquinee. On the 
9th, at midnight, they reached the Vincennes, afta 
an absence of twenty days. 

On the ojiiiosite side of the bay of San Pablo, or 
to the west, are some of the finest ti'acts of couutrj- 
hi OUifomia. One of these is called the Valley of 
Nappa, another that of Zonoma, and a third, Saa 
Rafael. In Zon(»na is dtoated the town of the 
s;ime name, the residence of General Vallejo, ami 
the mission of San RaiaeL The fertile country ex- 
tends across to Roas and Bodega, the two Rusabn 
settlements before spoken of. Zonoma is the seat 
of goverumeut, and is situated ia au extensive 
plain, with some high hills for its southern boun- 
dary. The plain is covered with fine oaks, and 
there is a never-failing stream of water passing 
through it. There is beudes an inlet from the bay, 
which allows a boat navigation to it of about twelve 
miles. 

Upon paper, Zonoma is :i large city, and laid out 
according to the moat approved plan. In reality, 
however, it eottsisits of only the following build- 
ings : General Vallcjo'e house, built nf afb.hr=i, of 
two stories, which fronts on the public sijuare, 
and is said to be one of the best houses in Califor- 
nia. On the right of thb is the residence of 
the general's brother, Salvadore, and to the left, 
the barracks for the accommodation of the guard 
for the general, consisting of about twenty fusileera. 
Not far removed is the old dihpidateft raisaion- 
house of San FranciHi-o S'.r.l.inn. qcrircely teuantable, 
tiioogh a small part of it is iuhabiu>d still by the 
Padra Kihaa, wb» eontmnss, notwithstanding the 
povrrty of his mission, to oTitrrtain the atnnger, 
and show him all the hospit.iliiy he can. 

Besides the bnOdings just enumerated, there 
were in the course of construction, in 1841, a neat 
little chapel, and a small building for a billiard- 
room. There are also three or f uni' ihok- li oiisLy 
and huts which are tenanted ; aud at some future 
day it may boast of some fiumer addltlona. 

General Vallejo was one of those '.vhn fi^nrnr? in 
the revolution of 1S36, and was then appointed 
Commandant-General of Atta-Califomia. He is 
now the owner of large estates; and having chosen 
this part of tlie country for his residence, he is 
free from the opposition and broils that are con- 
tinually growing out of the petty concerns of the 
eustom-house and its duties. He ia not over* 
scrupulous in deiiian liiii: duties of the vessels 
entering the port of Sau Francisco ; and until be 
has been ssen and eonsnlted, a vessel tradh^ here 
is liable to an indefinite amount of duties. A por- 
tion of the payment adds to his wealth, and how 
much goea to the govennneni is not known ; 
enough, I was told, in some cases, to save appear- 
ances, and no more. The foreigners who trade 
here are very attentive to him ; and it might be 
suppoeed, before making inquiij^ into the causey 
that he is a great fsvomrite wMi them. The 
highest official protection is necessary for all tb^e 
who wish to prosper in their trade to this port, 
and to prevent Mtaetioiia firani mbor^Baalsa. 
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By the 28th of October, 1841, all the exploring 
parties had retunied to Sim F^dieo. The duties 

of the observatory and surveys were mmjil ti I, 
the instrumeuUi embarked, and preparations made 
to sail with the firat fidr wind. 

The brig bought to supply the loss of the Pea- 
cock, wrecked uu the bur of the Columbia, I uow 
new-named the Oregon, and gave the command 
of ifc toLkratanant Carr, first lientenant of the Vin- 
eennee. It was whh no little regret that I parted 
with Lieufenant Carr, the executive officer of my 
ship for upwards of two years, duriug which time 
fak duties nad been at all times responsible^ ardu- 
ous, and valuable to the expedition. My regret at 
parting with him gave way, however, to the plea- 
sure 01 assigning him a station to which his conduct 
bad so iustly eotatled him, and whieh he was so 
well qualified to fill. 

To complete our ftuppHes for the return voyage, 
it was expedient that we should again visit the 
Hawaiian Groopt this was rendered absolutely 
necessary, h\ < rdrr to procure clothing for those 
who had lost evt^ry thing by the wreck of the Pea- 
cock ; for deftdencgr in that important article 
might, had we pursued the direct route to the 
China Seas, have subjected tlie men, who had 
already unr 



TluB neeessi^, added to tbo other delays llio 

mfortanate In-^^ nf the Peacock had caused, was a 
aource of profound regret, as it prevented me 
fkom aeailing myself of the permission granted in 
my instructions, to enter the Sea of Japan, through 
Uie Straits of Sangar. I gave up this plan, to 
which I had looked forward as one of the most in- 
tscesting parts of our cruise, with great reluctauoe; 
but Ae season was rapidly passing, and to undei^ 
fakr this remote expedition would render if 
pobs*ible to accompli^ the other objects marked 
out for me previous to my return to the United 
States. might not, perhaps, have succeeded 

in entering into communication with the inhabit- 
ants of that interesting and little-known country ; 
but we might oertainljr, by htodiog on Bomo of the 
klaads ad^teent to its oMst, haTo obtained nmeh 
interesting information, and added greatly to tiie 
eollectioos of our scientific departments. 

On the 1st of November, we liad a w ind that 
enabled tis to mal^e sail, alllitjugh it was late in the 
day befoi-e it was sufficiently strong, and by that 
time the ebb ti le was far spent. To avoid any 
farther loss of time^ I determined to make the at- 
tempt. SigiM|t was aocordingly made ; and the 
' ninvten nnder way, and alHid- 



iug out of the harbour. It may, indeed, be said, 
that it is practicable to enter and depart tnm this 
port whenever the tide is favourable. We con- 
tinued beating out to gain an ofiing until towards 
sunset, when it fell calm, and the tide failed us. 
The Vincci!Ti(>" was, therefore, coinjirllot? to arrMmr 
in six and three-fourths fathoms watei-, llireu uiiles 
from the land ; and signal was made to the two 
htyp, whieh were about three mileo outside of our 
poatilon, to do tite same. 

On our coming to anchor, there was searoely 
any swell, and the ship lay almcmt as still aa if die 
had been within the harbour. The son set dbsr, 
and every thiqg betokened n eahm and ^et 
night. 

At about 10 P.K. the swell bcfsn to inerease, 
without any apparent cfoa^ and so rapidly as to 
awsken my anxiety; bat bdng in sueh aeep water, 

I thought that the vessel was sufficiently distant 
from the bar not to be exposed to any breakers. 
As the flood continued to mahe^ Ae swdl hi- 
creased, and hy midnight we were enveloped in fog, 
without a breath of air, and the ship rode over the 
rollers, that were now becoming very heavy, and 
caused her to pitch violently. There was, how- 
ever, no break to them ; but as ample scope of 
cable had been L'iv. n, the ship occasionally swung 
broadside to, wiien the heavy pitching was changed 
to roUing so deep aa to tn&agut enr masts. At 



M. a breaker was heard outside of ns, passing 
in with the roar of a surf, after which they became 
constant, and really awful. The ship might now 
bo said to be riding in breakers of gigantic size ; 
they rushed onwards with such a tremendous roar 
and violence, that as each wave was heard ap- 
proaching, it bccaune & source of apprehension 
until it had safely passed. Such waa its force tliat 
when it struck the ehip, the chain cable would 
surge, the ring-etoppei-s part, and some few fathoms 
of the cable escape. As the time of high water 
approached, the roar of these immense breakers 
was constant. The ship waa as if tempest-tost, 
.md our situation became at each moment one of 
greater solicitude. The actual danger of wreck 
was not indeed great, for in the cTent ef parting 
our cable, the tide would have can'icd us towards 
the harbour, and into deeper water, where the 
rollers would have ceased to break ; and there was 
no great danger that we would drift on the bar, 
which was a mile or two to the northward of our 
position, 

I looked forward with anxiety for the time of high 
water, aa the period when we sbonld be rdteved 
from our nnpleaa an t aitoationj not only by tiio 
x8 
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change in tbA cwant of the tid«, but also by the 
oeantioa of the breftkras. 

Our situation afTorded me an opportunity of 
mpftsuring the velocity of the waves as thev passed 
the ship ; and thoogh the distance was short, yet 
the obgervntintis were nuTnerou"?, nii l gave the 
velocity at from fifteen to eigliieeii miles an 
hour ; their estimated height was over thirty feet, 
their width, £rom eight hundred to one thousand 
feet ♦ 

At half-past three, one of these immense 
breakers struck the ^ip broad on the bow, and 
broke with ita ftdl foroe on board: the eable 
surged ; the stoppers were carried away ; and 
the whole hpar - deck swept fore aiid aft ; the 
boats and booiii» hroke adrift, the former were 
Stove, and the latter thrown with Tiolenee to one 
aUb. 

Unfortunately, Joseph All^h u^r, a marine, 
who was iu the act of ascending tiie ladder at 
the time, was atruck by one of the spars, and 
so much injured that he died a few boom after- 
wards. 

It was not until between seven and eight o'clock 
that the ship could be relieved from this situation: 
at that time a light air from the famd sprung up, 

of which advantage was at once talien to wcigli 
our anchor. The roUera, however, had by this 
time ceased to break, the sea began to fall, and a 
few houra aftc rurxrcls regained its former placid 
and quiet stiiLe. The fog was still dense when 
we reached deep water, where we again dropped 
anchor: but shortly i^ter the wei^er el«u%d 
up, and we had oommunieation with the Por- 
poise and Oregon ; they having reached deeper 
water, had fortunately not experienced any of the 
rollers. 

We now got under way, and stood for the bay 
of Monterey, from whence I sent tlie Porpi)iae 
with despatches for the United States, ordering her 
to land them, and in case she did not meet the 
Vmeennse, to make the best of her way to the 
Sandwich Islands. 

The next day being foggy, I bore away in com- 
pany with the Oregon. 

On the oth, the weather continuing thiciv and 
^^hii)'> ^ith strong breezes from the northwai'd 
and westward, I made all aail and parted eom^ 
pany. 

^nie wind on the ftfa, when we bad readied tiie 

latitudr nf 27° N., began to incline to the IMWtfa- 
esst, and the temperature became mild. 

On the 13th, I ahajjed our course to run over 
one of the positions of Copper's Island, supposed 
to exist in longitude 151° 36' W., and latitude 25° 
48' N. On the afternoon of the 1-lth, we were 
within five miles of its assigned place, and the 
wcaOmrwaa peifectly fine, with a dear horizon, 
but there was no appearance of land. 

On the morning of the 16th, we made the island 
of Bfanl,and on the 17th, at daylight, the isknd of 
Omhn, anchoring at 10 am. off the town of Huno- 
Inlu. The Porpoise eune in at 2 p.m., and the 
Flying-Fish at five o'clock of the same day. The 
foUowinff d^ the trade-wind was too strong to ad- 
mit of the vinoMUiea altering tho inner harbour ; 
but the Porpoise and tender were enabled to 
do so. The Oregon joined us in the afternoon, 
and on tiia next &y at an early hour the squadron 
waa agaiii moored in the harbour of Uenolua. 



Our reception was even kinder than before ; and 
every fiidlity that we could dedre was offered fhr 

atlvancing mr duties and proeuring the necessary 
stores and i-lothing that OUT shipwrecked officers 
Mil i men required. 

Honolulu Hhowed signs of improvement, but I 
regretted to perceive that during the year the 
morals of flic place seemed to have declim d. The 
number of grog-shops had apparently increased, 
and the aailorr danelng-halb, witii their nnaie, 
were allowed more license thxm at our first visit. 
Yet, as far a.s the prompt execution of the law 
wrTir, 1 did not find tlie autliorities defieient. In- 
deed, at times, Governor Kekuanaoa is rather too 
precipitate in his decisions, of which we soon bad 
an instance. 

During our stay of ten days, the crews w^ere 
allowed, u torn, recreation onaheie. Among the 

number was Lewis Hem n, the cooper. In the 
course of hb liberty, he was desirotis of entering 
one of the flsSleir^ boavding'houses, at the door of 
which his progress was arrested by a coloured 
man, who was on guard with an old cutlass, and 
who threatened HeiTon with violence if he at- 
tempted to enter. This, Herron, though usnally a 
very qufot and ordsrly man, atonee resented; and 
the altrrrnti n finally carnr to an angry dispute as 
to who was tho better man. Herron, determined 
to prove that he waa, hid hold (tf tlw sentry, over- 
threw him, took the rusty cutlass away, and struck 
him with it so as to give the man a slight scratch 
on the leg. Herron now brandished his weapon in 
victoiy; but being told by the bystanders that it 
waa unhwful to eany weqwna, he determined to 
take it himself to the governor at the fort, and de- 
liver it np. On his way thither, and just before he 
arrived, he waa met by some soldiers, who at once 
seized and osirried him before tlie povemnr, with 
the sword in his hand, which he iiad refused to givo 
' up to any one else. 

The goveniw had a kind of trial held by hinnelf, 
and not aeoiadinff to law, (which provides Itar trial 
by juiy,) to which he eummoned the very man who 
had caused the quarrel, as a witness, without any 
formality or oath, and sentenced Herron to fif^ 
dollars fine, and to receive one hundred lashes; 
while the person who bad been guilty of using the 
arms, received but a nominal fine. One of the offi- 
cers hearing of the eircnmstanee in the afternoon, 
went to see Herron, heard Us stoi^, and then aaw 
the goverur i , \v]i > protnised that the man should 
have another lieariug or trial the next morning, at 
nine o'clock, and that he should not be punidied 
until I was informed of it. In tho morning, 
however, to my great surprise, I heard that, by 
the governor's orders, and in his presence, Herron 
had, at eight o'dodc, an hour before the time his 
new trial wm to take place, received twenty-eight 
lashes. On iLiiniiiig this cir< npi-fnnrr, an officer 
waa at once sent to wait upon the governor, to re- 
quest an explanation of flie proceedings, and that 
Herron might be given up, and held subject to the 
goveraur's order, for a proper trial. On receiving 
the officer, Grovernor Kekuanaoa declared that it 
waa a misunderstanding relative to his having pro- 
mised a new trial, and dedined giving up the man. 
In consequence of this, T at once sent a message to 
demand him, and to state that if he was not sur- 
rendered, I should be obliged to take him, for I 
wonld not Miffer him to mnain any longer in the 
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keeping of penona who would inflict puntshmeut 
with w modi preelpitatioiL This eauMd his de- 
livery. Shortly nfv r, I received a letter, telliug 
me that the corport;al part of his punishment was 
remitted, but doman^g Ae fine. I took this w 
caaion to write the gorornor a letter, pointing out 
wherein he had erred, in order that he might not 
fall into a similar error. 

The next dav 1 was notified that bo would be 
agam tried benire a legal triboinly viz. the go- 
vernor and the United States* consul. The day 
after, he wab accordingly sent ou shore to undergo 
a trial, which he himaelf wbhed, for the purpose of 
proving whether he was gttilty and subject to the 
fine. The tiial of Herrou took place in the grass- 
house of the king; the scone wa.s characteribtic, and 
will ahow the mauner of couductius; trials in the 
Hawsiiaa Islands. Governor Kdcoanaoa, the 
American consul, C^tain Hudson, Dr. Judd of 
the American Mission, who acted as interpreter, 
and several officers belonging to the sqttadnn) as 
well as those of the government police, nnmerous 
residents, of all colours and classes, the prisoner, 
his friends and accusers, were present. At one 
table the governor and Dr. Judd were seated, at 
another the oonsnl and Gq>tain Rttdson, while the 
prisoner and witnesses, with the f^j I'trit nrs, were 
standing in groups around. The court was opened 
in due K)riu,and Dr. Judd stated the indietnent, to 
which Herron pleaded not guilty; every thing was 
conducted with due solemnity: the oath was then 
administered by the American consul, to the wit- 
nesses on both sides. Dr. Judd examined and in- 
terpreted the whele. During this proceeding all 
were deeply intent in ferreting out the tnith, with 
the exception of his excellency the governor, who 
was occupied most of the time in searching his little 
white pet doR, that was lying on the table before 
him, for licas. The whole trial was, however, fairly 
conducted, and resulted in proving that Herron was 
guilty. Herron was fined fifty doUaca, which waa 
paid, and the business ended. 

I was satisfied, however, thai the pnvrrnor had 
in this case acted with unbecoming haste and in- 
considerateness, and at the same time was wanting 
in delicacy to his best friends, for we, of a1! Tiiti -ns, 
are the most inclined to respect his laws anci upliold 
his authority. I called upon him before my depar- 
ture to take leave, when ha admitted that the 
eovne he had panned was an nmnnal one, when 
fort ignere were concerned ; Vmt fr im the explana- 
tions he made, 1 was satisfied his inteution was to 
do right, but fike many others when vested with 
authority, he waa not inclined to delay action on a 
case he considered bo clear as this. It proved a 
^ood lesson for him, and I do BOt baliavaha will err 
in the same WMT a^ua. 

Tlw tinde of Ae Hawaiian Group is, at present, 
confined within very narrow limits. The islands 
produce but little, and their consumption of foreign 
products is necesaarily small. The capabilities of 
the islaiidi^ hnv« generally been underrated, for 
their soil and climate are suitable for raising all 
tropical productions in considerable quantities, and 
at a moderate ceat; But vexy little investment of 
capital has yet talcen place, and the bnrineaa tliat 
has induced the r;^taLti'-l uKiit of several commer- 
cial houses has been more that of transit than for 
the purpoee of supplying the oonsum^on of tlie 
iabads^ or obtainmg their exports. A table of 



statistics, which was published in a newspajper at 
Oahu, and compiled by intelligent merchants there, 

j^ivt s the amount of imports actually landed at four 
hundred and lifty-five thousand dollars, while the 
ex|>ort8 of native produce are no more tlian ninety- 
eight thousand dollars. From this grcnt rliffercncc 
between the imports and exports, it wuuld appear 
that many of these articles must have been re- 
shipped to other ports, or are still on hand. The 
latter I believe to be the ease. The trade on the 
north-west coast, formerly so much resortcfl (o by 
our vesaeLs, is eutireiy broken up by Uie Russmns, 
who have interdicted the taking of furs on the coast 
of their territory, and obtain tlieir supplies exclu- 
sively from the Hudson Bay Company, or by the 
latter, who Iiave adopted the principle of under- 
selling all competitors, and have thereby cansed a 
monopoly, which ellisetualty shuts out all smaU 
traders. Some articles of Chinese manufacture are 
sent from the Sandwich Islands to Mexico, but to 
no great amount There arc, comparatively, few 
transient vessels that call at these islands on their 
way to China, and the whole trade seems now con- 
fined to but a few vessels. One-half of the imports 
is set down as received from the United States. 

Although tlie Saadwidi Iriands are not so flndt^ 
ful as many of the other blands of Polynesia, yet 
their geograpliical situation has rendered them 
hitherto by ar tiw moat important group in the 
Pacifio Ocean. 

They are the favourite and most couvcuieut re- 
sort for thiwe whale-ships whose cruising-ground is 
the North Pacific; and the amount of proper^ en- 
gaged in this business, visiting the ports of the 
Sandwich Islands annually, is equal to thn o m;l. 
lions of dollars. To Uie supply of this fieet, the 
labour of tha iahahitanis hM principally been 
directed. 

The chiefs have ceased to look to their groves of 
sandalwood as a source of profit, and have be^n 
the cultivation of sugar, which^ together with sUk, 
now attract mtieh attention; bat until some capital 
be invested in these cultures, and the business be 
better understood, these articles cannot be raised 
to any large amount; yet the provisions and sup- 
plies to ships, suffice to afford all the necessary 
comforts to the iuhabitants of this group. 

Fortunately for the Sandwich Ishmds, they have 
no port that is defensible against a strong naval 
force, and therefore their oonsequence willbe eotn- 
paratively small in a political point of viev.. No 
foreign power, in fact, could well hold them, with- 
out great expense and diffieulty. Henoluhi to the 
port whprc vessels can best receive repairs, but it 
can only bo used by the Bmalkr class. By these 
circumstances, the neutral position of this group I 
think ia insured; and this is most desirable for its 
peace and happiness. Thn fcet seems to me to be 
tacitly ackn -v " l _'ed by the maritime powers, na 
no attempt hm as yet been made to take possession 
of them, and they will, in all probability, be long 
left in the enjoyment of their neutrality, which 
king Kameharaeha III. is now endeavouring to 
establish through a formal recognition of his kmg- 
dom hy the United States, England, and France, 
by negotbidons that are now pending. Such re- 
cognition will render them less liable, if not alto- 
gether exempt from aggressions. These islands 
seem intended for peaceful occupations alone; their 
produetSf ntaationy and inhahitantsi, require and 



Digitized by Google ' 



310 H»wXn islander^^^^ SAN FRANCISCO TO MANILLA. Departure from Uonohila. 



wiab it. The power on which they must become 

dej>onclent liereafter, b that which is to be esta- 
blished iu Oregon and California; and, adapted as 
they are to sapply all the products of the tropics, 
they will beoome m vmloabto Appendage to those 
states; but I deem the idea entortatned by many, 
who Huppose they ever can become so powerful as 
to command those states, to be a mistake. So far 
as the consumption of a small amount of manufac- 
tures go, and the convenience of our whaling fleet, 
but no farther, tliey will bo beoeficial to Uie United 
States. In this relation, the character of the go- 
Temroent beoooMa a uiirco of aolkttade to m. It 
is the Interest of theUnUed Statea that they riioiild 
maintain the neutrality that they seek to establi.sh, 
aod should not be permitted to fall into the bands 
of any other power. 

I am rather difrposed to think, that, in the pro- ; 
greas of civilization in the South Seas, this group 
idU bo eonsidered of less importance than it now 
apmaia. and instead of ita beiDg looked to as a 
point of attnielion, or a pUee wherem to obtain 
infonnatiou and mipplies, it will be only visit : 1 hy 
whalers for recruiting. Their growth has alre«idy 
arrived at the greatest extent to which it can ever 
reach. A direct et mnnniir-rition with Oregon and 
California will do away witli the necessity of inter- 
course through the islands; they must, consequently, 
be lecft to Uieh* own reaouxces to maintain trade; 
and when Ckfifomia and Uie Oregon territory can 
aifurd the whalers equal advantages, which, when 
settled, they will do in a few years, the advantMes 
derived from this source will be withdrawn. Uu> 
fortunately for these islands, a fictitious importance 
has been ascribed to their geographical position, in 
the belief that much poUtieil ascendancy in the 
Pacific rnnat aeorae to the nation wliich may poesess 
them; this state of oninion has l>een brought about 
by the exertions of the American missfionaries, who 
have been the means of raising the natives so 
rapidly in the seale of dviliaation, and from whose 
success our countrymen have acquired much influ- 
ence. This ascendancy, however, has been partly 
the means of provoking a sectarian war, which has 
brought about much fenmble, and been tha eanae 
of great disbma both to thakiiiK and people. Thne 
troubles have probably been a some advantage to 
the people, and afforded ^e meaos of increasing 
their wealth, ard causing a denaad for their pro- 
ducts, which, though trifling as to amount, yet in 
such a small community hm been sensibly felt, and 
has enabled them to obtain many advuitages they 
could not have had otherwise. I liave some doubt 
whether the Hawaihm Ishnds can ever become an 
independent nation by the exertion of t!i ii o .n 
people, since they have unwisely invited foreigners 
to rende among them, and given them equal rights 
and privile;^" = v\ itli natives. Endeavours ai'e now 
making to uitruduce foreign labourers and capital, 
which, although proceeding from a disposition to 
advaoee and develop the resooreea of the islands, 
win have a tendency to injure the native laboniing 
[)':-Iiiil;itIiin. The introdiic'ii in nf fur.'i^n labour 
will necessarily bring with it foreign habits and 
eostom, which the natives are, even now, too prone 
to imitate and the examples that are set before 
them are generally, if uot always, of the worst 
description. 

The indocementa held oat to the long and chiefs 
to makm large granti of buid to foreigners, have 



been great ; but aodi grants can never ba esfsied 

into effect without endangering the very existence 
of the government and people. In all casc8 that 
came within my knowledge on the islandd, the ob- 
ject of the majori^ of foreign residents was solely 
to inereaae their own wealtn ; and on the aeenmn- 
lation of a sufflcient amount, they withdraw from 
tlie islands, taking their capital with them ; and 
til is will always be the case. So far, therefore, as 
their influence goes, instead of enriching the i«1and- [ 
ers, tlieir exertions have in Bomc degree had a 
contrary effect, and the result does not justify those 
engaged in marcantiio pursaits, in attziliuting tlie 
advancement of the inanda to themasives; on libe 
contrary, they leave very little but evil habits and 
vices behind them. Few foreigners have nuide 
any permanent improvements, aiM when tliey have, 
they pass into the hands of others, to the exclusion 
of the natives, who ai*e looked upon and treated an 
slaves. 

It is impossible for a disintersatsd person to re- 
side any time among these natives, witiioat imbibing 

a strong interc-^.t in Xhc pr(><:'r>'ss of their institutions, 
and tlw development of their government. In the i 
Hawaiians are seen numy things to condemn ; bat 
they bnvo, on the otlier hand, many good qualities, ' 
which theu' religious instructoi-s are endeavouring 
by every means in their power to foster and do* 
velop. Jn taking leave of them, I cannot raeall a 
single instance in whfeh they did not oondnct tisem- 
selves towards uh n'Ah :i full Li-l'i f that they were 
acting right; and I f««l rejoiced to say, that during 
all oarintereourse witli them, no incident occurred 

to Tnnr thp hnrmony which existed on our first 
arrival. X am, indeed, fully persuaded that with | 
proper attention and forbearance no difficulties will I 
ever oeeur. One things however, ought always to | 
be Ixwne in mind on Writing tiiia is&nd, viz. that 
too much credit must not I r given to those who 
will on your iirst arrival endeavour to impress on 
yon their own views of the character of the people, 
and of those who have been their benefactors, and 
are constant in their exertions to promote tlie 
welfare of those they live among. The natives and 
the latter class are iisr better able to judge what 
the idands require or stand in need of than any 
casual visiter, or Iw who mij be » iojoiniMr cutj 
for a few weeks. 

I shall always think with pleasure and aattsfr^ 
tion of the many friends we left in tlie Hawaiian 
Group; and I am fully eatisfiod, tliat, with few 
exceptUHMi and tliose growing out of a mistaken 
seal, our oountiy has just reason to bo fooud of 
the advance these islanders have made within the 
last twenty-five years in civilization, morals, and 
religion: an advance that has been almost wholly 
the wonc of our citizens^ either at home or abioad, 
the one in fumisliing the meani^ thaodnr in giving 
the instruction. 

The expedition had become so mndi idcnlified 
with the bistOKy of these islands during our stay, 
that we were made familiar with all the village 
scandal. Few who live in such small places are 
aware how unfavourable an impreauon they make j 
upon visiters, and the l>ad light in wMchi uey ap- j 
pear, hy this habit of tallnn!:::; of rnch other; what- 
ever may be the terms on which tliey associate to- 
gether, or however discardant the materials of 
wiiich the society is composed, they would do well 
to avoid diowing tlMir uncharitable feelings, or j 
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Tnnidng uae of defeiM<k» to «9NWto % bbs afHiut 

otiiers. 

On the afternoon of the 27 th November, we re* 
joined oar ▼owiila^ and at 8 p.ii.took our finalleave 
of tho Hawaiian Ttlandi. 

At midinght, signal was made to heave>t0} in 
order tliat I might laniah the instructions for the 
different vessels. Although it was out of my power 
to visit Japan, I had deteitnined if possible to as- 
certain the character of thecuiTcuts oil' that island. 
I therefore directed the Porpoise and Oregon to 
follow ou^ andeaEphm thoilioaUi and reefo extend- 
ing in ft weat-north-wert Erection from Ha- 
waiian Islands, and proceed until they fell in with 
the current or stream that ia supposed by some to 
set along the coasts of Japan, and resemble the 
Gulf Stream off our own coast This done, they 
were ordered to proce^ through the Chiim Seas, 
to Singapore, in uie Straits of Malacca. 

With the VinoBmus and tender it was my inten- 
tion to proceed to Strong's and Ascension islands, 
which the I'l acork had been uiihI I ' tu le.vch in her 
cruise, examining every shoal that might lie in my 
way, and Asnee to MmiiIUi. I proposed on leaving 
that port to explore and survey the Sooloo Archi- 
pelago, then proceeding to Singapore to meet the 
brigs, fill up with provisions, and thence sail for the 
Usited States, where it was incumbent on me to 
arriro by the 31st of May following. This, agree- 
ably to my promise tc^ my crew a year i rcM nis, 
left me jnst six months to perform the duty, of 
which St least eoe hnadred aiul forty days were re- 
quired for the actual passage. 

We parted company from the brigs the next day 
at noon, and bore away under all sail to the south- 
ward and westward. At 4 p.m., the Flying-Fish 
made the signal in want of assistance;" and on 
coming within hail, reported that her mainmast 
was sprung. Carpenters were at once sent on 
board, who repotted that the mast was qtiUe soand ; 
the vrF-^rls were reducf 1 to easy Bail for the night 
in order to keep in coniiiany, as I intended in the 
morning, when the sea should have dosMSSSd, to 
have a farther examination of it. 

I Irnd now the prospect of another obstacle, in 
the delays this vessel must occasion me widi a 
sprang masty if snoh should prove to be the case, 
whieh I eonld, however, aeareety bring myself to 
I r 'ir ve. In onier to secure an examination of the 
Sooloo Sea, which was a part of my original in- 
structions, I gave Mr. Knox orders to set by him- 
self, in case I should find it necessary to push at 
once to Manilla and avoid detention, directing him 
to touch at Strong's and Ascension Islands, and to 
part eompaoy if her spaxs were sound. This I was 
glad to find was the ease, and on the 80ch, we 
parted com I Kin y in the latitude of Maloon's Island, 
the Vincenucs steering a west course through tho 
night under easy sail. At daylight sail was again 
made, and Viv Tumn we fomid tlie ship, by good ob- 
servations, ill liilituJe 19'' 13' N., longitude IfiS" 
26' W. The 8npi)o8ed position of the island being 
in btitnde 18^ 2ff N., and Imigitude 166° 20' W., 
we had eonseqoenfly pasmd directly over the place, 
witli tlir weather so cl< nr to rendor all objects 
within a radius of fifteen miles perfectly distinct, 
and with two look-outs at the masthead, yet no signs 
of land ivoro visible. I continued in its latitude 
mitil we had passed seventy miles to the westward, 
when we slened for ftootber islaiid, laid down in 



Arrowsmith's charts in longitude lG(f 4B' W., and 
Utitude lap 17' N. On its parallel, we ran for 
sixty milea east and west of the assigned place; but 
in like manner, there was nothing perceived that 
indicated any proximity to land 

On tho 3rd of December, we ran over tlie locality 
of a shoal, lying in 170° 30' W., and latitnde IflP 
30r N. This was likswise seanhed for, over » 
space of sixty milsa east and west of ito sappcmd 
locality. 

Jane's Island, supposed to be In longitude 173° 
16' W., latitude 16^ 10' N., was next searched for. 
In doing this, I was greatly surprised to find that 
we had entered a strong curren t setting to the north- 
ward and westwsrd. Our differenee of latitude 
showed and we were at miee compelled to hanl 
up to the southward, to reach the sujjposed locality 
of the island. We passed abont five miles to the 
westward of its place, but no sign of land was seen. 
This was the first day since leaving Oahu, tliat w e 
were able to write with any degree of comfort, the 
8ca having become perfectly smooth. 

I was at first disjpoaed to doubt the aociuaqr of 
the observatfoQS lor latitude, bvt tiie next day 
(5th December) proved them to be Oonsot, DSarly 
the same difi'ereuce having occurred. 

On the 6th, we reached the position of Caspar 
Island, in latitude 16* N., and as the different 
localities assigned it varied considerably in longi- 
tude, I determined to mn OH its pscsllel ontif I 
had passed them all. 

On Ae 7di, we dropped a day, passing into east 
longitude. Our winds had become V'iihi. varying 
from the east to the sooth-west quarters, and it 
was generally cahn timMghont the nigh^ so Oat 
we made little progn^ss. 

On the 10th, the current was found setting west- 
south-west three-quarters of a mile, both by the 
difference of the observations, and the cajrreDt>k>g. 
The not, at this time, was seen at thirty-two fothoms 
depth, several fathoms lower than at any pr< vious 
observation. The temperature of the water was 
81°, the day fine, and beautifully clear. 

We continued on the parallel of latittido 15° N. 
until the 14th, when we found ourselves m the 
longitude of 174*^ <'j()' E., having passed over all the 
localities saaigned the isUnd, between Jongitnde 
171^ W. snd WE, I am fully satisfied that 
it does not exist within those meridians. 

Having been thus retarded, the fear 1 enter- 
tained of meeting with light, and in all probability, 
westerly winds, determined me to forego my visit 
to Strong's and Ascension Islands, and haul to the 
northwar l, to L ok f >r some of the many shoals 
laid down on tho track usually pursued by ships 
bound to the Chum Seaa 

Aftt>r this determination was made, I hauled up 
for an island said to exist in longitude 171" 42' £., 
and latitude 16" N. On the night of the 16th we 
hove- to, in order to run over the locality by day- 
light. This position was paseod over, and forty 
miles to (In v . ^t A ard of it ex[)Inred, but nothing 
indicating a proximitv to land was seen. The sup- 
posed sito of^ Gomwallis Island, in longitode 160^ 
33' £., and latitude 16* 01' hi Uke manner 

passed over. 

Wake'a Island next claimed my attention. On 
the 19th we reached its parallel and hove-to till 
daylight of the 20th, whw we msoovered it, bear- 
ing weatphy-north, ftbovt nine milet distant. The 
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wind was light from ilm iiin iii-nurth-eaiit. After 
breftkfsi.st, Heveral boats ^vere sent to survey the 
island. Wake's Island ia a low coral one, of tri- 
auyular form, and tif,hi feet above the surface. It 
has a largo lagoon in the centre, whicli was well 
fiUed witli fish of a variety of species : among theao 
wen aome fine nroHet 1%ec« u no wedi water on 
the island, and neither pandanus nor cocoa-nut 
trees. It has upon it the shrubs which are usually 
found on the low islands of the Pacific, the must 
abundant (f which was the tonruefortia. Mr. 
Peale found here the short-taiicd albatross, and 
procured an egs from its nest. The birds wore 
quite taine^ althoogh they were not «o nume- 
rous u we had before met wfth on nmnhalnted 
islands. 

The time of low water took place at one o'clock, 
Mid the moon entorad its last quarter on the same 

day: the tide was setting along the pI. nrp of tlie 
island with much strength to the westward; Uiu 
rise and fall was three feet. From appearances, 
I the island must be at times Bubmerged, or the sea 
I makes a complete breach over !t; the appearance 
of tile coral blocks and of all tho vegetation leads to 
this couolusiou, for they liave a very decided in* 
eiination to the eastward, ahowing also HaA As 
violent winds or rush of the water, when the idud 
! is covered, are from the westward. The reef 
I around this island is very small in extent, 
j The position of Wake's Island was found by my 
I observations of equal altitudes on shore to be in 

j longitude 166* 31' 80" and bUtode 19* 10' 

! 84" N. 

By four o'eloek, p.*., all the hosts had retomed 

on lni;tnl, V, lit n filled away and proceeded on 
our course tu the westward. Although tht^ coral 
blands resemble one another very strongly, yet 
th'^y affnrrlfd \:% some recreation for a few hours, 
and much satisfaetioo iu obtaining scries of obser- 
vations in magnetism. Our visit to Wake's laUud 
^ve us an opportunity of adding to onr eoUsetions 
m natural history. 

In the evening we steered to pass over the posi- 
tion of Haliiyon Island,— longitude 163" 30' £., 
htitnde 19* 18' N. ; and tm Uie 27th, we passed 
immediately over its locality, and had run on its 
supposed parallel fifty miles on each side of It, but 
nothing was seen of it. We now felt the current 
to the south-eaat twelve miles in the tw&tlf-iom 
hoars. 

Folger's Island next claimed my attention: it is 
said to lie in longitude 166" Id' £^ latitude 18° 
21' N. This pontkm wns pused over, but the 
inquiry rsmltad ■■ the othsn had, fn » finntlsss 

search. 

I now bore away for Grigan, the northernmost 
of the inhabited Ladrone or Marian Islands, which 
we made on the 29th December, at 7 a.m., bearing 
south-south-west. As we approached these islands, 
we had experienced a strong current tu the north' 
ward and westward; and the wind had also veered 
to the southward and westward. 

At midnight, we discovered the island of As- 
mniption, bearing rtTrrth tMIPf hj omt. 

The bland of Grigan appears to be about eight 
miles in width, seen from tho north, and has the 
form of a dome. Its height, by a very unsatisfac- 
tory observation, was two thousand three hundred 
fcel. It was nqr mtention to atop and make it a 
magnate atatkn; httft tile weather a|feared ao 



thick as tu threateu delay; and this I cuuid jii 
afford, so I gave up the idea. 

There is said to be no oilier se tU emamt than one 
small vilhige, on tlie south-west side of Grigan, 
wberc a few individuals (U, ell, and I understood 
that they were headed by an American; ita sbwes 
are almost perpeodicolar, and it has no eond veeCi ! 
ti) form harbours; so that in tiii-; rr^pi-ct ?t in not ' 
so much favoured as the southei-n isles of the same 
group. The passage between CM^an and Assump- 
tion is free from dangers, and I am well satisfied 
that ivo shoal exists where Freyciuet has laid down 
the Mangs, for we passed directly over the locality, 
and saw nothing of the kind. The M»n^ were 
seen in tiiehr tme positiini, to die notthwaid ef ; 
Assumption. 

Tho wind was light and variable. On tlie Ist of 
January, 1842, it changed to tlie south-west; with 
this change of w ind we experienced a fall both of 
the tUerwometer and barometer, and excessive • 
dampness; we had some lightning, and aft mid* | 
night a violent squall with rain burst upon n^ I 
attended by a shift of wiud to the northward ana i 
westward, which after Aiir l;^ liaul> J to the north- 
ward and eastward. A slight current was felt set- 
ting to the eastward. | 

We now steered for the most castrm position j 
assigned to Cupper's Island, and on tim -Ith, ran - 
over the position in longitude 131° 54' and j 
latitude 20° U' N. The Abajos Shoal of Arrow- ' 
smith liiiS no existence; its posiUun was passed r 
over in broad daylight ' 

On the 6(hy we lelt a cnxvent to the west of . 
fifteen miles. The variatSans of the compass were | 
now to the westward; much phosphorescence in 
the water; its temperature was 76*^. The slight 
current continued mitil the 8th, when we made the 
islands of Sabtang and Batan on the starboard 
side, and the Ricumoud Kocks on the larboard, 
steering a westerly course through the Balingtang 
Straits. The weather being remarkably fine, we 
had excellent ohsemitions on transit bearing. Tlie 
longitude of the west pouit of Sabtang is 121" 50' 
30'^ Kg the latitude is in 20° 18' M., instead of 
20* II' N. In die strait we had strong ripples^ 
and occasionnDy felt the inHueiue of the eunCD^ 
as we passed through them. 

We nad now left the Pacific Ocean, and I oould 
not but rejoice that we had all the xeanlta of our 
cruise up to this time quite safe. 

Sabtang and Datan arc of broken surface, shoot- 
ing up into many remarkable peaks, to the ekva- 
tion of a thousand feet. These are botfi inhahited, 
and afford one or two anchorages. 

Xu the route from Oahu, we had experieut^ a 
aet to the westward of four hundred miles by cur- 
rent; the greater part of this was felt before rsssh* 
uig the meridian of tlie Ladroue Islands. 

I now stood to the southward along the island of 
Luzon, to pass just elear of CSspe Bolinau. On 
the 9th, we oontimied to have my stoong winds. 
A very Iieavy sea arose, withoat ^^tarent cause; 
the progressing motion of the waves m nassiog the 
ship waa twenty-two nuks per hanr} meir width, 
as near n.'? it could lie 
and forty yards. 

At sunset of the 10th, we 
and numerous lights were aeoi on shore.' The 
hreese fiiUed us tatet midnight, and iu the room 
ing we liBiind tiiat we had dtnltad some tfaw^^miki 
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to tlie leeward of Cape Miravnles, having Cape 
Capones doe north, the enrvent having m( to tlie 
•omhwurd. Ab the hreeae was adviene to our 

entrance intn tho 1 ay, we continuod beating until 
the afternoon, when the aea-breeae gavo us the 
hope of vaaeliiiig flw anebcnniige; but it was so 
feeMp, that we made no way, and the nigbtwas 
again passed under sail. 

The next day, the r2th,was also passed in work- 
ing np for the city of ManilU. For this delay I 
hmi eomethuig to console me in the arrival of the 
Flying- Fish, which vessel was disc v r. 1 at [','■' .''.Qni 
P.M. beating in. Signal was made for her to join 
company. • 

On arrivhig at the island of Corrrrrirlnr, v. ore 
boarded by a government galley, pulling sixteen 
oon^-and having a large bnaa twelve-pound piece 
mounted on the bow. These vessels, I underHtood, 
are intended principally to pursue the pirates of 
Sooloo, who not unfrofjuently make excursions 
amou|( the iaIandiL attacking the villagw, and 
carrying off the InnahHants as siaireo. Tttey are 
manned by tho natives rf this ipbn!, who :irc 
represented as active and expert eailui's, although 
they are, geneirall]r» of small size. 

Aftrr dark, we anchored about eight mi^f^ frnm 
the city, in the middle of the broad and beautiful 
expanse of its bay, which is nearly circular, with 
an almost uniform depth of water. I learned, 
whilst at ManilU, diat since the settlement of 
Europeans, the bay has filled up in places very 
considerably, from the wash of the hilla. The 
laada in me vicinity are high and imnmtaiiiOM, 
and are clothed with thr v(vj;i tntl n of the tropics. 
After dark, the many lights that were seen in the 
dinelioii oiF the city gave the bay an animated 
appearance, and bespoke OUT being near a large 
and active population. 

Mr. Knox reported to me that after his separa- 
tion, osk the aoth of November, he stood for the 
position of GonmaUii lahmd, aa laid down by 
Arrowsmitli in kngilnda 169" 31' W., latitude 16' 
W N., widumt ■aeing any indication of land. 
Twenty-two miles to tiie south -by-east of this posi- 
tion, he discovered a reef, which svirrounded an 
extensive lagoon, extending north-east and south- 
west ten miles, and in the opposite direction five 
miles. On the norUi-wcst ride of this reef there 
are two low islets t Ae one to the westward was 
covered with boshes, but no trees ; the other was 
no more than a sand-bank. This reef lies deep. 
Tho longitude of the weslanuncok Islet was found 
to be 169** 45' 36" W., and latitude 16° 48' N. He 
then bore away fur San Pedro of Arrowsmith, in 
longitude 179' W., and latitude 11° 17' N., and on 
the 7th of December sailed over it and on its 
parallel forty miles both east and west^ but saw no 
indications of land whatever. 

The Mulgrave Islands were steered for, and two 
■nail islands made «m the lOlh, in the position of 
longitude 172' 2' 33" E., and latitude 5^ 5!)' 15" 
N«, which oorreBpouds with the chart of Arrow- 
mritili. Tbsj vre low iskli, mtending two milsa 
froni»vtlitoioiitii,and oM and • hau firom caH 



to west. Thoy are connected by a reef, which 
aunonnds a lagooo. NatiTsa were seen npon 
Aem, but no conmnmieation was had with tliem. 

Bapham's, a lagoon island, was made on the 
17th : it was found to be correctly located ; it is 
also inhabited. 

Hunter's Island was made the same evening, 
and waa examined the next day : it is one and 
three-quarters of a mile long, north and south, and 
two-thirds of a mile east and west ; it Is elevated 
in the centre, and haa no lagoon ; its {weitioD was 
ascertained to be in longitude 160" ft' 48" EL, and 
latitude 42' N. 
Baring's Island was next passed in IdDP 96^ 



E., latitude r>° :14' 42" N. The current experienced 
off these iiiilanda waa from fifteen to twenty-five 
miles easterly. 

It having been strongly enjoined upon Mr. Knox 
not to be behind the time designated for his arrival 
at Manilla, he found, on his reaching the equator, 
that but twenty-two days of hia time remained : 
having already experienced light winds and calms, 
hv that it would be impossible to range through 
the Caroline Group and visit Ascension and Strong's 
Islands : he therefore determined to haul again to 
thr nnrfinvard, and (aasod sovcnl of tbo gnmpB in 

a higher latitude. 

On the 26th, he passed over the situation as- 
cribed to Faroilip Island, in ktitade 10" 46' N« 
longitude 146° 27' E., withont any indieaticna of 
land. He then Hought Feis Island, whoso poritlMI 
was crossed on the 27tb, but saw no land. 

Tho eaatem extremity of M*Kenzie's Gronp was 
made on the 2nth, in latitude 10* f f>y N., longi- 
tude 139" 64' bO, " £. To the northward and west- 
widrd of it, a supposed dioal waa passed over, but 
none was fmnd. 

M'Kenzic'a Group is of greater extent than is 
represented on the maps. It is composed of a 
gnat many islets, with passages between them, 
some of them into the lagoon, through one of wbldi 
tlie schooner entered, with not less than seven 
fathoms water on the bar. This group is thickly 
inhabited, and aomo of the natives boarded the 
schooner. They resembled the Caroline Manders, 
but had their teeth much discoloured, ap}>arently 
from tbo nie of tlw betel*nut. Fi-om them some 
fish and cocoa-nuts were procured. They were 
seen to be in posooesion of bran ntanrib, aid ap- 
])eared to bavo bflloto had conmnnioalioa witti 
vessels. 

Mr. KnoK now ste er ed for tlw Straits of Bema- 

dino, and made Tripp Espiritu Santo, on the night 
of the 4th of January. Owing to the want of 
observations for two days before he was in danger 
of being shipwrecked. On the 11th, he had passed 
through the straits, and anchored under Cape St. 
Jago, whence he got under way, and readied 
Mwiilla, as before stated* 

I now felt myself secure agamst Artfieir deten- 
tion, and hoped to expedite my duties, so as to 
reach Singapore in the time designated in my 
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At daylight on the I3th of Januarj', we were 
again under wav, with a light air, aad at nine 
o'clock reached the rwidBtead, where we anchored 
in six fathoms mstiBtf with good holding- g^roond. 

A iiiunliLr i F \ esiielB were lying in the roads, 
among which were several Americans loading 
with hemp. There was also a Urge English East 
Indiaman, manned by Lascars, wh^pe noise ren- 
dered her more like a tlimtiag Bedlam than any 
thing else to wiilch I can liken it. 

The Tiew of the eitjf and country around Ma- 
nilla partakes both of a Spanish and an Oriental 
character. The sombre and heavy-looking cliurchcs, 
with their awkward towers; the hu^ lines of bat- 
teries nKnmted wfdi htrnvj eaamoii; Hm nuMriTe 
houses, with ranges of balconies; and the light and 
airy cottage, elevated on posts, situated in the 
luxuriant groves of tropical trees, — all excite a 
desire to beaama better Bcmnainlied with the 
country. 

Mjiiillii is situated on an extensive plain, gradu- 
ally swelling into distant hills, beyond which, 
again, montttBiiiB rise in the haekground, to the 
height of several thousand feet. The latter are 
apparently clothed with vegetation to tlieir sum- 
mits. IAa dty is in strong contrast t ) this luxu- 
riant scenery, hearing evident marks of decay, 
particularly in the churches, whose steeples and 
tile roofs have a dilapidated look. The site of the 
ci^ does not appear to have been well chosen, 
it naring apparently been seleeted entirely for the 
convenience of commerce, and the comraunicatiuu 
that tlie outlet of the lake affords for the batteaux 
that transport tlie produce fnmi th» ahotcs of Ae 
Laguna de Bay to the city. 

There are many arms or branches to this stream, 
which have been converted into canals; and almost 
any part of ManUla may now be reached in a 



In the afternoon, in company with CSaptain ITad- 
Bon, I paid my first visit to Manilla. The anchor- 
age considered safest for large ships is nearly three 
miles from the shore, but smaller vessels may lie 
much nearer, and even enter the canal; a facility 
of which a number of these take advantage, to 
accomplish any repairs they majf have occasion to 

The canal, however, is generally filled with 
coasting veaselsy battMux uom the lake, and 



lighters for the discharge of the vessels lying iu 
tito roads. The bay of Mai^lU ia safe, excepting 
daring the change of the moiiBDaiw, when it is sub- 
ject to the tyimoons of the Chin* Seas, within 
whose raii^e it lit s. These blow at times with 
much force, and cause great damage. Foreign 
reMeb Iwv^ howvrer, kept tUa aadiange, and 
rode ont thf-se storms in safety; but native as well 
as Spanish vessels seek at these times the port of 
Cavite, about three leagues to the south-west, at 
the entrance of the bay, which is perfectly secure. 
Here tlie government dockyard is situated, and thia 
harbour is conscqiu ntly the resort of the fHT gon- 
boata and galleys that are stationed here.. 

Hie aafxaaea to Hie canal op riw VtaSg Is three 
hundred feet wide, and is enclosed between two 
well-constructed piers, which ext^ad for some dis- 
tance into the bay. On tiie end of ona of these 
is the lighthouse, and on the other a guard-house. 
The walls of these piers are about four feet above 
ordinary high water, and include the natural cli^ii 
nel of the river, whose currenta sets out with 
some fioiroe, partieidBvly when the abb is naking in 
the bay. 

The suburbs, or Binondo quarter, contain more 
inhabitants than the city itself, and u tira aom- 
mercial town. They have all the stir and life 
incident to a large population actively engaged in 
trade, and in thia wpaat the ooutnal iriw ib» 
city proper is great* 

Tlie dty of ManiUa ia built in Aa fern af a 
large segment of a circle, having the chord of the 
segment on the river : the whole is strongly forti- 
fied with walls and ditches. The houses are sub- 
stantially built after the fashion of the mother 
country. Within the walls are the governor's 
palace, custom-house, treasury, admiralty, several 
churches, convents, and charitable institutions, a 
nniTersity, and the muraeln for tba troops ; it also 
contains some public squares, on ana of whiali ia a 
bronze statue of Charles IV. 

The city is properly deemed the Oourt resi- 
dence of these islands ; and all those attached 
to tlie government, or who wish to be considered 
as of the higher circle, I'eside here; but foreigners 
are nut permitted to do sa The houses in the 
city are generally of stone, plastered, toA wUta 
or yellow washed on the outside. They are only 
two stories high, and in consequence cover a 
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large BftM, bdng balU wroinid » patio «« eooii- 

yard. 

The gronnd-floon sre ooeopled as «laralioaM«, 

stables, and for porters* Iodides. Thr- second story 
is devoted to the dining-halis aud slecpiug apart- 
ments, kitchens, bath-rooms, &.C. The bed-rooms 
hara the windows down to the floor, opening on 
wide baloooles, with Minds or shatters, llieee 
blinds are constructed with sliding frames, having 
small squares of two inches filled in with a thin 
semi-transparent shell, a species of placmta ; the 
fronts of some of the houses have a lar^^r mimber 
of these small lights, where the females of the family 
nay anjogr themselves unpermfvd. 

Altar entecing the canal, we vei^ soon found 
onnelTea amoUf a motley and strange population. 
On landing, the attention is drawn to the vast 
number of small stalls and shops with which tiie 
atteels are Uned on eadb side, and to the crowds tS 
people passing to and firo, all intent npnn thrir 
several occupations. The artisans in Manilla are 
almost whoU/ Chinese ; and all trades are local, so 
that in eaeh quarter of the Binondo suburb the 
privilege of exclusive occupancy is claimed by 
some particular kinds of shops. In jn^sing up the 
JSsoolta (which is the longest and main street in 
tiita district), the edifaiet^nakan, seen boaily at 
work in their shops, are first met with ; next to 
these come the tinkers and blacksmiths ; then the 
shoemakers, clothiers, fishmongers, haheti^Hhen, 
&C. These are flanked by outdoor occupations ; 
and in each quarter are numerous cooks, frying 
cak stewing, &c., in moveable kitchens ; while 
here and there are to be seen betei-nut sellers, 
eSdier numng about to olrtidn customers, or taking 
a stand in some great thoroughfiare. The m ivlti.; 
through oompoeed of carriers, waiters, meef^engers, 
fte., pMS quietly and without any noise : they are 
generally seen with the Chinese umbrella, painted 
of many colours, screening themselves from the 
sun. The whole population wear d^ppsMiaiid move 
alttse with a slip-shod g^L 

The Chineee are apparently fur more nume- 
rous than the Malays, and the two races diflhr as 
much in character as in appearance : one is all 
activity, while the other is disposed to avoid all 
exertion. They pre8er\'e their distinctive character 
throughout, mixing but very little with each other, 
and are removed as far as possible in their civilities; 
the former^ from their industry and perseverence, 
have ahnost monopolized aQ the lueraiiTe employ- 
ments am lit' the lower orders, exof pflriLr the sell- j 
ing of hsh and betel-nut, and articles manufactured 
in the provlnoea. 

On shore, we were kindly received by Mr. 
Moore, who at once made us feel at home. The 
change of feeling that takes place in a transfer 
from sbipbosrd in a hot climate, after a long eruise, 
to spadous sad airy apartments, snrrounded by 
every luxury flint ] ;:ui attentions can ran be 

scarcely imagined by those who have not expe- 
rienced it. 

As we needed some repairs and suppli^n, to at- 
tend to these was my iirat occupation. Aiuung the 
former, we required a heavy piece of blacksmith- 
work, to prepare which^ we voire obliged to send 
our armoarers on shore. The only Aing they could 
procure was a place for a forge ; but : al, and 
every thing else, we had to supply from the ship. 
I mentifla these tlniiga to duw that those ia want 



of repairs must not calculate upon their being done 
at Manilla with despatch, if they can be acoom- 
pUabedataD. 

The city govern^nrnf nf Manilla was established 
on the 24th of June, 1571, and the title under 
wbidi it is design it i s, « The celebrated and for 
ever royal city of Manilla," In 1695, the charter 
was confirmed by royal authority ; and all the 
prerogatives possessed by other cities in the king- 
dom were conferred upon it in 1638. The mem- 
ben of the mtj council, by autlioiMy of the kiDg, 
were constituted a council of advisement with the 
governor and (mpt&in-general. The city magistrates 
were also placed in rank next tlie judges ; and in 
1686 the jurisdiction of the city was extended over 
a radius of five leagues. In 1818, the number of 
tlir council were increased and ordered to assume 
the title of excellency." Manilla has been one 
ef the most eottlaiitly loyal dtiea of the Spanish 
kingdom, and is, in consequence, considered to 
merit these additional royal favours to its inha- 
bitants. 

In 1834, the Royal Tribunal of Commerce was 
instituted, to supersede the old consulate, which 
had been established since 1772. The Royal Tri- 
bunal of Comment acts under the new commercial 
code, and poasssses the same privileges of arbttn^ 
tion as the old consulate. It consists of a prior, 
two consuls, and four deputies, elected by the pro- 
fession. The three first exercise consular jusis- 
diction, the other four superintend the encourage- 
ment of commerce. The "Junta de Comercio" 
(chamber of commerce) was formed in 1835. This 
junta consists of the !uibunal of Commerce, with 
four merehaats, who are aeleeted by the govem- 
mcrt, tT\'o of vliom are removed aunuallv. The 
prior of the Tribunal presides at the Junta, whose i 
meetings are requiced to be held twice a month, or | 
oftener if necessary, and upon days in which the | 
Tribunal is not in session. The two courts being 
under the same influences, and having the same 
officers, little benefit is to be derived from their 
double action, and neat eomptainto are made uf 
the manner in imsh bnsinosa ia eondueted in 
them. 

Of all her foreign possessions, the Philippines 

have cost Spain the least blood and labour. The 
honour of their discovery belongs to Magclhaens, 
whose name is associated with the straits at the 
southern extremity of the American continent, 
but whidi has no memorial in these islands. Now 
that the glory which he gained by being the first 
to penetrate from tlte Atlantic to the Pacific, has 
been in some measure obliterated by the disuse of 
those straits by navigators, it would seem due to 
his memory that some spot among these islands 
should be set a[)art to commemorate the name of 
him who made them known to Europe. This 
would be but ooromoa justice to tiie diseoTei«r of 
a region which has been a source of so much 
hononr and profit to the Spanish nation, who 
opened the vast expanse of the Pacific to tile fleets 
of Europe, and who died fighting to secure the 
benefits of his enterprise to his king ai»d country. 

Magclhaens was killed at the island of Matan, 
on the 26th of April, 1521; and |>uarte, the second 
in oommand, who suooeeded hhn, imprudently 
accepting an invitation from the rlurf of J^'cbri to 
a feast, was, with twenty companions, massacred. 
Of nil the Spaniards pnaent» only one caoapei. 
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After these and VBrimifl otlicp misfortunes, only 
one Teasel of the srinaciron, the Victoria, returned 
lo Spain. Don Juan Sebastian del Cano, her oom- 
mander, was oomplimented by hia sovereign by a 
grant for hb arms of a globe, with the proud 
inscription, < < [uiu numllTa of hit baiiig tha flnt 
circomnavigator, 

"frimcs me ciRctrmcsDiT.*' 

Two years afterwartUi, a secuud expedition wns 
fitted out, under the command uf Loaisa, who died 
After they had paaaed through tlw Straits of Magel* 
haens, when they had been a year on their voyage. 
The command HiLti fell upon Sebastian, who died 
in four days after iiis predecessor. Salarar boo- 
ceeded to tiie comniand, and readiad Ihe Ladrona 
Islands, but shortly after leaving there bo died 
also. They came in sight of Miadaaaoy but con- 
trary winds obliged them to go to Iha Uolaeeafl. 
When arrivad at the Portugneae sattlaments, 
tmtiona and jealonnes arose, and ftnally all the 
expedition was dispersed, and tlie fate of all hut 
one of the v^eels h^ become doubtfuL None but 
the small tender returned, which, alter eneoimier> 
ing preat diflRcultica, reached New Spain. 

The third expedition was fitted out by Cort«s, 
then viceroy of Mexieo^and the comnmnd of it 
given to Snrvedra. Thia tailed from the port of 
Silguattaojo, on the 31st of October, 1528, and 
stopped at the Ladrone Islands, of which it t nk 
possession for the crown of Spain. It afterwards 
went to Mindanao, and then panned ita VQijrage to 
Timor, where part of the expedition of Loaisa was 
found remaining. From Timor they made two 
attempts to return to New Spain, both of which 
failed. The climate soon brought on disease, which 
carried off a great number, and among them Sar- 
vedra. Thus the whole . xvr riHiun waa broken up, 
and the survivora found tiicir wa^ to the Portu- 
guese aettJemento 

The fourth pxpedition was sent from Nm- Spain, 
when under the government of Don Antonio de 
Mendoza, for the purpose of eatabltshing n trade 
with the new ulanda» and it received ovdera not to 
▼nit the If ohieeaa. Thia expedition sailed in 1642, 
under the command of Villalubos. It reached the 
Philippine Islands without accident, and Villalobos 
gave them that name after Philip II., then prince 
of Astiiria-s. Nrit'.vit1t«!tanding his positive instruc- 
tions to the contrary, he was obliged to visit the 
Moluccas, and met the same treatment from the 
Portuguese that bad been givesi to all whom tliey 
believed had any intention to interfere in their 
spice trade. The squadron touched at Amboina, 
where Villalobos died, an event whidi caused the 
breaking up of the expeditiein; and die tew 
Spaniards tliat remained embarked in ttlO PortU> 
guese vessek to return home. 

The fifth and last expedition was or d ered by 
Philip II. to be sent fironi Mexico^ when nnder 
the government of Don Low de Velaaoo, for the 
filial conquest and settlement of the Pluli) j ines. 
With this expedition was sent Andres Urdaueta, a 
Criar, whose reputation stood very high as a oos- 
mographer : he had belonged to tho ill-fated expe- 
dition uf Loaisa. This was the largest that had 
yet been fitted out for this purpose, numberiqgflTO 
▼easels and about four hundred men. The eom- 
mand of it ma intanistad to Segaspi, under whom 
itmiiadlkmnlhepovftof Natividad, en tlie Slat of 



November, 1664, and upon whom was conferred 
the title of governor and adelantado of tho con- , 
quered lands, with the fullest powers. On the 
13th of February, 1566, he anrived at the jaland 
of Tandaya, one of the PtuiippDiee : from tbenee 
he went to Leyte ; there he obtained the son of a : 
powerful chief as a guide, through whom he . 
estobHahed peace with sereral of the native mlen^ • 
who thereafter aided the expedition with alt the ' 
naeatis in their power. At Bohol tlKy Luilt the ! 
first chureli. There be met and made peace with ! 
a chief of Lni0tt| with whom he went to that '. 
island. 

He now (April, 1665) took posscssioTi of all the 
island in the name of the crown of Spain, and : 
became their first governor. In this conquest, ' 
motives diffei*ent from thrso which govE-mrd them 
on the American continent, aeemed to have in- 
fluenced the Spaniards. Instead of carrying on a 
cruel war against the nativea^ the; here ptirBued ; 
the policy of encouraging and fbatning their in- , 
dustry. Whether they felt that this policy was '• 
necwsaiy for the success of their undertaking, or ] 
were inflneneed by the religious &thers wlio wete ; 
with them, is uncertsin ; but their mca-stures seem 
to have been dictated by a desire to promote peace | 
and geeme the wellkre of the inhabitants. Th«a i 
may be another oanse for this oouae of action, I 
namely, the absence of the precions metals, which ' 
In I I out no inducement to those thireting f: r inor- ' 
diuatc gain. This ma^ have had its weight in ! 
exempting the expedition in its outfit from the i 
presence of tht si- avaricious spirits which had ac- ' 
compaiiied other Spanish expeditions^ and been the \ 
means of marking their progress with excessive ; 
t^-ranny, bloodshed, and violence. It is evident to | 
one who visits the Philippines that some otiher ' 
power besides the sword has b« . n at work in 
them ; the natives are amalgamated with the i 
Spaniards, and all seem dtspi>Md to onltivnto the | 
land and foster civilization. None of the feeling ' 
that grows out of conquest is to be observed in 
these Idanda ; the two raeea are identified now in 
habits, manners and religioD,and their interests j 
are so closely allied that tney fed thmr mutual de> ' 
pendcnce upon eacli ( till r. j 

The establishment of the new oonstitotion in j 
Spain in the year 18Sft, has had nwonderAiI eflbel f 
upon these colonies, whose resom'cee hnve within ' 
tlie last ten years been developed, and inn)rovo- I 
ments pushed forward with a mpid step. Greater 
knowledge and more liberal viewa in the rulers are 
alone wanting to cause a still more rapid advance 
in the career of prosperity. 

As our visit was to Luzon, we natoralty obtained 
more pers(»ial information respecting it than the 
other islands. We learned tliat tiie northern 
peninsula* was composed of granite and recent 
volcanic rocks, together widi aeoondary and tertiary 
depueits, while ue aottthern peninanU is almost 
wholly ▼oleanic The nmrthem cwrtaina many 
valuable misca of gold, Icadf coppari and iron, be- 
sides coaL 

So Ikr aa our luformatbn and observalionaivan^ 

the whole of the Philippine Islands ar«' of similar 
geological formation, in some of the islauds the 
▼oleanic mdc pnvaili^ while in otheca eoaiand dm 

* It it called to In consequence of the Uiand being nearly 
dIfMed IntlM psnnd of |«>lt., bj two toys. 
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metalliforoos dopoaita |W«dominatei On some of 
them the coal-beds form part of theellffii along the 
shore ; on otliers, copjicr is found in a cliloi itc and 
talcose slate. The latter is more particularly the 
caw with Lnioa, and the same fonnatkn extends 
to Mindoro. Much iron occurs on the mountuns. 
Thus, among the Tag&k nativt^, who are yet un- 
flabdued by the Spaniards, and who inhabit these 
mountains, it is found by them of ao pure % qnali^ 
that it is manufactured into swords and desTem 
These nn?, occasionftlly, oLUuncd by thi .'^l iiQiards ^ 
in their excursioos into the interior against these | 

Thfi country nronn 1 Maiiill.i H composed of ' 
tufa uf a light gray culuur, which being soft and 
easily worked, is employed as tlie common building 
material in the city. U eontain^ aometimesy 
scoria and pumice, in pieees of various daes, be- 
sides, occasionally, impressions of plants, with pe- 
trified woods. These »re confined to recent species, 
Mid include palms, Ac 

Thi;^ tufa fomia one of the remarkable features 
of the volcunuoi of Uie PliiUppiuc Inlands, showing 
a strong contrast between them and those of the 
Pacific isles, wliieh bare ejected little elaa than 
lava and scoria. 

Few portions if ihr u;! Id seem to bo 8o much 
the seat of internal fires, or to exhibit the efiects 
of voleanie aetion ao strongly as the Philippines. 
Durinf? our visit, it was not known that any of the 
volcaiiucs were in action; but many of them were 
smoking, particularly that in the district of Albay, 
called Isaroc Its latest eruption was in the year 
1839; but this did HMie dMnage comparsd with 
that of 1814, which covered several villages, and 
the eonntry for a great distanoe around, with 
ashes. Tbu moontani is ritoated to the south- 
east of Manilla one hundred and fifty miles, and is , 
j mid to be a perfect coue, with a crater at its ^ 
apex. 

It does not appear that the islands ace much 
affected by earthquakes, although some have oeca- 
sionally occurred that have dnia damage to the 
churehes at Manilla. 

The coal which we have spoken of is ifoemed of 
value; it has a e^tmng resemblance to the bitumi- 
nous coal of our own country, posseBses a bright 
lustre, and appears very free from all woody tex- 
ture wlien fractured. It is found associated with 
j sjindstoue, which cnntaius many fossils. Lead and 
copper are reported as being very abundant; j;yp- 
sum and limestone occur in some districts. From 
this, it will be seen that these ishnda have every 
tliiii : 'ill rli r lneMl way to constitute ihem desir- 
able poBsesnons. 

With such mineral resources, and a soil capable 
of producint; the most varied vegetation of the 
tropics, a liberal policy is all that the country lacks. 
The products of the Philippine Islantls consist of 
suf^ar, coffee, hemp, indigo, rice, tortoise-shell, 
hides, ebony, saiTroa'WOod, sulphur, cotton, cord- 
age, silk, pepper, cocoa, wax, and many other 
articles. In their agricultural operations the peo- 
ple are industrious, although much labour is lost 
by the use of defective implements. The plough, 
of very uimple construction, has been adopted from 
the Chinese; it ha-s no coulter, the share is flat, 
and being turned partly to one aide, answers, in a 
ceriMn degree, the purpose of a mould-board. 
TUa rode impleinent ia auffident for tiie xidi 



soils, where the tillage depends chiefly upon the 
harrow, in constructing which a thorny species of 
bamboo is used. The harrow ia formed of five or 
six pieces of this material, on which the thorns 
are left, firmly fastened together. Itauwenits 
purpose well, and is seldom out of order. A 
wrought-iron harrow, that was introduced by the 
Jesuits, its used linr clearing the ground more 
effectually, and more uarticularly lor the pmrpose 
of exturpating a troublesome grass, that is known 
^ by the name of cogon (a species of andropogon), 
I of which it is very difficult to rid the fields. The 
I bolo or Icng-knife, a basket, and hoe, complete the 
' H<^t of implementi^ and anawer aU dM pnrpooeaof j 

our spades, Ac. I 
The buffalo was used until within a few years i 
exclusively in tb«r agricultural operations, and 
they have lately taken to the use of the ox; but 
horses firr m-ver used. The liufFal'!, from the 
slowness of his motions, and his exceeding rest- 
lessness under the heat of tiie climate, is fll Mspted 
to r!f:riri;ltural labour; but the natives are very 
partial lo them, notwithstanding they occasion 
them much labour and trouble m bathing them 
during the great heat. Thia is abaolutely neeca- 
aary, or the animal beeomes so fretful ss to be 
unfit for use. If it were not for this, the buffalo 
would, notwithstanding his slow pace, be most 
eflfective in agricultural operations; be requires 
little food, and that of the coarsest kind; his 
strength surpasses that of the stoutest ox, and he 
is admirably adapted for the rice or paddy fields. 
Th^ are venr dodie when used by the natives, 
and even diildren can manage them; but it is said 
they have a great niuipathy to the whites, and all 
strangers. The usual mode of guiding tliem is by 
a enuul enrd attadied to tiie cartilage of the nose. 
. Tiie yoke rests on the neck before the shoulders, 
^ and is of simple construction. To this is attached 
whatever it may be necessary to draw, either by 
traces, shafts, or other fastenings. Frequently 
this animal may be seen with large bundles of 
bamboo la.shed to them on each side. Bufialoes 
are to be met with on the lake with no mure than 
ihebr maea and dyes out the water, and axe not 
visible until they are approached within a few feet, 
when they cau&e alarm to tlie passengers by raid- 
ing their large forma close to the boat. It is said 
that they resort to the lake to feed on a favourite 
grass that grows on its bottom in shallow water, 
and which they dive for. Their flesh is not eaten, 
except that of the young ones, for it is tough and 
tastdeSB. The miUt is nutritions, and of a dm- 
racter between that of the goat and cow. 

Rice is, perhaps, of their agricultural products, 
the article upon which the inhabitants of the 
Philippine Islands most dopend for food and profit; 
of this they have several different varieties, which 
the natives distin^KiHli 1 > I'^rir size and the t-hape 
of the grain: the birnambang, lamuyo, malagequiL 
bcntotHHibayo, dnmali, qutnanda, beklmtt, and 
tangi. The three first are aquatic; the five latter 
upland varieties. They each have their peculiar 
uses. The dnmali ia the early variety; it ripens 
in three months from plantii^ from which circum- 
stance it derives its name: it is raised exclusively 
on the uplands. Although mui h esteemed, it is 
not extensively cultivated, as the birds and insects 
destroy a hvge part of the cnm. 
The malageqnit ia very toxtm inriaed, and used 
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to nddng tweet ind tuuf diahcs ; it beeooMa 

0»Medingly gliUlnoxi^, f r which reason it i» used 
in making whitewash^ which it is said to «au»e to 
become of a brilliant white, and to withstand the 
weather. Thia variety is no^ however, believed to 
be whole«oiue. There is also a variety of this last 
species which is osed as food for horses, and sup- 
poaed to be ft xsme^jr ud praraitb* ^gmm^ 
wurins. 

The 1 Ice grounds or fields an lal l out in squares, 
and surrounded by embankmeuta, to retain the 
I water of the rains or streanw. After tiie nfaw have 
fallen lusufRcieul quartitics to Mturatethe groaud, 
a seed-bed is genentily planted in one comer of the 
field, in which the rice is sown broadcast, about 
the numtb of June. The heavy rains take piaee in 
August, when tfie fields are ploughed, and eve soon 
filled with water. The young plants arealnnit tliis 
time taken from the seed-bed, their tops and roots 
trimmed, and then planted in the lleM by making 
holes in the ground with the fingers, and placing 
four or five sprouts in each of them ; in tliis tedious 
labour the poor women are employed, whilst the 
males are kHin^ng in their houses or in the shade 
of the trees. 

Tlie harvest for the aquatic rice br [(Ins in Be- 
cember. It is reaped with small sickles, peculiar 
to the country, called yatap; to the back of these a 
small stick Is fastened, by which they are held, and 
the stalk is forced upon it and cut. The spikes of 
rice are cut with tins implement, one by one. 
In this operatioa, women, and chil^ran all 
take part 

Tlio upland rioe requires much more cnre and 
labour m its cultivation. The land must be ploughed 
three or four times, and aiU liie turf and lumpe well 
broken up by the harrow. 

During its growth it requires to be weeded two 
or three times, to keep the weeds from choking the 
crop. The seed is sown broadcast in May. Tliis 
kind of rioe is hairested in Norember, and to ool- 
lect the crop is still more tedious than in the other 
ease, for it is always gathered earlier, and never 
Mafiedyin consequence of the grain not adhering to 
the ear. If it were gathered in any other way, the 
loai by transportation on the backs of buffaloes and 
horsen, w itli out any covering to the sheaf, would be 
so great as to dissipate a great pwtion of the 
crop. 

It appears almost incredible that any people can 
remain in ignorance of a way of preventing so ex- 
trnva^nt and wasteful a mode of liarvesting. The 
government has been requested to prohibit it on 
account of the great expense it gives rise to; but 
whether any steps have ever been taken in the 
matter, I did not learn. It is said tliat not unfre- 
qvently a tliird part of the erop is lost, in oonse- 
quence of the scarcity of labourers; while those 
who are disengaged will refuse to work, unless they 
receive one-third, and even one-half of the crop, to 
be delivered free uf expense at their houses. This 
the planters are often obliged to give, or lose the 
whole cr J). Nay, unless the harvest is a good one, 
reapers are very unwilling to engage to take it 
even on these terms, and the entire crop is lost 
The labourers, during the time of harvest, are sup- 
ported by Ute planter, who is during that time ex- 
posed to great vexation, if ml leases. The reapers 
are for the roost part comp(»ed of the idle and 
viaiaaa pwt ef the populaUon, who go abroad over 
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the eoontiy to engage themaelrea in this employ- 

m- nt, which aff trds a livelihood to the poorer 
classes ; for the different periods at which the 
varieties of rice are planted and harvested, gives 
them %vnrh durin:^ a large portion of the year. 

After the rice is liarvested, there are diflferent 
modes of treating it. Some of the proprietors take 
it bomeu where it is thrown into heaps, and left 
imtil it IS desinble to eeparato It from flie straw, 
when it is trodden cut V v mm and women with 
their bare feet For this operation, they usually 
receive another fifth of the riee. 

Others stack it in a wet and green state, which 
subjects it to heat, from which c&uso the gi-ain 
contracts a dark colour, and an unpIeaBant trcste 
and amelt The natives, however, impute these 
defeela to the wetaeas of we aeason. 

The crop of both the low and uplan l rice-, h 
usually from thirty to fifty for oue: this is on old 
land; but on that which is newly cleared, or which 
has never been cultivated, the yield is far beyond 
this. In some soils of the latter description, it is 
said that for a chupa (seven cubic inches) planted, 
the yield has been a cabao. The former is the two- 
hiiiidrad<«nd-^ghth pertof the lattor. Tbisia not 
the only advantage gained in planting rich laiidn, 
but the Saving of labour is equally great; for all 
that is requircd is to make a hole with the fingers, I 
and place three or four grains in it. The upland 
riee requii-es bat little water, and is never irri- 
gated. 

The cultivator in the Philippine Islands is al- 
ways enabled to secure plenty of m a nnre; for I 

vegetation is so luxurlaut that by pTilling the weeds 
and laying them witli earth, a good stock m quickly 
obtuned with which to cover his fields. Thus, 
although the growth is so rank as to cause him 
labour, yet in this hot climate its decay is equally 
rapid, whkli tnds to vnhs his lalwina namane- 
cesafuL 

Among tiie important prodnetiona ef Aese 

islands, I have mentioned hemp, althonr^h the 
article ealied Manilla hemp must not be understood 
to be derived from the plant which produces the 
common hemp (cannabis), bein^ obtained from a 
species of plantain (mnsa textilis), called in the 
Philippines "alaca." Tliia is a native of these 
island^ and was formerly believed to be found 
only en Mindanao ; Init tab ia net die eaa^ for it 
LB cultivated on the south part of Luzon, and all 
the islands south of it. It grows on high ground, 
in rich soil, and is propagated by seeds. It resem- 
bles the other plants of the tribe of plantains, but 
its fruit is much smaller, although edible. The fibre 
i is derived from the stem, and the plant attains the 
height of fifteen or twenty feet. The usual mode 
of preparing the hemp is to eat off Ae atom near 
the ground, before the time or just when the fniit 
is ripe. The stem is then eight or ten feet long 
below die leaves, where it is again cut. The outer 
coating of the herbaceous stem is then stripped 
off, until the fibres or cellular parts are seen, when 
it undcrp oi tlie process of rotting, and after being 
well dried in houses and sheds, is prepared for 
maritet by aaaorling it, a taait wbidi is perfenned 
by the women and rhilflrrn. That which is in- 
tended for cloth is soaked for an hour or two in 
weak lime-water prepared from sea-shells, again 
dried, and put up in bmidtes. From all the dis- 
trieto in which it grows, it is sent to Manilh, wliicb 
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is the only port whence it can legally be exported. 
It arrives in large bundles, and is packed there, by 
ineaiia of a scrcw-presa, in compact bales, for 
shipping, secured by rattan^ each weighing two 
irieuJa. 

The best Manilla hemp ought tn lie while, dry, 
and of a long and fine fibre. Tbia is known at 
Manilla by the name of Inpb ; the Moond quality 
they call bandala. 

The exportatiua has much increased vvitliin the 
last few yearHi, in consequence of the demand for 
it in the Uuitedr States; and the whole vmp i» now 
monopolised by the two Aneriean houses of 
Stui-gcs & Co. and T. N. Peale & Co., of ^Tntiilla, 
who buy all of good quality timt comes to market. 
This is divided between the two houses, and the 
price they pay is from four to five dollars the 
picul. The entire quantity raised in 1840 was 
eighty-three thousand seven hundred and ninety 
picuU} in 1841, eighty-seven thouand. 

The qvMitity exported to the United Stales hi 
1840, was sixty-('i,L:Iit thou^rLTiii two Inindrcd and 
eighty piculs, and in 184 1, only sixty-two thousand 
seven hundred piculs ; its value in Manilla is 
about three hundred thousand dollars. Twenty 
thousand piculs go to Europe. There are no duties 
on its exportation. 

That which is brought to the Umted States is 
prindpally manafactured in or near Boston, and is 
the cordage known as" white rnpe." The ccnlHL'e 
manufactured at Manilla is, however, very supe- 
rior t the rope made with uSf alttoogh the hemp 
is of Uie inferior kind. A higi qmutitjr IS nlso 
manufactured into mats. 

In the opinion of our botanist, it is not probable 
that the plant could be introdueed with sueoess 
into oar country, for in the Philippines it is not 
found north of latitude 14° N. 

The coiTec-plaiit is well adapted to the8€ iBlands, 
A few plants were introdnssd into tlie gardens of 
Manilla, about fifty years ago, since which time it 
lias been spread all over the island, as is supposed 
by the civet-cats, which, after swallowing the 
ssed^ osny them to a distanoe beiSnre thejr are 
Toided. 

Tlie coffee of commerce is obtained here from 
the wild plant, and is of au excellent quality. Up- 
wttds of three thousand five hundrad fdeuls are 
now exported, of whi«h ouO'^ixth goes to the 
United States. 

The sugar-cane thrives well here. It is planted 
after tlie French fuliion, by stieking the piece 
diagonally into the ground. Some, finding the 
cane has suffered in times of drought, have adopted 
otlier modes. It conies to perfection in a year, 
and th^ seldom have two orops horn the same 
piece Of toad, mikss tfao seaaoik is TSiy fitvoar« 
able. 

There are many kinds of cane culttrated, but 
that grown in the 'valley of Pampanga li Aonght 
to bo the best Tt is a amaD red variety, from 

four to fivr f, c t high, and not thicker than tho 
thumb. The manufacture of the sugar is rudely 
conducted ; and the whole business, I was told, was 
ill the hands of a few cai)itali.«t8, v,ho, by making 
advances, secure tlie whole crop tri>m those who 
are employed to bring it to market. It is gene- 
rally brouf^t la mouldy of tho nsoal oonical shape, 
cnllsd ^Immsl wbieli avs ddivwmd to tho pur- 
nom Nofwnbor to Jium, and oontaln oaeb 



about one hundred and fifty pounds. On their 
receipt, they are placed in large storehouses, where 
the familiar operation of claying is performed. 
The estimate for the quantity at sugar from these 
pilones after tliis prooeaa ia about one Inndred 
pounds; it depends njion tlie can taken in tho 
process. 

Of cotton they raise a considerable quantity, 
which is of a fine quality, and principally of the 
yellow nankeen. In the province of Ylocoe it is 
cultivated most extensively. The mode of clean- 
ing it of its seed is veiy rude, by means of a band- 
mUl, and the expense of cleaning a picul (one hmi< 
dred and forty pounds) is from five to seven 
doUars. There have, as fitir as 1 have understood, 
been no ondeaTOocs to introdueo aiqr ootbon-gfaw 
from our country. 

It will b© merely necessary to give the prices at 
which labourers arc paid, to show how low the 
oompensation is, ia oomparison with those in our 
own eonntry. In tho lidnity of Manilla, twdTO 
and a lialf cents prr riay ia the usual wngo.-: this in 
the provinces falls to six and nine cents. A man 
with two buffaloes is paid about thirty cents. The 
amoTint r f labour performed by the latt«;r in a day 
would be the plougbing of a soane, about two- 
tenths of an acre. The most profitable wa^* of 
emptying labourers is by tl>e task, when, U is 
saia, the natives worit well, and are indnstrioos. 

The manner in which thr sugar and other pro- 
duce ia brought to market at Manilla is peculiar, 
and deserves to be OMntloned. In some of the 
villncrw, the chief men unite to build a vessel, 
generally a pirogue, in which they embark their 
produce, under the conduct of a few persons, who 
CO to navigate i^ and dispose of the cargo. In due 
tnno they make tiieir voyage, and when tlie ac- 
counts are settled, the returns are distributed to 
each according to his share. Festivities are then 
held, the mints thanked for thsir kindneee, and 
blessings invoked for another year. After this is 
over, the vessel is taken carefully to pieces, and 
distributed amon|f tlw ownsM^ to bo p w a e rr od ftr 
the nojtt season. 

Tho proftts in (be erope, aeeofdiog to estimates, 
vary from sixty to one hundred per cent.; hut it 
was thought, as a general average, that this was, 
notwithstanding the great productiveness of the 
soil, far beyond thr iisnnl profits accruing from 
agricxdtural operations. lu some provinces this 
estimate would hold good» and ptwbaUjr ba axp 
ceeded. 

Indigo woald probably be a Iveraiivo erop, tor 

that raised here is said to be of a quality equal to 
the best, and the crop is not subject to so many 
imeertainties as in India: the capital and attention 
rcfjiiii r d in vats, &.C., prevent it from being raised 
iu any quantities. Among the productions, the 
bamboo and rattan ought to claim a particular 
notice from their great utility: they enter into 
afattost every thing. Of tho fonner their booses 
are built, including frames, floors, sides, and roof; 
fences are made of the same material, as well as 
every article of general honsehold use, including 
baskets for oil and water. The rattan is a general 
substitute for ropee of ail descriptions, and the 
two combined am vsed in constniethiif rafla for 
orossing ferries. 

I kavo thus given a general ontlino of tfio eapa- 
Ulities of thjaoonntKy fiir agrienltoral t^erationa, 



Digitized by Google 



of locuktg.-PopuUMtoHHf 

the rhilJppint;^. 



MANILLA. 



CspabUltiw for commeiM. 
Military strength. 



bi Mime of the nuwt impmrtenl articlefl of oom- 
meroe; by which it will beaam (hat the Philippine 
li^lnnds avtooeof tbs moat &voac«d parti of the 
gbbe. 

The aropa frecjaenfly snflbr tnm tha TKVHf^ of 

the Incu'^ts, which sweep nil before th< TTi. Fi rtu- 
n&tely fur the poorer claaees, their atUickM take 
pteaa afto* tba tiaa baa baen harvested; but the 
e&nc is sometimes entirely cut off. The autluirities 
of Manilla, in the vain hope of stopping their devas- 
tations, employ penons to gather them and throw 
them into the aea. I ondttatood on one oooaaitm 
thfty had fipent eighty thooauid doUaia in thii way, 
Init all to litd* purpose. It is said that the erope 
rarely suffer from droiuhts, but on the contrary 
diesMna ai« draught tolkU too often, and to flood 
the rice fields; these, however, yield a novel crop, 
and are very advantageous to the poor, viz.: a great 
quantity of fish, which aNTealled dalag, and are a 
species of bhinnlus; they are so plentiful, that they 
are caught with baMkets: these fish weigh from a 
half to two pounds, and some are said to be eij,'hteen 
inehaa long: but thia is not all ; they are said^ after 
a deep inundatMa, to be found even in ih» -vaults 
of churches. 

The Philippines are divided into tliirty-one pro- 
vinces, rixteen of which are on the island of Luzon, 
and thp rrniainder comprise tha oUmt islanda of 
the group and the Ladronea. 

The population of the whole group is above three 
millinns, including; all tribes of natives, mestizoes, 
and whites. The latter-named class are but few in 
number, not exceeding three thousand. The mesti- 
aoes were supposed to be about fifteen or twento 
Aomand; they are distingnished as Spanish maa 
Indian mesti;' M =. Thr ("hinese have of lat« yoin s 
increased to a large number, and it is said that 
there are forty thousand of them in and around 
Manilla alone. One-half of the whole population 
belongs to Luzon. The island next to it in the 
number of inhabitants is Panay, which contains 
about three hundred and thirty thousand. Then 
come Zebu, Mindanoa, Leyte, Samar, and Negros, 
varying from the above numbers down to fifty 
thousand. The population is increasing, and it is 
thonprht that it donblea itself in seventy years. This 
ra(i> of iiu-rease appears j.r.-.ltaMe, fi-riin a compari- 
son of the present population with the estimate made 
aft the beginning of thap r sa on t century, which shows 
a erowth ir^ the forty yeaia of about one mUlion 
four humired thousand. 

The native popuhttion is composed of a number 
of distinct tribes, the principal of which in Luzon 
are Pangarihan, Ylocoa, Cagayan, Tagala, and 
Pampangan. 

The Irogotea, who dwell in the mountuns« are 
Cha only natives who bava not baM anbjseted by 
the Spaniards, The other tribes have become 
id^tified with their rulers in religion, and it is 
thoQ^t thai by this circumstance alone has Spain 
been able to maintain fhc n^-cendancy with so small 
a number, over such a numerous, intelligent, and 
energatio tmea aa tiiey aia tapresented to ba. This 
is, however, more easily accounted for, from the 
Spaniards fostering and keeping alive the iealonay 
and hatred that existed at the mna Of tha dllOOVaiy 
between the different tribes. 

It Booms almeat ineredibie that Spahi should bava 
so long persisted in the policy of allowin": no more 
thMione galleon to pass annually between her colo- 



nies, and amiallly aa that tfaa nationa of Europe 
should have basn ao long deeeived fn regard to the 

riches and wealth that Spain was monopolizin'j in 
the Philippines. The capture of Manilla, in 17fiS, 
by the English, first gava a alear idea ef tlia value 
of this remota and little-known appandaga of the 
empire. 

llw raUppfaiaa, oonaidflMd in thahr capacity for 

commerce, are certainly amonj!^ the most favoured 
I>ortions of the globe, and there is but one circum- 
stance that tends in the least degree to lessen their 
apparuit advanta^j this is the prevaJenca of 
typhoons In the China ssas, wbieb are oaaaahmaUy 
felt with force to th. n ilh of latitude 10' N. Sfiith 
of that parallel, they have never been known to 
prevail, and seldom so fiur; bntfiram their unfiling 
occnrrence yearly in sen-sr yiart of the China seas, 
thoy are looked for with more or leaci dread, and 
eausc each season a temporary interruption in all 
the trade that paasea along tha caaat of tbeae 
islands. 

The army is now enmpose<l entirely of native 
troops, who number about six thousand men, and 
the regiments are never suffered to serva is the 
provinces in which they are rrcruit. but thow 
from the north are sent to the south, and vice versa. 
There they are employed to keep up a continual 
watch on each other ; and, speaking diffiutaat 
dialects, they never become identified. 

They are, indaed, never allowed to remain long 
enough in one region, to imbibe any feelings to 
unison with those of its inhabitants. The hostili^ 
is so great among the regiments, that nmtinies have 
ooQURed, and contests arisen which have fwodnoed 
even blooddied, whidh It was entirely out «f Uia 
[iM'A, r of the officers to prevent. I)i casea of tfds 
kind, summary punishment is resorted to. 

Although tha SpnidarAs, aa far as is known 
abroad, live in peace and [uiot, this is far from 
being the case; for rebellion and revolts among the 
troops and tribes are not unfreqoent iu the pro- 
vinces. During the time of our visit one of these 
took place, but it was impossible to learn any thin^ 
conceminj^ it that could be relied upon, for ail 
oonversation respecting such occurrences is inter- 
^etad by the govemmenl Tha difficulty to whidi 
I refer was said tt) have originated from the 
preaching of a fanatic priest, who iuilanaed them 
to such a degree that they overthrew Uia troops 
and became temporarily masters of the country. 
Prompt uieasures were immediately taken, and 
orders issued to give the rebels no quarter ; the 
regiments most hostile to those engaged in the 
revolt were ordered to the spot ; they spared no 
one; the priest and his companions were taken, put 
to death, and according to report, in a manner ao 
cruel aa to ha a disgrace to tiie raeorda of the 
nineteenth century. Although I shonM Tm pe the 
accounts I heard of these transactions were incor- 
rect, yet the detaalation tiieaa aeta ware held n, 
would give some colonr to the statements. 

The few gazettes tliat arc published at Manilla 
are entirely under the control of the government ; 
and a resident of that city must make up his mind 
to remain in ignorance of the things that are pass* 
ing around him, or believe just what the authorities 
will allow to be told, whether truth or falsehood. 
The govanment of dia Philippines is emphatically 
an iron nla: how loDC It can oontinua aou ia doab^ 
fuL 
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One of my first doUes was to make an official 
call upon his Exedlwiiey Don MurcoHno Oroa, who 
is the Bixty-first governor of the rhilippino Islands. 
According to the established etiquette, Mr. Moore, 
the vice-consul, announced our deure to do so, and 
requested to be informed of the tune when we 
would be reeelved. Thie yru aeeeirdingly named, 
and at the appointed hour we proceoaed to the 
palace in the city proper. On our arnval, we were 
aniMHineed atid led up a flight of stepe, ample and 
spMrinir^, but by no means of Rnch splendour as 
would indicate the residence of vioe-royalty. The 
Mite of rooms into which we were ushered were 
so Jark that it was ditficult to see. I made out, 
however, that they were panelled, aud by no meaus 
richly fumislied. His excellency entered from a 
aide-door, and led us through two or three ^art- 
ments into his private audienoe-room, an apart- 
ment not quit ' s i l.u l; as those we had come from: 
our beiug conducted to this, I was told afterwards, 
was to be eoniidered an eapedal mark of respect 
to my country. Ht=; rcroption of us was friendly. 
The governor has much more the appearance of an 
Iriehman than of a Spaniard, being tall, portly, of 
a florid complexion. Ho is apparently more than 
sixty years of age. Ho was di'esscd in a full suit 
of black, with a star on his breast. 

Mr. Moore acted as interpreter, and (be sovemor 
readily aeoeded to my request to be allowed to 
send a party into the interior for a few days ; a 
permission which I almost despaired of receiving, 
for I knew that he bad refhiMd a like applieation 
some few months before. The refusfil, however, I 
think was in part owing to the character of the 
applicants, and the douotfol object they had in 
view. I impute the permissioD we received to the 
influence of our consul, together with Mr. Sturges, 
whose agreeable manners, conciliatory tone, and 
high fttfin^Hg mth the anthorities, will, I am satis- 
fled, insmw ns at all times every reasonable ad> 
Witage or fai. iliiy. 

The term of the governor in office is three years, 
and the pr s e en t inenmbent «a« installed in 1841. 
This length of time is thouftht to be sufficient for 
any one of them to make afortmie. The oiiice is 
hud by the appofaitmrat of the ministry in Spain, 
and with it are connected perquisites that are 
shared, it is said, by those who confer them. 

During our stay at Manilla, our time was occu- 
pied in seeing signts, shopping, riding, and amusing 
ousdves witii gazing on the throng incessantly 
passing through the Est )1ta of the Binondo 
soborb, or more properly, the oonmiereial town of 
Menilliii 

Among the lions of the place, the great royal 
cigar mauufactories claim especial notice from their 
extent and the many persons employed. There are 
two of these establishments, one situated in the 
Bmondo quarter, and the other on the great square 
or Prado ; in the former, which was visited by ua, 

there are two buildings of two stories high, besides 
several storehoaaes^ enclosed by a wall, with two 

hirj gateways, at which sentineb arc always 
[xwted. The principal workshop is in tho second 
story, which is divided into six apartments, in 
which ei^lit thousand females nre eni]>!oyed. 
Throughout the whole extent, taliies are arranged, 
about sixteen inches higli> ten feet long and three 
feet wide, at each of which fifteen women are 
seated, having small piles of tobacco before them. 



The tables are B*tt croanw'me from the wall, leaving 
a space in the middle of the room free. The 
labour of a female produces about two hundred 
cigars a day ^ aud tho working hours are from (J a.m. 
till C P.M., with a recess of two hours, from eleven 
till one o'olock. The whole eaublishmentiskeptverj 
neat and clean, and every thing appears to be aas 
ried on in the most syst' niatic and workmanlike 
manner. Amoutf such numbers, it has been found 
neeeBBBTf to institvte a seareh en their leaving the 
establishment to prevent embezzlement, and this is 
regularly made twice a day, without distinction of 
sex. It hi a strange sight to witness tho iogi-ess 
and egress of tliese hordes of females ; and pro- 
bably the world cannot elsewhere exhibit so large 
a number of ugly women. Their ages vary from 
fifteen to forty-five. The sum paid them for wages 
is very trifling. The whole number of persons 
employed in the manufactories is about fifteen 
thousand ; this includes the ofiicers, clerks, over- 
seers, dec. 

As nearly as 1 could ascertain, the revenue de- 
rived fi-um these establishments is half a million 
of dolUirs. 

The natives of the riiilippines arc industrious. 
They manufacture an amount of goods sufficient to 
supply their own wants, particularly from Panay 
aud Yloeus, Theae for the moat part consist of 
cotton and silk, aod a pecnifav article called pina. 
The \a.itL'v is inanufactun 1 from a species of bro- 
melia (pine-apple), and comes principally from the 
island of Panay. The fineet kuidfl of pina a>« ex- 
ceedingly beautiful, and surpass any other mitterial 
in its evenness and beauty' of texture, its colour is 
yellowish, and the embroidery is fully eqnal to the 
material. It is much sought after by all straTi;*er8, 
and considered sm om of the curiosities uf this 
group. Various reports have been stated of tho 
mode of its manufacture, and among others that it 
was woven under water, which I found, upon in- 
quiry, to be quite erroneous. The web of tlie i)ina 
is so fine, that they are obliged to prevent all cur- 
rents of air from passing through the rooms where 
it is manufactured, for which purpose there nre 
gauze screens iu the windows. After the article m 
brought to Manilla, it is then embroidered by girls; 
this last operation adds greatly to its value. 

This manufactory had work engaged for nine 
months or a year in advance. The fabric is ex- 
tremely expenstve, and none but the wealthy can 
AKxri it. It Is also mnch sought after by fo- 
reirrncrH. Vvcn ,ii J,:Ta for Queen Victoria and 
many of the Enghsh uobililgr were then in baud j 
at least I so heard at IMlla. Tbeae who are 
actually present have, notwithstanding, the privi- 
lege of selecting what they wish to purchase ; for, 
with the inhabitants here, as elsewhere, ready 
money has too mneh attiadMii ior than to forego 
the temptation. 

Time in ManilU seems to hang heavily on the 
handa of some of its inhabitants ; their amuse- 
m«iti am few, and 'tiie elimate ill adapted to ex- 
ertiou. The gentlemen of the higher classes pass 
their morning in the transaction of a little pubUe 
business, lounging about and smoking. In the 
afternoon, they sleep, and ride on the Prado ; and 
in the evening, visit their friends, or attend a ter- 
tulia. The laidies are to be pitied ; for th^y pass 
three-fourths of their time in dishabille, with their 
nuuds around them, sleeping, dressing, lolling, and 
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1 combing tlieir hair. lu ihia way Uie whole iiiorn- 
; ing is lounged away : they neither read, writ4', nor 
work. la drew Uiey generally imitate the Euro- 
pesns, except that they seldom wear stockings, and 
go w'llh tlieir :iriiis bare. In tlic uftr ruoon they 
ride on tlie Frad*) iu Btale, and in the evening 
accompany their husbands. Chocoll^ ia taken 
' early in the inurnin^;, breakfast at eleven, and din- 
! ut.r and supper are included in one meal. 

Mothers provide for the niarringe of their 
daiu^ten ; and I was told tliat such a thing as n 
gentleman proposing to any one Imt the tnotht-r, or 
a younp lady engaging herself, is unknown nnd un- 
heard of. The uesotiatiua is all canned forward 
by the mother, and &e daughter is given to any 
suitor hhc may dorm a desirable matcli. Tlie 
young ladicid arc said to be equally disinclined to & 
choice themselves, and if propasnls were made 
to then^ the suitor would be at onao vrfenned to 
the motiier. Among the lower orders It ia no un- 
common thing for the parties to be living without 
the ceremony of marriage, until they have a family; 
and no odium whatever is attached to sneh a con- 
nexion. They are looked upon as man and wife, 
though they do not live together ; and they rarely 
iail to solemnize their union whn Ifcaj lutvo accu- 
mulated sufficient property to proeun the lequiiite 
artieles for housekeepmg. 

Our afternoons were spent in drives on the 

IPrad<^ where all tlie fashion and rank of Manilla 
are to be met, and where it is exceedingly agree- 
I able to ]>artake of the; fresh and pure air after a 
heated day in the city. The extreme end of the 
Prado lies along the shore of the hay of HaaiUa, 
having the roadbtead and ships on one side, and 
the city proper with its fortifications and moats on 
the other. This drive usually lasts for an liour, 
and all sorts of vehicles are ^owu off, from the 
goremor^ coach and ria, surrounded by hb Ian- 
cers, to the sorry cliaise and limping nag. The 
carriage most used is a four-wheeled biloche, with 
a gig top, quite low, and drawn by two horses, on 
one of which ia a postilion ; these vehicles are ex- 
ceedingly comfortable for two persons. The 
• horses are small, but spirited, and are said to be 
' able to undergo great fatigue, although their ap- 
I pearanoe does not promise it This drive is en* 
; livenod by tlie music of the different regiments, 
who are at this time to be seen manoeuvring on the 
Prado. The soldiers have a very neat and clean 
appcanttioe ; great attention is paid to them, and 
the whole are well appointed. The force stationed 
I in Manilla I« six tliousand, and the army in the 
j Philippines amounts to twenty thousand men. The 
I officers are all Spaniards, g'enerally the relations 
and friends of those in the administration of the 

ifovernment. The pay of the soldiers ia four dol- 
ars a month, aiid a mtion, which is equal to six 
ceata a day. As troops, I was told they acquitted 
1 themselves well. The Prado is laid out in many 
avenues, leatliuL;; in vaviuuH directions to the sub- 
urbs, and these are planted with wUdahuond tj'ces, 
j whien afford a pleasant shade. It Is well kept, 
. 'and creditable to the city. 

I In passing the crowds of carriages very little din- 
' play of female beauty Is observed, and although 
' well-dressed above, one cannot but revert to their 
; wearing no stockings beneath. 
.' On the Prado is a small theatre, but so inferior 
that the building scarce deserves tlie name: the 
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acting was equally bad. This amusement meets 
with little encourageflMnt in Manilla, and 1 wa» 
toldf was discountensiwed by the governor. 
I had the pleasure dnring our stay of attending a 

tertulia in the city. The company was not a large 
one, comprising some thirty or fortv ladies and I 
about sixty gentlemen. It resembled those of the i 
mother country. Dancing wa.s introduced at an I 
early hour, and continued till a few minutes before ! 
eleven o'clock, at which time the gates of the city : 
arc always shut It was aroumuff to see the sadden [ 
breaking up of the party, most m the guesto resid- { 
ing out of the city. Tlie calling for carriages, shawls, ' 
hats, &.c^ produced fur a few minutes great con- ' 
fusion, every one being desirous of getting off at tte | 
earliest moment possible, for fear of bein<j too late. 
This regulation, by which the gates are closed ati>o 
early an hour, does not appear necessary, and only j 
serves to interrupt the commnnicatum between the ' 
forngnand Spanish society, as the former is obliged, 
as before observed, to live outside of the city pro- 
per. This want of fi-ee intercourse ia to be re- 
gretted, as it pvsTsnts ISuA land vf Msndaliip by 
which many of their je^ouaies sad prejndlees nuight 
be removed. 

The society at this tertulia was easy, and so fnr as 
the enjoyment of dancing went, pleasant; but there 
was no conversation. The refreshments consisted ' 

of a few dulces, lemonade, and btronjj drinks in an 
ante-room. The house appeared very spacious 
and well adapted for entertamments, bnt only one 

of the rooms was well lighted. From the novelty 
of the scene, and the attentions of the gentle- 
man of the house, we passed a {dcasant evening. 

The natives and mestizoes attracted much of my 
attention at Manilla. Their dress is peculiai-: over 
a pair of striped trousers of various colours, the 
men usually wear a fine grass-cloth ahirt, a large i 
straw hat, and aromd the head or neck a numy- 
coloured silk haudlcerchief. Tli' y often wear slip- 
pers as well as li'hoes. The C hinese dress, as they 
have done for centuries, in loose white shirts and 
trousers. One peculiarity of the common nun is ■ 
their passion for cock-fighting; and they carr^' these j 
fowls wherever thsgr go^ after a peculiar ftafaion 
under their arm. 

Coek-fighting is Kosnaed by the government, and 
great care is taken in the breeding of game fowls, I 
which are very large and heavy binla. They are j 
armed with a curved double-edged gaff. The } 
exhibitions are wsually crowded with half-breeds 
or mestizoes, who are generally more addicted to ' 
gambling than cither the higher or lower classes i 
of Spaniards. It would not be an unapt designa- i 
tion to call the middlmg dan cock-fighters, for I 
their whole live.s .^eom to be taken up wiTii [I:. | 
breeding and fighting of these birds. On tlie exit I 
from a cockpit, I was much amused with the mode j 
of giving the return rlieek, ^^hich was done by n 
stamp on the naked arm, and pi'ecludes tlie posM- 
bility of its transfer to another person. The dress 
of the lower order of females is somewhat milised, ' 
yet it bore so strong a resemblance to that of the ' 
Polynesians as to recall tin latter to our recoUec- i 
tiuu. A long piece of coloured cotton is wound j 
round the body, like the pareu, and tucked in at Uie I 
side : this covers the nether limbs; and a jacket | 
fitting close to the body is worn, without a shirt 
In some, this jacket is ornamented witli woril | 
around the neck; it has no ooUar, and in msay j 
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cases no sleeves, and orer this a richlj' embroidered 
cape. The feet we covered with slippers, with 
wooden 8ole8, which are kept on by the little toe, 
only four tues entering the slipper, and the little one 
being on the euKrid** The eifect of botli eoatomes 
is picturesque. 

The niai'kct is a never-failing place of amuse- 
ment to a foreigner, for there a crowd of the com- 
mon people is always to be seeuj and their owde of 
oonduetffif business may be observed. The canals 
here aftVu'l LTr:it fn ilitics for briii^^ing vcgotahles 
and produce to market in a fresh stale. The vege- 
tables are chiefly brought from (he shores of me 
Laguna dc Bay, tlironi^h the river Pasitr. The meat 
appeared inferior, and as in all Spanish places llie 
art of butcheriag is not understood. The poultry, 
Iiowever^ surpasses tlmt of any utlier place I have 
seen, particularly in ducks, the breeding of which 
is pursued to a great extent. Establishments for 
breeding these birds are liere carried on in a sys- 
tetnatio manner, and are a great eariosKy. They 
cnnsibt of many Hinall encloaure.s, caeh about twenty 
feet by forty or lifty, made of bamboo, which are 
placed on the bank of the river, and partly eovered 
with watpr. In one corner of the enclosure is a 
small house, where the eggs are hatched by artift- 
ehd heat, produced by rio»-dMfflD » state of fer- 
mentation. It is not uncommon to see six or eight 
hundred ducklings all of the same age. There are 
several hundreds of these enclosures, and the num- 
ber of docks of all ages may be computed at mil- 
lions. The manner in wliieh they are ediooled to 
take exercise, ari l t ) go in and out of tlie water, 
and to return to their house, almost exceeds belief. 
The keepers or tenders are o« the Tagala tribe, who 
live near the enclosures, and have them nt all times 
under their eye. The old birds are not suffered 
to approach the young, and all of one age are kept 
together. They are fed upon rice and a small 
species of shell-fish that is found in the river, and 
is peculiar to it. From the extent of tlicsc esta- 
blishments we inferred that ducks were the favourite 
article of food at Manilla, and the consampti<m of 
them must be immense. The markct.s are well nup- 
plied with chickens, pigeons, young partindges, 
I whidi are brought in alive, and turkeys. Among 
I stnmt^e nrticles that w-e saw for Kule, were cakes f)f 
coil!:- ! I.ued blood. The markets are well stocked 
I s [ 1i a variety of fish, taken both in the Laguna and 
i bay of Manilla, affording a supply of i>oth the fresh 
j and salt-water species, and many smaller kfaids 
I that are dried and smuked. '\'c;;ctuV>leH are in great 
plenty, and consist of pumpkins, lettuce, onions, 
ndlshes, very long squashes, &c.; of fnuts, they 
have mehNUy diiooa, dttrians, marhobu^ and 
omn^. 

The conntry around Manilla, though no more 

than an extended plain for some miU'.'*, is one of 
great interest and beauty, and affords many agree- 
able rides on the roads to Santa Anna and Mara- 
qniiM. Most of the country-seats are situated on 
the river Pasig; they may indeed be called palaces, 
from their extent and appcarnncc. They arc built 
upon a grand scale, and after the Italian style, 
with terraces, supported by strong abutments, 
decked with vases of pIiintH. The grounds arc or- 
namented with the iuxuriuit, lofty, auJ graceful 
trees of the tropics; these are tolerably well kept. 
Here and there fine large stone churches, with 
their towers and steeples, are to be seen, the whole 



giving the impression of a wealthy nobility^ and a 
happy and flourishing peasantry. 

In one of our rides we made a visit to the Cani|)o 
Santo or cemetery, about four mileH from Manilla. 
It is small, but has many handsome trees about it; 
among tliem was an agal!, full of large white 
flowers, show ing most conspicuously. The whole 
place is as unlike a depository of the dead as it well 
can be. Its form is circular, having a small chapel, 
in the form of a rotunda, directly opposite the (;ato, 
or entrance. The wall.s are about twenty fet t high, 
with three tiers of niches, in which the bodies are 
enchised with quicklime. Here they are allowed to 
remain fir three years, or until such time as the 
niches may be requii-ed for further use. Isiches 
may be puiHshased, however, Mid permanmitly 
duwed up; but in the whole cemetery there were 
but live thus secured. This would huem to iudi- 
cate an indifference on the part of the living, for 
their de^rted relatives or friends; at least such 
was my impression at the time. The centre of the 
enclosure is hud out as a flower-garden ami shrub- 
bery, and alt the buildiugsare washed a deep buff- 
cfwur, with white ooniiesa; tiieae eotonn, when 
contrasted with the green foliiige, give an effect 
that is not unplea^iug. In the chapel am two 
tomb% the one fur the bishop, and the other for the 
governor. The former, I believe, is occupied, and 
will continue to be so, until another shall follow him ; 
but the latter is empty, for since the erection of the 
cemetery, none of the governors liave died. In 
the rear of the chapel is another email cemetery, 
called Lns Angelos; and, furtlicr behind, tlicOsero. 
The former is similar to the one in front, but 
smaller, and ap|MFopriated exclusively to children; 
the latter is an open sjiacc, where the bones of al! 
those who have been removed from the niches, 
after three years, are cast out, and now lie in a con- 
fused heap, witli portions of flesh and hair adhering 
to them. No person is allowed to be received here 
for interment, until the fees are first paid to the 
priest, however respectable tiie oarties may i>e; 
and aU those who pay the fees, and are of the true 
faith, can be interred. I was told of a corpse of a 
very respectable por8<m being refused adnuttance, 
for the want of the prie.st'8 posH, to show that the 
claim had been satisfied, and the cofFm stopped in 
the I'oad until it was obUiini d. We ourselves wit- 
nessed a similar refusal. A servant entered with 
a dead child, home ou » tray, wiiich he preaeated 
to tiie sacristan to have interred; the httter asked 
him for the pass, wliieh not being produced, he was 
dismissed, nor was he suffered to leave his burden 
until this requisite could be procui'sd from the 
priest, who lived oppnwte. Tlie price of interment 
was three doUars, but whether this included the 
purchase of the nidie, or ita vent for three ycMS 
only, I did not learn. 

The government of the Philippines is in the 
hands of a governor-general, who has the titles of 
viceroy, commander-in-chief, sub-delegate, judge 
of the revenue from the post-offiee, comnuuider 4^ 
the tronji-s, eapf^du-general, and connnander of the 
naval forces. His duties embrace every thing that 
relates to the security and defence of the country. 
As advisers, he has a council called the Audiencia. 

The islands arc divided into provinces, each of 
which has a military officer with the li-Ae of gover- 
nor, appointed by the govemw-general. Tiiey act 
as diief magistrates, have jurinSetion over all £a> 
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|iates of minor importance, hit\ e tltc coininaud of 
tiw troopt m time of war, and arc colloctors of the 
Mjil MVCBDM^ tar the •aeurit/ at which the/ give 
bondi, whieli niMl Iw •pprored of hj the eomp- 
troller-f^neral of the tri asun-. Tlie j)r<>\iiK'« of 
Cavite ia aloue exempt from this rule, and the 
eoUeotioB ct tribute b tbet* oonflM Id » poliee 
magistrate. 

Elaeh province is again ■abdivided into puebloa, 
containing a greater or leaa number of inliabiunta, 
eaeh at whieb has again ita ruler, called a g(»ber- 
iMldimUlo, who baa in like manner other officers 
nnder him to act p lice inagiHtrateH. The num- 
bor of the latu^r are very great, each of th«n 
bavuif hki appropriate datiM. Thtm eoimlit fai 
the supervision of the grain fields, cocoa-nut prfivea, 
betel-aut plantations, and in the preservation of 
the gWMiil order and poM «f the town. So 
nomerotis are these petty officers, that there is 
scarcely a family of any consequence, that has not 
a member who holds tvnur kind of oflice under 
government. Thb policy, in caae of disturbances, 
at onoe unitM a large and inflmntiial body on the 
side of the (;overTmi> nf., that is maintained at !ittl<' 
expense. The go heniadoreiUo exercises the muni- 
cipal authority, and ii mfodaUf diarged to aid 
the perish pnest in every thing apfMrteiaiag to 
rcli^otts obeervances, &c. 

As soon as we could procure the necessary pasa- 
purts, which were obligingly furuiulied by the 
govermv to *< Don RosmI Sturges y qoatro Anglo 
Americanos," our party left Manilla for a short 
jaunt to the mountains. It was considered as a 
marie of great Cavomr on tiie part of his excellency 
to grant this indulgence, particularly as lie had a 
few months prior denied it to a party of French 
oHicerf). I was told that he preierrcMl to make it 
a domestic oonoarD, bj iming the passport in the 
name of a naidrat, in order tmt eompKanoe tn this 
ca»o mii^ht not ^'^e umVra.'e to flu French. It 
was generally believed that tiie oiuse of the refusal 
in the former instance was the«|P>piradent manner 
in which the French officers went about taking 
plans and Bketches, at the comers of streets, &c., 
which in the minds of an unenlightened and 
ignoranl eohmlal government, of oauxaa azeited 
suspicion. Nothing can be ao ridtenlooa as this 
system of passports ; for if one was bo disposed, a 
plan, and the most minute inforraatiun of every 
thing that concerns the defcnem of phices, can 
always be obUuned at Uttle cost now-a-days ; for 
such is the skill of engineers, that a plan is easily 
made of pteeeiy merely by a sight of them. We 
were not, however, disposed to question the pro- 
priety of the governor's conduct in the former 
case, and I felt abundantly obliged to him for a 
pennisskm that would add to our stock of informa- 
tion. 

It was deemed at first impossible fnr thr- pniiy 
to divide, as they had but one passport, and some 
difficulUes were anticipated from the number bdi^ 
doable tliat stated in the passport. The party con- 
rfsted of Messrs. Sturge«, Pickering, Eld, Rich, 
Dana, and Brackenridg Mr. Smrgee, however, 
saw no difficulty in dividing the party after they 
had pamed beyond the preenieto or the d^, taking 
the precaution, at the same time, not to appear 
together beyond the number designated on tho 
paper. 

On the Idtfa, they left Manilla, and piooeededin 



carriages to Sautxi Anna, on the Fa^ig, in order U> 
avoid the delay that would ensue if they followed 
tl>e windmgii «fl the river in a banea, and ngninat 
the current. 

At Santa Anna they found their bancas waitin^r 
for them, and embarked. Here the ece&e wa^ 
rendered animated 1^ nmeiuua boats of all de- 
f>criptinnB, fipon the pane to tha anatt canoe of a 

single log. 

There in a large population that live wholly on 
the water : fur the padrones of the panoa have 

usually their families with them, which llrain Ae 
gn at varirty nf aijes and sexos, give a very difTer- 
ent and much more burtlmg appearance to the 
efowd of boats, than would be the eaae if they only 
contained those wht) are emplriyrd to nav;<:r^it<' 
them. At times the paraos and baiicas, ol ali 
sizes, together with the saraboas and pativas (dnek 
establishments), become jumbled together, and 
create a confusion and noise such aa ia seldom met 
with in any otlier country. 

The pativas are undo: the care of the original 
inhahibmlB, fo whom exdoriveiy the anperintend- 
ence of the ducklings seems to Vie committed. The 
pens are made of bamboo, and are noi over a fool 
high. The birds were all la admirable order, and 
made no attempt to eaeape over the low barrier, 
although so slight that it was thought by some of 
our gentlemen it would not Lavi' sufTiced to confine 
American ducks, although their wings might have 
been evt. The mode of giving them exeraiae was 
liy caiisiriL: tlicni to run ro\md in a ring. The good 
understaodiug existing between the ke^wn and 
their charge was striking, particularly when the 
former were engaged in cleansing the pens, and 
assisting the current to carry off the impurities.^ 
In the course of their sail, it was estimated that' 
hnadceda of thonaands of ducks of all Mg/ea were 



The women who wr-rr- sr-<-Ti v.-otp usnnlly pncrnrrpd 
in fishing with a hook and line, and were generally 
standing in the waler» or hi eanoea. The saraboas 
wrrp hrrc also in use. Tlie run of tlie fish i.s 
generally concentrated by a chevaux-de-frise to 
guide them towards the nets and kiealitiaa when 
the fishers place themaelvea. 

At five o oloek they reached llie Laguna de Bay, 
where thoy took in a new crew, wl-.h nui-t and 
saiU This is called twenty-five miles from Manilla 
by the river; the distance in a bird's flight is not 
over t^vplve. The whole distance is densely peopled, 
and well cultivated. The crops consist uf indigo, 
rice, &£., with groves of the betel, pahn, eoeoa>iin^ 
and quantities of fruit trees. 

The shores of the lake ate t(he1v!ng, and aflbrd 
good situations for placing fish-weirs, which are 
here established on an extensive scale. These 
writ* are fimned of alipe of bamboo, and are to 
bo ■'i cn running in every direction to tli*; distance 
of two or three miles. They may be said to invest 
entirely the shores of tibe lake fur several miles 
from its outlet, and without a pilot it would b« 
difficult to find the way through them. At night, 
when heron and tern were seen roosting mi the 
top of each slat, these weirs presented rather a 
curious speelaele. 

T]]f T.aguiia de Bay is said to Ix' about ten 
leagues in length by three in width, and treads in 
a oovdHBOilb-weat and 8onlh-«mthHnBt " 
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After dai-k, the bancas separated. Mr. Sturpes, 
with Dr. Pickering and Mr. Eld, proceeded to 
visit the mountain of Maijaijai, while Meesrs. Rich, 
Dana, and Braek«nridge, went towards the Volcano 
de Tail! The latter party took the passport, while 
the furnier relied upon c«irtain letters of introduc- 
tion for pvoteetiott, in caae of diAculty. 

Mr. Stwrgcs, with his party, directed his course 
to the east side of the lake, towards a point called 
Jalujalu, which they reached about three o'clock 
in the morning, and stopped for th« crew to cook 
some rice, &c. At 8 a. m., they reached Santa 
Cruz, situated about half a mile up a small stream- 
let, called r&xauau. At tliis place they found Don 
EHsdero, to whom llM^bftd ft letter of ntrodnetion, 
and who holds a civil appointment. They were 
very kindly received by this gentleman and his 
brown lady, with their interestuig huHy. He at 
once ordered horses for tliem to proceed to the 
mission of Maijaijai, and entertained them with a 
sumptuous breakfast. 

They were not prepared to set out before noon, 
ostil whidi Ihne they strolled about tiie town of 
Santa Cruz, the inhabitants of which are Tagalas. 
There are only two old Spaniards in the place. 
The provinee in which Santa Cruz is situated, con- 
tains about five ibuusn:^^ iuhabitMlta, of whom 
eighteen liundred pay tribute. 

Tlie people have the character of being orderly, 
and goTem themselves without the aid of the 
militaxy. The principal article of culture is the 
cocoa-nut frf e, wlii !i is seen In large groves. The 
trunks of these were notched, aa was supposed, for 
the piurpoee of climbing them. From the spatlie a 
tdnd of spirit is manufactured, which is fully as 
strong as our whbkey. 

About noon they left Don Escudero's, and took 
a road leadiug to the aouthwftvd and eastward, 
through a hixuriantandbeantifbl oountr)', well cul- 
tivated, and orn mil lit' 1 with lofty cocoa-nut trees, 
betel palms, and banana groves. Several beautiful 
vaUeys were passed, with streamlets rushing 
through them. 

Maijaijai is Biiiuited about one thousand feet 
above the Lagunade Bay, but the rise is so gradual 
that it was ahncst impMroeptible. The country 
hss every where the sppesimnee of being densely 
peopled ; but no more than one villa^ was passed 
between Santa Cruz and the mission. They had 
teHers to F. Antonio Biomsna y Aranda, padre of 
the mission, who received them kindly, and euter- 
tained them most hospitably. When he was told 
of their intention to visit the mountain, he said it 
was impo^ble with such weather, pointing to the 
Msflk donds that then enveloped its summit ; and 
he endesvourcd to persuade the gentlemen to 
desist from what appeared to him a mad at- 
tempt; but ffanding them resolved to make the 
trinl, he aided in making all the necessary pre- 
pare ciuiis, though he had no belief in their suc- 
cess. 

On the morning of the 27th, sfter mass, Mr. 
Eld and Dr. IHekering set oat, but Mr. Sturges 
pri Tji ri (1 tr. keep tlie good padre company until 
their retom. The padre had provided them with 
guides, horses, twenty natives, and provirions for 
thrrp dny?. lie had been himself on the same 
laborious journey, some six months before, and 
[ knew its fatigues j although it turned out after- 
I wards that his expedition was perfbnned in fine 



weather, and that be had been borne on a Utter by 
natives the whole way. 

The first part of the road was wet and miry, and 
discouraging enough. The soil was exceedingly 
rich, producing tropical plants in great profusion, 
iu tlie midst of which were seen the neat bamboo 
cottages, with their industrious and eleanly-Ioolcing 
inhabitants. When they reached the foot of the 
mountain, they found it was imposuble to ride 
farther, and were obliged to take to walking, which 
was, however, less of a hardship than riding the 
little rats of hors^, covered with mud and dirt, 
which were at firet deemed useless; hut the manner 
in which they ascended and maintained themselves 
on the slippery banks, surpassed any thing they 
had before witnessed in horseflesh. The first part 
of the ascent of the niuuntain was gradual, but 
over a miry path, which was extremely slippery; 
and had it not been for the Sticks stuck down by 
the party of the padre in their former ascent, they 
would have found it extremely difficult to over- 
come 1 to make it more disagreeable, it rained sll 
the time. 

T t t nok about two hours to reach the steep ascent. 
Tlie last portion of their route had been tlirough 
an unmhabited region, witii some openings in the 
woods, afffirtline; ]>astnrp grounds to a few small 
herds of butfalo. iu ihice hours they reached the 
half-way house, by a very steep and regidar ascent. 
Here the natives insisted upon stopping to cook 
Ihetr breakfast, ns they had not yet partaken of 
any thing through the day. The natives now en- 
deavour^ to persuade them it was impracticable 
to go any farther, or at least to reach the top of 
the motmtain and return befnro ni[;ht Our gen- 
tlemen lost their patience al ti: j delay, and after 
an hour's endurance of it, k solved to set out 
alone. Six of the natives followed them, and by 
half-psst three they .reached the summit where 
they four l it .-(ild and uncomfortable. The ascent 
had been difficult, and was principally accomplished 
by catohing hold of durubs and the roots of trees. 
The summit is compniatively bare, and not more 
than fifty feet in width. The side oppoeite to that 
by which they mounted was perpendicular, but 
owing to the thick fog they could not see the di^th 
to which the precipice descended* 

The observations with the bsiWDetcrs were 
speedily taken, which gave the height of Banajoa 
as six ttioaaaiid five hundred feet. The trees on 
the summit were twenty or thirty feet high, and a 
species of fir was very common. Gaultheria, 
attached to the trunks of trees, rhododendrons, and 
polygsnums. akw abounded. The roeks wers so 
covered with sinl that It was diffleuH to ascertain 
their character ; Dr. Pickering is of opinion, how- 
ever, that th<^ are not volcanic. The house on 
tiiesunnnitaflordedthem little or no shelter; bemg 
a mere shed, open on all sides, they fi und it un- 
tenantable, and determined to return as soon as 
their observations were finished, to the luUf-^ 
house, which they reached before dark. 

The nigfit was passed une cm fertsMy, and in the 
moniing they mn lt an early start down the moun- 
tain to reach the native village at its foot, where 
they were refreshed with a cup of checdate, cakes, 
and some dulccs, according to the custom of the 
country. At ten o'clock they reached the mission, 
where they were received by the padre and Mr. 
Sturges. The ibrmer was greatly astonished to 
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hear that they had really b«eu to the sammit, aiid 
had accomplished in twenty-four home what he 

hftd drpmei? a lahour of tlirce dayR. He qiiiclilv 
attended to llieii* wants, the first among which was 
dry clothing ; and as tlieir baggage Iiad unfortu- 
nately been left at Santa Cruz» tlio wardrobe of 
the rotund padre was placed at tlieir disposal. 
Although tlio fit was ratlier uncouth on tlie sprue 
forma of our guutlemen, yet bis clothes served the 
purpose tolenSily well, and wen thankfnlly made 
use of. During' their absence, Mr. Sturges had 
been much amnned with the discipline Tie had 
witnessed nt thi^ hands of the Church, whidl here 
scpm to ho. th»! only visible ruling power. Two 
yituiig natives had made complaint to the padre 
tliat a certain damsel liiid entered into vows or en- 
gagements to marry both : she was accordingly 
brought up before the padre, Mr. Sturges being 
present. The ]>;ii]re first Iccturod h< r most 
seriously upon the enormity of her ci inie, then in- 
flicted several bluwa on the palm of her out- 
stretched hand, a<;ain renewing the lecture, and 
finally coucluding with another whipping. The 
girl was pretty, and excited the interest of our 
friend, who looked on with much deeire to inter- 
fere, and save the damsel from the eorporeal pun- 
ishment, rendered more a^'i^ravated hy ihe dis[)a8- 
siunate and cool manner in which it and the lecture 
were administered. In the conireimtion which 
en^Ji»*(l, the padre snid he liad more cases of the 
viola ti»tn of the niariiii<,'e vow, and of infideUty, 
than any other class of crimes. 

After a hearty breakfast, or rat Iter dinner, and 
expressmg their thanks to the padre, they rode 
back to Santa Cniz, where they arrived at an 
early hour, and at 9 1>.H. tliey embarked ui their 
hancaa for Manilla. 

In the morning they found themselves, after a 
comfortable night, at Bafios. Here they took 
chocolate with the padre, to whom Mr. Sturges 
had a letter, who informed them that the other 
party had left the place the eveuing before for 
Manilla. 

This party had proceeded to tlie town of Baia, 
where wey arrivea at daylight on the 15Ch. Baia 

is quite a pretty place, and well sitnated; the 
houses are clean and comfortable, and it jiossessed 
a venerable stone church, with towers and Leils. 
On inquiring for the padre, they found that he 
was absent, and it was in consequence impossible 
for them to procure horses tti proeeed to the Vol- 
cano de Taal. They therefore concluded to walk 
to the hot springs at Banoe, about five miles dis- 
tant. Along the road they eulleeted a number nf 
curioUB plants. Rice ia nmeh cultivated, and fields 
of it ext(Mid to some distanee on eaeh s-ide of the 

road. Buffaloes were seen feeding and wallowing 

in the ditches. 

At Banos the hot ppriiigs are numerous, the 
water issuing from the rock over a considerable 
■urfiuse.' 'nie quantity of water dtseharged by 
them is lar^^c, and the whole ia ccdleeted nnd eon- 
duct«d to the bathing-houses. The temperature of 
the water at the mouth of the culvert was iaO°. 

The old bath-house is a singular-looking place, 
being built on the hill-side, m the old Spanish 
style. It is lieautifully situatt d, and overlooks tli 
baths and lake. The baths ai'o of stone, and con- 
list tit two laige rooms, in each of whkh b a niche, 
fliwugh whidi the hot water passes. This build- 



ing is now ia ruins, the roof and floors having 
fallen in. 

Banos is a small village, but contains a respect- 
able-luoking stone church, and two or three houses 
of the same material. Here tiic party found a 
difficulty in getting 00, for the alcalde eonld not 
speak S|)auish, and they were obliged to nse an 
interpreter, in order to communicate with liini. 
Notwithstanding this, he is a magistrate, whose 
duty it is to administer laws written in that lan- 
L inKe. Finding they could not succeed even hcn» 
ju [ rocuring guides or horses, they determined to 
i< and explore Mount Maquiling, the lieiglit 

of which is three thousand four hundred and 
fifty feet, and iu the mean time to send for their 
bancas. 

The next day thev set out on their journey to 
that moimtain, and the first part of theur path lay 

over a gentle ascent, through cultivated gri>unds. 
Next succeeded an almost perpendicular hill, bare 
of trees, and overgrown with a tall grsasi, whteh it 
was dif'iftilt to pass through. 

Sueii had been the time taken up, that the party 
found it imp<mible to reach the summit and return 
before dark. They therefore began to collect 
specimMis: and after having obtained a fhll load, 
they returned late in the afternoon to Baiios. 

The mountain is composed of trachytic rocks 
and tufa, which are occiisionally seen to break 
through the rich and deep soil, showing them- 
eelvts here and there, iu tha deep valleys which 
former volcanic action has created, and which have 
destroyed Uie regular outline of the eone-abaped 
mountain. The tufa is generally found to form the 
gently-sloping jplains that surround tliese moun- 
tains, and has in all probability been ejected from 
them. Small craters, of some two htmidred feet in 
height, are Beattered over the plains. The tufa is 
likewise exposed to view on the shores of the lake; 
but elsewhere, except on a few bare lulls, it is 
entirely covered with the dense and luxuriant 
foliage. The tufa is generally of a soft character, 
cruiidiliiig in the fingers, and in it are found cearse 
and fine fragments of scorix^ pumic^ &c The 
layers are fewn a few inches to five feet in thick- 
ness. 

In the country around Bafios, there are several 
vr)lcanie bills, and on the sides of Mount Maqui- 
ling are appearances of parasitic cones, similar to 
those observed at the Hawaiian Islands; but time 
and tlie foliage have so disguised thcni, that it 
is difficult to determine exactly their true ebar- 
racter. 

T re;iTrtted exceedingly that tlie party that set 
out for the Lake dc Taal was not able to reach it, 
as, from the accounts I had, it must be one of the 
most interesting portions of the country. It lies 
nearly south-west from Manilla, and occupies an 
area of about one hundred and twenty .squai-c miles. 
The Volcano de Taal is sttoated on an island near 
the centre of it, and is now in action. The cone 
which rifies from its centre ia ri marlvably regular, 
and consists for the most part of cinders and scoria. 
It ha.-) been found to be nine hundred feet in eleva- 
tion above the lake. The crater has a diameter of 
two miles, and its depth is equal to the elevation : 
the walls of the erater are nearly j>erj>endieulaF, so 
much so that the descent cannot be made without 
the sseistanee of n»es. At the bottom titers wn 
two small cones. If udi steam Issvet lirom tiie 
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many fissures, aocompanied by Bttlphuroiw aeid 

ga*:!. Thf'. waters of the lake are impregnated with 
sulphur, and tliero are Raid to be also large beds of 
Bulphur. In tito opinion of those who have visited 
this spot, the whole lake once formed an immense 
crater; and this does not appear very improbable, 
if we are to credit the accounts we re(u.'ive(l of tlic 
many craters ou thin island that are now filled with 
water; for inataaee, In the neighbeorbood of San 
Pablo there are said to be oiglit or nine. 

The hut springs of Baaos are numerous, and in 
their vicinity large quantities of steam are Been to 
i- sno from the nhort: of the lake. There nrc about 
a dozen which give out a copious supply of water. 
The principal one hw been enclosed, :\nd made to 
flow throuffb a stone aqueduct, which discharges a 
considerable stream. The temperature of the 
water as it leaves tlic aqueduct is 17B'. The vil- 
lagers use it for cooking and washing: tlie signs of 
the former employment are evident «Knigh from 
the quantities of feathers from (lie poultry that 
have been scalded and plucked preparatory to cook- 
ing. The baths are foniMd by * flmali circular 
building six feet in diameter, erected nvcr tlie point 
«)f diiiulmrge for the purpose uf Heeuring a steam- 
bath: tlie temperature of these is 160" and 140**. 
A change of tempecatore ia aaid to have octmired 
in the latter. 

The roeks in the vicinity are all tufa, and some 
uf the spring break out cloee to the cold water of 
the kke. Near the aqaeduet, a atone wall anr- 
rounds one of the principal outletfl. Two-tliirds of 
the area thus enclosed is occupied by a pond of 
warm water, and the other third is divided into 
two stone re<u;rvoira, built for baths. These baths 
had at one time a high reputation, and were a very 
fashionable resort for the society of Manilla; but 
their celebrity gradually diminished, and the whole 
premises hare gone out of repair, rad are fast 
ing to ruin. 

On Mount Maquiling, wild bnffidoes, hogs, a 



email epeeies of deer, and monkeys, are found. 

Birds are also very numeron?i, and among tliein ia 
the horn-bill: the noise made by this bird resem- 
bles a loud barking; report speaks of them as an 
excellent bird for the table. Our pentlemcn 
reached their lodging-place as the night closed iu, 
and the next day again embarked for Manilla, re- 
gretting that time would not permit them to make 
another vint to so interesting a field of xeeeareh. 
Tlicy found the lake r ugh that they were com- 
pelled to return, and remain until eight o'clock. 
This, however, gave our botanists another oppor- 
tunity of making collections, among which were 
beautiful specimens of volkameria splendens, with 
elegant scarlet flowers, and a brugmansia, which 
expanded its beautiful silvery flowers after sunset. 
On the shores a number of birds were feeding, in- 
cluding pelicans, with tlieir huge bills, the diver, 
with its long-ai cbed neck, herons, gulls, eagles, and 
snow-white cranes, with docks and other small 
aquatic flocks. Towards niglit tlu pc were joined 
by large bats, that were t*t»n winging their way 
towards the plantations of fruit. These, with quan- 
tities of in^rr-'o, gave a vivid idea of the wonderful 
myriads ui xuiiuiated things that are constantly 
brought into being ni tliesa tropical and hunitiant 
elimtiles. 

Sailing all night in a rough sea, they were much 
incommoded by the water, which was shipped into 
the baaca which kept them constantly bailing out; 
tliey readied the river Pteig at daylight, and again 
passed the duck establishments, and the numerous 
boats and bancas on their way to the markets of 
Manilla. Both the parties reached the coDsnlli 
the same day, highly pleased with tlieir reqwo- 
tive jaunts. 

On the morning of the 2l8t of January', we 
took leave of our friends, and got under way. We 
then, with a strong northeriy wind, and a native 
pilot on board, made all Mil to tiM aondl for Hbm 
Straits pf Mindoro. 
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On die evening of the 2l8t cf January, theVin> 

cennes, with the tender in company, left the bay of 
Manilla. I then sent for Mr. Knox, who com- 
manded the lattM*, and gave him directions to keep 
closely in com])any with the Vincennes, and at the 
same time pointed out to him places of rendezvous 
wlitre the vessels might again meet in case any 
unavoidable circumstaiice caused their separation. 
IvMUiore parttenlar in giving liim instmcUons 
to av«id iMtng sight of the Vincennesy as I was 



aware thai my proposed surveys might be impeded 
or fmstrated altogether, were I deprived of the 
aiisi^twice of the vessel under his command. 

On the 22ud, we passed the entrance of the Straits 
of San Bemadino. It would have been my most 
direct mute to follow these stndts until I had 
passed Mindoro, and it is, I am satisfied, the safest 
course, unless the winds are fair, for the direct 
passage. My object, however, was to examine the 
i gnwuid tev the braeftt of others, and ths Apo 
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SItoid, which lies about mid-channel between Pala- 
wan anil Miiuloro, t'laimed my first attention. The 
tender was deumtched to survey it, while I i>ro- 
eeoded in tlw Timemie* te auiniiM Um mom im- 
mediato cntmnre to the Sooloo Set, olf ^6 MNIlh- 
west end uf Mindoro. 

Calavite Peak it tfie BOrth point of Mindoro, 
r^Tii) o(ir observations made it two thousand feet 
iii^ii. This peak is of the shape of a dome, and 
appears remarkably regular when Been from its 
western side. On approaching Mindoro, we, as is 
usual, under higli nwads, lost the steady breeze, 
and the wind became light for the rest of tho day. 
Mindoro is a beauUful island, and is evidently vol- 
SMiie; it appeen as if thrown up fai cow^ised 
masses: it is not much settled, as the more soatheni 
islands are preferred to it aa a residence. 

On the 23rd, we ascertained tho elevation of the 
highest pesk of the island by trianguUtion to be 
three thousand one Irandred and twenty<dic fcet. 
Tfir « ;iPi-iTiiii: ■ t Island of the Palawan (^rniiji, 
Busvagan, was at the time just in sight from the 
deck, to the sooth- west. 

It had been my intention to nnchor at Amboloii 
Island; but the wind dit-d away before we reached 
it, and I determined to stand off and on all night. 

On the 84th, I began to experience the truth of 
what Captain Haloon had asserted, namely, that 
the existiti!' charts were entirely \v i fliless, and I 
also found that my native pilot was <jf no more 
value tiwn they were: he had evidently passed the 
place before; hut " fu tluT the w/.e of the vessel, 
HO mnch greater than any he had sailed in, con- 
fused him, or w hether it was from his inability to 
undiMeatand and to miJte himself understood us, 
be was of no nse whatever, sad two had the misfor- 
tune of ruimini^ into shoal water, barely escaping 
tho bottom. These dangers were usually quickly 
passed, and we soon foond emrsehres egafai flostiog 
in thirty or forty fathoms wafer. 

We continued beating to windward, in hopes of 
being joined by the Flying-Fish, and I resolved to 
finish the survey towards the isUnd of Semanra. 
We found every thing in a diffexeni posttian from 
that assigned it by any of tbedttirtS with wbich 
we were furnished. 

Towards evening, I again ran down to the 
south-west point of tlie island of Mindoro, and sent 
a letter on shore to the pueblo, with directions to 
have it put on board the tender, when she should 
arrire. We then began to heat round Semaiara, 
in order to pass over towards "PwHAy, 

The southern part of Mindoro is much higher 
than the northern, but appears to be equally rough. 
It is, bowerer, snaeeptibie 9t enltiTatioii,aiid there 
are many villages along its shores. 

Semarara is moderately high, and about fifteen 
miles fal ehreumference; it is inhabited, and like 
Mindoro, much wooded. According to the native 
pilot, its shores are tree from shous. It was not 
until the next day that we Hueceedcd in reaching 
Panay. I determined to pass the night off Point 
Potol, the nortfi end of Panay, as I believed the 
sea in its neighbourhoofl (n l<o free of shoals, and 
wished to ree>uuie our running survey early in the 
morning. 

At daylight on the 27th we oontinned the snrrey 
down the coast of Panay, and sneeeeded m cor- 
recting many errors in the exiRfiiig charts (both 
English and Spanish}. The chaimel along this 



side is from twelve to twenty miles wide, and j 
suitable for beating in ; little < on t nt is believed to i 
exist ; and the tides, as far as our observations t 
woDtySeemtoberegnlMFaadof NtOertreiifai. | 

The island of Panay is high and broken, parfirn- 
larly on the south end; its shores are thickly set- i 
tied and well cultivated. Indigo and sugar-cane 
claim ntuch of the attention of the inhabitants. 
The Indians are the principal cultivators. Tltey 
pay to government a capitation t-ax of seven rials. 
Its population is estimated at three hundred thou- 
sand, which I thbk is rather short of the actual 
number. 

On all the hills there ai'e telegraphs of rude con- 
struction, to give information of the approach of j 
piratical prahus from Sooloo, which formerly were 
in the habit of making attacks npon the defenceless 
inhabitants, and carrying them off into slavery. Of 
late ycazB they have ceased these depredations|,fofr 
the Spanterds have resorted to a new node of war* 
f ire. Instead of pursuing and punishing thr^ nffen- 
ders, they now intercept all their supplies, both of 
necessaries and luxuries; and the fear of this has 
had the eflbet to deter pirates from their nanal 
attacks. 

We remained off San Pedro for the night, in 
hopes of falling in with the Flying-Fish in the 

morning. 

On the moming of the 2f?th, the Flying- Fi^h w uh 
discovered plainly in sight. I immediately stood 
for her, fired a gim and made signal. At oeven 
o'clock, another g\m was fired, hut the vessel still 
stood oflT, and was seen to make Rail t<> the westward 
without paying any regard whatever to cither, and 
beiqg favoured by a breeze while the YiuoeniMe 
was becalmed, she stole off and was soon out of 
sight*. 

After breakfast we opened the bay of Antique, 
en wMeh is situated Hue town of San Jostf. As this 

bay apparently offered anchomge for vessels honnd 
up this coast, I determined to survey it; and for 
this purpose tiie boats were hoisted out and pre- 
pared for surveying. Lieutenant Budd was de- 
spatched to visit the pueblo called San Josi. 

On reaching the bay, the boats were scut to 
different points of it, and when they were in sta- 
tion, the ship fired guns to flunrfsh hases by the 
Bound, and angles were simultaneously measured. 
The boats made soundings on their return to the 
ship, and thus completed this duty, M that bk an 
hour or two afterwards the bay was eorrectly 
represented on paper. It offers no more than a 
temporary anchorage for vessels, and unless the 
shore is closely approached, the wator is almost too 
deep for the purpose. 

At San JoB< a Spanish governor resides, who 
presides over the two pueblos of San Pedro and 
San JoB^, and does the duty also of alealdeu 
Lieutenant Budd did not see him, as he Was 
absent, but his lady did the honours. Lieutenant 
Budd represented the puiKlo ;is cleanly and 
orderly. About fifteen soldiers were seen, who 
compose the governor^ guard, and mora were 
said to be stationed at fvin Pedro. A small fort of 
eight guns commands the roadstead. The beach 

* On my airlvsl at Shi8apote» this dmuBMsses wss la- 

ve»tigate<l by a court of inquiry. The resiih showed that 
Mr. Knox bad no knowledge of the ViDcennei having been 
scon ; fordwofflcerortliewstsh bad not tspoitsd te ktn 
the fact. 
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was found to be of 4im Totesnio Band, comBowd 
chiefly of oxid« of iron, tad eommiiiiited saelb; 
there is h«n also a ruaneow shore reef of conU. 
Tl\e plain bordering the sea is covered with a 
dense growth of cocoa-nut trees. In the fine 
aeaflon the bay b secure, but we were infomwd 
that in westerly and south-westerly gales heavy 
seaa B&t in, and ve^aels are not able to lie at 
anchor. Several small vessels were lying in a 
sraall river about one and a half mile to the 
southward of the point on which the foit is situ- 
ated. The entnnee to this tiver is veiy nanow 
and tortuous. 

Panay is one of the largest ishnAi of the group. 
We had an opportunity of measuring the hei^'lit of 
aome of its wetttem peaks or highlands, none of 
which exceed three tlMiuaad feet. The interior 
and eastern side have many lofty summits, whicli 
are said to reach an altitude of seven thousand live 
hundred feet ; but these, as we passed, were enve- 
loped in clouds, or shut out from view by the 
nearer highlands. The general features of the 
island are like those of Luzon and Miudoro, The 
higher land was bare of trees, and had it not been 
tat tiie nnmeroiw fertile Tulleys lying betweeD tiie 
shari) and rugged qmn^it would hafe had a sterile 
appearance. 

The bay of Antique is in latitode 10* 40' N., 

longitude 12r 59' 30" E. 

It was niy inteution to remain for two or three 
days at a convenient anchorage to enable us to | 
make short ezeniabiis mto the interior ; but the 
vexatious mismanagement of the tender now made 
it incumbent thjit I should iiuikt- very pobsible 
use of tlie time to complete the operations connected 
with the hydrography of this sea ; for I perceived 
that the duties which I intended should be per- 
formed by her, would now devolve upon the boats, 
and necessitrily expose both officers and men to 
the hazard of contracting disease. I regi'etted 
giving up thia design, not only on my own account 
and that of the expedition, but because of the grati- 
fication it would have afforded personal^ to the 
natnralists. 

Tlie town of San Jose- lias about thirty bamboo 
houses, some of which are filled in with clay or 
mortar, and plastered over, both invde and ont. 
Few of tboni are more than a single story in height. 
That of the governor is of the same material, and 
overtops the rest ; it is whitewashed, and has a 
neat and cleanly appearance. In the vicinity of 
the town are several beautiful valleys, which run 
I into the mountains from the plain that borders the 
I bay. The landing ia on a bamboo bridge, which 
has been erected over aa exlemdve mud flat, that 
' is exposed at low water, and prevents any nearer 
approach of boats. This bridge is about seven 
hundred feet in length ; and a novd plan has been 
adopted to preserve it from being can-ied away. 
The stems of bamboo not being sufticiently lar^e 
and heavy to maintain the superstructure in the 
soft mud, a scaffold is conatmeted jnst under the 
tnp, which is loaded with bloehs of large stone, and 
tlie outer piles are s«'i ur« d to anchors or rocks, 
with grass rope. The roadway or top is ten feet 
wide, eovered with split haroboo, woven together, 
and has rails on each side, to assist the passenger. 
This is absolutely necessary for safety ; and even 
with this aid, one nnaccostomed to it must he poa- 
MSMd of no little bodily strength to paM over this 



smoolli, siippeiyy and springy bridge* without aoet- 
dent. 

Two pirogues were at anchor in the bay, and on 
the shore was the franu uf a vessel which had ] 
evidently been a long while <m the stocks^ for the 
weeds and bashes near the Iteel w«n six or eight 
feet high, and a portion of the timbers were de- 
cayed. Carts and sleds di-awn by buffaloes were 
in use, and every thing gave it the appearance of 
a tliriviug village. Although I have mentioned 
the presence of soldiers, it was observed on landing 
that no guard was stationed about or even at the 
fort ; but shortly afterwards a soldier was seen 
hurrying towuds flie hrtter, in ihe act of dressing 
himself in his regimentals, and another running by 
his side, with bis cartridge-box and musket. In a 
litUe while one was passing up and down on his 
post, ns though he was as permanent theie as the 

fort ibself. 

After completing these duties, the light airs 
detained us the remainder of the day under Panay, 
in sight of the bay. On the 29th, at noon, wo had 
been wafted by it far enough in the offing to obtain 
the easterly breeze, whi^ soon became strong, 
with an overcast sky, and carried ns rapidly on 
our course; my time would not permit my In avinp 
to. We kept on our course for Mindanao during 
the wiMto mghty and were constantly engaged in 
B<)Uii«T:n<^, with our patent lead, with from thirty to 
forty liaiioms cast, to prevent our passing over 
I this part of the sea entirely unexamined. 

At daylight on the 3lBt» we had the island of 
Mandanao before us, but did not reseh its western 
cape until p. m. This island is high and broken, 
like those to the north <^ it, buty unlike them, its 
mountains are eovered with ftmnti to their very 
tops, and there were no distinct cones of minor 
dimensions, as we had observed on the others. If 
they do existy tiiey were hidden by the dense 
forest. 

* I had determined to anchor at Caldera, a sraall 
port on the south-west side of Mindanao, about 
ten miles distant firom Samboang^, where the 
governor resides. The latter is a considerahle 
place, but the anchorage in its roadstcnr^ ]^ mid to 
be bad, and the currents that run through the 
Straits of Barillan are represented to be strong. 
Caldera, on the other hand, ban a good, thou^ 
small anchorage, which is free from the currents 
of the straits. It fe therefore an excdlent stop- 
ping-place, in case of the tide proving unfavourable. 
On one of its points stands a small fort, which, on 
our arrival, hoisted Spanish colours. 

At six, o'clock we came to anchor at Caldera, in 
seven Ikdioms water. Iliere were few indioatlonB 
of inhabitants, except at and near the fort. An 
officer was despatched to the fort, to report the 
ship. It was found to be occupied by a few 
soldiers under the command of a lieutenant. 

The fort ia about seventy feet sc^uare, and is i 
built of large blocks of red coral, which evidently 
have not bMH taken frvm the vicinity of the place, 
as was stated by the oAleers of me fort ; for, 
although our parties wandered along the alluvial 
beach for two or three miles in each direction, no 
signs of eoral were observed. Many fragments of 
red, gray, and purple basalt and pnr;<liyry were 
met with along the beach ; talcose rock and slate, 
syenite, homblend, quartz, both compact and slaty, 
with dialcedoiVt were found in pieees and laxge 
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pebbles. Those who were engagctl in dredpng 
reported the bottom u being dt coral, in from 
four to eix or eight fatluniM ; bnt thie ww of 
a different kind from that, of wbieh the lott was 

constructed. 

The furt was built in the year 1784, prtndpally 
for protection against tbe Sooloo pirates, who were 
in the habit of visiting the settlemeuts, and carry- 
ing off the inhabitants as Hliive^^, to obtain ransom 
for them. This and others of the same descrip- 
tion, were flierefiHn ooMtmeied aa^aosa of refuge 
fur the inhabifamtiy m well m to offopd jtmleetion 
to veesels. 

Depretbilioiis are Mill committed, which render 

it nece""'wy to Itccp up a Rtnall force. One or two 
huts wiiicli wine tmeu in the ueighbourhood of the 
bay, are built on posts twenty feet from the 
ground, and into them thejr ascend bjr hidder^ 
wbieh are hauled up after the oeenpants have 

ent"r---i:l. 

Tliese, it is said, are the sleeping-huts, and are 
so built fur the |nirpo«e of preventing surprise at 
night. Befure our arrivjil we liad l)car<l tliat the 
villages wore all &o constructed, hut a vibit to ouc 
soon showed that this was untrue. The natives 
seen at the Yilhige w«ra thought to be of a decidedly 
lighter colour and a somewlwt difiierent expiression 
from the Malavs. Tliey were found to be very 
civil, and mure itoliahed in manners than otur gen- 
tlemen expected. On asking for a drink of water, 
it was brought in a glass tumbler on a china plate. 
An old woman, to. whom they hud presented some 
trifles, took the trouble to meet them in another 
path on their retnm, and insisted on their accepting 
a basket of potatoes. Some of the houses contained 
several families, and many of them had no other 
means of entrance than a notched poet stuck up to 
the door. 

The forests of Mindanao contain a great variety 
of trees, some of which are of large size, rising to 
the height of one hundred and one hundred and 
fifty feet. Seme of their trunks are shaped like 
buttresses, similar to those before spoken of at 
Manilla, from which they obtained broad slabs for 
the tops of tables. The trunks were observed to 
shoot up remarkably straight. Our botanical gen- 
tlemen, though pleased with the exeursion, were 
di&ippotuted at not being able to procure Hpecimeus 
from the lofty trees ; and the day was less produc- 
tive in this respect than they had anticipated. 
Large woody vines were C(Mnmon, which enveloped 
the trunks of trees in their folds, and ascending to 
their tope, prevented the collection of the most 
desirable specimena. 

The paths leading to tlie interior were narrow 
and much obstructed: one fine stream was erussed. 
Many buflfaloes were obaerved wallowing in the 
mire, and the woods swarmed with monkeys and 
numbers of birds, among them the hom-biltB : 
these kept up a continual chatter, and made a 
variety of loud noises. The forests here are en- 
tirely different flrom any we had seen cdsewhere ; 
and the stories of their being the abode of large 
btjas and poisonous snakes, make the effect still 
greater on those who viait them for the first time. 
Our parties, however, saw nothing of these reptiles, 
nor any thing to warrant a belief that such exist. 
Yet the ofiieer at the fort related to me many 
snake stories that seemed to have some founda- 
tien ; and by inquiriea made otsowhore, I leanied 



that they were at least warranted by some facts, 
though probably not to the extent tliat he ro- 
presented. 

Traces of deer and wild hogs were seen, and 
many birds were (jbtained, as well as land and seik 
shells. Among the latter was the malleus vulgaris, 
which is used as food by the natives. The Boil on 
this }>art of the island is a stiff clay, and the plants 
it produces are mostly woody; those of an herba- 
ceous character were scarce, and only a few orehi* 
deous epiphytes and ferns were seen. Arovnd the 
dwellings in the villages were a variety of vegeta- 
bles and fruits, consisting of sugar-cane, sweet- 
potato, gourds, pumpkins, peppers, rice, water aad 
musk melons, nil fine and of large size. 

The officer at the furt was a lieutenant of in- 
fantry ; one of that rank is stationed here for a 
month, after which he, with the garrison, consist- 
ing of three aoldieni are Mlieved, from Snm- 
b'langan, where tho Sponiarda have three com- 
panies. 

Samboongan ia a convict settlement, to which 

the native rogues, principally tliieves, are aOOti 
Tim Spanish criminals are sent to Spain. 

The inhabitants of the island of Mindanao who 
are under the aubjection of Spam, ate about ten 
thousand in number, of whom five or rix Aotiaand 
are at or in the neighbourhood of Samboangan. 
The original inhabitants, who dwell in the moun- 
tains and on the east floast, are said to he quite 
black, and are represented to be a very cruel and 
bad set ; they have hitherto bid defiance to all at- 
tempts to subjugate them. When the Spaniards 
make excursions into the interior^ which is seldom, 
they always go in large parties on account of the 
wild beasts, serpents, and hostile natives ; never- 
theless, the latter frequently attack and drive them 
back. 

The little fort is considered as a sufficient protec- 
tion for the fishermen and small vessels against the 
pirates, who inhabit the island of Badllan, which 
is in sight from Mindanao, and forms the southern 
side of the straits of the same name. It is said 
that al»(»ut seven hundred inhabit it. The name of 
Moor is given by the Spaniards to ail those who 
profess nie Mahoniedan religion, and by smdi all 
tlie islands to the west of Mindanao, and known 
under the name of the Sooloo Archipelago, are 
inhabited. 

The day we spent at Caldera was employed in 
surveying the bay, and in obtaining observations 
for its geo;;i-aphical position, and for magnetLsm. 
The flood tide sets to the northward and westward, 
dimogh the straits, and tho ebb to IIm eastward. 
In the bay we found it to run two miles an hour 
by the log, but it must be much more rapid in the 
straits. 

At daylight on the 1st of February, we got under 
way to stand over for the Sangboys, a small island 
with two sharp hills on it. One and a half mile 
from the bay we passed over a bank, the least 
water on which was ten fiathoms on a sandy bottom, 
and on which n vessel might anelmr. The whid 
shortly after failo^l us, and we drifted with tho tide 
for some hours, in full view of the iitend of Min- 
danao, which is bold and picturesque. We had 
thus a good opportunity of measuring some of its 
mountain ranges, which we made abODt three thott* 
sand feet high. 

In the afternoon, a light hveete eame from the 
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south-wtuit, aud before sunset I found that we were 
again on soundings. As soon as we had a east of 
twenty fathoms, I anchored for the night, judging 
it much better than to be drifting about without 
any kmnvlcdge of the locality and comiita to wbidi 
we were subjected. 

On the morning of the 2tid, we got under way io 
proceed to the westward. As the bottom was un- 
equal, I determined to pass tlirough the broadest 
channel, although it had the appearai ^ of being 
the shoalest, and sent two boats aheiid to sound. 
In this way we passed through, continuing our 
8ui*veying operations, and at the same time made 
an attempt to dredge ; but the ground was too 
nneven tar the latter purpose, and tittle of Talae 
was obtained. 

Shorlly after passing the Sangbo^'s, we had the 
island of So<iloo in sigtit, for whieh I now steered 
direct. At sunset we found ourselves within five 
or six milus of Soung Harbour ; but there \v;t9 not 
sufficient light to risk the dangers that might be 
in our courae, nor wind enoagh to command the 
ship ; and having no bottom where we were, I 
determined Jigaiii to nni out to seu, and anchor 
on the first bank I should meet. At half-past 
eight o'clock, wo struck Bounding in twenty-six 
fathoms, luul ancliored. 

At daylight we determined our position by angles, 
and found it to correspond with part of the route 
we had passed over the day before, and that we 
were about fifteen miles from the large island of 
Sooloo. Weif;hin» anclior, we were shortly wafted 
by the westerly tide and a light air towards that 
beautiful island, which lay in the midst of ita little 
archipelago; and as we were brought nearer and 
nearer, we came to the conclusion that in our many 
wanderings we had seen nothing to be compared 
to this enchanting spot It appeared to be well 
cultivated, with gentle slopes rising here and there 
into eminences from oik to two thousand feet high. 
One or two of these might be dignified with the 
name of mountains, and were snfndently high to 
arrest the pa.ssing clouds; t n thr afternoon of our 
arrival vvc had a siugnlar example in the dissipation 
of a thunder-storm. 

Although much of the island was under cultiva- 
tion, yet it bad all the freshness of a forest rei^ion. 
The many smokes on the hills, buildings of Im - - 
size, cottages, and cultivated spots, together with 
the moving crowds on the land, the pvahus, eanoes, 
aud fishing-boats on the water, gave (he whole a 
civilized appearance. Our own vcb^icl lay, almost 
without a ripple at her side, on the glassy surface 
of the sea, carried onwards to our destined anchor> 
age by the flowing tide, and scarce a sound was 
heard except the splashing of the lead as it soufjht 
tlie bottom. The effect of this was destroyed in 
part by ^ knowledge that tMa beantifal arehi- 
pelagn was the abode of a cruel and bai'barous race 
of pirates. Tow arda simset we had nearly reached 
the bay of Soong, when we were met by the 
opposing tide, which frustrated all our endeavours 
to reach it, and I was compelled to anchor, lest we 
should a^ain be swept to sea. 

The next morning at eight o'clock we got under 
way, and were towed by our boats into Vtte bay of 
Soung, where we anchored off the fnwn in nine 
fathoms water. While in the act of doing ho, and 
after our iutentions had become too evident to 
admit of n doubt, the sultan gcaeioaflly sent 



off a luessago giving us penoisisiou to enter his 
port. 

Lieutenant Budd was immediately despatched 
with the interpreter to call upon the datu mulu 
or governor, and to learn at wlnit hour we could 
see the sultan. When tlte officer reached the 
town, alt were found asleep; and after remaining 
four hours waiting, the only answer ho could get 
out of the datu mulu was, that he supposed that 
the sultan would be awake ftt three o'deek, when 
he thought I could see him. 

At the af^pointed time, Captain Hudson and 
myself went on shore to wait upon the sultan. On 
our approach to the towu, we found that a great 
proportion it was bnilt over the water on piles, 
and only connected witli the shore by narrow 
bridges of bamboo. The style of building in Soo- 
loo does not differ materially from that of the 

Malays, 'i'lio houses are nXtnet iaiger, and they 
siu-pasa the others in filth. 

We passed for some distance betw een the bridges 
to the landing, and on our way saw several piratical 
prahus apparently laid up. Twenty of these were 
counted, of about thirty tons biu^en, evidently 
built for sea-vessela, and capable of mounting one 
or two long guns. We landed at a small streamlet, 
and walked a short distance to the datu'a house, 
which is of large dimensions and rudely built on 
piles, which raise it abottt aix feet above the 
ground, and into which wo were invited. The 
hottse of the datu contains one room, part of whieh 
is screened iff r i f rm the apartment of his wife. 
Nearly in the centre is a raised dais, eight or ten 
feet square, under which are stowed all his valu- 
ables, packed in chests and Chinese trunks. Upon 
this dais are placed mats for sleeping, with cushions, 
pillows, &c.; and over it w a sort of oanopy, hung 
around with fine chintz or muslin. 

The dais was occupied by the data, who is, next 
to the sultan, the greatest man of this island. He 
at once came from it to receive us, and had chairs 
provided fbr tts near his sanctum. After we were 
seated, he again rrtirf d to his lounge. The datu 
is small in person, and emaciated in foi-m, but has 
a quick eye and an intelligent countenance. He 
lives, as he told me, with all his goods around him, 
and they formed a collection such as 1 could 
scarcely imagine it possible to bring together in 
such a place. The interior put me in mind of a 
bam inltabitedby a eornpuny of strolling players. 
On one side were hung up a collection of various 
kinds of gay dresses, here drums and gongs, there 
awofda, iMatems, spears, muskets, and small can- 
non; on another side were shields, bucklers, masks, 
saws, and wheels, with belts, bands, and long robes. 
The whole was a strange mixture of tragedy and 
fsirce; and the group of natives were not far re- 
moved in appearance ham tho Mipengimnenuries 
that a Turkish tragedy might have brought toge- 
ther in the green-room of a theatre. A set of 
more eowarmr<-looking miscreants I never saw. 
They appeared ready either to trade with us, pick 
our pockets, or cut our throats, as an opportmiity 
might offer. 

The wife's apartment was not remarkable for its 
comforts, although the datn spoke of it with much 

consideration, and evidently held his better half in 
high cbtimation. He waa also prou<l of his six 
children, the youngest of whom he brought out in 
its nurse's arms, and exhibited with much pride 
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and satisfaction. He particularly drew my atten- 
tko to its little higbiy>wronght wid splendidly- 

mrmnted kris, which was «tnrlf thrnTifrh it«^ pinllc, 
HH an emblem of his rank. He was in rcAlity a 
fine-looking child. The kitchen was behind the 
bouBiL ami ooenpied but a amall apaeeu for th«r 
bare nttto in flie way of food thai nqnuM mam 
pri p u ation. The lioiiaa of th* data m^bt jnatly 
be termed nasty. 

We now learned the reason why the sultan 
rrnlfl !if)t hp sern: it was Friday, the Mahomedan 
Sabbath, and he bad been at the moAque from an 
early hour. Lieutenant Bodd had been detained, 
because it was not known when ho would finish bis 
pmyers; and the ceremonies off flift dsy wan moiM 
important tlian nsnal, on aooount of its poenUar 
sanctity in their calendar. 

Word bad been sent off to the ship that tbe 
sultan was ready to rerpim nir, but the messenger 
passed us wlnlu on our way u> the shore. After 
we had been seated for tk while, the datu asked if 
wa wars ready to aeeompany him to see the sultan; 
bnt intimated that no one but Captain Hudson and 
myself could In pi miitted to set eyes on him. 
Being informed tlut we wercL be at once, and in 
oar |>reBence, slipped on bio rilken tronaets, and a 
new jacket, covered with bell-buttons; put on his 
slippers, strapped himself round with a lung silken 
net sash, into which ho stack his kris, and, with 
umbrella in hand, said he was ready. He now led 
the way out of his house, leaving the motley group 
behind, and we took the path to the interior of the 
town, towards the sultan's* The data and I 
walked lumd in hand, on a roadway about ten foot 
wide, with a small Btrearn running on each side. 
Captain Hudson and the interpreter came next, and 
a guard of six tmsty alaTOS brought up the rear. 

When we reached the outskirts of the town, 
about half a mile from the datu's, we came to the 
sultan'a residence, where ho was prepared to re- 
ceive us in stato. His house is oonstroeted in the 
oarae manner aa that of tlie data, bnt is of larger 
diraeusions, and the pil* -; are rather higher. In- 
stead of steps, we found a ladder, rudely con- 
structed of bamboo^ and rety enugr. This waa 8o 
steep tliat it was necessary to use the hands in 
mounting it. I tmderstood that the ladder was 
always removed in the night, for the sake of 
security. We entered at once into the presence- 
ehanber, where the whole divan, if soeh it may be 
called, sat in arm-chairs, r ronpving the half of a 
large round table, covered with a white cotton 
doth. On the oppoirite aide of tiie table, seats 
were placed for us. On our approach, the sultan 
and all his council rose, and motioned us to our 
seats. When we had taken them, the part of the 
room behind us was literal^ crammed with well- 
armed men. A few mimitea ware passed in ralenoe, 
during which time we had an opporturiity of l ok- 
ing at each other, and around the hall in which we 
were seated. The latter was of very common 
workmanship, and exhibited no signs of oriental 
magnificence. Overhead hung a printed cotton 
clotli, forming a kind of tester, which covered 
about half of the apartment. In other places the 
roof and rafters were insiblo. A part of the bonae 
was roughly partitioned off, to the height of nine 
or ten feet, endoeiug, as i was afterwaids told, the 
sultan's sleeping apartment, and tiiait nppro|^ted 
to his wifo and bar attendanta. 



The sultan is of tbe middle height, spare and 
thin; hb waa dresssd in a wbits eetton eAurt, looee 

trousers of the same material, and slippers; he had 
no stockings; the bottom of his trousers was 
worked in sooUope with blue silk, and this was the 
only ornament 1 saw about him. On his head he 
wore n small coloured cotton handkerchief, wound 
into a turban, that just covered the top of his head. 
His eyes were blaudsbot, and had an uneasy wild 
look, showing tbat lie waa vndor tin effects of 
opium, of which they all smoke large quantitif-a. 
His teeth were as black as ebony, which, with his 
bright obmy-eohMnad lips*, contrasted with bis 
swartl^ akin, gara Um any thijig bat n pleaaant 
ioolr. 

On i'le left hand of the sultan sat his two sons, 
while his right was occupied by his councillon; 
jost bebfaid libn sat Ha carrier of bis betel^rat 
casket. The casket was of filigree silver, about 
the size of a small tea-caddy, of oblong shape, and 
rounded at the top. It had three divisions, one 
for the leaf, another fur the nut, and a third for 
the lime. Next to this official was the pipe-bearer, 
who did not appear to bo held in aoeh aatimtion 
as the former. 

I opened tin conTsiaation by desiring thai tha 
datu would explain the nature of our visit, and tell 
the sultan that I had come to make the treaty 
which he had some time bafcM dfldrod to foms 
with the United States f. 

The sultan replied, that such was stilt his desire; 
upon A hich I told him, I would draw one up for 
him that same day. Wliile X was explaining to 
1^ tbe terms, a braaa candlestieli was bronght in 
with a lighted tallow candle, of a very dark colour, 
and rude slmpe, that showed but little art iu tbe 
manufacture. This was placed in the centre of 
the table, with a plate of Manilln L-igars. None of 
them, however, were offei txi to us, nor any kind of 
refreshment. 

Oor visit htsted nearly an honr. When wo 
arose to take our leav^ the saltan and Ida divan 
did the same, and w» mwla oar fliit villi low bowa 
on each side. 

I looked upon it aa n matter of daily occurrence 
for all those who came to the island to visit the 
sultan ; but the datu mulu took great pains to 
make me believe that a great favour had been 
granted in allowing us a skht of bis roler. On the 
other band, I dwsSt npon the eondcfloenrien it was 
on my part to visit him, and I refused to admit 
that I was under any gratitude or obligation for 
the sight of His Majesty the Sultan l^hammed 
Daraafiel Kifiand, Imt said tliat he might feel grate- 
ful to me if iie signed the ^eaty I would prepare 
for him. 

On our retam from the saltan's to the data 
main's boose, we found even a greater crowd than 

before. The data, however, contrived to get us 
seats. The attraction which drew it together was 
to look at Mr. Agate, who was taking a sketch of 
Mohammed Polalu, the sultan's son, and next heir 

to the thr<;ne. I had hoped to procure one of 

* Chewing the betel-nut aod pepper-leaf alto produces 
this effect, end Jsesiifed ts a gnat ezlent 

talanden. 

t The lultap. on ths tUH of ene ef oor i 
had IvfonDSd the MqieNSifO tlist he wished to encouraite 
oor troOo, and to sae lbs vssMb of ths Uidted aisiss Mcnbig 
to his port. 
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'Hhe tnUni, Imt tiito wm d«dlu!«d to Im fanpoeuble. 

The son, h nvcv r, h:ia all the characteristics of the 
S00I00& and the likeoess was thought an exeeUeat 
one. Mohammed Polalu is about twooty-tiuee 
years of age, of a tall slender figure, with a long 
face, heavy and dull eyes, as though he was con- 
stantly under the influence of opium. So much, 
indeed, was he addicted to the use of this drug, 
even according to the datu mulu's accounts, tliat 
liis stren^rtli and constitution were very much im- 
paired. As be is kept particularly under the guar- 
dianship of the dato, the fattter hae a s^ng 
interest in preserving this influence over him, 
and seems on this account to afford liitn every 
opportunity of indulging in this deplorable habit. 

Durinj;^ nnr visit, the effects nf a j ipr of thi^i drug 
was seen upon him ; for but a ahurt time after he 
had reclined himself on the datu's couch and 
cushion, and taken a few whiffs, he was entirely 
overoome, stupid, and listtese. I had never seen 
any one so young, bearing such evident markii of 
the effects of this deleterious drug. When but 
partially reeoveved from its effeetelM eanedfor hie 
betel-nut, to revive him by its exciting effects. 
This was carefully chewed by his attendant to a 
proper consistency, moulded in a ball about the 
size of a walnut, and then alipped into the mottth 
of the heir-appareut. 

One of the requests I had maue of the sultan 
was, that (he officer* might have gnidfle to pass 
over the ishuid. This was at once said to be too 
dangerous to be attempted, as the datus of tin in- 
terior and southern towns would in all probability 
attack the parties. I understood what this meant, 
and replied that I was quite willing to take the 
responsibility, and that the party should be well 
armed. To this the miltan replied, that he would 
not risk hb own men. This I saw was a mere 
evasion, but it was difficult and would be dangerous 
for our gentlemen to proceed alone, and I there- 
fore sdid no more. On our return to the data's, 
I gave them pemussion to get as far from the 
beach as they could, but I w :ih iifterwards infoitned 
by them that in endeavouring to penetrate into the 
woods, they were always stopped by armed men. 
Thi.s was alno the raof- when they approached par- 
ticular parts of the town, but they were not mo- 
lested as long as their rambles were confined to 
the beach. At the datu's we were treated to 
chocolate and negus m gilt-edged tmnibleraf wiUi 
email stale eakflfl^ whidi Iiad been bnqght from 
Manilla. 

After we had aet aome tfane I waa toformed diat 

Mr. Dana missed his bowie-knife pistol, which he 
bad for a moment laid down on a chest. I at once 
came to the conclusion that it had been stolen, and 
as the theft had occurred in the datu's house, I 
determined to hold him responsible for it, and 
gave him at once to understaud that I should do 
ao^ informing him that the pistol moat be returned 
befeie the next morning, or he nmat take the 
consequences. This threw him into some con- 
Btemation, and by my manner he felt that I was 
serious. 

The theft was so barefaced an affair, that I made 
up my mind tu iusist on its restoration. At the 
setting of the watch in the evening, it had been our 
practice on board the Vinoennes to fire a small 
brass howitzer. This frequently, in the calm 
evenhigi^ ptodueed • great reverbenrtioai and 



rolled along the water to the surrounding islands 
with considerable noise. Instead of it, m this 
evening, I ordered one of the long guns to be fired, 
bdieving that the eomid and reverhcmlion alone 
would suffice to intimidate such robbers. One was 
accordingly fired in the direction of the town, 
which ljuriy shook the island, as they sud, and 
it was not long before we saw that the rogties 
were fully aroused, for the clatter of gongs and 
voices tliat came over the water, and the motion of 
lights, convinoed me (hat the pistol would be forth- 
coming in the morning. Tn this I was not mis- 
taken, f 1 ut ( arly daylight I was awakened by a 
special messenger from the datu to tell me that 
the pistol was found, and would he brought off 
without delay ; that he had been searching for it 
&li night, and had at last succeeded in findmg it, 
as well as the thief, on whom he intended to inflict 
the bastinado. Accordingly, in a short time the 
pistol was delivered on board, and every expres- 
sion of friendship and good-will given, with the 
Strongest assurances that nothing of the kind 
diould happen again. 

Few if any nf the Sooloos can write or read, though 
many talk Spanish. Their accounts are all kept 
1^ VM davee. Those who can read and write are, 
ill coriRoqxicnce, highly prized. All the accounts of 
the duiu of Soung are kept in Dutch, by a young 
Malay from Temate, who writes a good hand, and 
apeaka £ngU8h, and wliom we found ezoeedingly 
useful to ne. He w the riave of the datu, mio 
employs him for this purpose only. Hi tuld us he 
was captured in a brig by the pirates of Basillan, 
and sold here as a slave, wheva he is likely to re- 
main for life, although he says the datu has pro- 
mised to give Itim his freedom after ten ^'ears. 

Horses, cows, and bn0klora are tbe beaeta of 
burden, and a Sooloo may usually be seen riding 
either one or the other, armed cap-a-pie, with 
kris, spear, and target, or shield. 

They use saddles cut out of solid wood, and 
many ride with thdr stirrups so diovt that they 
brin^- the knees very high, and the riders look 
more like well-grown monkeys than mounted men. 
The cows and buffaloes are guided by a piece of 
thong, through the cartilage of the nose. By law, 
no swiiie are allowed to be kept ou the island, and 
if they are bought, they are immediately killed. 
The Chinese are obliged to raiae and kill their pigs 
very secretly, when they desire that species of food; 
for, notwitlistaiiJItig the law and the prejudices of 
the inhabitants, the former continue to keep 
swine. 

The inhabitants of Sooloo are a tall, thin, and 
effeminate-looking race : I do not recollect to have 
seen one corpulent person among them. Their 
faces are peculiar for length, particularly in the 
lower jaw and chin, with high cheek-bones, sunken, 
lack-lustre eyes, and narrow foreheads. Their 
heads are thinly covered with hair, which appears 
to be kept eloselv cropped. I was told that thev 
pluck out their beards, and dyo thdr teeth bla^ 
with antimony, and some tile tbem. 

Their eyebrows appear to be shaven, formmg a 
very regular and bign aioh, whlsh they esteem a 
great beauty. 

The drf»8 of the common people b very like that 
of the Chinese, witb looBS and fttll eleeveai, without 
bnttons. The materials of wbidi it is mads are 
giaa»eh)lhs, td&M, eatina, or while eotton, from 
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ChiiiA. I shuuld judge from the appearance of 
their perauns, that they ought to be termed, so far 
m aUntiom fo, • (deaalj peopto. Tbelr is no oat- 
mupd TC8p««t or obeiaaiieo iliowii by Ao slave to 

hia master, nor is the presence of the datu, or 
even of the sultan himself, held in any awe. All 
appear upon aa eqnali^, siid diers does not seem 

to be any (•"ntrnllinjT power; yet it mny be at once 
perceived tliac they are suspicious and jealous of 
strangers. 

The Sooloosi, although diey ready to do any 
thing for the sake of plunder, even to the talcing of 

lifr, yrt are not disposed 'r< ]]--nv'l tnt-ir ill L^'iitAn 
wealth, and, with all their faults, cauuot be termed 
avaricious. 

They have but few qualitiefi to redeem their 
treachery, cruelty, and revengeful dispositions ; 
and one of the piincipal causes of their being so 
predominant, or even of dietr existence, is their 
inordinate lust for power. When they possess this, 
it is accompanied by a Imuf^hty, cons(M[viential, and 
oetentatious bravery. Mo grenter affront can be 
oAred to a Sooloo, than to undemite his dignity 
and official conscqnenco. Such an inmitt is seldom 
forgiven, and never forgotten. From one who lias 
made numeiroas voyages to these isUnda, I have 
obtained many of the above facts, and my own 
observation assures me that this view of their 
character is a coiTect one. I would, however, add 
another trait, which ia common among them, and 
that is eowardiee, whieh is obvioas, in spite of 
their boasted prowess and dainnp. This trait of 
character ia universally ascribed to them among 
the Spaniards in the Philippines, who ongfat to be 
well acquainted with them. 

The dress of the women is not unlike that uf the 
men in appearance. They wear close jackets of 
various colours when they go abroadyand the same 
losse breec hes as the men, but over them they 
usually have a large wrapper (sarong), not unlike 
the pareu of the Polynesian isliinders, which is put 
round them like a petticoat, or thrown over the 
shoulders. Their hair is drawn to the hack of the 
head, aud around the forehead it Ls sha\en in the 
form of a regular arch, to correspond with the 
eyebrows. Those that 1 saw nt the sultan's were 
luce the Iblays, and had lig1i( complexions, with 
very black teeth. The data thought them very 
handsome^ and on our return he unked me if I had 
seen the siidfan^ beauties. The females of Sooioo 
have the reputation of ruling their lords, and 
possess much weight in the government by the 
influence they exert over their husbands. 

It may be owing to this that there is little iea- 
lousy of their wives, who are said to hold their 
virtues in no very great estiniatimi. In their 
bouses they are but scantily clothed, though women 
of rsnk have always a large number of rings on 
their fingers, srmie of which arc of great value, as 
well as ear- rings of Hue fjold. Tliey wear no stock- 
ings, hut have .On Chinese B]i)>pers, oi* Spanish 
shoes. They are ss capable of governing as their 
husbands, and in many cases more so, as they 
associate with the slaves, from whom they obtain 
some knowledge of Christendom, and of the habits 
and customs of other nations, whieh they study to 
imitate in every way. 

The mode in which the Sooioos employ their 
time may be exemplified by giving that of the datu; 
for an, whether free or sbve» euMavonr to imitate 



the higher rank aa far aa ia iu their power. The 
datus seldom rise before eleven o'clock, unices 
they have some particular business ; and the data 
mum coroplunea of being sleepy in consequence of 
the eai'ly hoiur at which we had disturbed him. 

On rising, they have chocolate served in gilt 
gfaMBwarsy vmh some tight biscuit, and sweetmeats 
imported from China or Miinilla, of which they 
informed me they laid in largo iiu]>plies. They 
then lounge abont their hous^, transacting a little 
business, and playing at various games, or, in the 
trading season, go to the meeting of the Ruma 
Bechara, 

At sunset they take their principal meal, con- 
sisting of stews of fish, ponltiy, beef, eggs, and 
rice, prepared somewhat after the Chinese and 
Spanish modes, mixed up with that of the Malay. 
Although Moslems^ they do not forego the use of 
wine, aud some are said to indulge in it to a great 
extent. After sunset, when the sir has become 
somewhat cooled by the refreshinjij breezes, they 
sollv forth attended by their retainers to take a 
walk, or proceed to the baaasrs to purchase goods, 
or to sell or to barter away their articles of pro- 
duce. They then pay vista to their friends, when 
they are in the habit of having fiwqnent convivial 
parties, talking over their baigains, smoking cigars, 
drinking wine and liqueurs, tea, coffee, and choco- 
late, and indulging in their favourite pipe of opium. 
At times they are entertained with music, Imth 
vocal andinstramental, by theur dependants. Of this 
art they appear to he very fond, and there are 
many nmsical instruments among them. A datu, 
indeed, would be looked upott as uaedttcated if be 
could not play on some instrument. 

It is considered polite that when refreshments 
are handed they should be partaken of. Th««e 
offered us by the datu were such as are usual, Imt 
every thing was stale. Of fruit they are said to be 
very fond, and can afford to indulge themselves in 
any kinds. Witli all these articles to cloy the 
ap|)etite, only one set meal a day is taken ; though 
tlie poorer claaseB, fishermen and btbowen^ partake 

of two, 

'1 11. ^ \ ( rnment of the Sooloo Archipelago is a 
kind of oligarchy, aud the supi'eme authority ia 
vested in the sultan and the Rnma Beehara or 
ti-ading council. This consists of about twenty 
chiefs, eitlier datus, or their next in rank, called 
orsngs, who are governors of towns or detached 
provhices. The influence of the inJiviilu.il chiefs 
depends chiefly upon the number uf their retainers 
or slaves, and the force they can bring into their 
service when they require it These are purchased 
from the pirates, who bring them to Sooloo ai>d its 
(lei'endcncit's for sale. The slaves arc employed 
iu a vaiiety of ways, as iu trading prahus, in the 
peari and biebe-de-mar fisheries, and in the search 
after the edible birds'-nosts. 

A few are engaged in agriculture, and those who 
are at all educated are employed as clerks. These 
slaves are not deuied the ri^ht of holding property, 
which they enjoy during their lives, but at their 
death it reverts to the master. Some of them are 

Suite rieii, and what may appear stranse, tlte 
aves of Sooloo are invsmbly better off than the 
untitled freemen, \ li are at all times the prey of 
the hereditary datus, even of those who hold no 
ofH«^ stations. By all accounts these constitute 
a large proportion of tho population, and it being 
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trauon for aoy low-bom freeman to injure or mal- 
treat » iMiOf the latter, who are of a haughty, uver- 

bearing, and t^-rnnnical dispopition, wldom keep 
themselves within bouuUs in tlietr trc-vcnicnt of 
their inferiors. The consequence is, the lower 
class of fi'eemen are obliged to put themselves 
under the protection of some particular data, which 
guai'dn tht'in fi'ora the ciici-oachnirTit of others. 
The chief to whom tliey thus attach themaelves, 
faidiioed to treat them wdl, in order to letafai 
their Bcrvices, and attach them to his person, that 
he may, in case of need, be enabled to defend him- 
self frMB depredathniai and the violenea of his 
neighbours. 

Such is tlie absence of legal restraint, that all 
find it nccoBSJiry to go abroad armed, and accoin- 
pauied by a trusty set of followers, who are also 
armed. This is the case both by day and night, 
and, according to the datu'a account, frequent 
afli'nys talve place iu thu open streets, which not 
linfr*qiiently end in bloodshed. 

Caution i» never laid aside, the only law that 
exists bcinj; that of force ; but the weak contrive 
to balance the power of the strong by uniting. 
They have not only contentioos and strife among 
dieraselvesi, hat it was stated at Manilht that tlw 
mountaineers of Sooioo, who are said to be Chris- 
tianSy ooeasionally make inroads upon them. At 
Sooioo^ Irowever, it did not appear that they were 
tinder much apprehension of these attacks. The 
only feai' I lieard expressed was by the sultan, in 
my interview with him ; and the cause of this, as 
1 have already stated, was probably a desire to 
find aa exeuae for not afTording ns noilities to go 
into the interior. Within twenty years, however, 
the reienins sultan has been obliged to retire 
witlun his torts, in the town of Sooko^ whioh I 
have before adverted to. 

These people are hostile to the Suoloos of the 
coast and towns, who take every opportunity to rub 
them of their oattle and proper^, for which the 
mountaineers seek retefiation wb«i they have an 
opportunity. From the manner in which the datu 
spoke of them, they are not much regarded. 
Tlirough another souree I leaznt that the moun- 
taineers were Papuans, and the original inhabitants 
of the islands, who pay tributo to the sultan, and have 
aelillOWledged his anthority, ever since tliey were 
converted to Islamism. Before that time they were 
considered extremely ferocious, and whenever it 
WAS practicable they were destroyed. Others Kpeak 
of an original race of Dyacks in the interior, but 
there is one cirBumataaee to satisfy me that theve 
is no conndcnce to be ])Iaced in this aceoottt, 
namely, tiiat the island is not of sufficient extent to 
aeeommodate so numevons a populatioa aa some 
ascribe to it. 

The forts connst of a double row of piles, filled 
in with coral blocks. Tliat situated on tlic east 
side of the small stream may be said to mount a 
few gims, but these are altogether inefficient ; and 
in a;iiitli' r, on tlie west s' !i , v'hich is rather a rude 
embankment than a fort, there are some twelve or 
fifteen pieces of large calibre ; but I doubt very 
much if they had been fired off for years, and 
many of the houses built upon the water would 
require to be pulled down before these gun.s could 
be brongbt to bear upon any tiling ou the side of 
the hay, supposing them to be in a good condition; 
a little futhier to the east of the town, I waa in< 



formed thef had a kind of stockade, but none of us 
were permitted to see it. 

According to our e.stimates, and the information 
we recoivi d while at SckiIoo, the island itself does 
not cont.ain more than tbir^ thousand inhabitants, 
of which the town of Soung may have six or seven 
thousand. The whole group may number about 
one hundred and thirty tiunisand. I am aware, 
however, that it is difticult to estimate the popoJa- 
tion of a half-eiviliced people, who {nvariably ex- 
aggerate their own strength ; and visiters are like- 
wise prune to do the same thing. The Chinese 
comprise about an eighth of the population of the 
town, and are generally of the lower class. They 
are constantly busy at their trades, and intent upon 
making money. 

At Souug, business seems active, and all, slaves 
as well as masters, seem to engage in it. The 
absence of a strong government leaves all at liberty 
to act for themselves, and the Ruma Bechara gives 
unlimited freedom to trade. These circumstances 
promote the industry of the commnnity, and even 
that of the slave, fur he too, as before ol^rved, 
ha» a life interest in what he earns. 

Soung beinff the residenee of the sultan, as well 
as the grand aepAt fiir all pimtieal goods, is proba- 
bly Tinn-i: i.f a innrt than any of tlir' Furroundiog 
towns. In the months of March and April it is 
visited by several Chinese junks, who remain 
trading until the b"c:^r.i iinu: of themontli of August. 
If delayed after that iiioe, they can scarcely 
return in safety, being unable to contend with the 
boiaterous weather and head winds that theamre* 
vail in the Chinese seas. These junks are said to 
ccLiM' i hiefly from Amoy, where the cottons, &c., 
best suited for the Sooloos, are made. Their ear- 
gosa eonsbt of a variety of articles of Chinese 
manufacture and produce, such as silk, satin goods, 
cottons, red and chocked, grdss-clotli clothing, 
handkerchiefs, cutlery, guns, ammtmition, opium, 
lumber, china and ^an-waci^ fice, sugar, m1, lard, 
and butter. Tn reinm for this merehamiae they 
obtain camphor, birds'-nests, mttans, biche-de-roar, 
pearls and pearl-shells, cocoa, tortoise-shell, and 
wax ; but tiiere is no great quantity of these arti- 
cles to be obtained, perha|>8 not more than two or 
three cargoes during the season. The trade re- 
quires great knowledge of the articles purchased, 
for the Chinese and ^oloos are both such adepts 
in fraud, that great caution and circumspection are 
necessary. 

Souns Road offers good anchorage; and supplies 
of M lands may be nad in abundraoe. Beef is 

cheap, and vegetables and fruite at all seasons 
plenty. Our observatiojis placed the town in lati- 
tude V N., longitude 120^ 66' 61" E. 

On the 6th, having conclnded the treaty and the 
other business that had taken me to Sooioo, we 
took our departure for the Straits of Balabac, tlu- 
westetn entrance into this sea, with a fine breeze 
to the eastward. By noon we had readied the 
group of Pangootaataang, eoinisting of five small 
isbmds. All of these are low, covered with trees, 
and without lagoons. They pvesented a great con- 
trast to Sooioo, which was seen behind us in the 
distance. The absence of the swell of the ocean 
in sailing thniugh this sea is striking, and gives 
the idea of navigatmg an extensive bay, on whoee 
luxuriant islands no rarf breaks. There are, bow- 
ever, sources of danger thai incite the navigator to 
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watcbfulueflB and coaittant aoxietjr ; the hidden { 
diMkltMidnab,aiidtlM«ra0por thft tid», which 
leave him no control over his veasel. 

Throu|;h the night, which was exceedingly dark, 
we B<)uudr 1 ( Very twenty minttte^i, but found no 
boUom: and at daylight on the Jthg we made iha 
idMids of Ckgayan Sooloo, in btftnde 7* 9' 80^ N., 
longitude 118'' Sf K The tide or current was 
paflning the islands to the west^eouth-wcBt, three- 
qmiiers of a mile per hoar; we had soimrlju^r-) of 
seventy-five fathoms. Cagayan Sooloo has a plea- 
sant appearance from the sea, and may be termed 
a higli island. It is loss covered with under- 
growth and nuuurrove-buahes than die neighbour- . 
mg islands, and tne reelh are eonparetively ttnall. 
It has fallen off ui importance; and by comparing 
former accouuUi with those I reeved, and from 
its present aspect, it wooM Mom tbftk it has de- 
creased both in population and products. Its caves 
formerly supplied a lar^e quantity of edible birds'- 
nests; largo numbers of cattle were to be found 
upon it; and its cultivation was carried on to some 
oztamti. These artieleB of comroeree are not so 
much attended to at the present time, ar.rl the 
btoho-de-mar and tortoise-snuU, formerly brought 
hither, are now oaxried to other places. There is 
a sninll anrhorrige on the west side, but we did not 
vi&it It. Tlieie are no dangers near these small 
islands that may not be guarded against Our 
awff^ oxtended only to their size and situation, as 
I denned it nqr dutgr to devote ell flie mniinder 
of the time I liad te euM to llie Stnito of Ba- 
kbeo. 

At 9 A.H. of the 90if we made the Mangsee 
Islands ahead of us, and likewise Balabac fn tlie 
□ortli, aiid Balambangau to the south. Several 
sand-banks and extendve reels were also seen 
between tbem. On aeeing the ground on which 
we had to opeimte, of wMen fte {mbfished charts 
gi\ e n I i L a wliatevrr, T determined to proceed, 
and take a central position with the ship uuder the 
Mangsee Islands; but in order not to lose time, I 
hoisted out and dropped two boats, under Lieute- 
nant PeiTy, to survey the first sand-bank we came 
to, whicli lic^ a few miles to the eastward of these 
islands, with orders to effect this du^ and johi me- 
at the anchorage, or find a shelter under the lee of 
the islands. 

At half-past 2 p.m. we anchored ne&f the reef, 
in thirty-six lathoms water. I thought myself 

fortunate in getting bottom, as the reefs on closinr^ 
with them seemed to iudicate but Uttle appearance 
of it. 

The rest of the day was ifent m pvepwing the 
boats for our operations. I now felt the want of 

the tender. Although, in the absence of this ves- 
sel, great exposure was necessary to effect this 
survey, I found both offleers and men eheerftal and 
willing. The parties were organized, — the first to 
proei^d to the north, towards Balabac I bland, to 
survey the intennedktte shoals and reefs, under 
Lieutenant EmmoDS and Mr. Totten; the second 
to the south, under Lieutenants Perry and Budd; 
and ^Ir. Haniniorsly for the survey of th:; hlioals 
of Balambangau and Banguey, and tlietr reefs. 
The examinawon of the Mangsee Islands, juid the 
reefs adjacent, with the astronomical and mnnjictic 
observations, Slc, devolved on myliieif and those 
who remained on board the ship. 
The weather waa watehed with uutieiy, and 



turned out disagreeable, heavy showers and strung ' 
winds prevailing; notwithstanding, the boats were 
despatched, after b^g as well protected against it I 
as possible. We flattered onrseWes that these ' 
extensive reefs would produce a fine harvest of | 
shells; bu^ although eveary exertion was made in 
the aeardi, we did net add as many to onr eoUee- 
tions as we anticipated. Some land-shells, how- ' 
ever, were found that we Uttle expected to meet 
with, for many of the trees were coveted with 
them, and on cutting them down, laige ^nantities 
were easily obtained. Mr. Pcale shot several j 
birds, among wliieli was a Nicobar jiigeon; some ; 
interesting plants and corals were also added. On 
the island a faurge quantity of drift>wood waa famai, 
which with that which is growing affords ample 
supplies of fuel for ships. No fi-esb water is to be 
had, except by digging, the island hoog Iwt « few 
feet above high-water mark. 

Although the time was somewhat unfavourable. 
Lieutenant Emmons and party executed their 
orders within the time designated, and met with i 
no other ohatnielioDS tlian the ineteniency of the \ 
weather. This was not, however, the case with 
Lieutenant Perry, who, neai' a small beach on the 
island ef Balambangan, encountered some Sooloos, 
who were disposed to attack him. The natives, no 
doubt, were under the impre^ion that the boats . 
were from some shipwrecked vessel. They were 
all well armed, and apparently prepared to take 
advantage of the party if possible; but, by the pru- i 
dence and f irl enrance of this officer, collision was 
avoided, and his party saved from an attack. 

The island of Balambangan was obtained from 
the So<iloos for a settlement and place of deposit, 
by the East India Q>mpany, who took possession of 
it in 1773. Its situation off the northern end of 
Borneo^ near the fertile district of that island, its 
eentral poeition, and its two fine ports, offiHred 
great advantages for comnn vi'c. .njil ^ i- its becom- 
ing a great entrepot for the richea ot tliis archi« 
pelago. Troops, and stores of all kinds, were sent 
from India; numbers of Chinese and Malays were 
induced to settle; and Mr. Herbei't, one of the 
council of Bencuolen, was appointed governor. It 
bad been sappoeed to be a healthy place, as the 
Island was elevated, and therefore ptvbably free 
from malaria; Int in 1775 the native troops from 
India became much reduced ftum sickness, and the 
post consequently modi weakened. Th!a,with the 
nbc;.-,,cf f>f the cruisers from the harbour, afforded 
a fuvourablu opportunity for its capture; and the 
wealth that it was supposed to contain created an 
inducement that proved too great for the hordes of 
marauiHng piratCM to resist. Choosing their time, 
they rushed upon the sentries, put them to death, 
took possession of the guns, and turned tbem 
against the garrison, only a few ef whom made 
their escape f>n boarr! of n ■^mrill vr^=rl. The booty 
in goods and valuables was said to have been very 
large, amounting to neariy torn hnndied thoneaad 
pounds sterling. 

As the principal objects of my visit were to as- 
certain the disposition and resources of the .Sooloos 
for trade, and to examine the straits leading iiito 
flie Sodloo sees, in order to Ikdlitate the eoramirai^ 
cation with China, by avoiding on the one hand the 
eastern route, and on the other the dangers of the 
Pabiwan Passage, it may be as well to give tfie 
xeault of tlie latter inqniiy. 
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The difficulties in the Palawan Passaj»e arising 
from heavy »em and frasb gales do not exist in tbe 
Sooloo Sea, nor are the fliluMb eo numerous or so 
dangerous. In tbe place of storms and rough water, 
smooth seas are found, and for most of the time 
moderate breezes, which do not subject a vessel to 
the wear and tear experienced in belong up against 



tk inoiiBooii, 

The Stnuts nf "Ralabac may be easily reached, 
either from Sittga{K]re, or by beating up along the 
westeni abne of Borneo. When tiie aindts are 
reached, a vessel by choosing her time may easily 
pass through them by daylight, even by beating 
when the wind b ahead. Once through, the way is 
clear, with the exception of a few cor&l lumps; the 
ticcasional occurrence of the north wind will enable 
u vessel to pass directly to the shores of the island 
of Piuiajr. A fair wind will ordinarily prevail a Ion;; 
that island, and, as T have already mentioned, it 
may be approached rloFt ly. The passage through 
to uie eastward of Mindoro Island may be taken in 
prefiMrenee to tiiat on the west side through the 
Mindoro Strait, and thus all the reefs aiid shuals 
will be avoided. Thence, the western coast of 
Luzon will be fbUowedtotiie north, as in the old 
route. 

I do not tliink it necessary to point out any par- 
ticular route through the Sooloo Sea, as vessels 
most be guided chKflj as the winds blow, but I 
would gwenlly avoid approaehinj^ the Sooloo 
Islands, as the currents are more rapid, and set 
rather to tbe southward. Wherever there is an- 
fHumgSf ft wonid be adviaaUe to anchor at night, 
as much time might thnsbc savr c^, nnd a knowledge 
of the currents or sets of the tides obtained. Per- 
haps it woold be as well to caution those who are 
venturesome, that it is necessary to keep a good 
look-out, and those who are timid, that tliere does 
not appear to be much danger from the piratical 
pialra^ unless a vessel gets on shore ; in tbM ease 
It win not be long before they will he seen 
icg in the horl/v ii in lar^L- iiuiul ers. Ti> conclude, 
1 am satisfied tliat under ordinary circumstances, 
to psss thtotigh tile Soidoo Sea will shorten by 
several days the passage to Manilla or Canton, and 
be a great sav ing of expense in the wear and tear 
(>f a ship and her caavass. 

On the 13th, we passed near the lorntion of the 
Viper Shoal, but saw nothing of it. it b, there- 
fore, marked doubtful on the chart. As I had but 
little time to spare, the look-outs were doubledysnd 
wo pursued otrr covtse throughout tbe nigh^ sound- 
iiig a» M v ent era; lUiteeD minutes; Imt notiiing 
met our view* 

On the lltth, we made Pnto Aor and Pulo Pe- 
daog, and aiTivinp off the Straits of Singapore I 
hove-to, to await daylight. In the morning at dawu, 
we found ourselves in close company with a Chi- 
ulac junk. Tho lUth, until late in the afternoon, 
we were in tlie Singapore Straits, making but slow 
pngress towards this emporium of the east. The 
of native as well as foveign vessels which 



we pa-ssed, proved that we were approach inp: some 
great mart, and at 6 P.M. we dropped our anchor in 
Singapore lloads. Here we found the Porpoise, 
Oreg(»n, and Flying-Fish, all well: the two former 
had arrived on the 22nd of January, nearly a month 
before, and the latter three days previously. Before 
eomeluding this chapter, I shall revert to their pro- 
ceedings rinee our separetion off tbe Sandwich 
Islands. 

The instructions to the brigs have been hereto- 
fore given; but it may not be amiss to repeat here 
that the object in detaching them was, that they 
might explore the line of reefs and islands known 
to exist to the northward and westward of tiha 
Hawaiian (rroup, and thence continue their course 
towards the coast of Japan. Had they effected 
the latter object, it would liave given important re- 
sults in relation to the force of the currents, and 
the temperature of <he water. It was deairaUe, if 
possible, to a.scertain with certainty the existence 
on tbe coast of Japan of a current similar to the 
Gulf Stream, to wbidi my attention had been par* 
ticularly drawn. 

The first land they made was on the Ist of De- 
cember, 1841, and was Necker Ishind. Birds, es- 
pecially the white tern, had been seen in numbers 
prior to its announcement Necker Island is 
apparently a ma-ss of volcanic rocks, about three 
hundred feet high, and is destitute of any kmd of 
vegetation, but eovered with guano. It is sur- 
roundcd by a reef, three miles fii m \vhich found- 
ing were obtained, in twenty fatlioms water. The 
furious surf tint was beating on all sides of the 
island, precluded all possibility of a landing being 
made. By the connected observations of the ves- 
sels, it lies hi Icogitodn 164* 37' W., and latitude 
2T 44' N. 

Tbe French-Frigate Shoal was seen on the 8rd; 
the weather proved ba<l, and they were unablo to 
execute the work of examining this reef. The sea 
washreaiclttg fbrfonuly upon tt. 

On the 7tn, the Maro Keef was made in latitude 
26° 24' 2»" N., longitude 170° 43' 24 W. Bottom 
was found at a distanoe of four miles from the reef, 
with forty-five fiithoms of line. On the «t!i, thry 
passed over the site of Neva isle, as laid down 
by Azrowamidi, hut no indicalians of land were 
seen. 

On the 11 th, Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold 
determined, on account of the condition of the brigs, 
and the continuance of bad weather, it was impos- 
sible to keep their course to the nortiiward and 

westward towards th const < f .T.ipnn: he therefore 
hauled to the southward, which waA much to be 
regretted, and followed so very nearly in the same 

track as that pursued by the Vincennes, towards 
the Cliina seas, that nutliiug new was elicited by 
them. 

After a passage of iifly-eix dap« from the 
Sandwich Islands, they dropped tbeir anchors in 
SinOTore on the 10th of Januaty, 19^ all well. 
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Wb found at Stnmpore a collection of shipping, 
of variona abei^ mm the tiny coekboat to to* 
stately and «dl«ibniwd laAamaa, from the vaal 

hulk-like junk to the light and skipping sampan*. 
Not oaly were a great part of the vessels of a 
iiov«l dsMriptkniy uak weir national flags were 
equally strange. Many of the latter were now 
seen by us for the first time, and were displayed 
in various ways ; Bonie flew at each masthead, 
others floated from horizontal yardn, while themore 
civilized nations were di8tirir;ui;slu 1 by ensigns 
pendent from the peak. 

The variety in the ^jrle of paint and ornament 
was eqwlly gxmt The Chinnee mnte exhibited 
their iir ctied Fides painted in curved streaks of red, 
yellow, and white ; the Siamese ships, half Euro- 
pean in ■tmetare md model, showed huge carved 
st^ms ; and these were contrasted with the long, 
low, and dark hulls of the prahus and the opium- 
smuggler. The two latter classes perhaps excit«d 
the greatest attantioii, in coaseqaence of the war 
Ihvf ne een tt wi B Hy earrying on against the property 
and lives, as ^^e]I !\s the morals and law%ei tlie 
natives of the surrounding conntries. 

It is difiBoidt to ewtimalyt the average number of 
vessels that arc tn be spen in the roads of Singa- 
p<ffe; for on some days they appear crowded, while 
on others they are oomparattvely empty. While 
many veme l a are eontuiaa4j airiving and d^art- 
ing, the Cliinew jimln alone appear as fixtures; 
morn than fifty of thcia were coutitcd, with sails 
unbent, yards housed, and rudders tmhuog, in 
which etate they reaemUe floating shops, wherein 
are offered for sale assortments of every article 
produced or manufactured in the Celestial Empire ; 
samples of which, by way of sign, are to be seen 
hanging about them in all directions. These junks 
make no more than one voyage a year, performing 
their passage in eitiier dirMtioo dning the fiivoms 
ingmonsooo. 

Unlike other ports, the water p w e cnte at first so 
many objects to attract the attention, that the land 
and town remain unnoticed until the cnrioaty in 
relation to those which are afloat is satiafied. On 
turning to view the town, its situation appears to 
be low, as well as that of the island on which it is 
boilt. The highest point of the latter is not more 
than five hundred feet above the level of the aea, 
and eventUi elevation la distant, ao that there is 

• The sanpaa !■ a light and aasy-pnUing boat, uwd at 
SiDgBpocetesHqr pMseagm te mi tamOm dri^vteg la 



nothing to render the scenery pictureaqm^ nor has 
it mneh of tlie character that is stvlM OMsntaL 
The dfotant jungle, however, rdleTed by the white 

portions of buildings in the European style, fur- 
nishes a landscape pleasing to the eye. These 
buildings seem to be upon the very beach, while a 
hill in the rear is crowned by thr dwelling of the 
governor, near which is the Hag-Btalf. The inter- 
vening space is filled with buildings, whose style 
holds an intermediate plaoe between that of £o- 
rope and that of the Chinese and MaUys, neitiier 

r)f\vh:L-]i |ir>:iloTiiinate8 so much aS fO ^TO itS dto* 
tinctive character to the scene. 

The stranger, aflersadMwiBgiB tiio rmtt, itmct 
long before ne discovers the point at which the 
river discliarges itself; for one continned stream of 
boats, sampans, and prahus, is seen lanAng to a 
point in tlie beach, where the entrance is partly 
concealed from view; neither can he be long igno- 
rant how large a concourse of various races is here 
assembled. Our ship was crowded from an early 
hour with tailors, sboemolken, waahevwamen, and 
venders of curiosities. The latter brought shells, 
birds of paradise, ouHikeys, parrots, eorals, and 
mate. Without board wre were innumerable 
buml nats, brin|Tinf» for sale fresh bread, eggs, milk, 
ciiickenM, aud ducks, both alive and cooked, fish, 
frixit, and vegetables. All sued piteonsty for per- 
miasioB to come alongside, and made a prodipoas 
dalfer. The fsalares, dress, and language (?tbe 
venders were as various as the artidi s tin y }i:id to 
sell; and they agreed only in the common cha- 
racter of a dark skin. The speeimSB thns pre- 
sented of the population of Singapore prepared os 
for the eight of the motley group we were to 
meet on shore. 

At Singapore I bad the pleasure of renewing mv 
acquaintance with Utt. Balestier, our worthy consul. 
To him, his la ly, and his son, we are under many 
obligations for their kind treatment and attention. 
Mr. Bal«tier fa so weU known among mn of 
science in the T'nitrd ?tatpR, it would be needless 
for me to say that from him I derived much in- 
teresting information relative to the place, its com- 
merce, &c., for which I here offer my acknow- 
ledgments. He was extensively engagied in the 
cultivation of sugar, on a plantation of one thou- 
sand acre^ within two miles of Sin^wore, nearly 
half of wmoih was under oidtiTalion. Tfait «rtent 
of ground he has by hfa aaerticng r<?clainipl 
from the jungle, and it Inds fair to repay the 
labour and expenm he haa incurred in clearing 
and hriaiging it into cnttivation* He is tlm fitat 
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person who has attempted the cultivation of sugar 
mt &ngKame, and for his suocmb he was awarded 
the gold niedAl of the Gabutte Agtiflaltunl 

Society. 

Ab we pasaad tfanragh die Teasels with which 
the roads were crowded on our way to the shore, 
the hum of voices was plainly audible, particularly 
from the Chinese junks, whifh seemed not unliive 
a homaii hive. On reaching the mouth of the 
rfver, as was to he expected, uie «M»wd tidekeDed, 
and the way became more and more obstructed, 
until we were fiairly januned among the sampans, 
witli their erowded popnJation. The river does 
not exceed two hnndrpd and fifty feet in width. It 
is shallow at its mouth, and passes tliraugh the 
eentre, or ralhop dividee the old from the now 
town ; these are connected by a wooden bridge. 
As far up as the bridge, which is about one- 
third of a mile from the entrance, the river 
is of vazioaa widths, and its banks liave been 
ovrefttlly btttit up miSk stone, having steps oc- 
casionally for the convenience of liuiliti^ fn tn 
the boats. A hurge popuUtion is on the river, 
dwelfing hi tiie sMupans, whiefa are all eiowded 
with men, women, and children, the latter naked, 
and frolicking in and out of the water at plea- 
sure. These boats are ranged in rows on each 
side of the passa»;e toNvards the bridge, and are 
confined by stakes stuck m the bottom. As may 
be well imagined, there are frequent aooidents 
and misadventoref^ that «all for the exercise of 
the lungs of this erowded ranltitade, yet during 
the many opportunities I had of viev.mg them, 
both by day and night, I have seldom seen a set of 
people apparently so eottlented. 

We hill led at the bridge, noar ^^■hioh is the 
office of our consul, in a krgo quadrangular build- 
ing, one side of whieh fitces the river. The terms 
of old and nriv town premise a difference of archi- 
tecture as well as inhabitants, which they amply 
fulfil. The formsroeeoptes the south-west or lef^ 
hand side of the river^ aiid eidiibits aloiig the. quay 
a fine row of stoeooed cn> chunamed warehonses. 
Tliii lower story of the greater part of these ia 
an arcade supported by pillars at short distances. 
They are only two stones high, devoid of archi- 
tectural ornament, hut arc convenient buildings 
for the trade. On the right are to be seen th<^ 
huildmgs appropriated to wft govemmenk oflloe.H 
Tho=;-- are f<itiiated on an extensive parade-ground, 
siuiided witii a few Hue trees. The houses lmvin>r 
ex^Dsive portieoes, and being adorned with flowers 
in lat|^ vases, have lather an elegant appearance, 
bnt this is in part dissipated on a nearer approach. 
They are usually enclosed with low walls, sur- 
moonted by iron railinss, within which are small 
llsiNr*gwraettB» that do not, however, display 
much taste. 

The bridge which connects tlte two towns is by 
bat the moat attractive pUioe in Shigapore, for the 
constant passing and repassing across this thorough- 
fare makes it particularly amusing to a stranger. 
The consul's rooms were to situated as to command 
a free view of this moving panorama. The number 
of Amatic nations that frequent Singapore is said 
to be twenty f ur, consisting of Chinese, Hindoos, 
Malays, Jews, Armenians, Parsees, Bugists, be- 
aidas Europeans. The variety of eoetume ex- 
hibited may tlicrcfore be easily imagined, and 
afforded opportunities for inquiry as well as amuse- 



ment. The bridge was particularly tluonged 
daring the first day of our visit, for it was » holip 
day, both witli the nnd Unhomedam of 

llindoobtan. 

The trades, as is osoal in the East, are earried 

on in the streets, and carpenters, blacksmiths, tin- 
ners, butchers, bakers, tailors, barbers, crockery 
and opium sellers, and coffin-makers, are to be met 
in sueoassion. Money-changets are to be found 
here and there, and mtfgt wdl-8ii|Hp6ed shops are 
not wanting, although their narrow and couti-acted 
fronts give no reason to anticipate their eustenoe. 
That of Whampoa, onr comprador, was one of the 
largest, and it gave a better idea of Noah's ark 
than of any thing else, presenting a mixture of 
living animals, with every thing that is required for 
the artificial wants of tlie shipping. In front were 
all the varieties of ship stores tliac China and 
Europe could furnish ; and in the rear were poul- 
tE^.pigiBj sheep, and pigeons, in pens and cages, 
win yanoDS parrots, eoekatooe^ and monkeys, while 
quantities of gecso and ducks were accommodated 
beneath with pools of water. Between the live-stock 
and the grooeriea were large quantities of vege- 
tables and fruit, besides lots of bread, flour, and 
dough ready for the oven. The noise occasioned 
by the eabUing, bellowing, crowing, and bleating, 
with the accumulation of filth, surprised as well iis 
disgusted ; for although it was reached at every 
tide by the water, yet there was ample necessity 
for the use of brooms and shovels. The Cbinsee, 
though cleanly in theh* persons, are fitr from heing 
80 in their general habits, if wo may judge from 
those that I have met in the places we have 
visited. 

On landing, that which impresses a stranger most 
skoni^y, is the great variety both of costume and 
of moe. Almost every person tliat is eneountered 
appears different from his predecessor, so that it is 
some time before it can bo decided which nation 
predominates; but on reaching the old town, this is 
no lonffer doubtful, for the Chineee an soon found 
to be »e most mimeroas. 

The variety of religious sects also soon become 
evident. All have their places of worship, and 
enjoy the froe enuniM of their religion, so that in 
passing around, the m<»que of the Mahomedan, the 
temple of the Chinese, aud the churches of various 
r hristian sects, nvc met with in their turn. 

The number of spoken languages is such as to 
recall the idea of Babel, and to excite a desire to 
learn the cause of such a collection of nations. 
Illia is pvrtlly to be found in the favourable com- 
meretid site of Singapore, on the great highway 
between the eastern and western nations, and in 
the protection afforded to all by its being under a 
European power, but ohiefly in the &et of its being 
a free port, in every sense of the word. All are 
allowed to visit it without any question beiug asked; 
pirates of auy nation may xofit here, and no doubt 
frequently do. without any molestalion, so long an 
they keep the peace. 

I was much struck with the apparent absence of 
either police or military force; but after amne in- 
quiry, I was satiBfied, by the order and gen«»l 
•juiet of the multitude, that there must be acoutrol- 
ling power within reach, and found the policemen 
under the aemUmoe of Persians, easily distinguish- 
ablc by tlieir neat and cleanly appearance. They 
are generally better dressed than the body of the 
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inhabitants, and are to be known bjr their red and 
black sashes, and tarbancd head^. Without the 

precincts of the town, a regiment of Sepojs, six 
bandrod strong, and officered by finropeans, is sta- 
tiaoed. Then MWto be teen habited like Engfiih 

soldiers, in close-bodied red co.-itii, thnn which a 
more inappropriate drees in such a climate as this 
can scarcely be imagined. 

The island of Singapore is componed of red clay, 
sandstone, and in some places granite. The locality 
of the town appears to have been a salt-marsh, 
with a narrow strip of rocks and sand near the 
beiMh. In oouMquonoe of its npid inerease, they 

ar<> Vmrn'rin'Tiv; now fu f^ll u.(> tlio low ground 
with the surplus earth taken from the surround- 
ing hills. 

TIio highest point of Singapore is called Buhit 
Tiuia, and does not exceed, it is said, five hundred 
feet in elevation. Although this height is but 
•even miles dtstant firom tb» town, I was told it 
has never yet been visHed by a fSoropean and sel- 
dom by natives, i n ;u t nntof the obstructed nature 
of the intervening country; there are a few small 
Uddag or fdimtical establishments (the two names 
are Rynennnnns here, for when the people arc not 
engaged ui the one, they are in the other), on the 
north and west end of the island. The length of 
the island is twenty-seven miles, and its greatest 
breadth is fifteen. It iscUvided from the peninsula 
by the old strait of Singapore, so I tn;^ followi d by 
navifpMMttS, for reasons it is now difficult to surmise, 
when Ae tbanif wid^^ and esfe diannel was open 
to them, which is now altogether used. 

The botany of Singapore ia far frnm lieing 
thoroughly known, notwidistanding so many s -ien- 
tifie expeditions have visited it; nor is it likely to 
become so very soon, infested as the woods are 
\*'ith tigers. It ia remarkable that before the 
island was inhabited, tigers did nut exist in it, 
ahhongh there were great nambers of them In the 
prninaula opposite; and it is said that they have 
only made their appearance here within the last 
six or seven years. Indeed, one of the reasons as- 
signed for its selection, was the absence of this 
ferocious animal, and of the wild elephant. It is to 
be presumed, therefore, that the tigers come in 
sesreh of food, by swinuning over the narrow straits. 
Some fifty persons have beni killed by tbem within 
the last two years, within two miles rf tho coiitre of 
the town, and two hundred in all are reported as 
having beeome viettms to these beasts. Criminals 
and thieves were formerly in the habit nf rai-npiiif^ 
to the woods or jungle, but of late yeaib tlim has 
not been nMonpted by them. 

The government, in consequence of the attacks 
of tigers becoming so frequent, and of the jungle 
being so much infested by them, ofT) r- d a premium 
of one hundred dollars for every tiger's head that 
should be brought in. This indneed large parties 
to hunt them; but since the government have re- 
duced the reward to fifty dollars, this daring buai- 
ness has not been fbllowed; not, however, firam any 
scarcity of the animals, for they now frequently 
seize men working in the immcKliate vicinity, but 
because the sum is too smsUtolM Stta^WfEMOtliDir 
the risk and trouble. 

■ The soO of the Ishmd is n stiff yellow kiam, in 

which thr Kiitmrr^, rnffee, black pepper, chocolate, 
and gamboge (garcinia), grow to a great extent. 
The thiw fint Hftn w be fmunluAf well 
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adapted to the climate and soiL The cultivation 
of sugar is attended wi^ snceess. Captain Seott is 

planting the durian, which, independently it^ 
fruit, yields a timber hi^ly valued for ship-build- 
ing. This gentleman has hn BtmMnras finent tvees 
standing' nn bis plantation, many of which are of 
large dimenaious, being full one hundred feet in 
he^t These eoosisted chieflj of species of 
quereos, myrtaoeffi, melastomacese, and rabiaceee. 
The undergrowth is almost impenetrable, on ac- 
count of the vast number of creeping plants which 
intertwine and clasp around the trees. Two spe- 
cies of nepenthe (pitcher-plaots) were fotandin As 
swamp, which wen preserved tad bmiglit to 
United States. 

Fruit seemed t» be very abundant* ami 
said, that there are one hundred and twenty 
kinds tliat can be served as a dessert : among these 
are pine-apples, nmngoeteens, melons, bananas, 
oranges^ &c The pineapples are reauurkaU^ 
fine, and not in the met acid; in proof of which, 
they do not turn the knife blnok in cuttin;^ them, 
and to eat them is considered wholesome at all 
boon. The season for this fruit was just coming 
in at the time of our nrri val, and large boat-loads 
were seen lying at the quay. They aire usually 
planted akmg the roadnde, and though, wfaen 
small, rather stiff-looking, yet when foU-nown sod 
in bearing, they are a pretty object. Of all the 
plants we saw, the nutmug requiira .nii'1 i '>ceives 
the greatest care. The trees are planted in w- 
ehards, and while yonng have a sort of aclKNir 
erei^ted over them, to pvaieet them from dm m- 
tical rays of the mm. 

The gambeer (nauclea) also claims much of the 
attention of the cultivator: it is a low-sized tree, 
or bush, of no beauty. Its bark is used for tanning, 
and it is said to bo the most powerful a8tring> m 
known for this porpoae. It is to be seen in the 
shops in Ae fonn w a powder, of a reddish biewa 
colour. We did Tint li am how thh was prepared, 
or how it wft« used; it appears, however, to be is 
great demand. It is occasionally tiscd by the 
Chinese, with their betel-nut, of which there h a 
great consumption here, although it is not sold in 
the streets, as at Manilla; but quantiUes of the 
nuts see seen for sale in the market. From tiie 
leaves also a powerftil a s t ringent is obtained by 
boilinp. 

The gamboge tree is also cultivated here, but 
mure extensively on the ahoces of the straits than 
at Sing^Mce^ and is a raj eoosidendile artiole of 

trade. 

The ride outside of the town to the hills is plea- 
sant^ nsssing through plsntations leaded with fmit, 
and we ur at sn euly hoar of the noming is 

filled with a spicy fragrance. The vivid green of 
the woods and grass is also remarkable, and con- 
tmnss itooQghout the whole year, for sesreely a 
day passes but a refreshing shower fall?'. The 
roads are thus kept free from dust, and at all times 
in good order. The usual mode of conveyance is 
in a palanquin, which is capable of containing two 
persons. The cooley, or Hindoo who attends his 
horse, usually riu. ■ 1 y the side of the palanquin, 
and seldom tires. The charge for one of these 
conveyances Is a dollar, wheSier for a whole era 
part of a day, and a douceur is paid to the cooley 
according to the time he has been employed.. The 
palanfafai Is a my esnfeoieDt vehicle, and Hi ass 
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is absolutely necessary during tbo heat of the day, ; 
to shield the stranger from the baming ra}^ of th<> 
son. These cooleys will ran all day through it 
without any inconvenience. They are principally 
from the neighbourhood of Madras, and are gene- 
rally about the middle size, thiu, and muscular. 

We found, on our arrival, the whole of this 
motley populatioiii engi^ed in a foatiTal. With the 
Chinese it was that of the New Year, and with the 
Hindoo Mussulman the feast called " Marama," or 
the search for and flndfaig of iIm gnndehildren of 
Muhamed. The Chinese, on such occasions, give 
tliemsclvcB up entirely to gambling; and the first 
day and night I was on shore, this part of the town 
m^t bo oonsidered as a vast gambling-<hop. 
During ^SbSb holiday they are anoweoto gamble as 
Timcli they I'li'iisc, Tiut wliat restriction is put 
u^Q the open indulgence of gaming at other times, 
I did not loam, baft from appeanaoea I dionld 
suppose it was not very severe. 

Tlie extent to which gaming carried by the 
GUneec could not fail to astonish any one who had 
not been brought up to it. It was extraordinary 
to aeo all engaged in such an exciting vice; ana 
to watch the different individuals was amusing. 
Graming was going on in every shop, and frequently 
in each parttenhr oocner, nnaer the oolbnnadet, in 
the bazaars, and at the comer of almost cvrry 
street a variety of games were playing. Of several 
of these I had nolmowledge; some were performed 
with cards, and others with dice. The stake 
seemed generally to be in small copper coin, called 
pice, about five bimdred to the dollar, each of 
which ia valued ai three cowries; but although 
llda wtm ^nsoal hettSng coin, the atahe was some- 
times silver, aiW at (iim a to a considerable amount. 
Those who have not seen the Chinese play, have 
never witnessed the spirit of gambling at its height; 
their \sh siquI is staked witli their money, how- 
ever Hmall It may be in amount, and tliey appeared 
to me to go as earnestly to work as if it hiad been 
for the aalety of thmr lives and fortnnes. 

Almost vtwy one has fbrmed to himself an idea I 
of a Cliineae; but to bo well known, he requires to 
be seen on his own soil, or where he is in inter- 
course with his eountrymen. The different indi- 
viduals of this race seemed to us to have a strong; 
resemblance to each other, and aUhough this may 
in part be owing to similarity of dress, it is also 
due to their bodily conformation. The flat chest, 
in particular, b peculiar, at least to the labouring 
class. All of them seem active ami attentive to 
their basineae, of whatever kind it may be, and as 
flur as onftwsrd expression and aetion go, as harm- 
less as lamb^. It is somewhat remarkable, that 
the very sign which was put upon them by their 
Tartar conquerors to mark them as a subdued 
race, should now have become their national boast; 
for nothing seems to claim a Chinaman's attention 
so much as his long (jueue, and the longer and 
Uaoker it is the more it appears to claim his admi- 
mtion. We fVwqtiently saw it touching the very 
heels, and tici! at thr vwA noatly with a bit of 
riband. On great occasions this hangs down to ite 
ftlU length; but at other times, being somewhat in 
the way, it is ■vvonnd up on the back of the head. 
I have heard it asserted, that the Chinese never 
become bald or gray; but this opinion seemed to 
he enoneoaii^ from whnt I saw in this smaU com- 
mnmty. 



InduRtriouR habits of the people. 
Mode of celebnUing Uit new year. 



The Chinese is at all times to be found indus- 
triously employed, except when gambling ; and 
were it not for this latter propensity, and his de- 
sire of cheating foreigners, has probably as few 
vices as exist in any other race. Wherever he is 
found, peace and quietness seem to dwell; he moves, 
and has been moving for ages in the same pntlL 
and prefers all his own ways to tiuwe of the rest m 
the world. Wr sa w the Chinese in some pleasing 
lights, and Nvure much struck, on these festival oc- 
casions, I y tticir nttantion towards their children, 
and the fondness and invwishlie kindnnsB with 
which they were treated. 

Before ceasing to speak of the Chinese, I shall 
give a brief description of their mode of celebrat- 
ing the New Year, although it was difficult to fol- 
low it, and still more so to understand its full 
meanin^p. The ceremonies consisted chielBy of 
processions, both by bight and day, in whieh the 
whole Chinese population seemed to be engaged. 
The grand one bore a sort of silken temple, which 
was carried on the shoulders of several men, with 
batttters before and behind it, having Chinese cha- 
meters on tiiem, and of most gandy colours. 
These were preceded by music, if such it could be 
called, consistiug of cabals and gongs, on which 
every performer strove to strike with his ntmest 
force, and, if possible, oftener than his neighbour. 
Noise they at least created in perfection. This 
procession was occasionally Joined by smaller ones, 
and the whole seemed to iSovA both to the crowd 
and actors as much amusement as it did to us, to 
whom it was altogether new. During the night, 
and particularly on that of the 2l8t of February, 
the last day of their year, the illuminated prooee- 
sions were curious, as well as amusing, and were 
exceedingly numerous. Soiue of them were to 
be seen in every street at the same tim^ and no 
Booner had one passed than others were seen to 
follow, all burr)'iag along as if there were some 
goal to be reached. The illumination proceeded 
from lanternaofaUeohMin^aizeaj and shapes. We 
saw also the pr oe c s sl on of juvenile horsnnen, eott> 
sisting altogether of childx't ti. E;u'h of them bore 
the fore and hind parts of a horse in Buch a manner 
that the child represented the rider. These munic 
|i "l^ti^^n8 of the quadruped weromndc of impcr, nnd 
liluuunated. The effect was that of a miniature re- 
giment of cavalry. Others were repr e s e n ted ss if 
on the badui of fisb, that seamed to swim along in 
the crowd. Some of ^ ebildren wers not more 
than two years of age, and the oldest not more than 
five or six. They wore all fantastically dressed, 
and some smeng fliem in European oostmne, which 
had a grotesque effect among the more appropriate 
dresses uf the east. They were kd about, preceded 
by music, such as it was, of gongs and cymbals; 
and all passed by on a dog-trot« Towards the close 
of the evening, some of the children had attendants 
on each si-h', Nvho cairit il tlie poor little fatigued 
creatures along, many of whom were nearly, if nut 
quite asleep. wThenemr this procession halted, 
the Chincsf would load them with cakes and dulces, 
and showed a kindness and attention truly pleasing. 
The most extraordinary exhilnlian of the evenii^ 
was an immense illuminated sea-serpen^ whieh we 
all thought fully equalled, in size and movement, 
the famous New England one, and agreed in other 
rsneets tolerably weU Nvith its description, ias he 
had «t bitarvsls uifs bumps of th« shape 911 n«nnU 
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cask. These were in fact lanterns, supported by 
poles, and connected together by white cotton ov 
gauze, which was here and there coloured. The 
head of the monster was of larf^e dimensions, with a 
wide-extended muutb, showing it^ fiery tm^ue and 
rows of sharp tt'tth. The movements of the ser- 
pent wero well managed, and its ffyrationa, twist* 
ings, and windbiga or«r the people? lMiida,gftve it 
a formidable look. It appeared as if in search of an 
illominated globe, representing the old year, as the 
aerpcot is supposed to typify the new one. It was, 
from time to time, permitted almost to seize the 
globe, which was then hurried away, upon which 
the ponderous jaws would come together with a 
crash, and then the serpent would hurxy onward 
again in hot pmwiit. I was fold fhat tt swallowed 
the globe at the expiration of llie year, but I did 
not speak to any one whu saw the finale. The 
figure of tliis 8^-rpent was from eighty to one hnn- 
dred feet in leiifjth, and two feet in diameter. 

During this closing scene of the festival, all the 
Chinese houses were open, and the josh-houses and 
idols ilinminated with wax candlos, and docked 
with flowers and tinseL 

Theatrical exhibitions were at the same time 
going forward in many places ; open sheds are 
erected for this purpose, where Han eshibitioii wss 
entirely gratuitous. The actors, I was told, are 
})aid by a general subscription, which also provides 
for the other expenses uf the spectacle. These 
sheds are closed on three sides, but open on that 
which faces the street. The stage is raised about 
BIX feet ahovu the street ; the whole is ) it deco- 
rated with silk haqfpngB, and banners with many 
inscriptions, and ilhuniDated with edouied hmps. 
The stage, which was by no means of large sizr-, 
was occupied by a table and two chairs. The dia- 
logue was in a kind of recitative, with an sceom- 
paniment performed by beating with two small 
sticks on the bottom of a copper kettle of the 
shape of a coffee-pot. The person who performed 
thu dn^ appeared to direct all the spectaelOf as 
prompter and leader of the orchestra. Tlie otiier 
musical instrument un r tin ^ ng, cymbals, and a 
kuvl of hautboy, the lioles of which are not ar- 
ranged with any view to produce hsmionioas 
sounds. The dresses of the actors were very rich, 
and the feiuolea were represented by young men 
or boys. The male characters were for the flUWt 
part masked, bnl not the female; the former gene- 
rally had long hiack and wliite beards. The prin- 
cipal part i f tin (i ji fi rniauco seemed to consist in 
attitudinizing, and appeared to interest the aodi- 
enoe^ as it did ns, although aeeording to our ideas 
it was not suited to the words or sentiment ; fnr 
Instance, during a pathetic part, whilst the actor 
was shedding tt-ars, he would suddenly throw up 
one leg, and almost kick himself on the nose ! The 
acting, upon the whole, was, to oxa notions, in a 
mock-heroic style ; but this might have arisen 
from our not being able to compretiend the mean- 
ing, for the other spectatorB seemed greatly in- 
terested. There w:is something, however, which 
.there was no difHeulty in our understanding, and 
this was the fighting. 11 k two combatants draw 
their swords or handle their Spears, and begin 
turning round poking at each other without clo- 
sing, when suddenly ono runs off ; the other, 
after haring evidently informed the audience that 
he is the TiBtor, tiien makes his «ul^ aeeooipaiiied 



witli n Tno°t tremendous noise from both thr masic 
and audience. After the performance had closed, 
it was vith difhcul^ vuA I could determine 
whetlier it had been comedy or tragedy : wliiefa- 
ever it was, it was mingled with still raulting 
somersets, t.ut wlieel motions, ;unl casting tliem- 
selves about, indifferent as to what part they fell 
on, in modes wUeh I may truly say, I had 
never seen aorptmed, dther in mnsenmr aetioa 
or agility. 

The convicts sent to Singapore are employed 
upon the public works; and a large prison in the 
suburbs of Singapore is provided for their safe- j 
keeping at night, or when not at work. I waa not ' 
able to ascertain their exact number, but I befim / 
it amounts to some flfteen hundred. 1 

The market was well filled with venders, bo ronch , 
so, indeed, that the passages throngh it are ren- i 
dered narrow and tortuous; the priaeipnl artidc 
for sale was fish, fresh and dried, and prawns. 
This kind of fish i» numerous and abmidont^ The 
part of the market where they are sold is built 
over the water, and being furnished with n hian 
flooring, flie filth is easily got rid of. Th« hatcher- 
meats consistf (1 f r 11" most part of pork, which is 
raised in lai^e quantities. Fowls and ducks were 
also very mnneroiM. A number of eggs were seen 
with the shell broken, to exhibit the dear! rliirl:en, 
and others that were rotten, in wluch state they 
were favourite food of the Chinese. Vegetable} 
and dried fruits were aleo in gruit abundance; 
these hitter were imported from China. Of vege- 
tables, there were lettuces, onioMs, parlic, sweet- 
potatoM^ and large quantities of germinating ziee^ 
which is sold for phraling. Of the quantities cT 
fn --li fniit it is almost impossible to give an ade> 
quato idea, and they are all of fine kinds, many of 
which 1 had never before seen. 

The bazaars form the general resort of those 
who frequent the market Every avenue, arcade, 
or veranda approaching it is filled with money- 
changers, and small-ware dealers, eager for eelfipg 
ESuropean goods, C h i nc ee toys, and maiij otter 
attractive curiosities. It is M' i r^s^iry to bo rarffbJ 
in making even the siuallest otfers, for althoogfa it ^ 
may be bat half or a fourth of what is asked, it is | 
instantly accepted. The money-chatigers «eom to 
be a peculiar class; they are much darker in 
cohmr than the rest of tiiis singular throng, and 
are seen sitting cross-legged on Uieir tabie% mth 
extennve rouleaux of copper coin, heaps of oowtie- 
shells, and some silver. 

The Malay population dwell chiefly in the 
suburbs, or what uw termed the Malay villages. 
The Malays seem to bear the palm for idleness 
among the common people, and are rarely found 
engaged in any steady employment, preferring 
those that are either light <nr of a roving chnraeter. 
They engross the ocenpation of the drivers of 
palanquins, are stron;' ntid actl\e, rtnJ wlU n:n a 
great length of time and distance, in a hot and 
opprearive day, se emingly witiMmt ineoiiveiiienM. 
Those of the laftcr si rt who STO more wealthy, 
indulge in many luxuries, particularly in dreas. 
They usually wear mnstaehsa, which are alwaye 
neatly kept, and occupy no small portion of their 
attention and time; and, contrasted with the white 
turban, with its band of scarlet and gold, lias a 
particularly pleasing effect, with their swarthy 
akhis. On holidays they are to hs met witt im 
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their Mtow-wliite raiment, thrown over a richly- 
embroidered coloured vest, fitting tight to the body, 
wHh loose truuaers, tied just to meet their embroi- 
deved slippers at the MMe. 

The moflt distingoishcd men as to looks are the 
Armenians. Although few in Dumber^ yet they 
have nnieh influence ftam flieb wealtfi; they are 
an exceedingly handsome race, dress after tlie 
English fashion, and generally speak English or 
the Portuguese fluently. Some of them, that I had 
oecaaion to .visit, were extremely courteous, but 
•poke ef Ae faihftbitaiits of Sinn^Ktre g^erally as 
ot a low class. Tho ArTumian ttmsoh H one of the 
finest buildings in the place. 

Pareeei en Bot mmietous at Singapore, but they 

ranlv araonp; t^io most wen!thv of its inhahitnnts. 
'Iht-y lire dretsbed partly after the Eastern and 
partly after the European fashion. They excited 
our atteation m bemg wondiipaeni of fiie^ which 
they venerete as emblematioil of the Dntj. They 
a»e of various °liai!i:s nf ci.iluur, niid generally more 
robust and portly than the other raoes. lianj of 
them speak the EnriUh hngnage. 

Some persona, who were said tr> hr- Arabs from 
the east coast of Africa, were also pointed out to 
me, who were quite different firom all the other 
races. They had what would be termed woolly 
hair, with hirge wfflskers, and one of them was 
remarkable for liin large blubber lips. Their com- 
plexion did not strike any of us as being mueh 
daiAerthaii AatoftheHinAwsorMahiyt. Tlidr 
face T^'as long, and the do.sp by ni mr:inR promi- 
neut: one of Uiese had a strange appearance about 
bis head, and it was some time before it was dis- 
covered that it was nwinr^ to his brard and whis- 
kers, which were iong, being m gray and black 
stripes. Although it was undoubtedly done by 
soBM artificial prooeoi^ jret it aeemed ^nite jmp 
tural. 

Individuals of the CatTre tribe, from fhn east 
coast of Africa, were al»o met with; and it is e&id 
that there are many of them in Hindoostan, whither 
they have been carried by the English from Mo- 
zambique ; but they are rarely met with so far 
east as Singapore. They r we ni bled those seen by 
us at Rio, thousli we had no opportmiUy of identi- 
fying them by Oiew tattooing. 

Oue of til' ni ist amusing incidents that occurred 
during our stay at Sinmpore, was a visit to a ship 
of tiie khig el CoeUn-Chfaia, wbidk we made by 
express invitation. The whole trade of Cochin- 
China is a monopoly in the hands of the king who 
owns the ehipe, which likew! e o mpoee part of his 
navy. They arc built after the European model of 
some half a century back. The vessel that fur- 
niahed it belonged to France, and was wrecked on 
their ooart many years ago» after which mission a- 
ilee and artiaaiia were aeut out hf Louis XVI., 
who taught them many of the arts of Europe. '11 10 
outward form of the old French ship appears to 
have been pretty well imitated, but the stern is 
more elabomtfly crtrvpd and ornamented with 
gilding. The internal arraugements also show a 
great variation from the model, and in them the 
notuMis of the Coehin-CaiiiMee pcevail, unmixed 
with tbciee of Europeans. The two shipe were 
about five hundred t< jis l urden; they are very 
roughly bnilt, have huge stems, and exceedingly 
thick Mee. Indeed^ every thiuff on board is un- 
i^ghtlj, and 1^ HIm work is of mo rudest deaozip- 



ti'tii, givini; no very high idea of the proficiency of 
the mechanics of Cochin-China. 

These vessels have a middle-deck, which ia 
pierced for gnna. The eabm, tnto whidi we were 
shown, had a josh-temple, rnul \yhh josh-sticks 
burning. There were two cabins; that under the 
poop liad small fooma^ and was very low between 
decks. There were no fixtures, but simply a mat 
to lio on. The binnacle ia a bed of aaud, in which 
the compass-box is set for security; and a number 
of amallj eoloured atieka wore atuek into the aaud, 
wUdi were represented to be mariten, hj whieh 
the way f f vessel was noted. A manuscript 
chart, which the captain took great pride in exhi- 
biting, was shown us. This was ovidently a eopy 
of an English one, but all the names wrm in 
Chinese. The crew bad a decided Malay look, and 
were small men; they are in form stout, but are 
not athletie. There didnot appear to be auy mix- 
ture of raees among them. As we passed around 
the deck, \v(- (iL-ervi'd a ycivly c-f fivu rtrsixof the 
meo engaged in gambling with cards, in which 
th^ were ao mueh engrossed, that they heeded not 
the command of their officers to desist and make 
room for us. This vessel was fumisti^ wiUi 
rattan-cables, whieh wen exceedingly wdl midei. 
The wheel for steerii^ appeared odd, on acooont 
of its small size, and the helmsman sits when he 
lakes his trick. Ou either side of the deck, just 
abaft the foremast, there is a cook-house, formed 
of a huge hoc of earth, about tfiree feet above tiio 
rlnck, in which a few large stones are wt to nq** 
port their earthen cooking vessels. 

The officers and men have but a small pittance 
of pay. The captain, for instance, I was tnid, re- 
ceived only three doUara a month. A supercargo 
or factor is appointed for each voyage, and is obli- 
gated to do all the bnnmwas for hw master, and 
take charge of ihe whole eommerebi enterprise 
without receiving any nf the profits for the aueeess 
of the undertaking; he is also held to be responsi- 
ble, and his property is accountable likewise for 
any depreciation in tbe f^rfigu market; and if any 
suspicioiis (all upon him of mismanagement, he is 
sure of the bastinado on his return. The eonae 
quence is, that the king of Cochin-Chimt is m aue- 
cessful merchant, grows rich on his commeretal 
speculations, and is alv ayh well serve d, The re- 
compense of the factor is but a small quantity of 
rioe. 

Four or five of bis ships resort annually to 
Singapore, loaded with sugar, coffee, ivory, and 
many other articles of less importance, in return 
for which they take British and India goods, fire- 
arms, iron, glamware, &e. I have been informed 
that lilrt sueie^-i in trade has been such that out of 
its profits within a year he has added a steamer of 
sixliundred tona to hie navy. 

Almost every one has some idea of the external 
form of a Chinese junk; but the arrangen^t of 
the interior, although of great antiquitft was new 
to us all. From the appearance of every thing on 
board, the arrangements cannot have changed 
much in the lapse of many centuries. The junks 
are of varioua uim : the three that were visited 
were from eerenty-flve to eighty feet in length, 
about twrnty-two feet beam, and about ri^htfen 
feet high forward, descending in a curve to within 
three or four feet of the water amidships, and then 
a^ua xiabgia A like eorva to the height of twentgr- 
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five feeL At tbe tajf of tlie stern is the poop- u»bin , 
with accommodadona Ibr the ina8ter,bbewrk, and 
tiie trader, in four amall aleeping-roomfi; under 
the«e are other cabins, with an eating apartment, 
aii'l 1)L' fore this is a platfurm or small deck, from 
which the tmsoI i« steered. The rudder is an 
extnwfdinaiy ptsee ef wwd, fblly equal, in point 
of size, to that of a linc-of-battle sliip. While in 
port it is alwavs imhipped,and drawn into the 
TeinlQn»niaIl faMMli^ariniy. The junks 
hare usually two lar^e m^ts, with a jigger, and 
there are oo less thau three wiadl&ases, wiiich are 
used upon oTery occasion; witiioat these the jnnks 
would xeally be •bnoat unmanageable: In order 
to ptw w t ie tfie Teasel dry, they have waistboards 
of solid thick plank, which are unsliii pi d in port; 
til esc reach from the plank-sheer to the rail, and 
fr Til appearances effectually anawer tiie purpose 
for wiii li ih; V nro intended. The cargo, however, 
was more interesting to us tlian the vessel : this 
consisted chMiflj of teas and china-ware ; the 
latter, to our aorpriae^ we found neatly and care- 
fully atowed in bulk in the hold. The lighter 
articles of Chinese manufacture are arranged 
about the vessel, and even hang over the poop 
and aides. The wooden anehon, eables, grass 
ropes, odd and curioiiR pnlntings, the r'rolr-^.iue 
mode of external omameut, with the large eye 
on either bow in the eekora of ihe ndnbow, did 
■ot fail to attract our attention. We wf rr- also 
amoaed with the junk-like form of the tiu^ boat, 
but these, as well as the Chinamen themselves, 
are ao well representod in Chineae pietmres, that 
no ene ean be at a loaa to oooeelve fheir pecu> 
liar form. W. rls fnil to express the content 
and pride with which the ChuDunan aits and en- 
joys bia aqnatio excursions ; and flMMgii vidienloos 
in appearance, and ill fitted in every way to contend 
with the elements, yet them is something about 
the junks Hint aoiniiiania • oarlain di^na ef re. 
spect. 

Tlw tnde tit Shigapore, althouj^h it has but 
hitely grown up,hris nev i tln ]. n^achedthe large 
acgi^Eate of 24,500,000 dollars. About one-sixth 
of this amount goes to Great BiUaln, and 600^ 
dollars to continental Europe. There are no duties 
ou imports or exports, and every vessel is left free 
to come and go as tliey please all that is asked is 
of wliat the eaxgo consists, its value, and the size 
of the vesa e l. These particulars are published 
weekly in the only paper. Every tiling is sold for 
cash, or on a very short credit, and all ac<»>unts 
are kept In dollani and cenla. Pevbapa in no 
other port is businen^; mnrJuctcd in SO prompt a 
manner as at Singapore, and this has probably 
grown out of the transient character of the visi- 
ters of all nations, who come and go as they 
please, which makes it nece^arj- to receive pay- 
ment for the goods as soon as they are delivered. 

From what has been already aaid, it will ap- 
pear tiiat very little of the fmportanee of Singa- 
pore is owing to its Dwn productions ; yet there 
are many things shipped here that are the pro- 
duct of the Stnita, or of the territory under the 
Straits Covemmcnt, as it is called. Among these 
arc pepper, cloves, sugar, nutmegs, coffee, and 
gambeer, to which may Ve added the baM-Ottt. 
Tbetn firadaflla are procured from Pniang and 
Prinaa of Walea laland, and reach a krge 
TaMoiafr«iidl may alao be indnded In 



this trade, for almost all that is taken m the 
Eastern seas is now brought to Singapore for 
sale ; and it may indeed be said to be the chief 
mart of that article. Any attempt to give a 
catalogue of the trade of Singapore would fall 
short of the truth, for It may be eoaaidered an an 
entrepot where all artidee arrive and are distti* 
buted. The e\}u?nso'* uf iluini; liusiuess are eeta- 
blisbed and publialied in the gazettes, so that any 
one may inform himself af the charges he is liable 
to incur, and of the advant^c^es it hn.^ in that re- 
spect over the other ports m the Eatiteru acaa. 
What renders the traffic at Singapore atiU more 
convenient is, that almoat ovary thing is sold by 
weight, probably becanae ao large a proportion of 
the jM)pulation is from China, in which country tlii;* 
method is hiUbitual. In employing i^ however, the 
arddea f^mn different eoonlnea are aold by the 
weight of the country whence they come. For 
instance, gold-dust beiiig far the most part brought 
by the A^ays, is sold by tlieir weight, called • 
" bunghal," which is about equal to two ounces ; 
rice, &c., the produce of Bengal, is sold by tlie 
bag, containing one hundred and sixty pounds, 
wUch is termed a ^maund." The fureign busi- 
neaa la generally in the hands ef a lew EuglLsh 
houses, but the greater part of the merca:itiJu 
class at Sinnpore are engaged as agents, or do a 
commiaeionpnrinpMi, for various houses in Europe, 
Calcutta, iSfc. There is a branch of the India 
iiauk at Singapore, which, however, is limited in 
its discounts and business ; and there are besides a 
large number of insoraoee offices, in vbiob poitciea 
may be elboted an.almaat any rial. Tbe capital 
of these fiompantea ia for tlie moat part owned in 
Calcutta. 

Although Singapore baa fewer real advantages 

for imd'^ than many of tbe ^wHs aroniif}, \pt it liaa 
now ait^uu'cd the suporiohly, and holds intercuunK.* 
with the surrounding countries. 

Its trade with Chum baa of late mneh increaaed, 
in consequence of the dMBeaMjea between that 
country and England, during which it was the only 
port where the junks were allowed to trade free of 
moleetalion. Itmcaoaaqueocebeflainefbrllietbie 
n placp' of transhipment for teas and other Chinese 
iu tii jrfl to English vessels. For this reason, Singa- 
pore may have appeared to us a more active place of 
business than it would have done had the trade 
with China been no more than ordinary. Nu large 
commerce can well exist between China and Singa- 
pore alone, for the supplies the httter furuisbes to 
tint empire are eoonied to birdaP-noBta, lnebe«de* 
mar, tort i-ir shell, &c. 

Borneo probably furnishes the most valuable 
pvednoto tbat are brought to Singapore, and there 
are more than one hundred prahus engaged in the 
trade. These are for the most part navigated by 
Bugis from the island of Celebes, who may he 
termed tbe eameia of tbiaarBhipelago. Thia peo* 
pie frequent all tlie parti on die oonfli and aoadi> 
wt -jt sill, uf tliat great island, and are frequently I 
employed by tlie rajahs or chiefs to conduct their 
trade with the other ports. The restrictions they 
are under in Tisiting the Dutrh possessions, and 
the restrictive policy of the later, which admitti 
them to but one or two ports, has driven them to 
seek tbat of l^gapar^ tlio«\gb mora distant. 
These prahua are aaid wban tmda or canpluy- 
ment mHi^ to tmn tbdr attaBtiim to. pinMy, if a 
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ftvoonble opportunity should offer ; though do 
<mB seemfld oMpoaed to daas ttem as pirates of 

thr '^amG cimracter as the Malays, but rather to 
look upon them mgNnmUy inclined to be peaceable. 

The island of CviMmb sends to Siiig»pON neariy 
a Iiundred prahus annually, and they also come 
from Flores, Timor, Amboyna, Sumbawa, Lubok, 
and even from Papua and Aroo. From the latter 
eouatries they bring the bird of paradise^ so 9b\m- 
dant ba tiw nnricet of SingapoM. The pnhna that 
eome annually from these dhlmi pwts wn aot 
OMire than fifty in number. 

With the potto «l Smnatra and Java there is a 
^reat deal of intercourse, and I was told that the 
uadvc vessels engaged in it, independently of those 
belonging to Europeans, amount now to eome six 
bondnd. These axe of various size^ and keep up 
a iMnnluit faitflfoovme^ aone of them visiting the 
ports several times during the year. These arrive 
from both coaats of Sumatra, and belong to tho 
mjahsor chiefs of small places, of which even the 
names are little kntnvn, and whofwj subjects nro 
mostly engaged iji piracy. The island ot i3ali 
likewise engager in this trade, through the agency 
of the Bugifti The produota of the JkulSiyan penin> 
suls, and of all the ports of the HUaeea StraHs, 
are also brought to Siii^Nii> >i'<' ; hut these niLiy be 
termed incidental supplies, ibr they fluctuate mucii, 
both ni quantity and value. 

The most rrtrTil-ir of all the trade is that with 
the iiilauds of Khio and Liugiu, m the neighbour- 
hood of which the Duteh have a factory. This 
trade ia oanied on in the sampan boat«» and the 
people of these ptaese prafer resortnig to this tree 
port to dispose of their produce, rather tlian sell it 
to the Dutch. The number of the vessels em- 
ployed in diiB tnflle was represented to me to be 
somewhere about five hundred. The nrtir'es 
brought £rom all these places are very mucii the 
aame^ and oonrist of pepper, rice, camphor, sago, 
coffee, nutmegs, oil, tobaoooh wax» henaotoj 
weed, dragon's-blood, bi<Ae^e-nar, UrdV'Besto, 
tortoise-shell, diamonds, gold-dust, pearls, the 
pearl-oyster-shell, sandalwood, rattans, ivoiy, some 
nidea, and arlidee of natiTe manufactme^ anch as 
sarongs (worn as a wrapper, which come princi- 
pally from Celebes), salendongs, and lacquered 
ware« 

The foregoing detail exhibita a vast variety of 
articles of commerce, and accounts for die Mnploy- 
) inent of the fifteen hundred, or two thousand m 
sels of various aizea^ that are continually pouring 
into dm mart It may fl«adity be imagiiied what 
A stir and life this commerce must create ; and 
when it is considered that nearly all the various 
nations of the East resort here for the purpose of 
trade, it will not excite much astonishment that 
Singapore has grown up so rapidly in the face of 
older and longer- established marts, which it bids 
hit to sorpaasy both in wealth and importance. 

The oirinm shops are aniopi^ die UMiit oxtnunv 
dinary sights in Singapore; it is inconceivable witli 
what avidity the smokers seek this noxious drug at 
the shop windows. They then rstin to die interior, 
where a number of sickly-looking persons, in the 
liist sL^e of consumption, haggard, and worn down 
with care, are seen smoking. The drug is sold in 
very small pieces, and for ten cents enough to fill 
a pipe OHM ia obtidned. Widi it are ftimMied a 
pjpe^ ».laiiip^ attd a ooddi to lie on, if aucli it may 



bo called. The pipe is of a peculiar construction, 
and ia in part el metal, having an intarior or onp 

just large enough to contain a piece of the size of 
a pea. The opium is difficult to ignite, and it re- 
quirea mndi management in tlie smoker to obtain 
the necessary number of whiffs to produce intoxi- 
cation in one habituated to its use. The couch is 
sometimes a i-ude bench, but more often a mat on 
the flo<ar, with a small raised bench. Each of 
dieae mate ia dm ftoqoHilad ahopa ia gmuaSfy 
occupied by a pair cf niokne% tmo Imvo a lamp 
between them. 

These shops with their inmates formed one of 
the most disgusting spectacles I saw during our 
extended cruise; although, tu one who couid be 
amused with human degradatioOy dlia iigilt OQpld 
not have failed to afford pastime^ 

Itwaa not diiBeidt^ oven toe a et r ang er to dis- 
tinguish those who have long indulged in tlih per- 
nicious practice, from those to whom it is yet new. 
The cagemcas with which the former sought the 
mat, seized the pipe, and inhaled the bnn ke, 
showed a nervous anxiety to reach that point where 
forgetfulness should oome. This in the m vitiate 
waa hot the work of a tow minutes, while Uioae 
inioie organs had become aeeostomed would draw I 
long whiffs and away until the weakened state 
of their luugs would beiray tliem, and cause them 
to stop to flonew their breath before they were 
enabled to accomplish their wsHliea. I learned 
that nian^ uf the old nmokers found so great a 
difficulty m hidaoang the action of the smoke, that 
they were accustomed to have veeouxae to swallow- 
ing the drug itself. The Chinese only are addicted 
to this practice : the Geutoos and those of the 
Moslem faith look upon it with great horror and 
disgust. 

The individuals whi m T p drsrribed above 
are the wealthy, who can atiurd to siuoke the drug 
as it is found in coninu n e. From the difficulty 
with whieh it bums there ia a large residuum left; 
wMeh 18 oaNfoUy taken oat of the pipes, and sold 
tn the less opulent, who in like maimer smoke it, 
though without the luxun' of mats and lamps. I 
was told that there ia stul a poorw daia m Chi- 
nese, that again uss the rewdwum of thia aeeond 

amokiug. 

The Chinese at Singapore possess every facility 
for full gxatifioation in the smoking of this delete- 
rioos drag; for there is no interdiction to its intro- 
duction, and most, if m t all the vessels engaged in 
smuggling it, resort there in their passages to and 
from Bengal, and many of them are owned ev 
under the agency of the merchants of this place. 
It is not a little remarkable that even those who 
are engaged in the trade, condemn its immoral and 
hurtful results, while others at a distance offer 
many reasons m !ta defence. I must say that it 
apjit-ars to niu tr uly strange that with the scenes I 
that daily offer themselves in Singapore, before the j 
eyes and wider the eognjzanee of die govflRior and 
officers of tlie place, some steps should not be taken j 
to put a stop to the practice altogether, instead of 
making it a souTce of revenue. 

The population, from tlie most authentic rc- I 
turns, is in all about sixty thousand souls: of these 
forty-five thousand are Chinese, < i;^'lit thou.sand 
MalayB, seven thousand natives of India, and about 
one nimdiod and fifty foreigners; and only oas* 
tealk of the whole avB females. 
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On my arrival 9^ fiingBpore, varioos reporto 
were made to me 9i drfeeU existing in tlie tcndi r 
Fhnng-FiRh. It mm to be expected, after (be 
arauous aerviM aha had pevfeniied} jvt^ having 

brought her safely thus far, I fph n natural desire 
to carry her home with uh; and in this all the 
ottaere aeemed to partake. Bat the idea of risking 
the IiTes of her officers and crew, after the dtsajBter 
that bad already befallen her aister craft, was not 
U) be endured ; and I saw that it was necessary to 
have & thorough examination of ber before I Ten- 
tared her in ^ homeward voyage. I ^btm$ore 
ordered a FTurTty liv the most experienced persons 
in the squadron^ who, although they could uot 
point ont any conspicuous defects, were satisfied 

that from long and hard servit'e Bl»e had brnrmr 
weakened in her frame, and that she would not 
only need much time, bnt a huge expeiHWi to plaee 
her in a fit condition to make tMVijfage home. I 
mt»t say that even after I had r seewea tile report 
I still f<;lt a strong incHnati(»i to persist in Irln 
ing her back to the United Statea; but my final 
deeiaion ivaa agateat it The oanal ivao theraftm 
desired to advertisf hrr for sale, and in the mean 
time all her ^ores and armament were removed. 



She was, agreeably to the notice, sold at pablic 
sale fur tVirtt thousand seven hundred dollurs. To 
part with this vessel was unpleasant on maigr «o- 
eoonta; for ahe had been daSy, Ibr neailj fovr 

year?, my first and last thought The attachment 
I had felt for her was great; the efficieut aid she 
bad occasionally afibrded in the performance of 
my duties, caused me to value her highly; and as 
a vessel of her class, she was almost faultless. 

By the 26th of February, we had completed fill- 
ing oar watar^ vhiob is hora eonveimiitly supplied 
by tank-boats; and having obtained lor the piibeage 
lnune all tlic stores we needed, e; 
made every preparation for sailing. 

In consequence of the short supply of the 
arfiplr, I detrrminrd to touch with the Vincpnnes 
at the Cape of Uood Hope; while the two brigi | 
wan otdeied to stop at Rio Ja— jrry for the same i 
purpose, as well as to obtain aome further oboe*^ 
vations, and additional specimens of natural hia- 
tury. 

At five o'clock on the moniing of the 2Gth, I i 
teak advaolM of lilt ]iad4iiMM^ and flude i%nai 
ta tta F«tpo&a and Ongn to gefc 
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Aftek leaving Singapore, I determhied to pass 
through the Straits of ilhio, a route which I <U f mod 
the shortest and beet for vessels bound through 
die Stvaita of Sunda. We had light winda and 
rain-squalls at th<" rntrnnee of the strait; but to 
warda the afternoon we were favoured with the 
north-east breeze, which carried us ra|ndly on- 
ward. At night I anchored, wishing to examine 
more particularly the charts exte.nt, and to make 
what corrections I might deem ncccssar}'. 

The pext BBoming at daylight we again resumed 
our roate, hot hi onnsequoiee of fog were obliged 
to anchor < fT th* Dutch fai tnry at Khio, where a 
fort is established. This was first occupied in 
1824, after the cesmon of Malacca. 

The IsLiiid cojitnins but few inhahitanf*!, find 
those few are not inclined to come under tiie Duteb 
authority. From all I could learn, there is very 
little indueameint tot a vessel to reaoct here for 
trada. The ialaiid k oonaldaMd axlVMnely on- 
health/ fas foceigiieRa dniDg aavaral nMmtlM of the 
year. 

When the weather daaared off, we again passed 

down the stmif, anrl on our arrival off the southern 
point of the inlands, we steered for the east point 
of Lintin, which island wc passed an the S8tb, on 
waj to the Straits of Banea. 



On ahe moniing of tiie lat nt March, we ap- | 

liroaclii d thf iiortlit rn entrance of the Straits of ' 
Banca, and got a view of theae low and unintereit- 
ing eoaata. 

The pame afternoon, we fell in with a lan^ue, 
under Dutch colours, which refused to answer our 
hail as we pamad; we immediately wore ship, and 
fired a shot; upon which they let fly ail their hal- 
yards and sheets. A Ixmt was sent on board with 
an officer, who discovered that she waa mauaed by 
Malays, and that no one on board could apeak 
English; however, he nani^ed to mideitlaiid that 

tlir'V wcvr from Pnlamhrurj , Snmalrn, and bound to 
Singapore. Soon afterwai'ds, we saw the Dutch 
establishment of Mintow; it b situated on a knoll, 
at the northern end of Banca, and had the Dutch 
iiug flying over it. The greater part of Banca is 
low land; the northern end particularly so. There 
are, however, a few detaehed hilli^ of oonaidenUe 
altitude, which serve as sailiog-nnritB during the 
fia>^.sau;fj tliroug;h the straits. The southern end of 
the island rises, and appears to be of a different 
formation from the other paria, aa ita aoO ia thickly 
wooded. In the forest were ptd numerous clear- 
ings, where people had been and were then burn- 
ing charcoal, to obtain fuel for smelting the tin 
The piindiial nuning diatriot Uaa tOTnuda 
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the southern end of the island, in the swampy flat 
land at the foot of the isolated hills before men- 
tioned. The on ia UBoaUy fiiMind at the depth of 
from ux to twenty tM from tte mrfiMe, in Uyers 
that run horizonlalty for two or three miles; (hr.-^r 
VBry in tbiekness from six to twenty inches, and 
ooMul &t heavy grannkted particles, of a dark 
metallic lustrr, mixed with white sand. The stratn 
above the vein consists of vegetable mould, red and 
white clay, intermixed with pebbles of white quartz, 
an-i hite sand, like that which is found with the 
nif ul. A stratum of steatite is said to be found 
uaderlying these ores of tin. 

The process of working these mines is ex<^d- 
ingly rude; boA Mftlays vaA CUneoe am employed 
in them, but the latter are preferred on account of 
their greater perseverance and industry. I was 
told »t Singapore that the amount of tm detired 
from Banca by the Dutch was not half so great as 
that obtamed while it was under British maas^e- 
ment, or that it is still CKpM» of yMding. The 
ore is washed nftrr itw removal from the veins, 
which separates tlie earth, and leaves only tho 
metal and stones; the last are separated hand, 
and Uie metal is then smelted: to eflbel thu^ hnge 
piles of alternate layers of ore and diaroool are 
formed; the fused metal escapes into a hole dug in 
the ground, from which it is dipped and poured 
into moolda, forming, when eool, tfie tin Of com- 
merce. Tin ore is fuund at Banca in great quan- 
tities, but its quality is infi^or to that obtained 
from other phtoee; and it rarely yields mere than 
sixty per cent, of pure metal. The process of 
smdtiug is but Eeldom performed, generally not 
oftener than once or twice a vear. Rude bellows 
of various forms am used in kindling the smelting 
ftres; some of these are composed of Uvge wooden 
cylinders with moving pistons, wMi h trive a strong 
eontinnouB blast; othexs are nothing more than a 
bamboo tnhe, throu^ wlileh the breath is foreed 
upon the flame. The process for working the 
mines and extracting the metal from the ore, are 
similar in all the mining districts, and differ but 
littie from those empkgrad when the mhies were 
first opened. 

The Smnatvm shore of the Straits of T^ancais 
low, and appears to be oovered with a dense forest. 
During the night we were virated by a heavy storm 
of thunder and lightning, with mucli laiu. The 
ne.\t morning being pleasant, we got under way 
again, and passed rapidly through the straits; the 
southern outlet, however, called the Lucepara 
Passage, was not attained until nearly dark, and 
before r^hmg it we crossed many shoals, eo near 
the surface as to leave but little water under our 
keels. An English vessel in advance of us hoisted 
a li^ after dark, and by taking it for our guide, 
we eoceeeded in passing through flafely. This 
vessel was soon overtaken by us, and proved to be 
the barque Java, Lewis master, thirty-eight days 
from Batavia, and bound to Singapore. Having 
lost twelve of her erew by dysentery, and hat faw 
of the fiunivors being able to perform their duty 
in consequence, she was returning to Batavia. The 
surgeon was sent on board, and the necessary 
medicines, &c., of which thsgr wem in gieat want, 
were supplied. 

On the 4th of Uarch we arrived off Hout's 
Island, at the entrance of the Straits of Sunda. 
' The wind dying away, we wave left nt tlie mercy 



of a strong current setting in towards the island. 
We anchored to avoid danger, and lay until the 
turn of the tide; we afterwards pasaed nnmd Zut> 
phen% Island and Hog Piointy andmring far the 
ni-^ht off Rajah Bassa. 
As far as my experience goes, I can testify that 
toons for we Iwallsof Simaa 



Horsburgh's directions 
safe and good, although perhaps not the most suit- 
able for our navigators, for he makes the safety of 
the ship his principal aim, and gives directions so 
to navigate a large class vessel as to insure it; 
whilst my countrymen, although they always read 
him, are not disposed to pursue his directions ex- 
acUy, iMtioYing that in following liis advice more 
time is lest wn n regard to Bnfficient safety de- 
mands. Although such may be the cnNC, it ought 
not to lessen the natitude that navigators owe him 
for his East India Directory, a eont rt h nt ion to 
nautirn? information thfit rnnmt wril br siorpassed, 
either for general accuracy, or as regards the great 
number ofsatisCactory directions that it contauis. 

On the morning of the 6th, we again got under 
way, the men exhibiting their joy in taking this 
first real step on their homeward course, by run- 
ning np the anchor quiek^ to the bows^ and by 
the alacrity widi which they pefAnned their other 
duties. With :\ lii:ht \\ inJ from the eastward, we 
stood into the Indian Ocean, between the iaUnds 
of Pttio Bessy and (Mdtatoa; tiie day wu n d»> 
Ughtful one, and being Sunday, when no unessen- 
tial duty was performed, there was leisure to enjoy 
it. After divine service, the wind shifted to the 
northward and westward, and townrrH night we 
experienced severe squalls from iJiat quarter, ac- 
companied by lightning and torrents oi rain. In 
the intervala l>^ween the gostSy tlie wind blew 
fk^slily, and on the moming of the 7th we fnmd 
ourselves fairlv luLniL-lied on the Mi.h wnf' is of the 
ocean, pursuing rapidly oar homeward course. 

We were now tiiily on oar zmite ibr heme^ and 
finding that the brigs detained us by tin ir Flower 
rate of sailing, I determined to part company with 
them, having some days prevtoosly given flism 
directions what course to pursue in Rnrh an event. 
We accordingly made all the sail tlmt, could bo 
carried, and soon left them behind us. 

Oa tile 23rd, Benjamin Yanderford, master's 
mate, died. During the cruise, I had oiften expe- 
rli nced his usefulness, and now regretted his loss. 
He had foimerhf been in command of various ships 
sibling from Salem, and had made many voyages 
to the Feejee Islands. During our stay there lie 
was particularly useful in superintending all trade 
carried on to supply the ships; he always proved 
himself a good officer, and was one for whom I felt 
a great regards He had a presentiment of his owu 
death, and had long been impressed with the 
opinion that he would not survive to return to his 
country. His death pirodneed a great impression 
upon Vendovi, for Mr. ViiiiJtrritrit '.vus tliu only 
peraon with whom that chief could converse, and a 
sort of attadiment had sprung up belwesn them, 
arising from the officer's long residence with Tran a 
at Ambau, and his familiarity with the nuumers 
and customs of the Feejee Islands. Besides, Ven- 
dovi looked forward to his becoming a protector on 
their arrival in Uie United States. While con- 
versing with Mr. Vanderford, some time before 
his dmtb, he expressed his willingnesa to take 
dialogs of Vendovi, and to beMend him on our 
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anira] at home; for, althoogh the FecJccAns had 
despoiled him of all his proiK-rty, they h.-ul never- 
theiees saved bis life, and for that, or rather for 
ffdnfaiing from devonring him, he fdt some grati- 
tude, and would have shoviii it r . V, n !ijvi. 

Poor Vendovt oould not t>e persuaded to look at 
his friend's corpM; hit tfMlB •vidently flagged; a 
marked change came over him; and he no donbt 
felt as though he had lost his uul^ friend. liin own 
disease, henceforward, made rapid strides towards 
• fiMml teimiiiAtioii, and he showed that such was 
the ease by hia total ditr^jard ef every thing that 
passed around him, as well m by his moping, 
melanoboly look. On the 24th, the remains of 
Mr. VandMFfaid were eomniitted to the deep, with 
the usoal service and honours. The »ame day we 
experienced a current to Uie nortli-west; and the 
crew, after having been far ten days afl^tod with 
colds and influenza, began rapidly to recover. 

On the 12th of April, we arrived off False Bay. 
The ttniperature of the sui-face water was reduced 
to 04°, and tJie current was setting us rapidly to 
the north-north'West. The fog and mist that now pre- 
vailed, prevented my observations for ascertaining 
the rate of the current from being as accurate as 
I desired ; the results, such as they were^ gave it 
a velocity of more than a mile per hour. 

On the 13tli, no observations could be obtained 
on account of the fog and mist ; and our situation 
became rather a pei^lexinff one. On mfttppg tfial 
ef tiie eurren^ we fonnd that it was drifVbig us to 
the north at thr luto uf cii^jl.tLi ii mili'H in twenty- 
four hours. - ixtun dings wero obtained in eighty- 
five fitthmna. The temperature of the surfitoe 
water fell to 54". Towards evenliisr it cleared up, 
aud our tutuation was obtained by bearings, which 
placed ns off Snakc*H Head, about twelve miles to 
the Boathward and westward of the Lion's Head. 
Befiering tiiat my only chance of making Table 
Bay was by kee|)ing as cIohc to tin- hIu n as 
possible, I kept the ship on soundings during the 
night, and at daylight stood in through a ihiek 
fog for what T f. It sure must be the position of 
Green Point. Wiule under way, we fell in with a 
Ileal ef saali fishing-boats lying at anchor. Their 
crews were catehios a species of bass, as fast as 
they oould haul in Uieir lines. Immense numbers 
of birds, such aa albatrosses, petrels, and gulls, 
surrounded the boats, and were feeding on the 
suiatl fish and offid thrown oreriMiard fWw flieni* 
The fisfi i-anp;l)t !irre are salted, and being after- 
wards dried, furnish do inconsiderable portion of 
the food of the lower orders of the odiony. One 
of the fiaherraen was desired to come on board, 
and after he liad eatishcd me that suuie reliance 
might be pbuwd in him as a pilot, he was re- 
tained with us. Under his gnidance we stood on, 
and aa the fog began to hreak away reaehed our 
anchorage, having passed close to the lighthouse 
and Green i'oiut, the western point of Table Bay. 
The capn^ of the iMart, Comraaoder Bance, R.N., 

boai-ded UB soon after we hat! nnchnred. I was 
giad to see this gentleman, to v. 1 felt tmder 
oblations, for drIUtte and kin lneHs shown me 
some eighteen yeam previoaal^, during a craiae off 
the eMst of Pent. 

An oftit-cr was ilr^iiritclicil l>y me to call upon, 
and report our arrival to bur George Thomas 
Napier, govemor of tile eolongr. 

thofiOUng off the hall atthe Bagfal Observntoiy 



afforded us an opportunity for comparing the time 
as shown by our chronometers with that of the 
Cape. Of this wo took advantage, aud found that 
oar lime-keepers had performed wdl. 

The view of Cape Town and its vicinity from 
the anchorage, is reatarkable, and the whole 
seems novel. Directly in its rear rise the perpeu- 
(iinilar sides of Table Alountairi, while nn titJifr 
iiand are seen tlie crags of tiie Liuii't* Head ami 
Devil's Peak ; the former usually overhung by a 
large cloud, whieh often ooren the whde town 
wi»i its broad diadow. Theae mounteJns ate oom- 
p< s( fl (if :l dark reddish-gray sandst in , and ex- 
cepting immediatebr at their kwse, and close to the 
rear «l the town, snow bnt little aigno of refotn. 
tion. Here and there pretty Btraw-oolonnd 
tagee are scattered among tlie foliage. 

The anchorage, whidi b at somo AslaitM 
the beach, waa, at the time of our arrival, occu- 
pied by a large number of vessels, which some- 
what surprised me, for at this season of tlie year 
the bay is often visited bjr northers, which have in 
former years done mneh damage, and caused die 

liMs^siif iii;irj>' lives. T w ah iufijrmed, however, that 
but little apprehension b now felt on tlieir ac- 
count, for ships are at the present time well pro- 
vided with chain cables, and can hold their ground. 
Two quays extend fi-om the beach into the bav, 
affording facility to lighters to dischaxgo and take Sn 
their cargoes at all times of the tide. 

The town iladf alwws many trueem of its otigf- 
n il occupants. The houses, witti flu ir prim little 
stoops, porches, and gables to the street, reminding 
me strongly of those built by the early setUsra of 
New Yoi'k and Albany. But few of the streets 
have any sidewalks, and many of them are uut 
paved at all, causing them, in consequence of the 
arid climate, to be ankle deep in dust. Nine-tenths 
of the inhabitants still retain a Dutch look, and 
many of them are unable to speak fiMy oLher than 
their original language, while to a large number of 
them the epifhet^ boon," so ooounealy heaiawed, 
is quite applicable. The town is laid onlwUlire- 
gulaiity, many of the streets crossing each other 
at right angles, and some are cf respectable width. / 
Rows of oaJc, poplar, and pine trees line the sides 
of the principal avenues. Many contain shops, 
which are well supplied with the usual varieties of 
European goods, Rosas and vines are cultivated 
in fiMotof tbehoases,andflMirblo8SoaMand fmit, 
although within reach of all, are roFiu rtrd. Tlie 
houses are painted of various ooloui's, without any 
regard to tast^ and are of % dean thongh anti- 
quated appearance. No two of them are alike, 
yet their styles are so uuufked, that tlie country 
whence their builders came may be judged with 
toleeaUo eertaint/ from eadu JBadly-painted aigna 
areas nnmermur as in oar own eountry, and Tsues 
pointing in every direction surmount ihc gables. 
The Dutch costume still prevails among the inha- 
bitants, and afforded na mndi amusement. In the 
schools tlic Dutch language is still taught; tlimiph 
in nmuy the English is a branch of edocatiou. 
Considering the number of years that this colony 
has been under the British dominion, it surprised 
me to find that a knowledge of the Dutch was 
nuirli in oi'r necessary than that of while 
dealing with the inhahitanta. 

There are two holda b O^o Town, tfie Roval 
Gesfegn and Iho Viatoria, bodi kept on the Eqgiish 
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plan. Ttie former we frequented during our short 
stay, and found it eomfort»U^Klthoagh far inferior 
to ^vhat might h»T» boeD mpwted from the size 

of the town. 

The Capo of Good Hope WM originally settled by 
the Dutch in 1652; eftpliifod by the BritiBli in 
1795; restored ap^n after the peooo of Amiens in 
1802; again taken ] < se ssion of in 1806; and finally 
eeded to Great Britain in 1815. During its occa> 
pation w a Duteh eotony, it had twenty-eight go> 
vemors, and since it has been under British rule 
it has had eighteen. By this it will be perceived 
tlwt the changes in its administration have been 
frequent, and what might naturally be expected to 
follow, the policy and charaeter of its governors 
hnvp In I Ti V rillating. It has been generally ruled 
very much after the ideas of those who presided 
for the time being. The govemment la Boninany 
vested in the governor, and an executive and legis- 
lative council, who are all appointed by the crown, 
or with its approbation and ooawnt. 

Under thin system of govemment it has been the 
misfortune of t^e Cape colony to be placed; and the 
advantages it has pofisessed under some, have been 
coooterbftlanced by others, and not nnfrequently 
die aahitaiy reguUUiom made by one, have, with- 
out any apparent reason, in the niinrl=; of tlie colo- 
nists, been annulled or set aiiide by others; which, 
of course, has tended to foment discord and produce 
a feeling of opposition to British rule: this has pre- 
vented the advancement of tlio colony, and retarded 
its usefulness by giving license to emno tbatother- 
wiee would not have existed. 

Of late years, however, although the govermnent 
still remains the same, yet they have been more 
fortunate in the individuals who have presided over 
it. In ragardmg the British colonial system, it 
appears remarkable that the British nation, gene- 
rally so mindful of political righti*, should place it 
in the power of distant govemcae to rule their 
oolonisto with almost despotic sway, and their 
growth and rise to be at the option of any one in- 
dividual, who may arbitrari'y crush or paralyse the 
I cfforta of industry and the devdopment of re- 
Motwa. Mai^ of Am iidiabitaiils off A» Cape 
[ rrtmplain of this polity, but look forward in the 
adoption, in the course of time, of an oUctive 
legisbitive body, which will give them some 8h.<kre 
in the government, and prevent not only misrule, 
but undue taxation and a misapplication of its funds 
in the various impxmpauMDti whidi govenunent 
m^attUKurise^ 

xhe eineQtlve covn^ consists of seven mem- 
bers, including the governor, who is the presiding 
uiticer ; and the legislative council of thirteen, 
composed of the members of the executive council 
nnd five additional unofficials, who are themselves 
residents of tlie colony, named by the governor, and 
appointed by the crown. 

The same kind of govenmiait may be aald to 
exist now as in New Sooth Wales, of whieh T have 
had occasion to speak when treating of that colony; | 
and it. is thought to be equally inefficient, and to 
require reform. 

One of the circumRtances that had agitated the 
respectable portion of this colony, has been tiio 
publication of the authentic Cape records. Many 
entered warmly into the scheme at lusty but it was 
soon psMsiTed whst the denlopuMiita trare likely 
to bc^aad tiiat maiqr who had played •conspkiioaa 
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part in the history of the colony, were about to have 
all their public as well as private acts brought to 
light; and this has raised a strong opposition to the 
continuance of the publication. Tne editor, Donald 
Moodie, Esq., in the year previous to our visit, 
made an apoMly stating the diffieoltiea that he had 
enooontered, and adding, that he would hi einiae> 

auence be obliged to give up the task. Some of 
l>e numbers were sent me by a ftnend, which 1 
took the more interest in perusing, as exhibiting 
the history of thr tribp rf IToftciitots, which mny 
be now deemed almost extinct, so far as the civilized 
and settled portions of the colony extend. Many 
disreputable actions on the part of all those who 
have been engaged were here exposed, and I am 
not at all surprised that the nfRpial inctimbent, as 
well as others, should exert all their intemt to 
effeet its suppreerion; however, as many of these 
stntrmonts are now before the pnblic, it would be 
desirable tliat they should be gone through with, 
that there may be a ftdlmidemtsnding of trans- 
actions that have now come to light, in order to 
have a full knowledge of the state of the aflkirs of 
the colony, as well in relation to the govenior as to 
those who have been employed under the govern- 
mental auAority, wheflier misskuiarisa or mHefads. 
Like the secret cletails of all colonies, they ^vill show 
a great deal of misrule, inhumanity, and want of 
system, in the conduct of affairs. The opposing 
interests are such that the whole will probably be 
exposed. The colonists, on the one side, feeling 
themselves unjustly charged with cruelty and per- 
secution of the tmfbrtunate nativcoj desire that ail 
the inTsstigations tiutt Mtve taken place may be 
brought 1h f 11.- the public; while, on the other 
hand, those who are or have b^n in any way c<hd-> 
nected with the government, are, from allaooovnts^ 
disposed- to the srippression of this documentary 
evidence. Were I desirous of showing the dark 
side of the picture, I might insert hesre * few ex- 
tracts that would startle the many who now boast 
of their philanthropic actions, and are disposed to 
condt iiin tfu' ;i( tions of others in regard to slavery, 
who are;, in comuoisfn, far less guilty of wrone to 
the interests of iramaaHgr. ' Those who are ma- 
posed tn look farther into these subierts, may con- 
sult " Specimens of the Authentic Records of the 
Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, relative to the 
Aboriginal Tribe; together with an Inquiry into 
the Justice and Expediency of publishing the re- 
maining Portion of those Records, by Donald 
Moodie: Cape of Good Hope, 1841." 

On the momhig after my anival I called on his 
excc'li^iicy the governor, at the govemment-hoiiae, 
where 1 had the honour of an introduction to Sir 
George Napier. His reception was kind and frank. 
With him I passed a pleasant half hour. Sir George 
is one of the heroes of the PeninsuUur War, and 
bears the marks of his activity in those well con- 
tested conflicts, in the loss of an arm. He showed 
me orer the apartments, which, howevor, are hot 
I now occupied, as he was living at his country-seat. 
They appear convenient, and afford from the win- 
dows a view of the government demesne, which is 
quite yiretfy, pLiiitcd as it is with fine old oaks; 
part ot It IS kept as a public walk, which tlie citizens 
frequent on holidays in large numbers. The Cape 
station haa never been a popular one, from the 
wantof sooie^; bntof late years very nmuy pcr- 
flona from Wm have made it m resort Inr theneo- 
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▼ery of their health, and ia a meanm auppUed the 
defleieney in tbi« n&p&bL Tb» tttmm far th@ 
tmiMMkioii of gpymtmmi bw rin e w are in the im- 
msdlttto neiffhboBrfiood of the goyernment-hotise, 
and within the precincts ia also a college for the 
education of the youths of the colony; it has several 
profeeaora, but I nndentood all thoM who didM to 
have their diiMxm well odnotlad Mnd flwn to 
England. 

The barraeka wre extensivi^ woA watt lmitt» and 
hnv« ft laige arm in front as a parade-gnmnd. 
Tlure are aereral other buildings goin;; np, for the 

accomrn'Klntiun of (ho troops, and hoBpitals for the 
sick, all handsome and well sitoated, I regret to 
■ay that aa hmmIi «ainiot be mM far llie town prison, 
nnr ffir the huildinf ajiprn-jsriatrd tn the imlice de- 
paiomeoty custom-houae, and barbuur-tnaster'H de- 
partncaA: all these bear the marka of what Cnp€ 
Town was, and stand ia atranf conHaal to the 
modsm improvements. 

Fi rnierly the municipal government of Cape 
Town consisted of a president, four members, the 
towK Inaauui, and a secretary. The president 
was elected for two yparp, [in l was succeeded by 
the senior member of the board. This board was 
disaob«d, appaorently for no suflBcient reason, for 
every one was satlfified with its usefulness in ccn- 
troUing the various duties appertaining to a cor- 
porate body. 

The town is now divided into tw«l?o diatriets, 
and eodi diatriet into firar war^ over «adi of 
which thoro. is a cfininiistiirincr, and four ward- 
masuira, chosen by the people. The firat form the 
upper board, and the iMt the lower, and each have 
a chaimoan and deputy chairman, who, among 
other duties, act om appraisers of property, on 
which the taxes are aeeeaeed equal to three^uarter 
pence in the poand* By the atatistical tables pub- 
raied, it appears Aat the irakstkm of property of 
Cape T I'.vn reaches the sum of one rnUlfa^ gjx 
hundred and thirty-six thousand pounds. 

The municipal zafpdatioiia now aeaas to ba 
excellent, and nr*> mor*? or less under military 
eontruL The pohce has been urgauiz«»d on the 
plan of the police of London, and its eflSciency is 
bi^ily qioMD oL From aJl the infonnatum I 
enudf gaiher, crime haa irery mudi deoMased in 
both the Cape disd lct and colony. The stati^-tic^ 
of erime show but few cases. The quarterly sitting 
o the grand jnry took plaee during mat niit, and 
there were but Bi:^ prcscntmrnt?, viz., one for cul- 
pable homicide, two assaults with intent to ba^m, 
one robbery, one theft, or receiving stolen goods, 
and one fraudulent insolvency; and this wiUiin a 
district containing fifty thousand inhabitantii. 

There are great c iMiplaints ab< it the adminis- 
tration of the hkws of the colony ; the fiogUsh 
svstem now prevaito ao fiw aa to allow eoonael to 
the criminal. The trial by jury is established; 
seven of the twelve must be present, and it re- 
quireaa S^inAj of theae only to convict; if more 
than seven are pveaenti and the jury are divided 
equally, the prisoner is acquitted. The Dutch 
criminal code fonnerly in force has been modifit 1 
by the English, so far as i-eqiecta some ponish- 
nanla; tovMre, tw biataaee, haa been done away 
with. The crimes of murder, high treason, coun- 
terfeiting, and rape, are punished with death ; thefts 
of Une amount, assault, robbery, and the like, are 
poniahad hj tcaasforlationj whUe^ for other and 



tnitior crimes, the prisoners are employed as con- 
victa on Robben's Idand, working in the qnarries; 
for less offeneea^ floggqg and unpriaanment are 

inflicted. 

On the other lianl, th- English civil law ha.1 
been modified by that of tlie Ihitch: this has in- 
ereaaad Ktigntion, in gonaeqaenee of the absurd 
maaaer hi whirb hnnndaries were formerly laid 
off; aaofa, for instance, as estimating by the dia- 
tanoe a naa eottfal walk in an hovr, or eantar inA 
his horse. 

Another source of complaint, which amused me 
not a little, was the administration of justice by a 
supreme court, over which a chief justice and two 
puisne judges preside; two of these ave EnglUt, 
while the Uiird is a Scotchman; the consequence 
is, the £nglish judges administer the law after Um 
English code, ^l il> i^iie Scotch judge follows that 
of Scotland, which often renders the decision dia- 
metrically opposite: and it is impossible for the 
advocate or client to know by what judge or law 
his case ia to be tried. It was said, I know not 
with what trvdi, that hi|^ eonnexiena hxwm heea 
considered more suitable qualifications for the 
ofiBce than legal knowledge. The salai-ies do not 
exceed fifteen fanndred and two thousand poonda 
annually. 

There arc in the Cape colony eight districts. 
Each of these is governed by a commisf^ioner or 
civil mi^istrate, w^ is assisted by justices of the 
peace. These distrieta are agun subdivided uito 
veld cometcies. The cornetcies ai-e governed by a 
petty magistrate, who is called a veld cornet. 
These extend over a distance of about twenty 
miles, and under him is organized the militia 
force. In case it should be called out. It is the 
dutv of the latter to meet the requisitions of tlie 
hitter gwvenunent offioera for auppiiea, &«; There 
vUttle liberty allowed the inhabitanta of the dia* 
tricts, who arc restricted from all acts that might 
in any way tend to give expression to their senti- 
ments; not even are they allowed to hold a public 
meeting, aifd all V'mrh^ of prosecutiims are referred 
to the capital for tiiial dedsiou. At the Capo they 
have a vice-admiralty court for the trial of otfencea 
on the high aeas. The commissiuner of the dis- 
trict, and otfaeiB holding office, are appointed under 
the gi'eat seal, who are each empowered to grant 
licenses of marriag^ and do other civil acts, and 
have associated with them tte Joatieea of peace, 

\vrl! as the veld cornets. 

The taxes are represented as being onerous; 
there ia^ lipr instance, a capitation tax of six shil« 
lings annualll^, on all free mdaa and females, above 
the age of sixteen. Thoae m the employ of the 
government are exempt, as well as the Bervonts 
attendant on them, iioraee and carriages of all 
kinds are taased ftom two to four pounds. TImm 
ia a tax on all incomes exceeding thirty pounds, of 
two per cent.; in addition to these are the stamp 
duties, water taxes, house taxes, auction duties, 
market duties, tithea on wine and grain, in short, 
on every thing that ia aold; all papers executed, 
transfers of property, promissory notes, bonds, 
and licenses of all kinds; indeed, it would be diffi- 
cult to menttoo any thing exempted from the all* 
pervading taxation which here prevails. On 
inquiring the cost of articles, it is invariable to 
account for the pricei, by adding that the article is 
taxed. The people an even taxed for pwrroiawon 
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to bam tfw «okny$ mmI I «m told 11 wm wmm- 1 

sary to pay a tax to tal<P a bath. 

The whole revenue raised amounts to 13U,000^., 
and the expenditures do not exceed ISS^HXM. 

In oHcr to lessen the %veight of the taxation, it 
vraa m agitauou at the LiiiiB ui uux' vibit to increase 
the duties on imports, which are about three per 
cent, ad valorem, on R^g^wh «rtidie^ and ten per 
cent, on forei^ goodt. 

TIh' rlrt uhitmn is a paper one of th<i dcnoniina- 

tion of rix'dolian, valued at one shilling and aix- 

SDon. There are no notes has than tweiv* rix- 
Ilars, equal to a pound. The monetary concerns 
of the oolony have undergone many vicissitudes, 
and nanenMa aKpcrfaients have been made, all 
tending to produf^e a wnnt of confidence. Govern- 
ment, until witliiu a few jrars, had the entire con- 
trol of the dMCOunt banks, and through them pos- 
sessed n ioU knowledge of the affairs of men in 
bosinen, and it is said did not fail to use it in an 
arbitrary manner, producing revulsions in the 
monetar^ affairs o£ the colony that were highly 
prejiidioal to oo m mer el al oomnmnity, caonnz 
much distress, and in soinc cases WnOf cf whira 
many feel the effects to this day. 

Tms state of things ^ve rise to die aalablish- 
ment of hnnks exclusively imder the control of 
private individuals; there are two of these corpo- 
tmtioM, bearing the title of the "Capo of Good 
Hope Bank/* with a capital of 70,000/., and the 
** South African Bank," whose capital amounts to 
100,000^. ; ttie capital of each is all paid in, and no 
nart of it can be withdrawn. Tho iittar is not a 
twnk of tene. A genml statement of tiior aflUn 
is annually niRde to tlie proj-rii'tors, Tntcrcyt is 
paid on deposits remaining longer than a certain 
apoiMed tmie. InvioUUe aeers^ h oliasFfad with 
regard to individual accounts, and each person 
connected with the institution signs a promiekj to 
that effect. These banks afford every facility within 
the bounds of prudence to those denlinfr ^vith tin in, 
tjveu carrying the spirit of acconimodatiou so far 
as to keep early hours for the benefit of tha agri- 
cnltaxisli who freqnant the market. 

Thto new system b finmd to work adndrably, 
and pays. Iiandaome dividends to the proprietors. 
It gratUted me to learn that the public of Cape 
Town ia aUel^ indalitod to laaae Chase, Esq., the 
United States consul, fnr the adoption of this bind- 
ing system. I had many interesting conversations 
with him on the subject, and also convenad villi 
others, inhabitants of the colony, who expressed 
themselves highly pleased with the success of these 
institutions, while at the Mma lima tfam^ acknow- 
ledged their obligations to our oommeroial agent. 

Wine is the great staple of the colony ; but 
many of the vine-groners have been l uiucd, in 
consequence of the vacillating policy pursued by 
tiio lionw govemnient, with Tsgard to thtobnuieh 
of induntrv. Trusting to the promises made by 
the government, a vast amount of capital was in- 
vested in the business, and the annnu production 
was in a short time tripled. This state of things 
continued for about ten years ; but in the year 
18K * ahange of policy took pliM^and the protec- 
tion was diminished more than one-half ; and at 
the mme time a further ndnetion was proposed in 
tho Ix imty. As a natural consequence, a depreci- 
ation in ail the wine estates took place, and the 
kaa af nndi property enioad. TUa waa nmda 



I MOW nnplnaaant to tba Capo edonisbi liy a piopo- 

sition to put a duty on Cap<i wines, that would liava 
the effect of placing them at a higher duty than 
those of feragn wines. The coloniata are still tsay 
sensitive upon the subject of wine, and the treat- 
ment tliey have received ; not only have they to 
complain of bad faith on the part of the govern- 
ment, but the oon^bant efforts of others to decry 
their wines, some of which u% produced of as fine 
a quality us tlu^se in :uiy other part of the world ; 
but tliere is some foumiation for the disparaging 
reports that have been drouUtod, fat qqanUties 
have cprt.iinly been aantalwi»d tint had DOflnTMy 
raucii adulterated. 

The Cape colony, both as to soil and climate, is 
well adapted to the raising of all descriptions of 
winei^ from the lisht German and French, to tliose 
of Madaira and lAerry. 

In eonaeq^ience of the wv e r sea the eoknists 
have met with in the wine trade, Hiey have be- 
gun to turn their attention to tho rising of sheep; 
the oolony has been found to be well ada p ted to 
those producing fine wool, and ilia invaatnanta 
that have boon mada in tam bid frir to ba pro- 
fitable. 

Wheat and maiae am alw cultivated, particu- 
larly on the mountains near the Cape, where 
th^e grains grow in great perfection, and are 
raised in sufficient quantities to meet the con- 
sumption of the colony, and to be exported in con- 
siderable quantity to the Mauritius. The wheat 
now used is of a hard and flinty kind, and effec- 
tually resists the attacks of inaeets, aa well aa the 
rasl, which ware ftnnariy tronbleaoma. 

The other aUaf yndnekiaBa ana Mit, «B, and 
provisions. 

One great otataela ia oppoaed to this oolony ever 
becoming a great producer of wool, and tliat i^i the 
immense distances and the almost total want of 
communications. So bad are the roads and so 
great the hindrances, that the wonder is, not that 
there is so little internal trade, but how tnmspor- 
tation is effected at all. Were it not for the energy 
and pmareianoa of tiba oai^ eoloiiiats^ and the 
hardy breed of eatfle ttat th^ poesess, oommnni- 
catleii hetween distant parts of the colony would 
be nearly impossible. Some opinion may be formed 
of tiie etale of €he reads and the diffiedliaa to 

surmount, by the fact that fourteen pair of OKOn 
are fi-equently attached to a small wagon. 

The ox used in Africa seema to me to be of 
an entirely different breed from the animal we 
are accustomed to see in our country. Their 
legs are much longer in proportion to their 
bodies, lank and bare booes^ inth immense hmna ; 
and their gut, instead of a slow walk, is often a 
trot 

The whole of the foreign trade of the colony 
passaa tfanragh Cape Town. Tlie valoe of im- 
ports is estimated at one and a half million 
sterling, and that of exports amounts to upwards 
of a million. The vessels engaged in this trade 
nimiher about six hundred, whose tonrni^e 
amounts to one hundred and eighty thousand tons. 
The total revenue from customs, in the year 
1840, was forty-two thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-seven pounds. The exports consist of 
wine, wool, ivory, whale oil, liides, tallow, and 
aloes. Tbcae are either brought to Capo Town 
from tiw intnlor in wagons, or in amaU yeaaato 
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from Alj^oa Bay. They are sold by oaetion, in 
the market-pbice, every Saturday. TItis node of 
effectinp sak-s is almost universal. The scrvieea 
of auctioneers are of course iu request, and ia 
addition to their legitimate trade they receive de- 
ponta and make i^vanees on merchandize com- 
mitted to thnr diarge. The government taxes on 
sales I V aiu tion amount to a large sum, and no 
article cau be sold unleaa a tax ia paid ; for any 
infraetum of tfiis hw ttera is > iMavy penalty, to 
be collected by the market-master, who is appointed 
by the govermnent^ and who anperintends the 
collection of the dune aeeovdim; to ft tatUT wUeh 

ia published. 

There is a great want of labourers in tlie colony; 
and since the abolition of slavery, this scarcity lias 
Tei7 much inereaaed, for it is found that those who 
hftTe been manmmtted are not disposed to work 
nOM than is necessary to provide tliem^icU c s ith 
tied. The attonpt baa been made, and arrange- 
ments I believe wwm in progress, or eontem- 
i plated, to bind as apprentices the captured slaves 
( brought into the island of St. Helena, to tliose who 
were willing tOMO^o them, at the Cape of Good 
Hope. The governor of St. Helena, Colonel H. 
Trelawny, was well dispoiied to tliis plan, and it 
was understood was co-operating with the autho- 
ritiiee of the Cape to carry it fully into effect. Five 
ynn is to be the terra of apprenticeship. How- 
ever much the authorities incline to this plan, the i 
wisdom of it is much doubted by a large number 
of th« inbalntants of ih» colony, who allege, that 
alth'iugh it may nnswiT tlir ]iur|iii'-4' of giving re- 
lief, yet this benetit will not be permanent, and iu 
a few years they may be overburdened with a 
populatio?! (tf blackfl, who ivil! hp little inclined to 
labour, and may be a great impediment to the iu- 
U^aotion of a class of free Uboorai^ who might 
be permanently beneficial to Ae towu as well as to 
the interior. 

In the inhabitants of Cape Town, alUiough one 
sees a great varietv of ooetume and figmr^ yet a 
tnie Hottentot of ftiU blood is said to be bat rarely 
met with. Some, indecr^, vm re ] ointorl out as such; 
but, although they seemed to have the distiuguiiili- 
ing marks that are generally impressed upon us as 
characteristic, yet on fiurther isaxp^tf they did not 
prove to be really so. 

The men are represented as being teiry orach 
attached to their sheep-skin cloak or caroes. Those 
that we saw were remarkable for very high and 
prominent cheek-bones and a sharp chin; they are 
not much inolined to ateai^ employment: the at- 
tending of eattleiy and the mdolent and wandering 
life in which they paBM their time, suit their dispo- 
sition. They at times hire themselves out to the 
fiurmers, receiving cattle as wages. In tlie oohmy 
they do not bear a very high character for honesty 
and fiaithfulnefls. They are expert driverH of 
wagons, but are otherwise careless and inattentive. 
They are deemed an improvident race, though 
there are aome instances of their showing great 
attachment to individuals who have treated them 
well. Tbeir numbeia now are Tarionaly stated; 
but little dependenee Is Id be placed en die aeeonnis 
given, as is evident hj their langlnig htm ten to 
thirty thousand. 

Upwasds of tliirty thousand slaves bi the eokny 
have been manumitted ; but the success of these as 
free labourers is by no means encouraging. The 



cooleys or bearers have regular eroploymenty but 
the great majority of these are MUaya or people 

from India. 

I liad tile pleasure of becoming acquainted with 
Mr. Thompson, the intelligent African traveller, 
to whom the world is indebted for his interesting 
accounts of the Bushmen, and the chief knowledge 
we have of the interior of the colony. We are 
indebted to hia exertions, throi^h the liberality 
and joint action of some gentlemen of the Cape, 
for the many attempts tliat hnvn been made to 
penetrate into the interior of Africa. When the 
difliculties and perils of such efforts are didy con- 
sidered, it is not surprising that 80 littlr ^ticcprs has j 
been met with in the various expeditious under- i 
taken with this view. To those who would wish to 
seek adventure, the exploration of Africa offers at 
present a wider and more novel field than any 
other portion of the world. 

The colonial government has of late years had 
rnneh trouble with the CaflTre tribes on oie eastern 
limits of the colony. Tli ae have frequently made 
incursiotts, and driven otf the cattle of the settlers, 
in revenge for the injuries they have sustained 
fhmi the whites. The usual result is taking place; 
here, as elsewhere civilized man is driving the 
savage before him, and occupying their hunting- 
grounds for permanent agriculture. The mis- 
sionaries have in some cases pushed their esta- 
I blishments among these savage races, and from 
them the accounts of theCaff^ have been mostly 
derived. Their appearance as well ts dmneter 
seem to indicate a totally different origin from the 
negro and Hottentot tribes. One of the marked 
peculiarities abont them Is that they avoid marry- 
ing the women of their own tribe, preferriiu: to 
purchase wives from their neighbour's, for whom 
they barter their cattle. Tmnboukie women are 
preferred, although they are described as very 
ugly, being short, stout in the body, md having 
strong muscular limbs. 

Those who have visited the eonntiy itf the 
CUTres, describe them as extremely boeiHtable, 
and very cliecrfu! in their dispositions. They I 
mostly go naked, parUcularly during the heat of 
summer, tihoiufa they wear the ■ csross of sInn in 
the winter. Their arms consist of the spear and 
elnb, with a shield of buU's-hide to protect the 
person. Their principal food is the milk of thcnr 
herds, which they value beyond any thing else : 
they are a pastoral people, and the cattle-fold is 
c^jnsidered the great place of honoor, so much ao 
that their chieie are always found to ooeu|^ it. 
They have of htte years ebti^ned nuny iuMracs ; 
formerly tliey used the ox for riding, and this 
animal is said to have been even trained by them 
for thence. 

The part of South Africa occupied by the Caffrcs 
enjoys a delightful climate, and they, consequently, 
need but little protection from the weather ; and 
tlieir huts are rudely constructed. 

Of late years the settlcra at Port Nat4i,l, on the 
eastern coast, who are surrounded by the Caffre 
tribes^ set themselvea up as a sort of mdependent 
eomnnmity, believing they were beyond the limits 
of thr crli iiy ; they enacted laws and regulations, 
issued their declaration of independency invited 
seUJae, and tar a time eommltted many ataredtiea 
on thp rnfTres. The Cape govrminent, deeming it 
was advuiable to qbeck this disorderly spirit, sent 
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a» exp«dittoa to assert their proper Bupremacy. 
Troo]» were proceeding to Povt Natal at the tiose 

of our visit. 

During our stay we visited, as all strangers do, 
tha estate of Cons'tantia ; it ia situated about thif'* 
t«en miles from Cape Town. There are three 
small estates that bear this name, viz. High, 
Great, and Little Coustaiitia. The oountry we 
passed through, although barreu and sandy, was 
apparently well settled : the village of Wynberg is 
the residence of many persons who come here to 
enjoy the delightful air that generally blows from 
the matward ; most of the reaidencea are pretty 
cottages, and Boin'> hnve the appearance of hand- 
some villas ; they all have an air of neatness nud 
comfort about them. Oaks and the pine are 
almoat the only trees met with, and one ia some- 
what anrprisea that even theae should be found ; 
for the country is, to ajipearaiice, a barren waste, 
and many miles of it are quite unproductive for 
ngrieoHure. The searlet heath, blue oxalis, and 
the yellow composifw, not only enliven this waste, 
but give it somewhat the character of the flowery 
pmbies of Oregon. The sandy soil looked like the 
sea-shore, and bears indubitable marks of hftving 
been once covered by the ocean. 

The estates of Constantia lie east of the Table 
Mountain, on False Bay, and from their peculiar 
ntoatioa are adequately watered fay the mists eon* 
ilcnsod by that lofty mountain. The soil of tlieso 
estates is far from being rich, but is rather a li^ht 
and in some places a gravelly soil. The grapenes 
He for the most part on the slope to the south-east, 
while some are situated o« the low lands, which 
are carefully ditched to preserve them dry. They 
are divided into fields of some four or five aerea 
eaeh ; the grape-vines are planted in rows foav 
feet apart, liiey are never permitted to grow higher 
than three feet, and the whole is kept free from 
grass and weeds. In the spring, the vines ars 
pruned ; the grapes come to maturity in April ; 
while they arc growing, all unnecessary leaves 
and sprouts are removed, to give free access to 
the sun and air, and fuU advantage of the growth 
of the parent stock. 

The grapes aro allowed to remain on tlie vines 
until almost oonverted into raisins : they are then 
earefbl1yexammed,and alt the decayed and hmised 
ones removed, before being gathered. The same 
process is used for expr^eing the grape here as at 
Madura; but they have in some places advanced a 
step, and use the screw-press. The buildings for 
the storage of the wiues are of one story, and 
arrsnged into three apartments ; two of these are 
appropriated to the manufactul^e of tlie wine, and 
the third to that which is kept ripening for sale. 
The wines are of four kinds, Pontae, Fmntignac, 
and the white and red Constantia. Those are 
named hi the order of their celebrity and price, 
which is usually a fixed one : the wine here is sold 
by the aam aud half aam, ei^uivalent to a barrel 
and half barrel ; tiie cost for tiie last quantity is 
one hundred dolUirs for the first kind, eighty-five 
for the second, seventy-five for the third, and sixty 
for the fourth. To L. V. Renen, Esq., the pro- 
prietor of the High Constantia, we are indebted 
for many attentions. The grounds of Constantia 
were ornamented some plaster statues of 

Hottentots and Caffres, which were said to repre* 
•cot dft tme ^rpe of these natives. 



I paid a visit to tlie Cape observatoiy, famous 
from the lahouis of Sir John Hersdidl,cii the 
southern consteilationBi It is now in charge of T. 
iVIaclear, Esq., who was at the time of our visit 
absent, being engaged in the measurement of an 
arc of the meridian. His assistant Mr. Smyth, 
and Lieutenant Wilmot, of the magnetic observa- 
tory, showed us the instnimentji. Lieutenant 
Wihuot has four nou-commissioued artillezy officers 
for Ms assislnats. The day of our vnit happened 
to be term-day, when an almost uninterrupted 
series of observations are taken ; our stay wm 
therefore but short, as I was di.sineUned to inter- 
rupt the constant duties of the obsen-crfs. Durinfj 
our visit at the observatory, the wi-ather was beau- 
tifully clear ; no clouds were to be seen except 
over the Table Mountain, and objects viewed 
across the sandy plain were mudi distorted by 
refraction. 

The botanists attached to the expedition at 
tempted, during our stay, to ascend to the top of 
Table Mountain; but having taken a path different 
from that usually pursued, they were arrested by 
the perpendicular wall when about six hundred 
feet below the top. A great collection of botanical 
specimens amply repaid them for their disappoint- 
ment. They visited the valley between Table 
Mountain and the Devil's Peak, and found it to 
consist of a dry spongy soil, densely covered with 
rutacea-, intermixed with low bushes of heath, 
thyiuclaceoi, diusmas, and compositse, having a 
close resemblance and analogy to thenpbmd hog» 
of New Zealand. 

The drives around Cape Town are pleasant; the 
one to Green Pdnt is the most agreeable: this is a 
straggling vilhige,with the houses havmg pretty 
gardens m fipoot, laid out in the English style: the 



distant view of the 



ocean, with the heavy surf 
breaking upon the rocky coast, arc fine objeota to 
seawarC The rides and tops of the hills bk the 

rear are bare of tr-ps', but the roads are lined with 
cacti of largo growth, giving to the scenery a de- 
cidedly tropicsl ehaneter. Green Point has a 
municipal government, and elects its comnils-Hioner 
and ward-masters in the same manner as Cape 
Town. The light-hoiLHc is within this district: it 
is quite unworthy of the name, being decidedly the 
most inferior British estsblidiment I have seen. 
Tliis surprised me the more, because there is here 
a great necessity for a brilliant Ught. 

There is a commercial exchange at Cape Town, 
possessing a public library, consisting of about 
thirty thousand vulumes, and contiiining a reading- 
room, as wvW as a large hall, which is used for the 
public meetmgs and fwtivities of the inhabitsnts. 

Different sects of Christians are vying with eaeh 
other, to carry civilization and the Gospel to tlu- 
tribea in the interior; but, as usual, there are many 
who deny the purity of their principles, and 
spread scandaloos reports eonoennng their openc 
tions. 

The walks near the town are pretty, and kept in 
neat order. One that leads along tlie bnxtk in the 
real" of the town, whose banks are occupied by hosts 
of washerwomen, is peculiarly picturesque; as soon 
aa you ascend to the top of the hill, you overlook 
the town, bay, and shipping, and gain a view at the 
sandy plain and distant mountains, with Robbenls 
Island and Green Point in the distance. 

AmoDg the objects of mtersst at die Gapsj, is the 

At 
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Botanical Garden of the Baron von LuUwig. To 
his liberality we are much indebted for plants and 
seeds; and in fact every thin^ that our botanists 
desired was placed at their disposition. The gar- 
den is surrouuded by a brick wall, and situated 
near the foot of the Lion's Rump; its soil was 
originally poor, but it has been mndi enriched by 
manure. The collection of plants, both native and 
exotic, is good, but the seas^jn of flowers was over. 
The native bulbs, which form the great beauty of 
the collections here, liad passed, and but a few 
amaryllidee, and Bome varieties of the oxalis, re- 
mained in bloom. Many curious Hj>eciiuen9 of 
African plants were noticed, particularly some 
zandssi strelitsias, aloes, and tastudinarias. Of the 
former we brought home a fine i^pecimen, whose 
frui^ which tesratbles in shape a largti pine apple, 
is eaten bgr the hariinmn, and b said to be palatable 
when properly prepared. The collection of East 
Indian pianta was in fine order, and uumeruus 
specimens of the cacti attracted our notice. 

The portion of wound allotted as a flower-garden 
ooDtdMftfiiie cmleetioQ of roses snd dahlias, of 
omnnii Titrtl pliru1i3 aiifl annuals. There is also a 
vegetable-garden, wiuie fruit-trees are interspersed 
here and there throughout the Avhole. The pro- 
prietor fumislies tickets of a<linis.sion to all wlio 
desire them; but his rules and regulations as to the 
hour of entrance, and respecting ths police of 
gudm, mvmt be strictly observetL 

The plants famished ns by fhe bsron hsTO 
flourrshc rl ndmirably since our return. 

If one were to place full reliance on the asser* 
tfons of its inhsnmnits» Gape Town and the sniN 
rounding country possess a perfection of climate to 
be met with iu no other part of the world; but this, 
it is to be regretted, is not fully corroborated by the 
testimony of the neteorologiesl xegisters thai have 
been kept, as well as ^e experienee of tiioee who 
have ^vritteii upon the- suTiject. It has many pecu- 
liarities, and may be termed rather a cold climate 
fur its Utitude. TheuMMi temperature throughout 
the yrar is 67 J*^. Tlie extreme vary 10'' above and 
as umch below the mean. It is classed by its inha- 
bitants under the warm and equable climates; yet, 
notwithstsndwifc in many sitnation^ it is extremely 
▼atiable: flie thermometer will flnetwite ten de- 
grees in a? mnny minutes, prodiic!n;:r an unplea- 
sant sensation of oold; this is owing to the chilly 
winds that sweep down from the Table Mountain 
in blasts, to equalize the density of the atmosphere 
; rarefied by being iu contact with the heated soil 
j beneath. But little difference is observed between 
; the tepapexatavs of wuMhioe and shade in free and 
' opon^^Mons. 

This variation of cHmntr is ascribed to thewinds: 
the south-east winds prevail for the most part of the 
year, and are warm; these are succeeded by the 
cold winterly winds, which invariably bring fog and 
misty weather; but in viewhig the situation of the 
Capo with respect to the large bodies of water 
flowing past it, it would seem more reasonable to 
Impute ft to the warm tro|tod and cold polar cnr- 
rf iit-3 of water, of whose existence we have given 
ample proof in the preceding pages; for if the 
winds wera alone to be taken into account, that 
which comes from the south-east, in the southern 
hemisphere, ought to produce the cold, wlule tlie 
west and north-westerly winds should be warm. 
The sadden changes of temperature mentumed 



above are merely local, and often confined within 
narrow limits. 

At our anchorage in the bay this ooenxrence was 
strikingly perceptible, not only by the thermeineter 
but from the cft'ict prtKlueed on o-ir < wn feelings; 
while in the town, although the chauge could be 
felt, still it was not SO remarkable. The inhabitants 
aBsi i t tbnt these chanfrcs occur oftenest during the 
prevalence of a strong south-east wind; but my 
own experience leads me to believe that they take 
place during the night, and partieolarly when a 
calm prevails, or but a slight breeze is blowing, and 
indeed all the facts connet f- d v itli it would lead 
me to the opinicai that such must be the case. 
Although all seem to be aware of these variations 
of temperature, I did not learn of any observations 
that have been taken that could be relied on for 
accuracy. 

Thennometers in different parts of the town, of 
course, give very discordant results, and all meteo- 
rological observations ought to bo taki n in situa- 
tions aa far as possible removed from tlte influence 
of these ehangcs. The south-east wbids are often 
so violent as to prevent communication between 



ttie sliippnig and ttie snore aunug some parts oi i 
the dav, and often cause damage to the small boats, 

or to the vessels themselves. Cargoes can only be ' 



the shipping and the shore during some 

Cargoes can only 
taken in or discharged with safety in the morning, ! 
previous to the occurrence of these winds. | 

Before eondnditig my remarks on the climate of 
the Cape, it is neeessaiy to adTort to the eoriovs 
effects of refraction that arc often observed. A 
strange distortion of objects is frequently seen, and 
even at a short distance from Robben's Island the 
surf sometimes appears to be thrown tip into lofty 
jets of foam, or a wave is so distorted that it seems 
rolling in high enough to submerge the whole island. 
These diatortions occur not only in the sea, but in 
the land view. I noticed them during our visit to 
the observatory, and now call attention to them 
again, because the same effect seems to be produced 
on sea or on land by contrary causes. When at 
sea, refractions have been obaervcd by us, when- 
ever the thermometer at the masthead showed a 
higher ilegrec of temperature than that at the sur- 
iaoe of the water; but at the Cape the corrent of 
air in oontaet with the heated and sandy soil most 
be of a higher temperature than that inmiedihtely 
above it, and thus causes the distortion of distant 
objects; or the fact may be accounted for on the 
8uj)position of two parallel currents of diffen^'nt 
temperatures, moving in opposite directions, and 
beyond any immediate influence of the earth. I 
know of no placo so favourable to the observation 
of ^is descrip tion of atmosphene phenomsna as 
the Cape and its vicinity. 

The population of the Cape colony, by the returns 
in 1841t was one hundred and fifty-three thousand, 
on an area of one hundred and nine thousand eij;ht 
hundred and sixty-four sijuare miles. The deaths 
amount annually to about one in forty. The co- 
loured pi^ulation exceeds the white by about ten 
thoosand. Landed estates in the eoiony are gene- 
rally held by those cultivating tla m, imdi r a lease, 
and not in fee. The early settlers liad not sufficient 
funds to enable them to pttrehase aa hwge fkrms 
aa were necessary, and the present system was in 
consequence resorted to. The leases, however, 
were made perpetual, and the farms held under 
tbta tenure are known in the ooUnyr u I<oaii 
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VKtaoBf* they contain about three square miles, 
andth«re are many of this description still cxistiug: 
these are considered aa desirable tenures, being 
good as long as the rent is regularly paid, which is 
geaendly at the low nte of ten dollars for the 
tract. The lands, however, about the Cape, and in 
the Cape district, were obtained by grants^and are 
now known as ** Gratuity Farms.** 

There are likewise freehold estates, which con- 
sist of a small farm, not much exceeding one hun- 
dred acres. Tliese, I was told, were in the immn- 
diate vicinity of Capo Town. They were nanaUy 
obtained by purchase of the first settlers. 

The system of quit-rents is in pcrpctnity, and tlie 
rent is made ta depend upon the qualit^ and cii - 
cumstanoes of the crop. These axe die largest 
kuid ofc^itatcs, and seldom inelude less than five to 
oight thousand acres. 

The sale or transfer of land was also novel to us. 
No land can be sold, unless the persons make a]>plt- 
catiou at the Cape, to officers apjiointcd, called 
cuininissioners, whose duty it is to see that all liens 
on the laod, sueh as honm and mortgages^ are all 
paid up; and the liabilities are fully protected; and 
the person wishing to sell must have pemiissiiin of 
the one who may hold any claim on the estate, be- 
fore he can legally dispose of hb property; and the 
consent of the mortgagee must be obtained in 
writing bcfuru the debt can be transferred with the 
property. 

Supplies of all kinds can be obtained at the 
Cape, and usually at reasonable prices; the bread 
we purchased, nm I fr >ra native flour, was of ex- 
cellent qoali^; fruit also, though considered out 
of aenson by flie inhabitantB, eoald be purehaaed m 
any quantity, either in the markets or from the 
bumboats alongside of the vessels. The usual faci- 
lities for watering are rather deficient: there are no 
floating tanks, and someinoonvenieooe results from 
the use of caska. 

On the 17th, we got under way with a light and 
Iwffling wind. The air was Ssvm the east wsxd aloft, 
while a westerly breeze blowing below it, often took 
our lower sails aback; still the ui j i- m. - vii.> 
full. By constant attention and frequent bwiugiiig 
oftlm yards, we effected a passage through the 
northern channel, passing at a short distance fnnn 
Robben's Island, on whose shore we saw, as usual, 
the breaking surf curiously refracted. 

Robben's Island is now used as a place of con- 
finement for criminals, who are employed in the 
quarries to furnish stone for paving and building. 
The stone is a schistus, and commonly kuowu at 
the Cape as bine flag. 

As we cleared the island, objects to seaward 
were seen refracted in a manner that I had never 
before observed so distinctly. As before stated, 
there was an upper and an tnider current in the 
atmosphere, and these sirau were of different 
temperature. The thermometer at the masthead 
maning 7^> while that on the deck stood at no 
more than S^. A ship about three miles distant 
in the offing, was seen vertically and horizontally 
refracted at the same time. Her courses and top- 
sails appeared ill'deHned, shapeless, and qolvering; 
her bowsprit and head-spars formed curves, whiTo 
her jib and flying-jib were drawn out in nearly 
horizontal lines. Above, her topgallant-sails and 
royals were seen perfectly well defined; a distinct 
line of bluish haze divided them from the lower 

, 



sails, and could be traced to about sixty degrees 
ou each side, until it joined with the lioiizon. 

We now shaped our course for St. Helena, which 
I was desirous of reaching at tlie earliest day, in 
order to intercept the two brigs, and if a farmer 
'supply of bread could he oVttatncd there, tO proceed 
with them directly for the United States. 

Our passage to St Helena was of the ordinaiy 
length, thirteen days; we had very light winds aud 
a smooth bea, indicating that a long eahn had ex- 
isted. Northerly currents generally prevailed, 
though at times setting to the eastward and west- 
ward of that point. On tho SOth of April, in the 
latitude of 2:*' S., and longitude 2' 40' E., we en- 
tered the trades, from which time until our arrival 
at Si Helemk on the 1st of May, we experienced no 
currents. 

The appearance of the island disappointed us: 
its height and si/.e were much less thtti wo anti- 
cipated. It is ! I f a bare and barren rock, rising 
abruptly from liie sea ; and the only thing re- 
markable is the suocession of b:ttteries, which are 
seen occupying eveiy nook aud comer where 
cannon could be placed, from the water-line to the 
highest peak. All now serve but to recall to mind 
the extraordinary man for whose safe-keeping so 
mueb oost and care had been bestowed, nam 
the outwai'd view of St. Helena, it seems scarcely 
necessary to have iucui'red su much expense and 
provided such means for the safe-keeping of Napo- 
leon ; for the island itself is almost inaccessible on 
all sides ; its bare rocks rising several hundred 
feet perpendic-ularly from the water. To reach the 
roadstead it is necessary to pass within a short 
dtstanoe of the roek8,aiid close along them until 
the valley of Jamestown is reached, which offers 
the only anchorage. Here it is often diHicult to 
procure a good berth, ss thoxvadstsad is frequently 
crowded with vessels. 

Ou our arrival we were informed that the Por- 
poise and Oregon had sailed but a short time pi*c- 
viousU ; all were well, and their stojf at the island 
had been short. Six American ships were at 
anchor in the roadHtcad when we arrived, ajid 
three more came in the day after, making in all 
ten ships and a schooner bearing the flag of our 
own country. 

The interior of the island of St. Helena is unin- 
teresting, and when compared with those we had 
recently visited, may be said to be devoid of 
beauty. It poflsesses nothing to recommend it tn 
the notice of a stranger, except its connexion with 
Napoleon's exile. It ia said this i^and was first 
suggested as a place of confinement for the great 
prisoner by the Duke of Wellington, who had him- 
self been detained there for some months, while 
on his way from India, and was forcibly impressed 
with its natural strength and ajdaptation for his 
confinement. 

To tho circumstance of the residence of Napoleon 
this island owes not only its chief celebrity; but as 
a consequence, its temporary growth and prospe- 
rity: and with the removal of hia remains, St. 
Helena will revert to what it was formerly. 

On his first landing, the ex-emperor occupied 
the very apartments formerly used by the Dukt; of 
Wellington; but was, the next day, at his own 
request, removed to the Briai*s," a retired country 
cottage, situated in the small "boSOm" at the head 
of the gully of Jamestowu. 

A a 2 
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The onl|y collectioD of houses is Jamestown; «ud 
■Ithoagli ntoftied In « narrow gorge, it io the best 

locality on the island for a town. Tlie space occu- 
pied by it has been as much improved a8 wa!> poti- 
aible^ and Hie pUee has nther a cheerful appear- 
ance; more, however, from the diversified cliai ac- 
ter uf its intiubitautR, than from the uoatiu-iss and 
arehiteetore of its buildings. The vnriety of co»- 
tome it greater than one vould expecu ran^ng 
flnm the weO-dreMied Englbh ai»ldier to the Onen- 
tal costumes of India and China. There are many 
quadroons, who arc said to be descendants of the 
natives of Madagascar, brong:ht here* originally by 
the Dutch. Tliey wore pointed out to mp m re- 
markable for their beauty, and many of tiiem have 
certainly, it must be acknowledged, well-doTeloped 
and even handsome forms; wliich, from appear- 
ances, they are fond of exhibiting, and to which 
their style of dress is well adapted. 

Extortion is here carried to its height, and 
althongh the stay of the atmnger i» only for a few 
hours, the timo is sufficient to make liim awaro 
that ho has sulMuitted to some exorbitant demand^ 
if his curiosity liave led him to Tint Longwood and 
tbe tomb of Napoleon. 

Our consul, Mr. Carrol, was kind enough to 
make arran;;einents for our visiting Longwood and 
the tomb, and it was decided tliat we should set out 
at an early honr the next nionting. 

Captain Hudson, Mr. Waldi-on, and myself, ac- 
cordingly Unded at the jetty early the next day, 
and found waiting for us a email wagon with two 
stout horses, in which wo seated ourselves, and 
were driven to the American consulate. We wci-e 
there johied by Mr. CaiTol, and takfaig the eastern 
road, commenced aaeeuding the nanmw track lead- 
ing up the ride of the cliff. The road seemed to 
have been carried over some places with great 
difficulty; heavy walb were built in some places to 
fonn the road, while In others the path was blasted 
out of the rock. As we a.«:ccndc(?, ^m? Iia ! n V it d's- 
eye view of the town and the gorge ni which it lity. 
The houeea and their hihabitants were allhe re- 
duced in size, and we experienced the accuracy of 
the poetical assertion, ''that distance lends en- 
chantment to the view," for from our elevated 
position all appeared neat and clean. The hospi- 
tals for the troops are situated fat the upper end of 
the valley, in a space too contracted fur comfort. 
Their appearance is strongly in contrast witli that 
of those usually attadied to Britidi garrisMis, and 
led to some iiujniries on my part as to the necessity 
for their coniintrd posiliun. The island being usually 
healthy, and infectious diseases but seldom pre- 
vidling, quarantine is performed at Lemon Valley, 
or rather it was used for that pur|>a8e during our 

visit; a number of recaptured slaves, aiiKJUf^ whuni 

the small-pox had made its appearauco, being 
detained there. 

The first object of interest that presents itself as 
connected with the residence of Na|)ulcon, is tiie 
cottage at the Briars, to which he was removed 
soon after his arrival. It is situati d in a small 
dell at the head of the gully, and has attached to it 
some ten acres of ground, laid out in walks and 
flower-beds. There are many umilar spots on the 
isbad, whidi are known by the name of** bosoms ;" 
none of them, huwever, so striking, nor having 
such an air of quiet and comfort as that just men- 
tioned. Ila bsantiea are man strongly impmsed 



by tbe marked contrast they afford to the arid and 
Mrren roehs of the gully side, up which we had 

been making our ascent jinder a buminj; sun. The \ 
only vegetation on the surrounding bills was a few 
cacti and wild vine s, and some firs that were im- 
ported from Scotland about fifty ycar'^ n^<v The 
hi^h ground uf Uie island was of ei^uai altitude, 
there being but few points above the general level. 
On reaching it, we felt a sensible change of tem- 
perature, the Mr beeoming raw and disagreeable. 
Turning' to the eastward, we proceeded tlu-i e miles 
along the road, and then turned into the path which 
leads to the quiet dell in which the tomb is situated. 
The mad soon became bo steep that were 
obliged to alight from the carriage, and dc'i>ci iid on 
foot to the cottage occupied by the widow Talbot, 
who furnishes refreshments to visiters, and who 
takes care to let it be known that it is customary to 
pay for them, wlu ther you partake or net. Her 
continued whinings about her poverty, tlie injustice 
oi the British goTermnent, and the unfulfilled pro- 
mises of the Prince de Joim ille, are sin;;ular!y out 
of place, and at variance with the thoughts with 
which one's mind is occupied when visiting such a 
spot. In the rear of tiie cottage, at the cud of the 
dell, and about thirty yards distant, is the tomb. 

On the banks of the dtll, a few yews, cedars, and 
weeping-willows, are srowing; while in its centre 
stands the old andnowleafless willaw, which seems, 
like the emperor, to have been killed by the treat- 
ment it has received. A spring of pure and deli- 
cious water bubbles from tne rock near by; to it 
we retreated to avoid the annoyance occnsioned by 
the monotonous winnings of an old sergeant. He 
talked continually of the length, breadth, and 
depth of the vault, told us of how many slabs it was 
formed, how they were cemented together, how 
opened, and many other particulars of so little 
importance, that I shall nut trouble my readers by 
repeating them. We at last put an end to the 
garrulity by paying liim tlic expected shilling, and 
walking off out of hcai'in^. This is an annoyance 
to which all who liave vtsited the tomb have been 
subject, and which does away with half the satis- 
faction of the pilgrimage. We drank some water 
from the spring, received a bouquet of the Napo- 
leon geranium from the little girls, and returned to 
the cottage, which we found crowded with Dutch 
oflRcers, who were devouring tlie widow's eatables 
as if dctennined to have the worth of their money; 
from their great appetites she told us she antici- 
pated but little pndit. Scarcely had they finished 
eating, when their pipes were put in requisition, 
and a cloud of smoke not only filled the apartment, 
but issued in all directions fmm its doors and win- 
dows. 1 have seldom seen eo little regard paid to 
the comfort of others, or so little rcsi)ect shown to 
the resting-place of the mighty d^d, as by these 
officers. 

After satisfying the claims of tho widow, and 
disposing of certain relics obtained through her as 
marks qCspecial favour, we departed for Longwood, 
about two miles further on. The road h good and 
nearly level, running along the top of a barren 
ridge; on our way we passed the " Tap- room," im- 
mediately opposite to which was the dwelling of 
the Count Bertrand. The horizon is visible from 
the rnad, both to tlie north and cast; and on either 
side the eye wanders beneath into the deep and 
inaooeasibla guUiei^ from which their gloomy and 
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mdnviting chiuracter have obtained the appropriate 
name of the Devirs Crorge, &c. 

The day on which we paid thia visit waa called 
by the inhabitants a fine one, but we thought the 
air damp and chilly, and were glad to draw our 
eloaks closely around us. Wc soon reached the 
gate, and wore stopped until we paid the usual fee 
(»f two ahilliugs aterling for each person. The 
hooBO b at present leased by the govetnmettt to 
a Captain Mnson, a retired array officer, for ono 
hundred and fifty pnunds ])er annum, and by hi^ 
order the entrance fee is demanded before the gate 
is opened. Mr. Carrol pointed out to us the sites 
of the camps of observation, and other spots in 
the neighbourhood, interesting from associations 
conneeted with the rendence o? Napoleon. As we 
drove towards the hotise, every thing wore a De- 
lected look, to all appearance intentional. 

Longwood is now but little better than a barn ; 
the glass of the windows is broken, and the out- 
ward walls much disfigured. Tin? dour at which 
visiters are admitted is covered with a amnXl lat- 
ticed venuida, and leads into what is called the 
biUiard-rooniy although it seems much too small 
ever to have been used for that purpose ; its walls 
are covered Ait!i si ribblin;;, and its general ap- 
pearance is dirty and neglected. The next apart- 
ment is about fourteen vy seventeen feet, said to 
have been used as a dining-room, ani in which 
Napoieuii died ; it is now occupied by a patent 
tbrashing and winnowing machine, and was strewed 
with chaff and straw. The adjoining room had 
been u»ed as a library ; its present state waa diii- 
gusting, and it seemed as if appropriated to the 
batching of chickens. The liatb, bed, and dressing- 
rooms, which he ooenpied at the oommeneement of 
hiff Illness, are now in part UBe<l as a stable. The 
place in which his l>ody lay in state, contains eight 
stalls, five of which were ooenpied by hones and 
cattle. 

If the design had been to desecrate as much as 
possible the mdiilBlion that had been occupied by 
the fallen emperor, it could not liave been more 
effectually accomplished ; bnt whatever may be 
the motive, wliether intentional or otherwise, it cer- 
tainly rcdouuds little to the credit of tlte British 
nation. The miserable oondition of Longwood 
when ^vc v)sit(.(l it was a snbject of general animad- 
version. Tiie money derived from tlie lejvso of the 
projyerty is paid into the queen's treasury, no part 
of this small sum being retained to keep Uie build- 
ing in repair ; nor are there any conditions in the 
lease that compel the lessee to do it. It is with 
r^ret I am compelled to state that the lessee is a 
military man, and an officer in the British 
army. 

Longwood is bleak and exposed ; the damp 
trade-winds sweep past it continually, and but few 
days in the year are without either mist or rain. 
The valley of Jumestown is known to be dry and 
healtliy ; there are some other spot.s also on the 
island tltat enjoy a climate as fine as any on tlie 
globe. One of these might have been ehosen as a 
residence, whicli would have proved nnich more 
congenial to the taste, and better suited to the 
constitution of the emperor. Plantation House, 
for instance, the country seat of the governor, 
enjoys, by ail accunnts, a delightful climate. 

The grounds of Longwood cannot be called 
pretty, but from the constant moisture the herb- 



age b greener than in other parts of the isUmd. 

There are no trees, but the shnddjery is dense 
around the gardens. The new house at Long- 
wood is built of yellow sandstone, one story 
in height, and is situated some hundred yards 
on the western declivity, and is in some measure 
sheltered from the easterly wnds. It contains a 
handsome suite of rooms, and, when compared with 
the old house, seems quite a palace. At the time 
of our visit it was occupied by Lieutenant Smith, 
of the artillery, and his assistants, who liave charge 
of the magnetic observatory. The house has never 
been finished: the death of the emperor of course 
rendering its completion uuuecessaai'y. It is said 
that during his life he never visited it, nor would 
he allow any one to consult him about its plan, 
deehuHing that he would not remove to it. 

Napoleon seems to have engrafted li'm? IF <m 
the memoiy of the islanders; and all the events 
and little incidents oeeurring to him during his re- 
sidence, are remembered and cherished by them 
witb pleasure. His diief complaint regarded the 
system of espionage nndsv which he waa placed, 
from the hour in which ho gave himself up to the 
English to that of his death. It has been asserted, 
and up to this time without contradiction, that Sir 
George Cockburn, who commanded the Bellero- 
phon, in which vessel Bonaparte was transported ' 
to St. Helena, was ordered to make minutes of 
every conversation that took place during the voy- 
age. These memoranda have been already pub- 
lished in Boston, and their authenticity, although 
denied, seems to be unquestionable; for the publi- 
cation emanated from the privat(> secretary of Sir 
George; who, while making out ono fair copy of the 
minutes, made another for hhnself. Although the 
ministry may have thouLjht themselves justified in 
taking this course at the time, yet it seems, at this 
time, sosTcely reconcilable with a high SCDse of 
honour; and notwithstanding Sir George may have 
considered it necessary to obey implicitly his orders, 
still the fact that he lent himself to meh » sendee 
must injure his reputation. 

In justice to Sir Hudson Lowe, it most he stated, 
according to what I heard at the island, that his 
treatment of hia royal captive was in strict con- 
formity to his fawtrvettonB, and that, as far as his 
orders were concerned, he was allowed no dis- 
cretion. Many of the inhabitants know that he 
tried in several ways to anuliorate the condition 
of liis prisoner, but he was not permitted to 
do so. 

I tru'^t that what I have said upon fliis subject 
will not be construed as disrespectful to a high- 
minded and friendly government, or be casting any 
odium ou the many honourable and courteous Bri- 
I tish oflicers it has been my g(M)d foi'tune to meet 
in many parts of the globe, and who have extended 
to me and my officers the meet grateful aviliaes; 
but I could not foihear the expresiion of my sen- 
timents when I contemp!jito the prison-house of 
Napoleon, and the ignoble condition and ubes to 
which it is put. 

The officer in charge of tlit> magnetic observa- 
tory complained that it was ba<lly placed, and titat 
both his instruments and observations sufiFered 
from the constant change of temperature, and the 
dampness of the ritnation. He politely showed us 
the inslnmunts, whicli were in a detached bnild- 
u»g; after which we returned Longwood, and 
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scon aft r r left it, glad to escape firam the nut end 
driving \\h\d that enveloped it. 

From Longwood we took the road to Plantation 
House, whiim leads earoas the islend, makiog 
numerous toniB as it eseends and descends the 
gullies. ^lany pretty dells were occupied by neat 
cottages, in whose gardens were cultivated potatoes 
and ether T^getahm. Of the ftnner, two crops 
are obtained within the year, and a ready sale is 
found for them to the vessels th&t visit the 
island. On our anival at the porter's lodge of 
Plantation House, we were informed that the 
governor. Colonel Trelawny, had gone to James- 
town, and tliat tlie ladies of the family were not 
visible. We therefore, so far as time permitted, 
examined the grounds, which are laid out with 
taste, and contained a good collection of foreign 
trees. Some of these were very flourishing, and it 
was curious to see many trees of European qMCiSB 
growing side by side with those of Aii«*rr\lin. 

Our botauLsts were of opinion tliat tiio tradition 
which prevails, of the island, at the time of its dis- 
eoreiy, having been covered with wood, is erro- 
neotis; and that the storv of the d«sbnieti<m of this 
forest by goats, is equally so. The barrenness of 
this island is well illustrated by the difficulty with 
which joxmg trees are fneserved from the ravages 
of sheep or goats. Pasture is so scarce, that but 
few cattle are kept, and these are chiefly importa- 
tions from the Cape of Good Hope. Their scarcity 
nay be judged of from the price of beef, which sells 
for twenty-flve cents a poimd; and it may be as 
W ell to state, that to strangers the pxiosaofaU other 
eatables are equally exorbitant. 

From the road near Phmtation Honse^ we had a 
good view of the gully in which Jamestown is 
situated, together with the ravines extending into it 
ttam the interior of the island. Descending, we 
passed over a portion of the island w hich is little 
better than a barren rock. Yet iu some places 
comfortable-looking houses were seen, and here and 
there a beer-hous^ or tap-room, quite in the Eng- 
lish style, and, from all aeeounts, as great nmsances 
as low taverns are m any country. We finally 
reached the fortiiication ou Ladder Hill, and made 
the descent of the zigzag road on tlu; side of the 
cliff, passing a place called Colonel Pearce's Re- 
venge, where the road is completely overhung by 
large masses of rock, which seem i^eady to iUl. 
The rapid pace of the horses, the freqnent sharp 
toma, and Uie overhanging cliff, excite some alarm 
in those not accustomed to them; and 1 must con- 
fess that I was qtiite satisfied when we passed 
the hist turn, and weve safely hmded at the eim- 
sulate. 

The populaticm of the island is about four thou- 
sand. It consists of whites, who, if the garrison be 
dedticted from their numbers, form the smallest 
portion of the inhabitants ; of negroes and their 
descendants of the ini.ved blood, and some few 
Chinese. The n^roca were brought by the East 
India Company frain Madagascar, and, with their 
descendants, now form the largest portion of the 
population. The number of vessels that touch 
annually at the island is now about dght hun- 
dred. 

We embarked in tlie afternoon, regretting that 
our time was so limited, ami that no opportunity 
was afforded us to return the kind attentiwis be> 
•towed opoa OS bf the eoDBol and his funiljr. 



As we were getting under way, it became evident 
that many of the seamen had obtained SnppHes of 

grog from the shore, in spite of all the precaution- 
ai'y measures that had been taken. One, in con- 
sequence, fell from the main>top^ hot, fevtimately 
for him, while falling, struck a portion of the rig- 
ging, and was thus canted into the sea, from which 
he was pidcsd up miinjaMd. When the anchor 
was up we bore away to the nOKthwacd, UndcT all 
sail, with a favourable breeze. 

As we passed through the tropics, maiiy oppor- 
tunities were afforded us for viewing the zodiacal 
light, both in the morning and the evening. Its 
general appearance was thatof a well-defined cone, 
whose height, as marked by the stars, remained 
nearly constant at 40^ elevation, and at the base 
16°. Its first appearance after sunset was like a 
broad semicircular baud of light, the brightness uf 
wMdi inereaeed as the evening closed iu, when its 
shape became that of a well-defined cone. The 
light was sumetimes equally diffused, and at others 
appeared as if radiating through the cone. Its 
intensity varied from a li^t eqiul to that given by 
a bright aurora to tliatof a oomet, the centre of tiie 
cone being often the least brilliant; and during a 
partially uoudy evening it was sometimes so bright 
as to obaeore stsie dMme aeeond magnitude. Its 
ajipearance in the morning was better drfmrd tliati 
iu the evening, aiid tlie light was more of a blue 
than a yellow tint; the idtitude of the cone was 
greater, and its base of less extent. As we changed 
our latitude, the position of the apex of the cone re- 
mained stationary, but its inclination vai'ied. For 
further information on these phenomena, 1 must 
rsfer the reader to the volnme on Physics. 

On the 9th of ^Tay, wt! cropped the magnetic 
equator in latitude 9' 20' S., and in longitude 16* 
40' W. 

On tl; 2nd of June, we had reached latitude 
29" N., and iongitude 68' W.; and the wind, which 
had been gradually hauling from the northward 
and eastward round to the south-south-west, began 
to fiiul no. We liad light and variable breves 
from this day until the 8th, when we reached the 
ueighbourhoold of the Golf Stream, and expe- 
rienced the weather that is peculiar to it The 
lightning was very vivid, and the rain fell in tor- 
rents ; its temperature was 03°. In the latter 
part of the day it blow a stroog gale from tiie 
eastward. I regretted tliis much, as it was my 
intention to make full experiments on the deep 
tenipci-aturc and the velocity of the current in the 
stream; but the roughness of the sea and violence 
of the wind prevented it The doae proximity to 
our port also, and the increasing impatience of all 
ou buard to reach their homes, forbade all unne- 
cessary delay. The experiments we did make 
gave a difference of three degrees of temperature, 
between tho surface and one hundred fathoms 
depth. The highest temperature of the surface 
experienoed wMle crossing the stream was 79"; 
wh«i we vatenif it was 77°> We were seven 
hours in crossing it, and found, as iii our first pas- 
sage, that the inner edge was the warmest. During 
ilie next half hour after leaving the Chilf Sinam, 
the surface temperature fell twelve degrees, and ro 
continued until we got on soundings, when it rose 
again some throe or four degrees. The morning of 
the 9th was foggy, which rather tried our patience, 
but by firing guus we attracted the attention of the 
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pilot- boats, and ou the fog clt^riiig away a little, 
discovered one close to us. A pilot now boarded 
and took charge of the ship, and at noon on the 
10th of June, 1842, anchored us off Sandy Hook, 
where a steamer carue alongside soon afterwards, ' 
and took us in tow. After stopping lialf an hour 
at the quarantine ground, to veeeiTe tfie Tbit of 
the health officer, we held OUT eOWM lowafds the 
city of New York. 

Before I left the Vinoennes ufT tlie Battery, the 
crew were called to muster, when I expressed to 
them my thanks for Uie manner in which they had 
conducted tliemselvea during; the cruise, and stated j 
the eoufident belief entertained by me, that thoy 
wonJd reeetve tnm the goTernment nieh Tewafde 
as the snccessful performance of the cruise, and ' 
their long aiid perilous services, entitled them to. 
A national salute fnm then fired, and my pennant 
hauled down, the command of the ship being given 
to Captain Hudson, who proceeded with her to the 
navy-yai'd. As soon us she was safely moored, all 

ithe meu who could be spazed were allowed to go 
on ahor^ with their bags and lianmioeks. A hap- 
f pier set of fellows tlisTi ihey were is not often to be 
met with; being relieved from their long coufine- 



ment on shipboard, and the severe discipUne of a 
man-of-war. 

Those who have perused this full narrative of 
the events of the expedition, I confidently believe, 
will absolve rae from all the charges so industri- 
ously oinmlated against me, relative to the manner 
ht which 1 had conducted the expedition; at the 
same time they will see what meed of honour or 
reward is justly due to the officers and crews who 
fiuthlnlly served out the cruise. Ail of the former, 
and many of tlie latter, are still to be found on the 
rolls of tiie navy, and to them, I trust that the 
applau.sc of a gi-ateful eowtiy hw been only de- 
layed, not wholly lost. 

On oar arrival home, the heaMi of fhe priaoner 
Veudovi had so far declined, that it was necessary 
to place him iu the Naval Hospital at New York. 
Every attention was paid him thare^ bnt veiy aoon 
afterward he expired. 

The Porpoise aud Oregon had, in the moan time, 
proceeded to Rio Janeiro, where tliey executed j 
their instructions, and having obtained the neces- 
•axy supplies, flailed lior the United States. After 
leaving the equator, their route differed hoi little 
from &at pursued by the YiDccnneai 
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A. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 



Navy Department, i 
August lltb, 18S8. 

Sib, — The Congress of the United States, having 
in view the important interests of our commerce 
embarked in the whale-fisheries, and othar adven- 
tons in the groat Southern Ocean, bran act of 
the Ifith of May, 18:^6', authorized an Expedition 
to he fitted out for the purpose of rxi luring and 
surveying that sea, as well to detcrniiuc the ex- 
istenee of all denbtful blands and shoals, as to 
discover and accurately fix tlm j^osition of thoBc 
which lie in or near the track of our vessels in that 
quarter, and may have escaped the observation of 
aeientifie navigators. Libeml Mpropriations have 
been made for the aittainment or tiiese ohjecU, and 
the President, reposing great confi L lu r In jour 
courage, capacity, and z^, has appointed you to 
the command of the Expe^tion, requiring you to 
proceed to the performance of the duties of that 
station T*ith the vessels placed under your ordera, 
consisting of the sloops of war Vincennes and Pea- 
cock, the tiup Rehef, the brig Potpoue,' and 
tenden Sea^Qiul and Flymg-FidL^ 

As soon as thei?o vessels are in every respect 
ready, you will accordingly take your departure 
Crom Norfolk, and shape your course to Rio Janeiro, 
crossing the line between longitude 18° and 22" W., 
and keeping within those meridians to about lati- 
tude 10** S,, with a view to determine the existence 
of certain vigiat or shoals laid down in the charts 
as doubtful, and whoso pooHiont ahonld .tlisj bo 
found to exist, it is deemed ussfnl to <he Inteveats 
of our commerce to ascertain. 

At Rio Janeiro you will replenish your supplies, 
taking special care to fariiish yourself with a suffi- 
ciency of all those articles which are considered 
the best preventives and remedies for the scurvy. 
You will dutcrmine the longitude of that place, as 
well as of Cape Frio ; after which, you will ei&er 
detach a vesstd, or proceed with your wholo squa- 
dron, to make a particular examination of Rio 
Ne^o, wliioh falls iuto the South Atlantic about 
latitude 41° S., with a view to ascertain its ro- 
sonraea and fiusUities for trade. 

Having completed this survey, you will proceed 
to a safe port or ports in Terra del Fuego, where 
the members of the scientific corps may have 
favourable opportunities of prosecuting their re- 
searches. Learing the larger vessels securely 
moored, and the officers and crews occupied in their 
respective duties, you will proceed with the brig 
Pflcpoiw, and the tendon^ to eaplore the aoutbeni 



Antarctic, to the southward of Poweirs Group, 
and between it and Sandwich Land, following the 
track of Weddell aa clf>F?dy as practicable, and en- 
deavouring to reach a ingh southern latitude ; 
taking care, however, not to be obliged to pass the 
winter tiiere, and to rejoin the other vessels be- 
tween tin middle of WtHmtstj and beginning of 
March. The attention < f (]ie officcra left at Terra 
del Fuego, will, in the mean time, be specially 
directed to making sneh accurate and particular 
exriTTiinntions and surveys of the bays, ports, inlfts, 
and sounds, in that region, as may verify or extend 
those of Captain King, and be serviceable in future 
to veaaela engaged in wbale-fiaheriea, in their out- 
ward and homewwd-bonnd passagea. 

You will then, on rejoining the vessels at T' ri~x 
del Fuego, with all your squadron, stretch tow ards 
the southward and westward as far as the No Plan 
Ultra of Cool:, nr longitude 105* W., and return 
northward to Valparaiso, where a store ship will 
meet you in the month of March, 1830. Proceed - 
inig onoe more fimn that port, you will direct jour 
oonrse to the NavigatorNi Group, keeping to the 
southward of the place of departure, in order to 
verify, if possible, the existence of certain blands 
and shoals, laid down in the charts as doubtful, 
rr;il if they exist, to determine their precise posi- 
tion, as well as that of all othci-s which may be 
discovered in this unfrequented track. When you 
arrive in those latitudes where discoveries may be 
reiaonablj anticipated, you will so dispose your 
vessels as that they shall sweep the broadest ex- 
panse of the ocean tliat may be practicable, with* 
out danger of parting company, lying-lo at nljghfc 
in order to avoid the chance of passing any Small 
island or shoal without detection. 

It is jnesumed you will reach the Navigator's 
Group some time in June, 1^9. Yon will sorvejr 
this group and its harbours, with all due cars and 
attention. If lime will permit, it will be well to 
visit the Society Islands, and examine Eimeo, 
whieh, it ia stated, poaasMea a eonTeniant hav> 
hour. 

Prom the Navigator's Group, you will procepd 
to til ; Feejee Islands, which you will examine w ith 
particular attention, with a view to the selection of 
a safe harbour, easy of aceess, and in every respect 
adajited to the reception of vessels of the United 
States engaged in the whale-fishery, and the general 
comni«ioe oif tliese seas ; it being tiia intention of 
the government to keep one of the squadron of the 
Paeifia enusuig near these ishuids in future. 
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After selecting the isUmd and harbour best 
adapted to the purposes in view, you will use your 
emdeATooxs to make such ammgements as will 
inaare » mpply of fruits, vegetables, and flnsh 
provisions, to vessels visiting it hereafter, teaching 
the native the modes of coltivationj and encou- 
raging them to raise hogs in gnnUxt almnduiee. 

These objects will, it is presumed, occupy you 
until the latter end of October; and when attained 
as far as may be possible, you will proceed to the 
port of Sydney, where adequate supplies may be 
obtained. Front ihmuje 70a will nuuw m Meand 
attempt to penetrate within the Antarctic region, 
south of Van Diemen's Land, and as far. west as 
longitude 45" B., ortoEnderby^ Land, making your 
rendezvous on your return at Kergueleu's Land, or 
the Isle of Desolation, as it is now usually deno- 
minated, and where you will jinbMj wriTe bjT tJie 
latter end of lilaroh, 1840. 

From tbe Me of Desotetion you will proceed (0 
the Sandwich Islands, by such route as you may 
judge beat, from the information you may acquire 
from sueh sources as fall in your way. 

A store-shi}) from the United States will meet 
you there, with a supply of provisions^ in the month 
of April, 1H40. 
I Tbeaoe you will direct your course to the north- 
I vest ooMt of America, unldo^ sneli mrveys and 
1 examinations, first of the territory of the United 
I States on the seaboai-d, and of the Columbia river, 
and afterwards along tlic coast of California, with 
j special reference to the Bay of St. Francisco, as 
you can accomplish by the month of October fol- 
lowing your arrival. 

Yoa will then proceed to the coast of Japan, 
taking in your nvte as many donbtftil Islands as pos- 
sible; and you have permission to pass through the 
Straits of Saugar into the Sea of Japan, where you 
nay apend as much time as is eompatible with 
your arrival at the ^p«r aeasoii in the aaa of 
Sooloo or Miudoro. 

Of this sea you will malce a particular examiua- 
tkm, with a view to ascertain whether there is any 
safe ponte through it, which will sliortett the 
' pn ;s.i;::r of our vessels to and from China. 
I 1 1 IB enjuiued on yon to pay very particular at- 
tention to this object, in order that yoa may be 
enabled to funiisli sailing instructions to naviga- 
tors. It may be also advisable to ascertain tlio 
disposition of the inhabitauta of the islands of this 
ardiipelago for commerce, their productions and 
wsources. 

j Having completed this snn'cy, you ■v\*ill proceed 
! to the Straits of Sunda, pass through the Straits of 
I Billiton, which yOQ will examine, and thenoe to the 
I port of Singapore, where it is probable you may 
I arrive about the beginning of April, 1841, and 
I wliere yoa wiU meet • atoin-aliip from the United 
States. 

Having completed this serrioe, it is presumed 

the objects of your enterprise will be acconipiislicd, 
1 and yon will, accordingly, after receiving your sup- 
plies at .Singapore, return to the United StatSO by 
the Cape of Good Hope, taking such a course as 
may be most likely to further the great purposes of 
the expedition. 

During your stay in the southern latitudes, 
should ue dyeratery or any othw fatal epidemic 
make its appearance among your enws, you have 
leave to proceed tu the northward, until the disease 
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shall either dimppear, or be so mitigated, as to 
admit of the resumption of your surveys. 

The department dosa not feel the necessity of 
giving any special direeiioDB for pfo a o r v ing the 

healtli (if tliusij i:iiili?r ycur ci unniJind, coufidmg in 
your own experience, the cai'e and precautions of 
the able surgeona w^ whom you are provided, 
and in the conviction yon must ft el, thut t n the 
health of your crcwa must depend the buccebij of 
the enterprise. 

in tlie prosecution of these long and doTlooa 
Toy^iges, you will neeesaarily be plaeed in ailoatiana 
which iLaiiiinf he anticipated, and in which, some- 
times your own judgment and discretion, at others, 
necessity, must be your gnide. Among aa^age 
nations, unacquainted with, or possessing but vague 
ideas of the rights of property, tlie most common 
cause of collision with civilized visiters, is the 
offence and the puni»lunent of theft. You will 
ihereffive adopt every possible precantion against 
this practice, and in the recovery of the st< Irn 
property, a» well as in punishing the offender, use 
all due moderation and forbearance. 

You will permit no trade to be canied on by 
the squadron with the ctjuntries you may visit, 
either civilized or savage, except for necessaries 
or curiosities, and tiiat under express regulations 
established by yourself, in which tho i^ta of tiie 
natives must be acropnkwaijr reapeetadiuid caf»> 
fully guarded. 

V u will neither interfere, nor permit any wanton 
interference with the customs, habits, manners, or 
prejudices of the natives of such countries or 
islands as you may visit; nor take part in their 
disputes, except as a mediator ; xu>r commit any 
act of hostility, unleaa in aelf-defenee^ or to protect 
or secure tli. ] roperty of those under your com- 
mand, or whom circumstances may have placed 
within reach of your protection. 

You will carefully inculcate on all the officers 
and men under your command, that courtesy and 
kindness towards the natives, which is understood 
and felt by all classes of mankind ; to displajr 
neither arrogance nor contempt, and to appeu to I 
their good-will rather than their fears, until it ' 
shall become apparent that they can only be 
restrained from violence by fear or force. 

You will, on all occasions, avoid risking the 
officers and men unnecessarily on shore at tlie 
mercy of tlie natives. Treachery is one of the in- 
variable characteristics of savages 
and very many of the frtsl disaatera which hare 
befallen preceding navigators, have ainsen from 
too great a reliance on savage professions of friend- 
ship, or overweening confidence in tlicmselvea. 

Much of the character of our future interconiaa 
with the natives of the lands you may visit, will 
depend on the impressions made on their minda bjr 
their first intercourse with your vessels. 

It is the natove of the savage long to zemembw 
benefits, and never to forget injuries; and you will 
UH« your best endeavours wherever you may go, to 
leave behind a favourable impression of your 
country and countrymen. The expedition ia not 
for conquest, but diacoTery. Its objects nM alt 
peaceful ; they are to extend tlie empire of com- 
merce and science ; to diminish the hazards of the 
ocean, and point cut to future mvigators a course 
by which they niay avoid dangei"s and find safety. 

An expedition so constituted, and fur such 
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purfKtsf's, anrird for defi-nci\ injt ronquest, and en- 
gaged iu purauits in wbicb all enlightened nations 
«ra equally intweBtod, Imb » light to expect the 
good-will nnHf fr(x>d offices of the whole eivilizrrl 
world. Should our country, therefore^ be unhap- 
pily im ylvcd in war during your absence, you will 
refrain from all acta of hostility whatever, as it is 
conlBdently believed none will be conunitted against 
you. So far from tliia being the case, it is not to 
be doubted that even hostile nations will re< 
n>ect your purposes, and afford every facility to 
their acc'/injilishni-jnt. 

Finally, you will recollect, that though you may 
frequently be carried beyond tlie sphere of social 
life, and the rCHti-aintS of law, yrt tiiat the obliga- 
tious of justice and humanity aic- aiwaya and every 
where equally imperative in our intercourse with 
men, ana most espedally «tv»ges ; that we seek 
tiiem, net they us ; and that if w» expeet to do- 
rive advantages from the intercourse, m ihoold 
endeavour to confer beneftts in return. 

Although the primary object of tibe expeditfen 
is the promotlim of the great jiitorf <^t«^ of commerce 
and navigation, yet you will take all i ccasious, not 
ineompatible with the great pur{>oses of joor un- 
dertaking, to extend the bounds of seieBoei, and 
promote the aeqtiMtlon of Imowledge. For the 
more successful attainment of these, a corps of 
sdoitifio gentlemen, consisting of tlie following per- 
•onif wiU MOompany the expedition, and U« 
plnoed onder your dinotion. 

Mr. Halr, Philologist. 

Mr. PicKEiiisG, I Naturalists 
Mr. Peale, I i^aturaiists. 

Mn. CooTBOor, Cmchologiat. 
Mr. Bah a, Minendogtet. 

Mr. Rich, Botanist. 

Mr. Brackenridqe, Horticulturist. 

The hydrography and c^of t^^rnphy nf thn various 
seas and countries you nmy vihit in the route 
pointed ont to you in the preceding instructions, 
will ooottpy your raeeial attentaou ; and all the 
waeawtaee eenneeted with them, as well as wt^ 
astronomy, terre«trial magnetism, and meteorology, 
are confided exclusively to the officers of the nav v, 
«D whose zeal and talents the department conn* 
dently relies for such results as will enable future 
navigatora to pass over the track traversed by 
ywae Tessds, without fear and without dangw. 

No special directions are thought necessary in 
regard to the mode of ooodncting the scientific 
researches and experimentii which you are eo- 
joioed to proeecate, nor is it intended to limit the 
neniben of the eovpo oaeh to hto own portienlar 
service. All are expected to co-operate Iiai-moni- 
ously in those kindred pursuits, whoso equal 
dignity and usefulness should ensure equal ardour 
and industry in extending tluir bounda and YCVifj* 
iug their priuciples. 

As guides to yourself and to the scientific corps, 
the departmoit woald» lioweT«r» dixoet your par> 
tienlav attentloa to the learned and oonpreheiMTe 
reports of a commitfi e uf the American Philoso- 
phical Society of Philadelphia^ the report of a 
committee of the Eaal Indk Harfaio society, ot 
Salem, MaMsachusetts ; and to a communication 
from the Naval Lyceum of New Vork, which ac- 
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company, nml are to be reprirded as forming a 
part of these iustructionB, so far as they may ac- 
cord with the prtnavy ohjeets of the expedition, 
and its present organization. You will, therefore, 
allow the gentlemeu of the scientific corps the 
firee perusal of these valuable documcntH, and 
permit them to eopy meh potrtions «• they nugr 
think proper. 

The Rus«Lin Vice- Admiral Krusenstem has 
transmitted to the department memorandums re- 
lating to the objeett of this expedition, together 
with the most improved charts of h't^ ntla.s of the 
Pacific Ocean, witli explanations, in tiiree volumes. 
These ar« also confided to your care ; and it is 
not doubted that the friendly contributiona of this 
disiiugni^hed navigator wiUesaentiallv omtrihnls to 
the success of an cnteipxwo in wnlfth 
so deep an intexeat. 

Yon will prohibit all these nnder yoor 
''rrm fi rnisliing any ]»or8ons not belonging to the 
expedition with copi^ of any journal, charts, 
plan, memorandum, specimen, drawmg, painting, 
or inforniatioti of any kind, which has reference to 
the objects or proceediugs of the expedition. 

It being considered highly important that no 
journal of these voyMes, either partial or oomplota, 
should be pnUiisned withont the Mtthoriliy and 
under the supervision of the government of the 
United States at whose expeuse this expedition is 
undertaken, yon win, b^ore you reush Ae wnten 
of the United Stntr'^, require from every ppT^on 
under your commaud the surrender of ad jour- 
nals, memorandums, romarka* writings, drawings, 
slictches, and paintings, as well as all specimens 
of every kind, collected or prepared during your 
absence fron\ the United .States. 

After cauaing oonreot inventories of these to be 
made sod rigned 1^ two oonmdsriensd offieera, Mid 
by the parties l»y v.hom they were collected or 
prepared, you will cause them to bo carefiilly 
sealed by the said ofBeen^ and reaenred for siMu 
disposition as the department may direct. 

You will adopt the most effectual measures to pre- 
pare and preserve all spec'unens of natural hi.story 
that may be collected, and should any opportuni- 
ties occur for sending home by a ▼ e s se! of war of 
the United States, copies of information, or dupli- 
cates of spedmensy or any other mateiial you may 
deem it inmortaBt to pre s o rvo from the reach of 
future accident, you will avail yourself of the or 
casion, forwarding as frequently as may be done 
with safety, details of your voyage and its most 
material events, at the same time strictly pxohibit- 
ing all communications except to this department, 
from any person attnclu>d to the expedition, re- 
ferring to discoveries, or any cireumstances oon> 
neeted with the progress of your enterpriss. 

It is believed that the officers under your com- 
mand require no special advico or direction from 
this department. Bearing in mind, as they no 
doubt will, that the undertaking which they arc 
about assisting to accomplish, is ono that neces- 
sarily attracts the attention of the civilized world, 
and that the honour and interats of their oountiy 
are equally invoWed in its results, it is not ftr a 
moment doubted that in this, as on all other oc- 
casions, they will so oonduot themselves, as to add 
to the reputation our navy has so jutly acquired 
at home and abroad. 

With the best witjhes for the sucoess of the ex- 
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peditinn , and flw nfe Mtaxn of yoondf and jour 

comp&QioiUj 

I KB, rery respeetfully, 

(Signed) J. K. Paulnko. 

To LlBUTENAKT CbaRLES WiUCES, 

ComDiandiug the o^ioriag and aarv«iyiDg 
expedition, &c. 
P.S. The ueompanying printed list of Engliah 



words, drn^v^ up hy ^fr. Galtatin, and received 
from the war department siooe these iiutruetiout 
were prepared, are intended for Indian vooabn- 
lariefl, whirh can be filled up as circumstances 
permit, taking care that the same words be used in 
aU ofthooi, 

(Signed) J. K. Pauu>uio. 



B. 

MEMORANDUM BY ADMIRAL KRUSENSTKRN •. 



I. I UA.VK pointed out, in the supplementary 
TOlome of my Hydrographical Memours, (pages 
19, 96, and 113,) seroml islands^ the existence of 
which does not appear to be subject to any doubt, 
but of which the poeition is not dotermiutd with 
the best preeisiou. It is much to be wished that all 
tneh islands were to be viatted,and tiieir pomtion 
Vf-rifirrl. With respect to the islands of rather 
di)ubttul cxietence, the names of which I hare 
given, (pages 156 — 165, supplement,) there is cer- 
tainly no other method of ascertaining their ex- 
istence than to search for them, and to determine, 
with the greatest precisinn, the latitudes aiul loiigi- 
tudee »( such as are found. A great number uf 
Ibete iiiiaj]^iiiary islands will then, «f eounei, vanish 

from the clinrts 

II. Capunn Bligh Uiscovered, in the year 17^0, 
to the northward of the New Hebrides, a group of 
inlands, which he named BwMt Idandt; and 
Captain Wilson, another cluster of Islands, to the 
northward of the Siinta Cruz I^,l;ulll^, named by 
him JDi^'» Qfwqf. Neither theee nor the Banks's 
litands have been amoe aeen, it would be w«U to 
make a new survey of them. 

III. Itlandt 0/ Santa Cruz. — In my mcmour, 
bdoBiglng to the chart of tliese islands, i liave dis- 
cussed the situation of Carteret's SvaUow Island, 
and expressed my belief tliat the islands seen by 
Captain Wilson in 17!i7 »re the same as Swallow 
Island. Captain Freycinet is of the same opinion, 
and, by a new aurrey of Wilson^ Island, confirmed 
tins hypothesis There remains, then, no doubt 
that Boron's Swallow Island does not exist ; but, 
as it sbll oontuiues to be delineated on some of the 
latest charts, it would be well that its nnn-cxistencc 
should bo cc^uttlly proved by tlie Amcricau expedi- 
tion. 

IV. Tis SoUmum /sbmdi^Theae islands have 
partly been Tidted by D'Urville and Shortland, 

|>artly by D'Entrccasteaux ; and scvf r;>l Englisli 
ships have at different times sailed tlirougb tliem ; 
but a oonnptete survey of alt the islands composing 
this great nrchipflaeo is ptil! wnntnig. It is indeed 
very Bingulur lhal, of all tiie navigators who have 
lately vinited the Pacific Ocean, none have ever 
attempted any thing like a lytfimatiti anrvejr of 
tbeeeiriands, with the exeeplion ofII*Entreeaiteanx, 
who, at hast, sailed along the southern islands, 
from cast to west, and thos greatly improved tlie 

• The Mterisk after the number of sonie of these articles, 
denotes that the Islands, ftc, have been examined hy the 



hydrography of them. I have published, in the 
year 1827, a chart of these ibiands (Carte Sys- 
tdniatiquA derAxebipel dee lies Salonon). Having 
collected all the materiafa that were to be had at 

that tine, many of them iu apparent contradiction 
to each other, 1 endeavoured to reconcile them. 
Mid to delineate the islands belonging to thto arehi* 
pelago, to the best of my ju Icmi nt. (An account 
of my proceedings will be lound in the memoir 
accompanying my charts) By tlie first survey of 
these islands^ it will be aeon whether aome of my 
combinations hare been well founded or not. The 
Solomon Islands being the greatest archij rlago in 
the Pacific Ocean, and the least known, deserve^ 
no doubt, to be as completely surveyed as tiie 
Society, Friendly, or other groups. Altlionr^li ten 
years have elapsed since iny chart was published, 
nothing has been done since tliat time for the 
hydro^«pby of theie ialands, to enable me to im- 
prove the second edition of that chart, (1836,) 
except in the situation of a group of islands, dis- 
covered lately, to the northward of the Solomon 
Islands. 

V. Nero Ckikdonui.— A r^rmgerous reef has lately 
been discovered by the ship Petrie to the north- 
ward of New Caledonia ; the precise podtion of' 
this daiigcr ought to be determined. 

YI. Loyalty Idandt. — Captain D'Urville has 
been the first to survey the Lo\aIty Islands ; but 
having sailed only along the northern ude of them, 
it is to be wished that die southern dioire might 
also be surveyed. 

\U* The Feejee Islandi.—Ct^ifUin DOJrville 
has done a great deal to ^V9 ns • laoira oorrect 
chart of these islands, having snrveyed a great 
part of them; but still he has left unexplored 
many islands belonging to tliis archipelago. In 
my supplementary memoir to the chart of thrae 
island^ I have endesTOomd to oomUne Captain 
D'Urville's siurvey ^^^t!l such surveys as had been 
made previous to his voyage ; and have con- 
structed, according to all the data that have come to 
my knowledge, a new chart of the Feejee Islands 
(named by Captain D'Urville, Viti Islands). Of 
course the chart cannot be very correct, but it may 
perhaps serve Uil a new complete aurrey ia made 
of them. 

Yfll NnF Irdand. — Tt is astoni'^hin':^ that 
nearly two centuries have elapsed without the 
islands situated to die north of New Ireland — 
first seen by Tasman, and since by Dampier and 
Bougiunville — Shaving been examined, so that we 
know aa little of themaawaa known ono hnDdnd 



Digitized by Google 



364 



APPENDIX. 



and fifty years ago. There remains, tlien, to be 
made a complete survey of all tliese islands. As 
to tho islands near them, secH by Maurell, it is 
not likely Uiat they arc the same, as some have 
Hupposed. This is another reason why they should 
be all explored with the greatest precifuon, 

IX. AdminUfI$kaiii$. — ^liisnraeh to be wished 
that the islands seen hy Mauroll, ti> the eastward 
of the Great Admiralty Ibknd, should be explored, 
since we know that MaurelPa account of nil dis- 
coTeries does not satisfy the hydrographcr. 

X. NetB JSrttoin.— Admiral D'Entrecastcaux has 
seen and det<>miiued, witli hia usual exactness, the 
isUuidB situated along the north coast of New 
Briti^ ; Init he has not been ahte to lay down tho 
coast UsAf, ^v!nrh he hM seen onl/aiA diatanee, 
and some parts not alL 

XI. * Xao JiiiiBi(ft.F— CSaptain Hagemuster, of the 
Russian navy, discovered, in the year 1830, an 
island to the westward of King George's Jslandu. 
This iisland cannot be any oilier t)iaii Schouten's 
Waterlandt. Captam Wilson sailed between (wo 
islaads, wbieh ho took to bo Kfaig Googrgo^ T«- 
lands. Most navi/rators have been of the same 
opinion; although tiiere is a difference of longi- 
tude of moTp than a degree between the islands 
seen hy Wihion and King George's Islands. Cap- 
tain Duperrey ^an excellent authority, as every 
hydrognipher will readily admit,) is of a different 
opinion ; ho roatntaina that the two islands be- 
tween whieh WilMMi aoilod are not King George's 
Islands, but are situated to the westward of them. 
He thinks that the island seen by Qiptain Hage- 
muster, which I take to be Waterlandt, is one of the 
two isUnds ; and that Captun Hagemuster has not 
seen the other. In order to refute Captain Du- 
periey'b hyixithesis, the second island, which, ac- 
cording to him, Captain HMomuster might not 
haTO perceived, ought to So ■earehod for, to 
the westward of Captain Ilagemuster's island ; 
if it really does exist, it cannot be at a greater 
distance than about fifteen or twenty miles. 

• XII.* Commodore Bjnrcm'o Ida of DuajppobO' 
mmt have not been Tiiited since their first discovery 
in 17C5. I have endeavoured to settle their longi- 
tude at 140° 42' W. (page 87 of mv supplement); 
but this being only an approxiroauott, they ought 
to be etirveyed— at least visited anew. 

XIll*. 13y my memoirs, page 281, and supple- 
ment, page 90, you will perceive that thcru is a 
difference of 27' between Captain BeUingliausen's 
and Oapt«n Kotzeliiie*ii longitodo vf the west point 
of Prince of ]VaIis'$ Island * and the island 
situated to the westward of it f. What may be 
the cause of this difference 1 since the two navi- 
gators do not differ, either before or after, more 
than three minutes. Either the length of Vlighen 
Island has been overrated by Captain Kotzebue, 
or some other error has crept into the longitude of 
either the one or the other. As both are exeellent 
observers, it would be very desirable to settle this 
point, by examining and surveying carefully all 
the islands lying to the westward and eastward of 
Ylighen Island, and determine with the greatest 
precision the width of the cliannels separating the 
diffBiwrt island^ aa wall aa tho exaot leDg& of 

* On gome charts thi* IdsaA t* nsioad DosB^Iide; oa 

my charts Viighen isle, 
t By CapUin Purtir called GamMs; bf Gsptda KolS»> 

bae, KruMnttvrn Uland. 



Vhghen or Prince of Wales's Island: tlie error 
wUI, moat likely, bo detoetod in tho length of that 

isle. 

Xl\\* There Ib a difference of 17' in the longi- 
tude of the isle Clermont de Tonuerre between 
Captain Duperrey and Captam Beechey. At 
Swio laknd, dose to it, there is hardly any dif- 
ference at all. The same difference of 17' exists 
in the longitude of Prince William Henrj-, which 
Captain j&echey has proved to be the same with 
Captain Duperrey's isle Lotiingo ; whereas at 
Mollu I$lana, both Captains Beechey and Du- 
perrey agre(r perfectly ^vell. It would be worth 
while to seardi for the cause of such anomalies. 

XY.* Captain Beechey is of opinion that Cap- 
tain Duperrey's isle Cfmvnnt dr Tnnverre is one 
and the aamo with the island of Minerva. Cap- 
tain Duperrey, on the ooAtcary, maintains that the 
island Minerva is the same as Serle Island. I am 
of this latter opinion; although the solution of this 
jiroblem will much depend upon the distance of 
the island Clermont de Tounerre from Serle 
Island, whieh is mtich less on Duperrey's chart 
than on Captain Pcechey's. 

XVI. * Ihero has been lately discovered an 
island of considerable extent, of the name of 
Raraka. It would be well to examine it, since 
the acooant given of it is not quite satisfactory. It 
is stated to be situated in Id, 3' S., and 145° W. 

XVII. * I have placed on my diart of the Low 
Islands, several islands, tho position of whieh ia 
rather doubtful ; for instance, the Bunyer's Group 
of Turnbull, the island of JSritomart, the islands 
discovered by <iniros, and several others. In 
order to have any certainty about their existence 
and precise position, it is necessary to search for 
and makf! a survey of them. 

XVIII. * 2 he Jdands of San Bernardo and the 
IdamdM (f Danger. — Mendam disoovered a group 
of blands, named hy him Pan Hemardo. These 
islands have been seen by Captains Freyeinet and 
Bellinghausen. Not far from them liyrciu dis- 
covered a small groop^ which he named islands of 
Danger. Notwitnstaiiding a difference of hititude 
of half a degree, the two groups have been con- 
sidered as one and the same. It has not been 
tbonght impossible that in Byron'a latitudes there 
might have been a typographical error : besides, 
none, of all the navigators who have passed here, 
have ever found a second group, which they 
ooold nut have missed if it really existed. Cap- 
tain DnpeiTey, however, ithb is, aa I have said 
above, a liigh authority in whatever relates to the 

I hydmgrapliy of the South Seas, is of a different 
opinion : ho maintains that Byron's islands of 
Danger do exist. In order to settle that question, 
it is necessary to search undur the nieridiiiu of the 
islands l^ui Bern r lo, as determined by Captain 
Bdlinghausen, for tbcae Ishmds of Danger in tlie 
latitude assigned to them by Byron, as well as for 
the chain of roclcs of which he spca! , muI which 
are situated, according to him, to llie eastward. 
This has not been done yet, and it would be very 
desirable if it was done, in order not to ioavo the 
leant doubt on the subject. 

XIX. * Marianne mandt. — On Captain Frey- 
dnet's chart there is to be seen, to the soath-west 
of the Island of Asaomption, rucks, by tho name 
of Mary's. Rocks of the same name have been 
seen by La Ferouse, to the northward of Assorop- 



Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. 365 



tian Island. In cue the expedition should extend 

its exploratory researches to the northern hemt- 
^here, this doubtful point should be settled. 

XX. * Canliii$I$lattd$. — ^Theee UJaods have been 
M> well mrvn'ed by Geptun Oupetrqr and Captain 
Ltttke, that tnere is Tery little now left to be done 
concerning tlitm. I shall, luiwever, jjoint out here 
some islands that require to be detenuined with 
great precision ; 1. The iehund naoied by Captain 
^^Mrc•Il, Famlie, is most likely the same with Cap- 
tain Liitke's, Farroilep ; but a difference of 21' in 
latitude, makes this doubtful. 2. Island Lydia, on 
Captain's Duperrev's obaxt. We do not know by 
«rhom it tias iieen disooTered, nor who has deter- 
mlneil its situation. 3. I have eiideavourcJ to 
prove, in my Supplementary Memoir of the Caro- 
line Islande, that the islands Bordelure) Pam^ 
r-\r!T] and the island St. Augustine, are one 
aiid the same. This hypothesis requires to be 
verified. 4. The Monteverde Islands ought to be 
sorvejred; wliat Captains Monteverde and Morell, 
the only navigators who have seen them, have 
said of them, in not sufiiclently satisfactory. 
5. We see ou Captain Duperrey's chart of tlie 
Candine Islands, several islands, of which we 
linow nothing more than the name, viz.: Bum- 
kay's, Q,uekui*8y &c.| and their existence and posi- 
tion remain to be aaoertained. 6. The island of 
AlwecifoB has, so far as my knowledge extends, 
been seen only by the ship Providence, in the ^ear 
1811. Not knowing much respecting ily it la to 
be wished that it should be surveyed. 

XXI. « Ti4 Maud <f GUbeii,— At the end of 
my supplementary volume, I have pointed out 
what remains to be done in order to have a perfect 



knowledge of all the islands belonging to this 
archipelago. 

Remark. — Independent of the American ex- 
ploratory expedition, there are to be at the same 
time three others in the Sooth Seas : two English 
and one French expedition. Many of the islands 
will of course bo visited by all the expeditions ; 
and it is to be apprehended that their longitudes, 
determined by the different astroiMiiiei* of the 
expeditiona, will, perhaps, not agree so well as 
□light be wished. This difficulty will of course 
be obviated, by referring their astronomieid oInnp- 
vations to the longitudes of such places as are 
determined by absolute astronomicid obecrA'ations 
with the greatest precision, and those most likely 
to be visited by the ships of the expeditions. 
The positions we have In the South Seas, are Poiaf 
VentUy in longitude 149° 29' 17" W., determmed 
by the passage of Venus over the disk of the Bun ; 
Port Honolulu^ in the island of Oaho, by occulta- 
tion of several stars, in 202° W £.; and Port 
Jackson, Sydney Cow, in 151° 17' E., by an eclipse 
of tlio sun. la the northern part of tho Pacific, 
Jikut Cape, 190° 16' 10" £^ may be adopted as a 
well-fixed point, although not determined by dboo- 
luto astroiiomical observations. Witli respect to 
the coast of Soutli America, Talcahvana, the longi- 
tude of which WHS detenoiited by Captain Becchey, 
to be in 72° 60' 59" W., seems to me a well de- 
termined point. Captain Duperrey is not of that 
0] ii utn ; and it remains to be settled whether the 
longitude of Talcahoanay or Valparaiso, in 71° 33' 
84'' W., deawvetf the prdbrenea 

KROBUIBEatll. 

St Petersburg, January 2Q, 1837. 



c. 



TO CAPTAIN JAMES C. ROSS, COMMANDINQ H. B. M. SHIPS EREBUS AND TERROR. 



U.S. Fhig'Ship Vineeniiea, 

New Zsaland, Pav of Islands, 
April dtb,'l840. 

Mt Dear Sir, 

I need not tell yoii Jiowniuch I feel interested in 
your cruise. From liie intci-cst you took in the 
outfit of our expedition, I am sure you well know 
the interest it exoites, and how much this feeling 
is hdgfatened by a knowledge on my part of what 
yoohave undertalcen, and have to go through, Tliis 
prompts me to a desire to be useful to you if pos- 
siUe, and to give you my experienee of the last 
season among the ice, wliither you are bound. 

Your cruise will be an arduous one, no matter 
how you may be enlightened on your course ; but 
you liave so much knowledge of the ioe, and the 
manner of trsating it, tlmt it appears almost prs- 
sumptuous in me to sit down to give you any hints 
relative to it. But, believing as I do, that the ice 
of the Antarctic is of a totMy different character 
from that ( f the Arctic, I venture to offer yon a few 
hints that may be useful to you in your undertaking; 
and although my inductions are binding upon me 
rehitive to disoiveries, I am nevertheieM aware 
that I am actmg as my govermnsnt would order. 



If tiwy eovld have anticipated the case, knowing 

how deeply it feels the liberal a.ssi-stance and great 
interest evint^d by all the societies and distin- 
guished turn ef Great Britain, to promote and aid 
this, our first undertaking, in the great cause of 
science and usefulness ; and I must add the plea- 
sure it gives to me personally, to bo able to return, 
thoufih in a small degree, the great obligation I 
myt&i fed nnder to yon, and many others, the 
promoters of your undertaking. 

Winds. — The winds for the first fortnight of our 
time, to the eastward of longitude I40^E., were 
from the northward and westward, light generally, 
accompanied occasionally with clear weather for 
hours, and again with dense fogs of short dunrtiODj 
with a long swell from the same quarter. 

After pud»iiig longitude 140* E., OT to the West- 
ward of it, we experienced fine wt ailit r, with [ 
south-east winds and occasional soow-suualia, last- 
mg but ten or fiftoen m i n ntei^ and a dry healAy 
atmosphere. 

The barometer, during our stay on the coast, 
was always indicative of wind by its depression, 
and waa a true guide. Its mean standing was 
Sfkin. The temperatue ampriMd jnat w asl* 
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doiu, if ever, liad it above 30'', even in tbe ruq at 
mid-day, and I do nol tiiink that thiM timw iiwaa 
found above 35*. 

Gales come on very suddenly, and are always 
Attended with snow, sleet, and thick fogs, rendcr- 
Im il extcemely hazudous; for oae must be found, 
wEen they do oome, more or kes snmraBded ivith 
ice-islands. They sometimes Inst f<tr thirtj'-six 
hours. After they set in, you may calculate that 
they will Uow t/tSoag for at least half that time. 
The nearer you are to the land, the more violent 
they ar^ though not of such loug duration. Fine 
weather UNudfy precedes them, and we found them 
to happen, and the weather to be more change^ 
able, near the full and change, although 1 am 
no beUevw in the Inmr inflimioea i^wn die wea- 
tiier. 

Cmwraia.— Dnrittf the wlrale of evr etay along 

the icy coast, we found no perceptible ctirrent by 
the reckoning and current log. During a gale of 
wind I was induced to*believe that some existed, 
from the short sea that was formed, thinking there 
was more than was to be expected. Tid£$ on such 
an extent of coast there undoubtedly must he, but 
of litkia etreqglhf or we ehoiild have perceived 
thent. 

In many of the "rv liri\ ? we \m re stationary for 
a sufficient time to perceive them if they had been 
of any magnitude, and where the eiunrent was 
repeatedly tried. 

The winds have theur effect upon the loose drift- 
ioe, or that which is detached from icv barrier. 
Owing to a change of wind from sooth-east to 
north, with a fresh breeze, the Peacock became 
embayed, and the ice forced in upon her, which 
brought about the accident. Tbe northerly winds 
are always aecompanied with a heavy swell, and 
: hrr ( scaj)t-' ia attributable to a rare exercise of 
good seamanship and perseverance. If Captain 
Hudson's ship had been as strong as adanant it- 
self, he is rf opinion she would have been ground 
to atoms by a longer exposure; her stem was 
abraded to within aa inch and a half of tbe wood- 
endi^ 

There are places in whteh the hariler la within 

file nor-ico srvi'iTil inilcH. T encloso you tbe mean 
tempeniture during the summer months. 

Yon will see tlMre ia but little ehanee of the 
ice melting or disappearing, as from accounts fre- 
quratly takes place iu the Arctic Ocean. Your 
lime, being unlimited, will allow you to wait aome 
days in a situation to make experiments. 

I frequently found myself so closely beset that I 
thought it next to impossible to escape, and if the 
wind had not been extremely constant in its diree* 

I tion, I shoidd have been shot op or nmdi injined ; 

j as it I cBcaped with scarcely a eerrtch, al- 
though we took some heavy thumps. 

I The charts wiU ahow you the traelta and atate of 
the ice. It ivnR constructed r". T went on, and the 

I ice-islands laid duwn by carcfully-kept diagi-anis 

j by the officer of the dedc daring hia watch. This 
I found game me more eonfidenoe in proeeeding, 

I and fkeiBQee-hi ease of having to return. 

I MA(iM:Trr Pi lb. — I consider we have ap- 

I proached very near to the pole. Our dip was 87° 
SC S., and the cemp aa eee on the ioe very sluggish ; 

i this was in longitude 147° 30' E., and latitude 67° 
4' S. Our variation, as accurately as it could 
be obaervedontheieey we made 19* SNK S. It 



was diliicult to get a good observation, on accuunt 
of the sluggishness of owe compamea. About one 
hundred miles to the weetwatd, we oroaaed the 
magnetic meridian. 

The pole, without giving you accurate deduc- 
tions, I think my observatioBa will place in about 
htitiide 76^ S., and hm|itade 140^ B. 

On thr niprldian of 140' E., you will find a small , 
bay, partly turmed by ice-islands and rocks, which 
I nave named Piner's Bay, and I think among 
the rocks yon may find a snug little harbour. 1 
was driven out of tlio bay by a gale of wind ; 
sounding about one and a half mile from the 
shore in thirty fatfaooa. The iccber;^ being 
aground, form good sheltem ; bnt I waa too much 
exposed to venture to remain, and my ol)jcet was 
to trace the knd and the icy barrier, which I 
have done, aa yon will aee it laid down on my 
chart. 

We had delightful and clear weather ten days 
or a {oiHn%ht along the coast, with the wind at j 
from south-east to south-south- west; the two latter 
points particularly. The drift-ice is in large pieces, 
i 80 large aa to give a aliip an awkward thump ; but 

iwhen I found it tolerably open I have run through 
it to get to dear water, and in hopea of making 
thn land, but our prn^'oss was soon stopped by 
the lirm barrier, impenetrable, through which 
there is no passing. 

I am of opinion that there is little movement of 
the ice during the season. Strong gales may 
change itapomioii a trifl^ but I uink not ma- 
terially. 

The only prospect of nearing the land is through 
n a \M 11 studded with large icebergs, nearly 
thirty or forty miles in widw: and I generally 
fbmra that we got nearer to the shore in thoes 
places than elsewhere. One thing I must trll you, 
as respects filling your water : you will somctitnes 
find a pond of delieioua water on the top of an old 
iceberg, frozen over, bnt on cutting through it i 
you will see a 6U}ipIy sufficient for a uavy. It 
will save you fuel, and discomfofft and eold to JOO, 
yoor veeeele, and their erewa. 

I waa very fortanate in the weather the latter 
part of the time ; and indeed altogether T w.i3 
scarcely a day without some observatioo, (except 
during the galea, of whldi we had thra^ oeen« 
p}ing abont eig^ ^*Vh) generally half ft 
dozen. 

Ify time for six weeks was passed on deck, 
and having all daylight, I of course had constant 
employment, and with the many assistants, I could 
make rapid progress ; and you will find that no 
opportunity ought to be lost in this navigation, if 
one is to do any thing. One^ ship is in eonstant 
dancjrr, :ind the Vineennes, a first-class sloop iS , 
seven hundred and eighty toncf, it requires all tbe 
foresight and aeli^ty one ia poeeeaied (tf to looii> 
out for her. 

I consider that I have had a most providential es- 
cape; and if this ehip had not been enabled to " do 
everything but talk," I should not have been where 
I now am ; bnt she had inspired me with so much 
confidence, among the coral reefs last summer, 
that I could put full faith in her doing her duty. 
I muat refer you to the ehart, wbidi I have 
noted remarks, variations, &c. 

I should have mentioned, that in 1838 and 1839, 
T went Boiilhm tbe bi^Pin^oH^ in order to trnoe 



Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. 



367 



Palmer^i Land on its castci-n side, (bat too kte fur 
any trial to naeh hijgh latitudMy) and hapng thu 
ih« lateneas of the se»Mn woald enable me to ran 

some distance along U. I got within three miles 
uf the coast, and saw it trendius to the south- 
south-east about thirty miles; but ft wasaoblodced 
up with ice as to render it impossible to get 
throng)}. I have little doubt myself, in favourable 
seasona, Weddell's track may bo followed, not- 
withstanding what th« Frenebman may say, tliere 
boing no liod l» wbiab tiio i«e is attached ; and 



tliat tho ifls fai diaio Mita ebwDges rery much, the 
currents being ezosednffly stvonibaa I nyraelf wit- 
nessed. 1 could not afi^ra llie tune to be frozen 

up, as my other duties were and ai*e paramount 
to {>assing the winter in such a situation. But you 
are differently situated, and I slionld adTfae you, 
by all ni IDS, to try to penetnto betweeo hnigi- 

tude lio Mid Ad" W. 

I am, &C., 

Charles Wilkbs, 
iding Exploring Expedition. 
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A. 

AniJOS Shoal, 1112, 

Adiuiralty Inlet, 2aL 

Adventure IsleU, 22. 

Ahii or Peacock Iskmd, IL 

Aiva IsUukIs, 2^L 

Alpamarca, 5A. 

Arahatiki Inland, 287. 

Arabau, LiML 21iL 

Anaa or Chain Island, "22. 

Andulong Penk, IHI. 

Anganga Island, 213. 

Angasa Island, 233. 

Angau Reef, 238. 

Antarctic Cruise, 129 — 150. 

Antit[ue, Bay of, 229. 

Aorai Peak, M- 

Apamama Island, 211iL 

Apia or Charlotte Island, ISXL 2M^ 

Apolima Island, IfllL 

Apple Tree Cove, 2aL 

Aratica or Carlshoflf Island, 20. 277. 

Archanjiel Inland, 277- 

Argo lieef, 2ilIL 

Aro Island, 2M. 

Arro, Town of, 

Arutua Island, IL 

Asau Inlet, Ifll. 

Aspland'a Island, 26. 

Astoria, 28iL 

Auckland Islands, ln4. 

Aurora Isles, 27. 

Aurora Island, 71. 

Atia Island, 225. 

a 

Baily Island, 29. 

Balabac Stniits, 337. 
Balambangan Inland, 33 G. 
Ball's Pyramid, 112. 
Banea Sfmit«?, 34 f). 
Banks' Peuiusula, 174. 
Baf)o«, 65^ ftfi. &9. 
Bapham'H Island, 313. 
B. IUi Vista, 4L 
B."llin«;ham Hay, 28L 
Bird IsLind, 21L 
Bimic'H Island, 2^2. 232. 
Bishop's Island, 2IiL 
Bom Felix Shoal, 2. 
Boneitii Rocks, I. 
Bouqueron Passage, 45. 
Bouvet's Sandy Isle, 9. 
Bowditch Island, 2113. 
Brazils (The), UL 
Bridgeman's Idand, 2£L 



C. 

Caballeros, 52. (ML . ^ . 

Caldera Fort. 322. 

California, ML 

Callao, 4«, 42. 63. 

Camboy's Island, 277. 

Canta, Town of, 52. 

Capo Belsliam, 22- • 

Capo Brett, 128; 

Cape Campbell, 126. 

Cape Carr, Ii3. 

Cape Disappointment, 28fi. 

Cape of Good Hope, jiifi. 

Cape Horn, 33. U2. ^ 

CajM Howe, IL&. 

Cape Jervis, lofi. 

Cape Melville, 2(L 

Cape Town, MB. 

Cape dc Vt rdt s, G- 

Cmt's Harbour, 22iL 

Casa Canca, 53. &i. fifi. 58. 

Chain Island, 12, il3. 

Chatham Island, II3i 

Chichia Island, 234 . 

Chief's or Chieftain's Leap, 238. 

Chili, 34—44. 

Classet Indians, 2^1 

Clermont de Tonnerre or Minerva Island, 64. 

Cloudy Bay, 176. 

Cobu Rock, 232, 

Columbia River, 279- 2fl2. 2^3. 

Commeueenunt Bay, 

Copper's IsUind, 

Corcovado Mountain, 13u 

Cordilleras, 34. iL 

Comwallis Island, 27. aiL 313. 

Corolib or Goat Island, 3iL 312. 

Coronganga, 22L 

Corregidor Island, 212. 

Cowlitz River, 282. 

Culnai, [H. 5!L 

Cunnmgham (Allan), the Botanist, 119. 
Curral (The), 4. 

1>. 

Dalles (Tlie), 285. 
Deception Island, 29. 
De Puca's Pillar, 288. 
De Fuca's Struits, 2mL 285. 
De Peyster's Group, 21iiL 
Diego Ramieres' Inland, 24. 
Direction Island, 230. 
Disa])poiutnient Bay, 139. 
DiHappuintment Harbour, 225* 
Di«appointment l^iland, 66. • 
Discovery Harbour, 235. 
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Dog Island, tML 
Drummond's I.sland, 2Q(L 
Duko of Clarence'i» Islaud, 2S2. 
Duke of York's Island, 

E. 

Eimeo Island, Si 
Elephant Island, 22. 
Eliza Reef, 23L 
EUice'B Gn>up, 2£ih. 
Emerald Isle, ISfL 
Endcrbur^'s Island, 2Si2m. 
En<krburv'« Land, 14B. 
Eukalju Iblauii, 2112. 
Eooa Island, 170. 
Event's Island, 2!L 
Exploring Isles, 

F. 

Fabo Day, 2ifi. 
Farm Cove, IM. 
Faroilip Island, 31i 
Fawn Harbour, 
Feather River, 302, 304. 
Feejee Group, 192 — 240. 
Feis Island, 213. 
Flclcher'f» If-Iand, 232. 
Flying- ri>h H:u-bo<Sr, 221L 
Furt Macquarie, IM. 
Eraser's River, 2«L 
French Shoal, 2. 
Friendly Isles, 129. 
Ful.nnga Island, 232. 
Fuiicliul, 2. 

o. 

Caspar Island, .^11. 

Gout Island, 23iL 236. 
Good Success Bay, '£]_. 
Goro Island, 23a. 
Gulf Stream, 33L 

H. 

Halcyon Island, 312- 

Hair's bland, 211iL 

Hendervillo Island, 29IL 

Henuake, Honden, or Dog Island, 66. 

Heretua Island, 277. 

Hermit's Island, 2iL 

Hilo Bay, 260. 

Hokeanga, IIIL 172. 

Honden Island, fiU. 

Honspj Hapai, II12. 

Honolulu, 2^ aoa. 

Hoom Island, UJ. 
Horse Shoe Rocf, lil3. 23a» 
Hout's Island, 'Ml. 
Hudson's Island, 2iifi. 
Hull's Island, 2ii2. 202. 
Hunter's Island, 313. 



lUiwarra, 12SL 



Jane's Island, 



J. 



K. 

Kahoolawe IsOand, 272. 278. 
Kombara Island, 232. 



Kapuauhi, 2&L 

Kaufanga Island, 23iL 

Katia or Sacken Isbuid, 2L 

Kawa-Kawa River, Ih^L IGQ. 

Keal&keakua Bay, l^kL 

Kemin'a or Gardner's laUnd, 262. 

Kilauca (crater), 201. 

King (it-urge's Group, 22. 

King George's Isbmd, ^ 

King Geor^f Town, 1^2. 

King's Island, fi^ 

Kingunill Group, 296 — 300. 

Knox Island, 2140. 

Komo-Li-vu Island, 233. 

Komo-Riki Island, 233. 

Kon.nirika, 172. 

Kruscnstcru, Adnural, IHj3. 

Krusenstem's Island, 7<>- 

Krusenstem'K Shoal, 10. 

Kula or East Maui, 2/3. 

Kuria Island, 22&. 

L. 

Lodrone Islands, 312. 
Lahaina, Town of, 21IL 273. 
Lahainaluna, Roadstiad of, 273. 
Liihainaluna, Seminary of, 270. 
Lakemba, 22a. 231. 
Lanai Island, 27-'>. 
Lelu^-ia Is.land, 229. 
L«Tuka, Town of, IM. iflfi. 
Lima, ^ 



Macquarie Fort, Ififi. 
Macquarie Island, 131. 155. 
Madeira, 1—6. 
Malaki Island, 23a. 
Malaki Pat^ge, 2U . 
Molatta Island, 235. 
Malovuvu Reef, 235. 
Malolo l!>knd, 2ASL 2AL 
Momouko Reefs, 
Mango bland, 23iL 
Mongsec I&lands, 336. 
Manhii Island, 2L 276. 
Manilla, 3LL 
Manua bland, 

Manuel Rodriguez Shoal, 276. 

Maraki or Matthews' Island, 2fl9. 

Margaret's Island, 277. 

Maria Rock, fL 

Mai-o Reef, 332, 

Matafoa Teak, QQ, 

Matainole, 211. 

Matavai Bay, ZL 

Matthews" liock, UJ. 

Matukn Island, 229. 

Maui bland, 269—271. 

Maui (East), 274. 

Maima Hnleakaia, 275. 

Mauna Kea, 260. 

Mauna Loa, 260—268. 

Maycw's Point, ififi. 

Mayjo, Pl.iin of, 37. 

Maypocho River, 3fl, 

Mbua or Sandal wix)d Bay, 22L 239, 240, 
Mbpnf»a bland, 241. 
Mcllacca Hill, AL 
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Merril's Island, 2TL 
Metia or Auroi-a Island, 71. 
Mindanao Island, 329, 330. 
Mindoro, 328. 
M'Kean's Island, 2ii2x 
M'Kenzie'8 Group, 'M3. 
Mokungai Island, Um. 2M. 
Molokai Island, 276. 
MommLa Island, 232. 
Motha Island, 2IiIL 
Mothea Reef, 237. 
Mntuf!;po, lfi4. 
Moturiki Ihland, 22IL 
Mount Egmont, 173. 
Mulgravc's Islands, 313. 
Mania Island, 235. 
Muthuata, Town of, 2AL. 

N. 

Nacundi, 221. 

Naiau Island, 231^ 

Nairai Island, 237. 

Naii-sa or Dean's Island, Jl. 

Naitamba, 2IiiL 

Naitasiri, 22L 

NamuliK Island, 232. 

Nanouti Island, 297. 

Napolo, 2^ 

Nassan Bay, 2S. 

Ncah Harbour, 238. 

Necker's Island, 337. 

Nemena or Direction Island, 230. 

Ne Plus Ultra of Cook, 3L liS. 

Neva I»le, 337. 

New Dungeness, 280. 

Now Helvetia, MA. 

New Island, ^ 

New South Wales, 116—129. 

New York Island, 2112, 

New Zealand, 160—178. 

Nisqually, 2&L 

Noir Island, 32. 

Nou Souri, 22L 

Nugu-Ongea Reef, 232. 

Nukalau Island, 237, 

Nukualufa, l^Dj UilL 182. 

Nokutipipi or Margaret's Island, 277> 

O. 

Oahu, 252. 

Oak Point, Oregon, 283. 
Obrajillo, 52^ 53. SIL 
O'Brien's Island, 28. 
Observatory Island, 233i 
Ofoo, 82: 82. 
Okimbo Island. 23G. 
Oloosinga, QJj^ 88. 
Oneata Island, 233. 
Ongea Island, 232. 
Orange Harbour, 21^ 22. 33. 
Oregon, 279. 
Osubu Island, 235. 
Otoobo Island, US^ 
Ovolau, mSL 

P. 

Pachacamac, CO. 
Pago-rai^o Harbour, M. 
Pallia, itL 105. 



Palangan Passage, 337. 

Palmer's Land, 2fL 

Panay Island, 328. 

Pangai-Moutii, 180. 

Papieti, HK 82. 

Papoa orOaok's Harbour, flfi. 

Pasco, 68. 

Patty's Overfalls, Q. 

Pauniotu Group, 82. 276. 

Peacock Island, 71. 

Peale's River, 218- 222. 

Pendulum Covo, 2IL 

Pendulum Peak, 2filL 

Penn's Cove, 21KL 

Peru, 45—62. 

Philippines (The), aifi* 

Pico-Ruivo, 6. 

Pigeon Bay, 174. 

Pilot's Cove, 2aL 

Piner's Bav, 129, 142i 143.. 

Pitt's Rock, 21JIL 

Point Gardner, ^6. 

Point Grenville, 286^ 

Point Roberta, 287. 

Ponchorua, 52. 

Port Cooper, 174. 

Port Discovery, 280. • 

Port Jackson, 117. 

Port Laurence, 2£LL 

Port Levy, 174. 

Port Orchard, 288. 

Port Refuge, 232. 

Port Townsend, 281. 

Porto Praya, J. 

Possession Sound, 287. 

Protection Island, 2M. 

Paget Sound, 28JL 

Puyallup River, 285. 

R. 

Rabe-Rabe Island, 240. 

Raraka Island, 08^ 69. 
Raroia Island, 277. 
Rativa Island, 238. 
Reid Island, 226. 
Revva, 21iL 2Uh 
Rimac River, 50. 
Ringgold's Knoll, 148. 
Rio de Caxavillu, 5L 
Rio do Janeiro, UL 
Rio Negro, 15. 
Rose Island, 82:. 
Rotunia Island, Iflfi. 
Round Island, 2iLL 
Royal George Shoal, 87. 

& 

Sacramento River, 302. 

SaluafatA Harbour, 294. 

Saluafata Town, 2114. 

Samoan Group, 87 — 116. 

San Antonio Fort, 45. 

Saa Felipe, 40 — 43. 

San Francisco, 42. 397. 

San Jos(5, 32a 

San Juan, 58. 

San Lorenzo, 45j 4fL 

San Miguel, a2- 

Sau Pablo Island, 277- 
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Sau Pedro Island, 313. 
San Salvador, UL 
Sandwich Islands, 
Sangboy's iHland, 331. 
Santiago, 38. 
Sarah's Bosom, l')4, 155. 
Savaii, Qi. LM. Ui2. 
Suvu-Savu, 2'M}. 
Scapenham Bay, 33. 
Scmarara Island, 328. 
Serle's Isluiul, (liL 
Shute's River, 282. 
Sierra, 202. 
Simpson's Island, 298. 
Singapore, 338^ 
Somu-Somu, 230. 
Sooloo, 327. 
Soung, 23iL 

Southern Cruise, 22 — 30. 

St. Anne Shoal, L 

St. Helena, 3M. 

St. Hden H Reach, 283. 

St. Jago, 7. 

Staver's Islands, 278. 

Stnits of liaut'u, 

Straits of Le Mairt', 22. 

Straits of Rhio, MO. 

Sualib Bay, 242. 

Sugar Loaf Islnnds, 172. 

Susui Isluud, 

Sydenham Island, 297. 

Sydney, New South Wales, 117, 118. 152.- 

Sydney Island, 2^22. 

T. 

Tabanic'lli Island, 232. 
Table Bay, aHL 
Tabutha Island, ^ 
Tahiti, 73—87. 
Taiaimi, IfiL 
Takurea Island, 277. 
Tarawa Island, 299. 
Tavu-Tavu, 221. 

Taweree or Resolution Island, 277- 

Teinhoven IslauU, 278. 

Tcku Island, 22L 

T. iTa del Fuego, 15. 21^ 22. 

Thau-rala Island, 229. 

Ticumbia Island, 235. 

Tonsataboo, 178-192. 

Tutuia Island, liii 22iL 

Tova Reef, 22a- 

Tower Rocks, 33. 

Tracy's Island, 225. 

Trilon I3ank, 

Tupoiigati Peak, 3L 32. 

TurnbuU Island, 277- 

Turtle Island, ]M. 253. 



Tutuiia, 89—93. 
Tye, 242. 

U. 

Uea or Wallis Island, llfi. 
Upolu, OA. 2M. 
Utiroa,2afi. 

V. 

Valparaiso, 30, 3i. 
Vancouver, 

Vanua-Valavo Island, 22Qi 
Vanua-Vatu, 228. 
Vashon's Island, 2fll. 
Vasquez Island, 179. 
Vatia, 

Tatoa or Turtle Island, 2ii3. 
Vatunia, Town of, 24L 
Vekai Island, 23iL 
Venemole Harbour, 237. 
Verata, 21fi. 
Victoria, City of, 165. 
Vincennes Island, 20. 
Vione, 238. 
Viper Shoal, 33L 
Viti, 22L 
Viwa, m 
Vuna Isknd, 230. 

W. 

Waiakca Bay, 222. 

Waicaddie River, lfi9. 

Wailuku Seminar}', 270. 

Wailovu or Peale's River, 21fi. 222. 

Wailuku District, 223. 

Waimati, IfiL 

Waimea Fort, 267. 

Waitanga River, 161, 

Wakaia Island, IM. 232. 

Wake Island, 311. 

Wallis's Island, llfi. 

Wangarara Bay, 170. 

Wanpju-ara Town, lillL 

Washington Island, 

Waterlandt Island, 20. 

Whidby's Island, 280. 

Willamette River, 21LL 

Williams (Rev. Mr.), the Mie«onary,afi. 

Wolcousky Island, 277. 

Woliaston's Island, 23. 

Woodle'8 Island, 2iifl. 

Wytoohee Island, GJ. 

Y. 

Yanga, 59. 
Yerba Bueua, 3QL 

Z. 

Zonoma, Gty of, 306. 
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